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Exhibit A - Project Cost Estimate:  Prairie Ave Widening, SH-41 to Meyer Rd  
 

The Prairie Ave Widening – SH-41 to Meyer Rd project limits is primarily the Post Falls Highway District (PFHD) 
Jurisdiction (0.75 mile section), with a 0.25 mile section within the City of Post Falls jurisdiction. This project will 
have a project match of 7.34%, as this project will widen Prairie Ave, a local road located in Kootenai County. The 
Project Match will primarily be the PFHD with funds generated by the District. The City of Post Falls has committed 
their support of this project with the support letter in Exhibit D. 
 
This project includes costs for seven (7) partial parcel acquisitions, however the area is under a significant 
development pattern and it is anticipated that development progress through this project span may provide right-
of-way dedications at developer’s expense prior to the completion of final design. The environmental process for 
the project has not started, but the costs associated were included as part of the Design Costs, already funded 
through the STBG 2021-2027 Urban Program Fund. However, funding for construction is not yet scheduled for 
this critical “last mile segment”. Construction Engineering & Inspection, mobilization and contingencies have been 
included in the Construction Cost Estimates. The preliminary construction estimates for construction, right-of-
way, mobilization, construction engineering and inspection, and contingencies are $4,465,000 with a $327,731 
match for the Post Falls Highway District, and $635,000 with a $46,609 match for the City of Post Falls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Cost Estimate
ITD Form 1150

Local Match 
7.34%

Post Falls Highway District $4,465,000 $327,731

City of Post Falls $635,000 $46,609
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Exhibit A – Project Cost Estimate:  Prairie Ave – Atlas Rd INT Improvements 
 

The Prairie Ave and Atlas Rd Intersection Improvements project is located in the Post Falls Highway District 
jurisdiction. This project will have a project match of 7.34%, as this project will improve an intersection with   local 
roads located in Kootenai County. The Project Match will be made by the PFHD with funds generated by the 
District.  
 
This project anticipates a partial parcel acquisition on the southwest quadrant, and costs have been included in 
the project estimate. The environmental process for the project has not started, but the costs associated with this 
effort are included as part of the Design Cost Estimate. Construction Engineering & Inspection, mobilization and 
contingencies have been included in the Construction Cost Estimate. This estimate provides a total project cost of 
$417,000 of which the Post Falls Highway District will be responsible for $30,608. 
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Exhibit B – Project Details 

This Idaho Freight Program Projects Application is a request for two critical projects on the Prairie Ave, SH-41 to 
US-95 Critical Urban Freight Route (CUFR), see Vicinity Map below. To the west, this application proposes the 
completion of the “last-mile segment” improving Prairie Ave from two-lanes to five lanes between SH-41 and 
Meyer Rd. This project would complete Prairie Ave from SH-41 to US-95 to five lanes, eliminated the “bottle-neck” 
that currently exists in this stretch. To the east, this application proposes to provide improvements to the Prairie 
Ave and Atlas Rd intersection, a critical intersection providing access to the Coeur d’Alene Industrial Park and Hern 
Industrial Park. 
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Prairie Ave Widening – SH-41 to Meyer Rd 

Prairie Ave, between Meyer Rd and SH-41, is currently a two-lane road with 14-foot lanes and 1- to 2-foot 
shoulders. Prairie Ave, from Meyer Rd east to US-95, has been improved to a five-lane road with curb, gutter and 
a combination of sidewalk and bicycle/pedestrian pathways. The Prairie Ave at SH-41 intersection is currently 
under construction as part of the SH-41, Mullan Ave to Prairie Ave project (KN 19682). This project will improve 
approximately 400 feet of Prairie Ave from SH-41 eastward to a 7-lane roadway (2 left turn lanes, 2-travel lanes 
in each direction and a right turn lane north onto SH-41), with 500-foot taper eastward to transition from a 7-lane 
roadway to the existing 2-lane roadway. The purpose of this project is to improve the bottleneck segment between 
SH-41 and Meyer Rd, thereby completing this critical “last-mile segment” to the five-lane expansion of Prairie Ave 
from SH-41 to US-95. 

This project proposes to improve Prairie Ave from the limits of improvements from the SH-41, Mullan Ave to 
Prairie Ave project to Meyer Rd. These improvements span across approximately 0.25 miles of City of Post Falls 
jurisdiction and 0.75 miles of Post Falls Highway District jurisdiction. The roadway will be five lanes (two 12-foot 
lanes in each direction and a 12-foot center turn lane, with 5-foot buffers to face of curb) with curb and gutter. 
The project includes stormwater swales and ten-foot asphalt bicycle/pedestrian paths on both sides to connect 
the improvements from the SH-41 project to the improvements on Prairie Ave. The project will also include 
illumination on the section of roadway within the City of Post Falls jurisdiction.  

See the following exhibits for Typical Section of proposed improvement section, and an exhibit representing the 
“last-mile segment” bottleneck between SH-41 and Meyer Rd. 
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Prairie Ave – Atlas Rd INT Improvements 

The Prairie Ave is a Regional Critical Arterial Corridor, with Atlas Rd being a north-south minor arterial. Atlas Rd 
both northbound and southbound, has two 12-
foot through lanes and a 12-foot turn lane. The 
four corners have a 30-foot radius. 

The proposed improvement to this intersection 
is increasing the radius to 50-feet on the 
southwest and southeast corners. This will 
assist in safer passage for heavy truck traffic 
travelling in and out of the Coeur d’Alene 
Industrial Park and Hern Industrial Park located 
off Atlas Rd just south of this intersection. 
Eastbound trucks along Prairie Ave while 
making a right turn onto Atlas Rd cannot 
maintain their lane position and are frequently 
either jumping the curb or pulling into the left-turn 
lane. In order to increase the radius, both signal poles on the southwest and southeast corners will need to be 
relocated, however it appears the signal controller box can remain in its existing location. The sidewalks, ADA 
ramps, and crosswalks will need to be retrofitted to provide safe access through the intersection. There is an 
Avista east-west electric transmission line and a north-south transmission line that both appear to be clear of the 
proposed improvements. There is a north-south buried Verizon telephone line that may or may not be in conflict, 
depending on the depth of the facility. 

The improvement components will include new pavement, curb and gutter, retrofit the ADA facilities with new 
sidewalk and ADA ramps, the addition of pedestrian buttons, and the relocation of both the southwest and 
southeast signal poles with junction boxes, piping, and cabling relocated as required. See Exhibit below of 
proposed Prairie Ave – Atlas Rd Intersection Improvements. 
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Prairie Ave and Atlas Intersection 
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Exhibit C – Safety, Economic and Mobility Improvements 

Safety Improvements 

The Prairie Ave Widening, SH-41 to Meyer Rd is a 1-mile section of Prairie Ave considered a critical need project. 
Prairie Ave is designated as a Regional Critical Arterial Corridor and supports the largest volume of east-west traffic 
loads in the area. Making this even more critical are the current improvements to SH-41, which include a seven-
lane roadway and 110-foot typical section at Prairie Ave and SH-41. This wide section then bottlenecks down to a 
two-lane roadway approximately 28-feet wide with varying shoulders from 1 to 2-feet creating a safety hazard for 
the traveling public. At Meyer Rd, the two-lane roadway then opens up to a five-lane roadway all the way to US-
95. The ITD Crash Map below shows the concentration of accidents between SH-41 and Meyer Rd, compared to 
accident locations in other parts of Prairie Ave that in general are concentrated at intersections. 

 

In the last five years, twenty-six accidents occurred between SH-41 and Meyer Rd, with four of those accidents a 
direct result of merging, slowing, and rear ending for westbound traffic. In this segment, there have been no 
fatalities, one (1) Type A injury, six (6) Type B injury, four (4) Type C injury and fifteen (15) property damage 
accidents. 
 
This project in general will enhance safety by increasing capacity. The roadway will have a continuous center turn 
lane for left turn movements, reducing rear end and angle crashes. The bicycle/pedestrian facilities provide a safer 
path separated from the road section. The section of Prairie Ave within the City of Post Falls will have illumination, 
lighting the approach for westbound traffic to the intersection with SH 41.  
 

At the Prairie Ave and Atlas Rd intersection, in the last five years there have been six (6) Type B injury accidents, 
one (1) Type C injury accident, and eleven (11) property damage accidents. There are numerous reports of large 
trucks having difficulty when heading eastbound and turning right on to Atlas Rd traveling to the Coeur d’Alene 
Industrial Park and Hern Industrial Park located to the south of the intersection. Trucks either jump the curb, swing 
into the left-turn lane if empty, or take up both lanes of Prairie Ave to make the turn. The situation is similar for 
trucks leaving the Industrial Parks heading north on Atlas. To travel east on Prairie Ave, they must swing wide to 
turn right and take up both lanes of Prairie Ave. By increasing to a 50-foot radius, most trucks will be 
accommodated, making this intersection much safer for the traveling public.  
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Economic Improvements 

The Prairie Ave Regional Critical Arterial is the most travelled east-west corridor. With the current improvements 
to SH-41, the tremendous population growth rate of the region, and continued development of the Rathdrum 
Prairie traffic along Prairie is anticipated to increase significantly. Being a major freight route, the economic 
impacts of the Prairie Ave Widening, SH-41 to Meyer Rd project just in reduced travel delays will positively impact 
the freight services that frequent this route. This particular stretch has seen traffic on Prairie Ave backed up from 
SH-41 all the way through the Meyer Intersection. This route is often used as an alternate east-west route when 
traffic is impacted on I-90.  

The growth and development expected along this corridor has proposed projects in the planning stage that 
includes a shopping center at SH-41 and Prairie Ave (east), an Inland Northwest Tech Park at SH-41 and Prairie 
Ave (west), over two-thousand housing units projected to the south of Prairie Ave and a large section of the Jacklin 
properties listed as Jacklin Future Residential Land. Though some of this development will help with funding 
roadway improvements and right-of-way dedication, the improvements to Prairie Ave along this stretch will have 
a direct positive economic impact to the community, increase freight mobility and improve safety. 

The Prairie Ave and Atlas Rd Intersection Improvements project will provide an economic impact to the freight 
traffic that uses Atlas Rd for entrance to the Coeur d’Alene Industrial Park and Hern Industrial Park. Businesses at 
these industrial parks have voiced frustration in figuring out delivery routes for freight. Many times, height 
restrictions at the I-90 bridge over Atlas Rd to the south limit the ability to take that route, leaving only the north 
route through the problematic Prairie Ave and Atlas Rd intersection. By removing this limitation, the economic 
impact to these industries will be significant, both in time, fuel, and miles. 

Mobility and Traffic Counts 

As the most traveled east-west corridor in Kootenai County, Prairie Ave connects SH-41 to US-95. Prairie Ave 
corridor has an AADT of 10,500 (with 820 

being commercial vehicles) on the west 
end from SH-41 to Huetter Rd. 
Traveling east from Huetter Rd to US-
95 the traffic increases to an AADT of 
20,500 (with 240 being commercial). 
The AADT of 20,500 is comparable to 
SH-41 traffic and much greater than 
Seltice Way traffic at an AADT of 
13,000 already on the CUFR. Prairie 
Ave Corridor houses ITD District 1 at 
the east end, the Coeur d’Alene 
Industrial Park and Hern Industrial 
Park, both south of Prairie Ave off Atlas 
Rd, numerous agriculture fields with 

active farming operations, and The Hugh’s 
Beef Farm and Jacklin Seed Company between Meyer Rd and SH-41 and provides the route to the Kootenai County 
Transfer Station located on Prairie Ave west of SH-41. 

 

Prairie Ave and Ramsey Intersection 
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Exhibit D – Support Letters 

ITD – D1 Support Letter 
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KMPO Support Letter 
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City of Post Falls Support Letter 
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Kootenai County Support Letter 
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Thorco Inc. Support Letter 
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