NEW ALBANY

CYCLONE OF 1917

MARCH 23, 1917
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Meteorology
Moist, unstable air from
the Gulf of Mexico surged
northward ahead of a
low pressure system near
Lake Michigan. Above
normal temperatures and
strong, changing winds
with height in the atmos-
phere created perfect Tornado Path
conditions for tornadoes. There are some discrepancies regarding the
Meteorologists all across path of the tornado because of the lack of
the Ohio Valley were observations in rural areas in 1917. Despite
- concerned as they this issue, it is believed that the tornado
~:-—=— |looked over the data that started about five miles west of Corydon, IN
PEIRTIET S : = =, Friday morning. and continued for about 35 miles until it
“Surface weather map on March 23, 1917, Courtesy NOAA Central Library, dissipated near Harrods Creek, KY.
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Impacts

e 46 deaths

e 200 people injured

e $1.5M ($28 M in 2017)
IN damage

e 500 homes and two
schools destroyed

« Damage stretched
over 75 blocks in
New Albany

o e g &8 « Largest greenhouses

* The Kahler Plant was destroyed by the tornado. Six emplyee were Killed In Midwest destroyed "Ruins of the Olden Street School where at least 5 (possibly 12) students died.
and 15 were injured. Courtesy of Gary D. Purlee. in New Albany Courtesy of Gary D. Purlee.
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