PROJECT MUSE’

Frontmatter

Published by

Leopold III and the Belgian Royal Question.
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2020.
Project MUSE.  https://dx.doi.org/10.1353/book.71675.

% For additional information about this book
https://muse.jhu.edu/book/71675

@080

v MG MO Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
[136.0.111.243] Project MUSE (2025-03-16 01:31 GMT)



A prince is further esteemed when he is a true friend
or a true enemy, when, that is, he declares himself without
reserve in favor of some one or against another. This policy
is always more useful than remaining neutral. For if two
neighboring powers come to blows, they are either such that
if one wins, you will have to fear the victor, or else not. In
either of these two cases it will be better for you to declare
yourself openly and make war, because in the first case if
you do not declare yourself, you will fall a prey to the victor,
to the pleasure and satisfaction of the one who has been de-
feated, and you will have no reason nor anything to defend
you and nobody to receive you. For, whoever wins will not
desire friends whom he suspects and who do not help him
when in trouble, and whoever loses will not receive you as
you did not take up arms to venture yourself in his cause.
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