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WitH A NEw FOREwWORD BY GREG WEINER

Distinguished political theorist Ralph Ketcham traces the evolution of democracy over the
course of four hundred years. He follows democracy’s bumpy ride in a book that is both an
exercise in the history of ideas and an explication of democratic theory. Ketcham examines
the rationales for democratic government, identifies the fault lines that separate democracy
from good government, and suggests ways to strengthen it in order to meet future challenges.
Drawing on an encyclopedic command of history and politics, he examines the rationales
that have been offered for democratic government over the course of four manifestations of
modernity that he identifies in the Western and East Asian world since 1600.

“Few readers who pick up Ketcham’s book will not be envious of his wide-ranging knowledge
of democratic theory and political philosophy.”—Political Studies Review

“A remarkably lucid evolutionary study of democratic theory since 1600 . . . covering four
hundred years, Ketcham masterfully corrals the myriad theories into four manifestations.
His subsequent evaluation of democratic ideas compellingly concludes that contemporary
democracies provide reliable government but not good government. Ketcham suggests that
combinations of Western and Asian ideas might refresh not only the study of democracy but
also the system of democracy itself. An exciting addition to the field. Highly recommended.”
—Choice

“A timely addition to the conversation surrounding democracy and recent attempts to promote
its spread. The value of Ketcham’s wider analysis, one that is neither myopically occidental
nor majoritarian, is realized in his distinctive and provocative concluding suggestions about
the future course of strong democracy—one that overcomes the entrenched politics of iden-
tity in favor of a robust civic commitment. This book is a timely analysis of what democracy
has meant, and what it might yet come to mean. It deserves a wide audience.”—Institute
Jor Advanced Studies in Culture, University of Virginia

Ralph Ketcham was professor emeritus of history, political science, and public affairs at
Syracuse University. He is the author of several books, including Presidents Above Party: The
First American Presidency, 1789-1829, James Madison: A Bz'ogmp/yy, and Individualism and
Public Life.

Greg Weiner is provost and vice president for Academic Affairs and associate professor of
political science at Assumption College in Worcester, Massachusetts. His books include
Madisons Metronome: The Constitution, Majority Rule, and the Tempo of American Politics;
American Burke: The Uncommon Liberalism of Daniel Patrick Moynihan; and The Political
Constitution: The Case against Judicial Supremacy, all from Kansas.
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