
Tax Abatement Notes 

Requests to the Tax Abatement Board (TAB) should be made in writing and say why the request is being 

made. 

New changes in the law allow towns to abate only the interest and penalty, and now, in the list of 

reasons for abatement, mistakes can be made by people in addition to the Listers. 

The majority of the Board makes up a quorum. 

If the listers testify they can't vote. 

People making requests based on inability to pay should provide income and expense information. The 

town cannot require this but can encourage it and provide a form for requester to fill out. 

Income and expense information is private to be discussed in deliberative session not in public. All 

private info is collected at the end of meeting. 

The TAB, because it's a quasi-judicial board, goes into deliberative session as opposed to executive 

session. Voting can happen in deliberative session and the decision is made in deliberative session. 

The decision of the TAB is communicated in writing and it doesn't contain vote totals. 

The decision can be included with the minutes and the results of the deliberative session can be 

included in the minutes with a statement like: "The Board came out of deliberative session and made 

the following decision ... " 

Minutes within 5 days 

Written decision within 15 days. 

The decision states the reason, minutes don't. 














