
Suspended Imposition of Sentence:  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is an SIS? 

A suspended imposition of sentence (SIS) is a special judgment entering a 
conviction but suspending sentence for a set period of probation to give a defend-
ant a chance to show his or her rehabilitation by complying with probation condi-
tions. If the defendant complies with all the conditions set by the court, the con-
viction can be set aside.  
 
What kind of case is an SIS given by the court? 

An SIS can be part of a plea bargain or imposed by the judge at open sen-
tencing after a trial or change of plea. An SIS can occur for a felony or misde-
meanor. The law prohibits an SIS for certain cases, including Driving Under the 
Influence (DUI), most physical and sexual assaults, and if a person uses a firearm 
in the commission of an offense. 
 
What happens at the end of the period given by the court for the SIS? 

If the defendant complies with all the conditions during the probation pe-
riod, the court can “set aside” the conviction. If the defendant does not comply, 
the judge can either decide to let the SIS stand and impose other sanctions or pro-
nounce a sentence. 
 
What does “setting aside” a conviction mean? 

Setting aside a conviction does not mean it disappears or the court records 
are shredded.  

 A set aside conviction does not qualify as “a ‘conviction’ in 
situations in which a sentence is increased or crime is defined by a 
prior conviction.”  . . . [But] it does not change the fact that an in-
dividual was previously found guilty of committing a crime.  
[W]here a conviction is set aside it “does not mean that the 
crime, and the events surrounding the crime, never occurred.  
Setting aside a conviction does not expunge the conviction from 
the individual’s criminal record, which means that “[b]oth the 
conviction and the judgment setting it aside consequently re-
main in the public record.”   

State v. Platt, 169 P.3d 595, 599–600 (Alaska 2007) (citations omitted) (emphasis 
added).   




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		bp-sis-faq.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


