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“(ii) consult with the State to address any identi- Consultation.
fied deficiencies with the State plan.

“(D) FAILURE TO SUBMIT ADEQUATE PLAN.—If a State
fails to submit an adequate plan under this paragraph,
any funds made available under this paragraph shall
remain in the Trust Fund until such date as a plan is
submitted and approved pursuant to this paragraph.

“(E) JupiciAL REVIEW.—If the Council fails to approve Deadlines.
or take action within 60 days on a plan, as described
in subparagraph (B)(iv), the State may obtain expedited
judicial review within 90 days of that decision in a district
court of the United States, of appropriate jurisdiction and
venue, that is located within the State seeking the review.

“(F) COST-SHARING.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—A Gulf Coast State or coastal
political subdivision may use, in whole or in part,
amounts made available to that Gulf Coast State or
coastal political subdivision under this paragraph to
satisfy the non-Federal share of any project or program
that—

“(I) is authorized by other Federal law; and
“(II) is an eligible activity described in clause

(1) or (ii) of paragraph (1)(B).

“(ii) EFFECT ON OTHER FUNDS.—The use of funds
made available from the Trust Fund under this para-
graph to satisfy the non-Federal share of the cost of
a project or program described in clause (i) shall not
affect the priority in which other Federal funds are
allocated or awarded.

“(4) AUTHORIZATION OF INTEREST TRANSFERS.—Of the total
amount made available for any fiscal year from the Trust
Fund that is equal to the interest earned by the Trust Fund
and proceeds from investments made by the Trust Fund in
the preceding fiscal year—

“(A) 50 percent shall be divided equally between—

“(1) the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Science,
Observation, Monitoring, and Technology program
authorized in section 1604 of the Resources and Eco-
systems Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities, and
Revived Economies of the Gulf Coast States Act of
2012; and

“(ii) the centers of excellence research grants
authorized in section 1605 of that Act; and
“(B) 50 percent shall be made available to the Gulf

Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council to carry out the Com-

prehensive Plan pursuant to paragraph (2).”.

SEC. 1604. GULF COAST ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION SCIENCE, 33USC 1321
OBSERVATION, MONITORING, AND TECHNOLOGY PRO- note.
GRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term “Administrator” means the
Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

(2) CoMMISSION.—The term “Commission” means the Gulf
States Marine Fisheries Commission.
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Deadline.

Plan.
State listing.

(3) DIRECTOR.—The term “Director” means the Director
of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(4) PROGRAM.—The term “program” means the Gulf Coast
Ecosystem Restoration Science, Observation, Monitoring, and
Technology program established under this section.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Administrator, in consultation
with the Director, shall establish the Gulf Coast Ecosystem
Restoration Science, Observation, Monitoring, and Technology
program to carry out research, observation, and monitoring
to support, to the maximum extent practicable, the long-term
sustainability of the ecosystem, fish stocks, fish habitat, and
the recreational, commercial, and charter fishing industry in
the Gulf of Mexico.

(2) EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS.—For each fiscal year, amounts
made available to carry out this subsection may be expended
for, with respect to the Gulf of Mexico—

(A) marine and estuarine research;
(B) marine and estuarine ecosystem monitoring and
ocean observation;
(C) data collection and stock assessments;
(D) pilot programs for—
(1) fishery independent data; and
(i1) reduction of exploitation of spawning aggrega-
tions; and
(E) cooperative research.

(3) COOPERATION WITH THE COMMISSION.—For each fiscal
year, amounts made available to carry out this subsection may
be transferred to the Commission to establish a fisheries moni-
toring and research program, with respect to the Gulf of Mexico.

(4) CONSULTATION.—The Administrator and the Director
shall consult with the Regional Gulf of Mexico Fishery Manage-
ment Council and the Commission in carrying out the program.
(c) SPECIES INCLUDED.—The research, monitoring, assessment,

and programs eligible for amounts made available under the pro-
gram shall include all marine, estuarine, aquaculture, and fish
species in State and Federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico.

(d) RESEARCH PRIORITIES.—In distributing funding under this
subsection, priority shall be given to integrated, long-term projects
that—

(1) build on, or are coordinated with, related research activi-
ties; and

(2) address current or anticipated marine ecosystem,
fishery, or wildlife management information needs.

(e) DUPLICATION.—In carrying out this section, the Adminis-
trator, in consultation with the Director, shall seek to avoid duplica-
tion of other research and monitoring activities.

(f) COORDINATION WITH OTHER PROGRAMS.—The Administrator,
in consultation with the Director, shall develop a plan for the
coordination of projects and activities between the program and
other existing Federal and State science and technology programs
in the States of Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and
Texas, as well as between the centers of excellence.

(g) LIMITATION ON EXPENDITURES.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not more than 3 percent of funds pro-
vided in subsection (h) shall be used for administrative
expenses.

(2) NOAA.—The funds provided in subsection (h) may not
be used—

(A) for any existing or planned research led by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, unless
agreed to in writing by the grant recipient;

(B) to implement existing regulations or initiate new
regulations promulgated or proposed by the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration; or

(C) to develop or approve a new limited access privilege
program (as that term is used in section 303A of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (16 U.S.C. 1853a)) for any fishery under the jurisdiction
of the South Atlantic, Mid-Atlantic, New England, or Gulf
of Mexico Fishery Management Councils.

(h) FUNDING.—Of the total amount made available for each
fiscal year for the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund established
under section 1602, 2.5 percent shall be available to carry out
the program.

(i) SUNSET.—The program shall cease operations when all funds
in the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund established under section
1602 have been expended.

SEC. 1605. CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE RESEARCH GRANTS. 33 USC 1321

(a) IN GENERAL.—Of the total amount made available for each note.
fiscal year from the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund established
under section 1602, 2.5 percent shall be made available to the
Gulf Coast States (as defined in section 311(a) of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act (as added by section 1603 of the
Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities,
and Revived Economies of the Gulf Coast States Act of 2012)),
in equal shares, exclusively for grants in accordance with subsection
(c) to establish centers of excellence to conduct research only on
the Gulf Coast Region (as defined in section 311 of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act (33. U.S.C. 1321)).

(b) APPROVAL BY STATE ENTITY, TASK FORCE, OR AGENCY.—
The duties of a Gulf Coast State under this section shall be carried
out by the applicable Gulf Coast State entities, task forces, or
agencies listed in section 311(t)(1)(F) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act (as added by section 1603 of the Resources and Eco-
systems Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities, and Revived Econo-
mies of the Gulf Coast States Act of 2012), and for the State
of Florida, a consortium of public and private research institutions
within the State, which shall include the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission, for that Gulf Coast State.

(c) GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A Gulf Coast State shall use the amounts
made available to carry out this section to award competitive
grants to nongovernmental entities and consortia in the Gulf
Coast region (including public and private institutions of higher
education) for the establishment of centers of excellence as
described in subsection (d).

(2) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a grant under
this subsection, an entity or consortium described in paragraph



