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Fishery Management Action Teams

Overview

A Fishery Management Action Team (FMAT) is a team formed by the Council to develop alternatives and
provide technical analysis in support of a specific, major Council action. FMATSs help plan and execute
the procedural and technical steps needed to complete an action, and collaborate to create the
supporting documents for Council actions (e.g., white papers, environmental assessments,
environmental impacts statements, etc.). FMATs work closely with Council Committees to refine options
and evaluate management proposals to ensure they are consistent with Council goals and any statutory
or regulatory requirements.

Specific responsibilities of FMATSs include:
e Development of Action Plans for amendments and frameworks;
e Development of the scope of issues that will be considered in the development of theaction;
e Incorporation of recommendations of the Council and its committees or other groups, into
management alternatives development, as appropriate; and
e Guidance, and technical and analytical expertise, and/or review of proposed measures during
the development and preparation of FMP actions.

Membership

Membership on FMATSs can include scientists, managers, and other experts with knowledge and
experience relevant to the Council action under development. FMATSs are chaired by Council staff as
designated by the Council Executive Director.

Meetings

FMAT meetings are working meetings of the Council, NOAA Fisheries, and Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission staff. Information on FMAT meeting locations and how to connect via phone or
webinar (if available) may be obtained by contacting Council staff prior to the meeting. This information
is not posted to the Council’s website. The date and time of FMAT meetings are generally posted to the
calendar on the Council’s website, sometimes with very little notice. FMAT members may discuss topics
listed on the agenda in any order and may also discuss topics not listed. Members of the public may
attend FMAT meetings, or listen to the meetings if they are broadcast, but should not expect to
participate in the discussion unless the FMAT chair invites public input during a specified public
comment period to be noted at the beginning of the meeting. Work carried out by the FMAT is
considered during committee and/or Council meetings, during which public comments are encouraged.
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