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KEN BALDWIN
ESTABLISHES
FINANCIAL
JOURNALISM
ENDOWMENT WITH
$500,000 GIFT

Kenneth W. Baldwin Jr. grew up on
Greene Street, just blocks from the
university’s campus. In 1943, he gradu-
ated from University High School,
now the location of the College of
Education. He enlisted in the Army
Air Corps, and when his training to be
a pilot was cut short with the end of
World War |l, Baldwin focused on a
new goal: college.

As a student at the University of
South Carolina, Baldwin discovered

a love of language and news report-
ing. He joined 7he Gamecock student
newspaper and became its managing
editor. After graduating in 1949, he re-
ported news for WACA in Camden and
then joined the Associated Press. He
was sports editor with the Greenwood
Index-Journal and a sports reporter
with The Columbia Record before
working in news, sports and program-
ming for WCOS-AM/FM/TV.

Baldwin left Columbia in 1956 to join
Landmark Communications in Nor-
folk, Va., initially as a news and sports
reporter and then as business editor
of Landmark'’s afternoon newspaper.
His career shifted to management

in 1963 with Baldwin overseeing the
company’s personnel and human
resource programs in Greensboro, N.C.
As a leader in media personnel man-
agement, he was elected president of
the Newspaper Personnel Relations
Association, which has since merged
with the Society for Human Resource
Management.

He retired from Landmark in 1986 and
returned to Columbia in 2002.

2 o InterCom e Spring 2009

During a time when financial news is
dominating front pages of newspapers
and newscasts, an alumnus of the Univer-
sity of South Carolina has established an
endowment to enhance the teaching and
learning of business and financial journal-
ism.

Columbia native and 1949 alumnus Ken-
neth W. Baldwin Jr. has given a s500,000
gift to the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications to establish the Baldwin
Business and Financial Journalism En-
dowment Fund. It is the school’s largest
gift to date that is aimed at teaching and
learning.

University officials announced the gift
in March prior to a panel discussion on fi-
nancial journalism as part of the College
of Mass Communications and Informa-
tion Studies’ I-Comm Week.

*I was thrilled last fall to learn of Ken’s
interest in establishing this gift,” said Dr.
Carol Pardun, SJMC director. “*We could
not have realized at the time how truly
timely its purpose would be given the
current economic climate.

“Financial literacy is integral to an in-
formed citizenry, especially in today’s
uncertain times,” she said. “We will be
forever grateful for Ken Baldwin’s fore-
sight, passion and commitment to our
students, and we look forward to seeing
how his generosity will positively impact
our school in the years to come.”

Baldwin, a former business editor and
executive at the Norfolk, Va.-based Land-
mark Communications media company,
said he established the endowment to
help sharpen young journalists’ under-

standing of and reporting on business and
financial matters and the impact of those
matters on consumers and taxpayers.

“Journalists today need business savvy
and must have the tenacity to ask the
right questions and dig deeper in filling
their watchdog role,” said Baldwin, who
retired in 1986 from Landmark and lives
in Blythewood.

The income generated from the endow-
ment will provide students with training
that will support research, symposia, lec-
turers, visiting professors, student assis-
tantships and related programs.

Baldwin credits his passion for journal-
ism to USC English professor Dr. Havilah
Babcock, who instilled a love and appre-
ciation for language and grammar.

“What | learned from Professor Bab-
cock, | have used throughout my life,”
Baldwin said. “He was a wonderful pro-
fessor. I've been very blessed, in particular
by the growth and success of Landmark.”

Student reaction to the endowment
was positive as they recognize the grow-
ing need for investigative reporting on
the significant and complex business and
financial topics.

“It is reassuring, as a student in the
J-school, to see our school growing and
staying relevant to the market and that
alumni valued their experience at USC
enough to give back to the current stu-
dents, helping prepare us for the profes-
sional world,” said Jenna Marie Lindberg,
a public relations senior from Richmond, Va.
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Find out what your fellow
Gamecock alumni are up to now.

Being the designer for this
issue of InterCom was a very
rewarding and learning experi-
ence for me. I've been out of the
J-School for almost 2 years, and
it was great to work with every-
one on this project. (Itwasalso a
welcomed flashback to red pens
and A.P. stylebooks!)

| definitely hope that our hard
work and enthusiasm show in
this issue and you can use this to
reconnect, keep updated, or use
as a keepsake. Enjoy it! Thanks
for the opporunity.
Zach Sykes, Class of o7

CONTACT US

Letters to InterCom, College
of Mass Communications
and Information Studies,
Carolina Coliseum, Uni-
versity of South Carolina,
Columbia, SC 29208

Email devga@mailbox.
sc.edu to send Alumni News
and Notes, change your
address, and receive future
alumni correspondence.
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Dr. Hastings and Dr.
Carol Pardun,

director of the School
of Journalism and
Mass Communications,
will alternate their
columns for /nterCom.
Look for Dr. Pardun’s
thoughts and insights
in the fall issue!

Where is Dean
Bierbauer’s Column?
Check his four-page
annual report begin-
ning on page 17.

Dr. Samantha Hastings
Director, SLIS

Literacy and Libraries are the Backbone
of Communities” Economic Success

Greetings from the School of Library
and Information Science. It has been a
wonderful semester with several out-
standing things to report.

In the most recent U.S. News and
World Report rankings of best gradu-
ate schools, we rank number 2 in School
Library Media and number 17 out of 62
for overall education.

Be sure to read the cover story in this
issue of /nterCom about the red-carpet
premiere of our Cocky’s Reading Ex-
press™ video of USC students and Cocky
reading to children in rural schools.

We're very proud of three of our
students who received awards at the
University’s Graduate Student day.

And check out the story that details
this year’s excellent I-Comm week.

As lovely as it is to be successful,
we cannot rest for one minute when
there are so many South Carolinians
who can’t read, can’t find the informa-
tion they need to improve the quality
of their lives, and can‘t find jobs because
job skills are outdated. It will take all of
us to eliminate illiteracy in South Caro-
lina!

Let me explore some of the scenar-
ios that suggest that literacy is a basic
building block for economic develop-
ment. Two concepts are clear: readers
succeed and libraries are vital pieces of
a community’s economic engine. That's
evident in the current economic down-
turn. Reports in the New York Times,
Newsweek and local newspapers indi-
cate that library usage has more than
tripled from last year. Many patrons
wait in long lines to use the comput-
ers with public Internet access. Their
reference questions center on housing
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and foreclosure and mortgages, and
they use the books from business refer-
ence collections. They check out books
about taxes, bankruptcy, credit scores
and other personal-finance issues. They
learn at the library how to fill out online
job applications. The library has always
been the center of culture and learning
in @ community and now the library is
also the center of the community’s re-
covery efforts. The library has value as
an economic factor.

What happens when people can’t
read? From the Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics we find that 75 percent of Ameri-
ca’s state prison inmates are high school
dropouts. The average reading level
of prison inmates is below fifth-grade
level. Often, if children are not read-
ing by fourth grade, they don‘t gradu-
ate and they don‘t read. These are just
a couple of reasons that we focus our
literacy efforts on K-4 and try to reach
children before they leave fourth grade.
We want children to know that reading
is important, that we read and we care.

Cocky’s Reading Express is just
one part of our literacy initiative and
only one part of our involvement with
schools and libraries to focus on reading.
What happens when our South Carolina
work force can’t qualify for jobs that
require literate and higher level skills?
Companies don’t move here, communi-
ties lose their tax bases and funding for
libraries and education is cut.

We have no choice but to help South
Carolina be a competitive part of the
new knowledge economy. We each
have a role to play. Ours is education.
What is yours?
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CMCIS alumni Laura Townsend Kane, Steven Patrick Wilson and Rozalynd P.
McConnaughy present their newly-published book.

Director of Development
It is always a great accomplishment to  ize it. So, the authors wanted to make sure

publish a book, but for three alumni of the  that they translated the hard-to-under- Terry Dixon
School of Library and Information Science, stand medical jargon into language that
their joint effort on a recently published everybody can understand. Assistant Director of Development
medical book for laymen is one of their The publishing process was a long and Elaine Taylor
proudest achievements. As icing on the trying one. It took three years from con-
E;k-e, the authors pr.esente.d thellr work at  cept to publlshmg.- . . Copy Editar
eir alma mater during this year’s I-Comm The authors divided the material and .

Week. wrote about a chapter a month. McCon- Melanie Byer

Laura Townsend Kane, Rozalynd P. naughy found the idea of working with a
McConnaughy and Steven Patrick Wil- group appealing because, she said, it was Writers
son wrote and published Answers to the not as intense to tackle that way. Final Kenny Dorian
Health Questions People Ask in Libraries.  success came in July 2008, when revisions

: . o Jonathan Ewart
The writers work in the University of South ~ were completed. . .
Carolina Medical Library. Kane said her experience on the job and Chris Harvie
Many people know what it is like to  her continuing educational experiences RJ Kraft

leave a doctor’s appointment and not fully ~ were the greatest preparation she had to Cheryl Matheson
understand what the doctor _said. Thisbook  write th_e book. , _ Jamie Stancil
comes to the res‘cue to provide a clear and During the College’s spring [-Comm Tenlsha Waldo
easy-to-read quide to the most common  Week, the three authors presented to USC
health concerns. It covers conditions from  students and faculty. They answered ques- Todd Weyandt
cancer to rashes, and from everyday ill- tions and signed copies of the book for the
nesses to phobias. Also, the book serves as  audience. Photog ra phers
a reference with its checklists of questions 1544 Weyandt earned his bachelor’s Gretchen Burrack

to ask doctors, informative charts, impor- d - I ith bli Patty Korneqa
tant background information and more. cgree in journatism, With a public Y gay

Wilson said medical professionals have ~ relations major, in May. He is from Jarrad Lister
their own language and do not always real-  Atlanta, Ga.
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Students with curious minds and
fearless dreams cross my path every
day. Unfortunately, however, because
of the economy, there is a chance that
| may be seeing fewer of them.

There is a troubling reality for some
students. Parents have lost jobs, families
have lost health coverage and students
face competition for jobs from more
experienced workers. And our endowed
scholarship accounts show negligible, if
any, investment earnings.

The one thing that is not down is stu-
dent need. Our number of scholarship
applicants has risen dramatically. The
School of Journalism and Mass Com-
munications, for example, saw a 132
percent increase in scholarship requests
from continuing students and a 179 per-
cent increase in freshman applicants.
The School of Library and Information
Science had 58 applicants competing for
its 20 scholarships. Some students, mid-
way through their college careers, sud-
denly are finding themselves without
adequate funding.

The words of a rising senior say it poi-
gnantly. “This is the first year | haven‘t
received a scholarship ... but | was just
wondering if there is any way to be put
on a waiting list in case someone doesn’‘t
accept theirs. | appreciate your patience
with me on this. It’s hard to ask about
such a sensitive subject but | don't know
if I will able to finish my senior year and
graduate if | cannot afford school.”

Beverly Dominick, scholarship coor-
dinator in SJMC, has received numerous
similar calls and notes from concerned
parents and students. “The economy
has greatly affected scholarship re-
quests from our students,” Dominick
said. “Many parents of our students
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Terry Dixon
Director of Development

are without employment or they've
lost their retirement or 401k accounts,
which has shifted a greater financial
burden to their children.”

The figures are disconcerting enough,
but when you know these students
— their potential and dreams — it is
heartbreaking. The economic black
cloud blindsided us this year. And while
it is true the Educational Foundation
sustained the same payout percentage
to colleges as last year, what happens in
2010 remains uncertain. We can, how-
ever, take steps now to be better pre-
pared if our alumni and friends join our
efforts. These student dreams and ambi-
tions should not be interrupted.

| wonder if you feel the same desire
to help that | do? A desire that stems
from a personal responsibility ? Perhaps
that’s fueled in part by a parental in-
stinct to help children — all of our chil-
dren — develop and succeed. We are,
after all, one family. A family united by
shared passion for the same university,
which sometime in the past claimed us
as its children and then set us free to
flourish.

So, | have an unusually direct re-
quest for an extraordinary time. If
your circumstances allow you to help,
please consider making a tax-deductible
scholarship contribution designated as
spendable. Two funds to consider are
the SJMC General Scholarship Fund or
the SLIS General Scholarship Fund. Your
contribution will be applied to student
awards next year. For more information,
please contact me at (803) 777-6898 or
tedixon@mailbox.sc.edu. Thank you.

For your convenience, a gift envelope is
provided in this publication.



RJ Kraft, from
Huntersville,
N.C., is in the

Master of Mass
Communications
program in the
School of Jour-
nalism and Mass
Communications

INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM AIMS
AT TEACHING EFFECTIVE HEALTH

COMMUNICATION
BY RJ KRAFT

The College of Mass Communications and Informa-
tion Studies is extending its reach into the health field by
introducing a new graduate certificate program in health
communication.

The Health Communication Certificate program was
two years in the making and is a collaborative effort with
the School of Journalism and Mass Communications; the
School of Library and Information Science; and the De-
partment of Health Promotion, Education and Behavior
(HPEB) of the Arnold School of Public Health.

Dr. Feili Tu, an assistant professor in the School of
Library and Information Science, is excited about three
schools coming together to offer one program.

“The whole program is a pioneering concept,” said Dr.
Tu. “We want to make sure that the graduates of the
program are well-grounded, well-rounded professionals
in three areas: health, communication and information
science.”

The certificate is designed to enhance the professional
or clinical skills of practitioners working in the field of
public health and the media. Health journalists, health
educators, health promotion specialists and consumer
health librarians are among the types of working profes-
sionals for which the new certificate was created.

Dr. John Besley, an assistant professor in the School of
Journalism and Mass Communications, is thrilled about
the opportunity to collaborate on research and teach
with other departments. As someone whose main area
of research is science and risk communication, Dr. Besley
sees great value in offering the program.

“Communication is a part of everything,” said Dr. Bes-
ley. *"Communication in health and risk are essential to
making a difference in public health. Health education is
a national trend, and health communication lets us focus
on communication but apply it in a real-world way.”

The School of Library and Information Science plays an
instrumental role in the program. Through its aspect of
the certificate program, students will develop sufficient
skills to access information more quickly and easily, gain
confidence to access evidence-based health information,
and learn how health information technology can sup-
port their work.

Lauren Vincent is the first student in the program
and expects to finish her work in Fall 2009. She noticed
some similarities between public health and communica-
tion during her years as an undergraduate at the J-school,
volunteering at Palmetto Health and working for the De-
partment of Health and Environmental Control. Vincent
likes the opportunity to interact with multiple academic
programs.

“Interdisciplinary is a perfect term for this program,”
said Vincent. “You are going to get so many perspectives
about the growing field of health communication. It has
been encouraging to network and work with professors |
wouldn’t have otherwise met.”

Dr. Andrea Tanner, an assistant professor in the J-
school, helped develop the certificate program and thinks
the collaboration across disciplines makes the program
unique.

“Ineffective public health communication can lead
to serious societal health problems. Because our program
takes an interdisciplinary approach, not only do students
learn important public health practices, but they

Dr. Feili Tu

Dr. Andrea Tanner

also gain an understanding about the impact of media
and media use on health,” said Dr. Tanner.

Both Dr. Besley and Vincent think the program can
open doors to different career paths as well.

“There are more and more jobs relating to organiza-
tions communicating about health and environmental
risk,” said Dr. Besley. “Itis an area people are interested in
studying and an area employers are interested in having
employees know. This program gives students an extra
level of expertise and specialized knowledge that is im-
portant for people moving forward in their careers.”

The certificate is awarded after an 18-credit program
of post-bachelor’s study, including a research project or
practicum. A core of three classes, one from each school
involved in the program, combined with six elective hours
and three hours in a practicum or project in the student’s
home department comprise the requirements.

Vincent said, “This certificate can assist so many types
of health professionals. You can be an advocate for a
particular health care policy, a medical writer for a news
organization, a media consultant or a hospital spokesper-
son. Even healthcare organizations recognize how crucial
communication skills are in strengthening the patient-
provider relationship.”

Please visit “http://sc.edu/healthcomm/certificate/in-
dex.html” for more information or to apply to the Health
Communications Certificate program.

Spring 2009 e InterCom e 7

Dr. John Besley









: ]‘ b
90 \_ﬁn- “Ln“r’
< D1

Hﬁw-.

%

Inhn Baker, Cocky, beff Oswald (above), Shawna Simmons (below)

10 o InterCom e Spring 2009

I-Comm Week adds dimension for
students’ development

By Tenisha Walda

aure, classroom experience provides a platform for education, but the
College of Mass Communications and Information Studies’ annual
I-CLomm Week propels students’ development to the next lewvel

Case n paint: freshman lade MeDuffie,

The print journalism major and business adminkstration minor showed up
ta her first I-Comm Week event, this year's “Business and Financial lour-
nalism® panel moderated by Dean Charles Bierbaver, with some Intenss
in the topic and with curiosity to learn more,

Dean Bisrbaver surveyved the crowd of roughly 120 for students who
wire interested in podsibly puriuing careers in business jowrnalism. To
MeDuffie’s surprise, hers was the lone hand ralsed,

Dean Bierbauer noted business journalism is an all-encompassing Tield
that captures sports, récreation, entertainment and tourism endeavors,
By the end of the panel discussion, McDuffie sald she weas not at all wosr-
ried; rather, she was reassured.

1 wias surprised 1o see that | was the anly student in my class interested
in bassiness writing,” she sald, "Knowing the basics of the business warld
Is especially valuable with the present economlec sibuation of our country,
Hopefully, the l-schoal will offer more classes that converge bausiness
and jowrmsalism.”

I-Comm Week ks based on the College's continuum from gathering and
analyzing information, *1%, vo effective communication, "Camm.” The
event has mushroomed dver the past six years to be a popular point of at-
traction for students, alumni, faculty and professionals

Dr. Caral Pardun, director af the School of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nications, said -Comm VWeek fostbers interaction between professionals
and students, “but in the students’ world.”



*I hope students walk away from |-Comm Week inspired that they
have chosen a povential career in journalism and mass communica-
tions,” Dr, Pardun said, "Mo matter what might happen with our indus-
try, there are always going to be opportunities for smart, energetic,
creative people. Some of those people came to I-Comm YWeek. 1| hope
im a few years some of those 1-Comm speakers will come from our cur-
rent student body.”

-Coimim Wesk 3000 certainly boasted an impresgive list of alumni
speakers and award-winners, many of whom graduated from the Cal-
lege mat lang ago, Advertising alumnus John Baker returned to acoept
the Cocky Award for Best Super Bowl Commercial for his work on Bud
Light’s Conan O°'Brien ad. This year marks the first that a College alum-
nus has won. Baker, who graduated in 2001, was the art director for
the commercial and was [olned by copywriter Jeff Ovwald to accept
the award,

Reflecting on his colleglate career, Baker said, *The professors here
definitely led me in the right way.®

Wisual communications slumnus Shwna Simmons expeessed imilar
sentiments during her “A Passion for Freelance and Fashion®™ session,
Simmons, a 2007 graduaste, talked about her journey from launching
her freefance career right out of school to become a Mew York photog-
rapher. She urged students to be involved with student publications,

enter contests, seek internships and build relationships by networking.

simmans’ doggedness led her to initiate a fashion spread for Columbia
City Paper. Ultimately, she encouraged the students to dran their own
paths and live cut thelr dreams. "People will tell you ‘'no,’ but just keep
going unthl someons says ves,™ she said,

Pimjie W, @ SIMC grﬂdlﬂﬂ' student, listened intently to Simmons
presentation, W said she plans to heed Simmons’ advice, *1 think her
story was very insplring,” she said. *iIf you really have a passion, just
stick to "

The o0 edition of I-Comm Week engaged seasoned professionals
and young, fresh individuals from wvarious backgrounds. Dean Bier-
bauer sald the achigvements of young alumni such as Baker and Sim-

mons speal: to the fact that age 't necessarily a qualifier for sucoess,

The event |5 important because it “adds a dimension for the students
by bringing alumni and other professionals to campus to share their
experience,” he sald.

Tenisha Waldo is a graduate student, working on ber Master of Mass
Communications degree. She earned her bachelor's degree from SIMC
in 2006 In news editing and is from Columbsda, 5.C,

Hawk Hurst (top

fax Utsher, Augie Grant {middle)

Fate Albright-Hanna { EortoT
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2009 TAYLOR-TOMLIN AWARD RECOGNIZES INVESTIGATIVE SERIES

BY CHERYL MATHESON

As an integral part of its mis-
sion to inspire and educate as-
piring journalists, the School of
Journalism and Mass Commu-
nications bestowed its fourth
annual Taylor-Tomlin Award in
April. The award recognizes en-
terprising, perceptive and ben-
eficial reporting, and its goal is to
stimulate and honor the work of
investigative journalists in South
Carolina.

The 2009 recipients are Sam-
my Fretwell, who earned his jour-
nalism degree at USCin 1983, and
John Monk of 7he State newspa-
per in Columbia for their series
“DHEC Under Fire.” The veteran
reporters wrote an eight-day
package about troubles at the
South Carolina Department of
Health and Environmental Con-
trol. Each day, they published a
story about how DHEC's difficul-
ties affect average citizens who
depend on the agency to make
sure their air and water are clean
and their health is protected.
Sidebars, graphics and photos
supported each story.

As he and Monk accepted the
Taylor-Tomlin Award, Fretwell
noted receiving it “validates a lot
of hard work, and shone light on
an agency that needed scrutiny.”

Dr. Carol Pardun, SJMC direc-
tor, said, “This award shows our
students in a concrete way the
critical role investigative report-
ing plays in developing an in-
formed citizenry.”

Charles Bierbauer, dean of the
College of Mass Communica-
tions and Information Studies,
agreed. “Investigative journalism
has been an inherent component
in journalism for decades, and
indeed for centuries, but not al-
ways recognized and not always
practiced.”

Judges for the Taylor-Tomlin
Award said the winning entry
was a textbook case of how to do
investigative reporting well and
how to fit all the pieces together
in an investigative project. The is-
sues involved in research for the
series were broad and complex.
Monk said, “There were often lo-
cal, state and federal aspects, all
intertwined. We had to master
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Dr. Carol J. Pardun, Sammy Fretwell and John Monk

the ‘language’ of each topic be-
fore we could even talk intelli-
gently about these topics and in-
terview knowledgeable people.”

He said they dealt with issues
from coal plants to mega-landfills
to the Charleston port, coastal
dune requlations, underground
storage tanks and homes for the
disabled.

To get the stories, the re-
porters faced many difficulties.
It took weeks to get answers to
basic questions and months to
gain access to needed files. They
were forced to submit all initial
questions in writing. If follow-up
questions were necessary, those
also had to be submitted in writ-
ing.

“Investigative journalism alters
debate and conversation. You
don’t put people in jail, but you
allow people to have a conversa-
tion about an issue on a higher
and more constructive plane,”
Monk said. Fretwell added, “In-
vestigative journalism means us-
ing in-depth reporting to hold the
government, businesses or others
accountable for their actions.”

“That’s done by exposing issues
the general public doesn’t know
about. It means hours of tedious

work, sometimes without know-
ing where that work will lead
you. You often must interview
reluctant sources and review
stacks of public records to find
the truth,” he said.

A native South Carolinian,
Fretwell said, “This kind of re-
porting matters. Investigative
stories tell people stories they
couldn’t find anywhere else. They
tell folks about important issues
they may not have thought of
before.” He added some advice
to current students who are in-
terested in the field. “Really any-
body can do this, but you have to
work hard at it, have a desire and
be patient.”

In response to the series, the
state legislature is now consider-
ing bills that would put the gover-
nor in charge of DHEC and also is
considering banning mega-land-
fills. DHEC has said it would push
for more authority to deny per-
mits to companies with histories
of polluting the environment.

Monk said, “I've realized after
years of doing in-depth stories
that there is a corollary. A well
researched in-depth story will
usually cause people of good in-
tention to take some action.”

Fretwell gave more advice to
budding investigative journalists
when the two reporters spoke at
the SJMC awards ceremony dur-
ing the College’s I-Comm Week.
“Be prepared to dig. Look under
every rock you can find. Talk to
every source you hear about.
Chase down every lead that you
can.”

The award is named for South
Carolina businessmen Joe E. Tay-
lor Jr. and Donald R. Tomlin Jr.
Dean Bierbauer said, “Four years
ago these two prominent Colum-
bia businessmen came to us be-
cause they felt there was a need
for more investigative journalism
in South Carolina. They provided
funds so that each year we can
conduct this competition to find
the best investigative work in
newspapers in South Carolina.”

Cheryl Matheson, from
Columbia, graduated in May
with a bachelor’s degree in
print journalism.



COMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH
KEEPS SJMC AT THE FOREFRONT

OF THE DIGITAL REVOLUTION

BY JONATHAN EWART

Remember the “ancient” times of the
bag car phone and dial-up Internet? Now
you can simultaneously Twitter national
news media, play music from your Rhap-
sody account and instant message your
best friend through Facebook, all from
the convenience of your half-pocket-
sized iPhone.

Social media tools and other new
convergence technologies have forever
changed society and the communica-
tions industry. The applications of new
technologies heat up the debate be-
tween market-driven journalism and the
Fourth Estate ideal. The implications of
these phenomena are far reaching.

What does this all mean to journalism
students and alumni? Dr. Ran Wei of the
School of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nications has some answers. He has dedi-
cated his research to the areas of media
effects and society, communication tech-
nology, and international advertising.

Dr. Wei is a nationally and internation-
ally respected scholar whose research on
cell phone and mobile communication
technology is widely noted. Students
and scholars throughout the world con-
tinually request his articles, and his re-
search is used in teaching materials and
seminars in several doctoral programs

It’s an exciting time for the commu-
nications industry and for Dr. Wei, with
his research focused on the intersection
of advertising and new media. New tech-
nologies are driving the transformation
of advertising from one-to-many mass
persuasion to a more personalized, inter-
active and relationship-centered school
of thought.

“New media will shape the field of
advertising as a profession, an industry
and an academic discipline,” said Dr. Wei.
“Advertising, as we know it as intrusive,
interrupting and impersonal, will not be
the same in the next 10 years.”

For future scholars and rising profes-
sionals, Dr. Wei emphasizes experiences
with multiple cultures as a growing ne-
cessity in this globalized age. Pointing to

the success of last year’s undergraduate
trip to Munich, he hopes to increase such
opportunities for SIMCstudents. He also
encourages a faculty-exchange program
with Asian institutions based on his ex-
periences abroad.

“Experiencing the journalism and com-
munications fields from other cultures’
perspectives will prepare our students

‘ADVERTISING,
AS WE KNOW IT
AS INTRUSIVE,
INTERRUPTING
AND IMPERSON-
AL, WILL NOT BE
THE SAME IN THE
NEXT 10 YEARS.”

--DR. RAN WEI

and faculty for what the industry will
offer in the future,” said Dr. Wei. “This
would be a great way to promote the
School’s known areas of excellence, both
nationally and internationally,”

Academic research is a passion for Dr.
Wei and he is always looking forward
to the opportunity to train students in
this discipline, which he said is both an
art and a science. “There is a saying in
academics that untenured faculty do
research to avoid perishing; tenured fac-
ulty do research by choice or for the love
of doing research. | guess this applies to
me as well,” Dr. Wei said.

Prior to becoming a Gamecock in 2001,
Dr. Wei spent five years teaching at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong. He
earned his Master of Arts from the Uni-
versity of Wales and his Ph.D. from Indi-
ana University.

In January, Dr. Wei was promoted to
full professor after returning from a one-
year sabbatical in Singapore. There he

\
continued his research as a Senior Fellow
at Nanyang Technological University,
focusing on the social implications of
media technology convergence, specifi-
cally digital convergence and the viabil-
ity of text-advertising.

“The prominent role of communica-
tion technology is driving the economic
growth and social developments in Sin-
gapore and other Asian countries,” Wei
concluded. “This will be highly relevant
at USC and in South Carolina in looking
for new ways to grow the economy.”

Thinking back to his first research
study in Indiana, Dr. Wei remembers the
excitement of knowing that his work
was noticed and appreciated outside of
his classroom. In the early 1990s, Indiana
and the surrounding states generated
much news coverage with a new-found
potential for earthquakes. Reporters
were particularly interested in how sci-
entists undertook the task of predicting
earthquakes. Dr. Wei investigated the
implications of how the issue was cov-
ered in the news media.

He was surprised to hear from re-
searchers in California, a place where
earthquakes are of constant concern.
“Academic research is something you
and your students read,” Dr. Wei said. "I
was like a kid in a candy store after hear-
ing my work could be helpful in alleviat-
ing a tangible, real-world problem.”

It is this sense of accomplishment that
Dr. Wei strives to reach in his academic
pursuits. Through providing relevant
research that is useful and impactful to
students, businesses and society, and by
staying on the cutting-edge of new and
emerging media technologies, he hopes
to bring the SIMC to the forefront of
the digital age as it continues to lure the
world closer together.

Jonathan Ewart earned his Master of Mass Communications degree from SJMC in 2008. He currently lives in Charleston.
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Jamie Stancil is working on
her Master of Mass Com-
munications degree and is
from Lexington, S.C.

SPOTLIGHT: RICK KIERNAN

BY JAMIE STANCIL

A School of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nications distinguished alumnus has words
of wisdom for current students and recent
graduates. Those words are well worth lis-
tening to, since David “Rick” Kiernan has
been instrumental in helping many find
jobs and internships in the communica-
tions industry.

Kiernan said it seems that every time we
flip on the television or peruse the pages
of the newspaper, we can't help but notice
the nagging sense of worry that seems to
be everywhere in the industry. It's affect-
ing our moods, pocketbooks and, maybe
most importantly, our potential job pros-
pects. As students about to graduate look
for jobs, or young professionals look for
advancement, it's hard not to be discour-
aged.

“Fight the feeling!” said Kiernan, who
earned his Master of Mass Communications
degree in 1982 as part of a program that
brought active-duty Army officers to the
school. Current SJMC students and gradu-
ates shouldn’t be curled up in a ball and
hiding in the corner. Instead, they should
be patting themselves on the back for pick-
ing the right academic major, he said.

“You should be congratulated, because
communication is the most important skill
you will ever need in your life,” Kiernan
said. “You've chosen the right field. There
has never been more of a need for commu-
nication.”

Kiernan is the vice president of strategic
communications for MPRI, a global train-
ing and government services corporation
headquartered in Washington, D.C. The
J-school awarded Kiernan its Distinguished
Alumni Award in 2005. This honor recog-
nizes SJMC graduates who have accom-
plished significant professional achieve-
ment.

Born in Brooklyn, Kiernan attended The
Virginia Military Institute. After college,
he served for 26 years as an infantry of-
ficer, retiring from the army in 1993 as a
colonel.

As part of his distinguished military ca-
reer, Kiernan served as a senior public af-
fairs officer. During his tours of duty, he
was the managing editor of three newspa-
pers, the editor-in-chief of a monthly mag-
azine, and chief Pentagon spokesperson for
the Army during “Operation Just Cause” in
Panama and the first Gulf War.

When he retired from active duty, Kier-
nan was named director of press operations
and public information for the 1996 Olym-
pic Games in Atlanta. After the games, he
took on his current position at MPRI.

During his career at MPRI, Kiernan has
never failed to give a helping hand to aspir-
ing, young professionals by offering many
internship and practicum opportunities
to students majoring in communications,
public relations or marketing. Many of
these interns have been SJMC students.

“What we give you, when you come to
intern with us, is an introduction to the
work place that you don’t get in the class-
room,” Kiernan said. “We provide you with
the perspective and wisdom gained from
years of experience that shorten an intern’s
learning curve.”

The students are not the only ones to
reap the benefits from these internships.
Kiernan, and by extension MPRI, benefits as
well. “You all bring current technique, best
practices and the newest technology such
as blogs, Twitter and other social media,”
Kiernan said. “You help me maintain my
currency in public relations so that | don‘t
fall back on old practices and get stale. You
keep me fresh and bring me new ideas.”

Although he could now rest on his lau-
rels, this distinguished alumnus has not
slowed down in his commitment to his
alma mater. Kiernan’s success in the work-
place may have earned him the award, but
it’s his continuing dedication to the School
and its students that makes him truly dis-
tinguished.

Spring 2009 e InterCom e 15



SLIS ALUMNA MAKES FIRST
VISIT TO USC CAMPUS

BY CHRIS HARVIE

Visiting South Carolina from a northern state like Maine may be a culture shock
to some, but it was a necessity for alumna Karen White. She earned her Masters
of Library Science degree from the University of South Carolina, but, believe it or
not, had never been to the USC campus!

She said visiting USC is a dream she finally got to fulfill. In January 2009, White
and her husband stopped by the University of South Carolina on the way to their

vacation in Florida.

After earning her degree in 1997, she finally
made the trek to campus, meeting the people
she’d known only long-distance. She even ex-
perienced the South Carolina version of winter
weather, when the threat of snow caused cam-
pus-wide delays—quite different from winter
weather in Maine. Her visit was a long time
coming, she said.

Born in Michigan, White married two years
out of high school. She moved to Maine with
her family to support her husband as he pur-
sued a new job. Soon after she accepted a sub-
stitute teaching position at the Durham K-8
School, she realized she wanted to become a
teacher. She earned a bachelor’s degree in el-
ementary education in 1991.

White then took a job in a school library;
there she heard that the School of Library and
Information Science distance or ITV courses were
coming to Maine. White was accepted just in time for classes to start, and became
part of the aptly named “Lobster Cohort” in SLIS’s distance education program.

She continued to work in her school’s library, and after three years of distance
classes, she completed her master’s degree. She was soon hired as the full-time
librarian/media specialist in Durham, Maine, at the school where she had always
worked.

She put her degree to use and devoted her time to helping others learn. She
instituted a program celebrating Read Across America, hosted afterschool story
times, worked with local daycares to provide story times, and worked with the
Maine Student Book Award and the Chickadee Award. She also helped set up the
Friends of Durham Library group and helped build a library that works with teach-
ers and students to create lifelong learners.

White reluctantly retired from the job she had loved for so many years in June
2008, but she didn’t stop working. Shortly after her retirement, she facilitated a
grant to improve literacy, library and technology for the Primary Middle School in
Dexter. While she only worked four days a month, she got the collections in order,
wrote a curriculum and ordered new books.

Gayle Douglas, associate dean of the College of Mass Communications and
Information Studies, made sure the Whites felt welcome when they visited USCin
January. She introduced them to Ellen Hinrichs at the South Carolina State Library
Children’s Resource Center and coordinated visits with faculty and staff.

“Although South Carolina is much different from Maine, we still managed to
make the Whites feel at home — school was delayed the day of their visit because
of a ‘snow storm.” We're sure it snowed in their honor,” Douglas said.

Karen White

Chris Harvie, a fourth-year public relations major, is from Columbia.
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SJMC student wins
reporting trip to Africa
with New York Times’
Nicholas Kristof

Paul Bowers, a second year print journalism
student in the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications, traveled with New York
Times writer and Pulitzer Prize-winner Nicho-
las Kristof to West Africa this summer after he
beat out 900 applicants for the prestigious in-
ternship.

Kristof said, “Basically | want somebody who
can connect our trip in West Africa to Ameri-
can college students. | think this guy will do
it.”

Bowers’ blog about his trip is at nytimes.com/
ontheground. Be sure to read next fall’s issue
of /nterCom for his first-hand report about the
competition, the travel and the experience.

Seven Alumni Inducted
Into Beta Phi Mu

The School of Library and Informa-
tion Science inducted the follow-
ing alumni into its honor society,
Beta Phi Mu:

Trudy Bazemore

Jennifer Brown

Kimberly Maughan

Nicholas Meriwether

Mamie Anthoine Ney

Santi Thompson

Jennifer West



2009 Annual Report

By Dean Charles Bierbauer

STUDENT
ENROLLMENT
FALL 2008
UNDERGRADUATE 1356
MASTERS 465
SPECIALIST 11
CERTIFICATE 11
DOCTORAL 24
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PEOPLE

The problern with seratching po-
sitions off & chart i3 that people
occupy those posithions. Those
people are colleagues — some of
long standing — and often friends.
There is na joy in telling someone
that “we like you amd vee like youwr
work, bist your position has been
eliminated.” e had to do that too
often — ance iy too often = this
year,  Fortunately, some have
moved on to other positions in the
University, One has retired. One
wias hired by one of our alumnk. Ad-
wevsily truly is a window 1o oppor-
tunity.

Mor have we barred the door and
hunkered down,  Our first prionity
Wt [0 asess our academic needs,
particularly far terure and tenure-
track faculty. We started this aca-
demic year back in August with

nevw colleagues in both schools. Dr.
Paul Solomon and D, Kendra Al

bright joined the School of Libracy

and Information Science.  Else
Lewis came abpard in lanuary, Dr.
Tam Weir, Dr. Glenda Alvarado
and Denise MGl are new faculty
members in the School of Journal-
s and Mass Communications,

Dr. Cargd Pardun became director
af the |-School in Awgust, joining us
frem  Middle Tennesiee State
where she was alio direstor of the
mays  cmmunicationk  program.
Dr. Pardun |5 incoming natsonal
president of the Association for
Education in Journalism and fass
Communications (AEMMC).  Dr.
Shirley Staples Carter, having com-
pleted a fiveyear term as the
Schood's director, remains with us
a1 a professor, balsvering our senior
Faculty raniks,

2008 DEGREES AWARDED

SPR SUM FALL TOTAL

UNDERGRADUATE
MASTERS
PH.D.
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192 36 71 299
116 24 56 196
0 4 3 7

ne belng  admitted for  Fabl
1005, Mew dégres programs ane
not  oreated  whimsically. The
wingi on the house — Davis Col-
lege — were carefully Ballt to sur-
round our successiul masters pro-
gram.  Our specialization in

sf School Library Medla b again

Dwspete the university's budget-
ary constraints, we made & periua-
shve case for hirng two Faculty
members for the l-school for the
caming year, Dr Selbill Kim wdll
Join us from Auburm as an ssociate
professor. Dr. Kathy Forde is an in-
coming asiistant professor from
Minmesata. Ve hope This coming
summier to launch searcihes for two
faculty members for SLIS,

PROGRAMS

SLIS, far the first time, has under-
graduate students majoning in our
new bachelor of science degres in
information Science. As Dr. Hast
ings frequently reminds s, this isa
bargeaning field with “real jobs® in
the arganization and distribution of
infarmation, According to
CarcerBullder.com, three of the top
growing job markets are Informa-
tign Sclence-based database admin-
istratoss, management  analyin,
and network’ systems and  data
communkcation analysts. Or as LLS,
Mews and World Repost sugagests,
“an under-the-radar career that is
core to the digital emterprise is data
miner,” Our undergraduate degree
follows the introduction of a PhuD.
program 4 year earller, with a
second class of doctoral students

raivked #2 nationally in the LLS.
Mews Best Graduate Schools 2000
rankings. Our School's program
ranked 17th overall nationally, up
two positions from last year and

¢ just In the second year of our of-

fering a doctoral degree.

The it graduate student in
the colleges  interdicipdinany
health communications certifi-
cate program enoolled this semes:
ter, & semester earlier than we ex-
pected to faunch,  Both our
schools — 5L15 and SIMC — and
the Amold School of Public
Health have joined to create the

o program which is also tasgeted on

a4 jobs growth area.

SLIS has bong besn the de facto
library and Information scienoe
schood for the state of Maine,
wihich has no such graduate pro-
gram, We typically begin a
Maine cohort every two or three
yeari  But this fall we are ex-
panding %t a Hew England
cohort, providing the same blend-
ed program of distance and on-
site teaching to Vermont and
Wew Hampshire that we Have
been providing Maine sinoe 1994
Distinguished dean emeritus Fred
Raper, who inltiated the Maine
program, has led our effort to
eapand the program o those
neighboring states.

ENROLLMENT

Total enroliment in the college
this fall was 1,867 students, (e
box}  Fall enrollment s our
benchmark. Several factors con-
tribute to annusl variations in en-
roliment.  December graduation
typically thing the ranks for
ipring. Jansary entries fluctuate.
The oycle of distance education
cohortd bm SLIS raites enrollment
when a new group begins the
Masters program.

The rapid growth of SIMC un-
dergraduate enrollment between
ippe and acoq, when we went
from about wooo stedents to
1,500 students, has tapered off.
To moderate enroliment and en-
hance quality, In 1004 we riited
the QP reguired for continuing
in the school.



As a result, a small umber of stu-
dents leave the schoal each year
for academic reasons.  We had not,
though, antkcipated the erikl in
media that b currently rediscing
the ranks of fellow prurnalists st
nevapapers and brogdoast news-
rooms.  Mor had we foressen the
broader fiscal collapse that we've
witiessed over the past year oF wo,
Who had?

Mot surprisingly, prospective
students come to s asking if there
will be jobs when they graduate.
We reasonably believe there will
b jobs. They |ust won't be the
sarme jobss that are now being efimi-
nated. The mew jobs, already evi-
dent, are in multimedia. A pournal-
st i now expected to not only
write, but to take pictures and poit
to the Web, Advertising i3 about
creating and selling ads across plat-
forms. A written publdic relations
release 3 & aoth century artifact.
Post it, e-mall it, Twitter it. That
wie certainly have foréseen.  Owr
emphasis on media convergense
has bBeen part of the School's
mantra for years, Newsplon — oaar
rrultimedia newi labaratory — has
never been busier,

And though undergraduate en-
rofiment is off, partly due to the
uncertainty I media, we have
been aggressively promoting oasr
programs that will prepare gradu-
ates fod moles in the new media en-
virpnment. Mews directors and
editors routinely tell us that our
students are berer prepared than
those coming from other institu-
EhCans.

‘We won't know the exact size of
our Incoming undergraduste class
antil the freshmen show up in

August. But we also used spme ad-
mittedly elementary recruiting ef-
forts = . Pardun and | sent more
than &Aoo hand-written notes to
students who'd applied indecating
an interest in the chool. The post
cardy work, We believe there will
b stadents on campus in the fall
becawse they recelved peruonal at-
tenthsn, That continges in the ca-
pable hands of owr professienal ad-
visers and a faoulty that has a de-
terved reputation for taking a pes-
sonal interest in students,

Carolina  Scholars and Mg Mair
Schaolars — Uhe top awards fod in-
state and out-of -state entering un-
dergraduates — will be among our
students, as they typlcally are
BTy yEal

BUILDING PLANS

The Boidreaus Group of Calum-
bia has been selected as 1he archd-
tectural firm to design the rencva-
tion of the current Health Sciences
building as the future home of the
School of fournalism and  Mass
Commumications, 1tmay house the
college’s administrative offices, as
well. The building needs a new
nafme,

Boudreagus's architects hawe met
with faculty, staff and students to
gain inxights into what will make
the buliding functkenal, facile and
even fun. Because the bulbding lied
within the historic Horweshoe dis-
trict, woe have certain design critetia
o moet, its perhaps  the
University’s  classiest  neighibor-

hood, The Pastides live just around
the carner in the President's Howuse

We expect the design process o be

completed by the end of 2009, We
will keep pou pasted throwgh oo
meanthly eMewi reports on the
timetable and progress. But there
are a cople of wisual concepts on
these pages that sugoest how we
meight retain the building's architec-
tural integrity while ereating an ex-
clterment for xst century cofmmi-
GIEETEE
Drr. Pardun and | are excited

abaut the prospects of getting the
School's long delayed move back on
track. Boasfreaus has considerable
expirignce 0 renovations and in
unbveruty peojects, including the
Inn at USC and the umiversiy’s
West Guad, perhaps now botter
krecwn a3 the “green guad.” Our
building will also meet specifica-
ticms Tor the "gresn” detignation

Yes, we are all mindful that the
Jourfialivm School has a history —
and | have a two-foot stack of files
— of bullding plans that never ma-
terialized.  On this one, perhags |
am a cheerleader, but | believe we
have & different commitment this
time, one that is pot tied to exter-
nal comditbons and funding, Keep
the faith with me.

DEVELOPMENT

I'm always impressed that our
alurmnd and feiends kesp the faith
with this College and have great
pride in it. Every gift stands out in
its arwm way, nomatter how small
or large. One recent gaft struck ud
with |ts particular timeliness,

Alumenus Ken Baldwin, already a
rmajir donor for the S1ME building

Spring 2009 « InterCom e 19



il

DEVELOPMENT

wras on the money when he came to
s with a propasal to endow a fund
supporting studies in Business jour-
nmalism, A banks were crashing,
markets plunging, and a recession
gaining speed, we crafied a half-
millisn dablar endowrment in Ken's
narme that wall fund lectures, visit-
ing prafeisionals apd ather means
far enhancing our studenti’ under-
standing of business and finance as
critical reporting areds.  We an-
nounced and kaunched the endow-
ment with a business panel during
this spring's I-Comm Week,

| fully appreciate the merits of
ouwr students soguiring reporting
specialthes. | had one college eco-
nomics course, but for a decade as a
White House conreipondent was
responsible for reporting on the
federal badget. Even a small town
general assignment reporter needs
to understand the forces behing
business  fallures, mortgage de-
faults, bankruptcies and the price of
gas. Ay for students who want to
be sports or fashion or entertain-
ment reparters, thoie are buil
nesses, first and foremost.

Wl nell wou more abaut this gieat
CNNANCEment (o Ouf program as we
megve along and It takes shape,

In the current fical year through
March, we have received qifts and
pledges  from g8 alumnd  and
friends. Thowe total f1.250,6848.79,
We are grateful that o many mec-
ognize the value of contribating to
aur itudents’ education and expéri-
encE, Wwith today's financial
strains, we have more students
seeking financial aid than ever
before. ‘We have not been able to
help them all.  Schodarship funds
will abways be wital and walued.
Well never have enough. We can
uze qifts that will make endowed
schaolarships grow, but we can alu
use gifts that can iImmediately be
dllecated  to  scholarships  and
graduare feflowships,

In the current fiscal year through
March, we have received gifts and
pledges  from 516 alumnd  and
friefids, Those total 1,250,886 79,
We are grateful that so many mec-
ognize the value of contributing to
aur students’ education and experi-
once, With today's financial
strainy, we have more studenis
seebdng fnancial akd than ever
before. We have not been able to
help therm all. Schalarship funds
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will abways be wital and walued.
We'll never have enough. We can
use gifts that will make endewed
scholarships grow, but we can alio
use qifts that can immediately be
gllocated to  scholarships  and
graduate fellovwships.

NEWSPLEX

The IFiLA, Mewsples, now i its
wevenith year an our multimedia
news laboratory, has never been
busier, It on track this year for the
first tirme to attract more than
$350,000 In grants and contracts.
Big time,

Or BGTime, as in Bridging Gen-
erations through Technology, In
formatson, Media and Engagement.
That's the name of the multi-year
grant funded by the Enight Foun-
datian and the Central Caraling
Community Foundation. \We're
training USC and Benedict College
students ar Mewsples to work with
Colembia-area senior centers bo use
new media or community jourmal-
ism, The State Media Company and
SCETY are partners, as well,

Mewaplex gnd the journalism fac-
ulty ane moving into their fourth
year of AMAOER Alert  training
brivgping media and law enforce-
ment together through grants from
the Department of Justice. MNews-
plex director Randy Covington, fac-
ulty member Hugh Sunn and ad-
Junect Instructor Mike Guinn e
heading this program.

Last fall, we hosted Dv. Augie
Grant’s annual media comvergence
conference for the seventh year.
For 2009, we're making it a road
o o heading west to co-Haat
the conference with the Unhersity
of Nevada-Reno in Movemnber,

SEVEN YEARS --
NO ITCH.

This s my seventh year as dean
af the college, Every day is an
honos and a challenge. I'm repeat-
edy adked iF | miis the life of a for-
gign of White House correspon-
dent. Uinfallingly, my answer is na,
I've got a full-time job here, Had |
nothing else o do, then | would
miss the intensity of politics, the
adrenalinge of reporting, the ur-
gency of deadlines. Now and then,
| do wish academic

deadlings were a little mom
urgent. The dramatic change in
pace has always been the great-
cst adjustment from my days at
CHM or ABC News, Buot there are
reasans why news ks wrgent and
education s careful and maethodi-
cal,
Our responsbiiity as educators
= | gongider mysell both exuca-
toF and pournalist — B resnfosoed
for me every day, Sometimes it ks
defivered by an excited student
who's gotten a first job or a
dpar-opening internship,  Some-
times it @8 @ struggling student
trying to find her place In the wni-
wersity, Andaften it i in the facg
af a four-year-old at education's
doorstep, |8 that Fface puizled,
wared, already disadvantaged?
O ks it one of those faces enliy-
ened when our university mascot
Cocky and his college friends visi
an elementary school somewhene
in the state to deliver the mes-
sage that reading s the key to
apening the dodr to kndwledege

I dan't want o overstay my
welcome in the dean’s office. bt
there are 4 few things | hope to
brirsg forward in the years alead,
Cocky's Reading Express has been
4 succestful outreach program
for our 3chool of Library and In-
formation Science and USC's stu-
dent government. Dut it is only
thee et yisible part of owr Chil-
dren, Libraries and Literacy (ni-
thathve. Our next goal b (o eica-
late the sifort, drill desper, docu-
ment the progress that students
can make with & consistent lit-
Bracy program. We want to ad-
dress both foundational literacy
and functional literacies —
heatth, media. financial — with
our collaborators within the col-
iege and acroms the University,

I'm also intent on being here
when we pack out of the Coli-
seurm amnd into a new home lor
the School of Jowmalism and
Mass Communications.  For a
shart wille, st 1east, | wWant to put
iy feet up on the desk and ook
aut a window towardi the Horse-
shot and feel confident that the
University rl.-nngnlm the place
this college holds and the roke it
plays. Hold me accountable for
achileving that.



COCKY'S READING EXPRESS PHOTOS

S, | ;
Dianne Johnson, Tilda Reeder, Pat & Susie VanHuss Steve Benjamin,
Pam Davenport Gene Allen, Curt Rone

Leland & Cornelia Williams Jacquie & Wayne Corley Julie & Mike Brenan

Thank you to our latest endowed scholarship donors!

The Stephen M. Biondo Scholarship Endowment Fund and The Stephen M. Biondo Scholarship Fund
Established by Jim Hayes, Alexandria, Va., in memory of Stephen Biondo.

The Larry and Delores Marie Thomas Scholarship Endowment Fund
Established by journalism alumnus Capt. Larry Thomas, Katy, Texas.
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2rofl Jay Bender administers Kappa Tauw Alpha Cath

The school of Journalismand Mass Communications held its annual Honors and Awards Might celebration in April,
Students, faculty, family and friends gathered to recognize the academic achievements of the School’s best and
brightest students,

Awards were presented to outstanding seniors in the advertising and public relations sequence, the print and elec-
tronic journalism sequence, the visual communications sequence, as well as the graduate program. The School also
recegnized its honors graduates and Kappa Tau Alpha Scholars. Visit the News section at www.sc.edu/emcis for a
complete story about our award reciplents.

Our graduate students earned awards at the University's Graduate Student Day in April. From the School of Li-
brary and Information Science, Barbara Montgomery won second place for her poster, "One Too Many.” Clayton
Copeland received a Preparing Future Faculty award from the Center for Teaching Excellence.

In the J-schoal, Youngshin Hong received the Dera D. Parkinson Fellowship; Heldl Campbell won third place for
her oral presentation, *Propagating the “Womanpower Campaign during WWwWI~ and Beth Concepelon won third
place for her oral presentation, “When Does Reporting Become Obstruction of Justice 7: A case study of ethics In
the néwsroom.”
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M. Robision

Cutstanding Advertising Senlor

t:mlnf;luﬂ;c J.E;l‘tlé“ Senior

Matthew E. Mooae

Cutstanding Elec<tronic
Jaurnalism Seniar for Reparting

Thomas J. Benming

George Buchanan Award
for Print Jaurnalism

School of Library and Information Science

John N, Olsgaard Distinguished Service Award
Diversity Leadership Group

Outstanding Alumni Avward
Mary Smalls

Willlam M. Trafton Outstanding Student Award for Leadership
Chess Schmidt

Wayne 5. Yenawine Distinguished Student Award
Adam Varobolk

Sanerdla. Rothowsli Jacquelive D. Alexarder

Qutstanding Advertising Senlor . Rion Mckissick Award
for Print Jourmalam
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Journalism Senias for Leaderihip Communicationg Senior

School of Journalism and
Mass Communications

Bryce Rucker Excellence in Student Research Award
Qingjiang Yao

2009 Graduate Research Award
Heidi D, Campbell, Hilary Fussell Sisco and Yang-Hwan Lee

Kappa Tau Alpha Top Scholar Award
Teresa M. Mobleytand Bradiey J. Petit

Kappa Tau Alpha Honor Award
Anna Groos Saunders, Hilary Fussell Sisco,
Matthew Charles Tryon and Joy Ballard Wilkersan



Elaine Taylor
Assistant Director of Development

Earning a Living Never Felt So Good

Five of our alumni are amazed by the career path
they chose. These alumni are all entrepreneurs. One
owns a marketing firm. Another co-founded a the-
atre. And all five of these alumni love what they do
for a living.

These graduates participated in a panel discus-
sion about creative entrepreneurship as a part of
our sixth annual I-Comm Week. They addressed stu-
dents, staff and faculty about how they got started
in the world of entrepreneurship and what they’ve
learned from owning their own businesses.

The alumni who spoke are Robbie Butt, presi-
dent of Marketing Performance Group; Jacque Ri-
ley, president and CEO of Riley Communications;
Shawna Simmons, freelance fashion photographer;
Zach Sykes, president of Octagon Solutions; and
Kay Thigpen, co-founder and managing director of
Trustus Theatre.

We asked these alumni to tell us what is so great
about being entrepreneurs. And, what's not-so-
great?
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Our alumni panelists agreed that one of the best
things is being in control. At the same time, it’s one
of the worst things. You have the freedom to choose
your clients. You approve your own vacation time
requests. But the ultimate responsibility lies on you.
And did | mention that work never ends? You are
always on. That means you think about work on the
weekend, at night, pretty much all of the time. That,
of course, could be good or bad, depending upon
perspective. As one alumnus put it, the opportunity
to think creatively is what keeps it exciting.

Maybe you’ve thought about entrepreneurship.
Maybe you're considering a different career path.
Maybe you're wondering where in the world to be-
gin. A start would be to use the resources available
through our University’s Career Center. The Career
Center offers JobMate to alumni at no charge. Its
Web site offers numerous resources and informa-
tion, such as tip sheets and videos. For a small fee,
you can have your own personal career counselor.
Visit http://www.sc.edu/career/ or contact Sandy
Tomes at (803) 777-0113.

The Small Business Administration also offers ser-
vices, tools and links to local resources for starting
your business. For more information, visit http://
www.sba.gov/index.html.

Don't forget the importance of building relation-
ships. Be assertive seeking information from pro-
fessionals you admire. Our College alumni society
would be a great start. And when you do launch the
business or land the job of your dreams, let us know.
You could be sharing your experience on a future
panel!



Vis Com Professor Wins Academic Excellence Award

Denise McGill, an assistant professor in visual communications, recently won the 2009 Beckman Stewart
Academic Excellence award presented by the Southern Short Course in News Photography.
McGill was picked from among 200 other candidates for the award.The award is based on excellence in teach-
ing, outstanding service to the photojournalism community, a successful practitioner career, and a strong abil-
ity as a mentor.

She teaches courses in photography and visual communications in the J-school and she is the secretary of the
National Press Photographers Association. She started a student chapter of the National Press Photographers
at USC last fall.

The Southern Short Course in News Photography is America’s longest-running photojournalism seminar.
Originally founded by the Carolinas Press Photographers Association, the SSCis now a non-profit independent
organization.

Library and Information Science Coordinator Completes Training

Carolyn Delton of the School of Library and Information Science recently completed University training
provided by the Office of Sponsored Awards Management (SAM). She earned a Certificate in Research Admin-
istration for her participation in the Gamecock Research Administrators Network Training, or GRANT. Delton
was among 20 participants from all over the USC campus.

GRANT is a comprehensive training program developed to meet the research administration needs of USC
faculty and staff.

Delton is administrative coordinator for the Office of the Director in SLIS. She plans to use her certification
i to assist SLIS faculty and staff in preparing grants. And, she says, “In another life, | imagine myself as a free-
* lance grant writer!”

CMCIS Well Represented on Alumni Association Board

The Greater University of South Carolina Alumni Association has elected two College of Mass Communications and Information
Studies alumni to its Board of Governors. Malik Husser (2000) and Larry Thomas (1983) will serve from July 1, 2009 until June 30,
2012,

Many other alumni are current board members. They are Camillia Y. Austin (2003), Donald F. Barton (1949), W. Lee Bussell (1992),
Tracy T. Hardaway (1971), Linda P. McConnell (1997), John Joseph O’Hara (1982), Kela E. Thomas (1985) and Mark H. Tibshrany
(2002). Heather M. Darazs, who graduated in May, served as a student member of the board. Bussell will become president in July.

In Memoriam

Penny Hayne

School of Library and Information Science alumna and adjunct instructor Penny Hayne passed away in November 2008. “Penny
was a graduate of the program, a school media specialist extraordinaire, and one of our most talented and beloved adjunct instruc-
tors. We all will miss her bright smile, upbeat personality and her love of children’s literature,” said Dr. Samantha Hastings, SLIS
director.

After earning her master’s degree from SLIS, she became a National Board Certified Media Specialist and served as a media special-
ist at several Midlands-area elementary schools, most recently Lake Murray Elementary School.

She served not only her schools but her profession as president of the South Carolina Association of School Librarians, as a consul-
tant and mentor to schools, as advisor to former First Lady Rachel Hodges’ Books Selection Committee, for the “Reading with Rachel”
program, and on numerous other professional committees.

To read tributes to Mrs. Hayne from her former colleagues and SLIS students, visit
http://www.libsci.sc.edu/adjuncts/hayne/memories.html

Memorials may be made to St. John’s Episcopal Church, 2827 Wheat Street, Columbia, S.C. 29205.

James A. Kuykendall

School of Journalism and Mass Communications alumnus James A. Kuykendall died in March 2009 after a lengthy and courageous
battle with cancer. He was 49.

After earning his bachelor’s degree in journalism at USC, he worked at newspapers in Columbia, Charleston and Fort Lauderdale
and then Hartford, Conn.

Mr. Kuykendall’s obituary in the Hartford Courant, where he was a reporter and designer since 1990, said. “He was versatile and
universally beloved in the newsroom, where he always worked to knock down boundaries and get folks together. He knew a little bit
about everything and was selfless with his time, talent and ideas. A true newsman, Jim loved to debate or discuss any topic and he
relished learning the other side of an issue.”

Memorial contributions can be made to the Wethersfield Dog Park, (wethersfielddogpark.org) c/o Town of Wethersfield / Dog
Park, Parks and Recreation, 505 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfield, CT 06109, where Jim and his precocious black Lab Maddy solved
many of the world’s problems.
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Sarah Chakales - 2008, B.A., and
fellow Gamecock, Andrew
Henstock, are bringing Gamecock
Country to Hong Kong. Sarah is
a graduate student working as an
intern at CNN Hong Kong, where
Andrew is Senior International
Editor.

*| may have embarrassed Andrew
when | called him a Gamecock in
the newsroom,” Sarah said about
the way their colleagues looked at
him. “l always forget how odd it
sounds to people who aren‘t South
Carolinians.”
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SAVE THE DATE:
Oct. 23— 24

HOMECOMING 2009

Stay tuned to www.sc.edu/cmcis for details!

Questions? Call 803-777-7118.






