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Background

Water is central to agriculture that accounts for 72% of global freshwater withdrawals, to other
economic sectors such as energy and to the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development. While
there is increasing awareness of water importance, there is still a need for more effective,
integrated and coordinated actions, coupled with strong political will in recognizing, valuing and
managing water in a holistic and integrated manner to achieve all Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

Unfortunately, freshwater resources are becoming increasingly scarce and water crisis is
identified as one of the crises to have the largest impact in the next decade. Currently 2.3 billion
people live in water-stressed countries, of which more than 733 million people - approximately
10 per cent of the global population - live in countries with high and critical water stress. Water
scarcity, drought, floods, pollution and other climate change impacts are key challenges to
sustainable agriculture and rural development.

Several important actions towards the UN 2023 Water Conference have been initiated, including
the Ninth World Water Forum held in March 2022, the Second High Level International
Conference on International Water Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Development
2018-2028" in June 2022, the High-Level Political Forum and the Geneva Water Dialogue in July
2022. The Rome Water Dialogue, held at the FAO Headquarters on 29 November 2022, further
contributed to this process, catalyzing innovation and mobilizing political will towards integrated
water resources management for food security and climate resilience.

Governments and other stakeholders have acknowledged that water, sanitation, health,
ecosystems, ocean, energy, food systems and nutrition are interlinked and that the rising trend
of losses caused by water-related disasters, such as droughts, floods, cyclones, coastal surge, sea
level rise, salinity intrusion, mudslides and avalanches, must be addressed, with particular
attention paid to people in vulnerable situations.



There is an urgent need to consider how best to address these interconnected issues. A strong,
coherent and explicit integration and prioritization of water into national sustainable
development strategies, policies and investment plans is required to help understand why and
how water resources shall be used to achieve social, economic and environmental objectives
embedded in related national sustainable development strategies.

In this context, proposed by FAO and endorsed in the Dushanbe Declaration, a country-led water
dialogue and country-owned National Water Roadmaps or strategies will help to strengthen the
inter-sectoral coordination on water resources management and accelerate the implementation
of the 2030 Agenda. FAO is supporting Member countries, upon request, in the development of
country-specific National Water Roadmaps through country-led dialogues and participatory
processes, following the example of the sustainable pathways for the future of food systemes,
charted by 116 countries in the background of the Food Systems Summit 2021.

On 22-24 March 2023, the UN will convene the UN 2023 Water Conference to review the
progress made in the UN Water Action Decade. This will provide an opportunity to keep the
momentum and raise the awareness of the water’s role in economies, societies and environment
and to mobilize global-local actions on water for sustainable development.

To foster collective action at national level for the development of such roadmaps, FAO is
organizing regional workshops on the National Water Roadmaps. The aim of these workshops is
to inform FAO Members about the overall role of water for sustainable development and to
provide a platform for all stakeholders, including governments, international organizations, civil
society, the private sector and academia, to discuss and develop country-specific National Water
Roadmaps, taking into consideration of regional and national perspectives. These regional
workshops will also prepare countries for their participation and contribution to the UN 2023
Water Conference. UN Resident Coordinators will be informed and invited to the workshop, to
ensure coherence of the roadmaps with the UN Cooperation Framework at country level.

In many countries, access to and use of water resources in rural areas is governed by customary
arrangements. A key challenge to sustain and improve water and food security for rural
populations, is to include such types of water tenure arrangements in the effort to effectively
manage water resources. This can be achieved through the responsible governance of water
tenure. Therefore, one workshop session will be dedicated to water tenure, in which the concept
of water tenure and governance, its relationship with water accounting and its importance for
improving climate resilience, as well as food security and livelihoods will be explored. A particular
focus of the session will be on regional perspectives and support for the Global Dialogue on
Water Tenure.

The first regional workshop on National Water Roadmaps will focus on Africa, and will be held in
person in Harare, Zimbabwe, and virtually on Zoom Platform from 22 to 24 February 2023.



Draft Programme

In order to discuss how the National Water Roadmaps could best be implemented at country
level, the event will be organized around five Workshop Sessions, one for each of the five
Accelerators for SDG 6; Financing, Data & Information, Capacity Development, Innovation, and

Governance.

Please note: all speakers listed are suggestions and need confirmation.
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