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The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) encourages educators to use evidence-based practices. Knowing
what works to improve student outcomes can inform school improvement and the design of projects in
secondary education.

What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) practice guides provide
recommendations that can help teachers, administrators,

and other educators improve student outcomes. Panels of
nationally recognized experts draw on WWC reviews of
research as well as their own expertise to develop these
recommendations and related action steps. The WWC
characterizes the level of evidence for each recommendation
as "strong," "moderate," or "minimal".

The four practice guides listed here include recommendations
for use in secondary schools. Practices that meet the U.S.
Department of Education definition of Strong Evidence (Tier 1)
under ESSA are shown in green. Practices meeting the definition
of Moderate Evidence (Tier 2) are shown in yellow. Practices
in gray, which the guides describe as based on "minimal
evidence," meet the Department's definition of evidence that
Demonstrates a Rationale (Tier 4). Recommendations from
practice guides released in 2010 or earlier are not shown
below, but can meet the Department's definition of Promising
Evidence (Tier 3) if the guide describes the corresponding
evidence as "strong" or "moderate."

Teaching Secondary Students to Write Effectively (2016)

3 Recommendations

Tier 1 — Strong evidence Tier 4 — Minimal Evidence
g Explicitly teach appropriate writing . .
. . . Use assessments of student writing to
strategies using a Model-Practice-Reflect é . . .
,m & & y ‘ inform instruction and feedback.

instructional cycle.

Tier 2 — Moderate evidence

Integrate writing and reading to emphasize
key writing features.



https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/WhatWeDo
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/07/31/2017-15989/definitions-and-selection-criteria-that-apply-to-direct-grant-programs
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/22

roving Mathematical Problem Solving in Grades 4 Through 8 (2018)

5 Recommendations

Tier 1 — Strong evidence Tier 2 — Moderate evidence
6 Assist students in monitoring and reflecting Expose students to multiple problem-solving
=2~ on the problem-solving process. strategies.
6 Teach students how to use visual Help students recognize and articulate
=2\ representations. mathematical concepts and notation.

Tier 4 — Minimal Evidence

6 Prepare problems and use them in whole-
<~ class instruction.

Teaching Strategies for Improving Algebra Knowledge in Middle and High School Students (2019)

3 Recommendations

Tier 2 — Moderate evidence Tier 4 — Minimal Evidence

Teach students to intentionally choose .
. . . Use solved problems to engage students in
from alternative algebraic strategies when . . - .
. analyzing algebraic reasoning and strategies.
solving problems.

Teach students to utilize the structure of
algebraic representations.

Preventing Dropout in Secondary Schools (2017)

4 Recommendations

Tier 1 — Strong evidence Tier 2 — Moderate evidence
Engage students by offering curricula and Provide intensive, individualized support to
u programs that connect schoolwork with students who have fallen off track and face
college and career success and that improve significant challenges to success.

students’ capacity to manage challenges in

and out of school. . )

For schools with many at-risk students, create
small, personalized communities

. o e . to facilitate monitoring and support.
Tier 4 — Minimal Evidence & anc stipp

Monitor the progress of all students, and

g proactively intervene when students show
early signs of attendance, behavior, or
academic problems.



https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/24
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/16
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuide/20

	Guides to Evidence-Based Practices for Educators in Secondary Schools
	Teaching Secondary Students to Write Effectively (2016)
	Tier 1 – Strong evidence
	Tier 2 – Moderate evidence
	Tier 4 – Minimal Evidence

	Improving Mathematical Problem Solving in Grades 4 Through 8 (2018)
	Tier 1 – Strong evidence
	Tier 2 – Moderate evidence
	Tier 4 – Minimal Evidence

	Teaching Strategies for Improving Algebra Knowledge in Middle and High School Students (2019)
	Tier 2 – Moderate evidence
	Tier 4 – Minimal Evidence

	Preventing Dropout in Secondary Schools (2017)
	Tier 1 – Strong evidence
	Tier 2 – Moderate evidence
	Tier 4 – Minimal Evidence






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		WWC_Secondary_Guides.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 3



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



