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Canadian supporters join Cesar Chavez on a picket line r'n. To_romo. P:c;ugd fef;erf
right are: Ralph Ortlieb, CLC Ontario direc{or of organization; G‘_zraFr £ Oa:fz; 0}
USWA Canadian national director; Gord Wilson, president, On{arm edera Coana-
Labour; Fortunate “'Lucky’ Rao, retired Steelworker; and David Martinez,

dian boycott director.

UFW and Canada: Twenty
Years of Solidarity

he first UFW boycolt organizers

arrived in Toronto in 1967. Cana-
dians opened their hearts 1o these
organizers and soon foupd thcrpselves
on picket lines and at rallies. Their sup-
port has never faltered. ' ‘

Cesar Chavez visited Canadians in
nine cities in June to celebrate 20 years
of solidarity and to continue promoting
the present table grape boycoll.

In Montreal, Mayor Sean Dore, who
said pesticides threaten both consumers
and workers, endorsed the boycott after
meeting with Chavez and viewing “The
Wrath of Grapes.'”” The mayor said
Chavez’ message contains valid informa-
tion that requires close scrutiny. _

Marvin Rotrand, Montreal City
Council member, said the mayqr's
endorsement could lead to a resolution
by the City Council supppr}ing the
boycott which would help inform the
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public about the pesticide issue and the
farm worker cause.

While in Montreal, Chavez also met
wilh officials from the Quebec Federa-
tion of Labour, the Confederation of
Natignal Trade Unions and the Linion of
Agricultural Producers.

In Qttawa, Chavez met with Nancy
Riche, executive vice-president of t‘he
Canadian Labour Congress (CLC); with
Members of Parliament Rod Murphy,
Dan Heap, Charles Caccia and Mic!]gel
Cassidy; with the Social Justice Commit-
tee of the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops; with Dary! Bean,
national president of the Public Service
Alliance of Canada and with _J(?hn
Fryer, president of the naticnal Union
of Provincial Government Employees.

In Hamilten, Mayor Bob M. Morrow
and 15 religious groups heard Chavez
speak and in Toronto, Chavez, Sean

Agjlwg pireg

O’Flyan and Gord Wilson of the Ontario
Federation of Labour and Gerard Doc-
quier of the Canadian Steelworkers
Joined a picket line at a New Dominion
Store. And in S1. Thomas, the Ontario
Provincial Council of Machinists led by
President Tom Lee generously donated
$1,000 to the boycott.

In Sudbury, Paul Labelle of the
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store
Union joined Chavez on an A&P picket
line, and in London, Chavez met with
members of the Catholic Rural Life
Conference and other religious leaders,
In Windsor, Chavez joined Gary Parent,
president of the Windsor and District
Labour Council, ard Canadian Auto
Warkers on another A&P picket line
and at a press conference,

Other News

A Canadian Board of Inquiry visited
California in May o investigate the
reasons for the UFW grape boycotr.

Those on the Board included Nancy
Riche of the CLC, retired Stectworker
Fortunato *‘Lucky” Rao from Toronlo,
Sean O’Flynn of the OFL, Jesus Falcon
of the International Ladies’ Garment

Workers Union and Father jim Roberis
from Vancouver.

The Canadians first went to Coachella
{o investigate violence during union elec-
tions; then to Delano to discuss pesti-
cides; next to Parlier 10 1alk with
ex-Agricultural Labor Relations Board
member Jerome Waldie and ex-staff
attorney Miles Locker; and finally to
Sacramento to interview ALRB General
Counsel Dave Stirling and ALRB Chair-
man Ben Davidian.

“During our trip, we realized that in
1987 in the United States of America,
there is still major exploitation of
workers,”” said Nancy Riche. “The bla-
tant election violence and the lack of
convictions of those responsible and the
pesticide abuses are of immense concern
to us."

“In our meeting with Stirling and
Davidian, we found the ALRB 10 be
clearly anti-UFW and anti-worker,
Riche added, ‘‘and the ALRB seems
intent on diminishing the UFw .**

The Board of Inquiry will publish its
findings and recommendations later this
summer.

The Canadian Boara of Inquiry hears testimony in Delano. Pictured fleft to right)
are: Sean O'Flynn, Jesus Falecon,
Father Jim Roberts.

Nancy

Riche, Fortunato “Lucky® Rao, and




The National Council of Churches endorses — and calls on its congregations with 40

million members — (o endorse the grape boycott.

Photo by Mark McDonald

National Council of Churches,
More Groups Endorse Boycott

F arm workers rejoiced when they
got the Good News that the govern-
ing board of the National Council of
Churches of Christ, USA (NCCC) had
endorsed the UFW boycott of California
table grapes at its meeting on May 15 in
Kansas City, Missouri.

Present at the mecting to seek the
boycott endorsement were Olgha Sierra
Sandman, president of the executive
board of National Farm Worker Min-
istry, and Rev. Sharon Streater, NFWM
staff member. Their presentation
includ~" - rhowing of the UFW boveotl
film, Wrath of Grapes.”

Farm Workers Testify

But the most moving moments of the
presentation look place when Ruben and
Dora Rodriguez, farm workers from
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McFarland, California, told the dele-
gates about the suffering farm workers
endure from pesticide poisoning. The
Rodriguezes, after having had five
healthy children, lost their sixth through
stillbirth last November two years after
Ruben took a new job as a pesticide
sprayer for the Sandrini grape ranch in
Delano. They are convinced that their
exposure 1o parathion, captan, paraquat
and sodium arsenite caused the death of
their baby. (See Food and Justice,
March 1987.)

The board, having already examined
documentation of the boycolt request,
bypassed further committee study and
expedited its endorsement of the boy-
cotl. I think their definitive approval
of the boycorlt reflects the members’
understanding both of the issues involved

and their urgency, especially the pesti-
cide threat 1o both farm workers and
consumers,” said Sister Pat Drydyk,
OFM, executive director of NFWM,
who also heads the NFWM-sponsored
Ministry Among Pesticide Victims pro-
ject based in Delano.

Call to Congregations

The NCCC, the most influential Pro-
testant body in the U.S., is comprised of
31 mainline denominations with congre-
gations totalling 40 million members.
The NCCC is asking all local congrega-
tions to implement a special boycott pro-
gram: to highlight the dangers of pesti-
cides 1o farm workers and grape con-
sumers; view and discuss the issues raised
in the film, “The Wrath of Grapes”:
and contribute funds 1o help finance the
boycoll.

Message to Governor and Growers

The NCCC boycott resolution urges
California Gov. George Deukmejian
and legislators '‘1o enforce present siate
laws that are intended to protect the
rights of farm workers, their health and
well-being.”” 1t also asks them 1o

encourage grape growers to come to the
bargaining table and negotiate a resolu-
tion to the concerns of farm workers."”

The resolution also specifically
“requests the California Table Grape
Commission to urge grape growers Lo
cease¢ using deadly pesticides that
endanger the life and well-being of farm
workers, their families, and consumers
of grapes.”

MORE ENDORSEMENTS
Columbia School of Public Health

The student body of one of the top-
rated schools of public health in the
nation, the Columbia University School
of Public Health, New York, following
an carlier endorsement by the American
Public Health Association, voted
unanimously al iis spring meeting Lo
endorse the UFW 1able grape boycott.

Shortly afterward, on April 21, the
Faculty Assembly also endorsed the
boycolt by a 26-10-1 margin. The
endorsements express concern about the
threal 1o farm workers from toxic pesti-
cides in the fields and 1o consumers from
pesticide residues on lable grapes. The

Los Angeles City Councilman Richard Alatorre informs the media of the council’s

endorsement of the UFW grape boycott,
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from The Graphics Workshop !

Eagle Knit Shirts

Now in a Variety of Colors

Wear these comfortable, stylish knit shirts embroidered with Cesar's
signature and the UFW eagle, or embroidered with the eagle only.

Choose your red, turquoise, navy, or pink shirts with complimentary
colored embroidery.

These 50-50 cotton-polyester shirts are proudly crafted by members
of the Amalgamated Clothing & Textile Workers Union of the AFL-CIO.

red with turquoise with navy with pink with

___ _black embroidery _ _ biack embroidery _ white embroidery _ white embroidery
YES! Please send my EAGLE KNIT SHIRTS
WITH SIGNATURE SIZE
COLOR OR WITHOUT? S ML XL aTy. PRICE TOTAL
$16.00 ea.
$16.00 ea.
$16.00 ea.
$16.00 ea.
Send this form with wnir nowmant tn: il ez isite
Uur o4 $2.00
| edtar SAMUEL B TRICKEY AU
723
Youraddre  C e INESVILLE FL 32603 s



