eMPEP Basics

The electronic Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (eMPEP) allows the user to search the
MPEP using Boolean and Proximity operators. This document provides an overview on how
to access eMPEP and how to use the search tools.

Accessing eMPEP; Browsing the MPEP Search Field

+ From the USPTO MPEP Web page access the \ e, o v =3 5
eMPEP link: http://public-mpep.uspto.gov. Revion TR0 T ey

* eMPEP opens displaying the MPEP Contents E<—ﬁ-—<— XA NN
tab of the Table of Contents (TOC), the " B roe poston | 2" TP e
Search field, and the Document Viewer: e e | Manual of PATENT EXAMINING PROCEDURE
see Figure 1. gg:tlzn?; L”g\éiﬁli”f | Document Viewer

« Inthe TOC, click any section title link to view (TOC) -
the corresponding section in the Document Viewer. sy 2010

Searching the MPEP, Index, or FPs Figure 1. eMPEP Home Page

1. Inthe Search field enter a search query;
see Figure 2.

2. Check MPEP, Index, and/or FPs (Form = [l A A Snippet Short ¥ Sortby  Relevance
0O
d

Paragraphs) to search those areas of the rocedure N

document ition double patenting NN Jeol
: n 8: July 2010[* MPEP] Index] FPs N opemtor[ss =]

3. Click the Run Search buttonl_zy or press P
the Enter key to invoke a search. The Search N

3 - . S h Result 1-10 of 64 12345) ||
Results are displayed in the Document Viewer. sareh Rests '
i ) 0800> 804 - Definition of Double Patenting (E&r8)

4. (Optlona|) TO Change the Seal’C h ReSU |tS dISp|ayZ Definition of Double Patenting The doctrine of double patenting seeks fo prevent the unjustified extension of

patent exclusivity beyond the term of a patent . 232, 138 USPQ 22, 27 (CCPA 1963) (Rich, J., concurring).
1 1 1 1 Double patenting results when the right to exclude granted by a first patent is unjustly extended by... Before
L]
Vla the font Slze, CIICk to Increase or consideration can be given to the issue of double patenting, two or more patents or applications must have at
least one common inventor and/...

4+ | to decrease the font size.

- . Figure 2. Search Results
* Via the amount of search result text displayed,

in the Snippet field:

o Click the drop-down arrow and select Long to  |0800= 504 5504 02 - Avoiding a Double Patenting Rejection (Minth)
increase the amount of text displayed. Avoiding a Double Patenting Rejection A rejection based on the statutory type

o Click the drop-down arrow and select Short
to decrease the amount of text displayed.

5. (Optional) Click the Sort By field to order the

Figure 3. Hierarchy of Hyperlinks

result set by Relevance (the default) or by = P Fistory \
numerical Section order. . 0800 - Restriction in Applications Fil ]
6. To view a section from the Search Results, either: = 801 - Introduction
« In the Search Results Document Viewer, click = 802 - Basis for Practice in Staute ar

= 804 - Defintion of Double Patenting
= 804 01 - Prohibition of Double Pat
o 804.02 - Avoiding a Double Paten

a hyperlink to directly access a section
containing the search term(s); see Figure 3.

OR o s 804.03 - Commonly Owned Inven
* Inthe TOC, the Search Results tab will list = 804.04 - Submission to Technolog
only those sections featured in the Search = 806 - Determination of Distinctness «

Results Document Viewer. Click the

. . . . . Figure 4. Table of Contents: Search Results Tab
corresponding section title link; see Figure 4.
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eMPEP Basics (continued)

Navigating Search Terms

While viewing a section, to navigate through the section

via the search terms:

* In Search Hits # of #, click the down or up arrow to
navigate forward or backward between each individual
word in a search query. The pink highlight denotes the
cursor location; see Figure 5.

* Click the Search Results | © Sescnresuls | pytton to
return to the Search Results; see Figure 5.

Searching Using Operators

« Boolean operators, proximity operators, and
wildcards, can be used in search queries; see
Figures 6 and 7 for a list of these.

» Search queries are entered in the search field;
see Figures 1 and 2.

NOTES
e Operators are not case sensitive.
e ADJ is the default operator.
o Wildcard symbols can be inserted before, after, or
anywhere within a term.
« Terms within quotes are searched exactly as typed.
e Punctuation:
o May be used but is not required.
o When omitting punctuation, replace the
punctuation mark with a space.

Accessing and Reusing Search Queries

 To view the list of recently conducted search
queries, in the TOC, click the Search History tab;
see Figure 8.

+ All of the searches that have been conducted for
this eMPEP session are listed.

« Click a query to re-invoke that search.
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. STATUTORY

A rejection based on the statutery type of double patenting can be avoided by

Figure 5. Navigating Search Terms

Operator Meaning

adj

Term A and term B as a phrase in the order specified

and Both term A and term B

or Term A or term B or both

not Term A not term B

xor Term A or term B but not both

near Term A next to term B, in either order

near/n Term A within n words of term B in either order,

n can be 1-99

Figure 6. Operators

Symbol Meaning
* Represents zero to n characters in a term
? Represents one character in a term

Figure 7. Wildcard Symbols

z

Search History

= 1.31

= reject” and fee”

= double patenting

= ids near/15 electronic
=« 1023

= quayle

Figure 8. Search History Queries




