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Item 7 — Update on the Hand-in-Hand Initiative

Member Name

Comments

United States of
America

(Tuesday, 14
November 2023 —
14.49)

The United States thanks FAO for the update on the Hand in Hand (HIH) Initiative. We appreciate FAO’s
responsiveness to Member State comments on this initiative, including increased transparency through regular updates,
the communication strategy, and efforts to improve to the HIH dashboard. The United States supports evidence-based,
data-driven decision making and appreciates FAO efforts to bring data to the forefront of FAO and policymakers’
decisions.

We support FAO efforts to expand the donor base for HIH. We are interested to hear more from donors, international
financial institutions, regional banks, investment and impact funds, the private sector, as well as beneficiaries regarding
the value they find in the HIH Initiative. We encourage FAO to include this information in the dashboard and in other
fora, as appropriate.

Concerning the HIH dashboard, we appreciate FAQ's efforts to improve the user experience based on ongoing
feedback; however, we note that it is taking longer than expected to modernize the information, technology, and the
monitoring processes and that the status quo does not meet the objectives of the dashboard to provide regular, real-time
reporting of progress against programme milestones and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS) objectives.

Given the growing interest from countries to participate in HIH, the United States would like to better understand the
metrics FAO is using to demonstrate HIH’s value and progress. The metrics are critical to understanding whether this
approach continues to support countries on their pathways to meeting the SDGs. We would also like the dashboard to
provide information on investments made through HIH to provide a real-time picture of the value of the initiative’s
matchmaking function.

Costa Rica

(Tuesday, 14
November 2023 —
17.46)

Costa Rica agradece la informacion suministrada en el documento CL/174//NF/6 sobre la Iniciativa Mano de la Mano y
apreciamos que el nimero de paises que se van sumando va siempre en aumento. Apreciamos también que la iniciativa
ahora se haya abierto a todos los paises para lograr medidas concretas para la transformacion de sistemas alimentarios.
Apoyamos las medidas, programas o iniciativas que promuevan una verdadera erradicacion de la pobreza, que reduzcan
la desigualdad y que permitan una verdadera inclusion a escala social a través de oportunidades concretas que alcancen
poblaciones vulnerables. De esta manera, valoramos que la Iniciativa Mano de la Mano esté dentro de las 12 iniciativas
elegidas por la Vicesecretaria General de las Naciones Unidas.

En lo que respecta la Iniciativa Regional de Corredor Seco Centroamericano, agradecemos el apoyo del gobierno de
Brasil, ya que sin duda ese aporte sera de gran ayuda para las poblaciones que ante fendémenos climaticos adversos que
afectan nuestra region, tendrian un impacto negativo en lo que a seguridad alimentaria se refiere, entre otras muchas




consecuencias ambientales, sociales y econémicas.

Costa Rica, como parte de la Iniciativa Regional del Corredor Seco seguira trabajando con los otros paises
involucrados, asi como con las Secretarias y Consejos de SICA que lideran el proceso.

Apoyamos las negociaciones en marcha con Banco Centroamericano de Integracion Econémica (BCIE) y con el Fondo
Verde para el Clima (CVF) para continuar la iniciativa.

Solicitamos a la FAO que continue la cooperacion técnica de esta Iniciativa y que brinde apoyo a todos los paises que
lo requieran, indistintamente de los parametros de renta utilizados por el organismo.

Colombia

(Wednesday, 15
November 2023 —
16.05)

Colombia agradece a la FAO la presentacidn de este reporte con informacion actualizada acerca de la iniciativa Mano
de la mano, a la cual recientemente adherimos. Se particip6 por primera vez en el Foro de Inversion de la Iniciativa
Mano de la mano en octubre de este afio. Vemos con agrado que son cada vez mas los paises que se han sumado a esta
iniciativa, demostrando asi la importancia de una mayor ambicion en las inversiones y medidas para la transformacion
de los sistemas alimentarios, el desarrollo rural y la garantia del Derecho Humano a la Alimentacion.

En Colombia, la iniciativa Mano de la mano apoya el desarrollo sostenible de la cadena de valor lactea en los territorios
mas vulnerables del Suroccidente del pais, particularmente en el Cauca y Putumayo, dos departamentos prioritarios con
alto potencial ganadero y que albergan comunidades indigenas, siendo lugares propicios para la implementacién del
programa reconociendo la importancia cultural y social de estos pueblos.

Colombia avanza en la reconversion productiva del sector lacteo en Colombia, y busca; llevar al sector productivo
lechero a niveles y estandares de los grandes productores en la region, generar apuestas productivas que agreguen valor
y mejoren la competitividad del sector, incrementar la tasa exportadora neta y fortalecer la productividad de las familias
campesinas. Destacamos que la Iniciativa Mano de la mano ofrece una forma innovadora de fortalecer los programas
nacionales de transformacion de los sistemas agroalimentarios.

Colombia es el cuarto productor de leche en América Latina después de Brasil, Argentina y México; ademas, el
subsector tiene gran importancia para la economia nacional, representando el 36,7 % del PIB pecuario y 700.000
empleos directos. Por lo tanto, la Iniciativa Mano de la mano es una herramienta muy valiosa para acelerar la
transformacion de este sector, asi como la erradicacion de la pobreza y el fin del hambre y la malnutricién en el pais.

European Union

(Wednesday, 15
November 2023 —
16.39)

I am honoured to write to you on behalf of the European Union (EU) and its 27 Member States.

The EU and its Member States take note of the latest progress report on the Hand-in-Hand Initiative. The Hand-in-Hand
initiative complements the core activities of the Organization, and we would like to recall the continued importance of
ensuring the coherence of the Initiative with the United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework
(UNSDCEF), the joint programming of the UN development system and the 2030 Agenda. To achieve this, we
encourage FAO to continue to closely coordinate its work on the Initiative with other relevant UN agencies and
development partners, in line with its mandate.

We acknowledge with satisfaction the information on the growth in membership and new partnerships and initiatives
focused on developing and transforming food systems in adherent countries. We also welcome the development of the
tools associated with Hand-in-Hand, particularly its geospatial platform, looking forward to further developments that
can improve the availability of detailed data for each region, country and initiative.




We would like to recall the importance of the alignment of the initiative’s private funding with the Committee on
World Food Security (CFS) Principles for Responsible Agricultural Investment and FAQ's Strategy for Private Sector
Engagement 2021-2025. In addition, continued attention should be given to ensuring that the Initiative has no further
impact on the regular FAO budget as approved and outlined in the 2024-25 Work Programme and Budget.

Finally, we thank FAQ for providing information on the Initiative, as a further means of contributing to the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals within FAQ's mandate, and we ask that FAO continue to provide
regular updates to the FAO Council on the progress made in implementing the Initiative and the results achieved.
Particularly, we look forward to getting more information on the outcomes of the 2023 Hand-in-Hand Investment
Forum (1720 October 2023, Rome).

Australia

(Thursday, 16
November 2023 —
13.58)

Australia appreciates the update on the Hand-in-Hand (HIH) Initiative. We note the growth in the number of countries
participating in the HIH Initiative and encourage FAO to continue to identify and maximise potential partnerships and
investment opportunities, particularly in the Southwest Pacific region.

We observe that FAO is planning further support, in collaboration with the FAO Subregional and

Regional Offices, for Pacific Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to develop human capital and maximise the use
and application of HIH Geospatial Platform and tools. We would appreciate further information on these plans as and
when they become available.

We note the increased investment interest in the HIH initiatives, and particularly the strong attendance at the HIH
Investment Forum in October. We appreciate the efforts made to bring Members to the Forum to present their
Investment Plans. We note however that adequate support must be provided to delegations without a permanent mission
in Rome to allow them to maximise the opportunities for engagements.

We recognise the ongoing rollout of the HIH communication strategy, and we emphasise the value in regular
engagement and coordination with existing development and resource partners in-country to help maximise synergies
and prevent duplication and/or misalignment of objectives across programmes and investments. With this in mind, we
note recent efforts to engage with other initiatives and corporate efforts across FAO, and would appreciate further detail
of such collaborations.

We encourage the ongoing development and upgrading of the monitoring and evaluation dashboard including
implementation of developments to improve user experience. We continue to request the inclusion of the monitoring
and evaluation elements in the dashboard so that information on evaluation processes and outcomes are accessible to
allow users to understand and assess the impact of the initiative.

Chile

(Wednesday, 22
November 2023 —
15.50)

Chile agradece la informacidn actualizada relativa a la iniciativa Mano de la mano (IMM), en particular comparte el
interés mundial y las oportunidades que esta representa para visibilizar espacios que permitan inversiones concretas que
favorezcan la transformacion de los sistemas agroalimentarios.

Sobre el particular deseamos sefialar que a nivel nacional y en conjunto con la oficina de FAO Chile se estd avanzando
en conversaciones que permitan a nuestro pais incorporarse a la Iniciativa en calidad de beneficiario, a fin de acelerar la
transformacion de los sistemas agroalimentarios a nivel nacional, en pro de los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible
(ODS).




A través de FAO Chile, se buscara el apoyo técnico para desarrollar asi en conjunto a la Oficina de Estudios y Politicas
Agrarias, ODEPA, un proyecto piloto en Chile de la iniciativa mano a mano, en su segunda version. Por otra parte,
existe un compromiso de movilizar recursos humanos y financieros para el apoyo del piloto. Se definiré la pertinencia,
el monto y uso/finalidad de los recursos.




