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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 

 

This is the final version of the report of the Technical Consultation to Identify a Structure and Strategy 
for the Development and Implementation of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated 
Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels. The Technical Consultation was held at FAO Headquarters, 
Rome, Italy, from 8 to 12 November 2010. 
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ABSTRACT 
 

This document contains the report of the Technical Consultation to Identify a Structure and Strategy 
for the Development and Implementation of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated 
Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels. The Consultation was held at FAO headquarters, Rome, from 
8–12 November 2010. The Consultation was convened by the Director General of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations upon the recommendation of the Twenty-eighth 
Session of the FAO Committee on Fisheries. The Technical Consultation produced recommendations 
for consideration by the Twenty-ninth Session of the FAO Committee on Fisheries. The Consultation 
was funded by the Governments of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the 
United States of America and by the European Commission. 
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OPENING OF THE TECHNICAL CONSULTATION 
 
1. On the recommendation of the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI) at its Twenty-eighth Session, 
the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),  
Mr Jacques Diouf, convened a Technical Consultation at FAO to Identify a Structure and Strategy for 
the Development and Implementation of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport 
Vessels and Supply Vessels. 

 
2. The Technical Consultation was held at FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy, from 8 to 12 November 
2010. The Consultation was funded by the European Commission and the Governments of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America. 

 
3. The Consultation was attended by 35 FAO Members and observers from six intergovernmental 
and international non-governmental organizations. The list of delegates and observers is in  
Appendix B. The documents that were placed before the Consultation are listed in Appendix C. 

 
4. The Technical Secretary, Ms Michele Kuruc, called the Technical Consultation to order and 
reviewed some of the administrative arrangements. She then introduced Mr Árni Mathiesen, Assistant 
Director-General of FAO’s Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, who made the opening statement. 
Mr Mathiesen welcomed the delegates to Rome and summarized the many adverse conditions caused 
by illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing. He described the Global Record of Fishing 
Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels (Global Record) which, when established, 
would be the newest tool to fight IUU activities.  The Global Record was designed to provide vessel 
identification information at a global level and to increase transparency, making it more difficult and 
expensive for those who tried to operate illegally.  He then reviewed the milestones for the Global 
Record, starting with the 2005 Rome Declaration on IUU Fishing which called for the development of 
a global record and the steps taken since then by FAO and COFI to further elaborate the concept of 
how a record might be structured.  The delegates were urged to consider that the Global Record was 
not a stand alone tool and that there will be synergies between the Global Record and other tools such 
as the International Plan of Action (IPOA) on IUU Fishing, the Port State Measures Agreement and 
the many tools utilized by regional fisheries bodies and States in the fight against IUU fishing. He 
noted that underlying successful efforts against IUU fishing were effective exchanges of information 
and international cooperation and these will be embodied in the envisaged Global Record. In 
considering coverage of the Global Record, delegates were reminded of the role of transshipping and 
supply vessels as enablers of IUU activities and the pervasiveness of IUU fishing in all regions and in 
all types of fisheries. Mr Mathiesen spoke about the need for the delegates to provide 
recommendations on the main issues included in the working document including scope of the Global 
Record, a unique vessel identification system, hosting, management and funding, a phased 
implementation, access and privacy issues, legal issues and the needs of developing countries as the 
key issues for the Consultation. These recommendations would be provided to the Twenty-ninth 
Session of COFI in January 2011 for consideration. He closed by wishing the delegates success in 
their work. Mr Mathiesen’s opening statement is attached as Appendix D.  
 
ELECTION OF THE CHAIRPERSON 
 
5. Professor Martin Tsamenyi was elected Chairperson of the Consultation. In assuming the Chair he 
expressed his thanks to the Consultation for its confidence in electing him to the position. The 
Consultation agreed with the Chairperson’s proposal that all discussion would be held in Plenary, 
although informal open-ended working groups could be established, as required, to address specific 
issues. 
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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TECHNICAL 
CONSULTATION  
 
6. The Consultation adopted the Agenda as given in Appendix A. The Chairperson then outlined the 
timetable of work for the Consultation, noting that a degree of flexibility would be required to make 
best use of the resources available to the meeting.  
 
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRPERSONS AND DESIGNATION OF RAPPORTEUR 

 
7. Spain was designated as the first vice-chair, Argentina was designated as the second vice-chair 
and Japan was designated as the third vice-chair. Mr Jerry Walsh of Canada was designated as the 
Rapporteur.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE PROPOSED STRUCTURE AND STRATEGY FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GLOBAL RECORD OF FISHING 
VESSELS, REFRIGERATED TRANSPORT VESSELS AND SUPPLY VESSELS AND THE 
DELIVERY OF RECOMMENDATIONS PERTAINING THERETO  

 
Types of vessels eligible to be included in the Global Record (GR) 
 
8. The Technical Consultation (TC) discussed the types of vessels eligible to be included in the GR 
and unanimously agreed that all vessels, including vessels of fishing entities, that fall within the 
definitions of ‘vessel’, ‘fishing’, and ‘fishing-related activity’ as specified in the Agreement on Port 
State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing, be 
included in the GR with the following exclusions: (i) recreational vessels, as defined by each member 
State or fishing entity; and (ii) container vessels that are not carrying fish or, if carrying fish, only fish 
that have been previously landed. 
 
9. China held the view that “other circumstances specified by regulations or laws of a flag State” 
should be inserted as the third exclusion in Recommendation 1. 

 
Recommendation 1: 
The TC recommended that all vessels, including vessels of fishing entities that fall within the 
definitions of ‘vessel’, ‘fishing’, and ‘fishing-related activity’ as specified in the Agreement on Port 
State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing, be 
included explicitly in the GR with the following exclusions: 
(i) recreational vessels, as defined by each member State or fishing entity; and 
(ii) container vessels that are not carrying fish or, if carrying fish, only fish that have  
been previously landed. 
 
Areas of fishing operation to be included in the GR 
 
10. The TC discussed the areas of fishing operation to be covered by the GR. The discussion 
considered various areas of coverage including high seas, marine areas under national jurisdiction, 
inland waters and those areas that are subject to bilateral arrangements. It was agreed that a flexible 
approach should be taken so that all areas are included while at the same time allowing States to 
determine application. In relation to inland fisheries there was interest in making the GR available, 
particularly to large scale inland fisheries and that a flexible approach should be taken in the 
recommendation to accommodate this. 
 
11. China held the view that the GR should apply only to vessels fishing in the high seas. 
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Recommendation 2: 
Acknowledging the need for a phased and flexible approach, the TC recommended that as a general 
principle, the GR should apply to all vessels as defined in Recommendation 1 regardless of their area 
of operation, while at the same time allowing coastal States to determine application. 
 
It was also recommended that a flexible approach should be taken to the inclusion of vessels fishing in 
fresh water areas to take account of different circumstances. States should be free to include such 
eligible vessels if deemed appropriate by them.  
 
Vessels to be included in the GR as established by agreed criteria such as size 
 
12. The TC discussed whether: 

(i) all fishing vessels should be included in the GR; or  
(ii) whether vessels should be included based on agreed criteria such as length and/or 

tonnage. 
 

13. It was recognized that it may be difficult for some States to obtain the appropriate information on 
artisanal vessels, as defined by legislation of member States, to allow inclusion of these vessels in the 
GR. 

 
Recommendation 3: 
The TC recommended that all vessels ≥ 10 GT, ≥ 10 GRT or ≥ 12 metres in length (LOA) be included 
in the GR, recognizing that a phased implementation was necessary and that due consideration be 
given to the characteristics of smaller vessels. 
 
Endorsement of the Unique Vessel Identifier (UVI) concept for the GR 
 
14. Recognizing that the UVI is an essential prerequisite to maintaining the integrity of the GR, the 
TC discussed various options available for the development of a UVI for all eligible vessels in the GR. 
 
15. The TC considered whether FAO should develop a new UVI scheme for use in the Global Record 
but agreed that the use of the established and proven UVI scheme administered by IHS-Fairplay 
provided significant advantages. In light of the alternatives analysed by the TC, IHS-Fairplay is the 
supplier with the most experience which could provide the UVI to the GR. It was understood that IHS-
Fairplay has agreed to work with FAO and member States to both administer a UVI scheme for the 
GR and further develop appropriate information requirements for smaller vessels.  There is a need for 
member States to clearly understand how information should be transferred in support of a UVI 
application to IHS-Fairplay.  FAO should provide clarity in this respect.  
 
Recommendation 4:  
It was recommended that the provision of UVI numbers to all vessels in Recommendation 1 to be 
found in the GR be entrusted to a competent body, highlighting that IHS-Fairplay has the capability 
and experience in this field. 
 
It was further recommended that due consideration be given to the characteristics of smaller vessels 
and the need for sufficient information to ensure a Unique Vessel Identifier could apply to smaller 
vessels. 
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Minimum information to be supplied in support of an application for a Unique Vessel Identifier 
for the GR 
 
16. The TC determined that defining the minimum information to be submitted in support of an 
application for a UVI was complex and that the differing capacities of different member States to 
provide all the information needed to be considered. In drawing on a range of existing sources, 
specific criteria could be identified for larger vessels but recognizing that different criteria would be 
needed for smaller vessels.  
 
17. The TC’s attention was drawn to Article VI of the 1993 Agreement to Promote Compliance with 
International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas, and 
subsequent Agreements which could provide some general context for the development of minimum 
information required for the GR.  
 
18. It was also recognized that member States needed flexibility to decide whether a vessel should be 
recorded in the large or small vessel category.  
 
Recommendation 5: 
It was recommended that the information contained in Tables 1 and 2 below should comprise the 
minimum criteria to be submitted in support of an application for a UVI for all vessels ≥ 100 GT, 100 
GRT or ≥ 24 m (LOA).  
 
It was further recommended that member States which have vessels of a lesser size should be free to 
apply these criteria, if they so wished, in order to expedite an application for a UVI for these vessels 
and their subsequent entry into the GR.  
 
It was further recommended that separate criteria facilitating the application of the UVI for smaller 
vessels be developed and that COFI request FAO to work with member States and IHS-Fairplay to 
develop these criteria. 
 
 
 

Table 1 
Core Information Requirements for Obtaining a UVI 

Vessels ≥ 100GT / 100GRT / 24 m (LOA) Plus Other Vessels at Flag State Discretion 

• Registered Owner  
• Flag State  
• Name of Fishing Vessel  
• National Registration/Official Number   
• Previous Vessel Names  
• Port of Registry  
• Address of Owner or Owners  
• Previous Flag or Flags (if any)  
• International Radio Call Sign (if issued) 
• Where and When Built  
• Type of Vessel  
• Dead Weight (if applicable) 
• Length 

• Moulded Depth  
• Beam  
• MMSI (if issued) 
• GT or GRT (to be specified) 
• Net Tonnage (if applicable) 
• Power of Main Engine or Engines  
• Ship Builder  
• Country of Build 
• Parallel Registry (if applicable)  
• Commercial Operator  

(if applicable – Name and Address) 
• Date Entered onto Flag State Register 
• Date Ship De-registered (by the previous 

flag State, if applicable 
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Additional Information Modules Supported 
 

19. The TC considered what type of additional information should be introduced into the GR and 
found Figure 1 (below) particularly helpful. It displays the types of information that the TC 
believed would assist in the fight against IUU fishing and the type of modular development 
that could occur within the GR over time. No decision was made as to the specific information 
that should be included within each module. 

 
20. The TC agreed that only the information required in support of an application for a UVI would 

be required in phase 1 of the GR implementation. 
 

Figure 1 
 

Table 2 
Additional Information Requirements to be Collected within 5 Years of a UVI Being 

Issued 
Vessels ≥ 100GT / 100GRT / 24 m (LOA) 

• Parent Company Registered Owner  
• Ship Manager  (if applicable) 
• Bareboat/Demise Charter (if applicable) 

• Parallel-in Ships True Ownership 
Registration Details (if any) 

• Parallel-out Ships True Owner Details 
(if any) 

 

This core vessel identification 
information and ownership 
detail is at the heart of the 

Global Record.  
This information is central to 

and drives all other Global 
Record functions. 
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Recommendation 6: 
The TC recommended that associated information be provided for the GR over time which are 
relevant and add value to the core purpose of fighting IUU fishing, recognizing the ongoing need for 
capacity development by member States where necessary. 
 
The TC drew attention to the responsibilities of flag States under international law and, therefore 
recommended the provision and updating of information for the GR by the flag State. 
 
Hosting, management and funding of the GR  
 
21. The TC considered three options for the hosting and management of the GR: 

i. A GR hosted and managed entirely within FAO; 
ii. A GR managed within FAO but with the technical database services contracted to a 

suitable third party; and 
iii. A GR hosted and managed entirely by an agency external to FAO. 

The existing external databases considered as suitable hosts for the GR were the  EQUASIS database 
and the GISIS database operated by IMO. 
 
22. In principle there was support for FAO to host and manage the GR, subject to a cost comparison 
among the three options and a need for flexibility to enable the participation of fishing entities in the 
GR.   
 
23. The Secretariat noted that the indicative estimated costs as reported in Document TC/GR/2010/2 
represented a substantial proportion of the Regular Programme funds currently available to the 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department and that therefore extra-budgetary funds would be required if 
FAO was to undertake these responsibilities without the need for substantial reductions in several 
other high priority programmes and activities currently being undertaken under the Regular 
Programme. 
 
24. The TC agreed that whatever funding option was decided on by COFI, long-term certainty of 
funding to the GR was essential. 
 
Recommendation   7: 
The TC requested that the FAO Secretariat develop a full cost comparison for the various options for 
COFI and conscious of the need for these cost considerations, the TC recommended that the hosting 
and management of the GR by FAO be subject to evaluation of the cost considerations by COFI.   
 
A phased implementation of the Global Record is needed 
 
25. The TC considered that a phased implementation of the GR was essential to allow sensible 
development and to cater for the development needs of member States so that maximum participation 
could be achieved. 
 
26. Three phases were agreed subject to suitable progressive evaluation and further work on the 
information requirements pertaining to the application of a UVI to smaller vessels. The three phases 
that were agreed to are: 

i. Phase 1:   All vessels ≥ 100GT or ≥ 100GRT or ≥ 24m. It was noted that the GR 
should provide sufficient flexibility for States to apply the information criteria to 
smaller vessels (particularly those in phase 2) and to introduce them as part of phase 1 
if they so wish. 

ii. Phase 2:   All vessels < 100GT or < 100GRT or < 24m but ≥ 50GT or ≥ 50GRT or ≥ 
18m). 

iii. Phase 3:  All other eligible vessels, notably vessels < 50GT or < 50GRT or < 18m but 
≥ 10GT or ≥ 10GRT or ≥ 12m).  
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Overlaying the implementation of these three phases would be the development of appropriate 
information modules, subject to appropriate information criteria being agreed. 
 
27. It was also agreed that the GR implementation plan will be contingent upon a number of 
considerations, including: a) provision of a sustainable and adequate budget; b) negotiation of 
appropriate contracts for various components of the GR, if needed; c) clarification of the appropriate 
criteria in support of an application for a GR UVI for smaller vessels; and d) overcoming the 
challenges of developing States in gathering the needed information through support for capacity 
development. 
 
Recommendation 8: 
It was recommended that the FAO proceed with a phased implementation of the GR over an eight-year 
period according to a plan developed by FAO.  
 
It was further recommended that COFI request FAO to work with the member countries to clarify the 
administrative arrangements for the introduction and implementation of phase 1 of the GR. 
 
Information access and privacy issues regarding GR information 
 
28. The TC discussed the appropriate levels of access for various types of information. There was 
general support for having information on vessel characteristics publicly available as this supported 
the GR’s goal of transparency in the fight against IUU fishing.  A number of member States identified 
difficulties in providing personal or proprietary information as a result of legislative, judicial, policy or 
other restrictions which will need to be taken in to account.  Protocols to control the access to certain 
types of information such as personal or proprietary information may need to be developed by FAO in 
collaboration with member States. It was also recognized that access to personal or proprietary 
information may need to be restricted if required by national legislation and individual States should 
address these issues over time. Appropriate restrictions may also need to be considered when 
determinations are made regarding future information to be supplied to the GR.  
 
Recommendation 9: 
It was recommended, as a general principle that vessel characteristics information be in the public 
domain.   
 
It was further recommended that other information would be subject to some restriction if necessary, 
taking into account national legislative requirements. 
 
The appropriateness of a future binding legal instrument for the GR 
 
29. The TC was asked to consider whether the GR should be developed as a voluntary initiative and 
remain as such, or whether over time a legally binding instrument should be developed. The need for 
strong political commitment, in particular the need for member States to supply the information 
necessary to achieve the core GR objective of combating IUU fishing by improving transparency as it 
related to fishing vessels, was identified as essential to the success of the GR. 



 

 

8

Recommendation 10: 
It was recommended that the GR should be launched as soon as possible as a voluntary initiative, 
using a phased approach to the implementation process, including comprehensive evaluation at the end 
of phase one (approximately the end of 2013). 
 
It was also recommended that based on the findings of that evaluation, further work should be 
completed to lay a foundation to consider on a voluntary basis a legally binding instrument which 
provides for the application of a UVI to eligible vessels along with specification as to the current and 
future information requirements of the GR. 
 
Developing country needs and opportunities 
 
30. The TC considered the needs and opportunities of developing countries in the context of the 
development, implementation and operation of the GR and in doing so noted that Article 21 of the 
Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing is particularly helpful. 
The assessment of needs and opportunities should be completed as a first step recognizing some 
developing countries have various capacities with regard to implementation. It was also noted that 
these assessments should be mindful of the ongoing need for assistance and support beyond the initial 
implementation phase. 
 
31. Areas identified for assistance included: 

• In development of integrated national vessel record or registration systems between 
fisheries ministries and maritime authorities or administrations or other relevant 
authorities; 

• Assistance with technology; 
• Assistance to establish systems for the effective collection of data;  
• Assistance with legislative development; and 
• Training in the effective use of any capacity or technology improvements. 

 
32. Suggestions were also made on how the needs of developing countries might be effectively 
assessed and FAO was encouraged to use all available means, including working with subregional 
groups and Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs) and using such tools as 
questionnaires and workshops to obtain the information and implement solutions. 
 
Recommendation 11: 
It was recommended that FAO should provide, as far as possible, adequate resources and capacity to 
identify the needs and opportunities of developing countries in relation to the GR so that once 
identified, strategies can be developed and implemented to address these needs and to realize 
opportunities, enabling these developing countries to engage effectively in, and benefit from, the GR 
process. 
 
OTHER MATTERS 
 
33. Ms Kuruc notified delegates of the Third Global Fisheries Enforcement Training Workshop, to be 
held 28 February—4 March 2011, in Maputo, Mozambique. This is the only global level fisheries 
monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) workshop in existence.  It allows MCS professionals to 
exchange experiences and learn about some of the latest trends in the fishing sector regarding MCS 
and IUU fishing. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 
 
34. The report of the Technical Consultation was adopted on 12 November 2010 at 16.30 hours. 
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APPENDIX A 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

1. Opening of the Technical Consultation 
 
2. Election of the Chairperson 

 
3. Adoption of the agenda and arrangements for the Technical Consultation 

 
4. Election of Vice-Chairpersons and designation of Rapporteur 

 
5. Consideration of the proposed Structure and Strategy for the Development and 

Implementation of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and 

Supply Vessels and the delivery of recommendations pertaining thereto 

 
6. Other matters 

 
7. Adoption of the report 
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Phone: +86 10 59191590 
Fax: +86 10 59192956 
E-mail: fisherieslaw@agri.gov.cn 

 
COLOMBIA - COLOMBIE 
 
Jefe de Delegación 

Sra Beatriz CALVO 
Consejero 
Representante Permanente ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente ante la FAO  
Embajada de la República de Colombia  
Via Giuseppe Pisanelli 4, Int. 10  
00196 Rome, Italy  
Phone: +39 06 3612131 int.102 
Fax: +39 06 3225798 
E-mail: beatriz.calvo@cancilleria.gov.co 

 
COSTA RICA 
 
Jefe de Delegación 

Jorge REVOLLO 
Ministro Consejero ante la Santa Sede  
Representante Permanente Alternante la FAO 
Representación Permanente ante la FAO   
Encargado de Negocios a.i.   
Embajada de la República de Costa Rica  
ante la Santa Sede  
Via G.B. Benedetti, 3  
00197 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 80660390 
Fax: +39 06 80660390 
E-mail: misfao@tiscali.it 

 
Suplente(s) 

Sra. Greta PREDELLA 
Asistente 
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente ante la FAO    
Embajada de la República de Costa Rica ante la 
Santa Sede  
Via G.B. Benedetti, 3  
00197 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 068 0660390 
Fax: +39 06 80660390 
E-mail: misfao2005@yahoo.it 
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ECUADOR - ÉQUATEUR 
 
Jefe de Delegación 

Humberto GOMEZ PROAÑO 
Delegado del Ministero de Relaciones 
Exteriores y de la  
Dirección General de Intereses Maritimes 
Phone: +39 389 5345270 
Fax: +39 06 8417563 
E-mail: mhgomezp@yahoo.com/ 
hgomez@inocar.mil.ec 

 
Suplente(s) 

Santiago Xavier RUBIO GARCES 
Jefe de Gestión Maritima  
de la Autoridad Maritima Nacional 
Phone: +593 9 6343339 
Fax: +593 4 2327287 
E-mail: xrubio@dirnea.org 

 
EGYPT - ÉGYPTE - EGIPTO 
 
Head of Delegation 

Essam OSMAN FAYED 
Agricultural Counsellor  
Deputy Permanent Representative to UN 
Agencies in Rome 
Permanent Representation to FAO 
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt  
Via Salaria, 267 (Villa Savoia)  
00199 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 8548956 
Fax: +39 06 8542603 
E-mail: egypt@agrioffegypt.it 

 
EUROPEAN UNION (MEMBER 
ORGANIZATION) - UNION EUROPÉENNE 
(ORGANISATION MEMBRE) - UNIÓN 
EUROPEA (ORGANIZACIÓN MIEMBRO) 
 
Chef de délégation 

Casto LOPEZ BENITEZ 
Fleet Policy Administrator 
Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries 
Rue Joseph II, 99  1/33 
1049 Brussels 
Phone: +32 2 299 6077  

 

Suppléant(s) 
Thierry REMY 
Business Analyst 
European Commission 
Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries 
Rue de la Loi, 16 
1049 Brussels 
Phone: +32 2 2966798  

 
GHANA 
 
Head of Delegation 

Ms Patricia Anyekai MARKWEI 
Deputy Director of Fisheries 
Fisheries Commission 
P.O.Box 630 
Accra 
Phone: +233 302 678060 ; +233 244  272791 
Fax: +233 302 678061 
E-mail: patmark3@yahoo.com 

 
GUINEA - GUINÉE 
 
Chef de délégation 

Ms Maimouna Fayel N'DIAYE 
Chef de Service  
Registre National des Navires de Pêche 
Industrielle 
Représentant permanent auprès de la FAO  
Ambassade de la République de Guinée  
Via Adelaide Ristori, 9b/13  
00197 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 8078989 
Fax: +39 06 8077588 
E-mail: ambaguineerome1@virgilio.it 

 
HONDURAS 
 
Jefe de Delegación 

Sra Mayra REINA TITTA 
Ministro Consejero  
Representante Permanente Adjunto ante la FAO  
Encargado de Negocios a.i.  
Embajada de la República de Honduras  
Via Giambattista Vico 40, int. 8  
00196 Rome, Italy  
Phone: +39 3337942650 
E-mail: mayrareina@libero.it 
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IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) - IRAN 
(RÉPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D') - IRÁN 
(REPÚBLICA ISLÁMICA DEL) 
 
Head of Delegation 

Javad SHAKHS TAVAKOLIAN J. 
Ambassador  
Permanent Representative to FAO  
Permanent Representation to FAO  
Via Aventina, 8  
00153 Rome, Italy  
Phone: +39 06 5780334 
Fax: +39 06 5747636 
E-mail: missiranfao@missiranfao.191.it 

 
Alternate(s) 

Mokhtar AKHONDI G.D. 
Deputy for Fisheries and Fishing Affairs 
Iran Fisheries Organization 
Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture 
Teheran 
Phone: +98 21 66943965 
Fax: +98 21 66943852 
E-mail: akhondi2200@yahoo.com 

 
Ali Reza MOHAJER A. 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation to FAO  
Via Aventina, 8  
00153 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 5780334 
Fax: +39 06 5747636 
E-mail: missiranfao@missiranfao.191.it 

 
Seyed Morteza ZAREI S. 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation to FAO  
Via Aventina, 8  
00153 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 5780334 
Fax: +39 06 5747636 
E-mail: missiranfao@missiranfao.191.it 

 

ITALY - ITALIE - ITALIA 
 
Head of Delegation 

Fabrizio BOCCOLI 
Administrative/Statistician 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
Policy  
General Directorate of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 
Fleet Register Unit 
Viale dell'Arte 16 
Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 59 084920 - 4502 
E-mail: f.boccoli@politicheagricole.it 

 
Alternate(s) 

Gaetano AMATO 
Administrative Assistant 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
Policy  
General Directorate of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 
Viale dell'Arte 16 
Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 59084176 
E-mail: g.amato@politicheagricole.it 

 
Innocenzo CIGNINI 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
Policy  
General Directorate of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 
Viale dell'Arte 16 
Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 59084920 
Fax: +39 06 59084176 
E-mail: i.cignini@politicheagricole.it 

 
Maurizio TORDONI 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
Policy  
General Directorate of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 
Viale dell'Arte 16 
Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 59084920 
Fax: +39 06 59084176 
E-mail: m.tordoni@politicheagricole.it 
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JAPAN - JAPON - JAPÓN 
 
Head of Delegation 

Takashi KOYA 
Senior Fisheries Negotiator 
International Affairs Division 
Resources Management Department 
Fisheries Agency  
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries  
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku  
Tokyo 100-8950  
E-mail: takashi_koya@nm_maffigo.jp 

 
Alternate(s) 

Katsumasa MIYAUCHI 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation to FAO  
Embassy of Japan  
Via Quintino Sella, 60  
00187 Rome, Italy  
Phone: +39 06 48799415/0/1/2 (dir) + 39 06 
487991 
  

 
Haruo TOMINAGA 
Assistant Director  
International Affairs Division 
Resources Management Department 
Fisheries Agency  
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries  
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku  
Tokyo 100-8950  
E-mail: haruo_tominga@nm.maff.go.jp 

 
KUWAIT - KOWEÏT 
 
Head of Delegation 

Khaled A.O. AL-RASCHED 
Counsellor  
Permanent Representative to FAO  
Permanent Representation to FAO 
Via della Fonte di Fauno, 26  
00153 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 5754598 
Fax: +39 06 5754590 
E-mail: kuwait_FAO@tiscali.it 

 

Alternate(s) 
Faisal AL-HASAWI 
First Secretary Permanent Representative to 
FAO 
Permanent Representation to FAO 
Via della Fonte di Fauno, 26  
00153 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 5754598 
Fax: +39 06 5754590 
E-mail: kuwait_FAO@tiscali.it 

 
Manar Mohammad AL-SABAH 
Attaché Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation to FAO 
Via della Fonte di Fauno, 26  
00153 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 5754598 
Fax: +39 06 5754590 
E-mail: kuwait_FAO@tiscali.it 

 
LEBANON - LIBAN - LÍBANO 
 
Chef de délégation 

Ahmad ABDALLAH 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Rue des Ambassades  
Bir Hassan, Henri Chehab Caserne  
Beyrouth 
Phone: +961 3 297086 
Fax: +961 1 849614 
E-mail: a.h.ahmad@live.com 

 
Suppléant(s) 

Hassan ATOUI 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Rue des Ambassades  
Bir Hassan, Henri Chehab Caserne  
Beyrouth 
Phone: +961 1 842474 
Fax: +961 1 849614 
E-mail: hatwe@agriculture.gov.lb 

 
Samir MAJDALANI 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Rue des Ambassades  
Bir Hassan, Henri Chehab Caserne  
Beyrouth 
Phone: +961 3 384421 
Fax: +961 1 849621 
E-mail: sem@cyberia.net.lb 
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MADAGASCAR 
 
Chef de délégation 

Georges RAFOMANDANA 
Sécretaore Général 
Minsitère des Pêches et des Ressources 
Halieutiques 
BP 60114 Ampandrianoby 
Antananarivo 101 
Phone: +261 32 0720173 
E-mail: rafo.geo@blueline.mg 

 
Suppléant(s) 

Harimandimby RASOLONJATOVO 
Directeur du Centre de Surveillance des Pêches 
Centre de Surveillance des Pêches 
Minsitère des Pêches et des Ressources 
Halieutiques 
BP 60114 Ampandrianoby 
Antananarivo 101 
Phone: +261 320 746742 
Fax: +261 202 249014 
E-mail: rasolo.vevey@blueline.mg 

 
MALAYSIA - MALAISIE - MALASIA 
 
Head of Delegation 

Azman MOHD SAAD 
Agriculture Attaché  
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO  
Embassy of Malaysia  
Via Nomentana, 297  
00162 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 8417026/ 5764/ 1339 
Fax: +39 06 8555110 
E-mail: aa.rome@ambasciatamalaysia.it 

 
Alternate(s) 

Azhar MOHD ISA 
Assistant Agriculture Attaché 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO  
Embassy of Malaysia  
Via Nomentana, 297  
00162 Rome, Italy  
Phone: +39 06 8417026/ 1339/ 5764 
Fax: +39 06 8555110 
E-mail: aaa.rome@ambasciatamalaysia.it 

 

MOROCCO - MAROC - MARRUECOS 
 
Chef de délégation 

Mme Zahra ROCHDI 
Chef 
Division des Affaires Juridiques 
Ministère de l'agriculture et de la Pêche 
Maritime 
Rabat 
Phone: +212 537 688165 
Fax: +212 537 688194 
E-mail: rochdi@mpm.gov.ma 

 
Khalid QAINI 
Ingenieur d'etat 
Chef 
Service de la gestion administrative de la flotte 
de pêche 
Ministère de l'Agriculture et des Pêches 
Maritimes 
Adgal, Cité administrative 
Rabat 
Phone: +39 06 62542501 
Fax: +212 537688363 
E-mail: qaini@mpm.mov.gov 

 
NAMIBIA - NAMIBIE 
 
Head of Delegation 

Bonifatius AMUTSE 
Deputy Director 
Operations-Monitoring, Control and 
Survellance 
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources 
Pibag 13355  
Windhoek 
Phone: +264 61 2053013 
Fax: +264 61 240412 
E-mail: bamutse@mfmr.gov.na 

 
Ms Julia EINO 
Fisheries Inspector 
Inspectorate 
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources 
1594 Walvis Bay 
Phone: +264 64 2016239 
Fax: +264 64 2016228 
E-mail: jeino@mfmr.gov.na 

 



 

 

16

OMAN - OMÁN 
 
Head of Delegation 

Nasser AL-KIYUMI 
Director 
Fisheries Licensing and Surveillance 
Department 
Ministry of Fisheries Wealth  
Muscat 
Phone: +968 24688308 
Fax: +968 24688239 
E-mail: nsalkiyumi2@hotmail.com 

 
Alternate(s) 

Abdalla AL-HARTHY 
Ship Captain 
Ministry of Fisheries Wealth  
Muscat 
Phone: +968 99322076 
Fax: +968 24740159 
E-mail: dullah9112@hotmail.com 

 
Khamis AL-HINAI 
Head of Licences Fisheries section 
Ministry of Fisheries Wealth 
Muscat 
Phone: +968 99311727 
Fax: +968 24688329 
E-mail: kkkhinai@hotmail.com 

 
PANAMA - PANAMÁ 
 
Jefe de Delegación 

Giovanni LAURI 
Administrador 
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuaticos 
Ciudad de Panamá 
Phone: +507 511 6000  

 
Alexis RODRIGUEZ 
Jefe Control y Cumplimiento 
Autoridad Marítima de Panamá 
Ciudad de Panamá 
Phone: +507 501 5030 
Fax: +507 501 5082 
E-mail: alrodriguez@amp.gob.pa 

 

Sra Gina VERGARA 
Abogada Control y Cumplimiento  
Autoridad Marítima de Panamá 
Pan Canal Plaza, Oficina 107 
Ciudad de Panamá 
Phone: +507 501 5029 
Fax: +507 501 5082 
E-mail: gvergara@amp.gob.pa 

 
POLAND - POLOGNE - POLONIA 
 
Head of Delegation 

Wieslaw BARANIEWSKI 
Fisheries Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Fisheries Deptartment 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
Warsaw 
Phone: +48 22 623 26 42 
Fax: +48 22 623 12 43 
E-mail: Wieslaw.Baraniewski@minrol.gov.pl 

 
ROMANIA - ROUMANIE - RUMANIA 
 
Chef de délégation 

Ms Mihaela CRETEANU 
Counsellor 
National Agency of Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Bd. Carol I, nr. 24, District 3 
Bucharest 
Phone: +040 241 555343 
Fax: +040 241 555343 
E-mail: mihaela.creteanu@anpa.ro 

 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION - FÉDÉRATION DE 
RUSSIE - FEDERACIÓN DE RUSIA 
 
Alternate(s) 

Alexander OKHANOV 
Alternate Permanent Representative  to FAO 
Permanent Representation to FAO  
Embassy of the Russian Federation  
Via Gaeta, 5  
00185 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 8557749 
Fax: +39 06 8557749 
E-mail: rusfishfao@mail.ru 
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SPAIN - ESPAGNE - ESPAÑA 
 
Jefe de Delegación 

Sra. Rosaura DEL VAL IZQUIERDO 
Subdirectora General de Ordenación y 
Planificación de la Flota y Formación 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Medio Rural y 
Marino 
C/Velázquez, 144 
28071 Madrid 
Phone: +34 91 3476060 
E-mail: rdelvali@mapa.es 

 
Suplente(s) 

Alberto LOPEZ GARCIA ASENJO A. 
Representante Permanente Adjunto ante la FAO 
y el PMA 
Embajada de España  
Largo dei Lombardi, 21  
00186 Rome, Italy  
Phone: +39 06 6869539 
Fax: +39 06 6873076 
E-mail: albertolopez@tiscali.it 

 
Javier PIZARROSO QUINTERO 
Jefe de Servicio de Renovación de la Flota  
Subdirección General de Ordenación y 
Planificación de la Flota y Formación 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Medio Rural y 
Marino 
C/ Velázquez 144 - 28071 Madrid 
Phone: +34 91 3476220 
Fax: +34 93 476058 
E-mail: jpizarro@mapa.es 

 
THAILAND - THAÏLANDE - TAILANDIA 
 
Head of Delegation 

Pirochana SAIKLIANG 
Director of Upper Gulf of 
Marine Fisheries Research and Development 
Center (Samut Prakan) 
Department of Fisheries 
Bangkok 
Phone: +66 28167635/38 
Fax: +66 28167634 
E-mail: pirochas@hotmail.com 

 

TUNISIA - TUNISIE - TÚNEZ 
 
Chef de délégation 

Rachid FELFEL 
Directeur de la Flotte et de la Navigation 
Maritime 
Office de la Marine Marchande et des Ports 
OMMP 
Minsitère du Transport 
Batiment Administratif 
La Goulette 2060 
Phone: +216 71 737559 
Fax: +216 71 735812 
E-mail: r.felfel@ommp.nat.tn 

 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND NORTHERN IRELAND- ROYAUME-
UNI - REINO UNIDO 
 
Head of Delegation 

Richard PARSONS 
International Sustainable Marine & Fisheries 
Team 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs 
London 
Phone: +44 020 7238 3129 
E-mail: 
richard.parsons@DEFRA.GSI.GOV.UK 

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ÉTATS-
UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE - ESTADOS UNIDOS DE 
AMÉRICA 
 
Head of Delegation 

Dean SWANSON 
Chief, International Fisheries Affairs Division 
National Marine Fisheries Service, F/IA1 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD  20910 
Phone: +1 301 7132276 
Fax: +1 301 7132313 
E-mail: Dean.Swanson@noaa.gov 

 
Alternate(s) 

Christopher BARROWS 
U.S. Coast Guard Liaison 
U.S. Department of State (OES/OMC) 
Office of Marine Conservation 
2201 C. Street, NW  Suite 2758 
Washington, DC  20520 
Phone: +1 202 6473177 
Fax: +1 202 7367350 
E-mail: barrowscm@state.gov 
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VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF) 
- VENEZUELA (RÉPUBLIQUE 
BOLIVARIENNE DU) - VENEZUELA 
(REPÚBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE) 
 
Jefe de Delegación 

Edgardo IBARRA ZUNIGA E.R. 
Segundo Secretario 
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente ante la FAO  
Via G. Antonelli, 47  
00197 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 8081407 
Fax: +39 06 80690022 
E-mail: embavenefao@iol.it 

 
Suplente(s) 

Manuel CLAROS OVIEDO M.E. 
Segundo Secretario 
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente ante la FAO  
Via G. Antonelli, 47  
00197 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 8081407 
Fax: +39 06 80690022 
E-mail: embavenefao@iol.it 

 
YEMEN - YÉMEN 
 
Alternate(s) 

Nabil ABDULKADER 
Counselor 
c/o Embassy of the Republic of Yemen 
Via Antonio Bosio, 10 
00161 Rome 
Phone: +39 06 44231679 
Fax: +39 06 44234763 
E-mail: segreteria@yemenembassy.it 

 
Ahmed Ali AL-ASSRY 
Counsellor 
Embassy of the Republic of Yemen 
via Antonio Bosio, 10 
00161 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 4423 1679 
Fax: +39 06 44234763 
E-mail: segreteria@yemenembassy.it 

 

ZIMBABWE 
 
Head of Delegation 

Allowance Lee ZOTOH-SANGO 
Director Transport Management Division 
Ministry of Transport, Communications and 
Infrastructural Development 
Kaguvi building 
Corner 4th Central Avenue 
Harare 
Phone: +263 712212919 / + 263 04735836 
Fax: +263 04726739 
E-mail: alzsango@africaonline.Co.zw 

 
Alternate(s) 

Tendayi NHEKEDZA 
Counsellor  
Alternate Permanent Representative to 
FAO 
Permanent Representation to FAO  
Chargé d'Affaires a.i.   
Embassy of the Republic of Zimbabwe  
Via Virgilio, 8  
00193 Rome, Italy 
Phone: +39 06 68308282 
Fax: +39 06 68308324 
E-mail: zimrome-wolit@tiscali.it 
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OBSERVERS FROM 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

OBSERVATEURS D'ORGANISATIONS 
INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES 

OBSERVADORES DE LAS 
ORGANIZACIONES 

INTERGUBERNAMENTALES 
 

FISHERIES COMMITTEE FOR THE 
WEST CENTRAL GULF OF GUINEA 
 

Per Erik BERGH 
SIF Programme Coordinator 
Stop Illegal Fishing 
Private bag 351 NO 145, Postnet Kgale 
Gaborone, Botswana 
Phone: + 267 3926298 
Fax: +267 3926290 
E-mail: Pebergh@nfds.infs 

 
Séraphin DEDI NADJE 
Secretariat General 
FCWC 
PO Box BT 62 
Tema, Ghana 
Phone: +233 207586321 
E-mail: sdedi.nadje@yahoo.fr 

 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA 
COMMISSION 
COMMISSION INTERAMÉRICAINE DU 
THON TROPICAL 
COMISIÓN INTERAMERICANA DEL 
ATÚN TROPICAL 
 

Jose Alejandro PEREZ 
Fisheries Information Systems Specialist 
Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission 
8604 La Jolla Shores Drive, 92037  
la Jolla, California, 
United States of America 
Phone: +1 858 546 7100 
Fax: +1 858 546 7133 
E-mail: aperez@iattc.org 

 
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 
THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC 
TUNAS 
COMMISSION INTERNATIONALE 
POUR LA CONSERVATION DES 
THONIDÉS DE L' ATLANTIQUE 
COMISIÓN INTERNACIONAL PARA LA 
CONSERVACIÓN DEL ATÚN DEL 
ATLÁNTICO 
 

Mauricio ORTIZ 
Fisheries Statistician 
ICCAT 
Calle Corazón de Maria 8, 6th Floor 
Madrid, Spain 
Phone: +34 91 4165600 
Fax: +34 91 4152612 
E-mail: mauricio.ortiz@iccat.int 
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OBSERVERS FROM INTERNATIONAL 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 
OBSERVATEURS DES 

ORGANISATIONS  NON-
GOUVERNAMENTALES 

INTERNATIONALES 
OBSERVADORES  DE LAS 

ORGANIZACIONES 
INTERNACIONALES NO 
GUBERNAMENTALES 

 
INTERNATIONAL SEAFOOD 
SUSTAINABILITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Robin ALLEN 
Scientific Advisory Committee 
ISSA 
PO Box 5159 Springlands 
Blenheim 7241, New Zealand 
Phone: +64 21 1779972 
E-mail: rjallen98@ihug.co.nz 

 

PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS 
 

Gunnar ALBUM 
Pew Environment Group  
Barents Sea Office  
8285 Leines, Norway 
Phone: +47 97756810 
E-mail: album@online.no 

 
WORLD WILDLIFE FUND 
INTERNATIONAL 
 

Alistair GRAHAM 
World Wide Fund for Nature International 
37 Rocky Bay Road 
Cygnet, Tasmania 7112, Australia 
Phone: +61 439 568376 
E-mail: alistairgraham1@bigpond.com 
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CHAIRPERSON 
 

Prof. Martin Tsamenyi 
Professor of Law  
Director of the Australian National Centre  
for Ocean Resources and Security 
(ANCORS) 
University of Wollongong 
Wollongong, NSW 2522  
Australia  
Phone: +61 2 4221 3224 
E-mail: tsamenyi@uow.edu.au 

 
FAO 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome 
Italy 
 

Árni M. Mathiesen 
Assistant Director-General 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Phone: +39 06 57056423 
E-mail: arni.mathiesen@fao.org 

 
Kevern Cochrane 
Director  
Resource Use and Conservation Division 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Phone: +39 06 57056109 
E-mail: kevern.cochrane@fao.org 

 
Jean-Francois Pulvenis 
Director 
Policy and Economics Division 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Phone: +39 06 57054138 
E-mail: JeanFrancois.pulvenis@fao.org 

 
SECRETARIAT 
 

Ms Michele Kuruc 
Service Coordinator  
Fishing Operations and Technology (FIRO) 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Phone: +39 06 57055836 
E-mail: michele.kuruc@fao.org 

 

Blaise Kuemlangan 
Legal Officer 
Development Law Service 
Legal Office 
Phone: +39 06 570 54080 
Fax: +39 06 570 54408 
E-mail: blaise.kuemlangan@fao.org 
 
Ari Gudmundsson 
Fisheries Resources Officer 
Fishing Operations and Technology (FIRO) 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Phone: +39 06 57054561 
E-mail: ari.gudmundsson@fao.org 

 
Raschad Al-Khafaji 
Liaison and Meetings Officer 
Policy, Economics and Institutions (FIPI) 
Policy and Economics Division 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Phone: +39 06 570 55105 
E-mail: raschad.alkhafaji@fao.org 

 
Ms Pilar Arocena 
Meetings Clerk 
Policy, Economics and Institutions (FIPI) 
Policy and Economics Division 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Phone: +39 06 570 55335 
E-mail: pilar.arocena@fao.org 

 
Davide Trebbi 
Secretary 
Fishing Operations and Technology (FIRO) 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
Phone: +39 06 57056165 
E-mail: davide.trebbi@fao.org 
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APPENDIX C 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

 
TC-GR/2010/1 Provisional Agenda and Timetable 
 
TC-GR/2010/2  Comprehensive Technical Document identifying options for a structure and strategy 

for the development and implementation of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, 
Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels 

 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.1  Provisional List of documents 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.2  List of participants 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.3  Statement by the Assistant-Director General, FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Department 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.4  Report of the Expert Consultation on the Development of a Comprehensive Global 

Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels held 
in Rome, Italy, from 25 to 28 February 2008* 

 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.5  Report of the Investigation into Unique Vessel Identifier and Implementation 

Phasing Options for the Global Record* 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.6  Report of the High Level Requirements to Establish an Effective Global Record of 

Fishing Vessels* 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.7  Report of the Non-Functional Requirements to Establish an Effective Global Record 

of Fishing Vessels* 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.8  Report of the Detailed User Requirements to Establish an Effective Global Record 

of Fishing Vessels – HLR1 (Vessel Identification Information)* 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.9  Report of the Detailed User Requirements to Establish an Effective Global Record 

of Fishing Vessels – HLR2 (Activity)* 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.10  Report of the Detailed User Requirements to Establish an Effective Global Record 

of Fishing Vessels – HLR3 (Search)* 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.11  Report of the Detailed User Requirements to Establish an Effective Global Record 

of Fishing Vessels – HLR4 (Central Source)* 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.12  Report of the Detailed User Requirements to Establish an Effective Global Record 

of Fishing Vessels – HLR5 (Users)* 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.13  Report of the Detailed User Requirements to Establish an Effective Global Record 

of Fishing Vessels – HLR6 (Review Mechanisms)* 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.14  Report of the Detailed User Requirements to Establish an Effective Global Record 

of Fishing Vessels – HLR7 (Reporting)* 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.15  Report of the Detailed User Requirements to Establish an Effective Global Record 

of Fishing Vessels – HLR8 (Owner/Operators)* 
 
TC-GR/2010/Inf.16  Statement of Competence and Voting Rights Submitted by the European Union (EU) 

and its Members States 
 
Please Note: Extensive background documents and other information are available at the Global Record Web 
site  www.fao.org/fishery/global-record/en 
 
* This document is available in English only. 
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APPENDIX D 

 
 

Opening Statement by Mr Árni M. Mathiesen 
Assistant Director-General 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
FAO 

Rome, Italy 
 
Good morning, ladies and gentlemen: 
 
On behalf of the Director-General of FAO, Mr Jacques Diouf, let me convey a warm welcome to all of 
you, both to FAO and to Rome for this Technical Consultation.   
 
For the next five days you are here to talk about a new tool for combating illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing.  IUU fishing remains a persistent and complex problem in spite of the work done 
during the past decade to fight it. It is a serious threat to the health of fish stocks because it 
compromises efforts to manage fisheries and undermines the efforts of those who obey the rules, as 
well as being responsible for a host of other environmental and social problems.  As you know, where 
IUU fishing thrives, the negative impacts are immense and new tools are urgently needed to strengthen 
the efforts to combat it.    
 
Much has been learned about the conditions under which IUU related activities can flourish. Two 
primary conditions which currently facilitate the success of illegal operations are the inability to obtain 
basic information about vessels and inadequate transparency regarding ownership, authorizations, and 
activities. Readily available vessel information will make it more difficult and expensive for those 
who are intent on violating the laws and requirements by increasing the probability of detection by the 
authorities.  Making more information about vessels available to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU 
fishing is the core objective of the Global Record.   
 
The Global Record is envisaged as a global response to a global problem, a comprehensive database 
containing basic identification information about vessels that is easily searchable with the possibility 
of adding more information modules in the future. The information will be presented in a neutral way.  
 
As you know, a comprehensive Global Record was on the list of actions called for in the 2005 Rome 
Declaration on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing adopted by the FAO Ministerial Meeting 
on Fisheries.  The ministers considered the progress which had been made on IUU fishing and urged a 
shift from words to action.  When calling for the development of a global record those fisheries 
ministers proposed the inclusion not only of fishing vessels but also refrigerated transport vessels and 
supply vessels.  They felt this wider scope was important due to the roles of these supporting vessels 
in facilitating IUU activities because at sea transshipping presents opportunities for vessels to launder 
their catch and hide the illegality of their harvest. The ministers also noted that IUU activities occur in 
all regions and in all types of fisheries, ranging from large-scale high seas fisheries to small-scale 
artisanal fisheries.  
 
In accordance with direction from COFI in 2007 and 2009 and an Expert Consultation in 2008, the 
Global Record has been the subject of a significant amount of preliminary work which has been 
summarized in the materials for this meeting. This work has been informed by activities in the field, 
user needs workshops, meetings with many stakeholders, a pilot project and technical studies on 
options for a unique vessel identification scheme, a phased implementation, and data requirements in 
system design.  The Global Record is envisaged as a one stop global data base which is publicly 
available, but questions about its scope, the accessibility of its information, its design and 
maintenance, how best to provide for the needs of developing countries and other issues are the 
questions FAO is looking to you for guidance on through this Technical Consultation.  
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The problems caused by IUU activities create challenges which are much more than any one State can 
handle and international cooperation is essential. Likewise the Global Record should not be considered 
a stand-alone tool but as one part of a group of measures. This week, while discussing the Global 
Record you should keep in mind how synergies can be achieved with other existing efforts.  One of 
the most important is the International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate IUU fishing, 
which provides a clear strategic and operational framework for a transparent fisheries sector by 
advocating the type of collaboration and information sharing the Global Record can facilitate, 
including calling on all States to maintain a record of fishing vessels entitled to fly their flag, to 
exchange information and to cooperate in their efforts.  
 
In addition to the IPOA, the newest binding fisheries instrument, the Port State Measures Agreement, 
also has obvious connections to the Global Record, as the information called for by the Agreement 
concerns not only the vessel, but also its fishing authorizations, catch, transshipment activities and 
VMS which will help to create the type of comprehensive information picture which would be helpful.  
There are also the many efforts of RFMOs and, existing regional records and registries, all of which 
should be seen as complementing this effort at a global level. Finally, to further enhance this 
comprehensive information picture, and facilitate compliance, initiatives outside the fisheries sector 
may also play a role in the future and could include work already underway in the commercial 
shipping sector on safety and pollution being done by the International Maritime Organization.   
 
In reading the main paper for this meeting you have noticed that the format for the meeting is  
different from some other Technical Consultations which FAO has convened. In this consultation you 
are not being asked to revise a proposed text, although that may occur in the future.  Instead, you are 
being asked to provide recommendations on some key policy decisions which are needed regarding 
the Global Record.  
 
By Friday afternoon we hope you will have discussed each of the seven topic areas listed in the index 
of the main working document and that you will have agreed on recommendations in each of these 
areas. These recommendations will be compiled into a report containing your decisions and any 
additional text which might be needed.  The recommendations from this Technical Consultation will 
be provided to COFI for its consideration when that Committee meets in January 2011.    
 
Before concluding, I would like to express FAO’s appreciation for the assistance provided by the 
International Maritime Organization, the North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission, and IHS-Fairplay 
(formerly Lloyd’s) in running the pilot project.  
 
The agenda is very full and I wish you every success in completing your task. I thank you in advance 
for the cooperation you will give on the work you will do this week.  If I or my staff can do anything 
to assist you please do not hesitate to call on us. 
 
Thank you very much. 
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