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The Land Cover Atlas of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
was initially prepared in the framework of the FAO Go-
vernment Cooperative Programme under the auspices of
the project on “Strengthening Agricultural Economics,
Market Information and Statistics Services”. The project
was formulated upon the request from the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and funded by the Eu-
ropean Commission. The Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAQO) provided technical assistance as
the executing agency in close cooperation with all parties.

The programme aims at strengthening the human, physical
and institutional capacity for analyzing, designing, monitoring
and evaluating food security policies and programmes. Its
overall aim is to build sustainable food security in the country.
The availability of up-to-date and reliable land cover database
is identified as one of the main requirements for this pro-
gramme as this information has multiple uses and benefits
including strengthening the national capacity to undertake
consistent land cover assessments using standards, cutting
edge technology and tools.

The main applications of the updated land cover database
include:

= Support for improving food security through the esta-
blishment of new institutional and operational fra-
meworks for agricultural assessment and monitoring.
= Strengthen government capacity in livelihoods and

food security policy analysis and programming.
Agriculture and Rural Development planning.
Contribute to Agricultural Economics, Market Informa-
tion and Statistics Services.

Crop and livestock market information systems.
Crop and livestock monitoring and forecasting systems.
Natural resources monitoring systems.

Nutrition information systems.

FAO has been working closely with the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan partners to:

= Build appropriate food security institutions.

" Assist the national institutes in formulation, design,
implementation and monitoring of agriculture and rural
development strategic plans.

= Collect, analyze and disseminate information on crop
and livestock market prices, crop production and ran-
geland, nutrition, land cover, weather and its effects on
crops.

®  Promote capacity building activities contributing to
food security by supporting the strengthening of policy
and planning initiatives.

FAO, Land and Water Division (NRL] has recently completed
a new land cover of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
with the enrichment of the original 2010 database through
the integral use of high resolution aerial photography sup-
ported under the auspicises of FAO's Technical Cooperation
Programme. TCP/AFG/3501.



The updated land cover information is avai-
lable in standardized user-friendly digital
format, ready to be integrated with other
relevant geospatial data, such as political
(administrative regions and their rural de-
velopment priorities, security zoning inclu-
ding location of minefields), demographic
(including resettlement plans for returning
refugees), agronomic (including historical
information on horticulture plantations and
pastures), socio-economic (including poverty
maps), topographic, pedologic, hydrologic,
climatic, and natural disasters areas (inclu-
ding flood zones, areas affected by agricul-
tural drought and pest infestations).

The land cover information will be used as
a decision support product to assist numerous
government institutions.

The ultimate beneficiaries are
the Afghan people which suf-
fers from significant food in-
security. They will benefit
from better targeted program-
mes and policies to rehabilitate and further
develop the agricultural sector, and hence
reduce poverty and vulnerability to food in-
security. Through the provision of better in-
formation, short-term emergency assistance
needs, and also longer term rehabilitation
and development needs, will be fulfilled more
efficiently and effectively, ultimately reducing
food insecurity and vulnerability, and poverty.

The immediate benefits are the provision of
improved, timely and reliable information for
decision making in the Ministry of Agriculture,
Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL], Central Sta-
tistics Organization, Ministry of Rural Re-
habilitation and Development.
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LAND COVER LEGEND
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asin can be defined as the extent of land from which surface water originating from precipitation, channelled in rivers and streams, drains down stre
/RM division, Afghanistan is covered by 5 hydrological river basins, comprising 34 watersheds.
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am in a single point towards another waterbody such as river, lake, sea or ocean or wetland.
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