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 tsukamatsurazu
did not occur

A merchant’s notebook, 
in an entry for January 
1700, tells of a tsunami 
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Europeans then knew of 
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Quote from Moriai-ke “Nikki kakitome chö” (p. 50-52).  Map by Guillaume Del’Isle, from University of Washington Libraries, Special Collections Division ( .p. 2, 5)
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Preface to the second edition  第2版の
 

序文
THE PACIFIC OCEAN TSUNAMI of 2011 arose from sudden 
displacement of the ocean floor off the northeast coast of Japan, during 
an earthquake of magnitude 9.  The earthquake shook Japanese shores 
where the tsunami soon took thousands of lives.  The tsunami also 
fanned out across the Pacific toward shores where the shaking had not 
been felt.  Those far-traveled waves caused concern on the west coast of 
North America, but the losses there were comparatively light.   

This book tells of a tsunami in 1700 that crossed the Pacific in the 
reverse direction.  It began when the ground shook and the ocean floor 
lurched in the Cascadia region of western North America.  It soon 
swelled bays and river mouths along the region's outer coast.  It also 
crossed the Pacific to Japan, where no perceived earthquake forewarned 
of its approach.  Flooding and damage on Japanese shores, though minor 
overall, were recorded in writing by samurai, merchants, and peasants.  
Nearly three centuries later, this written history in Japan would be 
matched with natural and oral history in Cascadia, and the combination 
would clarify earthquake and tsunami hazards in western North America. 

The 1700 tsunami is reconstructed in these pages from clues in North 
America and Japan.  The book exhibits this far-flung evidence, describes 
how it came to light, and explains how it was pieced together.  The 
presented findings are unchanged from the first edition, which appeared a 
decade ago.  New to the second edition is an afterword about an unusual 
North American precaution against a tsunami like the one in 1700.

Brian F. Atwater and David K. Yamaguchi
Seattle
August 2015
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