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Contact Information:

Name: Ryan Stailey / Dave Kreutzer

Agency: DOI - OAS -TB
Home Unit: Contact #: 480-381-7660 / 907-280-7631

Email: ryan_stailey@ios.doi.gov / david_kreutzer@ios.doi.gov

Date Submitted: ©6-18-2020

Describe the Proposed Change* (Provide a concise description):
OPM-4 Section 8.F (3) and IAT Guide Part 3.F.3

Remove the requirement for A-223 instructors to maintain basic water rescue or lifeguard certification.

Description of the Issue/Reason for Change* (Concise overview and background):
A-223 Water Ditching and Survival Train the Trainer Instructor OPM-04 Section 8.F (3) or IAT Guide Part 3.F (3)

The risk of a serious water related injury to a student participating in either the A-312 or the A-223 class is very low. The Dunker
exercise takes place in water that is no more than 5 feet deep. In addition to the two qualified instructors, there are four students

briefed and ready to lift the Dunker up in an instant. Any other water exercise that takes place in deeper water will involve the use
of Personal Flotation Dewces (PFD’s). The basm water rescue (BWR) class was designed for outdoor Water actlvmes on lakes

Systems Affected by Change* (| e., IAT Web5|te IAT Gwde Policy):
OPM-4

IAT Website

IAT Guide

A-223 Curriculum

For IATS Use Only

IATS Tracking #: 20-07

Approval:

(W] Approved [ ] Not Approved [ ] Pending

Date: 6/23/20 Name: Jason Petruska IATS Chair
Rationale:

*Attach any supporting documentation that may help to further explain the requested change.

Send completed form to your bureau IATS member and the IATS Chair. [IATS Roster link |

July 2019


https://www.nwcg.gov/committees/interagency-aviation-training-subcommittee/roster
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The risk of a serious water related injury to a student participating in either the A-312 or the A-223 class is very low.  The Dunker exercise takes place in water that is no more than 5 feet deep. In addition to the two qualified instructors, there are four students briefed and ready to lift the Dunker up in an instant. Any other water exercise that takes place in deeper water will involve the use of Personal Flotation Devices (PFD’s).  The basic water rescue (BWR) class was designed for outdoor water activities on lakes and rivers and does not provide comprehensive information for dealing with pool related activities. Additionally, BWR course offerings are very difficult to find.  

The initial BWR class offered as part of the A-223 has been customized for our requirements. Meeting the three year renewal requirement would result in either: requiring the customized course to be offered each time an A-223 instructor needs BWR renewal; or the instructor taking the non-customized version (which in reality has little value for the types of injuries that might occur in an A-223 class).  Currently we only have one American Red Cross (ARC) BWR instructor providing the customized course.  Additionally, A-223 qualified instructors will sit through part of the BWR class delivered as a part of the A-223 but they don't normally take the test or participate in the pool exercises and do not receive a certificate.   
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