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Youth Ag Day hed b6sn discussed for several years between lhe 4-H eg6nt and FFA advisor, and finally it

became I reality. 4-H Te€n Club members and FFA members joined togeth8r and planned out a Youth Ag

Day for all 2ndl3rd graders in Morgan County. The evenl yvas hosted at th€ Morgan County Extension Otfice.

FFA students and 4-H memb€rs n ork€d on planning the stations and the educetional opportunities lor the

youth. Toons tvore responsible for providang nol only lho materials but also tho anlmals tor tho station.

The 4-H agent coordinalod wilh th€ schools lor lhe event and assistsd with the sel-up. The FFA advisors

coordineted with th€ high school stud€nls in making sure they had all matorisls. The te€ns even came to the

oflicc tho night boloro to go ovsr lhe dotails ol tho evont. There was a total of 50 teens serving as slation

leaders and as group leders with the elementary studonts. Master Gardeners also provided hands on

plsnting, dissscting of e seod and pollinstion. 4-H Agent lrom neighboring county shared the lmportanco of

boos with the sludents by bringing an observation window. W6 had beef, goat, pig, chickons/ducks. rabbits

and horses lor the youth to exp€rienc€. We also had tractor salety and backyard gam€s for the youlh. Th€

youth ag day eccommodaled ovsr 250 2nd,l3rd grada studsnts.

The hQh school students received great recogniuon from the superinlond€nl for th€ir hard work. This

evenl took several volunteers end leadars.
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4-ll [nYironmental 0ay Camp

Morgan County 4-H Council hes partnered tyith th€ Family Resource

Conler Diractors. and lour Elem€ntary school statf lor lhe past lhirt€on
years to provide an educational environmental overnight camping
program lor all 4th gradsrs an Morgen County. This partnershlp was

d€veloped lo provide hands on applicabla learning exp€riencss tor all

4th graders. However, Covid has altered this experience lor Morgan

County youlh. Aft€r several planning meetings the docision to move

lonrvard, the ovemight program has transitioned into an Environmental

Day Camp lor etl 4th end sth graders in lhe county. This was done st
the same local youth camping facility we had used in the past. Th6 Day

Camp is based on environmantal soonce and natural resourc€s. 4-H

Teen Club mombors provido group aclivities and €ith6r instrucl a class

or aid an instruclor. When this program began, il was solely a 4-H

Program and now it has become a school program wilh 4-H aiding. This
year w€ conducled twoday camps iust so we could have enough space

,or all lhe youth. The tirst one was 124 youth, 14 edults/t€achars, and

36 teens, The sacond ono was 129 youlh, 12 adultsneachors, and 36

teens. This y€ar campers had the experience of climbing the tower.

Camp st8ft wors impressed with lho toen leBd€rship ol encouraging

students with a new iask. Also, this year s€ had a guest speakor for

lunch rrom EKCC about th€ir search and rescue canine division. From
porsonal inlorviows: 1. Tsschsrs cil6d their sludonls noeded lhis more

lhan ever atter a year of social distancing. 2. Teens gained public

speaking skills, s€lf-osloem, groater resp€ct tor tha work of teachsrs,

and applied leadership skills 3. 900/0 ol the 4th and sth graders ciled
learning ways that sci€nce applias to thei, surroundings and r€asons

for sludying the environment 4. Teachers also stalod that the unaty ol
their class was so strong after anending th6 avent. They were more

team orienled lhBn befor€. 5. 900/o of the sludents exp€riencod a firsl
tim€ while at the day camp, whether il be hiking in the for6sl, canoeing.

touching an owl pellet, or studying animal tracks. Also, once the ag€nl
visitod tho 4lh and sth graders tho following monlh during club m8€ling,

students sharod lheir desires of wanling to b€ a te€n leade. and to

ettsnd summor camp. Teachers also shared how imyessed they were
s,ith the 4-H T6en's Leadership, involvement, and initiative to ensure all

cempors had a positive exp€riane3. Teachers have expr€ssed how

excitod lhoir sludenls are to know they can bocomG l6en leaders whon
they get into high school!
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rA]YlttY & c0]'tsu]YlER scttilcts [0.

OUR s0tllTt0lt: [00 Rtsst]tG AD0 tcIt0]t

With rales ol substance use and abuse at an all-time high, FCS collaborated
with tho diroclo. of a newly establish€d 16covo.y contor. As a ros u lt, working wilh
the direclor, staff, clients and SNAP assistant, programs were oflered in lood p,ep,
food safety and s€lection, gardening and 'Recovering Your Finances Training.'
Surveys indical€d participants loarned n6w skills in money management,6uccess in
l€erning what e credit scors is, horv to check it, how to establish credit, how to
plan 8nd croale working budget6. A dotinit6 win win for all.

A community forum'Our Community Solution: Addressing Addiction" servad as
a bullding block to establish road6 to rocovory. Forly-Five participal€d in lho av€nt
sharing with ext€nsion specialist and community partners to increasing a$rareness
end undorstending of a dd ict ion.
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AG & ]'IATURAL RIS0URCIS

tARitIR's AppRtcmTt0il & sAttIY Dt]tiltR

Farming is rated the sixth most
dangorous occupation. boaling out
powe rlin e workers and sle€lworkers
( Ne lione I lnslitute for Occu pational
Safety and Health (NIOSH). There is
also a high concentretion of m€ntal
illnoss smong larmers, including
depression. These condilions are ollen
slr€ss-inducod and can be llle-
threalening if l€f I unlreated.

B u lld ing on le st y6 a r's succ€ss,
Exlension engaged add itiona I community
orgenizalions lor the USDA "Raising
Hopo - Supporting H6s lt hy Lives on
Kentucky Farms" cam pa ign. These
financial parlnors included M orga n
County Soil Conservation Oistrict, Farm
Bu reau, Licking Va lley Rura I E lectric
Coop6raliv6 and Standaf6r Build6rs with
4-H and FFA Youth also contributing
loadership and servic€ s k alls.

The campaign consisted of thank you
cards for lsrmers, a counly proclamalion
signed by judge executiv€ and 'Fa.mer
Appr6clation' Dinner and Salety
Awareness program. The event was
att8nd€d by 161 farmers and family
mombers.
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CONT!NUED...

ln addition to a lr€€ dinner, there
were saf€ty d€mons lralions cond ucl€d by
the Ky Dept ol Agricullure and the local
eleclric cooperetiYe, as woll as a
presentation on mental health by th€
'Raising Hope'stsle d areclor. The venue
was beautafully decoraled by Mo rga n
Cou nty Masler Gard ene rs. 4-H and FFA
loons assasled with thank you ca rds,
registration, meal serving and a
presenlalion lo opon tha mo oting. Tho
evening closBd wilh photo opportunilies
8nd door p.izo s to s€nd lolks home with a

smilo afler the discussion of difficult
topics- 4-H and FFA teens had an
opportunity lo u nilo, work logothor and
r6present themselves as pa rt ot th€ ag
community.

Comments on Facebook and to
Extension Stall demonstrsted that lh€
farm€.s ware vary app.eciativs ol the
recognition. They also expressed how
much they onjoy6d and loarnod from th6
event. One p€rson commenled thal
soeing and hearing ths youth involve mont
gave ham new hope about th€ future of
f srming in Morgan County.
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}l0trltltlA0t tl0Ll0AY

The Extension Off ice Off ered 'Homemade Holidays' November 14th in
collaboration with Morgan County Homemakers, Morgan County Extension
Staf f and Extension Council.
This Event off ered a day of craft classes and cooking demonstralions.
This was a free evenl at the Morgan County Extension Educalion Cenler.
Folks were invited to drop in anytime between 2 pm and 7 pm to complele
cralts of their choosing and sample various recipes.
Some of the slalions that were oflered include Santa Gnomes, Gilt Bag
D6corations, Ornament Trees, Canvas Creations. Painted Winter Tissue Jar
Dispensers and Charcuterie Cups. There was Sweet Potato Chili, Christmas
Popcorn and other dishes to sa mple.
There was estimated to be 80 people who enjoy this event. Some facebook
comments include: 'Great job ladies, it was lun and tasty' "lt was so much
fun' 'Thank you so much. We had a greal time" "We had a wonderf ul timell
Big thanks to everyone who worked to put this together."'ll was awesome..
Thank you!!"
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COilTACT US *
Ctxrpe rative
Extension Service

t)(Ttilsr0il AGT}{TS

KIM LANE
4-H YOUTH
DEVELOP M ENT
KrM. LAN E@U KY.EDU

SARAH FANNIN
AGRICULTURE &
NATURAL RESOURCES
S FAN N !N@U KY.EDU

VALERIE WILLIAMS
PROGRAM ASSISTANT
vALERIE.WtLLTAMS@U KY.EDU

t)(Tt}{st0}l STAIT

ANGIE FERGUSON
STAFF ASSISTANT
AN GrE. FERG USON@U KY. ED U

F

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD & ENVIRONMENT

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
MORGAN COUNTY OFFICE

1OO2 PRESTONSBURG STREET
WEST LIBERTY, KY 41472

PHONE:606-743-3292
FAX: 606-743-31 84
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