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High Level Overview of Program
Created by an act of Congress in 1879, the USGS provides science for a changing world, which 
reflects and responds to society’s continuously evolving needs. As the science arm of the 
Department of the Interior, the USGS brings an array of earth, water, biological, and mapping data 
and expertise to bear in support of decision-making on environmental, resource, and public safety 
issues.
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High Level Overview of Program
Matrix Management: Aligned Under 5 Mission Areas (23 Programs), 7 Regions, 5 Volcano 
Observatories, 60 Science Centers, and over 500 laboratories nationwide
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What is the objective of your stations?
Water Mission Area
The USGS investigates the 
occurrence, quantity, quality, 
distribution, and movement of 
surface and underground waters 
and disseminates the data to 
the public, State and local 
governments, public and private 
utilities, and other Federal 
agencies involved with 
managing our water resources.
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Who are your stakeholders / users?

The U.S. Geological Survey works with many partners to 
provide objective and impartial science to resource 
managers, emergency response, and the public.
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What types of data do you collect?
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Where are your water level stations?
National Water 
Dashboard presents 
real-time stream, 
lake and reservoir, 
precipitation, and 
groundwater data 
from more than 
13,500 USGS 
observation stations 
across the country.
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Where are your water level stations?

USGS has identified 
2,256 pre-identified 
locations for sensor 
deployment 
nationwide. 
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Expansion Opportunities
National Network of Real-time Coastal Gages
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Thank you!
Athena Clark, USGS Coastal Storm Team Leader
athclark@usgs.gov


