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REZPORT OF THE TWENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE
ON COMMODITY PROBLEMS

s

1, The Committee on Commodity Problems held its Twenty-Ninth Session
from 24-29 October 1957. The Session was attinded by representatives from
23 member countries and observers from 22 countries and 8 international
organizeticns. The Chair was taken by Mr. J.F. Yriart (Uruguay). A list
of participants is given in Annex ITto the Raport.

I. ACENDA

2. The Provisional hgenda for the Twenty-Ninth Session (CCP 57/17)
was adopted with some amendment in the order in which items were taken.

The Committee 2greed to add an additional item, "Press Releases'", to the
, Agenda.

. : IT. SUMMARY RECORD OF TWENTY-BIGHTH SESSION

3. The Provisional Summary Record of the Pwenty-Eighth Session
(CCP 57/15) with the amendments circulated as an Addendum o %he Record,
was approved.

ITT. MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS IN THE WORLD LGRICULTURAL COMMODITY SITUATION SINCE
MARCH 1957 :

III{s) Current Quilook

4. The Committec reviewed recent developments in the world food and

agricultural situation on the basis of informationl) supplied by the

Director-General in an up-to-date supplemsnt to the State of Food and

Agriculture 1557 (document C 57/85 Sup. 1 "Recent Developments in the World

Food and Agricultural Situation"), It was noted that international trade

in egricultural products may be lower in the 1957/58 marketing year than

c in 1956/57, when shipments under surplus disposal programs were large and

. ‘import demand was unusuelly kigh owing to special factors which no longer
operate, such as the nsed to replenish stocks of cotton, and the unusually
poor Buropean wheat crop. Some reductions in commodity prices have occurred,
but it was noted that the drop in certain prices had been from levels which
wore high compared with the average in recent years. Prices of several
commodities remoin higher than they were 'a year ago, partly reflecting ~maller
market supplies, and partly beceuse import demand remains strong. However,
an overriding factor in the coming year may be lower imporis due to balance
of payments difficulties in some countries and to diginflationary policies.
On the whole, world import demand for agricultural products is likely to be
weaker in the prescent marketing year. In contrast, world market supplies
of most products probably will remain high. While it is still toe early
to forecast ¢rops such 2s cocoa and rice, which are mainly harvested later
) this ysar or carly next year, there are prospects that production in 1957/58
of coffee, European sugar-beei, most livestock and dairy products, tea and
wool, will remain large or increase, while the heavy North American stocks
carried over from last season ensure that world supplies of wheat, coarse
grains and cotion will remeirn very bdig.

- T

111(y)

Agricultural Surpluses

5. The agricultural surplus situation remains disquieting. There ars
two separate protlems still facing governments ¢ first, to zdjust policies
so as 1o regain a balance between current production anéd total effective
demand, and sscond, to dispese of the existing surplus stocks overhanging

1) Commants of the Comnittee relating to the information in this paper are
included in Addendum 1 to Conference document C 57/8, Sup. 1.
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domestic and international markets without upsetting prices and internaiional
trade. The Committee noted with concern that effective results in cutting
down world surplus stocks kad so far been mainly in cotton. Some modest
reductions in stocks of wheat, coarse grazins and cotton were to be expectad
during 1957/55 following the rsduced output this year in the main exporting
countries owing to reduced acrsage and bad weather. It was noted that over
the past few years in a number of countries increases in yields per acre
have besn offsetting continuing declines in screage. In the United States,
goverrment measures (including the Soil Bank scheme) designed to reduce
acreage of wheat and coarse grains have been largely offset by the increazes
in yields per acre and the expansion of area planted to crops not under
government restrictions. ’

ba It was recognised that the United States surpluses supplied on
special termc rad played an important rcle in aiding countries where
consumption was increasing rapidly under the stimulus of economic development.
The world's main economic problem is poverty and surplus supplies could
provide urgenily needed relief in maintaining or increasing consumption.
Grave concsrn, hnwever, was expressed at the huge scale of surplus disposal
opsrations and their effsct on normal commercial trade. The value of
disposals on special terms by the United States Government (including foreign
currency sales, grants and donations., special credit and barter) reached the
massive total of $ 1,500 million in 195f/57. This represented over 40 per
cent of U.S. agricultural exports, and about one-tenth of total international
agricultural trade. Although in ths coming year shipments of cotton and
wheat under special sxport programs are expected %o slacken off, surplus
disposal operations will still remain very large indeed and great care will
have to be %aken *o minimize the effects on rsgular commercial trade, and to
ansure continuation of consultations with interested third-party governments.

T The Committee took neote of the fact that a very serious surplus
situation existed in the case of wheats, Such was not so in the cass of rice,
production of whick at certein times fell short of demand. In this connection,
the Director-General was requested by some delegations to give higk priority
to technical assistance to increase the production of rice.

SURPLUS DISPOSAL

Sixth Report of the Consultative Sub-Comnittes onJSurplus Digposal

8. The Committes noted the Sixth Report on the Washington Sub-Committee's
activities and expressed iis appreciaiion of the work it had undertaken.

G . The Committee welcomed “he continuing emphssis being placed by the
Sub-Committee on the reed for a beiter understanding of the administrative
provisions being written into agreements involving surplus commodities %o
ehsure that the Fi0 Principles were being obsorvéd. The Committee noted that
in this respec’t infermation to use as & basis for its work had been provided
by some governaents, but that in general the- Sub-Committee has no- established
system of providing factual information either on particular surplus disposal
transactions or on-spscial programmes. Because the Sub-Committee is the main
forum for the disoussion of surplus disposal matters it is essential that
member countries participating in surplus disposal transaciions keep the
Sub-Committee fully informed on these matters and that this information be
supplied on a continuing basisz. As the Sub-Committee pointed out, the
benefit to governments of:the activities of the Sub-~Committee is in direct
proporticn to their willipgness to participate in its work.
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10. The Commitiee also received the report of the Sub-Committes's Working
Party (CCE 9?/1 ; Addendws 2) on the replizs to the (CP questionnaire on wurplin.,
disposale of wheat and dairy productsz.+ The Sub--Comaittee raported that o
sutstantial amount of vgluaole data. particularly of tha nethods of distributica
in soie individual rscipiant countries, had been colloctsd and analysed, ond
this vi11l be useful as baclkground information. It tad concluded, howvever

that the results did not nmake poseidle an appraisal of thse exient to which FAD
Principles wera bein: obzerved. The qusstion was further concidered under thc
next item. ’

(]

LN Active attention wag now beiny given by the Washington Sub-Commitice to
1a¢ possibilities of a nilet research study to siamine national gxperience in
the use of food surpluses and the Committazs looked forvard with intercst o the
outcome of this snquiry.

IV(b}Proposals of the Winth Gencral Meoting of TPAP

R

12. The Sscretary-Gsnoral of IFAP introduce! the recommenlations made in

cgard to international commodity machincry by the dinth Ordinary Genaral
Yeeting of the Intornational Feleration of fgriculiural Producors The
purpese of the IFAP proposal s which the Conmittes Found of much 1ntorost as a
basis for its own dloCO?%73ﬂ05 Jas 30 ensure a nore officient funciioning of
the existing P40 machinsry on suzplus disposal satters.

13. - As regards the provosals for the sstablizhaomt of wors oFfective
consultative procedurcs, the Coanittee agrecd that the pressni torme of v T
of tho Washington Sub-Corrities wors adequatse %o cnable it,; with the cooperation
off menber governments, to carry out its funciions.

14, The IFAP alse vucoimacnded that the Sub-Commitico should consists of a

siall group of senior governient ropreseniatives sssistod by comrodity cxperts.
The Counittee, on the conirary, belicvel that onz of the nain values of tho
present Sub~Connittec lay in the broad basis of its wombership and the fact

that any intorcsted FAQ nation could join its discuszions as nembor or obsSeTVer.
Nevertheless, members of the Sub--Committse had in the past and might in the
futurs find it useful te¢ assist the delegations by gsending comnodity cxverts as
occasion warrants, as had boen done in the czze of discussions on surpluscs of
dried skim millk. :

15. The Conmittee conmsidoersd the recommendation by IFAP thot the Sub-
Comnitice should be given power to make and announce its decisions in
its owm right. It was Telt that no chanrs shoulw bo nade in the
present responsibility for roporting to the CCP. It was notzl that
procodure alrealy oxistoa for +the cirevlation of ruports dirsct to
Governments throush thse Washington re presentatives as soon as thoy becomc
avallable. Jome dolugatss ocuprossed the view that the Sub—Comnlttcc

1/ It will be roeallod Ul
the CCP

the Coniurcnce; at its Eighth Scssion, had asked

"to instruct the Consuliative Sub-Conmitiec on Surplus Disposal to
considur wvays in whiich a report to Humber Govomnnents could be
preparced, in coowmcration with the Dirscior- “nuf¢19 on {a) tho
extent to which the aporoved prineinlss have boen ebserven and
(b) the offects, if any, on tho markets of obher motbur cou ntries,
of disposals of surplus products on specisnl toras ithoer by price
arrangoments or other meansy and to report its findings and
conclusions to the COPY (BAO Confoercenco Resolulion No¢9/)\

A sumnary account of the Comnittcut's consideration of the Confercnce request and
of conclusions rcached on the next stoeos to Ve taken was presented in Annox IT.
1,

Section 4(c) of the Report of the Twenty-Zighth SLSﬁLOﬂ which is also beforc thoe
Conferencec (C 57/11). '
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heuld be onabled 4. moke dirced recommendotivng to Governments ns to

4 crurses of nodion. Tihe cxomple wane cited of ¢ plon for inter—
1 co=cperative ~otivn for soiting up milk pricessing planits and
her deiry improvoment mossurcs for porticulor arcos.

. As to the suggestion thot thore should ho a high level mecting
to review the PO Principles in the lighit of cupericnce since 1954, the
Commititce rocolled thot at its imst scssicn i% hed rogucsted the
Jesnington Sub-Committcr 4. consider ways of movicving the effcciivoness
L the FAQ Principles, cnd it wos noted thot cxplorstory work wes now
under way. In the 1l£ﬂt «f this ocné or the discussicn in the present
scgssicn <f fthe Commivico, s well os eny dobric os may teke place at the
Hinth Sessicn of the FiU Cunicrence, the Cummittee requested the Tashing-
ten Sub~Committce To cxemine ~nd ropert wn tho wperaticn ond adequacy of
the FLO Principles and Guiding Lincs oF Surplus Dizpospal over the post

ot

three yonrs, ond rccummend possible woys «F casuring tnnt the disposal of
surpluscs is mode without hormful interforconc: with normal patterns of
procuction cnd internntiongl trade. FMarshormore; the Sub-Comriticc nay
wish to c.nsider tho IFAP pruposals further, hoving regord t. the dis—
cussiuns and conclusiuns in’ the prosent CCP sossion. The Committoc folt
gnnt in thoe light of the Weshingbon Sub-Committeo's report and such

-

discussicns os ney $oke ploce ot the Gunforecacc, it weuwld be in o pesitiun
at 1ts noxt sossiun t: decide upon ony further neticn it might toke.

IV(c). Hatinal Fucd Rescrves

17. Tha Committes noted with s“+i~f”ctiJ the Becond Roport of tho
Sub~Cemmittoc's Werking Poarty on Notioncl Rescerves ond ngreed thot furthor

study of the wrciierd problems crisiag frum nno ostobl 1qhnan, usc ond
replenishment of rescrves wos desirnblo. Rof srence was nlae nate to the
inferinticn BAPCT RTCPATS d for the Conforence (C 57/13 which sumnrises
the yrescnt stotus of the progrom of work on these questi.ns, ond which

alse dneludoz the comments made by the CCP ~% its previeus scssicn.

IV(d). Dricd Skim ¥ilk Proposnls

13. action token wn the icd skinm millk schemcs is nitod in Seeiicn
V{d) (i) "Deiry ProCucts - Pi.gress .n Recucsts Tor Interncitionel Co-operative
LAction" below.

V. ACTION ON INDIVIDUAL COMMODITINS WD JOMEODITY GROUPS

V(a). PLS Gruup un Crains

and Sceound

1G. The Committec roceived the roporis of she First
Scssions of the Group cn Groing (CCP )7/16 and CCP 57/2!).
20. The First Sossiovn of the Griup Joclt with uvrganizeticnnl mattors
ond cutlined the programme cf wot“ B be underitoion. As ids nmeln ossign-

ments, the Group decided to nddress itself oi-

i) The regulox approaiscl of the world grodn sitvotion and thoe short-
tern cutlools;

i ii) The cxominoticn of tronds in %he grain coonumys

iii) The study 2né annlysis of national groein poelicics and their
intcrmaticnel offects

21. 4g 1te first Jbjective, the Group decided tu toke ur o shwdy
which wuuld asscss the main foeturs which hmve led o the present dis-
cquilibrium in tho supply 2ad demond for groins ond the accwamulation of

_ surpluscs.

;

i 22, 4t itz Socend Sessicng furthcr cunziderativn wos given to this

5 = :

1 tosll of csscssuacnt as well o8 o roview of prosont noti.onel policics affeeting
: I ‘ T

; grains. Cortain capcets of thc currcnt provlems were singled out for
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particular study. L The aspe ¢l
were tunose which re mors likoly e}
remedy current zroin rroblem 4 2%
topics to be studied. with yar%icular raforonce
include factors affe Ctlﬂg vroduction (Drlcc, the of "acts of dis—-
crepancies betwoon internsl ~nd cxicrns @ and tho ¢ffects of
price policios ond government inducements on production), consumption
(trends in consumption, mcsponse of domand to vrice ~nd income changes,
ond policies affecting demand). LD,&b (sp(Lualnb GXport subsidioes.
trade restrictions,; Stote trading, »ilosrrangements and moasurss
of surplus disposzl).

further investigation
proctical seciion to

P rECUrrenee.) Tho
satlonal policiss,

the Group hord moade
a good beginning v 2 srogramme of worlk,
Rocognizing the nzed for mors informition and Twsly gis, the Commitico
stregssed the imvorteonce of conceniraticn on +he nors wrsent asgpects
with the aim of reaching procviesl rorcdics Jor the problemsl’} | The
need for progress towards o Lutio: tvion oF national uol: civs,
particularly wish rospact to zurdlus provention was underiined.

23, L The Committce
ivh

24, The Groug acrccd that, ardasr wo ozpedite iis work,
an inform:l seminnr aigiht be nold as Jerdqunrtons some months
prior te the noxt sez ion of the Group; to conmider dyafts prepored by

government represcntatives wac vwoulid te in o wosition to oct as
rapporteurs on certain aspecis of the worlk, w3ll 2 related droafts
prepared by the Secrotoriat. It was monox felt by the Group thot
this Seminzr would afford =n opportunity for fres and informed discussion

on the work preparcd beforc itz sutmission vo itz next scszion. The
Secretariat would t:ako -ccount of Tb“ res of thes. digcussions in
coipleting the documentation for at that session.

25. The Committee welcomed $hos
represented o usciul innovation in ihe i
commodity groups.

arrangementz which, in ids view,
sthods of work of its

FAQ Cocon Study Groun

+ of the
held in

26. The Commitltes noted wi
Second Session of the F.0 Coco-
Tkadan, Western Region, Nigeria.

(ior: ~t the Ssssion, howcver,
ilidsices of devisinzg ~ sgchome

27. The Group's principnl
had been the consiisration of th ]
which would limit price wovemenis ¢ e cocor markets within azrecd
upper end lowey limite withou$ injury to the lons~torm intercsts of thoe
cocea industry, o qucstion on vhich prenosals welc put by soms
delesgotions.

28. } "To gontinmic the study of thiz guosiion, %nc CGroup had deeided
to set up o Worlking Parwy on Price Sinbilization to vepori to it o+
its next Session. It 2lao decidod %c rcsain an Bxecuiive Commitioo
and o Committce on Statisiics.

29. It hed 21so discussed icchnical wroblems of produciion and

consunption of cocon; including thosc of quality, gredinz and sub-
stitutes and mcihods of increncing consumpiion, and had zlso made
recommendations for the improvemeni of sististical dnta, involving
techniques of forconsting preduction ond consumption and the drawing wp
of o ounplv/dom nd balanes shoot.

30. The Committec cxpressed its intersst in, ond appreciction of,
thecngefil ond congiructive work the Croup was ongaged upon and fold
that the Session had l2id o scund fou '&atiqn of understanding betwcen
rroducers and consumsri. ﬂhilst no ' in goner=l, the nced for
caution in the cstoblishmoni of additicn-l mochinery, the Committec

vas savisTied that the nrrangemente mode by the Cocoa CGroup would allow
it to discharge its mandate coffectively.
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V(c) Coffee

31. ~t ite Twenty-Eighth Session, the Commitiesz had noted that,
pursuant to an earlier recommendation by it, the Pirector-Genoral had
consulted member governmesnts on ithe desirobility of holding an od

hoc intergovernmental mecting on coffan. #oplies from governmentis

had indicated that such a mszoeting should be hold; but in view of the
work being undcritaken by tho Specinl Jomaigsion on Coffec of the Intor-
smericen Beonomie nnd Bocial Council, the Committec deeided to post-
pone s deeision on the date, plnce and gendo of such a mecting until
such time as tho restlts of this worl coudd e made knovm.

32. At ifts presont session, the Commiitoe was informed of the
presont status of this work and concluded that ths present stago
would not yst be zppropriscts for the cxllinz of an F..0 zd hoc mocting
which, in prineciple, it hod beon decided to conveno ai an appropricte
datc. Lt the samc time, 1t wos emphasiszed thoi an oventunl T
meeting would not cnly provide = Forwr for wider participotien than .

was the case in the discussions -t present procecdinyg in the Special .‘

~

Commission on Coffece but would 210 sasure Full roprascnintion of

consumcrs' intcrost, 23 well as of thoss of produccrs. The Committac,
thercfore, cgrecd $hat this matter bo kept on its Jgonda until further
notice. In the meantime, the Committos osked the Dircector~Gencral

to continuo the study of thc coffcc problem and to maintain elesc
contact with the work of the Spocicl Commiligion on Joffes.

Dairy Products

33. The Committoc, through iis Pancl on Dairy Products established
at the Twenty-Eighth Scssion, revicwed.~
(i) progrcss on reguests for intomational co-operative ~ctiony
milk .

(ii) sclected 2spects of world deiry developments

(ii1) netivitics of org-nizoations in the catoblishmont of
processing plants:

(iv) the progress on the dairy producis atudy of intcrnationszl
effecets of national policics:

(V) a roquest from the Govornmesnt ¢
3

ol the Netherlands for an
additional itom for considcratie

n by ths Pancly and

(vi) the scopc of end the arr-ngemcnts for thoe Pancl's work.

¢
(i). Progress on Requests for Intcrnational Co-operotive ..ction Py
34. The Chairmen of the Washington CGroup on Dried Skim 3ilk o

reported prozress made ~t Oaleuita and roferrcd to the Sccond Progress
Report proparcd by the Government of Indin and circulated to the

Panel as document JCP/DP/57/5. He 2130 outlined the view of the
Washington Uroup o5 to procedurcs For the consideration of further
requests for intsrnational assistapce.

35. Mr. von Dan (Wothorlands) who was loader of the toam from
cxporting countrics which visitod Pnkisztan in Septembor/Octobcr to
formulate speeific proposals, roported the conclusions of the icom's
report. In reply tc o guesticn ns 0 the posgibility of UNICEF!s
participation in any intcrnational cssistance for deiry devolopmont
in Pakistan, the THICEF roprescntative said thot this was under
consideration. '
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3€. The delcgate from Pakiston omphasized the urgency of the
mztiter end reoquestod that tho next steps in the consideration of the
team's roport should be carricd out as quickly as possible.

37. FWith regord to the rogquests from the Government of India

for consideration of possiblc intornztional co-operative cction in
Bombay and Poona, the Scerctariat staoted thot the necessary evaluation
survey would b&..cayried oubt by Fi0 possibly in conjunction with
UNICEF, esrly in 1958. B

(11 Ssleoted ispects of ¥orld Dairy Developmont

38. The Penel had 2 genertl discussion on five short popors
propared by the Scerstari-t on "Scloeted Lspects of World Dairy
Development" civeulatod ng dncument CCP/DP/5T/4.

(iii) zetivitios of Orgonigzations in the @atoblishment of Milk
Processing Plonts

39, a8 rogussbted by CUP ot its lost Session the Sec:etarjat
hed preprred 2 priliminary poper (document CCP/DP/5T/3) outlining the
<4
[%]

activitics of UNTCEF and the (olombo Plan with special reference to
aconomic nspects. The Panel also hoard o statoment from the UNICER
represcatoiive. :

£0. The Secretarist wns =skoed to prepore additional information
on the activities of other sgeoncics (e.z. International Cooperation

Ldministration ~nd Deiry Soclioly Intornational) active in this fiecld.
Ths Pansl will hen consider tho problem of coordination in the 1lizht
of cxisting machincry.

(iv)International Bffcets of Notionel Policics: Dairy Froducts Study

41. ig roquested by the SCP ot its Twenty-Seventh Session the
Scoeretoriat had propored a drafi documant on "Dairy Policiecs in
Sclected Countries®. The Secretnrict wos asked to classify this
matorial on o comparative bagis nfte.r ony corrections to tho text hod
beon notified by the countrics concerncd.

(v) Netherlands Request for on additional Lirenda Item

42, . is the regquest of the Covernmen® of the Hetherlands the
Dircctor-General had circulated (Jocurent CCP/DP/BT/E) an exchange of
correspondencs regording o revicow of FiO's worl: in the field of
doirying. Tn vicw of the inform-iion zrising cut of the Panel's
discussion of the above itoms, the Netheriands delegate agreed thot no
further aection be doken on this request.

(vi) Scope of, und irrongements for, the Work of the Dairy Panel

43. . Tho sugzostion wns made that in dealinz with production,

trade and prices of dairy products, at fuburc Sessions tha Dairy, Fanecl
should consider specific problems ond not genornl rovicws which could
sppropriately be dealt with by CCP. It wos suzgested that the Pancl
ashould ~ct as a discussion zroup on specific sconomic policy issues. and
that notice should bz given well in ndvence so as to enable adequate
documsniation. It was strosscd that responsibility rests with delegntes
to advise the Secretarist os s.rly os possible the subjects upon which
discussion is dosircd.

44. The LGP wos satisfied %hat 2t its next session there would
bo sufficient material to justify reconvening the Panel.
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V(e). Consultations and Future fAction on Olive 01l

45, The CCF rioted that the draft International Olive 0il Agreement

was still undsr consideration by governuents whose participation was necessary
to bring the zgreemsnt into opsration, and that a decision on the draft might
be expected not later than January 1555.

4F. The Committee wza very pleased to learn from the Delegate for Spain
that his Government had decided to sign the Agreement.

V(f). Aetion Arising from Conference Resolution No. 10/55 on Eztablishment

VI,

vIIT.

of Group on Hard Fibres

A7 . The Committee again considered Resolution No. 10/55 of the Eighth
Session of the FA0 Conference which had requested it o consider the
desirabilivy of setting up-a group on hard fibres. To give effect to this
request of the Conference, the Committee had placed the item on the Agenda
of its Twenty—Ssventh and Twenty-Bigh+th, as well as 1ts present Sessions.
Thare being no indication that the governmenis which originally sponsored
the Resolution now wished to pursue the matser, it was agreed that the item
ehould now be removed from the Agenda unless governments interested in the
coimnodity group should request its consideration. Lt the same time, the
Committee noted that in line with an sarlier request by the Government of the
Philippine Republic the Dirsctor-General had started a fairly comprehensive
study on hard fibres which wss being continued and on which the Committee
was being informed from itime to time.

TWIEPWATIONAL SFFECTS OF WATIONAL POLICIES

47, There was no discussion of the report of the Working Party on
Wational Support Measures.which was considered at the last Session and will
be submittedi to the Confersnce together with the Committee's comments of
the Twenty-Eighth Session.

49 . In accordence with the request meds by the Commiitee at its
Twenty-Seventh Séssion, the Secretariat submitted the draft of a factual
survey of dairy policies in sslected coun“ries. Further action %o be taken
in this matter is reportsd under V(d) (iv) above.

MAJOR DEVELOPHENTS IN INTERGOVERNHENTAL COZEODITY CONSULTATIONS AND
ARRANGEMENTS SINCE MARCH 1557

0. Tre Comuittsc took note of documsan® CCP 57/21 reviewing recent

developments under this heading.

REPORT OF 4D HOC COMMITTER ON THE: ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF FAO

51 The Committee took note of the paper CCP 57/20 prepared by the
Director-Gsneral at the request of the Council of FAO setting out the
manner in which ke functions and procedures of the Committee would be
affected if either of the plans presernted by the Ad Hoo Commitiee on the
Organivational Structure of FAQ were adopted.

52. The Committee stressed the desirability that its present terms of
reference should be maintained.l

53. The Committee attached considerable importance to maintaining

its present powsrs to decide on the periodicity and timing of its sessions
in accordance with the requirements of its work. It had fully in mind
the need for the utmost economy in this matter, and pointed out that in
recent years its usual practice had been to hold only three sessions over
a two—year psriocd.

;/ The Terms of Refercnce of the Committos are given in Apnex I %o
this Roport.
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IX.

X.

54. Whils +the Committes recognized that on mattsrs reguiring
ecxecutive sction by the Council or Conferéncs any recommendations made
in its reports must bs subjezct to the approvel of these bodies, never—
thelsss it wone strongly of the opinien that the present practice of
preparing and issuing to governments its reports and the reports of its
subsidiary bodies in final form should bs rstainsd.

PRAESS RELEASES

55, In the light of past cxperience, the Commnitiee reviewed with the
Divisions concerned the procedures followed by FAO in the preparation and
issuance of presgs reloases.

DATE, PLACE AND AGENDA OF THE THIRTIETH SESSION AND OF SESSIONS OF CCP

COMMODITY GROUPS

X(a). Date and Agenda of Thirtieth Session

56 . The Committee agreed that its next Session should be held during
the second half of June 195G, to last fer about two weeks, and that its
Provisional agenda, subject to further changos arising from Council and
Conference discussions and other new factors should bs as follows 1

PROVISIONAL AGENDA TOR THE THIRTIETH SESSION

I. Election of Choirman and Vice—Chalrman

.II. . Adoptior of Provisional Agenda

IIT. Adoption of Sumiary Record of Twenty-Ninth Session
Iv. Report of the Winth Scssion of the Conference

V. Major Developments im the World igricultural Commodity Situation
since the Ninth Ssssion of the Conference

VI. Reports of CCP Commodity Groups and Rslated Matters
(a) FAO Group on Grains
(1) Consﬁltative Sub-Comnittec on the Ecopomic aspects of Rice
(¢) FiC Group on Coconut and Coconut Products
(d) T4l Cocoa Study Group
{e) Coffee
(f} Dairy Products
(g) Consultations and Future Action on Olive 0il
VIT. Surplus Disposal

(a) Sevenih Report of the Consultative Sub-Committee on Surplus
Disposal

{t) BRsport of the Consultative Sub-Committee on Surplus Disposal
Regzrding Opsration and Adejuacy of FAC Principles of
Surplus Dispeosal

VIII. ¥ational Food Ressrves

F40/57/10/7403



- 10 -

ix. National Support Policies and other National Measures and their
International Effects

X Major Developmentz in Initergovermnmezntal Comuodity Consultations
and Arrangements sincs the Twenty-Ninth Session of the CCP

XI. Date, Place and Agenda of ths Thirty-First Session and of Sessions
of CCP Commodity Croups

XII. Other Business.

Z(b). CCP Commodity Groups

5T .- The Committee noted that the First Session of the FAQO Group on
Coconut and Coconut Producis was going to be helid at FAO Headquarters
during the week beginning 25 Vovember 15657 and that arrangcements werc being
made for the Sccond Sezzion of the fonsultative Sub-Committes on the
Boonemic 4spects of Rice io be neld some time between the middle of January
and the . end of February 1658, at a place still to be determined by the
Director-General, ’

58. The Committec agresd that the Second Session of the FAQ Group on
Grains should be held in Rome and should, if possible, be scheduled for
the two weeks immediately preceding the Thirtieth Session of the CCP.

59. It was noted that considersiion would alsc have to be given by the
Dirgetor-Genoral to the timing of the Third Session of the FAO Cocoa Group
which had been tentatively scheduled for the first half of June dut for
which another date inight possibly be found prefszrable by the Group itself.

AI. CLOSURE OF TWENTY-NINTH SESSION

60. The Coimmittes dsclared its Twenty-¥inth Session adjourned instead of
declaring it closed, in case 1t might be necessary to take sarly action on
comnodity matters arising ocut of the Ninth Session of the Confersnce.

However, in ths sbsence of zny furtkher meeting of this Session beingtﬁﬂlmihYth@
Diroctor-Gencrolprior to the Council's slection of a new membership of the
Jommittee, the Tweniy-Ninth Session will be considered to have been closed

with the expiration of the Committze's present term of membership.

FAO/57/10/7403
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ANFEX T

TERMS JF REFERINCL OF CCP

The Committec's originel toxms oi' refercice woroe set cut by the Fifth
Sesgion of the F.O Conferonce in 194% in o resolution whereby the Conforence
established "o Committce on Commodity Probloms, which will werk under thoe
supcrvision of ond be responsible to the Council of FAO. The Ccuncil shall,
on regucst of the Committec, transmit cny resort of the Committce $o membor
governments and the next reguler scssion of the Cunforence, togethor with
any ccmments the Cuouncil may wish 4o make. This Commitiec will be
cOvisory ond will oddross its sttoniion primarily 4o the food 2nd agri-
cultural surplus commodity situation crising from belanco—of-payments
difficulties™,

These originel terms of refercicc wers conglderably wideoned by the
Special Session of the FAO Conforence in Heovember 1850, when the Conforence
resolved s~

"(a) that o committec on commodity problems shall continue to
operatc cnd shall be regorded as tho instrument of PO to
onalyse ond interpret the internationnl commodity situation
and tw advise the Council on suitable cction

(v) thet its terms of rcference shall ve these laid down by the
Fifth Session of the Conforoncce, save thot the Committoe will
addreoss its aittenticn to commodity probloms falling within the
compotence of TAO to consider, whother arising from balance~of-
payrents difficultics ¢r from 2thor cousos. !

The Sixth Sossion of tho Cunfcoronce adbptod Rosolution Fo. 12, which
statodi~

"The Cenference,

"Consecious of the importarce o the Council that adequete studics
in regnrd o internctional comisodidics should continue to be
mode end thet ndvice on suitable action should continue to be
Ziveon,

"Teking nctc of the work which is being done by the Committce on
Commudity Problems in this ficld,

"Considering thot discussicas in the Committec should take place
betvicon goverament reprcsenitaiives vho are fully informed of the
probleoms which arisc or arc likely teo arisc,

"Drows tho attontiovn ¢f Homber Hotions o tho importonce of this
worlty

"Requests the Couneil 4o imstruct the Committeo to continue and
extoend its work in this field in the light of the views ox=
rressed by the Confercnce and tc¢ remind the Commitice of its
compstence ¢ sct up working groups anl do inviite counvrics
noet reprosented on thoe Committee to porticipate in its
deliberaticas; with full puewers when subjeets on which they
are spceially informed arc undor discussions

"Reguosts lombor NHations perticipeting in tho Committee to
cnsurce that fhelr roprescataitives cwe suitably qualified.™

FAO/57/10/7403



The Seventh Scssicn of the Conforonce (1953) - "Re—oxamined the
verms of reference .f the Committoo on Commodity Problems and found +hot
they wero geoncrally cdeguatec Tor ftho tagks ch the Committoo had been,
or might bo, colled upen io porforo, I3 uoted whot ovents bond confirmod
ihe wisdom of the decision tolken by <k

e Specicl Sescionm of The FAO
Conferonce in Fovember 1950 to wicden +he Commitioc's original tcrms of
refercnce by roaelving that it shoald boe rogardod os the instrumont of FAD
to analysc ond intorpret the intorastioncl coimaedity situction cnd advise
tho Ctuneil on suitable scticn, and thed it should nddress ite ctteontion 4o
commocity problems falling srthin i
arising from balonce-of-payments @i i
sequontly, the Ccnforence decidced o Loep the cxpondod terms of referconce

of the Commitise and invidted it o inverpret thosoe terms of roforcnce in
thoir widest sonsc. 4% the sone time, the Cenforoneco strosscd the current
practicel significence, in the Iight of ccriein developments in the fisld

of commcéity trode ond peliey, of the Committce's original torms of
roference which still formed the nuclous of the prosent widened versilon;
nomely, its assizgnment as on intcorzovernmenial vody for the ccnsideration of
problems of surpluses of ogriculiurcl preducts, end cf methods for dealing
with them. " The Cunforonce also agreed that "soth tho mors acuto chorector
of certain curront oud prospeciive commodity problome nnd the specinlised
nature of some of these quosiiuns mede it @

conditicns carcfully detormined in onch cose, of specicl werking poriies.

uliics or from other couses. Con-

F40/57 /10/7403

N\

¢

e




MEMBERS s

Country
ARGENTEINA

AUSTRALTA

BRAZIL

BURMA

CANADA

A

CEYLON
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ANNEX I1I

LIST OF DELEGATES AND OBSERVERS

fhairmans

J.F. Yriart (Uruguay)

Name and Title

M. A. Ferrando,
Conse jero Econdmico,
Embajada Argentina

W. Hangiavacchi,
Secretaric del Delegado.

P.0. Grogan,

Senior Bconomist,
Department of Trade,
Canberra.

J.M. Clark,

Supervising Research Officer,
Bureau of Agricultural Leonomics,
Canberra.

K. Cock,
Commercial Counsellor,
Australian Legation.

4. de Viana,
Minister for Economic Affairs,
Brazilian Embassy.

Thalkin San We,

Meinber,

3tate Agricultural Marketing Board,
Rengoon.

U Than Maung,

Deputy CGeneral Manager,

Ztate ALgricultural Marketing Board,
Rangoon.

3.C. Hudson,

Agsistant Director,

Agriculfure and Fisheries Branch,
Depariment of Trade and Commerce,
Ottawa.

C. Fo xﬁilsoﬂ’
Commercial Counsellor,
Canadian Embassy,
Copenheageri.

F. Shefrin,

Senicr Economist,
Hconomics Division,
Depariment of agriculture,
Ottawa.

H.Ahedo Hulugalle I
Minister for CSeylon in Italy.

B, Subramnuiam,
Sccretary, Ceylon Legation.



Country

CUBA

DENMARK

FRANCE

GERMANY

INDIL

INDONESIA

JPAN

LIBERTA

NETHERLANDS

man e fan foans
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Name and Title

I. Estefano, :
Conse jero Beonomico de Embajada de Cuba.

V. indersen,
Counsellor, .
Ministry of Agriculture.

C. Valentin Hansen,
Agricultural Atta.hé,
Danish Embassy.

G.H. Janton,

Contrdleur d'Etat,

MMnistere des Affaires Economiques;et Finan-
Paris. ciéres,

aohe Wallon, ‘
Administrateur Civil, =
Hinistére de 1'lgriculiure,

Paris.

¢

W. Weber,

Counsellor,

Hdinistry of Food, ‘griculture and Forestry,
Bonn.

I. Hoffman,
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Forestry,
Bonn.

R.N. Poduval,

Deputy Beonomic and Statistical .dviger,

Ministxy of Food and Agriculiure,

New Delhi. .

¥.T. Gulrajani,
Embasgy of India.

R. Soetijo.
Agriculiural .ltiaché,
Indonesian Embassy.

Oemar jadi Ijotowl jono, .
Commercizl Counsellor,
Indonesian Embassy.

Aa

Kanzo Edahiro,
Pirst Secretary (Agriculture), A
Japanese Embassy.

J.M. Dukuly,
Assistant-Secretary of Agriculture,
lonrovia.

J.5 P, Fronke,

Directoer Gencral of Food,

Hinistry of .griculture, Fisheries and Food,
The Hagus.

B, van Dam,
President,

Dairy Produce Board,
The Hague.




Country

NETHERLLNDS
(cont'd)

NEW ZELLALND

4t

PiKISTAN

SPAIN

THATL.ND

-

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA
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Neme and Title

C. ZEygenraam,
agriculfural lttaché,
Netherlands Embassy.

H. Riem,

International Organizations Div.,
Ministry of .griculture, Fisheries and
The Hague.

D.®. Woodward,
Commercinl Coungellor,
New Zealand Embassy,
Washington, D.C.

W, Erocadbent,

Executive Officer,

Trade Scotion,

Department of Industries and Commercs,
Fellington.

Wagir fhmed,
Lgricultural Littaché,
Pakistan Tmbassy.

F. de Galainena,
Asgregado de Beoonomia Exterior,
Embs jada de Espona.

G. BEscardd, A
Agregade Azrbnomo,
Embajada de Espana.

Iwaang Thavili,
Under—-Secraiary of Economic .Lffairs,
Bangkok.

Bundhit Kantabutra,

Chiefl of thoe Hational Income Division,
¥ational Zconomic Cowncil of Thailand,
Bangkolt.

B. Kulananan,

Chief of Commodities Division,
Ministry of Bconomic Affairs,
Boangkok.

8.J.J. de Swardt,

Undexr SBscroiary,
Depariment of igriculture,
Pretoria.

sae a0 BOC}.',

Manager, .

South African Wheat Board,
Pretoris.

J.J. M. Tromp,
Mansger, Maize Control Board,
Pretoria.

0.F. de V. Booysen,

-Second Secretary,

Scuth African Embassy.

Food,




Country

thutuaieett

UNITID KINGDOM

UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

URUGUAY

CBSERVERS =

Country
AUSTRIA

BELGIUM

BOLIVIA

CHILE

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

BGYPT

/AT /A0 /7401

- 16 —

Hame and Title

3. Compton,

Lssistant Secrotary,

Hinistry of _griculiure, Fisheries and Food,
London.

K.C. Christofas,
First Secrotary,
British fTwbassy.

Richard H. Rebsris,

Deputy lssistant Administrator,
Foreigr .griculiural Sexvice,
Doperitment of ‘zriculiure,
Washington.

T.C.¥M. Zobinson,

sssistant Chief,

Commodi$ies Division,

Office of International Resources,
Department of State,

Washinzton.

Pzul 5. Findlen,
Assistant sgricultural ittachs,
U.3. Embassy.

L. Ingemenn Hizhby,

Commoditics Divigion,

Office of Internatiord Resources,
Department of State,

Washington.

J.F. Yriart,
Minister for Uruzuvay in
Bweden md Finland.

4. Taxrter,
Secretary,
ustrien Legotion.

P, d'Otroppe,
Président, Comité National Belge de ia RO,
Brussels.

E. Cerlini,
Consul for Bolivis in Rome.

¥. Vorzoro,
Ministro Conse jero de la Embajada.y
Representante en Chile ante la FAO

Porfirieo Carias, Dominici,
Secretary,
Bmbassy of the Dominican Republic.

H.F. El Issawi,
Commerciazl Counsellor,
Egyptian Imbassy.

(
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Country

EL SLALVLDOR
FINLAND

GREECE
HOLY BEE

IRELAND

ISRAEL

ITALY
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Weme and Title

J« 0+ Chavesz,
Erncargado de Negocios, a.l.,
Embasgsy of Bl Salvador.

E.J., Korpela,

Director of M.T.K. (Finnish Parmers' Union)

Helsinki.

P. Loverdos,
Délégué Permanent Suppléant.

E. EBonomelli,
Dirscteur des Villas Pontificales.

D. Waldron,

Chargsé d'iffaires a.l.,

Irish Legation.

L. Halevi,

Director,

Food Department,

Ministry of Trade and Industxy.

M. de Pascale,
Divevtore Generals,
ilto Commissaricto dell'llimentazione.

M. Laricsia,
Capo di Divisione,
Adto Commissariacto dell'ilimentazione.

Ao d'Errico,
Capo Sezione,
A2lto Commissariato dell!Alimentazione.

3. Carrarino,.
Direttore di Divisione,
Ministero Industiria e Commercio.

M, Pelo,

Direttore di Divisionc,
Hinistero Industria e Commercio.
¥, Jd¢ 1o Rosay

Direttore di Sezione,

Ministero Industric e Commercio.

A+ Dommarco,
Consiglicore di I Classe,
Minigtero Industiria ¢ Commercio.

G¢. Pitteni,

Capo di Divisione,

Ministere ipricoltura e Foreste,
Direzione Generale della Tutela,Economica
prodotti agricoli.

4. Cancrini,
Capo di Divisione,
Einistero Jgricolture e Foreste,

. Direzione Generzls delle Tutela Bconomica

prodotti agricoli.

G. Marzono,

Capo di Divisione,

Ministero Agricoliura ¢ Foreste,
Direzione Gencrale della Tutela Economica
prodotti agricoli.

del

dei

dei



Country Mame ond Titie
IPALY T, Hanghisd
LY H
(cont'd) Esperto,

Winistero Jgricolture e Foreste,

Direzicne Generalc della Tutela Economica dei
vrodottl agricoli.

Lo Froni,

Bsperto, )

Hiniztero dgricoliura ¢ Foresio,

Diresionc Cencrale della Tutela Economica dei
prodotii agricoli.

ro _oricslturn o Foreste,

Direzione Gencrale della Tuitela Economico deil
prodotti nzricoli.

V. de _sarias,

Sesretario,

Comitato Nazionale Italianoc,della F.O.

4. Terone,
Comitoto Nazionale Italiono della FPAO.

MEXTICO . Garsza Ramos,
Conse jero de Embajads de Moxico.

NICARAGUA ¥, d'Escoio,
ambassador in Tialy.

HORWLY 0. Anzell,
Commereial Counsellor,
Norweglan Dmbzssy.

PORTUG..L P, Lopes Vicira,
Chargé dtaffaires,
Poriuzese Imbossy.

SWEDRER ®. Virgin,
Counsellor,
Swodish Embossy.

SWITZERL.NMD A. Schir, ,

Swiso ¥ationel PLO Committos.

. Borel,
Ancion Sous~Directeur de 1'Union Suisse des
Poysoans.

H. Hassy,
Union Ceniralc des Productieurs
Suisses d¢ Lalt.

TUNISLA B. Ben jima,
Chef du Cebinci du Scerétariat,d'Etat,
t 1t Industrie.

Ministére du Commerce ot de

TURKEY N. Alpun, _
Adetto Commerciale,
Turkish Emboasy.

YUGOSLAVIL Al Plowevie,
Socrotary.
Yuzoslav Embassy.
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Organization

EURCPEAN CONFEDERATION
OF AGRICULTURE

INTERNATIONAL BANK
FOR RECCNSTRUCTICN AND
DEVELOPMENT

INTERNATIONAL DAIRY
FEDERATION

INTERNATIONAL
FEDERLTION OF
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS

INTERNATIONAL
FEDERATION OF OLIVE
GROWERS

INTERNATIONAL WHEALT
COUNCIL

THNTERNATIONAL WOOL
TEXTILE ORCGANIZATION

CRCANIZATION FOR
EUROPEAN ECCIOMIC
COOPTRATION
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Hame and Title

M., Colloud,
Sceretary-General.

Jan Willems,
Economisgt.

A.M. Guérault,
1lst. Vice-President.

R. Savary,
Seceretary General.

0.3. Osmond,
Commodity Officer.

R. Miller,
Commodity Offiecer.
J. Ben Cherifa,

President.

F. Montanari,

Vice~Président Permansnt & Rome.

R. They,

Délégui aux sffaircs Internationales.

F. Shesd indorson,
Chairman.

R. Jhorson,
fssigtant to Chairman.

R. Dodi.

i. Dehceger.



