
SO
U

R
C

E
: STAT

U
S O

F T
H

E
 W

O
R

LD
’S SO

IL R
E

SO
U

R
C

E
S - M

A
IN

 R
E

P
O

R
T

Soil salinization
and sodification

Increase in water-soluble salts in soil, 
including potassium, magnesium, 
calcium, chlorine, sulphate, carbonate, 
bicarbonate (salinization) or high 
sodium content (sodification).
It negatively affects plant growth,
reduces crop yields and can make
soils unproductive.

USD 441/ha
is the estimated

annual cost
of salt-induced

land degradation
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THE SOIL SALINITY THREAT CAN BE CONTAINED
BY DIRECT LEACHING OF SALTS, PLANTING SALT 
TOLERANT VARIETIES, PHYTOREMEDIATION, CHEMICAL 
AMELIORATION AND/OR USE OF ORGANIC AMENDMENTS
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SOIL THREATSSoil salinization and sodification

LAC
Latin America

and the Caribbean

NA
North
America

SSA
sub-Saharan Africa

NENA
Near East and

North Africa

E Europe and Eurasia
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Southwest

Pacific

A
Asia
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