
October 22, 2024





Employment Updates
Promotions:

• Thomas Rogers – Promoted September 1, 2024 – Law Enforcement Officer II, Corporal - Office 
of Marine Patrol

• Tyler Foster – Promoted September 16, 2024 – Law Enforcement Officer, II, Sergeant – Office of 
Marine Patrol
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Discussed at the September 2024 meeting:

The Commission recommended and the Director approved the
following motions:

 Motions to recommend that the Executive Director approve the Title 22, 

Part 23 variances and the consistency certification as requested by the 

NPS Gulf Islands National Seashore for the permanent filling of coastal 

wetlands below the mean high tide line for road widening, construction 

of bike/pedestrian pathway and other improvements along Park Road in 

the Stark Bayou area of Gulf Islands National Seashore in Ocean Springs, 

MS.
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Agency Financial Results

as of September 30, 2024
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Key Metrics: 

State Revenue of $3.6M

 

Agency Revenue of $5.3M

State Net Income of $2M

Agency Net Income of ($1.8M)
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Financial Budget Comparison

 After three months of Fiscal Year 2025:

 Operating Funds have 97.5% of Budget remaining

 Tidelands Trust Fund has 93.6% of Budget remaining
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Program Updates: Cultch Planting

 MDMR deployed 18,000 cubic yards of limestone over two State-Owned Reefs in June 
of 2024 

 Pass Christian State Reef

• 34 Acres, 3,424 Cubic Yards

 Pass Marianne State Reef

• 34 Acres, 4,395 Cubic Yards 

• 70 Acres, 10,400 Cubic Yards

 Initial Sampling Results – September 2024

 Based off initial 3 month Spat Tile Deployment Data, MDMR has recording an initial 
spat set. 

 Water quality has been consistent, and we anticipate moderate to average 
recruitment. 



Program Updates: Stock Assessment

 Completed 120 one-minute dredge tows

 Completed 288 square meter samples site with 576 total samples 



2024 Limited Oyster Season 
 Season Dates 

 10 days November 13th  – 26th  

 10 Days December 09th  – 20th 

 Location 

 Western Reefs   

 All Permitted Areas in the Western MS Sound

 Gear Type 

 Tongs

 Dredges

 Daily Harvest Quota: 

 10 sacks per boat/per day 



2024 Limited Oyster Season 
 All oyster harvester will be required to follow Title 22 Part 1 Regulations.

 Licenses 

 All oyster harvesters are required to attend an oyster harvester training class before they can apply for a 
harvester’s license. The seminar will cover basic oyster handling, hygiene, and regulations involving harvesting 
practices. 

 MDMR will host oyster harvester training classes on: 

 Wednesday, October 30, 2024

 Monday, November 4, 2024

 Classes will be hosted in person every hour, from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 Friday, November 8, 2024

 In person and virtually

 Check Stations

 MDMR will have oyster check stations in Pass Christian and Bayou Caddy

 All tags will be sold at these locations

 All harvester will be required to check in and out at these locations 



Staff Recommendation 

 Staff recommends to the Executive Director that the agency open Area II “A”, Area I “B”, Area II “B”, Area II “E”, 
Area II “F”, Area II “G”, Area II “H” and Area II “I”  in the Western MS Sound for a limited oyster season. The 
season will be open on November 13th  for a period not to exceed 10 days and again on December 9th  for a 
period not to exceed 10 days.   The daily sack limit will be set at 10 sacks per day/per vessel. 

 All approved methods of harvesting, along with designated harvest areas, will be detailed in the official opening 
order issued by the MDMR.



QUESTIONS 



Grand Bay Land Acquisition and 
Habitat Management Project
• Restore pine savanna and pine flatwoods habitats 

• Increase the diversity and abundance of native 
pine savanna and flatwoods vegetation

• Increase habitat for wintering grassland birds

http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/noaalogo.jpg
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Prior to European discovery, the 
southeastern U.S. contained over 
30 million hectares of longleaf 
pine-grassland….only 1.2 million 
hectares remain.

-Van Lear et al., 2005



Grand Bay Land Acquisition and 
Habitat Management Project

• ~30,000-acre project area

• Grand Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve

• Grand Bay National Wildlife Refuge

• Part of the larger Grand Bay Savanna Complex 
(44,000 acres)



Land Acquisition
> 1,600 acres acquired

longleaf pine 
(Pinus palustris)

white topped pitcher plant
(Sarracenia leucophylla)

small coastal plain spreading pogonia
(Cleistesiopsis oricamporum)





Mastication/Mulching
>300 acres since 2018

~900 acres planned for 2025

Prescribed fire
~ 3,000 acres since 2018

Herbicide treatment
>2,000 acres since 2018



Monitoring
• Vegetation 

• Clewell plots (Clewell, 1998)
• Birds 

• Area Search (Kolb, 1965)
• Invasive Species

• Periodic pre/post mapping of coverage
No land management in recent decades             

                   (Poor habitat quality)  

  

Well managed 

            (Excellent habitat quality)  

  





1 Year Before Burn

1 Week After Burn

13 Weeks After Burn

Goat Farm Management Unit

65 Weeks After Burn



Grand Bay NERR Herbarium



Avian Monitoring
Mississippi Sandhill Cranes 

(Grus canadensis pulla)

Henslow’s Sparrow
(Ammodramus henslowii)

Swamp Sparrow
(Melospiza georgiana)

Photo © Alan Murphy Photography

6 total detected in 2019
23 detected in 2024

162 total detected in 2019
551 detected in 2024
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