36 MILES OF TROUBLE

Hrattleboro Raitbroad Station 1925, BP
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GOING UP THE GAUGE

In 1867, the West River Railrosd Company was granted a charter 1o
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THE TRY-DAILY RUN

According to a South Loadonderry per, the West River Railroad
trains ran “try-daily”. That is,ﬂm:rm in the morning and tried to
gct back at mght. This was due (o delays of all kinds, as well as
constraction and maintenance problems.

The locomotives were wmd:urnirgmd kad 1o be refueled or "wooded
up” along the way. Men and big: iten helped the crew refuel 1o shonen
the stop, while women passed the tme gathering Nowers or berries along

the track.

BIG EVENTS ON THE RAIL

Passznpers flocked to the West Eiver Ratlroad for two big annual events.

The mest popular was the Brattleboro Fair, On fair day, every possible Ve

picce of train equipmenl was converied for passenger use. Fairgoers T - ; i |
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might find themselves sitting on rough wooden planks, riding on the top
of cars, or even worse, hangeag ot the sides.

The ather bag event was the railroad stockholders’ meciing, Everyone
who kad a shore in the railroad got a free ride to Brattleboro, dinner
and a rogem for the aaght

Since the West River Raalrosd fatled 1o ever show a profit, these evenis
were probably the only returns reaped from the investment.

Constrction Crew 1910, BP

In hunting season, many men shot decr from the train and stowed the
venisom [or an unbilled ride home.

There 15 one story of a man who lost his false teeth out the train window
while spifting his chevwang tobacca. The train was siopped as passengers
scairched for the massing teeth

Fnmaica Railrosd Station 1911, T



Coastroction and maintenance problems which plagued the railroad carned it 1he pickname, "% Miles of Trouble” An overcagerness to see the railroad
completed, a shortage of funds, and frequent Rooding were responsible for many r;:'u.,, problems. ;

The railroad bed was made as narrow as possible _ sometimes (00 aarrow. Trains would sink down into the West River on one side of the track, or sway and bang
agamnst the ledges on the other side, This process of banging and swaying eventually widened the ledges enough for a cdear passape.

As if this wasn't enoagh, all of the early wooden ratlroad bridges, tracks, and even (he roadbed would wash sway with Jemaica's regular flooding.
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West River train wreck at Randy Crossing below Newfane, BP

STRANDED IN SNOWDRIFTS
Vermont's stormy winters posed more problems for the West River Railroad.
During winter journsys, some riders found themselves shivering in unheated cars while others had to flee cars set ablaze by overstoked stoves.

Trains were sometimes siuck in huge snowdrifts for days. While stranded, passengers sought meals at local I; or as & last redort ook from the fred
and fried them over the firebox nsing coal shovels. ugh et TEgs rom resght car



WAITING ... AND WAITING

Waiting for the train became a popular summer activity in Jamaica.
Towmspeople would hear the distant whistle and run down to the station
lo greel passengers and receive mail

Witz of the time claimed conductors would stay at the station until the

farnicr'!. hen laid just ene more ege for an even dozea to sell at the
markel.

In Newfane, passengers were delayed becanse the train had to be pulled
up a sicep grade in two picces. One trainman took advantage of this
wail. He rode up on the Brst half and courted a local widow while
waating for the second half to srrive.
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West Rover Valley Railroad through Jamaica 191
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END OF THE LINE

By the turn of the century the railroad was showing signs of demise:
Crossties were rolted, paris of Lthe roadbed were washed awoy, and cars
were in dissepair. Thers was an attempt in 1905 to upgrade the track,
bt it proved unsececssful. The flood of 1927 carried nway most of what
wiss left of the West River Railtroad. Shontly after, the company filed for
abandonmeat.

Falks waiting a1 the Bratticboro Station 1917, BP

In 1939, the rails weee torn up lor scrap and sold 10 salvage, ending 56
years of railroad service (o the West River Valley,



RAILROAD RELICS

JAMAICA STATE PARK
The uld Jamaica station still stands behind the ranger's quarters near the
park entrance. 1t i now a private residence.
Luuﬁqn fulh;ﬁtdlm m|.|1_lr.d the ﬂilmdbt hub:aic: State Park on
ailroad Trail. Notice where the was blasted to widen the
AT Nt S Roa bed for the trains, and look for old erossties and discarded spikes.
Hamilion Falls [ | About 1.5 miles up the tral, sl the sccond creck that mcets the path, the
% trad veers from the river. On the left are the remains of what might have
'.FE ek Rond becn an odd railroad maintenance shed.
\"n
Cobb Broc N emmas Further up the trail is the Switch Road leading to Hamilton Falls. This
i s trail was used to transport goods down to the track 1o be shipped off to
R w A, N market,
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> "".. Mear the base of the Switch Road are the remains of the Cobb Brook
- i Bridge.
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Photographs courtesy of Brooks Memorial Library: Porter Th wied
Bratileboro Photos Collections, et
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MNote: For information on other hiking trails
see Jamalea Trail Guide Brochure.
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