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circa 3000 BC

Megalithic tombs
Early farmers

People were already living in the Low

Countries when the world was five thousand

years younger than it is today. What little

they left behind is usually buried deep in 

the ground. However, in the province of

Drenthe, you can see traces of them above

the ground. Their megaliths: giant stones

that people set in formations and piled up

on one another. They were used as tombs.

This type of chamber tomb was relatively

common at the time, but certainly not all

such tombs were built with enormous erratic

blocks. These huge boulders were only to be

found in Drenthe, Denmark and northern

Germany and must have been transported

there by glaciers during one of the ice ages

some 150,000 years ago.

Archaeological excavations in and

around megalithic tombs have not uncovered

any skeletons – bones have completely 

disintegrated after so many thousands of

years – but funerary gifts placed with the

deceased for use in the afterlife have been

found. These gifts include pots known as

“funnel beakers” due to their shape. Based

on these and other finds, archaeologists have

constructed a picture of the way of life of

these first generations of farmers. They were

the first people in the region to leave behind

their hunter-gatherer existence and settle in

a fixed place. They lived in wattle and daub

farmhouses, used wooden and stone tools

and made pots for storage. Undoubtedly 

they also made agreements regarding

ownership and the administration of justice,

but we can no longer discover what these

were because these early farmers had no

written language. Their society had no 

written records.

How these people were able to raise 

stones from the ground that sometimes 

weighed 20,000 kilos, without any machinery,
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is still not completely clear. Perhaps they

built earthen ramps and used small logs to

roll the stones. Once the stones were in

place, the ground underneath them could

have been dug away to create a chamber

tomb. 

In Drenthe, over fifty megalithic tombs have

remained preserved. There must have been

many more at one time, because over the

centuries a great many megaliths have 

disappeared, for instance, because the stones

were used for building.


