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colleague Dr. Christine van Ruymbeke, without whose ever ready and
competent help neither the Nizami symposium held in 2004 at the
University of Cambridge, nor this volume, containing the papers of that
symposium, would have happened. When I suggested to her that we orga-
nize such a meeting at her university, she immediately agreed, even though
she could anticipate she would have on her shoulders the burden of the ad-
ministrative work, because I, already retired since a number of years, had
no infrastructure at my disposal. She wrote to the people we had agreed to
invite, she made the hotel reservations, organized the rooms, the pro-
gramme, the meals, and saw to it that everybody got her or his travel ex-
penses refunded. She led the correspondence afterwards, found out a good
place where to publish the papers and revised those papers which, even
though written in English, needed some linguistic polishing. All this, in or-
der to promote the study of one of the greatest poets of Iran, yes I dare
say, of medieval literature in general. A poet, high-ranking by dint of his
engagement not only for royal justice, as was custom in this kind of litera-
ture, intended to furnish a mirror for princes, but also for non-violence, the
dignity of women, the importance of personal development and self-knowl-
edge, of true love, and, in general, humane behaviour, inspired not by a le-
gal code, but by reason and wisdom. A poet, who, notwithstanding his
ever conscious responsibility, remains poetic throughout his work, by dint
of his imagery, his rhetoric, his narrative and dramatist skill, his boundless,
but ever reason-controlled fantasy, his capacity to merge and model former
motifs and subjects according to his world-view and humanistic message.
This great poet, who promised to bless even anybody coming to his grave,
will bestow his blessings on Dr. Christine, as he will bless all those who
partook and contributed to the success of our Nizami meeting.
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