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abo father’s sister; mother’s

brother’s wife

Abu A[ a mistaken ethnonym

for Nasu in Puwei

ada father

amo mother

assa female cross-cousin of a man

Ba (Tib.) self-designation of

Khams-pa Tibetans in Muli

baga village or hamlet

Bai v the name of a minzu

Bailang geshi vfàJ “Song

of Bailang”

Baima vç an ethnic group in

northwestern Sichuan that claims

to be separate from the Zang

baipi shu vCâ “white-cover

books,” first editions of the eth-

nological reports of the 1950s

baixing xt the commoner

retainers of a nuoho lord
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ban Ä class of students that

studies all subjects together

bazi r— flat alluvial plain

bazong p⁄ local o‹cial sub-

ordinate to the Muli king

bimo Nuosu priest

bingtuan ˆ√ soldier corps,

the Xingjiang military construc-

tion corps

bla-ma (Tib.) incarnate lama

buhao shua Zb° doesn’t

play happily

buluo ^Ñ tribe

buzu ^„ tribal ethnic group

can dou lX string beans

Can tu si; feng niang mi n¿ΩZ

‚êŸ “Silkworms extrude

silk; bees ferment honey”

chengbao Œú to lease or 

contract out an economic 

asset

Glossary

Chinese terms are followed by Chinese characters.

Nuosu terms appear in boldface type, and words from other languages are 

indicated as such.
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chiong (Prmi) Tibetan-style 

barley beer

ci fangyan mª“ subdialect

cobi a Nuosu funerary ritual

cun Ö village or administrative

village

cunxiao ÖB village elemen-

tary school

cyvi Nuosu clan

dachun ìY late or summer

agricultural season

da Han minzu zhuyi ìYÔ„

óÖ “great Han chauvinism”

Dai ñ a minzu, most of whose

members call themselves Tai

dazi ∞— a pejorative term for

Mongols

Dedai ¿ñ Dai of Dehong

ddobaq (Naxi) priest of the local

tradition, same as dongba

deel (Mong) Mongolian-style rid-

ing robe

dianshi ji Âr¯ television set

diaozhu Ûô “hanging” verti-

cal posts

difang zhi ÷ª] local histo-

ries or local gazetteers

diqu ÷ˆ ordinary prefecture

divaddu small paddle for applying

lacquer

djaba (Naze and Prmi) monk;

Buddhist priest

glossary
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dongba Jl Naxi priest of the

local tradition (same as dobbaq)

dongba wen Jlc script used

by dobbaq or dongba

duilian s® parallel couplet

posted on a doorway or altar

fangyan ª“ dialect

fang zhi ª] local histories;

local gazetteers

fanzi ™— foreigners;

barbarians

fu P vice- or associate- o‹ce

funzoddu pivot-point on a 

lathe-frame

fuzhuang ¸Æ “costume,”

referring to ethnic dress

Gami (Prmi) Khams-pa Tibetans

gaitu guiliu cøÁı “replac-

ing the local and restoring the

posted,” a reform movement 

to replace tusi with centrally

appointed bureaucrats

gaoshan Yizu ~ªl„ moun-

tain Yi

gaxy household slave

Gelug-pa (Tib.) the “orthodox”

sect of Tibetan Buddhism

gemo master artisan

gongzuo ¢ı to work for

wages

grwa-pa (Tib.) monk



guahao jianshe –b¶Ê

“grasp construction”

guifan Yiwen ‰¥lc

“regularized Yi writing,” the 

new standard Nuosu script 

based on the traditional 

script

Hãchu tongxio Y„™•

(Liangshan dialect) Han 

classmates

hangue (Prmi) priest of the local

tradition

Hanzu wenhua Y„c≠

Han culture

hao ke bÀ hospitable

hexin diqu jc÷ˆ

the “nuclear area” of

Liangshan

Hou Han shu ìYâ History 

of the Later HanDynasty

huagao ¶¿ wild cherry 

wood

huajiao ¶µ Sichuan 

peppercorns

huang jiu ƒe Tibetan-style

barley beer

Huayang guo zhi ®Ú¯]

Records of Foreign Countries

hui shuohua de gongju fl≥Æ¬

¢~ “tools that could talk”

(slaves)

Huizu ÷„ the Hui, or Chinese

Muslim, minzu

glossary
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huofo ÏÓ “living Buddha,” a

Chinese term for a Tibetan incar-

nate lama

huo huashi Ï≠N living fossil

Hxiemga Han

Hxiemgamo Han woman

ichy long-handled wooden spoon

Ji I a tusi surname from

Puwei, Miyi

jin Ì unit of weight equal to .5

kg.

jieshy vala pleated felt cape and

woven fringed cape; distinctive

Nuosu clothing

juren xj holder of the sec-

ond, or provincial examination

degree under the Qing

Kurshy Nuosu New Year 

celebration

kuzzur soup tureen

lama Qè Chinese term for a

Tibetan monk, or grwa-pa (not

necessarily an incarnate lama)

lao baixing nxt common

people

laoshi hao nEb “We wish

you well, teacher”

Laoshih zaijian nEx

õ “Goodbye, teacher”

li é plums; also the surname Li
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Lisu úŸ the name of a minzu

liti shehui †ÖÂfl “vertical

society” where altitude correlates

with ethnicity and social 

organization

liuzu fenzhi ˜‰‘E “the

breakup of the six ancestors,” 

the origin of the di¤erent Yi 

peoples

long de chuan ren ¯¬Jj

descendants of the dragon

lu V road; trail

luohou Ñì backward

Luoluo or Lolo æC an old,

somewhat pejorative term for 

Yi and related peoples

mama àà mama (surprise!)

Man shu ôâ Book of Barbarians

manzi ô— barbarians

Manzu the Manchu minzu

maoniu ì° yak

meiyou shangpin jingji guannian

πŒ?VLbŸé lacking

in a commodity-economy 

mind-set

meng … “league,” a Mongolian

administrative district equivalent

to a prefecture

Menggu ren «√j Mongols

Mengzu «„ or Mengguzu

«√„ the Mongolian minzu

mgajie a lower, dependent stratum

of Nuosu society

glossary

334

mgava buckwheat pancakes

mgehni wild cherry wood

Miao Â the name of a minzu

that includes Hmong and their

relatives

Miao Man tu ce Âô∫Å

“Miao albums”; picture 

albums of southwestern 

peripheral peoples

minban Ôå community sup-

ported (of a teacher)

Mingai Ôc short form of

Minzhu Gaige

minwei ÔN nationalities 

commission

Minzhu Gaige Ôócè

“Democratic Reform,” revolu-

tionary social transformations 

in minority areas in the 1950s

minzu Ô„ ethnic group or

“nationality”

minzu ban Ô„Ä special class

for minority students

Minzu Daxue Ô„ì•

Nationalities University 

in Beijing

minzu gongzuo Ô„¢ı

“nationalities work,” bureau-

cratic activities concerned 

with minorities

minzu jianshi Ô„íV

concise histories of minzu

minzu shi Ô„V ethnohistory

minzu shibie Ô„UÓ ethnic



(“nationalities”) identification or

classification

minzu tuanjie Ô„√fl unity

among minzu

minzuxue Ô„• ethnology;

the study of minzu

minzu xueyuan Ô„•Y

“nationalities institute,” a 

college for members of

minority minzu

minzu zhongxue Ô„o

• minorities middle school

mishuzhang ÷â¢ chief-of-

sta¤ of a bureaucratic o‹ce

monyi mother’s sister; father’s

brother’s wife

Mosuo EÒ a Han-language

name for the western Naze

mu U a unit of land compris-

ing about 1/6 acre or 1/15 hectare

muluo ]| log-cabin building

style

Nari ht one way to write

“Naze” in Chinese

Naxi hó the name of a minzu

ndaba (Naze) priest of the local

tradition

ndeggu mediator

Ni a classical name for Yi peoples,

found in several Yi languages

nüer guo ¨ô¯ “kingdom of

women”

nuli ©£ slave

glossary
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nuo see nuoho

nuoho the aristocratic caste

among the Nuosu, called hei Yi

yl in Chinese

Nuosu bburma Nuosu writing

Nuosu ddoma Nuosu spoken 

language

Nuosumo Nuosu woman

Nuosu muddi Nuosu area;

Liangshan

nzymo the highest stratum of the

Nuosu caste system; the stratum

that produced tusi

onyi mother’s brother; father’s

sister’s husband

onyisse a woman’s mother’s

brother’s son

pavu father’s brother; mother’s

sister’s husband

pian qu Kˆ “slice district,” an

area including several townships

within a county

pingba Yizu \rl„ lowland

Yi

pinkun UF poor, 

impoverished

pinyin Sî romanization 

system

pochan dizhu eö÷ó bank-

rupt landlord

Pumi t’ a minzu including

the Prmi of Yunnan
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puzi ¢— (Liangshan

dialect) village; hamlet

qiangjiu luohou ægÑì res-

cue the backward

Qiang yuzhi ∫ÌF Qiang

branch of the Tibeto-Burman

language family

qiaobuqi ƒZê be arrogant

toward or have contempt for

qiema tiny lacquer brush

qu ˆ former administrative

unit comprising several

townships

quho the commoner caste of

Nuosu, called bai Yi vl

in Chinese

qunuo the top stratum of the

quho

ren j “people,” a designation

for an ethnic group within an

o‹cially recognized minzu

Renda jì short for Renmin

Daibiao Dahui

Renmin Daibiao Dahui jÔ

öÎìfl People’s Congress,

the legislature

Renmin Zhengfu jÔ¸M

People’s Government, the

administrative bureaucracy

Renmin Zhengzhi Xietiao

Weiyuanhui jÔ¸mLı

glossary
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NPfl People’s Consultative

Conference, a kind of forum for

approving policies, which also

compiles local history materials

shaoshu minzu ◊ùÔ„

minorities or minority 

minzu

sheng ¯ “raw,” referring to 

relatively unacculturated 

peoples

Shehui lishi diaocha baogao Âfl

öVıâ¶Ü Reports of

Social and Historical

Investigations

shi o city or municipality as an

administrative unit

Shi ji Vf Records of the

Historian by Sima Qian, written

in the 2nd and 1st centuries b.c.e.

shi zhaizi N≠— stone-walled

village

shu å “cooked,” referring to

semi-acculturated peoples

shuangwen ban ©cÄ bilin-

gual class

shuangyu jiaoyu ©Ì?˚

bilingual education

shui ¨ water; name of a minzu

in Guizhou

Shuiniu shuiniu guo; huangniu

huangniu guo ¨°¨°˚

ƒ°ƒ°˚ “Water bu¤aloes



get it on with water bu¤aloes;

oxen get it on with oxen”

Shuitian ¨è a self-appellation

of certain lowland peoples whose

language belongs to the Yi family

shuohma rhododendron

shushu ÖÖ father’s younger

brother

siheyuan ¬nY four-sided

courtyard house

sishu ª— private school teach-

ing the traditional Confucian

curriculum

ssakuo brave person; war leader

ssema lacquer brush

suga wealthy person in Nuosu

society

sunyi shaman

tai Han hua JY≠ too

Hanified

tongban tongxue ™Ä™•

schoolmates of the same class

tongyi duominzu guojia ±Z

ÄÔ„¯q unified country of

diverse nationalities (or ethnic

groups)

tubaihu øx• very low-

ranking local ruler

Tudi Ye ø÷N the local “earth

god” deity

tumu ø^ low-ranking local

ruler

glossary
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tuotuo rou ÂÂÇ “chunk-

chunk meat,” a Han name for the

Nuosu style of eating meat

tuqianhu ø•• low-ranking

local ruler

tusi øº local native ruler

tuyu øÌ local language 

variety

vala woven, fringed woolen cape

voshe pork

wen c writing; literary; 

literized

wen shi ziliao cV»Õ “liter-

ary and historical materials,”

compiled by each county’s

zhengxie

xiang Â rural township

xiangcun qiye ÂÖìT town-

ship and village enterprises

xiang shijie xuanchuan Yizu

wenhua _ÂõJl„

c≠ propagandizing Yi 

culture to the world

xiaochun @Y early or spring

agricultural season

Xichu (ó„) a local term for

Prmi, used east of Lugu Lake

Xidai óñ Dai of Xishuang-

banna (Sipsong Panna)

Xifan ó™ “Western Bar-
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barians,” an old name for

Qiangic speakers

“Xinan yi liezhuan” óncŒJ

“Record of the Southwestern

Barbarians,” from Records of

the Historian (Shi li) by Sima

Qian

xiongdi minzu u⁄Ô„

brother nationalities or 

fraternal ethnic groups

xiucai Éd holder of the lowest

examination degree under the

Qing dynasty, also called

shengyuan

yamen ¡√ o‹ce of the imper-

ial government, applied also to

the o‹ce of a tusi

Yan Huang zisun ’ƒ—Ì

children and grandchildren 

of the emperors Yan (Shen

Nong) and Huang (the 

Yellow Emperor)

yatou ºµ female household

slave in Han society

Yi l the name of a minzu

“Yi bao” lõ “Yi bros.,” a

folksy, somewhat condescending

Han-language name for Nuosu

yifu a¸ clothes

Yiwen ban lcÄ class taught

in the Nuosu language

Yiwen xuexiao lc•B Yi-

language school

glossary
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Yizu chuantong zhishifenzi l„

J±IU‘— traditional Yi

intellectuals

Yizu Hanzu shi liang jia l„Y„

fªq “Yi and Han are two

separate families”

Yizu xiang l„Â designated Yi

township

yuangen Qô mild, flat turnip

yuoshe mutton

yuwei ÌN language committee

of a local government

yuwen Ìc (Chinese) language,

referring to a class in school

Zangyu wÌ “Tibetan”

language; also refers to other 

languages spoken by Zangzu

Zangzu w„ the Tibetan 

minzu

Zangzu zizhi xian w„“m÷

Zang autonomous county

zhen  township

Zhengxie ¸L short for 

Renmin Zhengzhi Xietiao Wei-

yuanhui

zhixi E≥ “branch” of a 

minzu

Zhoguoco people of China 

(translation of Zhongguo ren)

Zhongguo ren o¯j Chinese

people; people of China

Zhonghua minzu o®Ô„ the

Chinese nation



zhongzhuan o¶ vocational

high school

zizhi qu “mˆ autonomous

region, equivalent to a province

zizhi xian “m÷ autonomous

county

glossary
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zizhi zhou “m| autonomous

prefecture

-zu „ minzu (su‹x form)

zzo adze

zzowo lathe rotor




