
South Carolina Department of Social Services Child Health Fact Sheet 
Demographics1 

 Number Percent2 

Children in foster care (DSS count as of 5/21/18)   4,640  

Age 

     0-5 1,611 34.7% 

     6-12 1,465 31.6% 

     13-17 1,293 27.9% 

     18-21 191 4.1% 

     Unknown 80 1.2% 

Race/Ethnicity 

      African American3 1,758 37.4% 

    Caucasian 2,494 53.0% 

    Asian  8 .2% 

    Multi-racial (Includes multi-racial unknown) 333 7.1% 

    Other (American Indian/Alaskan Native/Pacific Islander)  14 .3% 

    Declined/Unknown/Unable to determine 93 2.0% 

Children with High Need/Risks4 

Diagnosis 

      ADHD       938 22.3% 

      Anxiety   229 5.6% 

       Asthma      172 4.2% 

      Depression 70 2.7% 

      Bipolar Disorder 59 1.4% 

      Diabetes 18 .4% 

      Personality Disorder 17 .4% 

      Schizophrenia 16 .4% 

      Sickle Cell      7 .2% 

Hospitalizations 

      ER visit in the past year 1137 27.6% 

      Other inpatient hospitalization 142 3.4% 

      Psychiatric 117 2.8% 

Health Determinants/Risk 

      Family/social problems 1171 28.4% 

      Psychological signs and symptoms 513 12.5% 

      Tobacco use 105 2.5% 
 
 

                                                           
1 Data as of 5/21/18 from CAPSS system 
2 Data as of 5/21/18 from CAPSS system, for each of these a screening date is indicated.  Verification of the visit through DHHS claims data, 
dictation or uploaded discharge summary is still ongoing. 
3 Data as of 5/30/18 from CAPSS system, denominator is the 4,700 children in foster care. 
4 Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
4,120 children were enrolled in Select Health. 



 

Screenings 

  
Number 

CAPSS 
Percent 

Verified 
Percent5 

Children who received an initial physical health screening 3,823 82.4% 93.1% 

Children who received an initial behavioral health screening 3,379 92.3%6 79.9% 

Children who received an initial dental health screening 3,548 82.8%7 77.7% 

Immediate Needs/Gaps in Care 

Screenings8 

      Children missing a physical health screening 252 17.6% 6.9% 

      Children missing a dental screening 776 17.2% 22.3% 

      Children missing a behavioral health screening 732 7.7% 20.1% 

Immunizations 

      Children missing child (combo 10) immunization 14 N/A 10.2%9 

      Adolescent missing adolescent (combo 2) immunization 11 N/A 9.4%10 

Physical Health Conditions 

      Overreliance on asthma rescue medication 22 N/A  12.8%11 

      Did not have diabetic testing for hemoglobin A1c 4 N/A  22.2%12 

Substance Use  

      Alcohol/drug dependence but did not Initiate treatment 49 N/A  45.0%13 

      Alcohol/drug dependence treatment but did not have 
two or more services within 30 days 

 
17 

 
N/A  

 
34.7%14 

Behavioral Health 

      Psychosocial intervention did not precede prescribing 
antipsychotic 

 
23 

 
N/A  

 
20.7%15 

      Did not have metabolic monitoring if on antipsychotics 134 N/A 59.8%16 

                                                           
5 Data as of 4/3/18 from DHHS and adjusted by USC for age rules (children under 3 physical health screening counted and children >= 1 for 
dental screenings) for all children in foster care including the initial cohort and all children who entered care during calendar year 2017. 
6 Data as of 5/21/18, 3,658 children were age appropriate (over age 3) for a behavioral health screening, and 3,379 had a screening date in 
CAPSS. 
7 Data as of 5/21/18, 4,284 children were age appropriate (over age 1) for dental screening, and 3,548 had a screening date in CAPSS. 
8 Data as of 4/3/18 from DHHS and adjusted by USC for age rules (children under 3 physical health screening counted and children >= 1 for 
dental screenings) for all children in foster care including the initial cohort and all children who entered care during calendar year 2017.  
Percentages are from CAPSS data as of 5/21/18. 
9 Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
data was available, 137 children were the appropriate age for child immunizations. 
10Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
data was available, 117 children were the appropriate age for adolescent immunizations.  
11 Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
data was available, 172 children had asthma.  
12 Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
data was available, 18 children were diagnosed with diabetes.  
13 Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
data was available, 109 children had alcohol or drug dependence.  
14 Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
data was available, 49 children had alcohol or drug dependence and initiated treatment.  
15Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
data was available, 111 children were newly prescribed antipsychotic medication.  
16 Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
data was available, 224 children were on prescribed antipsychotic medication. 



      Did not have 30 day follow up after inpatient 
psychiatric hospitalization 

 
72 

 
N/A 

 
61.5%17 

      Newly started ADHD medication, but did not have 
follow up initiation appointment  

 
60 

 
N/A 

 
61.2%18 

     Newly started ADHD medication, but did not have 
continuation and maintenance appointments 

 
8 

 
N/A  

 
19.5%19 

 

                                                           
17 Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
data was available, 117 children were hospitalized for psychiatric reasons. 
18 Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
data was available, 40 children started ADHD medication and should have had continuation and maintenance appointments. 
19 Data as of 5/25/18 from Select Health, Quality Spectrum Insight software as of 12/2017 the most comprehensive month available for which 
data was available, 224 children were on prescribed antipsychotic medication. 

 


