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• Rules adopted and applications accepted in 2020

• Two types of COM permits in Texas:

(1) Grow-Out (Farms): market oysters for consumption

(2) Nursery-Hatchery: Raise larval-juvenile oysters for transfer to 
Grow-Out facilities

Off-Bottom Cultivated Oyster Mariculture
Updates



2.5 acres
Hatchery

8 acres

5 acres

PERMITTED PENDING
Permitted: 7 grow-out facilities; 2 nursery-hatcheries
Conditionally permitted: 6 grow-out facilities; 1 nursery-hatchery
Pending review: 2 nursery-hatcheries

Additional applicants consulting with TPWD
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• Continue to refine the program processes, procedures, guidance documents, and
applications (e.g., updated guidance document on use of sidescan sonar for
application purposes).

• Guidance document on filling out Army Corps NWP 48 verification created.

• Staff participated in the 2023 Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference and the
2023 States Marine Aquaculture Coordinators Network meeting.

• The online application portal has gone live. Guides were produced on how to use
the portal. Additional features of Annual Fee payment, Annual Report submission,
and Amendment Request will be live by the end of the year.
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Historical Restoration

Bay System Acres Restored

Sabine 40
Galveston 481

Matagorda 35
San Antonio 25

Aransas 30
Total* 611



Grass Island
Mounds vs Flats

Keller Reef
Alt. Cultch Depths

Dollar Reef
Mound Spacing



Resignation Reef
Alt. Cultch Materials

Josephine’s Reef
Mound Height



Trinity Bay Reefs: Source/Sink Dynamics



• Metrics
Live/dead counts
Recruitment (spat counts)
Growth (lengths)
Infauna

Quadrats



Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Oyster Shell Recovery Program

• HB51 (2017) includes a requirement for dealers to:
• Return 30% by volume of the total quantity of oysters 

harvested the previous license year
OR
• Pay a fee to the department to return an equivalent 

amount of cultch to public reefs

• Currently the fee is $1.32 per sack (no increase)



Oyster Shell Recovery







Current focus on “maintenance restorations”
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Rapid/Periodic Verification
Humminbird SS and Echosounder

High-Resolution Verification
Edgetech SS and Multibeam

Sidescan Sidescan Multibeam Bathymetry
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