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Years of conflict and significant economic deterioration have left South 
Sudan in the grip of serious food insecurity, with women and children the 
most vulnerable. Sustained, large-scale assistance to protect livelihoods 
and increase resilience to further shocks will be crucial to save lives, boost 
food production capacities and build self-sufficiency.

Objectives
FAO is working with partners in the Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster to:
•	 Enhance food availability for severely food-insecure households 

through food-based nutrition support.
•	 Strengthen the collection, analysis and coordination of food security, 

agriculture and livestock information. 

Activities 
The objectives and activities reflect FAO’s multi-year Emergency 
Livelihoods Response Plan. 

Increase agricultural food production 
crop and vegetable seeds | tools | fishing equipment | rapid 
response mechanism

Improve animal health
vaccination and treatment of livestock | training for animal 
health workers

Provide food and nutrition support
provision of food vouchers | training on hygienic food production 
preparation | establishment of community gardens linked to 
feeding centres 

Coordinate food security and agriculture analysis
coordination of information sharing with partners | food security 
and nutrition analysis | seed security and crop assessments | 
market, rainfall and crop production monitoring | crop and 
livestock pest and disease monitoring

Strengthen absorptive capacity 
increase local capacity and preparedness | strengthen partners’ 
ability to deliver and respond | training on basic agricultural skills | 
build nexus with FAO’s resilience programme

Despite the recent peace 
agreement, extreme levels 
of acute food insecurity are 
expected to persist in areas 
of continued conflict and 
poor harvests, calling for 
immediate and unhindered 
food assistance and careful 
monitoring.  
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Impact on food security 

In South Sudan, displacement, violence and underdevelopment have 
devastated livelihoods, marginalized women’s formal employment 
opportunities, and weakened families’ ability to cope. Extreme levels of food 
insecurity and high rates of malnutrition persist in many areas, driven by 
the protracted conflict and limited humanitarian access. By March 2019, the 
number of people in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) is expected to be nearly double 
the level of the same period in 2018. Annual cereal production dropped 
by 25 percent from 2014 to 2017, leaving nearly 500 000 metric tonnes of 
deficit for 2018. Farmers – most of whom are women – and their families have 
been displaced from their fertile lands and over 80 percent of the population 
currently lives below the absolute poverty line. The economic crisis has 
continued to affect market-dependent households, including farmers who are 
unable to meet all their food needs from their own production. Human, plant 
and livestock diseases, total loss of cattle for some and climatic shocks are 
expected to further impact livelihoods.

While the peace agreement is expected to offer new opportunities to improve 
assistance and reduce vulnerability, this will vary by location and population 
group. Thus immediate assistance will be required for returnees to ensure a 
rapid resettlement and integration back into the community. Progress will 
also take time to materialize, particularly as regards the economic situation, 
availability of basic services, and pressure on communities hosting displaced 
populations. Large-scale food assistance and ongoing nutrition services in 
many areas of the country have prevented the situation from spiraling into a 
graver crisis. It is crucial that this be scaled up to meet projected needs, ensure 
access to basic services and rebuild sustainable livelihoods.
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Situation analysis

4.2 million refugees, 

of whom 2.2 million are IDPs

5.2 million people projected 

to be severely food insecure 

(January–March 2019)

50% of the population are 

projected to be severely food 

insecure between January 

and March 2019

80% of the population depends 

on agriculture and livestock for 

their livelihoods
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Source: IPC, September 2018 

Projected acute food insecurity situation (January–March 2019)

IPC phase 
classification

Crisis

Stressed

Minimal

Insufficient data

Not analysedFamine

Emergency

150 km0

THE CENTRAL
AFRICAN

REPUBLIC

THE DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF

THE CONGO

ETHIOPIA

THE SUDAN

UGANDA

KENYA

!
!

!

!
!
!

!

!
!!

Abyei
Upper Nile

Jonglei

Central 
Equatoria

Eastern EquatoriaWestern Equatoria

Lakes

Warrap

Unity
Northern

Bahr el GhazalWestern
Bahr el Ghazal

Displaced population in camps

Area that would likely be at least one phase 
worse without humanitarian assistance
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Pierre Vauthier
Senior Programme Officer and 
FAO Representative a.i.

Juba, South Sudan | FAO-South-Sudan@fao.org

Food and Agriculture Organization  
of the United Nations 
www.fao.org/emergencies
www.fao.org/resilience

Contact

Dominique Burgeon
Director, Emergency and Resilience Division 
and Strategic Programme Leader – Resilience

Rome, Italy | TCE-Director@fao.org

The boundaries and names shown and the designations 
used on this map do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the 
legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps represent 
approximate border lines for which there may not yet be 
full agreement.


