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March 23, 2020

Shannah Jaburek

Sustainable Fisheries Division

Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office, NMFS
55 Great Republic Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930

Dear Ms. Jaburek:

The responds to Sarah Bland's letter regarding the application for an Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) requested
by Nordic Fisheries.

On behalf of the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, I support the issuance of an EFP to the applicant,
i.e., Nordic Fisheries. Nordic Fisheries submitted an exempted fishing permit application on November 21,
2019, in collaboration with Empire Fisheries, Quin Fisheries, Fulcher Trawling, and Coonamessett Farm
Foundation. We determined that the application was complete on January 23, 2020. The applicant's
overarching research objective is to determine the operational and economic feasibility of using bottom trawls to
transfer scallops short distances underwater and transplant them from areas of high scallop densities to lower
density areas. This is in response to a large cohort of scallops in the Nantucket Lightship South Access Area
that is currently in deeper water and has shown significantly slower growth compared to similar cohorts in less-
dense, shallower areas. The applicant wants to determine if, by moving scallops to areas of lower scallop
density, those scallops grow larger due to less competition over food resources. The applicant would research
the optimal bottom trawl gear specifications. (e.g., sweep length, mesh size, need for chafing gear, etc.) for
transporting scallops, as well as determine the optimal quantity of scallops to transfer and associated operational
costs.

Please call or write if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

o

Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D.
Executive Director
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cc: M. Luisi, W. Elliott, S. Bland



