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A MOMENTOUS EVENT.

FPLANET EARTH, IN THE DISTANT FUTURE,
AS A LONG AWRITED DREAM IS FULFILLED.

AT LAST..VISITORS FROM OUTER SPACE.
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IT IS AN INCIDENT EPIC IN ITE PROPORTIONS,
B DEBATED THROUGHOUT THE CENTURIES BY
SCIENTISTS AND PHILOSOPHERS.

EVEN SO, WISE SCHOLARS IN THIS 1]
WORLD COULD ONLY SPECULATE
UPOHN THE OUTCOME OF SUCH A

MEETING. WOULD THESE STRANGE ~ ffs
VISITORS BE OUR MORTAL ENEMIES [ STHSS
OR OUR NEW—FOUND FRIENDS? o
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THAT SINGLE TROUBLING QUESTION !
REMABINED UNANSWERED.
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B IT WAS INEVITABLE, MOST PEOCPLE
B BELIEVED, THAT Q-JC‘H CONTACT
WOULD EVENTUALLY OCCUR

UNTIL NOW.
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ATMOSFHERE
EEPORT.

SEVENTY -EIGHT
PERCENT NITROGEN,
TWENTY-ONE PEECENT
OXYGEN. EXPECTEP LEVELS OF
. ARGON, CARBON PIOXIPE,ANP
y CHLOROFLUOROCARBONS.

BUT POTENTIALLY
PANGEROUS. WHAT WE SEEK
IS NOT AIRBOENE, BUT OTHER
VIRUSES MAY BE. WE SHOULPD

EETAIN OUR HELMETS.

PROCEED WITH
EXTREME CAUTION. J

THE MAGNITUPE

8 OF OUR MISSION CANNOT

BE OVERSTATED.




THE VISITORS MOVE STEALTHILY, WARILY...SUSPICIOUS OF EVERY FLUTTERING SHADOW.

BY GRABBING
ONTQ RECEPTORS ON THE
SURFACE OF IMMUNE CELLS,
THE VIRUS FUSES WITH THE CELL
MEMBEANE ANP THE VIRAL CORE
RELEASES ITS GENETIC
MATERIAL INSIPE
THE CELL.

THEN IT MANIPULATES THE CELL
INTO MANUFACLTURING HUNPREDPS OF
NEW COPIES OF HIV, WHICH ESCAPE
AND INFECT NEIGHBORING CELLS.

SUCH UTTER SILENCE.
IT'S LIKE A PHANTOM CITY.

TO THINK THAT A VIRUS, A NON-LIVING
ENTITY WITH ONLY NINE GENES, AS
OPPOSEP TO THE TWENTY THOUSANP
GENES POSSESSEDR BY HUMANS,
COULP PROVOKE THIS
KIND OF PEVASTATION.

IT CLEVEELY ATTACKS
THE IMMUNE SYSTEM, THE
VERY THING THAT NORMALLY

KILLS VIRUSES.

HOPEFULLY, WE WILL
PISCOVER WHAT WE CAME FOR
QUICKLY ANP WITHOUT CONFLICT
FROM THE SURVIVOES.

REMAIN CALM.
THEY ARE AS
APPEEHENSIVE
AS WE ARE.




FEOM THE SAMPLES! LOCATEP
TWO HUNPREP METERES

ASIGNAL-
CORRESPONPING TO RFIP* 1
IN FEONT OF Us! \

AUICKLY -
BEFORE THE
SURVIVOES

B recerour
E« IN STEONGERE
B\ NUMBERS,

MAaY NOT ; :
W GET A SECONP CHANCE. | HUNPEEP
ARE YOU CERTAIN THERE 15 £ PERCENT.

: NO MARGIN FOR =

ERRORZ? A== \ .
g A{AQ SIGNAL WE MUST
& ORIGINATES FROM W NOT FAIL.

3 INSIPE THIS
\BUILDII\IJG_, 4
NATIONAL LABORATORY
FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASE
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Q MOMENTS LATER, IN THE LONG—AERANDONED MEDICAL LABORATORY ...
o

weve o .
li:"—l

_," - =
EXTRAORDINARY! " ¥ "y = i,
EVEEYTHING, = — 7 THIS 15 THE |
APPEARS INTACT, I MOMENT WE'VE BEEN §
L\ / b WAITING FOR. 4
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ACCORDING TO THE
SCANNER, THE SAMPLES OF -
HIV-RESISTANT CELLS We
NEEP WERE PRESEEVEPR IN THIS |
LABORATOEY IN CRYOGENIC <
Y SUSPENSION.

--
MUST BE

, CONTAINEDR

SOMEHOW... U
I FEEL LIKE J
ATHEF. I8

NONSENSE.
1T IS OF NO USE
TO THE SURVIVORS
IN THIS PYING WORLP.
ONLY WE FULLY
COMPREHEND
TS VALUE.
. T NoT AN :
C INSTANT T00 S0ON.Y(

{ THERE ARE NOISES o BACK TO THE
| AND MOVEMENT 7 £ /
L\».\H____OUTSIPE... s SHIP-NowW!
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> THAT sMALL
GROUF FEOM THE
STREET. SHOULP WE TRY
TO REASON WITH
THEMZ

AFTER A FEW FRANTIC M
THE VISITORS REACH THE

@LD ;
QE—LP THEM...
: r

WE WILL

2 RETURN.

NG, THEY WOULDN'T
UNPERSTAND...BUT
SOMEPAY THEY WILL- 4

Y LaTeR..




L DN . IT'S NOT
i THINK we were ) THEIR
- GOING TO i FAULT.
FIND IT. :

ONLY A
FEW INPIVIPUALS

POSSESSING A RARE NATURAL

IMMUNITY TO HIV HAVE
SURVIVED. THESE CELLS FROM

RESISTANT INPIVIPUALS

GIVE US THE KEY TO
SAVING OUR
SPECIES.

FORTUNATELY,

OUR ANCESTORS WERE
AMONG THE FIRST TO BEGIN
COLONIZING OUTER SPACE,

BEFORE THE VIRUS REACHEDR
ITS TERRIBLE PROPORTIONS
HERE ON EAETH.

—

ALTHOUGH HIV
HAS CONTINUEP TO
PLAGUE Us, TOO, EVEN
IN QUR COLONIES IN

OUTER SPACE. ‘
== :

~ INPEED |TQ
BEHOLP, WHAT A

TERRIBLE, ANP YET
BEAUTIFUL
MECHANISM

IT 15!




“IN QUR BOPIES, HIV WRECKS HAVOC WITH THE VERY CELLS THAT PROTELT
Us AGAINST VIRUSES. HIV LATAHES ONTO THE RECEFTORS OF THE IMMUNE
SYSTEM'S T CELL LIKE KEYS IN A LOCK. THE VIRUS FUSES WITH THE T CELL
AND RELEASES ITS GENES INSIPE., THE HIV GENES, IN THE FORM OF RNA,
ARE CONVERTEP INTO PNA ANP INSERTEPD INTO THE HOST CELL’S PNA.”

"THE HOST CELL REAPS THE HIV GENES AS IF THEY
WERE TS OWN ANP MAKES MORE HIVS. THE NEW
HIVS LEAVE THE HOST IMMUNE CELL ANP &0 ON TO
INVAPE OTHER T CELLS.”

“THE HIV-RESISTANT CELLS FROM THE LAB ON EARTH WILL
NOT ALLOW THE VIRUS TO GET INSIPE. THE HIV KEY CAN'T
UNLOCK THE SURFACE RECEFPTORS ON THESE SPECIAL CELLS.”




8 MECHANISM OF RESISTANCE

THE IMMUNE SYSTEM FAILS,
BUT THE QUTCOME IS THE SAME:
S  HUMANS BECOME VULNERABLE TO
A RARE PISEASES THAT WOULP
NEVER BE ABLE TO HAEM A
HEALTHY IMMUNE
SYSTEM.

NOW, WITH THIS
SAMPLE, WE HAVE THE
POSSIBILITY TO ERAPICATE
HIV FOREVER!

‘UG ALL L Ll Jlil

IT
WON'T BE EASY.
; WE STILL HAVE NO
SURE WAY OF IPENTIFYING THE

IN THE CELLS OF THE
SUEVIVOES.

MAKE PEACE WITH
EARTH’S HIV SURVIVORS AND
WORK WITH THEM TO PISCOVER
HOW THEY HAVE RESISTEP
THE VIRUS.

; AT LAST,
THE HOPE OF HUMANITY'S
SALVATION 1S WITHIN
OUR REACH.

THE BEGINNING...




