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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 

 
This is the final version of the report as approved by the twenty-sixth session of the 
Committee on Fisheries held in Rome from 7 to 11 March 2005. 
 
FAO. 
Report of the twenty-sixth session of the Committee on Fisheries. Rome, 7–11 March 2005. 
FAO Fisheries Report. No. 780. Rome, FAO. 2005. 88p. 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
The twenty-sixth Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) was held in Rome, Italy, 
from 7 to 11 March 2005. The Committee reviewed the issues of an international character 
and the programme of work of the FAO Fisheries Department in fisheries and aquaculture. 
The Committee commended FAO on its report on the implementation of the Code of Conduct 
for Responsible Fisheries and its associated instruments and called for a “decade of 
implementation” of the various instruments developed to ensure responsible fisheries. The 
Committee called upon Members to accept, ratify or accede to, as appropriate, these 
instruments. The Committee encouraged FAO to elaborate additional guidelines in support of 
the Code, including one for the implementation of the International Plan of Action for the 
Management of Fishing Capacity. The need to initiate international negotiations on the 
monitoring of fishing vessels within the framework of the Code of Conduct concerning its 
implementation was underlined. The Committee welcomed the revised Code and Voluntary 
Guidelines for the Design, Construction and Equipment of Small Fishing Vessels that had 
been prepared by FAO, the International Labour Organization and the International Maritime 
Organization. The Committee expressed concern at the proliferation of international fora 
addressing fisheries matters, some of which lacked sound technical and scientific bases for 
discussion. The FAO’s medium- to long-term rehabilitation strategy for the fisheries and 
aquaculture sector in countries affected by the Tsunami was endorsed. Guidelines on 
ecolabelling of fish and fishery products were adopted. The Committee agreed to give greater 
attention to small-scale fisheries and to allocate more resources in their support. The 
Committee expressed its appreciation to FAO and donor countries for giving greater attention 
to small-scale fisheries and for allocating more resources in their support. It welcomed the 
advance version of the Code of Conduct Guidelines on Enhancing the Contribution of Small-
Scale Fisheries to Poverty Alleviation and Food Security. The Committee stressed that COFI 
and FAO should continue to provide leadership and maintain an assertive role in fisheries. 
The Committee commended FAO for the improvements made in the presentation of the 
Medium Term Plan and Preliminary Programme of Work Proposals for 2006–2007. The 
Committee underlined that additional allotments should be made to the Major Programme 2.3 
“Fisheries”. 
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MATTERS REQUIRING THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL 

 
FOR DECISION/INFORMATION 
 
The Committee:  
 

Progress Report on the Implementation of the Code of Conduct  
for Responsible Fisheries and related International Plan of Actions  

(Capacity, IUU Fishing, Seabirds and Sharks) and Strategy for improving  
information on Status and Trends of captures fisheries 

 
i) Commended FAO on its fourth report on the implementation of the Code of Conduct 

for Responsible Fisheries and its associated instruments (the Code) and for the 
Organization’s work in facilitating its implementation.  

(para. 12) 
 
ii) Noted that the Code provided the basic framework for the promotion of sustainable 

fisheries and aquaculture.  
(para. 12) 

 
iii) Stressed that continued efforts were imperative to further promote the Code’s 

implementation.  
(para. 12) 

 
iv) Encouraged FAO to elaborate additional guidelines in support of the Code, including 

one for the implementation of the International Plan of Action for the Management of 
Fishing Capacity. 

(para. 12) 
 
v) Agreed that from now on there should be a stronger focus on implementing the 

instruments concluded since UNCED rather than seeking to conclude new instruments. 
(para. 13) 

 
vi) Called upon Members to accept, ratify or accede, as appropriate, to these instruments 

since, together with the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, they 
provided the foundation for the long-term sustainable management of fisheries. 

(para. 13) 
 
vii) Stressed that international cooperation was essential if sustainable fisheries and 

aquaculture were to be achieved.  
(para. 13) 

 
viii) Urged States acting through regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) to 

ensure that they took further steps to implement the relevant provisions of the post-
UNCED fisheries instruments. 

(para. 13) 
 



 x

ix) Encouraged Members and RFMOs to consider introducing and implementing the 
ecosystem approach to fisheries overcoming the obstacles that it might present in 
practice. 

(para. 14) 
 
x) Was appraised of measures being taken by Members to implement the IPOAs and the 

Strategy-STF. 
(para. 15) 

 
xi) Agreed that FAO should convene a workshop to promote the further implementation 

of the IPOA-sharks and workshops to encourage regional and national plans of action. 
(para. 15) 

 
xii) Noted that there was a need for urgent action in some areas where certain albatross 

species were facing extinction and where significant interaction between those species 
and fisheries occurred. 

(para. 16) 
 

xiii) Repeated its request that flag States in fulfilling their responsibilities notify coastal 
States, as appropriate, and effectively control their vessels to ensure that they did not 
engage in IUU fishing or related activities. 

(para. 18) 
 
xiv) Recognized the importance of initiating work on the “genuine link” and requested 

FAO to participate in interagency activities towards this end. 
(para. 18) 

 
xv) Endorsed the report of the 2003 FAO Expert Consultation on Fishing Vessels 

Operating under Open Registries and their Impact on Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing. 

(para. 20)  
 
xvi) Urged that Members operating open registries implement the Consultation’s 

recommendations as a matter of priority. 
(para. 20)  

xvii) Encouraged States acting through RFMOs to examine their mandates and to make 
changes, as appropriate, to ensure that new entrants including developing countries 
could be accommodated in a fair, equitable and transparent manner. 

(para. 21)  
 

xviii) Urged interested Members to consider participating in the work of the International 
MCS Network in galvanizing action against IUU fishing. 

(para. 22) 
 
xix) Expressed satisfaction with the outcome of the 2004 FAO Technical Consultation to 

Review Progress and Promote the Full Implementation of the International Plan of 
Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 
and the International Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity. 

(para. 23)  
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xx) Endorsed the report of the 2004 FAO Technical Consultation to Review Progress and 

Promote the Full Implementation of the International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter 
and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing and the International Plan 
of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity as well as its main 
recommendations and suggestions. 

(para. 23) 
 
xxi) Agreed that  subsidies that supported the expansion of fleets which, when conducted 

in an unsustainable manner, contributed to stock degradation, fleet overcapacity and 
IUU fishing, should be phased out. 

(para. 24)  
 
xxii) Endorsed the report of the Technical Consultation on the Use of Subsidies in the 

Fisheries Sector and expressed support for the short- and long-term programme of 
work that was presented by the Secretariat that could include work on the role of 
subsidies in small-scale and artisanal fisheries in relation to other policy instruments. 

(para. 24) 
 
xxiii) Acknowledged that there was a need to strengthen port State measures as a means of 

combating IUU fishing in a more substantive manner given that the lack of agreed, 
binding measures provided a loophole. 

(para. 25) 
 

xxiv) Agreed that follow-up work on the 2004 FAO Technical Consultation to Review Port 
State Measures to Combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing should be 
undertaken, especially with respect to operationalizing the model scheme agreed at the 
Consultation. 

(para. 25)  
 
xxv) Acknowledged the contribution being made to the implementation of the Code by the 

FishCode Programme. 
(para. 27) 

 
xxvi) Encouraged Members that could do so to make voluntary contributions to the 

Programme as a means of strengthening and deepening its assistance. 
(para. 27) 

 
xxvii) Expressed strong support for a proposal by Japan that, with FAO technical 

cooperation, Japan and possibly other sponsors convene a joint meeting of the 
Secretariats of the tuna RFMOs and their members.  

(para. 28)  
 

xxviii) Agreed that the meeting, with financial support from Japan, should be held in January 
or February 2007 at a location to be identified in Japan. 

(para. 28) 
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xxix) Welcomed the revised Code and Voluntary Guidelines for the Design, Construction 

and Equipment of Small Fishing Vessels that had been prepared by FAO, the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) and the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) and recommended the early publication by IMO of these documents. 

(para. 30)  
 
xxx) Expressed support for the establishment of a database for port State measures within 

FAO and in consultation with Members.  
(para. 31)  

 
xxxi) Recommended that FAO should seek funding for the establishment of a database for 

port State measures and operation from extrabudgetary sources.  
(para. 31) 

 
xxxii) Expressed concern at the proliferation of international fora addressing fisheries 

matters, some of which lacked a sound technical and scientific bases for discussion.  
(para. 33)  

 
xxxiii) Stressed that COFI and FAO should continue to provide leadership and maintain an 

assertive role in fisheries, broadening its approach to fisheries and associated issues, as 
required, while at the same time not losing sight of its core mandate in terms of 
promoting responsible fisheries, in order to provide food and sustain human welfare.  

(para. 33) 
 
xxxiv) Urged FAO to continue to provide technical input to international fora where fisheries 

and related matters are discussed in order to contribute to their discussion and 
outcomes. 

(para. 33)  
 

Assistance to the fishing communities affected by the Tsunami in the Indian Ocean  
and measures to rehabilitate and reactivate the fisheries and aquaculture sectors  

in the countries concerned 
 
i) Expressed its sincere condolences to the countries and the families of the victims in 

the disaster. 
(para. 34)  

 
ii) Commended the international community and FAO for their swift response to the 

disaster and thanked FAO for including this topic on the COFI and Ministerial 
Meeting agendas. 

(para. 34)  
 
iii) Endorsed FAO’s medium- to long-term rehabilitation strategy for the fisheries and 

aquaculture sector in affected countries. 
(para. 37)  

 
iv) Pointed out that FAO should continue to closely collaborate with other UN agencies 

and IFIs in providing assistance to affected countries. 
(para. 37) 
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v) Was advised by countries directly affected by the tsunami of the magnitude of the 

damage in their countries, with special emphasis on the damage suffered by the 
fisheries and aquaculture sector. 

(para. 38)  
 
vi) Expressed its support for FAO’s strategy for rehabilitation and reconstruction of 

livelihoods in the fisheries and aquaculture sector. Many Members offered their 
support in implementing the strategy through financing or the provision of expertise or 
other action according to the wish of affected countries. 

(para. 39)  
 
vii) Welcomed the initiative of the Consortium to Restore Shattered Livelihood 

Communities in Tsunami-Devastated Nations (CONSRN) that was formed to facilitate 
the coordination of regional fisheries and aquaculture bodies and research institutions 
in the region. 

(para. 39) 
 
viii) Highlighted the need for FAO to play a key role in collaboration with others in 

assisting the governments of affected countries, including through the coordination of 
fisheries rehabilitation activities and the provision of technical assistance, stressing the 
importance of placing advisors in affected countries. 

(para. 40)  
 
ix) Recognized the increased workload and the disproportionate burden imposed on the 

Fisheries Department as a result of its work to initiate a rapid response and implement 
its programme for rehabilitation. 

(para. 42)  
 
x) Recognized the need for extrabudgetary funding for a coordination and technical 

assistance unit to be based at FAO headquarters and in the Regional Office for Asia 
and the Pacific.  

(para. 42) 
 
xi) Was informed that a mid-term review of the UN Flash Appeal funding arrangement 

would be undertaken in the near future. 
(para. 43)  

 
Decisions and Recommendations of the Ninth Session of the COFI  

Sub-Committee on Fish Trade (Bremen , Germany, 10–14 February 2004)  
including recent Developments with regard to Ecolabelling and CITES 

 
i) Endorsed the report of the Ninth Session of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade and 

expressed its satisfaction with the work of the Sub-Committee. 
(para. 45) 

 
ii) Expressed support for FAO to continue its work on the harmonization of catch 

documentation. 
(para. 46)  



 xiv

 
iii) Noted that ICCAT was in the process of reviewing its documentation scheme and that 

a meeting of the tuna RFMOs was planned in 2007 that would also review the issue of 
documentation schemes. 

(para. 46)  
 
iv) Noted the capacity constraints being faced by developing countries, in particular with 

regard to their participation in international meetings dealing with trade-related 
matters such as the WTO Agreements on the Application of Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Measures and on Technical Barriers to Trade, as well as Codex 
Alimentarius meetings.  

(para. 47)  
 
v) Emphasized that sustainable trade was dependent on sustainable fisheries 

management practices being in place. 
(para. 48) 

 
vi) Requested FAO to continue monitoring developments in food safety including 

residues of antibiotics in aquaculture products, the presence of dioxins and 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in fish and the relationship between fishmeal and 
Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy. 

(para. 49)  
 
vii) Endorsed the conclusion reached by the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade that there is 

no epidemiological evidence of BSE being transmitted to ruminants or other animals 
by fishmeal. 

(para. 50) 
 
viii) Welcomed the hosting by Spain and Germany of the Tenth and Eleventh Sessions, 

respectively, of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade. 
(para. 52)  

 
ix) Agreed to explore the possibility of holding future sessions of the Sub-Committee in 

developing countries. 
(para. 52) 

 
x) Noted with pleasure the high level of cooperation between FAO and the Convention 

on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. 
(para. 54)  

 
xi) Noted that CITES revised listing criteria, adopted at the 2004 Conference of the 

Parties 13 (CoP 13), took into account the key recommendations from FAO for the 
application of commercially exploited species. 

(para. 54)  
 
xii) Appreciated the effort of the Secretariat which had led to the compromise text. Some 

Members, however, stated the view that the only approved FAO text for the 
FAO/CITES MoU was the text that was agreed during the Ninth Session of the Sub-
Committee on Fish Trade and that this was the text that should be referred to CITES. 

(para. 58)  
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xiii) Agreed that, pending feedback from CITES on the FAO/CITES MoU, the matter 

should be reconsidered at the Tenth Session of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade 
where an MoU can be potentially agreed to. 

(para. 61) 
 

xiv) Agreed on the importance of ensuring that there was consistency in the positions of 
Members at meetings of FAO and CITES on the issue of a MoU. 

(para. 62) 
 
xv) Took note that the Technical Consultation on International Guidelines for the 

Ecolabelling of Fish and Fishery Products from Marine Capture Fisheries met in 2004 
and 2005. 

(para. 64) 
 
xvi) Noted the special circumstances, conditions and concerns applying to developing 

countries and countries in transition that required time, financial and technical 
assistance to develop and maintain appropriate fisheries management arrangements in 
order to participate in, and benefit from, voluntary ecolabelling schemes. 

(para. 66) 
 

xvii) Agreed that direct support towards the often high cost of accreditation and 
certification would also be necessary. 

(para. 66) 
 
xviii) Adopted the guidelines on ecolabelling of fish and fishery products.  

(para. 67)  
 
In doing so, COFI: 
 

(a) noted that the part of the guidelines addressing procedural and institutional 
aspects no longer comprise provisions on an independent panel as an ultimate 
appellate body as these were not consistent with the Constitution and practice of 
FAO (para. 67(a)).  

 
(b) noted that these guidelines would apply equally to certification of fisheries in 

ecolabelling schemes, where fishery products coming from such certified 
fisheries do not carry an ecolabel because the party concerned decides not to use 
an ecolabel (para. 67(b)). 

 
(c) recommended that FAO should review and further develop general criteria in 

relation to “stock under consideration” and to serious impacts of the fishery on 
the ecosystem (para. 67(c)). 

 
(d) noted the Republic of Korea’s view that paragraph 30 should refer clearly to 

Article 7.6.3 of the Code of Conduct regarding fishing capacity rather than 
reference to the broader measures described in Article 7.6 (para. 67(d)).  
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(e) noted China’s reservation because it considered that the relevant criteria in the 

guidelines were not clear and would need work to improve them (para. 67(e)).  
 
(f) noted Mauritania’s reservation that (i) the International Guidelines should be 

reviewed by the Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) of the World 
Trade Organization and its comments taken into account, and (ii) a transitional 
period of two years was required before the implementation of these Guidelines 
(para. 67(f)). 

 
(g) recommended linguistic review by FAO of the text of the guidelines in the 

official languages of FAO, particularly those other than English, in order to 
ensure consistency between texts (para. 67(g)).  

 
(h) recommended that international guidelines also be prepared by FAO on the 

ecolabelling of fish and fishery products from inland fisheries (para. 67(h)). 
 
(i) requested that FAO report to its Twenth-seventh Session in 2007 on its work to 

further improve the guidelines (para. 67(i)).  
 

Decisions and Recommendations of the Second Session of the COFI Sub-Committee  
on Aquaculture (Trondheim, Norway, 7–11 August 2003) 

 
i) Endorsed the report of the Sub-Committee and thanked the Government of Norway 

for hosting and supporting the Session. 
(para. 68) 

 
ii) Appreciated the excellent work of the Sub-Committee and the Secretariat. 

(para. 68) 
 
iii) Recognized the importance of aquaculture including culture-based fisheries as a 

means of increasing fish production, of generating income and as a means of reducing 
pressure on wild fish resources. 

(para. 69)  
 
iv) Thanked the Government of Japan for establishing a trust fund to provide assistance 

for the sustainable development of aquaculture. 
(para. 70) 

 
v) Stressed the importance of working with the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the 

Sub-Committee on Fish Trade on issues pertaining to food safety and quality, markets 
and better reporting on status and trends. 

(para. 73)  
 
vi) Noted the importance of aquaculture development in Africa including its integration 

into irrigation systems and several Members pointed out the need for technical and 
financial assistance. 

(para. 74) 
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vii) Thanked India for offering to host the Third Session of the Sub-Committee on 

Aquaculture in 2006. 
(para. 75) 

 
Enabling Responsible Small-scale Fisheries,  

through the creation of a Supportive Environment 
 
i) Commended the Secretariat for the document and acknowledged that it provided 

valuable guidance on the strategies and measures required for the creation of an 
enabling environment for small-scale fisheries. 

(para. 76) 
 
ii) Observed that inland fisheries needed to be accorded greater attention and that it was 

proposed that more specific policy interventions in support of these fisheries should be 
identified in some areas while giving due account to possible tradeoffs in other areas. 

(para. 76) 
 
iii) Noted a range of issues that should be addressed in order for small-scale fisheries to 

make a greater contribution to rural development, sustainable livelihoods, poverty 
alleviation and food security. 

(para. 77) 
 
iv) Recognized the special importance of small-scale fisheries, especially to small island 

developing States, and the positive experiences of countries in support of this sector. 
(para. 78)  

 
v) Expressed its appreciation to FAO and donor countries for giving greater attention to 

small-scale fisheries and for allocating more resources in their support. It welcomed 
the advance version of the Code of Conduct Guidelines on Enhancing the Contribution 
of Small-Scale Fisheries to Poverty Alleviation and Food Security. 

(para. 79)  
 
vi) Noted the importance of some of the measures in the Guidelines including the better 

integration of small-scale fisheries into national development and poverty reduction 
strategies and their empowerment through the strengthening of fishworkers 
organizations, communication and capacity-building. 

(para. 79) 
 

Deep-sea fisheries 
 
i) Noted the challenges that the management of deepwater demersal fisheries posed, 

both on the high seas and when they occurred in exclusive economic zones (EEZs), as 
a consequence of the vulnerable biological characteristics of deepwater demersal 
fishes, and which were compounded by concerns about the conservation of 
biodiversity in deep-sea habitats.  

(para. 83) 
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ii) Welcomed the realization of DEEP SEA 2003, which had been convened by the New 

Zealand and Australian Governments in association with FAO, and its positive and 
successful outcome. 

(para. 84)  
 
iii) Noted subsequent discussions to call attention to the problems associated with 

deepwater demersal fisheries, particularly those held in the UN General Assembly. 
(para. 84) 

 
iv) Requested FAO to provide the UNGA with appropriate information and technical 

advice on these fisheries and, in general, to provide leadership in this field and 
actively participate in the relevant international fora. 

(para. 84)  
 
v) Took note of concerns about the deficiencies in the existing legal and institutional 

framework for deepsea fisheries. 
(para. 86) 

 
vi) Urged Members to fully apply the Code of Conduct and its four related IPOAs to all 

deepsea fishing by vessels flying their flags including fishing for stocks that are not 
regulated by an RFMO. 

(para. 87)  
 
vii) Urged Members, by fulfilling their flag State responsibilities, to ensure their vessels 

were regulated effectively and operated in a manner consistent with the ecosystem 
approach to fisheries, in particular by ensuring that fishing vessels flying their flags 
reported fully data regarding their fishing activities. 

(para. 87) 
 
viii) Requested Members and RFMOs, as appropriate, to submit information on deepsea 

fish catches by species and size composition and fishing effort, noting that reporting 
would need to be on a relatively fine spatial scale to address the association of fishing 
activities with vulnerable marine ecosystems, as well as information on any 
conservation and management measure that may be in place for such fisheries. 

(para. 88) 
 
ix) Endorsed the proposed future FAO activities on deep seas fisheries issues. 

(para. 89) 
 
x) Called for the allocation of adequate resources to relevant programme activities of the 

Organization and its Fisheries Department.   
(para. 89) 

 
xi) Called upon Members directly and through RFMOs, as appropriate, to implement as a 

matter of priority paragraphs 66 to 71 of UNGA Resolution 59/25. 
(para. 90) 
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xii) Requested FAO to cooperate with the Secretary-General of the United Nations in the 

development of the report as called for in paragraph 70 of UNGA Resolution 59/25. 
(para. 90) 

 
xiii) Called upon Members conducting deepsea fisheries on the high seas individually and 

in cooperation with others to address adverse impacts on vulnerable marine 
ecosystems and to sustainably manage the fishery resources being harvested including 
through controls or limitations on new and exploratory fisheries. 

(para. 91)  
 
xiv) Requested FAO when revising the FAO Technical Guidelines on Ecosystem-based 

Fisheries Management to consider appropriate measures regulating destructive fishing 
practices. 

(para. 92) 
 
xv) Noted that the Review Conference for the 1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement scheduled 

for 2006 may be an appropriate forum for exploring international conservation and 
management options for discrete high seas fish stocks. 

(para. 93)  
 
xvi) Noted that the “Governance of High Seas Fisheries and the UN Fish Stocks 

Agreement - Moving from Words to Action” Conference, scheduled for May 2005 in 
Canada, could also inform discussions on the conservation and management of deep-
sea fisheries. 

(para. 94) 
 

xvii) Encouraged the meeting of regional fisheries bodies (RFBs) that will immediately 
follow the Twenty-sixth Session of COFI to consider the issue of deepsea fisheries 
conservation and management. 

(para. 95)  
 

Sea Turtles Conservation and Fisheries 
 
i) Was invited to express its opinion with respect to the recommendations of the 2004 

FAO Technical Consultation on Sea Turtles Conservation and Fisheries and to provide 
guidance for the direction and scope of future work. 

(para. 97) 
 
ii) Endorsed the report and the recommendations of the 2004 FAO Technical 

Consultation on Sea Turtles Conservation and Fisheries. 
(para. 98) 

 
iii) Called for the immediate implementation by Members and RFMOs of the Guidelines 

to Reduce Sea Turtle Mortality in Fishing Operations. 
(para. 98) 

 
iv) Acknowledged that these guidelines were voluntary and they were not intended to 

affect trade. 
(para. 98) 
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v) Agreed that FAO should proceed with the development of Technical Guidelines under 

the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries as agreed by the Technical 
Consultation. 

(para. 98) 
 
vi) Recognized the need for further biological studies including sea turtle tagging. 

(para. 99) 
 
vii) Stressed the need to share information and experiences in implementing mitigation 

measures. 
(para. 99)  

 
viii) Emphasized the need for technical and financial assistance to address sea turtle 

mortality due to fisheries and to implement the recommendations of the Technical 
Consultation. 

(para. 99) 
 

Marine Protected Areas and Fisheries 
 
i) Agreed that the use of MPAs as a fisheries management tool should be scientifically-

based and backed by effective monitoring and enforcement and an appropriate legal 
framework. 

(para. 101) 
 
ii) Agreed that MPAs were one of a number of management tools and that they would be 

effective in combination with other appropriate measures such as capacity control. 
(para. 101) 

 
iii) Noted that RFMOs would need to develop means of interacting with other relevant 

IGOs, in particular in the environmental field, including the CBD, and other 
organizations such as IMO, when there was a need to exclude non-fishery human 
activities within an MPA on the high seas. 

(para. 102) 
 
iv) Recommended that FAO develop technical guidelines on the design, implementation 

and testing of MPAs, even though one Member stated that it did not support this work 
and considered it inappropriate. 

(para. 103) 
 
v) Drew attention to the need to liaise with and benefit from the experiences of a number 

of countries, IGOs and NGOs in the preparation of guidelines. 
(para. 103) 

 
vi) Agreed that FAO should assist its Members in achieving the relevant WSSD goals by 

2012, in particular the establishment of representative networks of MPAs. 
(para. 103) 



 xxi

 
vii) Stressed that FAO should collaborate with other IGOs working on the topic, in 

particular CBD and UNGA. 
(para. 103) 

 
Review of Major Programme 2.3 “Fisheries”  

Planned Activites over the Period 2006–2011, as regards Major Programme 2.3 
“Fisheries” and Preliminary Information on Programme of Work and Budget Proposals 

for 2006–2007 
 
i) Commended FAO for the improvements made in the presentation of the Medium 

Term Plan and Preliminary Programme of Work Proposals for 2006–2007. 
(para. 105)  

 
ii) Appreciated efforts made by FAO to accommodate most priority areas into the 

Programme of Work and Budget for 2006–2007. 
(para. 106) 

 
iii) Acknowledged that the Programme of Work and Budget of the Organization would 

be discussed at subsequent sessions of the Governing Bodies. FAO was encouraged to 
continue its efforts to be efficient, effective and accountable. 

(para. 107) 
 
iv) Noted that all activities of the Fisheries Department were too important not to be 

undertaken. 
(para. 108) 

 
Any other matters 

 
i) Agreed that it could extend an invitation to RFMO members and other interested 

parties encouraging them to participate in the development of parameters for the 
assessment of the performances of RFMO, possibly through an urgent expert 
consultation followed by a technical consultation. 

(para. 112)  



 



 1

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Committee on Fisheries (COFI) held its Twenty-sixth Session in Rome from  
7 to 11 March 2005. 
 
2. The Session was attended by 117 Members of the Committee, by observers from three 
other FAO Member Nations, the Holy See, and one non-Member Nations of FAO, by 
representatives from six specialized agencies of the United Nations and by observers from 51 
intergovernmental (IGOs) and international non-governmental organizations (NGOs).  
 
3. A list of delegates and observers is attached as Appendix B. 
 
4. The Session was called to order by the outgoing Chairperson Mr Jerónimo Ramos 
Saenz Pardo (Mexico). He recalled the outcome of the last session and stated that the Twenty-
sixth Session of COFI was a special meeting to celebrate a decade of implementation of the 
FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries that was adopted in 1995. 
 
ELECTION OF THE CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSONS AND 
DESIGNATION OF THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE 
 
5. Mr Glenn Hurry (Australia) was unanimously elected Chairperson of the Committee 
and Mr Kapila Perera (Sri Lanka) was elected First Vice-Chairperson. 
 
6. Cameroon, Canada, Chile, Iceland and Libya were elected as the other Vice-
Chairpersons. 
 
7. The Committee elected Mr Johann Augustyn (South Africa) as Chairperson of the 
Drafting Committee with the following membership: Australia, Canada, China, Japan, Kuwait, 
Malaysia, Mauritania, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Oman, Peru and United 
States of America. 
 
OPENING OF THE SESSION 
 
8. The Session was addressed by Mr David A. Harcharik, FAO Deputy Director-General, 
who invited the Committee to observe a minute of silence in memory of the many victims of 
the tsunami of 26 December 2004. He then commented briefly on the other agenda items 
before the Committee. The full text of his statement is attached as Appendix D. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION 
 
9. The Committee noted the Declaration of Competence and Voting Rights presented by 
the European Community. 
 
10. The Committee adopted the Agenda and Timetable for the Session. The Agenda is 
given in Appendix A to this Report. One Member commented that the agenda should be 
developed in a more transparent manner, without prejudice to the FAO Basic Texts, and 
requested that the Secretariat do so for the next Session of the Committee. The list of 
documents placed before the Committee is shown in Appendix C. 
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PROGRESS REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CODE OF 
CONDUCT FOR RESPONSIBLE FISHERIES AND RELATED INTERNATIONAL 
PLANS OF ACTION (CAPACITY, IUU FISHING, SEABIRDS AND SHARKS) AND 
THE STRATEGY FOR IMPROVING INFORMATION ON STATUS AND TRENDS 
OF CAPTURE FISHERIES 
 
11. The Secretariat introduced documents COFI/2005/2, Inf. 8, 9, 9/Add.1 and 10. It also 
referred to a “made available” document that provided a statistical analysis of responses by 
FAO Members to the 2004 questionnaire on the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. 
 
12. The Committee commended FAO on its fourth report on the implementation of the 
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and its associated instruments (the Code) and for 
the Organization’s work in facilitating its implementation. The Committee also noted that the 
Code provided the basic framework for the promotion of sustainable fisheries and aquaculture. 
Many Members explained the measures being taken in their countries to give effect to the 
Code including the incorporation of some aspects of it into national legislation. However, the 
Committee stressed that continued efforts were imperative to further promote the Code’s 
implementation. It also encouraged FAO to elaborate additional guidelines in support of the 
Code, including one for the implementation of the International Plan of Action for the 
Management of Fishing Capacity (IPOA-capacity).  
 
13. Aware that many international fisheries instruments had been concluded since the 
1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), the 
Committee agreed that from now on there should be a stronger focus on implementating the 
instruments concluded since UNCED rather than seeking to conclude new instruments. In this 
respect, some Members called for a “decade of implementation” for these instruments. 
Existing instruments included the 1993 FAO Agreement to Promote Compliance with 
International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas 
(Compliance Agreement), the 1995 United Nations Agreement for the Implementation of the 
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 
relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory 
Fish Stocks (1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement), the 1995 FAO Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries and the International Plans of Action for Reducing the Incidental Catch 
of Seabirds in Longline Fisheries (IPOA-seabirds), for the Conservation and Management of 
Sharks (IPOA-sharks), to Prevent, deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 
Fishing (IPOA-IUU), IPOA-capacity and the Strategy for Improving Information on Status 
and Trends of Capture Fisheries (Strategy-STF). The Committee called upon Members to 
accept, ratify or accede, as appropriate, to these instruments since, together with the 1982 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, they provided the foundation for the long-
term sustainable management of fisheries. The Committee also stressed that international 
cooperation was essential if sustainable fisheries and aquaculture were to be achieved. The 
Committee urged States acting through regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) 
to ensure that they took further steps to implement the relevant provisions of the post-UNCED 
fisheries instruments because such action was critical to giving full effect to these instruments. 
 
14. Many Members referred to the need to adopt widely the ecosystem approach to 
fisheries management in a timely and appropriate manner, recognizing that fishing impacts 
not only the target resources but also the ecosystem itself and vice versa. It was pointed out 
that implementing an ecosystem approach is an evolutionary process that need not await 
complete or perfect information. It was also noted, however, that while there was general 
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recognition of the value and importance of this approach to management, there still needs to 
be greater understanding on how it should be applied in practice. The Committee encouraged 
Members and RFMOs to consider introducing and implementing the ecosystem approach to 
fisheries overcoming the obstacles that it might present in practice.  
 
15. The Committee was appraised of measures being taken by Members to implement the 
IPOAs and the Strategy-STF. Many Members advised that they had taken steps to implement 
the IPOAs on the management of fishing capacity and the management of sharks. Some 
Members expressed concern at the slow rate of implementation of the IPOA-sharks and the 
Committee agreed that FAO should make every effort to implement paragraph 72 of UNGA 
Resolution 59/25 on sustainable fisheries, including through the 1995 UN Fish Stocks 
Agreement, and related instruments. The Committee also agreed that FAO should convene a 
workshop to promote the further implementation of the IPOA-sharks and workshops to 
encourage regional and national plans of action.  
 
16. Some Members mentioned that they had undertaken the relevant assessments for the 
IPOA-seabirds and that where required, national plans of action had been developed or would 
be elaborated. The Committee noted that there was a need for urgent action in some areas 
where certain albatross species were facing extinction and where significant interaction 
between those species and fisheries occurred. 
 
17. Although recognizing the importance of the Strategy-STF, fewer Members indicated 
that they were in the early implementation phase. The representative from the Coordinating 
Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP) advised the Committee that the Strategy-STF had 
been considered at its Twenty-first Session in 2005 and made a number of recommendations 
to support its implementation, through regional fishery bodies. Some Members requested that 
FAO provide support for the implementation of the Strategy-STF directly to countries.   
 
18. Many Members provided information on illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing in their countries and regions. Many Members indicated that they had implemented, or 
were in the process of implementing, the IPOA to combat IUU fishing. Some Members 
stressed that there was a need to regulate refrigerated transport vessels (“reefer vessels”) 
because of their high seas transhipment activities that supported IUU fishing. It reiterated that 
fishing vessels flying “flags of convenience” continued to undermine efforts to promote 
sustainable fisheries and that they were highly mobile migrating from one region to another in 
short time periods. In efforts to combat IUU fishing, the Committee repeated its request that 
flag States in fulfilling their responsibilities notify coastal States, as appropriate, and 
effectively controll their vessels to ensure that they did not engage in IUU fishing or related 
activities. The Committee recognized the importance of initiating work on the “genuine link” 
and requested FAO to participate in interagency activities towards this end.  
 
19. Some Members pointed out that there were linkages between IUU fishing and fishing 
overcapacity and that the management of overcapacity should be addressed on a global basis.  
 
20. Some Members referred to the 2003 FAO Expert Consultation on Fishing Vessels 
Operating under Open Registries and their Impact on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 
Fishing, noting that it had been a valuable meeting especially since it had developed a 
comprehensive set of recommendations, based on the IPOA-IUU, to be implemented by 
concerned States. The Committee, encouraged by this development, endorsed the report of the 
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Consultation and urged that Members operating open registries implement the Consultation’s 
recommendations as a matter of priority.  
 
21. Many Members pointed out that RFMOs were important actors in the fight against 
IUU fishing. Some Members pointed out that RFMOs should adopt equitable means for 
allocating fishing opportunities for new entrants, including developing countries. Otherwise, 
IUU fishing by some countries could continue unabated. The Committee encouraged States 
acting through RFMOs to examine their mandates and to make changes, as appropriate, to 
ensure that new entrants including developing countries could be accommodated in a fair, 
equitable and transparent manner. Some Members noted that such action would also serve the 
longer term interests of the RFMOs themselves.  
 
22. Many Members stressed the importance of effective fisheries monitoring, control and 
surveillance (MCS) tools, including vessel monitoring systems (VMS) as primary defences 
against IUU fishing. They also referred to the work of the International MCS Network in 
galvanizing action against IUU fishing. The Committee, recognizing the important and unique 
role of the Network in providing real-time information exchanges on IUU fishing and related 
matters, urged interested Members to consider participating in the initiative. 
 
23. The Committee expressed satisfaction with the outcome of the 2004 FAO Technical 
Consultation to Review Progress and Promote the Full Implementation of the International 
Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 
and the International Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity. The Committee 
endorsed the report of the Session as well as its main recommendations and suggestions. 
 
24. Many Members referred to FAO’s work on fisheries subsidies and requested that it be 
strengthened while ensuring that it respected the relevant mandates of FAO and the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) and that it complement, and did not duplicate, the work of WTO. 
Some Members observed that there was a need to make a clear distinction between two types 
of subsidies. Firstly, there were those subsidies that supported the expansion of fleets which, 
when conducted in an unsustainable manner, contributed to stock degradation, fleet 
overcapacity and IUU fishing. The Committee agreed that these types of subsidies should be 
phased out. Many Members noted that subsidies could also lead to trade distortions. Secondly, 
there were those subsidies that may contribute to sustainable utilization through improved 
scientific information and MCS or benefited, for instance, small-scale fishers and contributed 
to food security, poverty alleviation and, in some cases, provided a stimulus to sustainable 
development. Members requested that FAO give consideration to undertaking studies and 
assessments to determine the impact of subsidies on fishing capacity, IUU fishing and on 
fisheries management generally. The Committee endorsed the report of the Technical 
Consultation on the Use of Subsidies in the Fisheries Sector and expressed support for the 
short- and long-term programme of work that was presented by the Secretariat that could 
include work on the role of subsidies in small-scale and artisanal fisheries in relation to other 
policy instruments. 
 
25. The Committee acknowledged that there was a need to strengthen port State measures 
as a means of combating IUU fishing in a more substantive manner given that the lack of 
agreed, binding measures provided a loophole. Some Members requested that these measures 
be promoted in RFMOs for the development or improvement of the port State aspects of 
regional control schemes. In endorsing the report and the recommendations of the Technical 
Consultation, the Committee agreed that follow-up work on the 2004 FAO Technical 
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Consultation to Review Port State Measures to Combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 
Fishing should be undertaken, especially with respect to operationalizing the model scheme 
agreed at the Consultation.  
 
26. Critical to the sustained implementation of the Code was the need for institutional 
strengthening and human resource development in developing countries, especially in small 
island developing States. Many Members informed the Committee of their particular needs 
concerning assistance, some of which included the implementation of enhanced registry 
procedures, improved MCS, the implementation and expansion of VMS, the development of 
national plans of action (NPOAs) and the promotion of policies and measures to implement 
the ecosystem approach to fisheries. Some Members expressed their thanks to FAO for the 
training provided with respect to the implementation of the Code and IPOAs and urged that it 
be continued. Several Members welcomed the commencement of the Part VII Assistance 
Fund under the 1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement. 
 
27. The Committee acknowledged the contribution being made to the implementation of 
the Code by the FishCode Programme. Some Members suggested that FishCode might focus 
greater attention on human resource development and awareness building about the Code, 
especially at the “grass roots” level. The Committee encouraged Members that could do so to 
make voluntary contributions to the Programme as a means of strengthening and deepening 
its assistance. 
 
28. The Committee expressed strong support for a proposal by Japan that, with FAO 
technical cooperation, Japan and possibly other sponsors convene a joint meeting of the 
Secretariats of the tuna RFMOs and their members. Participating RFMOs would include the 
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), the Indian Ocean 
Tuna Commission (IOTC), the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), the 
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) and the Commission for the 
Conservation and Management of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT). The Committee further 
agreed that the meeting, with financial support from Japan, should be held in January or 
February 2007 at a location to be identified in Japan. 
 
29. Although the agenda for the meeting remains open, the objectives for the meeting 
could be, inter alia, to: 
 

a) Review current management measures, addressing fishing capacity and limitation 
of fishing effort, inspection and control scheme, transshipment measures, non-
discriminatory internationally agreed trade sanction processes and procedures, 
marketing and incidental-catch-related measures. 

b) Review the effectiveness of their current system and develop processes so as to 
make available to each other, notably, the information contained in their 
authorized fishing vessel records and IUU fishing vessel lists, as well as other 
pertinent information to prevent IUU fishing activities.  

 
30. The attention of the Committee was drawn to the revised Code of Safety for 
Fishermen and Fishing Vessels and the Voluntary Guidelines for the Design, Construction 
and Equipment of Small Fishing Vessels that had been prepared by FAO, the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) and the International Maritime Organization (IMO). The 
Committee welcomed the revised Code and Voluntary Guidelines and recommended the early 
publication by IMO of these documents.  
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31. The Committee expressed support for the establishment of a database for port State 
measures within FAO and in consultation with Members. However, while recognizing the 
value of such a database the Committee recommended that FAO should seek funding for its 
establishment and operation from extrabudgetary sources. 
 
32. Some Members noted that they faced a heavy reporting burden on the Code. A 
proposal was made that detailed indepth analysis be undertaken every four years, alternating 
with a general overview report on implementation every two years, including Articles 9 and 
11. However, this decision was left to be finalized at the next Session of COFI.  
 
33. The Committee expressed concern at the proliferation of international fora addressing 
fisheries matters, some of which lacked a sound technical and scientific basis for discussion. 
It stressed that COFI and FAO should continue to provide leadership and maintain an 
assertive role in fisheries, broadening its approach to fisheries and associated issues, as 
required, while at the same time not losing sight of its core mandate in terms of promoting 
responsible fisheries, in order to provide food and sustain human welfare. The Committee 
also urged FAO to continue to provide technical input to international fora where fisheries 
and related matters are discussed in order to contribute to their discussion and outcomes.  
 
ASSISTANCE TO THE FISHING COMMUNITIES AFFECTED BY THE TSUNAMI 
IN THE INDIAN OCEAN AND MEASURES TO REHABILITATE AND 
REACTIVATE THE FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE SECTORS IN THE 
COUNTRIES CONCERNED 
 
34. The Secretariat introduced document COFI/2005/Tsunami. The Committee expressed 
its sincere condolences to the countries and the families of the victims in the disaster. It 
commended the international community and FAO for their swift response to the disaster and 
thanked FAO for including this topic on the COFI and Ministerial Meeting agendas. The 
Secretariat provided an overview of the impact of the disaster that killed an estimated 300 000 
people and caused damage of approximately US$ 7 billion. It was pointed out that the tsunami 
had its greatest impact on poor coastal fishing communities, many of which lost all or most of 
their livelihood assets.  
 
35. The Secretariat described the unprecedented response and assistance provided by 
Governments, UN agencies and others that, through the UN Flash Appeal, raised more than 
US$ 700 million for the relief and early recovery efforts. It was noted that FAO’s response 
included the deployment of FAO teams in affected countries to assist with coordination, the 
provision of technical assistance, the supply of fishing gear, repair and replacement of boats, 
rehabilitation and restocking of fish ponds, early rehabilitation of harbours, anchorages, fish 
storage and processing, and agriculture inputs. Close collaboration has been maintained with 
international financial institutions (IFIs) including the World Bank, Asian Development Bank 
and Islamic Development Bank. 
 
36. In considering the issues and constraints to rehabilitation, the Secretariat expressed 
concern that rehabilitation could reinstitutionalize factors leading to vulnerability and 
unsustainability. The major concern was the risk of developing fishing capacity in excess of 
the post-tsunami productivity capacity of fish stocks and the introduction of fishing gear and 
practices that were not appropriate for the affected countries. 
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37. The Committee endorsed FAO’s medium- to long-term rehabilitation strategy for the 
fisheries and aquaculture sector in affected countries. This strategy was based on a set of 
important principles including the adoption of a livelihood approach that put people first. The 
Committee pointed out that FAO should continue to closely collaborate with other UN 
agencies and IFIs in providing assistance to affected countries. 
 
38. The Committee was advised by countries directly affected by the tsunami of the 
magnitude of the damage in their countries, with special emphasis on the damage suffered by 
the fisheries and aquaculture sector. These Members summarized steps taken by their 
governments to provide relief in collaboration with international development partners and 
NGOs. They welcomed the assistance provided by FAO as they moved into longer term 
rehabilitation, emphasizing FAO’s future role in providing coordination and technical 
assistance. They emphasized the importance of ensuring that capacity did not exceed pre-
tsunami levels as a result of international interventions. 
 
39. The Committee expressed its support for FAO’s strategy for rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of livelihoods in the fisheries and aquaculture sector. Many Members offered 
their support in implementing the strategy through financing or the provision of expertise or 
other action according to the wish of affected countries. The Committee also welcomed the 
initiative of the Consortium to Restore Shattered Livelihood Communities in Tsunami-
Devastated Nations (CONSRN) that was formed to facilitate the coordination of regional 
fisheries and aquaculture bodies and research institutions in the region. 
 
40. The Committee highlighted the need for FAO to play a key role in collaboration with 
others in assisting the governments of affected countries, including through the coordination 
of fisheries rehabilitation activities and the provision of technical assistance, stressing the 
importance of placing advisors in affected countries. In terms of the support to be provided, 
many Members stated that attention should be paid to a number of issues including: the 
development of national strategies to ensure long-term sustainability based on the Code of 
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries; the multisectoral nature of rehabilitation; the need to 
improve fisheries science and management capabilities and integrated coastal area 
management advice; rebuilding institutional capabilities for better conservation and 
management at all levels; rehabilitating the supply chain; addressing gender issues; 
monitoring and controlling the build-up of fishing capacity; sea safety and vessel construction 
standards; promoting environmentally responsible aquaculture; and reducing the impact of 
future tsunamis, or other natural or man-made phenomena with similar potentially devastating 
consequences. 
 
41. Many Members stressed the need for FAO to conduct a comprehensive assessment of 
the impact of the tsunami on fisheries resources, habitats and the livelihood of coastal 
communities. FAO was requested to further develop a regional project proposal to conduct 
such an assessment in collaboration with relevant national institutions, CONSRN partners, 
and other international agencies, with the view of advising on appropriate levels of fishing 
capacity and livelihood and habitat rehabilitation. 
 
42. The Committee recognized the increased workload and the disproportionate burden 
imposed on the Fisheries Department as a result of its work to initiate a rapid response and 
implement its programme for rehabilitation. It also recognized the need for extrabudgetary 
funding for a coordination and technical assistance unit to be based at FAO headquarters and 
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in the Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP). It was also suggested that the 
Secretariat pursue partnership funding with other organizations such as IFIs.  
 
43. The Committee was also informed that a mid-term review of the UN Flash Appeal 
funding arrangement would be undertaken in the near future. This review could reallocate 
funding towards sectoral coordination and technical assistance and fill the funding gap for 
countries such as the Maldives, Seychelles and Somalia.  
 
DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE NINTH SESSION OF THE COFI 
SUB-COMMITTEE ON FISH TRADE (BREMEN, GERMANY, 10–14 FEBRUARY 
2004) INCLUDING RECENT DEVELOPMENTS WITH REGARD TO 
ECOLABELLING AND CITES 
 
44. The item was introduced by the Chairperson of the Ninth Session of the Sub-
Committee on Fish Trade and the Secretariat and discussed on the basis of documents 
COFI/2005/3 and Inf. 12. 
 
45. The Committee, noting the important role played by FAO in the field of fish trade, 
endorsed the report of the Ninth Session of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade and expressed 
its satisfaction with the work of the Sub-Committee. 
 
46. The Committee expressed support for FAO to continue its work on the harmonization 
of catch documentation. It noted that ICCAT was in the process of reviewing its 
documentation scheme and that a meeting of the tuna RFMOs was planned in 2007 that 
would also review the issue of documentation schemes. Some Members suggested that FAO 
take into account the outcome of these events in the further elaboration of its work on catch 
documentation. The need to clarify the terminology “catch documentation scheme” was raised.  
 
47. The Committee noted the capacity constraints being faced by developing countries, in 
particular with regard to their participation in international meetings dealing with trade-related 
matters such as the WTO Agreements on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures and on Technical Barriers to Trade, as well as Codex Alimentarius meetings. 
Participation in these meetings was of great importance and would facilitate their involvement 
in the development of safety and quality standards. It would also enhance their capacity to 
meet regulatory requirements for the fish trade. 
 
48. Some Members noted the importance of small-scale fisheries trade. In this regard FAO 
was requested to continue its work on identifying how trade could further benefit small-scale 
fisheries, noting the importance of trade as a source of employment and income. The 
Committee emphasized that sustainable trade was dependent on sustainable fisheries 
management practices being in place. 
 
49. The Committee requested FAO to continue monitoring developments in food safety 
including residues of antibiotics in aquaculture products, the presence of dioxins and 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in fish and the relationship between fishmeal and Bovine 
Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE).  
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50. The Committee endorsed the conclusion reached by the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade 
that there is no epidemiological evidence of BSE being transmitted to ruminants or other 
animals by fishmeal.  Some Members suggested that the use of commercial measures 
associated with this issue would be lacking in scientific evidence. 
 
51. The linkage between food safety, quality and traceability was highlighted by the 
Committee. Many Members from developing countries noted the need for technical assistance 
to implement food safety, quality and traceability requirements and requested FAO to provide 
such support. 
 
52. The Committee welcomed the hosting by Spain and Germany of the Tenth and 
Eleventh Sessions, respectively, of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade. The Committee agreed 
to explore the possibility of holding future sessions of the Sub-Committee in developing 
countries.  
 
53. Some Members recommended that the Sub-Committee address freshwater fish trade in 
future. 
 
54. The Committee noted with pleasure the high level of cooperation between FAO and 
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES). In particular, it noted that CITES revised listing criteria, adopted at the 2004 
Conference of the Parties 13 (CoP 13), took into account the key recommendations from FAO 
for the application of commercially exploited species. Many Members noted that the FAO  
Ad Hoc Expert Advisory Panel for Assessment of Listing Proposals for Commercially-
Exploited Aquatic Species was a further indication of the level of collaboration between the 
two organizations. Noting the importance of the Expert Advisory Panel, some Members 
suggested that in future it should be funded from the FAO’s Regular Programme. 
 
55. Many Members recommended that FAO follow-up on the request from CITES that 
FAO convene a workshop on shark management to promote the development and 
implementation of national plans of action for shark conservation and management.  
 
56. Several Members suggested that it would be beneficial for FAO to develop a sea 
cucumber management strategy and to review its global status and one Member offered to 
provide funding for such an activity.  
 
57. The Secretariat described the process that had been agreed at the Ninth Session of the 
Sub-Committee on Fish Trade to finalize the draft Memorandum of Understanding between 
FAO and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna  
and Flora (FAO/CITES MoU). In accordance with this process, the Secretariat and the 
Chairperson of the CITES Standing Committee agreed on a compromise text that has been 
referred to CITES. 
 
58. The Committee appreciated the effort of the Secretariat which had led to the 
compromise text. Some Members, however, stated the view that the only approved FAO text 
for the FAO/CITES MoU was the text that was agreed during the Ninth Session of the Sub-
Committee on Fish Trade and that this was the text that should be referred to CITES. These 
Members expressed the view that the compromise text that was agreed by the FAO Secretariat 
and the Chairperson of the CITES Standing Committee had no official standing. 
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59. A group of Friends of the Chair undertook informal consultations to reach agreement 
on the text to be referred to CITES. Many Members of this group were of the opinion that the 
compromise text was the appropriate text to be referred to CITES, but there was no consensus 
on this view. 
 
60. In the absence of consensus on the compromise text negotiated between the FAO 
Secretariat and the Chairperson of the CITES Standing Committee, it was agreed that the text 
recommended by the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade remained the only draft MoU that has 
been approved by an FAO body. It was recognized that the CITES Standing Committee 
remained free to consider any text for a MoU.  
 
61. The Committee agreed that, pending feedback from CITES on the FAO/CITES MoU, 
the matter should be reconsidered at the Tenth Session of the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade 
where an MoU can be potentially agreed to. 
 
62. The Committee agreed on the importance of ensuring that there was consistency in the 
positions of Members at meetings of FAO and CITES on the issue of a MoU. 
 
63. Many Members expressed their view that sovereign States, FAO and RFMOs have the 
primary role in conservation and management of commercially exploited aquatic species.  
 
64. The Committee took note that the Technical Consultation on International Guidelines 
for the Ecolabelling of Fish and Fishery Products from Marine Capture Fisheries met in 2004 
and 2005. The Consultation prepared international guidelines for consideration and adoption 
by COFI. 
 
65. Many Members noted the benefits to fisheries managers, producers, consumers and 
other stakeholders of voluntary international guidelines that are widely accepted and applied 
in order to ensure the credibility and trustworthiness of voluntary ecolabelling schemes for 
fish and fishery products. Such schemes needed to be transparent, market-driven, accessible 
(in terms of costs) to operators irrespective of their size and economic contexts, non-
discriminatory based on best available scientific evidence, and fully consistent with WTO 
rules so as not to create unnecessary obstacles to international trade and to allow for fair 
competition and respect the sovereign rights of States. Many Members stressed that an 
additional benefit of the guidelines would be an increase in legitimacy of ecolabels as well as 
the prevention of proliferation of non-credible ecolabels. 
 
66. The Committee noted the special circumstances, conditions and concerns applying to 
developing countries and countries in transition that required time, financial and technical 
assistance to develop and maintain appropriate fisheries management arrangements in order to 
participate in, and benefit from, voluntary ecolabelling schemes. It was additionally agreed 
that direct support towards the often high cost of accreditation and certification would also be 
necessary. 
 
67. While recognizing the need for further improvements, including the reservations 
expressed by some Members concerning their timely implementation of the guidelines and 
calling upon FAO to continue its work on them, the Committee adopted the guidelines. In so 
doing: 
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(a) COFI noted that the part of the guidelines addressing procedural and institutional 
aspects no longer comprise provisions on an independent panel as an ultimate 
appellate body as these were not consistent with the Constitution and practice of 
FAO. In view of the importance of these provisions, views were expressed on the 
need for a specific and different agreement outside the framework of FAO, noting 
also the possibility of using existing appeal mechanisms. 

(b) COFI noted that these guidelines would apply equally to certification of fisheries 
in ecolabelling schemes, where fishery products coming from such certified 
fisheries do not carry an ecolabel because the party concerned decides not to use 
an ecolabel. 

(c) In relation to minimum substantive requirements and criteria for ecolabels, COFI 
recommended that FAO should review and further develop general criteria in 
relation to “stock under consideration” and to serious impacts of the fishery on 
the ecosystem (see paragraph 27 of the Guidelines).   

(d) COFI noted the Republic of Korea’s view that paragraph 30 should refer clearly 
to Article 7.6.3 of the Code of Conduct regarding fishing capacity rather than 
reference to the broader measures described in Article 7.6.  

(e) COFI noted China’s reservation because it considered that the relevant criteria in 
the guidelines were not clear and would need work to improve them.  

(f) COFI noted Mauritania’s reservation that (i) the International Guidelines should 
be reviewed by the Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) of the 
World Trade Organization and its comments taken into account, and (ii) a 
transitional period of two years was required before the implementation of these 
Guidelines. 

(g) COFI recommended linguistic review by FAO of the text of the guidelines in the 
official languages of FAO, particularly those other than English, in order to 
ensure consistency between texts.  

(h) COFI recommended that international guidelines also be prepared by FAO on the 
ecolabelling of fish and fishery products from inland fisheries. 

(i) COFI requested that FAO report to its twenth-seventh session in 2007 on its work 
to further improve the guidelines.  

 
DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SECOND SESSION OF THE 
COFI SUB-COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE (TRONDHEIM, NORWAY,  
7–11 AUGUST 2003) 
 
68. The item was introduced by the Chairperson of the Second Session of the Sub-
Committee on Aquaculture and the Secretariat and was discussed on the basis of documents 
COFI/2005/4 and Inf.14. The Committee endorsed the report of the Sub-Committee and 
thanked the Government of Norway for hosting and supporting the Session. The Committee 
further appreciated the excellent work of the Sub-Committee and the Secretariat. 
 
69. The Committee recognized the importance of aquaculture including culture-based 
fisheries as a means of increasing fish production, of generating income and as a means of 
reducing pressure on wild fish resources. Many Members placed high priority on the 
sustainable development of aquaculture and reaffirmed their trust in FAO to play its 
coordinating role in advancing the global aquaculture agenda.  
 
70. The Committee thanked the Government of Japan for establishing a trust fund to 
provide assistance for the sustainable development of aquaculture. 
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71. Many Members supported the establishment of regional network organizations similar 
to the Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA) but noted that these networks 
had to take account of local circumstances. The Committee noted the offer of Mexico to host 
a NACA-type organization for the Americas. 
 
72. Many Members noted that increased funding was required for the Sub-Committee to 
undertake its ambitious programme. It was suggested that a separate budget line should be 
created within FAO for financing the work of the Sub-Committee. Many Members suggested 
that the FAO Regular Programme allocate additional funds to the Fisheries Department which 
in turn could allocate more funds to aquaculture. Several Members, including the European 
Community, Japan and Norway offered to provide additional financial assistance to 
implement activities for responsible aquaculture.  
 
73. Several Members proposed prioritizing activities to give emphasis to the development 
of good management practices, appropriate technical standards and guidelines and technical 
assistance to Members, particularly for ensuring food safety and environmental sustainability 
in aquaculture. The Committee stressed the importance of working with the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission and the Sub-Committee on Fish Trade on issues pertaining to food 
safety and quality, markets and better reporting on status and trends.  
 
74. The Committee noted the importance of aquaculture development in Africa including 
its integration into irrigation systems and several Members pointed out the need for technical 
and financial assistance. Several Members stressed the need to convene a conference for the 
promotion of aquaculture in sub-Saharan Africa as well as the establishment of a centre for 
aquaculture in that region.  
 
75. The Committee thanked India for offering to host the Third Session of the Sub-
Committee on Aquaculture in 2006 despite the difficulties they were facing following the 
recent tsunami disaster. 
 
ENABLING RESPONSIBLE SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES, THROUGH THE 
CREATION OF A SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT 
 
76. The Secretariat introduced document COFI/2005/5. The Committee commended the 
Secretariat for the document and acknowledged that it provided valuable guidance on the 
strategies and measures required for the creation of an enabling environment for small-scale 
fisheries. It observed that inland fisheries needed to be accorded greater attention and that it 
was proposed that more specific policy interventions in support of these fisheries should be 
identified in some areas while giving due account to possible tradeoffs in other areas. 
 
77. The Committee noted a range of issues that should be addressed in order for small-
scale fisheries to make a greater contribution to rural development, sustainable livelihoods, 
poverty alleviation and food security. These issues included the risk of overexploitation of 
fishery resources, especially in inshore waters, increasing operating costs particularly due to 
rising fuel prices, conflicts with large-scale fisheries and other users of coastal resources. In 
addition, many Members noted the geographical remoteness of many small-scale fishing 
communities, inadequacy of infrastructure and service facilities, a lack of access to credit as 
well as post-harvest losses. It was also pointed out that high exposure to occupational hazards 
and the high incidences of malaria, bilharzias and HIVAIDS took their toll on fisherfolk, 
especially in some areas of sub-Saharan Africa. 
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78. The Committee recognized the special importance of small-scale fisheries, especially 
to small island developing States, and the positive experiences of countries in support of this 
sector. These experiences included the development of specific policies and legislation for 
small-scale fisheries in areas such as preferential and exclusive access to nearshore fishery 
resources and secure rights to coastal land; strengthened co-management structures including 
MCS; diversification of livelihoods and better integration with other economic activities; 
measures to reduce post-harvest losses and value addition, inter alia, through microfinance 
schemes targeting women who play a predominant role in these activities and in fish 
marketing; fair competition at the point of first sale to mitigate against exploitative practices 
by “middlemen” and support to improve safety at sea and disaster preparedness.  
 
79. The Committee expressed its appreciation to FAO and donor countries for giving 
greater attention to small-scale fisheries and for allocating more resources in their support. It 
welcomed the advance version of the Code of Conduct Guidelines on Enhancing the 
Contribution of Small-Scale Fisheries to Poverty Alleviation and Food Security. The 
Committee noted the importance of some of the measures in the Guidelines including the 
better integration of small-scale fisheries into national development and poverty reduction 
strategies and their empowerment through the strengthening of fishworkers organizations, 
communication and capacity-building. Concern was articulated that the Guidelines should 
address the issue of open-access fisheries as experience has demonstrated that open-access 
conditions invariably resulted in unsustainable fishing practices. 
 
80. Several Members from West and Central Africa thanked the Department for 
International Development (DFID) of the United Kingdom for funding, since 1999, the 
regional Sustainable Fisheries Livelihoods Programme (SFLP) and FAO for assisting the 25 
countries of the region in its implementation. Members were provided with successful 
examples of activities carried out in favour of poverty reduction and sustainable management 
in small-scale fisheries. The importance was stressed of this regional approach for the benefit 
of small-scale fishing communities in their respective countries.  The donor community was 
requested to extend the Programme beyond its present phase ending in October 2006. 
 
81. Some Members recommended that small-scale fisheries be given greater consideration 
in the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries through a specific article or Appendix. 
Other Members expressed their concern about the possibility of reopening the Code and 
expressed their preferences for the elaboration of additional Guidelines.  
 
82. Some members stressed the need to initiate international negotiations on the 
monitoring of fishing vessels within the framework of the Code of Conduct concerning its 
implementation, particularly with a view to combating IUU fishing and ensuring assistance to 
fishermen in peril. 
 
DEEP-SEA FISHERIES 
 
83. The Secretariat introduced document COFI/2005/6, which was commended by many 
Members. The Committee noted the challenges that the management of deepwater demersal 
fisheries posed, both on the high seas and when they occurred in exclusive economic zones 
(EEZs), as a consequence of the vulnerable biological characteristics of deepwater demersal 
fishes, and which were compounded by concerns about the conservation of biodiversity in 
deep-sea habitats. 
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84. The Committee welcomed the realization of DEEP SEA 2003, which had been 
convened by the New Zealand and Australian Governments in association with FAO, and its 
positive and successful outcome. It noted subsequent discussions to call attention to the 
problems associated with deepwater demersal fisheries, particularly those held in the UN 
General Assembly (UNGA). The Committee requested FAO to provide the UNGA with 
appropriate information and technical advice on these fisheries and, in general, to provide 
leadership in this field and actively participate in the relevant international fora.  
 
85. Some Members reaffirmed the critical role that RFMOs played in improving the 
conservation and management of deepwater resources in the high seas. They proposed that 
FAO provide appropriate advice, including coordination, technical information, etc., to these 
organizations in support of conservation and management. Many Members suggested that the 
mandates of existing RFMOs, in terms of geographical area as well as of competencies to 
cover the management and impact of fishing on deepwater high seas stocks, be extended, as 
appropriate. Reference was also made to the establishment of new RFMOs with comptence on 
deepsea species and the Southern Indian Ocean ongoing process was cited in this regard. 
Several Members expressed concern about the possible proliferation of RFMOs because of 
the burden their governments could face in participating in their activities and in supporting 
them.  
 
86. The Committee took note of concerns about the deficiencies in the existing legal and 
institutional framework for deepsea fisheries. Some Members stressed the need for new 
approaches including a single global arrangement for the management of these fisheries. 
Many Members pointed out however that current problems would be better addressed under 
the 1982 UN Convention and other instruments including the FAO Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries and its IPOAs. They stressed that there was no need to build a new 
framework and called for relying upon the existing instrument or adapting existing 
instruments, such the 1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement, rather than creating new ones.  
 
87. Several Members stressed the urgency for regulatory interventions to safeguard 
deepwater habitats and proposed that States take interim measures, including requiring their 
flag vessels to refrain from engaging in deepsea fishing, until appropriate management 
arrangements had been developed and implemented. Some Members supported the need to 
take immediate, albeit different action, such as the gathering of information that would make 
it possible to adopt at the earliest possible time the best management measures. The 
Committee urged Members to fully apply the Code of Conduct and its four related IPOAs to 
all deepsea fishing by vessels flying their flags including fishing for stocks that are not 
regulated by an RFMO. The Committee also urged Members, by fulfilling their flag State 
responsibilities, to ensure their vessels were regulated effectively and operated in a manner 
consistent with the ecosystem approach to fisheries, in particular by ensuring that fishing 
vessels flying their flags reported fully data regarding their fishing activities. 
 
88. To support these activities, the Committee requested Members and RFMOs, as 
appropriate, to submit information on deepsea fish catches by species and size composition 
and fishing effort, noting that reporting would need to be on a relatively fine spatial scale to 
address the association of fishing activities with vulnerable marine ecosystems, as well as 
information on any conservation and management measure that may be in place for such 
fisheries. 
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89. The Committee endorsed the proposed future FAO activities outlined in document 
COFI/2005/6. The discussion highlighted the need for, in particular: 
 

(a) collection and collation of information concerning past and present deepwater 
fishing activities; 

(b) undertaking an inventory of deepwater stocks and an assessment of the effects of 
fishing on deepwater fish populations and their ecosystems; 

(c) convening technical meetings to develop a code of practice/technical guidelines; 
and 

(d) reviewing legal framework needed to support conservation and management of 
deepwater fisheries.  

 
In this respect, the Committee called for the allocation of adequate resources to relevant 
programme activities of the Organization and its Fisheries Department. 
 
90. The Committee called upon Members directly and through RFMOs, as appropriate, to 
implement as a matter of priority paragraphs 66 to 71 of UNGA Resolution 59/25. The 
Committee requested FAO to cooperate with the Secretary-General of the United Nations in 
the development of the report as called for in paragraph 70 of UNGA Resolution 59/25. 
 
91. The Committee called upon Members conducting deep-sea fisheries on the high seas 
individually and in cooperation with others to address adverse impacts on vulnerable marine 
ecosystems and to sustainably manage the fishery resources being harvested including 
through controls or limitations on new and exploratory fisheries.  
 
92. The Committee requested FAO when revising the FAO Technical Guidelines on 
Ecosystem-based Fisheries Management to consider appropriate measures regulating 
destructive fishing practices.  
 
93. The Committee noted that the Review Conference for the 1995 UN Fish Stocks 
Agreement scheduled for 2006 may be an appropriate forum for exploring international 
conservation and management options for discrete high seas fish stocks.  
 
94. The Committee also noted that the “Governance of High Seas Fisheries and the UN 
Fish Stocks Agreement - Moving from Words to Action” Conference, scheduled for May 
2005 in Canada, could also inform discussions on the conservation and management of deep-
sea fisheries. 
 
95. The Committee encouraged the meeting of regional fisheries bodies (RFBs) that will 
immediately follow the twenty-sixth session of COFI to consider the issue of deep-sea 
fisheries conservation and management.  
 
SEA TURTLES CONSERVATION AND FISHERIES 
 
96. The Secretariat introduced documents COFI/2005/7 and Inf.15. It outlined the process 
that had led to the 2004 FAO Technical Consultation on Sea Turtles Conservation and 
Fisheries, thanking the Governments of Japan and the United States of America for their 
generous support. 
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97. The Secretariat presented briefly the results of the Technical Consultation, following 
the themes and priorities indicated by the twenty-fifth session of COFI. The Committee was 
invited to express its opinion with respect to the recommendations of the Technical 
Consultation and to provide guidance for the direction and scope of future work. 
 
98. The Committee endorsed the report and the recommendations of the Technical 
Consultation. It called for the immediate implementation by Members and RFMOs of the 
Guidelines to Reduce Sea Turtle Mortality in Fishing Operations as contained in Appendix E 
of COFI/2005/Inf.15. The Committee acknowledged that these guidelines were voluntary and 
they were not intended to affect trade. Members and RFMOs were invited to report to FAO 
six months prior to the Twenty-seventh Session of COFI concerning their experiences in 
implementing the guidelines so as to permit an evaluation of their usefulness and relevance. It 
also agreed that FAO should proceed with the development of Technical Guidelines under the 
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries as agreed by the Technical Consultation. One 
Member explained the need for the development of an international plan of action (IPOA) for 
sea turtle mortality in fisheries. 
 
99. The Committee recognized the need for further biological studies including sea turtle 
tagging. It stressed the need to share information and experiences in implementing mitigation 
measures. Several Members reported on existing efforts and activities for sea turtle 
conservation, including the need to consider their protection along migratory routes. These 
activities included national conservation programmes, gear modification such as the 
introduction of “circle hook” in a shallow set longlines, the implementation of relevant 
legislation and participation in international agreements. The Committee emphasized the need 
for technical and financial assistance to address sea turtle mortality due to fisheries and to 
implement the recommendations of the Technical Consultation. 
 
MARINE PROTECTED AREAS AND FISHERIES 
 
100. The Secretariat introduced document COFI/2005/8 on marine protected areas (MPAs) 
and fisheries, pointing out that MPAs had been used in fisheries in the past and that an 
increase in their use is anticipated in response to the call for their establishment and 
development by the Convention for Biological Diversity (CBD) and the 2002 World Summit 
on Sustainable Development (WSSD) Johannsburg Plan of Implementation. The Secretariat 
stated that MPAs have potential benefits as a fisheries management tool provided they are 
specifically designed for fisheries and properly implemented, although experience on the use 
of MPAs is still scarce. Reference was also made to the importance of a participatory process 
in the development and implementation of MPAs.  
 
101. Many Members expressed their support for the use of MPAs as a tool for conservation 
and fisheries management and a number described their experiences. Several Members 
suggested that MPAs should be used to manage not only fishery activities but other human 
activities. There was agreement that the use of MPAs as a fisheries management tool should 
be scientifically-based and backed by effective monitoring and enforcement and an 
appropriate legal framework. The Committee agreed that MPAs were one of a number of 
management tools and that they would be effective in combination with other appropriate 
measures such as capacity control. Several Members emphasized the importance of taking 
into account the socioeconomic impacts of establishing MPAs, including their impact on local 
communities and food security. In addition, some Members highlighted the need for 
stakeholder involvement in the design and implementation of MPAs. They referred to the 
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need to set clear objectives for MPAs and to monitor performance in achieving those 
objectives. Several Members reiterated that the use and extent of MPAs within EEZs was the 
responsibility of each State. 
 
102. Some Members expressed their support for the establishment of MPAs as a fisheries 
management tool on the high seas, provided they were based on sound scientific evidence, 
however some Members raised doubts about the effectiveness of high seas MPAs. Some 
Members recognized that many RFMOs had the competence to establish MPAs and some 
were already doing so. However, in some cases, there was a need to consider the 
establishment of a broader legal framework including new conservation and management 
arrangements supported by an effective compliance regime. It was further recognized that 
problems could be experienced in cases where RFMOs had overlapping jurisdictions. The 
Committee noted that RFMOs would need to develop means of interacting with other relevant 
IGOs, in particular in the environmental field, including the CBD, and other organizations 
such as IMO, when there was a need to exclude non-fishery human activities within an MPA 
on the high seas. Such interaction should also take into account the experience of NGOs 
working in this area. 
 
103. The Committee recommended that FAO develop technical guidelines on the design, 
implementation and testing of MPAs, even though one Member stated that it did not support 
this work and considered it inappropriate. Some Members requested guidelines specifically on 
the use of MPAs on the high seas. The Committee drew attention to the need to liaise with 
and benefit from the experiences of a number of countries, IGOs and NGOs in the preparation 
of guidelines. Some Members from developing countries requested FAO technical assistance 
in developing MPA systems. The Committee agreed that FAO should assist its Members in 
achieving the relevant WSSD goals by 2012, in particular the establishment of representative 
networks of MPAs. It stressed that FAO should collaborate with other IGOs working on the 
topic, in particular CBD and UNGA. 
 
REVIEW OF MAJOR PROGRAMME 2.3 “FISHERIES”: PLANNED ACTIVITIES 
OVER THE PERIOD 2006–2011, AS REGARDS MAJOR PROGRAMME 2.3 
“FISHERIES” AND PRELIMINARY INFORMATION ON PROGRAMME OF 
WORK AND BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 2006–2007 
 
104. The Secretariat introduced document COFI/2005/9 and made reference to 
COFI/2005/Inf.6.  
 
105. The Committee commended FAO for the improvements made in the presentation of 
the Medium Term Plan and Preliminary Programme of Work Proposals for 2006–2007. Some 
Members found that improvements were required in the formulation of the objectives and that 
funding for priority areas should be more easily identified in the budget document. 
 
106. The Committee appreciated efforts made by FAO to accommodate most priority areas 
into the Programme of Work and Budget for 2006–2007. Many Members underlined that 
additional allotments should be made to this Major Programme 2.3 Fisheries, from which the 
Department could allocate more budgetary resources to the prioritized areas including 
aquaculture. Many Members requested that the costs related to aquaculture should be kept in 
a separate budget line, apart from inland fisheries. It was also suggested that funds for 
meetings should be allocated, whenever possible, from the Regular Programme.  
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107. Some Members expressed the wish that these allocations be made under a real growth 
scenario. Other Members stressed that zero growth scenarios were necessary because of their 
restricted national budgets and extrabudgetary resources should be sought as an alternative 
solution. The Committee acknowledged that the Programme of Work and Budget of the 
Organization would be discussed at subsequent sessions of the Governing Bodies. FAO was 
encouraged to continue its efforts to be efficient, effective and accountable. 
 
108. The Committee noted that all activities of the Fisheries Department were too important 
not to be undertaken. Many Members requested further strengthening of the following 
specific issues: 
 

(a) Implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and its related 
IPOAs and assistance related to them. 

(b) Elaboration of policy guidelines to support sustainable management including 
guidelines relating to bioeconomic modelling and the development, 
implementation, evaluation and adjustment of management policies. 

(c) Activities and assistance on capacity building of developing nations for small-
scale fisheries. 

(d) Aquaculture, especially in developing countries. 
(e) Enhancement of the effectiveness of RFMOs. 
(f) Implementation of the Strategy-STF and related assistance programme including 

for statistical collection. 
(g) Deep-sea fisheries. 

 
109. Several Members recommended strongly that a post for an Aquaculture Officer should 
be established in the FAO Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean even under 
the zero nominal growth scenario to assist Members in aquaculture activities in the region.  
 
110. It was pointed out by the Secretariat that most of the work related to the Indian Ocean 
tsunamis was expected to be undertaken by extrabudgetary resources. 
 
ANY OTHER MATTERS  
 
111. Many Members agreed on the importance of establishing principles to review the 
performance of RFMOs in meeting their objectives and the obligations and principles set 
forth in relevant international instruments. However, many Members expressed caution and 
suggested that the question of how to undertake such a review and the concept of 
independence required further discussion, noting RFMOs’ current assessment activities. 
Many Members agreed that the process could be shaped by consultations among RFMOs, the 
result of which could be fed back to COFI for further actions.  
 
112. Many Members welcomed the proposal extended by the Chairperson of the Fourth 
Meeting of Regional Fishery Bodies (Rome, 14-15 March 2005) that the meeting be given the 
opportunity to reflect on the matter of assessing the performance of these bodies. The 
Committee agreed that it could extend an invitation to RFMO members and other interested 
parties encouraging them to participate in the development of parameters for any such review 
process, possibly through an urgent expert consultation followed by a technical consultation. 
Some Members stated that any review of RFMO performance should be in the form of an 
independent review, even in cases where RFMOs were considering internal assessments. 
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113. Many Members proposed that an agenda item on Ecosystem Approach be included in 
the next session of COFI. Many Members reconfirmed their strong support for paragraph 39 
of the report of the Twenty-fourth Session of COFI, which requested FAO to conduct 
research on the interaction between marine mammals and fisheries and desired further 
activities in this area. Many other Members, however, although noting the importance and 
urgency of the application of the ecosystem approach to fisheries, noted the primacy of the 
International Whaling Commission (IWC) with respect to the conservation and management 
of whales in the marine environment and expressed their concern that discussion on whaling 
in COFI might detract from other important fisheries issues. Other Members pointed out that 
other organizations had a role to play with respect to the conservation and management of 
mammals, for example the North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission (NAMMCO). 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SESSION 
 
114. It was agreed that the Committee should meet in Rome in early 2007. The exact date 
would be determined by the Director-General in consultation with the Chairperson. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
 
115. The report was adopted on 11 March 2005. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Agenda 
 
 
1. Opening of the Session 
 
2. Adoption of the Agenda and arrangements for the Session 
 
3. Election of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons and designation of Drafting 

Committee 
 
4. Progress Report on the Implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries 

and Related International Plans of Action (Capacity, IUU Fishing, Seabirds and Sharks), 
and the Strategy for Improving Information on Status and Trends of Capture Fisheries 

 
5. Assistance to the fishing communities affected by the tsunami in the Indian Ocean and 

measures to rehabilitate and reactivate the fisheries and aquaculture sectors in the 
countries concerned 

 
6. Decisions and Recommendations of the Ninth Session of the COFI Sub-Committee on 

Fish Trade (Bremen, Germany, 10–14 February 2004) including recent developments with 
regard to Ecolabelling and CITES 

 
7. Decisions and Recommendations of the Second Session of the COFI Sub-Committee on 

Aquaculture, Trondheim, Norway, 7–11 August 2003 
 
8. Enabling responsible small-scale fisheries, through the creation of a supportive 

environment 
 
9. Deep-sea fisheries 
 
10. Sea Turtles Conservation and Fisheries 
 
11. Marine Protected Areas and Fisheries 
 
12. Review of Major Programme 2.3 “Fisheries”:   Planned Activities over the Period 2006–

2011, as regards Major Programme 2.3 “Fisheries” and Preliminary Information on 
Programme of Work and Budget Proposals for 2006–2007 

 
13. Any other matters 
 
14. Date and place of the next Session 
 
15. Adoption of the Report 
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Ministro Consejero 
Representante Permanente Alterno  
   ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente de la  
   República de Costa Rica ante la FAO 
Viale Liegi, 2 int.8 
00198 Roma, Italia 
Phone: +39 06 84242853/850 
Fax: +39 06 85355956 
E-mail: misfao@tiscalinet.it 

 
CÔTE D'IVOIRE 
 

Kouassi Adjoumani KOBENAN 
Ministre de la production animale et des  
   ressources halieutiques 
Ministère de la production animale et des  
   ressources halieutiques 
B.P. V 84 
Abidjan 
Phone: +225 20229920 
Fax: +225 20213423 

 
Anvra Jeanson DJOBO 
Conseiller technique 
Ministère de la production animale et des  
   ressources halieutiques 
B.P. V 84 
Abidjan 
Phone: +225 20229927 
Fax: +225 20229919 
E-mail: jeanson_7@hotmail.com 

 
Yobouet Charlotte AMATCHA 
Sous-Directeur de l'aquaculture 
Ministère de la production animale et des  
   ressources halieutiques 
B.P. V 19 
Abidjan 
Phone: +225 21253453 
Fax: +225 21350409 
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Kouassi André KOUAKOU 
Chargé de Mission 
Ministère de la production animale et des  
   ressources halieutiques 
B.P. V 84 
Abidjan 
Phone: +225 20229920 
Fax: +225 20213423 

 
Aboubakar BAKAYOKO 
Représentant permanent adjoint  
   auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République de Côte  
   d'Ivoire 
Via Guglielmo Saliceto, 8 
00161 Rome, Italie 
Phone: +39 06 44231129 
Fax: +39 06 44292531 
E-mail: ambassade@cotedivoire.it 

 
CROATIA/CROATIE/CROACIA 
 

Neda SKAKELJA 
Head of Division 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water   
   Management 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Ulica grada Vukovara 78/PO Box 1034 
HR-10000 Zagreb 
Ulica grada Vukovara 78 
Phone: +385 1 610 6520 
Fax: +385 1 610 6558 
E-mail: nedica@mps.hr 

 
CUBA 
 

Enrique OLTUSQUI 
Vice Ministro 
Ministerio de la Industria Pesquera 
Ave. 5ta., Edif. 1, Barlovento, Playa 
La Habana 

 
Alfredo Néstor PUIG PINO 
Embajador 
Representante Permanente ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente de la  
   República de Cuba ante la FAO 
Via Licinia, 13a 
00153 Roma, Italia 
Phone: +39 06 5781123 
Fax: +39 06 5780614 
E-mail: faoprcub@miscuba.191.it 

Manuel ALVAREZ 
Director de Relaciones Internacionales 
Ministerio de la Industria Pesquera 
Ave. 5ta., Edif. 1, Barlovento, Playa 
La Habana 
Phone: 057 209 70 34 
E-mail: alvarez@telemar.cu 

 
CYPRUS/CHYPRE/CHIPRE 
 

Timmy EFTHYMIOU 
Minister 
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural  Resources  
   and Environment 
Loukis Akritas Avenue 
Nicosia 

 
George F. POULIDES 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Republic  
   of Cyprus to FAO 
Piazza Farnese, 44 
00186 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 6865758 
Fax: +39 06 68803756 
E-mail: faoprcyp@tin.it 

 
Haris ZANNETIS 
Senior Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural  Resources 
   and Environment 
Loukis Akritas Avenue 
Nicosia 

 
Gabriel ODYSSEOS 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Republic  
   of Cyprus to FAO 
Piazza Farnese, 44 
00186 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 6865758 
E-mail: faoprcyp@tin.it 

 
CZECH REPUBLIC/RÉPUBLIQUE 
TCHÈQUE/REPÚBLICA CHECA 
 

Pavel SKODA 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Czech Republic 
Via dei Gracchi, 322 
00192 Rome, Italy  
Phone: +39 06 36095758/9 
Fax: +39 06 3244466 
E-mail: rome@embassy.mzv.cz 
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DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
OF KOREA/RÉPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE 
DÉMOCRATIQUE DE CORÉE/ 
REPÚBLICA POPULAR DEMOCRÁTICA 
DE COREA 
 

SU CHANG YUN 
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Democratic People's  
   Republic of Korea 
Viale dell'Esperanto, 26 
00144 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 54220749 
Fax: +39 06 54210090 
E-mail: permrepun@hotmail.com 

 
YONG HO RI 
Alternate Permanent Representative  
   to FAO 
Embassy of the Democratic People's  
   Republic of Korea 
Viale dell'Esperanto, 26 
00144 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 54220749 
Fax: +39 06 54210090 
E-mail: permrepun@hotmail.com 

 
DENMARK/DANEMARK/DINAMARCA 
 

Lars B.F. POULSEN 
Head of Section 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries 
Holbergsgade 2 
DK-1057 Copenhagen K 
Phone: +45 33 92 37 01 
Fax: +45 33 11 82 71 
E-mail: lpo@fvm.dk 

 
Søren SKAFTE 
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 
Royal Danish Embassy 
Via dei Monti Parioli, 50 
00197 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 9774831- 97748327 
Fax: +39 06 97748399 
E-mail: romamb@um.dk 

 
Sally CLINK 
Head of Section 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries 
Holbergsgade 2 
Copenhagen 

Kate SANDERSON 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Prime Minister's Office 
Christiansborg Prins Joergens Gaard 11 
Copenhagen 

 
Andras KRISTIANSEN 
Head of Department 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries 
Holbergsgade 2 
Copenhagen 

 
Áki JOHANSEN 
Faroe Islands Trade Council 

 
DOMINICA/DOMINIQUE 
 

Lloyd PASCAL 
Head, Environmental Coordinating Unit 
Roseau Fisheries Complex Building 
Dame M. Eugenia Charles Blvd. 
Roseau, Commonwealth of Dominica 
West Indies 
Phone: +767 448 2401 ext.3456 
Fax: +767 448 4577 
E-mail: agriext@cwdom.dm 

 
Andrew MAGLOIRE 
Chief Fisheries Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture and Environment 
Roseau 

 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC/RÉPUBLIQUE 
DOMINICAINE/REPÚBLICA 
DOMINICANA 
 

Don Mario ARVELO CAAMAÑO 
Representante Permanente ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República Dominicana 
Via Pisanelli, 1/int. 8 
00196 Roma, Italia 
Phone: +39 06 36004377 
Fax: +39 06 36004380 
E-mail: rdfao@rdfao.com 

 
ECUADOR/ÉQUATEUR 
 

Iván Prieto BOWEN 
Economista 
Subsecretario de Recursos Pesqueros 
Ministerio de Comercio Exterior,  
   Industrialización, Pesca y 
Avs. Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, piso 1 
Quito 
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Emilio Rafael IZQUIERDO MIÑO 
Representante Permanente ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República del Ecuador 
Via Antonio Bertoloni, 8 
00197 Roma, Italia 
Phone: +39 06 45439007 
Fax: +39 06 8076271 
E-mail: mecuroma@ecuador.it 

 
Patricia BORJA 
Representante Permanente Alterno 
   ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República del Ecuador 
Via Antonio Bertoloni, 8 
00197 Roma, Italia 
Phone: +39 06 45439007 
Fax: +39 06 8076271 
E-mail: mecuroma@ecuador.it 

 
EGYPT/ÉGYPTE/EGIPTO 
 

Helmy BEDEIR 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
Via Salaria, 267  
(Villa Savoia) 
00199 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 8440191 
Fax: +39 06 8554424 
E-mail: ambegi@hotmail.com 

 
Maryam Ahmed Moustafa MOUSSA 
Deputy Permanent Representative 
   to FAO 
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
Via Salaria, 267 
(Villa Savoia) 
00199 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 8440191 
Fax: +39 06 8554424 
E-mail: ambegi@hotmail.com 

 
Yasser Abdel Rahman SOROUR 
Alternate Permanent Representative 
   to FAO 
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
Via Salaria, 267 (Villa Savoia) 
00199 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 8440191 
Fax: +39 06 8554424 
E-mail: ambegi@hotmail.com 

EL SALVADOR 
 

José Roberto ANDINO SALAZAR 
Embajador de El Salvador en Italia 
Embajada de la República de El Salvador 
Via Gualtiero Castellini, 13 
00197 Roma, Italia 
Phone: +39 06 8076605 
Fax: +39 06 8079726 
E-mail: embasalvaroma@iol.it 

 
Manuel Fermín OLIVA 
Director General del Centro de Desarrollo  
   de la Pesca y la Acuicultura 
CENDEPESCA 
Final 1a. Av Mte y 13 c.ote 
Av. Manuel Gallardo, Santa Tecla 
Phone: +503 2280034 
Fax: +503 2280074 
E-mail: moliva@mag.gob.sv 

 
María Eulalia JIMÉNEZ DE MOCHI  
   ONORI 
Ministro Consejero 
Representante Permanente Adjunto  
   ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de El Salvador 
Via Gualtiero Castellini, 13 
00197 Roma, Italia 
Phone: +39 06 8076605 
Fax: +39 06 8079726 
E-mail: embasalvaroma@iol.it 

 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA/ 
GUINÉE ÉQUATORIALE/ 
GUINEA ECUATORIAL 
 

Vicente RODRIGUEZ SIOSA 
Vice-Ministro  
Ministerio de Pesca y Medio Ambiente 
Calle La Ronda 51-5 
Malabo (BiokoNorte) 
Phone: +240 092119 
Fax: +240 092905 
E-mail: vicentesiosa@yahoo.es 

 
Jose Bikoro EKO ADA 
Tecnico de Pesca 
Ministerio de Pesca y Medio Ambiente  
C/Africa n.4 
Malabo 
Phone: +240 274391 092556 
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ERITREA/ÉRYTHRÉE 
 

Yohannes TENSUE 
Alternate Permanent Representative 
   to FAO 
Embassy of Eritrea 
Via Boncompagni, 16 
00187 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 42741293 
Fax: +39 06 42086806 
E-mail: segreteria@embassyoferitrea.it 

 
ESTONIA/ESTONIE 
 

Ain SOOME 
Director of Fishery Resources Department 
Ministry of the Environment 
Narva Road 7a 
15172 Tallinn 
Phone: +372 6260 710 
Fax: +372 6260 711 
E-mail: ain.soome@ekm.envir.ee 

 
Lauri VAARJA 
Counsellor of the Minister for Fisheries 
Ministry of the Environment 
Narva Road 7a 
15172 Tallinn 

 
Ilmar MÄNDMETS 
Counsellor 
Permanent Representative of the Republic  
   of  Estonia to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Estonia 
Viale Liegi, 28 
00198 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 8440751 
Fax: +39 06 844075119 
E-mail: ilmar.mandmets@estemb.it 

 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY (MEMBER 
ORGANIZATION)/COMMUNAUTÉ 
EUROPÉENNE (ORGANISATION 
MEMBRE)/COMUNIDAD EUROPEA 
(ORGANIZACIÓN MIEMBRO) 
 

Serge BESLIER 
Chef d'Unité  
"Politique internationale et droit de la mer" 
Direction générale de la pêche 
Commission européenne 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Bruxelles 

Friedrich WIELAND 
Chef d'Unité 
"Organisation commune des marchés et   
   commerce" 
Direction générale de la pêche 
Commission européenne 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Bruxelles 

 
Constantin VAMVAKAS 
Chef d'Unité 
"Aquaculture, transformation,  
   commercialisation" 
Direction générale de la pêche 
Commission européenne 
Rue Joseph II, 99 
BE-1000 Bruxelles 
Phone: +32 2 295 57 84 
Fax: +32 2 296 83 79 
E-mail: constantin.vamvakas@cec.eu.int 

 
Fuensanta CANDELA CASTILLO 
Administrateur principal 
"Politique internationale et droit de la mer" 
Direction générale de la pêche 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Bruxelles 
Phone: +32 2 295 7753 
Fax: +32 2 295 5700 
E-mail: maria.candela-castillo@cec.eu.int 

 
Michael KOEHLER 
Chef adjoint du Cabinet de M. Boerg 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Bruxelles 

 
Jean Pierre Henri VERGINE 
"Organisation commune des marchés et  
   commerce" 
Administrateur principal 
Direction générale de la pêche 
Commission européenne 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Bruxelles 

 
Véronique ANGOT 
Administrateur 
"Organisation commune des marchés et  
   commerce" 
Direction générale de la pêche 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Bruxelles 
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Fabrizio DONATELLA 
Administrateur 
"Accords bilatéraux" 
Direction générale de la pêche 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Bruxelles 

 
Jean WEISSENBERGER 
"Environnement et santé" 
Direction générale de la pêche et des  
   affaires maritimes 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Bruxelles 
Phone: +32 2 295 7572 
Fax: +32 2 298 4489 
E-mail: jean.weissenberger@cec.eu.int 

 
Robert E. J. THOMAS 
Administrateur 
"Agriculture, pêche, mesures sanitaires et  
   phytosanitaires, biotechnologie" 
Direction générale du commerce 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Bruxelles 

 
Norbert PROBST 
"Environnement et développement rural" 
Direction générale du développement 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Bruxelles 

 
Carlos BERROZPE 
"Accords environnementaux et commerce" 
Direction générale de l'environnement 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Bruxelles 

 
Maryse COUTSOURADIS 
Représentant permanent adjoint auprès de  
   la FAO 
Délégation de la Commission européenne   
   auprès de la FAO 
Via IV Novembre, 149 
00187 Rome, Italie 

 
FIJI/FIDJI 
 

Seremaia T. CAVUILATI 
Ambassador of Fiji to the Kingdom of  
   Belgium 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
   Brussels 
Embassy of the Republic of the Fiji Islands  
92-94 Square Plasky  
1030 Brussels, Belgium 

FINLAND/FINLANDE/FINLANDIA 
 

Seppo HAVU 
Director-General 
Department of Fisheries and Game 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Mariankatu 23 
POBox 30 
FIN 00023, Helsinki 
Phone: +358 9 16053360 
Fax: +358 9 160524185 
E-mail: seppo.havu@mmm.fi 

 
Markku ARO 
Counsellor of Fisheries 
Department of Fisheries and Game 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Mariankatu 23 
PO Box 30 
FIN 00023, Helsinki 
Phone: +358 9 1605 3361 
Fax: +358 9 1605 2640 
E-mail: markku.aro@mmm.fi 

 
Kaisa KARTTUNEN 
Counsellor (Agriculture) 
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Finland 
Via Lisbona, 3 
00198 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 852231/85223318 
Fax: +39 06 8540362 
E-mail: sanomat.roo@formin.fi 

 
FRANCE/FRANCIA 
 

François GAUTHIEZ 
Sous-Directeur du Département des pêches 
Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'alimentation,  
   de la pêche et de la ruralité 
78, rue de Varenne 
Paris 
Phone: +33 1 49558231 
Fax: +33 1 49558200 
E-mail: 
francois.gauthiez@agriculture.gouv.fr 

 
Daniel SILVESTRE 
Chargé de mission au Secrétariat général  
   de la mer 
16 Boulevard Raspail  
75007 Paris 
Phone: +33 1 53634153 
Fax: +33 1 53634178 
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Jean-Louis KROMER 
Chargé de mission pour les ressources  
   halieutiques 
Direction générale de la coopération  
   internationale et du développement  
Ministère des affaires étrangères 
20, rue Monsieur 75007 
Paris 
Phone: +33 01 53693147 
Fax: +33 01 53693335 
E-mail: jean-louis.kromer@diplomatie.fr 

 
Laurence PETITGUILLAUME 
Chargée de mission  
Ministère de l'écologie et du  
   développement durable 
20 avenue de Segur 
75302 Paris 07 SP 
Phone: +33 142192021 
 
Patrick PRUVOT 
Secrétaire général  
Comité interministériel pour l'agriculture 
   et l'alimentation 
2, Boulevard Diderot 
75572 Paris Cedex 12 
Phone: +33 1 44871600 
Fax: +33 1 44871604 
E-mail: patrick.pruvot@sgci.finances.gou.fr 

 
Philippe GROS 
Responsable des ressources halieutiques 
IFREMER 
BP 70 
29280 Plouzané 
Phone: +33 2 98224337 
Fax:  +33 2 98 224555 
E-mail: philippe.gros@ifremer.fr 

 
Claire GAUDOT 
Représentant permanent suppléant  
   auprès de la FAO 
Représentation permanente de la France  
   auprès de l'OAA 
Corso del Rinascimento, 52 
00186 Rome, Italie 
Phone: +39 06 68405240 
Fax: +39 06 6892692 
E-mail: rpfrancefao@interbusiness.it 

 

GABON/GABÓN 
 

Georges MBA ASSEKO 
Chargé d'études au cabinet du Ministre 
Ministère de l'économie forestière, des  
   eaux, de la pêche et de l'environnement 
B.P. 9498 
Libreville 
Phone: +241 748992 / 721412 
Fax: +241 764602 
E-mail: gmbasseko@inef.ga 

 
Robert ONDOH MVE 
Directeur des pêches artisanales et  
   coordonnateur du PMEDP 
Ministère de l'économie forestière, des  
   eaux, de la pêche et de l'environnement 
Chargé de la protection de la nature 
B.P. 9498 
Libreville 
Phone: +241 768007 
Fax: +241 764602 
E-mail: ucn-gabon@assala.com 

 
Ivone Alves DIAS DA GRACA 
Représentant permanent adjoint  
   auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République gabonaise 
Via San Marino, 36-36A 
00198 Rome, Italie 
Phone: +39 06 85358970 
Fax: +39 06 8417278 
E-mail: ambassadedugabon@brutele.be 

 
Louis Stanislas CHARICAUTH 
Représentant permanent suppléant  
   auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République gabonaise 
Via San Marino, 36-36A 
00198 Rome, Italie 
Phone: +39 06 85358970 
Fax: +39 06 8417278 
E-mail: ls.charicauth@yahoo.fr 

 
GAMBIA/GAMBIE 
 

Nfamara J. DAMPHA 
Assistant Director of Fisheries 
Fisheries Department 
6 Marina Parade 
Banjul 
Phone: +220 4223373 
E-mail: jerro@Ganet.gm 
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GERMANY/ALLEMAGNE/ALEMANIA 
 

Markus BRILL 
Division 621 
Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection,  
   Food and Agriculture 
Berlin 

 
Ulrich FASSBENDER 
Assistant Head of Division 
Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection,  
   Food and Agriculture 
Rochusstrasse 1 
53123 Bonn 
Phone: +49 228 529 4373 
Fax: +49 228 529 4410 
E-mail: ulrich.fassbender@bmvel.bund.de 

 
Heiner THOFERN 
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Federal  
   Republic of Germany to FAO 
Via S. Martino della Battaglia, 4 
00185 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 49213280 
Fax: +39 06 49213281 
E-mail: mail2germanrepresentationfao.org 

 
GHANA 
 

Gladys ASMAH 
Minister for Fisheries 
Ministry of Fisheries 
PO Box M37 
Accra 

 
Kofi DSANE-SELBY 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Ghana 
Via Ostriana, 4 
00199 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 86219307 
Fax: +39 06 86325762 
E-mail: ghembrom@rdn.it 

 
Alfred Y. TETEBO 
Director of Fisheries 
Ministry of Fisheries 
PO Box M37 
Accra 
Phone: +233 21 772302 

Patricia A. MARKWEI 
Assistant Director 
Head of Marine Fisheries Management  
   Division 
Ministry of Fisheries 
PO Box M37 
Accra 
Phone: +233 21 772302 
Fax: +244 272791 
E-mail: patmark3@yahoo.com 

 
Kwaku NICOL 
Alternate Permanent Representative  
   to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Ghana 
Via Ostriana, 4 
00199 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 86219307 
Fax: +39 06 86325762 
E-mail: ghembrom@rdn.it 

 
GREECE/GRÈCE/GRECIA 
 

Emmanuel MANOUSSAKIS 
Alternate Permanent Representative  
   to FAO 
Embassy of Greece  
Viale G. Rossini, 4 
00198 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 8537551 
Fax: +39 06 85375503 
E-mail: gremroma@tin.it 

 
Angelina METAXATOS 
Biologist-Oceanographer 
Sea Fisheries Division 
Ministry of Rural Development and Food 
Acharnon Street 381, 11143 
Athens 

 
GRENADA/GRENADE/GRANADA 
 

Justin RENNIE 
Chief Fisheries Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry  
   and Fisheries 
Ministerial Complex/Tanteen 
St George's 
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GUATEMALA 
 

Francisco Eduardo BONIFAZ  
   RODRÍGUEZ 
Representante Permanente ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de Guatemala 
Via dei Colli della Farnesina, 128 
00194 Roma, Italia 
Phone: +39 06 36381143 
Fax: +39 06 3291639 
E-mail: embaguate.italia@tin.it 

 
Nicolas ACEVEDO 
Coordinador de Unipesca 
Ciudad de Guatemala 
Km. 22 Carretera al Pacífico 
 
Ileana RIVERA DE ANGOTTI 
Representante Permanente Alterno  
   ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de Guatemala  
   ante la Santa Sede 
Piazzale S. Gregorio VII, 65 
00165 Roma, Italia 
Phone: +39 06 6381632 
Fax: +39 06 39376981 
E-mail: embaguate.italia@tin.it 

 
Adelina VITERI FRASER 
Representante Permanente Alterno  
   ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de Guatemala 
Via dei Colli della Farnesina, 128 
00194 Roma, Italia 
Phone: +39 06 36381143 
Fax: +39 06 3291639 
E-mail: embaguate.italia@tin.it 

 
GUINEA/GUINÉE 
 

Ibrahima Sory TOURE 
Ministre de la pêche et de l'aquaculture 
B.P. 307 
Conakry 

 
El-Hadj Thierno Mamadou Cellou  
   DIALLO 
Représentant permanent auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République de Guinée 
Via Adelaide Ristori, 9b/13 
00197 Rome, Italie 
Phone: +39 06 8078989 
Fax: +39 06 8077588 

Abdourahim BAH 
Directeur national de la pêche maritime 
Ministère de la pêche et de l'aquaculture 
B.P. 307, Conakry 

 
Amadou Telivel DIALLO 
Directeur du port de pêche de Boulbinet 
Ministère de la pêche et de l'aquaculture 
B.P. 307, Conakry 
Phone: +224 43 0205 
Fax: +224 45 1926 
E-mail: ateliwel@yahoo.fr 

 
HAITI/HAÏTI/HAITÍ 
 

Eucher-Luc JOSEPH 
Représentant permanent adjoint de la   
   République d'Haïti auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République d'Haïti 
Via di Villa Patrizi, 7/7A 
00161 Rome, Italie 
Phone: +39 06 44254106 
Fax: +39 06 44254208 
E-mail: amb-haiti@tiscali.it 

 
Patrick SAINT-HILAIRE 
Représentant permanent suppléant de la   
   République d'Haïti auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République d'Haïti 
Via di Villa Patrizi, 7- 7A 
00161 Rome, Italie 
Phone: +39 06 44254106 
E-mail: amb-haiti@tiscali.it 

 
HONDURAS 
 
HUNGARY/HONGRIE/HUNGRÍA 
 

Károly PINTÉR 
Head of Fisheries Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural  
   Development 
Kossuth Lajos-tér 11 
1860 Budapest 55. PF 1 

 
Zoltán KÁLMÁN 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Hungary 
Via Luigi Lilio 59, C3 
00142 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 5190116 
Fax: +39 06 5032121 
E-mail: hufaorep@tiscali.it 



 40

ICELAND/ISLANDE/ISLANDIA 
 

Arni M. MATHIESEN 
Minister for Fisheries 
Ministry of Fisheries 
Skulagata 4 
IS-150 Reykjavik 

 
Gunnar PALSSON 
Ambassador 
Director of the Department of Natural  
   Resources and Environmental Affairs 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Raudararstigur 25 
IS-150 Reykjavik 
Phone: +354 545 9900 
Fax: +354 562 2373/86 
E-mail: gunnar.palsson@utn.stjr.is 

 
Sveinn A. BJORNSSON 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
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E-mail: nittoro@jdsta.or.jp 
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E-mail: amb.mauritania.rome@tiscali.it 

 
Marièm Mint Mohamed AHMEDOU 
Représentant permanent suppléant  
   auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République islamique de  
   Mauritanie 
Via Paisiello, 26 int.5 
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4th Floor, L.I.C.I. Centre 
Port Louis 
Phone: + 230 211 2470 75 
Fax: +230 208 1929 

Denis CANGY 
Consul General 
Consulate of Mauritius 
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Fax: +39 06 4403876 
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PO Box CY 140 
Causeway, Harare 
Phone: +263 4 792786 9 
Fax: +263 4 724914 
E-mail: natparks@africaonline.co.zw 

 
Michael Muchenje NYERE 
Alternate Permanent Representative  
   to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Zimbabwe 
Via Virgilio, 8 
00193 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +3906 68308282 
Fax: +39 06 68308324 
E-mail: zimrome-wolit@tiscalinet.it 

 
OBSERVERS FROM FAO MEMBER 

NATIONS/ 
OBSERVATEURS D'ÉTATS MEMBRES 

DE LA FAO/ 
OBSERVADORES DE LOS ESTADOS 

MIEMBROS DE LA FAO 
 
 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE 
CONGO/RÉPUBLIQUE 
DÉMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO/ 
REPÚBLICA DEMOCRÁTICA DEL 
CONGO 
 

Innocent MOKOSA MANDENDE 
Représentant permanent adjoint  
   auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République démocratique  
   du Congo 
Via Barberini, 3 
00187 Rome, Italie 
Phone: +39 06 42010779 
Fax: +39 06 42010779 
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GUINEA-BISSAU/GUINÉE-BISSAU 
 

Malal SANÉ 
Coordonnateur des Services de  
   fiscalisation maritime 
Ministère de la pêche 
Av. Amilcar Cabral 
Bissau 

 
Marinho INDAMI INTUNDA 
Inspecteur des pêches 
Technicien de la FISCAP 
Ministère de la pêche 
Av. Amilcar Cabral 
Bissau 

 
MOZAMBIQUE 
 

Francisco Elias Paulo CIGARRO 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic 
    of Mozambique 
Via Filippo Corridoni, 14 
00195 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 37514852 
Fax: +39 06 37514699 
E-mail: 
segreteria@ambasciatamozambico.it 

 
Carla E. MUCAVI 
Alternate Permanent Representative  
   to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic 
    of Mozambique 
Via Filippo Corridoni, 14 
00195 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 37514852 
Fax: +39 06 37514699 
E-mail: 
segreteria@ambasciatamozambico.it 

 
SOMALIA/SOMALIE 
 

Abdulkadir NUR ARALE 
Deputy Minister of Fisheries and Marine  
   Resources 

 
 

OBSERVERS FROM UNITED NATIONS 
MEMBER STATES/ 

OBSERVATEURS D'ÉTATS MEMBRES 
DES NATIONS UNIES/ 

OBSERVADORES DE LOS ESTADOS 
MIEMBROS DE LAS NACIONES 

UNIDAS 
 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION/FÉDÉRATION 
DE RUSSIE/FEDERACIÓN DE RUSIA 
 

Stanislav ILIYASOV 
Head of the Federal Agency for Fisheries 
Rozhdestvensky blvd. 12 
103031 Moscow 
Phone: +7 095 928273/1296 
Fax: +7 095 9213463 

 
Alexander TITARENKO 
Permanent Observer to FAO 
Embassy of the Russian Federation 
Via Gaeta, 5 
00185 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 4941680/1/4941649 
Fax: +39 06 491031 
E-mail: Ambrus@flashnet.it 

 
Nikolay RUBTSOV 
Alternate Permanent Observer to FAO 
Embassy of the Russian Federation 
Via Gaeta, 5 
00185 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 4941680/1/4941649 
Fax: +39 06 491031 
E-mail: Ambrus@flashnet.it 

 
Kamil BEKYASHEV 
Counsellor 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Division for Cooperation with International  
   Organizations 
Orlikov per., 1/11 
Moscow 
Phone: +7 095 207 88 68 
E-mail: info@drp.mcx.ru 
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HOLY SEE/ 

SAINT-SIÈGE/ 
SANTA SEDE 

 
Renato VOLANTE 
The Right Reverend Monsignor 
Permanent Observer to FAO 
Vatican City 

 
Vincenzo BUONOMO 
Alternate Observer to FAO 
Vatican CIty 

 
Lelio BERNARDI 
Adviser 
Vatican City 
 
Giovanni TEDESCO 
Adviser 
Vatican City 

 
REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED 

NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED 
AGENCIES/ 

REPRÉSENTANTS DES NATONS UNIES 
ET DES INSTITUTIONS 

SPÉCIALISÉES/ 
REPRESENTANTES DE LAS NACIONES 

UNIDAS Y DE ORGANISMOS 
ESPECIALIZADOS 

 
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR 
ORGANIZATION/ORGANISATION 
INTERNATIONALE DU 
TRAVAIL/ORGANIZACIÓN 
INTERNACIONAL DEL TRABAJO 

 
Brandt WAGNER 
Sectoral Activities Department 
International Labour Organization 
4 route Des Morillons 
CH-1211 Geneva 22 
Switzerland 
Phone: +41 22 799 7008 
Fax: +41 22 799 7050 

 
SECRETARIAT OF THE CONVENTION 
ON THE CONSERVATION OF 
MIGRATORY SPECIES OF WILD 
ANIMALS (CMS) OR BONN 
CONVENTION (UNEP/CMS)/  
SECRÉTARIAT DE LA CONVENTION 
SUR LA CONSERVATION DES ESPÈCES 
MIGRATRICES APPARTENANT À LA 
FAUNE SAUVAGE OU CONVENTION 
DE BONN/CONVENCIÓN SOBRE LA 
CONSERVACIÓN DE LAS ESPECIES 
MIGRATORIAS DE ANIMALES 
SILVESTRES (CMS) O CONVENCIÓN 
DE BONN 
 

Douglas HYKLE 
Co-ordinator/Senior Advisor 
Convention on Migratory Species 
IOSEA Marine Turtle MoU Secretariat 
c/o UNEP Regional Office for Asia 
   and the Pacific 
10th Floor, United Nations Building 
Rajdamnern Ave. 
10200 Bangkok 
Thailand 
Phone: +66 2 288 1471 
Fax: +66 2 280 3829 
E-mail: iosea@un.org 

 
UNITED NATIONS/ORGANISATION 
DES NATIONS UNIES/ORGANIZACIÓN 
DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 
 

Vladimir GOLITSYN 
Director 
Division for Ocean Affairs  
   and the Law of the Sea 
Office of Legal Affairs 
United Nations, Headquarters 
New York, NY 10017 
United States of America 
Phone: +1 212 963 1234 
Fax: +1 212 963 4879 
E-mail: Golitsyn@un.org 
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UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT 
PROGRAMME/PROGRAMME DES 
NATIONS UNIES POUR 
L'ENVIRONNEMENT/PROGRAMA DE 
LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL 
MEDIO AMBIENTE 
 

Anja-Katharina VON MOLTKE 
Economics Affairs Officer 
Economics and Trade Branch 
Division of Technology, Industry 
   and Economics (UNEP) 
International Environment House 
15, chemin des Anémones 
CH-1219 Châtelaine, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 22 917 8137 
Fax: +41 22 917 8076 
E-mail: anja.moltke@unep.ch 

 
UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION/ 
ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES 
POUR LE DÉVELOPPEMENT 
INDUSTRIEL/ORGANIZACIÓN DE LAS 
NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL 
DESARROLLO INDUSTRIAL 
 

Ahmed BEN BRAHIM 
Director 
Agro-Industries and Sectoral Support  
   Branch (UNIDO) 
Vienna International Centre 
PO Box 300 
A-1400 Vienna, Austria 
Phone: +431 260 26 3853 
Fax: +431 269 26 69 
E-mail: a.ben-brahim@unido.org 

 
WORLD BANK/BANQUE MONDIALE/ 
BANCO MUNDIAL 
 

Kieran KELLEHER 
Senior Fisheries Specialist 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
    Department 
The World Bank 
International Bank for Reconstruction 
    and Development 
1818 H Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20433 
United States of America 
Phone: +1 202 473 1000/9180 
Fax: +1 202 477 6391 
E-mail: kkelleher@worldbank.org 

Lidvard GRONNEVET 
Senior Fishers Specialist 
Environment Department 
The World Bank  
International Bank for Reconstruction 
    and Development 
International Development Association 
1818 H Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20433 
United States of America 
Phone: +1 202 473 5672 
Fax: +1 202 522 0367 
E-mail: lgronnevet@worldbank.org 

 
Eriko HOSHINO 
Consultant 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
Department 
The World Bank 
1818 H. Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20433 
United States of America 

 
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION/ 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DU 
COMMERCE/ORGANIZACIÓN 
MUNDIAL DEL COMERCIO 
 

Christina SCHRODER 
Counsellor 
Agriculture and Commodities Division 
Centre William Rappard 
Rue de Lausanne 154 
Case postale CH-1211 
Genève 21 
Switzerland 
Phone: +41 22 739 5247 
Fax: +41 22 739 5760 
E-mail: christina.schroder@wto.org 
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OBSERVERS FROM 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS/ 

OBSERVATEURS D'ORGANISATIONS 
INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES/ 

OBSERVADORES DE LAS 
ORGANIZACIONES 

INTERGUBERNAMENTALES 
 

BAY OF BENGAL PROGRAMME 
 

Yugraj YADAVA 
Director 
BOBP-IGO 
91 St Mary's Road 
Abhiramapuram 
Chennai 600018 
Tamil Nadu 
India 
Phone: + 91 4424936188 
Fax: + 91 4424936102 
E-mail: bobpysy@md2.vsnl.net.in 
 

CENTRE FOR MARKETING 
INFORMATION AND ADVISORY 
SERVICES FOR FISHERY PRODUCTS 
IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN/CENTRE POUR LES 
SERVICES D'INFORMATION ET DE 
CONSULTATION SUR LA 
COMMERCIALISATION DES 
PRODUITS DE LA PÊCHE EN 
AMÉRIQUE LATINE ET DANS LES 
CARAÏBES/CENTRO PARA LOS 
SERVICIOS DE INFORMACIÓN Y 
ASESORAMIENTO SOBRA LA 
COMERCIALIZACIÓN DE LOS 
PRODUCTOS PESQUEROS EN 
AMÉRICA LATINA Y EL CARIBE 
 

Roland WIEFELS 
Director 
Julio Herrera y Obes 1296 
11.200 Montevideo 
Uruguay 
Phone: +598 2 9028701 
Fax: +598 2 902 8702 
E-mail: roland.wiefels@ infopesca.org 

 

 
CENTRE FOR MARKETING 
INFORMATION AND ADVISORY 
SERVICES FOR FISHERY PRODUCTS 
IN THE ARAB REGION/CENTRE 
D'INFORMATION ET DE CONSEIL SUR 
LA COMMERCIALISATION DES 
PRODUITS DE LA PÊCHE DANS LES 
PAYS ARABES/CENTRO PARA LOS 
SERVICIOS DE INFORMACIÓN Y 
ASESORAMIENTO SOBRE LA 
COMERCIALIZACIÓN DE LOS 
PRODUCTOS PESQUEROS EN LA 
REGIÓN ÁRABE 
 

Abdellatif BELKOUCH 
Managing Director 
Centre for Marketing Information and 
Advisory Services for Fishery Products 
    in the Arab Region 
INFOSAMAK 
71, Bd Rahal El Meskini 
20000 Casablanca 
Morocco 
Phone: +212 22540856/22440386 
Fax: +212 22540855 
E-mail: belkouch@onp.co.ma 
     infosamak@onp.co.ma 
 

COMMISSION ÉCONOMIQUE DU 
BÉTAIL, DE LA VIANDE ET DES 
RESSOURCES HALIEUTIQUES 
 

Benjamin DIRA 
Directeur général 
Commission économique du bétail, de la 
    viande et des ressources halieutiques 
B.P. 665 
N'Jamena 
Tchad 
Phone: +235 520138 
Fax: +235 520138 
E-mail: oba_opi@yahoo.fr 
 
Gabriel N'GOMA 
Expert principal en pêche 
Commission économique du bétail, de la 
    viande et des ressources halieutiques 
B.P. 665 
N'Jamena 
Tchad 
Phone: +235 276805 
Fax: +235 276805 
E-mail: ngoma_gabriel@yahoo.fr 
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COMMISSION FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF ANTARCTIC 
MARINE LIVING RESOURCES/ 
COMMISSION POUR LA 
CONSERVATION DE LA FAUNE ET DE 
LA FLORE MARINES DE 
L'ANTARCTIQUE/COMISIÓN PARA LA 
CONSERVACIÓN DE LOS RECURSOS 
MARINOS VIVOS DEL ANTÁRTICO 
 

Denzil G.M. MILLER 
Executive Secretary 
CCAMLR 
POBox 213 
North Hobart, Tasmanias 7002 
Australia 
Phone: + 61 3 6231 0366 
Fax: +61 3 6234 9965 
E-mail: denzil@ccamlr.org 
 

COMMISSION FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF SOUTHERN 
BLUEFIN TUNA/COMMISSION POUR 
LA CONSERVATION DU THON ROUGE 
DU SUD/COMISIÓN PARA LA 
CONSERVACIÓN DEL ATÚN DEL SUR 
 

Brian MACDONALD 
Executive Secretary 
Commission for the Conservation of 
Southern Bluefin Tuna 
PO Box 37 
Deakin West ACT 2600 
Unit I, JAA House 
19 Napier Close Deakin 
Australia 
Phone: +61 2 6282 8396 
Fax: +61 2 6282 8407 
E-mail: bmacdonald@ccsbt.org 

 
COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT/ 
SECRÉTARIAT POUR LES PAYS DU 
COMMONWEALTH/SECRETARÍA DEL 
COMMONWEALTH 
 

Semisi T. FAKAHAU 
Chief Programme Officer 
Special Advisory Services Division 
Commonwealth Secretariat 
Malborough house, Pall Mall 
London SW1Y 5HX, United Kingdom 
Phone: +44 20 7747 6300 
Fax: +44 20 7747 6307 
E-mail: www.thecommonwealth.org 

CONFÉRENCE MINISTÉRIELLE SUR 
LA COOPÉRATION HALIEUTIQUE 
ENTRE LES ÉTATS AFRICAINS 
RIVERAINS DE L'OCÉAN 
ATLANTIQUE 
 

Amar DAHMANI 
Secrétaire permanent 
Secrétariat permanent 
COMHAFAT 
Rabat, Maroc 

 
EUROFISH 
 

Victor HJORT 
Director 
EUROFISH 
H.C. Andersens Boulevard 44-46 
DK-1553 Copenhagen V 
Denmark 
Phone: +45 333 777 68 
Fax: +45 333 777 56 
E-mail: victor.hjort@eurofish.dk 

 
GENERAL FISHERIES COMMISSION 
FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN/ 
COMMISSION GÉNÉRALE DES 
PÊCHES POUR LA MÉDITERRANÉE 
 

Alain BONZON 
Executive Secretary 
GFCM 
FAO Headquarters 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 57056441 
Fax: +39 06 57056500 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA 
COMMISSION/COMMISSION 
INTERAMÉRICAINE DU THON 
TROPICAL/COMISIÓN 
INTERAMERICANA DEL ATÚN 
TROPICAL 
 

Robin ALLEN 
Director 
IATTC 
8604 La Jolla Shores Drive 
La Jolla CA 92037-1508 
United States of America 
Phone: +1 858 546 7100 
Fax: +1 858 546 7133 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATION FOR MARKETING 
INFORMATION AND COOPERATION 
SERVICES FOR FISHERY PRODUCTS 
IN AFRICA/ORGANISATION 
INTERGOUVERNEMENTALE 
D'INFORMATION ET DE 
COOPÉRATION POUR LA 
COMMERCIALISATION DES 
PRODUITS DE LA PÊCHE EN AFRIQUE/ 
ORGANIZACIÓN INTER-
GUBERNAMENTAL DE INFORMACIÓN 
Y COOPERACIÓN PARA LA 
COMERCIALIZACIÓN DE LOS 
PRODUCTOS PESQUEROS EN ÁFRICA 
 

Amadou TALL 
Director (INFOPECHE) 
01 B.P.1747 
Abidjan 01, Cote d' Ivoire 
Phone: + 225 20 213 198 
Fax: + 225 20 218 054 
E-mail: infopeche@africaonline.co.ci 

 
Erik HEMPEL 
Team Leader 
Kenya House 
Robert Mugabe Ave 
PO Box 23523 
Namibia 
Phone: + 264 61 279430 
Fax: +264 61 279 434 
E-mail: erik.hempel@infosa.org.na 

 
Luc Konassi KOFFI 
President (INFOPÊCHE) 
01 B.P.1747 
Abidjan 01, Cote d' Ivoire 

 
INTERNATIONAL BALTIC SEA 
FISHERY COMMISSION/COMMISSION 
INTERNATIONALE DES PÊCHES DE LA 
BALTIQUE/COMISIÓN 
INTERNACIONAL DE PESCA DEL MAR 
BÁLTICO 
 

Walter RANKE 
Secretary (IBSFC) 
20, Hoza 
00-528 Warsaw, Poland 
Phone: +48 22 628 86 47 
Fax: +48 22 625 33 72 
E-mail: ibsfc@ibsfc.x.pl 

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 
THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC 
TUNAS/COMMISSION INTERNA-
TIONALE POUR LA CONSERVATION 
DES THONIDÉS DE L'ATLANTIQUE/ 
COMISIÓN INTERNACIONAL PARA LA 
CONSERVACIÓN DEL ATÚN DEL 
ATLÁNTICO 
 

Driss MESKI 
Executive Secretary (ICCAT) 
Corazón de María 8 
28002 Madrid, Spain 
Phone: +34 91 416 56 00 
Fax: +34 91 415 26 12 
E-mail: driss.meski@iccat.es 

 
Victor RESTREPO 
Assistant Executive Secretary (ICCAT) 
Corazón de Maria 
28002 Madrid, Spain 

 
LAKE VICTORIA FISHERIES 
ORGANIZATION/ORGANISATION DES 
PÊCHES DU LAC VICTORIA/ 
ORGANIZACIÓN PESQUERA PARA EL 
LAGO VICTORIA 
 

Thomas W. MAEMBE 
Executive Secretary 
LVFO (The East African Community) 
Plot No.2 Oboja Rd & 28 Kisinja Rd 
PO Box 1625 
Jinja, Uganda 
Phone: +256 43 120205/6 
Fax: +256 43 123123 
E-mail: lvfo-sec@lvfo.org  

 
LATIN AMERICAN ORGANIZATION 
FOR FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT/ 
ORGANISATION LATINO-
AMÉRICAINE DE DÉVELOPPEMENT 
DES PÊCHES/ORGANIZACIÓN 
LATINOAMERICANA DE 
DESARROLLO PESQUERO 
 

Angel RIVERA-BENAVIDES 
Director-Ejecutivo (OLDEPESCA) 
Av. Petit Thouars 115 
Lima 1, Peru 
Phone: +511 3308741/3322480 
Fax: +511 3322480 
E-mail: aivec@oldepesca.org 
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LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES/ 
LIGUE DES ÉTATS ARABES/ 
LIGA DE LOS ESTADOS ÁRABES 
 

Fathi ABU ABED 
Counsellor 
Via Nomentana, 1133 
Rome 
Italy 
Phone: +39 06 44249994 
Fax: +39 06 44119915 
E-mail: info@legaaraba.org 

 
NETWORK OF AQUACULTURE 
CENTRES IN ASIA AND PACIFIC 
REGION/RÉSEAU DE CENTRES 
D'AQUACULTURE D'ASIE ET DU 
PACIFIQUE/RED DE CENTROS DE 
ACUICULTURA EN ASIA Y EL 
PACÍFICO 
 

Pedro B. BUENO 
Director-General 
Suraswadi Building 
Department of Fisheries 
Kasetsart University Campus 
Ladyao, Jatujak 
Bangkok 10900 
Thailand 
Phone: +66 2 561 1728 
Fax: +66 2 561 1727 
E-mail: pedro.bueno@enaca.org 

 
NORDIC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS/ 
CONSEIL NORDIQUE DES MINISTRES/ 
CONSEJO NÓRDICO DE MINISTROS/ 
 

Asmundur GUDJONSSON 
Senior Adviser 
Nordic Council of Ministers 
St. Strandstraede 18 
1255 Kobenhavn K 
Denmark 
Phone: +45 33960255 
E-mail: ag@norden.org 

 

 
NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC FISHERIES 
COMMISSION/COMMISSION DES 
PÊCHES DE L'ATLANTIQUE NORD-
EST/COMISIÓN DE PESQUERÍAS DEL  
ATLÁNTICO NORDESTE 
 

Kjartan HOYDAL 
Secretary 
NEAFC 
22 Berners Street 
London W1T 3DY 
United Kingdom 
Phone: +44 20 7631 0016 
Fax: +44 20 7636 9225 
E-mail: info@neafc.org 

 
NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES 
ORGANIZATION/ORGANISATION DES 
PÊCHES DE L'ATLANTIQUE NORD-
OUEST/ORGANIZACION DE 
PESQUERÍAS DEL ATLÁNTICO 
NOROESTE 
 

Johanne FISCHER 
Executive Secretary 
2 Morris Drive 
PO Box 638 
Dartmouth 
Nova Scotia 
B2Y 3Y9 
Canada 
Phone: +1 902 468 5590 
Fax: +1 902 468 5538 
E-mail: info@nafo.int 

 
Antonio VAZQUEZ 
Vice-Chair 
NAFO Scientific Council 
PO Box 638  
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia B2Y 3Y9 
Canada 
Phone: +1 902 468 5590 
Fax: +1 902 458 5538 
E-mail: info@nafo.int  
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PERMANENT SOUTH PACIFIC 
COMMISSION/COMMISSION 
PERMANENTE DU PACIFIQUE SUD/ 
COMISIÓN PERMANENTE DEL 
PACÍFICO SUR 
 

Gonzalo PEREIRA PUCHY 
Secretary General (CPPS) 
Edificio Inmaral, 1er piso 
Av. Carlos Julio Arosemana, km.3 
Guayaquil, Ecuador 
Phone: +593 4 2221202 
Fax: +593 4 2221201 
E-mail: subsecre@cpps-int.org 

 
Ulises MUNAYLLA 
Director of Scientific Affairs 
Edificio Inmaral, 1er piso 
Av. Carlos Julio Arosemana, km.3 
Guayaquil, Ecuador 
Phone: +593 4 2221202 
E-mail: dircient@cpps-int.org 

 
Alfonso JALIL 
Director of Economic Affairs 
Edificio Inmaral, 1er piso 
Av. Carlos Julio Arosemana, km.3 
Guayaquil, Ecuador 
Phone: +593 4 2221202 
Fax: +593 4 2221201 
E-mail: direcono@cpps-int.org 

 
SECRETARIAT OF THE CONVENTION 
ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN 
ENDANGERED SPECIES OF WILD 
FAUNA AND FLORA/SECRÉTARIAT DE 
LA CONVENTION SUR LE COMMERCE 
INTERNATIONAL DES ESPÈCES DE 
FAUNE ET DE FLORE SAUVAGES 
MENACÉES D'EXTINCTION/ 
CONVENCIÓN SOBRE EL COMERCIO 
INTERNACIONAL DE ESPECIES 
AMENAZADAS DE FAUNA Y FLORA 
SILVESTRES 

 
Marceil YEATER 
Chief, Legislation and Compliance Unit 
Secretariat of CITES 
Internatiomal Environment House 
Chemin des Anémones 
1219 Châtelaine, Geneva 
Phone: +41 22 9178464 
Fax: + 41 22 7973417 
E-mail: marceil.yeater@unep.ch 

SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC 
COMMUNITY/SECRÉTARIAT DE LA 
COMMUNAUTÉ DU PACIFIQUE/ 
SECRETARÍA DE LA COMUNIDAD 
DEL PACÍFICO 

 
Tim ADAMS 
Director 
Marine Resources Division 
Secretariat of the Pacific Community 
BP D5 
98848, Noumea Cedex, New Caledonia 
Phone: +687 26 20 00 
Fax: +687 26 38 18 
E-mail: tima@spc.int 

 
Michel BLANC 
Fisheries Training Adviser 
Secretariat of the Pacific Community 
BP D5 
98848, Noumea Cedex, New Caledonia 
Phone: +687 26 20 00 
Fax: +687 26 38 18 
E-mail: michelbl@spc.int 

 
SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM FISHERIES 
AGENCY/ORGANISME DES PÊCHES 
DU FORUM DU PACIFIQUE SUD/ 
ORGANISMO DE PESCA DEL FORO 
PARA EL PACÍFICO SUR 
 

Teo FELETI 
Director 
Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency 
PO Box 629 
Honiara, Solomon Islands 
Phone: 677 21124 
Fax: 677 23995 
E-mail: info@ffa.int  

 
SOUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERIES 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER/CENTRE DE 
DÉVELOPPEMENT DES PÊCHES DE 
L'ASIE DU SUD-EST/CENTRO DE 
DESARROLLO DE LA PESCA EN ASIA 
SUDORIENTAL 
 

Yasuhisa KATO 
Special Advisor 
SEAFDEC Secretariat 
PO Box 1046 Kasetsart Post Office 
Bangkok 10903, Thailand 
Phone: +662 940 6326/7/8/9 
Fax: +662 940 6336 
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Suriyan VICHITLEKARN 
Policy and Program Coordinator 
SEAFDEC Secretariat 
PO Box 1046  
Kasetsart Post Office 
Bangkok 10903 
Thailand 
Phone: +662 940 6326/7/8/9 
Fax: +662 940 6336 

 
SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 
COMMUNITY/COMMUNAUTÉ DU 
DÉVELOPPEMENT DE L'AFRIQUE 
AUSTRALE/COMUNIDAD PARA EL 
DESARROLLO DEL ÁFRICA 
MERIDIONAL 
 

Sandy DAVIES 
Fisheries Adviser 
Private Page 0095 
Gaborone 
Botswana 
Phone: +267 71559766 
Fax: +267 3926290 
E-mail: sdavies@sadc.int      

 
SUB-REGIONAL COMMISSION ON 
FISHERIES/COMMISSION SOUS-
RÉGIONALE DES PÊCHES/COMISIÓN 
SUBREGIONAL DE PESCA 
 

Amadou Cire KANE 
Permanent Secretary 
SRCF (CSRP) 
Km 10 Boulevard du Centenaire 
    de la Commune de Dakar 
B.P. 20505 Dakar 
Senegal 
Phone: +221 834 5580 
Fax: +221 834 4413 
E-mail: csrp@sentoo.sn 

 

 
OBSERVERS FROM NON-

GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS/ 
OBSERVATEURS DES 

ORGANISATIONS NON 
GOUVERNEMENTALES/ 
OBSERVADORES DE LAS 

ORGANIZACIONES NO 
GUBERNAMENTALES 

 
BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL/BIRDLIFE 
INTERNACIONAL 
 

Euan DUNN 
Head of Marine Policy 
The Royal Society for the Protection 
   of Birds 
The Lodge, Sandy, Beds SG19 2DL 
United Kingdom 
Phone: +44 1767 685113 
Fax: +44 1767 685113 
E-mail: euan.dunn@rspb.org.uk 

 
Ben SULLIVAN 
Global Seabird Programme Co-ordinator 
The Royal Society for the Protection  
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APPENDIX D 

 
Opening statement by Mr David A. Harcharik 

Deputy Director-General 
 
 
 
Mr Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
Good morning and welcome to this Twenty-sixth Session of the Committee on 

Fisheries. 
 

It is, once again, enheartening to see such a large attendance. This reflects, I believe,  
the importance that fisheries have worldwide and the significance of the work of the 
Committee on Fisheries. 
 

This Session is saddened and overshadowed by the tragic earthquake and tsunami 
which struck countries in the Indian Ocean and took the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
people. I invite you to join me in observing a minute of silence in their memory.   
 

In addition to the loss of life, the tsunami also had devastating consequences on the 
livelihoods of millions of people. Fishing communities were particularly affected. 
 

Thankfully, the reaction of solidarity the world over has been overwhelming. I am 
pleased to report that FAO has been very active during the phase of short-term relief. Now, it 
is time to address the medium and long term needs, and to work for the rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of the fishing sector as well as the sustainability of the livelihoods of the 
affected fishing communities. 
 

The countries concerned and the international community are facing the challenge of 
utilizing, in a judicious and efficient manner, the considerable resources that have been 
mobilized. 
 

In this endeavour, FAO has been helping countries with the assessment of needs, the 
development of appropriate strategies and the establishment of efficient mechanisms to 
coordinate assistance.  In all of this, we  maintain close collaboration with the Governments 
of the affected countries, their fishing communities, other international organizations, and also 
donors, both governmental and non-governmental.  We look forward to your discussion on 
this matter and to any guidance you wish to provide.  
 
Mr Chairman,  
 

Before calling your attention to the other issues in the Agenda, it is my pleasure to 
introduce the new Secretary of COFI, Mr N’diaga Gueye, who was recently appointed Chief 
of the International Institutions and Liaison Service. Mr Gueye participated actively in earlier 
sessions of the Committee as representative of his country, Senegal, and is therefore very 
familiar with the functioning of COFI.  
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Mr Chairman,  
 

Progress in the implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and 
its International Plans of Action, remains a major issue. As usual, we have prepared a 
comprehensive report on this matter. In considering this item, we anticipate that you will 
place particular emphasis on illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU fishing) and on 
the means of enabling an efficient monitoring, control and surveillance of fishing activities. 
Various technical consultations were held last year whose conclusions and recommendations 
have a direct bearing on this matter. First, the Technical Consultation to Review Progress and 
Promote the Full Implementation of the International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and 
Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing and the International Plan of Action 
for the Management of Fishing Capacity, which met in Rome in June 2004; second, the 
Technical Consultation on the Use of Subsidies in the Fisheries Sector, which immediately 
followed;  and finally, the Technical Consultation to Review Port State Measures to Combat 
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing, which was held here in Rome in August 2004. I 
wish to stress also that the result of your discussion on IUU fishing will serve as input to the 
Ministerial Meeting that will take place on Saturday. 
 

Trade is another major issue. 
 

The considerable growth in international trade in fish and fishery products has led to 
the development of an important regulatory framework which makes it difficult for many 
developing countries to get access to foreign markets. In addition to constraints, such as the 
strengthening of norms and standards for safety and quality, these countries have to face the 
effects of utilization of new technologies as well as the increased competition brought about 
by globalization and liberalization of trade. 
 

The Committee is invited to consider these questions and the other issues raised by the 
Sub-Committee on Fish Trade in the report of its Ninth Session in February 2004 and to adopt 
appropriate conclusions and recommendations. 
 

In this context, a topic of major significance is that of ecolabelling. COFI is requested 
to discuss the outcomes of the Technical Consultation on this subject which concluded last 
week.  It is hoped that the Committee will take an important step forward in this area and 
adopt, as appropriate, the International Guidelines for the Ecolabelling of Fish and Fishery 
Products from Marine Capture Fisheries, which emerged from the Technical Consultation.  
 
Mr Chairman,  
 
 The World Food Summit and the Millennium Declaration contain two important goals 
that are relevant to the Committee’s work: those of reducing hunger and poverty by half. 
  

In this regard, aquaculture is essential in helping to meet the growing demand for fish 
and fishery products. Aquaculture is also a significant source of labour and income, 
particularly in developing countries. However, if the development of the aquaculture and 
culture-based fisheries sector is to be sustainable, it must be carried out in a responsible 
manner.  For this purpose, the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture has adopted, during its past 
session, a number of important recommendations, on which your guidance is needed. 
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` Small-scale fisheries are also playing an increasingly important role in contributing to 
reaching the goals of the World Food Summit and the Millennium Declaration, despite many 
human, technological and financial constraints.  Still, communities of small-scale fishermen 
remain among the poorest and most vulnerable rural communities.  
 

As a follow-up to the recommendations adopted by COFI at its last Session in 2003, 
the Committee is requested to propose strategies aimed at creating an enabling environment to 
alleviate the social and economic deprivation which affects millions of small-scale fisherfolk. 
 
Mr Chairman, 
 

There are also several other issues to which I would like to call the Committee’s 
attention.  

 
First, the issue of deep seas fisheries, which is of rising concern for the international 

community: urgent action is needed because of the characteristics of the resources targeted 
and of their ecosystems, as well as the weaknesses and deficiencies of the existing governance 
regime.  

 
Also, the issue of sea turtles by-catch. Last fall, a Technical Consultation was held in 

Bangkok which made significant progress, including the adoption of recommendations that I 
hope will be endorsed by COFI. 

 
Finally, the question of marine protected areas. They constitute a potential tool for the 

conservation and sustainable use of hydrobiological resources and their ecosystems, provided 
that they are established on a sound scientific basis.  
 
Mr Chairman, 
 

As usual, your recommendations will be essential inputs to the formulation of the 
FAO Programme of Work and Budget 2006-2007. 
 

I am pleased to report that, since the last session of the Committee, the situation 
concerning extra-budgetary contributions has improved significantly, in particular with regard 
to FishCode, which is the Fisheries Department’s Global Partnership Programme for the 
Implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries.  

 
I wish to thank those donors that have increased their contributions as well as the new 

donors which have come forward since. Their support is very much appreciated.  
 

Mr Chairman, distinguished delegates, 
 

In spite of the heavy agenda, I hope that delegates will be able to find time to 
participate in the series of side events that have been organized in parallel with the Session, 
and also to visit the exhibition in the Atrium. 
 

In concluding, I wish to stress once again that FAO greatly values your experienced 
advice and good counsel.  I wish you a very constructive and highly successful meeting. 
 
Thank you. 



The twenty-sixth session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) was held in Rome, Italy, from 
7 to 11 March 2005. The Committee reviewed the issues of an international character and the 

programme of work of the FAO Fisheries Department in fisheries and aquaculture. The 
Committee commended FAO on its report on the implementation of the Code of Conduct for 

Responsible Fisheries and its associated instruments and called for a “decade of 
implementation” of the various instruments developed to ensure responsible fisheries.  

The Committee called upon Members to accept, ratify or accede to, as appropriate, these 
instruments. The Committee encouraged FAO to elaborate additional guidelines in support 
of the Code, including one for the implementation of the International Plan of Action for the 

Management of Fishing Capacity. The need to initiate international negotiations on the 
monitoring of fishing vessels within the framework of the Code of Conduct concerning its 
implementation was underlined. The Committee welcomed the revised Code and Voluntary 
Guidelines for the Design, Construction and Equipment of Small Fishing Vessels that had 

been prepared by FAO, the International Labour Organization and the International Maritime 
Organization. The Committee expressed concern at the proliferation of international fora 

addressing fisheries matters, some of which lacked sound technical and scientific bases for 
discussion. The FAO’s medium- to long-term rehabilitation strategy for the fisheries and 

aquaculture sector in countries affected by the Tsunami was endorsed. Guidelines on 
ecolabelling of fish and fishery products were adopted. The Committee agreed to give 

greater attention to small-scale fisheries and to allocate more resources in their support.  
The Committee expressed its appreciation to FAO and donor countries for giving greater 

attention to small-scale fisheries and for allocating more resources in their support.  
It welcomed the advance version of the Code of Conduct Guidelines on Enhancing the 

Contribution of Small-Scale Fisheries to Poverty Alleviation and Food Security. The 
Committee stressed that COFI and FAO should continue to provide leadership and maintain 

an assertive role in fisheries. The Committee commended FAO for the improvements made in 
the presentation of the Medium Term Plan and Preliminary Programme of Work Proposals for 

2006–2007. The Committee underlined that additional allotments should be made to the 
Major Programme 2.3 “Fisheries”. 
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