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Halting deforestation is an essential lever in the Decade of Action to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) by 2030, and for confronting the 
“quadruple planetary emergency,” comprising a climate crisis, a nature crisis, 
an inequality crisis and a global health crisis.1 It requires concerted action by 
governments, the private sector and civil society to achieve transformational 
change in food systems and to promote sustainable agricultural and forest 
value chains that halt deforestation.2  

The United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres has called for scaling up 
action on “turning the tide on deforestation” and stated that “we must halt 
deforestation, restore degraded forests and change the way we farm” (Climate 
Action Summit, September 2019).  

This Joint Statement of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests presents sound 
scientific facts and figures around the current status of deforestation and the 
multidimensional services provided by forests. It also aims to support countries and 
other key stakeholders to address the issue. The statement builds on the 
outcomes and recommendations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 
International Conference “From Aspiration to Action – working together to halt 
deforestation and increase forest area” held in 2018. 

The Collaborative Partnership on Forests has a key role to play in building 
consensus and policy coherence to protect and sustainably manage forest, 
providing data and analysis for solutions and agreements, and accelerating 
action in countries through the participation and technical support of its 
members. 
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Deforestation and forest degradation continue to take place at an alarming 
pace, with the rate increasing in Africa. Even though deforestation has slowed 
or reversed in some regions, progress has been insufficient to meet SDG target 
15.2 to sustainably manage all types of forests, and to halt and reverse 
deforestation by 2020. Forests cover 31 percent of the Earth’s land area, which is 
just over 4 billion hectares. Approximately half of the forest area is relatively intact, 
and more than one-third is primary forest. Since 1990, an estimated 420 million 
hectares of forest has been lost through deforestation. From 2015 to 2020, the rate 
of deforestation was estimated at 10 million hectares per year, down from 16 million 
hectares per year in the 1990s. At the global level, the rate of deforestation exceeds 
the rate of forest expansion – through natural regeneration, afforestation and 
reforestation – resulting in a net loss of 178 million hectares of forest since 1990. 
Gains and losses of forest area generally occur in different types of forests resulting 
in a decline in the total area of primary forests, and, consequently, in their 
irreplaceable social, climate and ecological values.3 4 5 Africa had the highest net 
loss of forest area from 2010 to 2020 followed by South America. Since 1990, Africa 
has reported an increase in the rate of net loss, while South America’s losses have 
decreased substantially, by more than half since 2010 relative to the previous 
decade. Asia showed the highest net gain in forest area in the period 2010–2020.6  
 
 
Without halting and reversing deforestation, climate goals cannot be met. 
Forests are an integral part of the climate solution. Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) remains a critical element of 
international climate commitments and national climate strategies. The net 
anthropogenic greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions due to forestry and other land use 
activities (FOLU) – primarily emissions due to deforestation – account for 11 percent 
of global emissions.78 Some scientists warn that if the deforestation of tropical 
forests, especially Amazonia, was to reach an ecological tipping point (turning them 
into scrublands), climate goals would become unattainable.9 Moreover, immediate 
action to avert such drastic ecological shifts would be significantly less costly than 
attempting to reverse them later.10 A broad range of nature-based solutions can 
provide up to one-third of cost-effective climate mitigation needed between now 
and 2030 to stabilize warming to below 2º C.11 Among these, reducing 
deforestation and forest degradation – including of peatlands and mangroves – are 
some of the most effective, mature and robust options.12 Many countries included 
sustainable land use as part of their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC), 
and more than 50 countries specifically refer to REDD+ in their NDCs.13  
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Forests are home to most of the Earth’s terrestrial biodiversity, but this precious 
wealth is under threat from deforestation and forest degradation. Forests 
should be featured prominently in the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. 
Forests provide habitats for 80 percent of amphibian species, 75 percent of bird 
species and 68 percent of mammal species.14 Approximately 60 percent of all 
vascular plants are found in tropical forests.15 Mangroves provide breeding grounds 
and nurseries for numerous species of fish and shellfish.16 An estimated 75 percent 
of the 115 leading food crops globally – together representing 35 percent of global 
food production – benefit from pollination by animals,17 many of which live in 
forests. The biodiversity of forests varies considerably according to factors such as 
forest type, geography, climate and soils – in addition to human pressure. 
Deforestation and forest degradation contribute significantly to the ongoing loss 
of biodiversity. Reductions in forest patch size and increases in patch isolation have 
been shown to decrease the abundance of birds, mammals, insects and plants by 
20 to 75 percent, impacting ecological functions such as seed dispersal and, hence, 
forest structure while also contributing to a reduction in ecosystem services such as 
carbon sequestration, erosion control, pollination and nutrient cycling.18 A forest-
specialist index that represents forest ecosystem health, focusing on forest 
dependent species, fell by 53 percent between 1970 and 2014, highlighting the 
increased risk of these species becoming vulnerable to extinction.19 Only 40 
percent of the world’s forests still have a high level of integrity20 with boreal 
coniferous forests and tropical rainforests being the least fragmented and most 
continuous. 21 22 In the Amazon and Congo basins, however, land-use conversion is 
causing rapid change. Composite indices of biodiversity, including richness and 
evenness of species, still need to be developed for more accurate assessment of 
forests viability. 
 
Forests are a source of sustainable livelihoods, prosperity and resilience. 
Sustainably managed forests provide livelihoods, energy and food security for 
many rural poor. Worldwide, around 1 billion people depend to some extent on 
forest foods such as wild meat, edible insects, edible plant products, mushrooms 
and fish.23 Some 2.4 billion people – in both urban and rural settings – use wood-
based energy for cooking.24 Roughly one-third of the world’s population has a close 
dependence on forests and forest products.25 Around 820 million people live in 

tropical forests or savannahs,26 and an estimated 1.2 billion people depend on 
agroforestry farming systems.27 Forests play a key role in water security for over half 
of the world’s population and their domestic, agricultural and/or industrial needs.28 
Sustainable, inclusive and diversified forest products value chains increase the value 
of forests, make efficient use of renewable resources and contribute to sustainable 
consumption and production through enhanced use of renewable forest resources 
to replace non-renewable materials and sources of energy.29 Taking into account 
direct, indirect and induced employment, the formal forest sector provides an 
estimated 45 million jobs globally and labour income in excess of USD 580 billion 
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per year.30 The informal sector is estimated to provide employment for an 
additional 41 million people.31 Forests and trees contribute to ecosystem resilience 
and provide ecosystem services that reduce the vulnerability of local communities 
to climate change. When disaster strikes or crops fail, forests act as safety nets that 
can provide the affected communities with food and income.32 Sustainably 
managed forest ecosystems can also help minimize the likelihood of agricultural 
losses from drought, soil erosion, landslides and floods.  

COVID-19 and Deforestation 

Healthy, resilient forests are key to decreasing the risk of zoonosis. Deforestation amplifies 
health risks, such as that posed by the COVID-19 outbreak.33 At least 60 percent of human 
infections are considered to have originated in animals.34 35 36 When forests are cleared for 
agricultural use, broader contacts and human exposure to vectors of wildlife pathogens increase the 
risk of transmission of zoonotic (animal-to-human) diseases.37 Increased pressure on forests and 
other ecosystems together with climate change are some of the human-mediated factors driving the 
emergence of zoonotic diseases, and thus increasing the risk of future pandemics.38 39 40 
Furthermore, air pollution caused by burning biomass in land clearing processes can exacerbate the 
respiratory problems resulting from COVID-19 and put additional pressure on already over-
burdened health services.41 42 

The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated deforestation pressures and heightened the 
urgency of action to support sustainable forest management. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
generated a range of additional risks that may result in a significant increase in deforestation, 
including, weakened law enforcement, increased illegal activities in forests and the deregulation and 
relaxation of environmental laws.43 Lockdowns have led to disruptions in markets and supply chains 
and caused job losses, triggering reverse migration into rural areas and increasing pressure on 
forests to provide subsistence livelihoods. The socio-economic distress resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic is now exacerbating and deepening pre-existing inequalities, exposing vulnerabilities in 
social, political, economic and biodiversity systems, which are in turn amplifying the impacts of the 
pandemic.44 According to the World Bank, between 88 and 105 million people could be pushed into 
extreme poverty, setting poverty reduction back by around three years.45  

“Building back better” requires halting deforestation and increasing investment in ecosystem 
restoration. Healthy forests are essential to “building back better” and must be part of the “One 
Health” approach, that seeks to achieve optimal health outcomes by recognizing the 
interconnections between people, animals, plants and their shared environment. The extent to which 
global efforts to avert the climate emergency succeed or fail will depend on how we rebuild our 
economies today.46 Adequate resources for sustainably managing forest landscapes should be core 
elements of national, regional and global COVID-19 recovery plans, planting the seeds for a circular 
economy and a green future.47 There is a clear need to unlock investment opportunities that 
strengthen livelihoods, are deforestation-free, and mitigate the risks of future zoonotic diseases.48 
This should include ambitious investments to implement REDD+ at scale, and strong support to 
restore hundreds of millions of hectares pledged to ecosystem restoration under various 
international and regional initiatives,49 50 51 thus offering large opportunities to enhance rural 
livelihoods and economies, including creating jobs. 
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Halting deforestation requires taking action beyond the forest sector, notably  
by transforming agricultural and food systems. Agricultural expansion is the most 
significant driver of global deforestation and accounts for about 73 percent of 
tropical deforestation, of which 40 percent is due to large-scale commercial 
agriculture and 33 percent to small-scale subsistence use. Other drivers are mining 
(7 percent), infrastructure (10 percent) and urban expansion (10 percent).52 
Underlying factors affecting the conversion of forests to agriculture include 
population growth, agricultural development, a lack of land-tenure security and the 
poor governance of land-use change.53 Increasing demand for agricultural products 
needs to be met through productive landscapes, sustainable intensification, 

integrated production systems and circular economies –  building upon innovation 
as well as traditional knowledge to limit expansion of agricultural areas. Production 
support and incentives should be complemented by monitoring and enforcing 
regulations to limit forest conversion. Where commercial agriculture is the principal 
driver of land-use change, enhanced governance is needed, including social and 
environmental safeguards, public and private-sector commitments to zero 
deforestation and jurisdictional approaches. Where subsistence agriculture is the 
key driver, support to adopt more sustainable production practices needs to be 
complemented with broader poverty alleviation and rural development 
interventions, notably strengthening tenure. Sustainable production and 
consumption patterns (SDG 12) are particularly critical to transform food systems 
to overcome both degradation of natural resources and food insecurity. Reducing 
food loss and waste, restoring the productivity of degraded agricultural lands, 
consumer education and a switch to healthier diets from sustainable food systems 
can contribute significantly to halting agricultural expansion and related 
deforestation.54  

Damaging forest fires are symptomatic of an imbalance in natural systems 
exacerbated by human interventions. Unless we work to prevent them, forest 
fires could become one of the most important accelerators of deforestation. An 
average of 122 million hectares of forests are annually affected by forest fires, pests, 
diseases, invasive species, drought and adverse weather, with 76 million hectares 
affected by forest fire alone.55 A mutually reinforcing cycle of climate change and 
wildfire is emerging. Wildfires increase degradation through their impacts on forest 
ecosystems, and degradation contributes to wildfires in altered and secondary 
forests with exposed fuels, invasive species and recurring fires, and associated 
impacts on forest health.56 Available data shows a trend of increasing frequency 
and intensity of uncontrolled fires adversely affecting biodiversity, ecological 
services, human well-being and livelihoods and national economies.57 Extreme 
wildfires are the result of past and present policy, planning and governance 
decisions that – coupled with increasingly adverse weather conditions due to 
climate change – create the conditions for fires to ignite and spread across 
landscapes beyond the capacity of societies to suppress them. Immediate action is 
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required to prevent extreme wildfires where possible and to limit the disastrous 
consequences of such events. The impacts of extreme wildfires can be significantly 
reduced through investments in wildfire prevention and integrated fire 
management. Application of such approaches, tools and technologies is more cost-
effective in the long run than fighting larger and faster spreading wildfires.58  

Ensuring the legality of timber production and trade, and strengthening forest 
governance, are crucial for tackling deforestation. The International Criminal 
Police Organization (INTERPOL) estimates that the value of illegal timber trade lies 
in the range of USD 51–152 billion per year.59 The Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) promotes the 
sustainable trade of approximately 300 timber species that are at risk of over-
exploitation through sustainability and legality standards. Demand-side 
commitments to legality, such as those made by both producer and consumer 
countries within the framework of the FAO-EU Forest Law Enforcement, 
Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Action Plan and associated bilateral Voluntary 
Partnership Agreements (VPA) processes, have shown that trade is an effective tool 
for incentivizing governance reforms to promote legal and sustainable forest 
management and economic development. Furthermore, demand-side legislation 
including the European Union Timber Regulation (EUTR) and import regulation, the 
United States’ Lacey Act Amendment, Japan’s Clean Wood Act and the Republic 
of South Korea’s Act on Sustainable Use of Timber, among others, shape a global 
trade environment where the legality of timber imports must be demonstrated. 
Voluntary certification is also a valuable tool and already covers more than one-
third of industrial roundwood production.60 Progress in addressing illegality 
requires continued commitments to transparency and to eliminating corruption, as 
well as adequate and predictable funding for enforcement. Effective law 
enforcement depends critically upon understanding and responding to the needs 
of indigenous peoples and local communities.61 

Important public and private commitments have been made to halt and reverse 
deforestation, but implementation is lagging and should be accelerated. The 
objective to reduce, halt and reverse forest loss has been adopted across different 
international commitments by countries and the private sector, including the SDGs 
(specifically SDG 15), the Paris Agreement, the Global Forest Goals (GFG) of the 
United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests (UNSPF) 2030, the New York Declaration 
on Forests (2014), as well as the Consumer Goods Forum’s 2010 pledge to achieve 
zero-net deforestation for key forest-risk commodities in global supply chains by 
2020.62 Global Forest Goal 1 in the United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests sets a 
target of 3 percent increase in forest area by 2030 (UN General Assembly resolution 
71/285). The Bonn Challenge, launched in 2011, sets high ambitions for restoring 
deforested and degraded land. The UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 
2021–2030 (UNGA resolution 73/284) aims to scale up efforts to prevent, halt and 
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reverse the degradation of ecosystems worldwide. Nevertheless, implementation 
is not on track. In key supply chains, the number of companies with zero 
deforestation commitments are still in the minority, and even these commitments 
have been too slowly implemented and are also insufficiently ambitious.63 64 There 
is too little information from companies on their actions and results to judge their 
progress in achieving their commitments.65 Few countries have met their Bonn 
commitments thus far, with only two completed (Pakistan and the United States of 
America) and limited reporting on progress in most other countries.66 Too often, 
the results of significant efforts in tree-planting campaigns are jeopardized by 
insufficient maintenance, contributing to very low survival rates. Jurisdictional or 
integrated landscape approaches are increasingly seen as opportunities to align 
the actions of the private and public sectors and to demonstrate the results at the 
territorial level.67 Renewed efforts have to be made to address the problems that 
countries and companies are facing to advance the implementation process.  

Policy coherence – across sectoral, environmental and economic policies – 
needs to be strengthened to accelerate change and halt deforestation. 
Governments must adopt evidence-based coherent and coordinated sectoral, 
environmental and economic policies to align public incentives and ensure 
consistent implementation across national and sub-subnational levels. The degree 
of coherence currently varies substantially across countries, and misalignments are 
rarely acknowledged.68 Synergies and trade-offs inherent in land-use systems need 
to be better understood and managed, including through integrated land use 
planning and institutional dialogue. Both weak institutional co-ordination and 
overly complex institutional arrangements contribute to policy misalignments.69 
Clear policy and legal frameworks are needed to govern land use and land use 
change, including secure land tenure systems that recognize traditional customary 
rights to use land and forest products.70 National policy goals should be consistent 
with international commitments, such as the SDGs and the Paris Agreement. They 
should further reflect the transboundary impacts associated with national 
strategies, such as measures to address “imported deforestation.” Supply chain 
legislation, including due diligence requirements, can accelerate progress vis-à-vis 
existing voluntary private sector commitments. Due diligence requirements for 
imports should be complemented by measures to strengthen the capacity of 
producer countries to meet requirements in order not to exclude poorer countries 
and producers with less capacity to demonstrate compliance from markets.  

The true costs of deforestation and the value of standing forests are not 
reflected in policies and investment decisions, nor in commodity prices. 
Reforms to agricultural subsidies are needed to reduce deforestation, catalyse 
climate action, protect biodiversity and foster food security. Strong market 
signals about the value of standing forests are needed. Natural capital accounting 
is advancing, but it is far from being adopted systematically.71 Potentially 
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irreversible effects of deforestation, including on ecosystem services, are not fully 
accounted for in the monetary value of forests included in countries’ wealth 
accounts.72 Economic signals from policy and market prices rarely reflect the social 
costs and benefits of ecosystem services, which remain largely unpriced or under-
priced.73 Too often, policymakers do not consider the value of natural capital and 
ecosystems services when making decisions on agricultural support.74 Agricultural 
production support amounts to well over USD 500 billion every year, but, according 
to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), most 
current support to agriculture distorts markets, stifles innovation and harms the 
environment rather than financing long term investment.75 Since agriculture 
commodities are broadly traded, some countries’ domestic policies and agricultural 
support measures can influence land-use changes in other countries and lead to 
deforestation.76 Globally, the efficiency of subsidies to agriculture in terms of 
benefits to farmers is low, and better designed measures could cut public 
expenditures without reducing actual support to the agriculture sector.77 Reforming 
fiscal instruments and subsidies to incentivize sustainable land use and reorient 
existing public funding commitments to boost long-term performance of the 
agriculture sector and reflect environmental costs, can be a trigger for systemic 
change that advances climate, biodiversity and food security goals. 

To tackle the full scale of deforestation requires more strategic public 
investment and increased of public and private climate finance at all levels. In 
order to unlock large-scale investments in forest conservation and restoration, 
adequate and predictable finance for REDD+ is needed. Conservation is less costly 
than restoration.78 Private sector climate commitments and related interest in 
carbon offsets from reducing deforestation have increased significantly in recent 
years, both project developers and corporate buyers expect more stable market 
conditions. Public sector funds can be used to support establishing enabling 
conditions. Public investments appraisals in all sectors must include a risk 
assessment of expansion into forest land. Dedicated public investment is needed 
for data provision and access, monitoring and enforcement, tenure support, 
research and development, technical assistance to small producers to adopt 
sustainable practices, and social protection for vulnerable forest dwellers. Strategic 
public investment can channel much larger amounts of private finance. Public 
funding should facilitate private investment to transform agricultural and food 
production systems to more sustainable models, using de-risking tools such as 
guarantees, blended finance and support for innovative microfinance initiatives. 
Investments in land-based mitigation measures make up a mere 2 percent of 
climate finance.79 Advocacy for and commitments to adequate and predictable 
finance to sustainably manage all types of forests and for forests as a climate 
solution, including through REDD+, is urgently needed. 
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Maintaining forest area and halting deforestation require the active 
participation of all stakeholders, including indigenous peoples and local 
communities, women and youth, and requires that their rights be recognized 
and protected. Systematic multi-stakeholder dialogue between the public and 
private sectors and civil society as well as across levels of government is a vehicle 
to achieve transformation and results at scale. As forest regulators, and often large-
scale forest owners, governments are responsible for establishing participatory, 
inclusive and transparent processes that promote the engagement of local 
stakeholders. This should include their meaningful participation to ensure the 
legitimacy of land-use plans and for obtaining their free, prior and informed consent 
to implement and monitor such plans.80 Civil society organizations play a key role 
as watchdogs holding governments and as business to account, and agents of 
change fostering social and sustainability innovation.81 Better access to information 
can enhance transparency and accountability. Indigenous peoples manage 
approximately 28 percent of the world’s land surface, intersecting with 40 percent 
of terrestrial protected areas and ecologically intact landscapes, and 37 percent of 
all remaining natural lands.82 Their traditional knowledge of forests and of the pool 
of species adapted to local conditions can play a crucial role in ensuring the 
sustainability of ecosystem services and food security, and can support restoration, 
regeneration and biodiversity conservation.83 Secure collective tenure rights for 
indigenous peoples and local communities are strongly correlated with reduced 
deforestation and forest degradation.84 Strengthening rights and access to land, 
resources and investments in and around forests presents an opportunity to propel 
women and youth to be agents of change and to encourage a long-term, 
sustainable approach to forest management.85 

Innovation is paving the way for better data to inform evidence-based decision-
making to halt and reverse deforestation. Forest and land-use monitoring systems 
are being developed using more advanced tools than ever, facilitating the 
generation of more transparent and accurate forest data. Countries have 
increasingly better access to and make better use of high-resolution geospatial 
data and enhanced computing capabilities. These forest data increase the accuracy 
and transparency of countries’ reporting on national plans, policy processes as well 
as private sector supply chain commitments. Decisions based on data and analysis 

produce better outcomes  – including in the achievement of multiple sectoral policy 
goals, private sector commitments and, ultimately, the SDGs and nationally 
determined contributions to climate-change mitigation. In order to ensure the 
sustained provision of high-quality forest data, forest monitoring systems must be 
properly embedded into institutional settings, and supported by appropriate legal 
arrangements. While in many countries progress is already impressive, in others 
more effort is needed to ensure that a sound legal basis is established, forest data 
are available and are relevant to stakeholder concerns, are of high technical quality 
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and are produced by national forest monitoring systems and institutions with 
adequate capacity and financial continuity.86 

Mobilizing global partnerships and cooperation is crucial for achieving the 
transformational change necessary to halt deforestation. The complexity of the 
direct and indirect drivers of deforestation calls for a combination of innovative 
policy and regulatory frameworks, private and public leadership, citizen-led 
movements, appropriate finance, knowledge exchange and technical and 
technological cooperation. By making use of existing fora and international 
initiatives on forests, countries and regions can deepen their common 
understanding of the barriers and opportunities for addressing deforestation and 
forest degradation. Tackling deforestation and forest degradation must also remain 
high on the global agendas on climate change, biodiversity, agriculture, 
international trade, poverty reduction and human rights and in the context of 
public-private initiatives.  

What is the Collaborative Partnership on Forests? 

The Collaborative Partnership on Forests, established in 2001 in support of the work of the 
United Nations Forum on Forests, is an informal, voluntary arrangement among 
15 international organizations and secretariats with substantial programmes on forests. 
These agencies share their experiences and build on them to produce new benefits for their 
respective constituencies. They collaborate to streamline and align their work and to find 
ways of improving forest management and conservation, and the production and trade of 
forest products.  

Members: Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD), Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Global 
Environment Facility (GEF), International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), International Union of Forest 
Research Organizations (IUFRO), United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) and the World 
Bank. 

WEBSITE: www.cpfweb.org 
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