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THE PAST – 
TEMPERATURES RISING AT ROSEBUD



THE PAST – 
RAIN AND SNOW RISING AT ROSEBUD



MORE HOT 
AND VERY HOT DAYS TO COME

>90 degrees 
F

>100 
degrees F

>105 
degrees F

1990s 25 days 2 days 0 days
2025s 43 days 7 days 2 days
2055s 63 days 19 days 6 days
2085s 85 days 43 days 23  days



Days with very high fire 
danger
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The most famous photograph of bison extermination is 
a grisly image of a mountain of bison skulls. It was 
taken outside of Michigan Carbon Works in Rougeville, 
Mich., in 1892. 

At the close of the 18th 
century, there were between 
30 and 60 million bison on the 
continent. By the time of this 
photograph, that population 
was reduced to under 500.

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/destruction-of-the-bison/8D2DA1D99CDCD220EB134040265AF627
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/destruction-of-the-bison/8D2DA1D99CDCD220EB134040265AF627
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/destruction-of-the-bison/8D2DA1D99CDCD220EB134040265AF627


FORT LARAMIE TREATIES 1851 - 1868



FORT LARAMIE TREATY OF 1851

•ARTICLE 6.
•THE PARTIES TO THE SECOND PART OF THIS TREATY 
HAVING SELECTED PRINCIPALS OR HEAD-CHIEFS FOR 
THEIR RESPECTIVE NATIONS, THROUGH WHOM ALL 
NATIONAL BUSINESS WILL HEREAFTER BE CONDUCTED, 
DO HEREBY BIND THEMSELVES TO SUSTAIN SAID CHIEFS 
AND THEIR SUCCESSORS DURING GOOD BEHAVIOR.



ARTICLE II - 1868
• ARTICLE II.

THE UNITED STATES AGREES THAT THE FOLLOWING DISTRICT OF COUNTRY, TO WIT, VIZ: COMMENCING ON THE 
EAST BANK OF THE MISSOURI RIVER WHERE THE 46TH PARALLEL OF NORTH LATITUDE CROSSES THE SAME, THENCE 
ALONG LOW-WATER MARK DOWN SAID EAST BANK TO A POINT OPPOSITE WHERE THE NORTHERN LINE OF THE 
STATE OF NEBRASKA STRIKES THE RIVER, THENCE WEST ACROSS SAID RIVER, AND ALONG THE NORTHERN LINE OF 
NEBRASKA TO THE 104TH DEGREE OF LONGITUDE WEST FROM GREENWICH, THENCE NORTH ON SAID MERIDIAN 
TO A POINT WHERE THE 46TH PARALLEL OF NORTH LATITUDE INTERCEPTS THE SAME, THENCE DUE EAST ALONG 
SAID PARALLEL TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING; AND IN ADDITION THERETO, ALL EXISTING RESERVATIONS OF THE 
EAST BACK OF SAID RIVER, SHALL BE AND THE SAME IS, SET APART FOR THE ABSOLUTE AND UNDISTURBED USE 
AND OCCUPATION OF THE INDIANS HEREIN NAMED, AND FOR SUCH OTHER FRIENDLY TRIBES OR INDIVIDUAL 
INDIANS AS FROM TIME TO TIME THEY MAY BE WILLING, WITH THE CONSENT OF THE UNITED STATES, TO ADMIT 
AMONGST THEM; AND THE UNITED STATES NOW SOLEMNLY AGREES THAT NO PERSONS, EXCEPT THOSE HEREIN 
DESIGNATED AND AUTHORIZED SO TO DO, AND EXCEPT SUCH OFFICERS, AGENTS, AND EMPLOYEES OF THE 
GOVERNMENT AS MAY BE AUTHORIZED TO ENTER UPON INDIAN RESERVATIONS IN DISCHARGE OF DUTIES 
ENJOINED BY LAW, SHALL EVER BE PERMITTED TO PASS OVER, SETTLE UPON, OR RESIDE IN THE TERRITORY 
DESCRIBED IN THIS ARTICLE, OR IN SUCH TERRITORY AS MAY BE ADDED TO THIS RESERVATION FOR THE USE OF 
SAID INDIANS, AND HENCEFORTH THEY WILL AND DO HEREBY RELINQUISH ALL CLAIMS OR RIGHT IN AND TO ANY 
PORTION OF THE UNITED STATES OR TERRITORIES, EXCEPT SUCH AS IS EMBRACED WITHIN THE LIMITS AFORESAID, 
AND EXCEPT AS HEREINAFTER PROVIDED.



ARTICLE 5

• THE TERRITORY OF THE SIOUX OR DAHCOTAH NATION, 
COMMENCING THE MOUTH OF THE WHITE EARTH RIVER, ON THE 
MISSOURI RIVER: THENCE IN A SOUTHWESTERLY DIRECTION TO 
THE FORKS OF THE PLATTE RIVER: THENCE UP THE NORTH FORK 
OF THE PLATTE RIVER TO A POINT KNOWN AS THE RED BUTE, OR 
WHERE THE ROAD LEAVES THE RIVER; THENCE ALONG THE RANGE 
OF MOUNTAINS KNOWN AS THE BLACK HILLS, TO THE HEAD-
WATERS OF HEART RIVER; THENCE DOWN HEART RIVER TO ITS 
MOUTH; AND THENCE DOWN THE MISSOURI RIVER TO THE PLACE 
OF BEGINNING.















INPUT FROM THE 
OYATE

(despite Covid)





CONCER
NS

WHAT TO FOCUS 
PLANNING ON



Syed Huq Director, Water Department

Joe Ross, RST Ranch Manager

Paula Wopilawin Antoine, Director, Sicangu Oyate Land Office

Pam Giroux, Director, Rosebud Elder Care

Ken Haukaas, Director, Forestry Department

Alexander Swalley, Director, Environmental Protection Department

Wayne Bear Shield, Director, Facilities Management,

Caroline Horse Looking, Director, RST Enrollment

Ione Quigley, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Robert Oliver, Director, Dam Safety, Emergency Response

Wizipan Little Elk, Executive Director, REDCO [now with BIA]

Tony Rogers, Director, Tribal Utility Commission

Skyla Fast Horse, Director, Health Department 

RST Government 
expertise



Protect the Oyate

Protect and Wisely Use our Water

Protecting the Land and Living 

Relatives



Four Highlighted 
Recommendations

Establish a permanent tribal office led by a Chief 
Climate Officer

Plan and build capacity to address human needs in 
weather emergencies.

Implement the Rosebud Drought Adaptation and 
Mitigation Plan

Establish a Sicangu Lakota Oyate Environmental Data and  
Decisions Center for focused information and sovereignty 
for the land and living relatives



PROTECTING THE OYATE

Establish a permanent tribal department and Oyate 
Climate ItacanEnhance tribal capacity to protect life and property 
among the Sicangu Lakota Oyate

Weather emergencies – plan for flooding and 

tornadoes

Local weather warning system

Reliable heating and cooling 

Community centers as warm/cooling stations

Wellness checks

Consider rooftop solar

Consider higher building codes



PROTECTING AND WISELY USING OUR 
WATER

Adopt and implement the Rosebud Tribal Water Code 

Fully implement  the Rosebud Drought Adaptation and 

Mitigation Plan

Expand characterization and monitoring of Rosebud water

RST has legal access to Missouri River 
water 
Reservation sits atop major aquifer

BUT --  contamination, control, over-use, drought impacts, 
pose dangers 



PROTECTING THE LAND AND LIVING RELATIVES

Establish a Sicangu Climate Center for focused information and 
sovereignty for the land and living relatives

Clean up the Reservation

Expand food sovereignty, local markets, processing facilities

Promote habitat conservation 

Reduce overgrazing

Understand the impacts of climate change on forests and 

grasslands

Plant more trees

Track forage production and use

Preserve sacred plants, at-risk species, and consider when 

development occurs



SICANGU CLIMATE CENTER
(SCC) GRANT 

ENABLES US TO BUILD A 
CLIMATE DATA SYSTEM 
THAT WE OWN AND 
CONTROL TO SUPPORT 
OUR VISION, 
SOVEREIGNTY, PEOPLE.
 



TRIBAL CLIMATE CENTER
(TCC) GRANT

IS A CONTINUATION 
OF THE WORK OF 
THE CLIMATE 
CHANGE WORKING 
GROUP.
 



TRIBAL CLIMATE CENTER GOAL:
PROTECTING THE LAND AND LIVING RELATIVES

Establish a Sicangu Climate Center for focused information and 
sovereignty for the land and living relatives

Clean up the Reservation

Expand food sovereignty, local markets, processing facilities

Promote habitat conservation 

Reduce overgrazing

Understand the impacts of climate change on forests and 

grasslands

Plant more trees

Track forage production and use

Preserve sacred plants, at-risk species, and consider when 

development occurs

TCC Data Foundation to Support Realization of the Vision 



TRIBAL CLIMATE CENTER PROJECT 
GOAL:
PROTECTING AND WISELY USING OUR 
WATER

Adopt and implement the Rosebud Tribal Water Code 

Fully implement  the Rosebud Drought Adaptation and 

Mitigation Plan

Expand characterization and monitoring of Rosebud water

RST has legal access to Missouri River 
water 
Reservation sits atop major aquifer

BUT --  contamination, control, over-use, drought impacts, 
pose dangers 

TCC Data Foundation to Support Realization of the Vision 



THE SICANGU 
CLIMATE CENTER 
data will be ours, 
and the technology
secure so that we 
can maintain 
sovereignty over 
the data that helps 
to tell the story of 
our land, our 
people, our vision 
and our intentions.



Paula Antoine, 
Director
Sicangu Oyate Land Office
Member: Sicangu Climate Crisis Working Group


