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MEMBERS OF THE Zaur SALMANOV DALMANO
SUB-COMMITTEE Director

ARGENTINA

Alicia SONSCHEIN (Ms)
Minister

Deputy Head of Mission
Embassy of Argentina

Suite 1601, Glas Haus Building
Sukhumvit Road 10110
Bangkok

Phone: +66 22590401

Email: embtail@csloxinfo.com

Marcela ALVAREZ (Ms)
Direccién de Acuicultura
Secretaria de Pesca y Acuicultura

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganaderia y Pesca

Buenos Aires
Phone: +54 1143492322/21
Email: malvare@minagri.gob.ar

AZERBAIJAN

Hajiyev Rauf VAHID

Department on Aquatic Bio resources,
Reproduction and Protection

Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources

100a Bahram Agayev

Baku AZ 1073

Phone: +994 125666753

Email: raufhajiyev@hotmail.com

Magsud AKHUNDOV MEHMAN
Azerbaijan Fisheries Research Institute
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources
100a Bahram Agayev

Baku 1073

Phone: +994 12496 2280

Email: azfiri@azeurotel.com

Khilly Sturgeon Hatchery

Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources
Khilly village

Neftchala AZ4719

Phone: +994 15344556

Email: director@xnbz.az

BAHRAIN

Abdulredha SHAMS

Directorate of Marine Resources

General Directorate for Protection of Marine
Resources

PO Box 20071

Manama

Phone: +973 17843003

Email: ajshams@gmail.com

BELGIUM

Patrick SORGELOOS

Professeur

Laboratory of Aquaculture and Artemia
Reference Centre

Faculty of Bioscience Engineering

Ghent University

Rozier 44

B-9000 Gent

Phone: +32 9 2643754

Email: patrick.sorgeloos@ugent.be

BOTSWANA

Shaft M. NENGU
Ministry of Environment, Wildlife
and Tourism
Department of Wildlife and National Parks
Private Bag 131
Gaborone
Phone: +267 3191047
Email: snengu@gov.bw



BRAZIL

Claudio MELUZZI MENDES

Division of Agriculture and Commodities
Ministry of External Relations

Brasilia

Phone: +55 6134118927

Email: claudio.mendes@itamaraty.gov.br

Fernanda GARCIA SAMPAIO (Ms)

Advisor of the Secretariat of Aquaculture
Planning and Management

Ministry of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Phone: +61 20233724/269

Email: fernanda.sampaio@mpa.gov.br

CAMBODIA

Neang SAVUTHDY

Department of Aquaculture Development
Head of Freshwater Aquaculture Section
Fisheries Administration

Phnom Penh

Phone: +855 12821225

Email: savuthdyneang@yahoo.com

Chea PHALA

Director

Marine Aquaculture Development Centre
Fisheries Administration

Preah Sihanouk

Phone: +855 12328345

Email: cheaphala@yahoo.com

CANADA

James SMITH

Director

Certification and Sustainability Reporting
Aguaculture Management Directorate
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Station 145020

200 Kent Street, Ottawa

Ontario K1AOE6

Phone: +1 5064477193

Email: james.smith@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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Angela BEXTEN (Ms)

Assistant Director

International Fisheries Policy
International Affairs Directorate
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

Station 14W095

200 Kent Street, Ottawa

Ontario K1AOE6

Phone: +1 6139933050

Email: angela.bexten@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

CHAD

Boguyana KOSTOINGUE

Zoologiste

Directeur général des ressources Halieutiques

Ministére de I'environnement et des ressources
halieutiques

N'Djaména

Phone: +235 526786

Amadou ADOU FORTEYE

Ameénagiste

Directeur adjoint du développement de
I'aquaculture

Ministere de I'environnement et des ressources
halieutiques

N'Djaména

Phone: +235 526788

CHILE

Jessica FUENTES (Ms)
Asesora en Acuicultura
Division Gabinete
Subsecretaria de Pesca
Bellavista 168, Piso 18
2362656 Valparaiso

Phone: +56 32 2502819
Email: jfuentes@subpesca.cl



CHINA (PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF)

Xiaoming DING

Director

Bureau of Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture
Nongzhanguan Nanli Road 11, 100125
Beijing

Phone: +86 1059192980

Email: dingxm888@163.com

Dandan SONG (Ms)

Principal staff member

Bureau of Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture
Nongzhanguan Nanli Road 11, 100125
Beijing

Phone: +86 1059192974

Email: sdd@agri.gov.cn

Qitang LAI (Ms)

Laboratory of Biology and Germplasm in
Aguaculture

East China Sea Fisheries Research Institute

ECSFRI

Jungon Road 200090

Shonghai

Phone: +86 02165684655

Email: gifanglai@163.com

Yong Fang LI (Ms)

Research Fellow

Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences
Dongcheng District, 11, Room 2004
Beijing

Phone: +86 01068694935

Email: liyf522@sohu.com

Zong Li YAO

Assistant Research Fellow

East China Sea Fisheries Research Institute
ECSFRI

Jungon Road 200090

Shanghai

Phone: +86 02165684655

Email: zlyao@126.com
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COOK ISLANDS

Koroa RAUMEA

Director

Inshore Fisheries and Aquaculture Division
Ministry of Marine Resources

PO Box 85

Rarotonga

Phone: +682 28730

Email: k.raumea@mmr.gov.ck

EUROPEAN UNION (MEMBER
ORGANIZATION)

Jean-Claude CUEFF

DG Mare - Unit A2

Commission Européenne

Rue Joseph 11, 99

1049 Bruxelles

Belgique

Phone: +32 2 2951292

Email: jean-claude.cueff@ec.europa.eu

ECUADOR

Diego GALLARDO

Direccion General

Subsecretaria de Acuicultura

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganaderia,
Acuacultura 'y Pesca

Avda. Francisco de Orellana, Piso 12

Guayaquil

Phone: +59 342681005

Email: dgallardo@acuacultura.gov.ec

José CENTANARO

Subsecretaria de Acuicultura

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganaderia,
Acuacultura y Pesca

Avda. Francisco de Orellana, Piso 12

Guayaquil

Phone: +59 342681005

Email: jcentanaro@acuacultura.gov.ec
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Andrea S. BASTIDAS REINOSO (Ms)

Subsecretaria de Acuicultura

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganaderia,
Acuacultura y Pesca

Avda. Francisco de Orellana, Piso 12

Guayaquil

Phone: +59 342681005

Email: abastidas@acuacultura.gov.ec

EGYPT

Ahmed Abddl Monem RABEE
Agquaculture Development Department
GAFRD

Cairo

Phone: +20 2106441881

Email: ahmed_rabee68@yahoo.com

Mohamed Abdelaziz ELGAZZAR
Agquaculture Engineer

General manager

El Tyaran St. 4

Cairo

Phone: +20 22550810

Email: m_elgazzarl@hotmail.com

FI1JI

Gerald BILLINGS

Principal Fisheries Officer (Aquaculture)
Fisheries Department

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forests
Government of Fiji Islands

PO Box 16929, Suva

Phone: +67 93362760

Email: gerald_billings08@yahoo.com

Timothy PICKERING

Agquaculture section

Secretariat of the Pacific Community
Private Bag

3 Luke St, Nabua, Suva

Phone: +67 88297038

Email: timp@spc.int

FRANCE

Sébastien GOUPIL

Chargé de mission

Bureau de la pisciculture et de la péche
continentale (BPPC)

Direction des péches maritimes et de
I'aquaculture (DPMA)

Ministére de l'alimentation, de I'agriculture et
de la péche (MAAP)

3, place Fontenoy

75007 Paris

Phone: +33 0149555791

Email: sebastien.goupil@agriculture.gouv.fr

GERMANY

Reinhold HANEL

Director

Institute of Fisheries Ecology
Johann Heinrich von Thunen-Institut
Palmaille 9

22767 Hamburg

Phone: +49 4038905290

Email: reinhold.hanel@vti.bund.de

GHANA

Samuel QUAATEY

Director of Fisheries

Fisheries Commission

Ministry of Food and Agriculture
PO Box M. 37

Accra

Phone: +233 208163412

Email: samquaatey@yahoo.com

Lionel AWITY

Deputy Director of Fisheries
Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Accra

Phone: +233 244591458

Email: lionelawity.r@yahoo.co.uk

Mike AKYEAMPONG

Chairman

Fisheries Commission

Ministry of Food and Agriculture
PO Box M. 37

Accra

Phone: +233 249672173

Email: mikemercurygh@yahoo.com
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Peter ZIDDAH

Veterinary Surgeon

Fisheries Commission

Ministry of Food and Agriculture
PO Box M. 37

Accra

Phone: +233 244254048

Email: peterzid@yahoo.com

Joseph K. OFORI

Water Research Institute
Fisheries Commission

PO Box 38, Achimota

Accra

Phone: +233 779515

Email: oforijkdr@yahoo.com

Edward A. OBODAI
University of Cape Coast
PMB. U.C.C.

Phone: +233 244085253
Email: obodai254@yahoo.com

GUINEA

Mamadou Korka DIALLO

Général de brigade

Ministre de la péche et de I’aquaculture
Ministére de la péche et de I'aquaculture
BP 307 Conakry

Phone: +224 30413660

Hassimiou TALL

Directeur National de la péche maritime
Ministére de la péche et de I'aquaculture
BP 1330 Conakry

Phone: +224 62095893

Email: tallhassimion@yahoo.fr

Mody Hady DIALLO

Directeur général du Bureau de stratégie et de
développement

Ministére de la péche et de lI'aquaculture

BP 307 Conakry

Phone: +224 60294450

Email: modyhady@yahoo.fr

Mamadou Celou BALDE

Attaché de Cabinet

Ministére de la péche et de lI'aquaculture
Conakry

Phone: +224 60576995

Barry BADEMBA

Ministére de la péche et de I'aquaculture
Conakry

Phone: +224 232450

Email: baolembaBB@yahoo.com

Mamadou Saliou DIALLO

Ministere de la péche et de I'aquaculture
Conakry

Phone: +224 232450

Joseph Kitson OFORI

Ministere de la péche et de I'aquaculture
Conakry

Phone: +224 232450

Ousmane SYLLA

Ministére de la péche et de l'aquaculture
Conakry

Phone: +224 65273456

Email: ousmanesinla@yahoo.fr

HUNGARY

Peter LENGYEL

Foreign relations officer

NACEE Liaison Officer

Research Institute for Fisheries, Aquaculture
and Irrigation

H-5541 Szarvas, PO Box 47

Phone: +36 66 515 312

Email: lengyelp@haki.hu

INDIA

Tarun SHRIDHAR

Joint Secretary (Fisheries)

Department of Animal Husbandry Dairying
and Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture

New Delhi

Phone: +91 1123381994

Email: tshridhar@gmail.com

INDONESIA

Muhammad MURDJANI

Directorate of Fish Health and Environment
Directorate General of Aquaculture
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries
Jalan Harsono RM, 12550

Jakarta

Phone: +62 217827844

Email: anna_murdjani@yahoo.co.id



IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)

Hossein ALI ABDOLHAY
Manager of Fish Culture Group
Agquaculture Department

Iranian Fisheries Research Organization

Fatemi West St.

Tehran

Phone: +98 2166919152

Email: hossein_abdolhay@yahoo.com

KAZAKHSTAN

Galym ZHANSEITOV

Head of Fisheries and Aquatic Bioresources

Management of Fisheries Committee
Ministry of Agriculture

Orynbor St. 8

Astana

Phone: +7 7172 742695

Email: krh@minagri.kz

Serik TIMIRKHANOV

Deputy Director

Kazakh Scientific Research Institute of
Fisheries

Suyunbay Ave. 89A

050016 Almaty

Phone: +7 727 383 1714

Email: stimirkhanov@mail.ru

KENYA

Daniel MUNGAII

Ministry of Fisheries Development
PO Box 58187-00200

Nairobi

Phone: +254 203742320

Email: karemeri@yahoo.com

Beatrice NYANDAT (Ms)
Ministry of Fisheries Development
PO Box 58187-00200

Nairobi

Phone: +254 20 3742320

Email: tyeni30@yahoo.com
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KYRGYZSTAN

Baialin BAITEMIROV

Head

Departmental Fish Inspection

Ministry of Agriculture, Water
and Processing Industry

96/A Kievskaya Street

Bishkek 720040

Phone: +996 312 662810

Kemel IMANOV

Director

EKOS International Ltd

40 Manas Ave

Bishkek 720040

Phone:

Email: ik.bereg@gmail.com

LEBANON

Hasan ATWI

Advisor to the Minister

Ministry of Agriculture

Beir Hassan

Beyrouth

Phone: +961 1842474

Email: hatwe@agriculture.gov.lb

Dahej EL MOKDAD

Head

Department of Fisheries and Wildlife
Ministry of Agriculture

Beir Hassan

Beyrouth

Phone: +961 1849621

Email: dohejm@hotmail.com

LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA

Ibrahim OMRAN BERBASH
Director of Aquaculture

Ben Ashor St 42 Tripoli 0021821
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Phone: +218 2137306765

Email: iberbash8@yahoo.com



MALAYSIA

Nik Ab Wahab BIN MAT DIAH
Department of Fisheries
Agquaculture Development Division
Level 1, Podium 2, 4G2

Wisma Tani, Percinct 4

62628 Putrajaya

Phone: +60 388704620

Email: nikwah0l@dof.gov.my

MEXICO

Marco Linne UNZUETA BUSTAMANTE

Direccion General de Investigacion en
Acuacultura

Instituto Nacional de Pesca

Pitagoras No. 1320

C.P. 03310 Mexico D.F.

Phone: +52 38 71 9553

Email:

marco.unzueta@inapesca.sagarpa.gob.mx

MOROCCO

Mohamed IDHALLA

Département océanographie et aquaculture

Institut National de Recherche Halieutique
(INRH)

No.2 Rue Tiznit, INRH

Casablanca

Phone: +212 522 222942

Email: midhalla@yahoo.fr

Abdellah MOUSTATIR

Chef de la Division des structures de la péche

Ministére de I'agriculture et de la péche
maritime

Place Abdallah Chefchaouni

Quartier Administratif

BP 607 Chellah

Rabat

Phone: +212 537688217

Email: moustatir@mpm.gov.ma

Hassan NHHALA

Chef de Laboratoire

Institut National de Recherche Halieutique
BP No 5268 Dradeb 90000

Tanger

Casablanca

Phone: +212 539 946586

Email: mhhala@gmail.com
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MOZAMBIQUE

Isabel OMAR (Ms)

Director

National Aquaculture Institute
Ministry of Fisheries

Maputo

Phone: +258 843991080

Email: isabelomar@mozpesca.gov.mz

MYANMAR

Khin MAUNG SOE
Deputy Director
Head of Research and Development Division
Department of Fisheries

Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries
Gyogon Insein TSP

Yangon

Phone: +95 1680748

Email: aquadofl0@gmail.com

Kyaw MYO WIN

Deputy Director General
Department of Fisheries

Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries
Gyogon Insein TSP

Yangon

Phone: +95 1214932

NAMIBIA

Kilus NGUVAUVA

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources
Private bag 13355

CNR Uhland and Goethe St.

Windhoek

Phone: +264 612053007

Email: ekaakunga@mfmr.gov.na

Panduleni ELAGO (Ms)

Head

Directorate of Aquaculture

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources
Inland Aquaculture Centre

Box 796

Outapi

Phone: +264 811288099

Email: panduleni@iway.na



M.K. Kilus NGUVAUVA

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources
PO Box 650

Winhoek G. St. 2950

Windhoek

Phone: +264 811223882

Email: kmguvauva@mfmr.gov.na

Alushe HITULA (Ms)

Acting Deputy Director: Aquaculture
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources
Goethe Street

Windhoek

Phone: +264 81271999

Email: alushe@iway.na

Linda TIHUIKO (Ms)

Agquaculture

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources
Goethe Street 9000

Windhoek

Phone: +264 612053046

Email: utjihuiko@mfmr.gov.na

NAURU

Monte DEPAUNE

Coastal Fisheries Manager

Nauru Fisheries and Marine Resources
Authority

PO Box 449, Aiwo District

Phone: +674 5573733

Email: monte.depaune@naurugov.nr

NIGERIA

Frederick FOLAJIMI ADEYEMI
Acting Director of Fisheries
Federal Department of Fisheries
Area Eleven, P.M.B. 135, Garki
Abuja

Phone: +234 703 2902 444

Email: aadeyemifisher@yahoo.com

Dauda ABIOYE

FED Ministry of Agriculture
Area Ten, P.M.B. 135, Garki
Abuja

Phone: +234 08023197919
Email: d.abioye@yahoo.co.uk
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Fatima B.A. BAMIDELE (Ms)

Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of
Agriculture

Area Ten, P.M.B. 135, Garki

Abuja

Phone: +234 08023197919

Mohamed MUAZU

Assistant Director of Fisheries (Aquaculture)
Federal Department of Fisheries

Area Eleven, P.M.B. 135, Garki

Abuja

Phone: +234 8033735943

Email: modmazu@yahoo.com

NORWAY

Yngve TORGERSEN

Deputy Director General

Department of Aquaculture, Seafood and
Markets

Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs

PO Box 8118 Dep. NO-0032

Oslo

Phone: +47 22 24 6515

Email: yngve.torgersen@fkd.dep.no

Svein MUNKEJORD

Senior Adviser

Directorate of Fisheries

Ministry of Coastal Affairs
Strandgaten 229, Postbooks 185
Sentrum, 5804

Bergen

Phone: +47 55238090

Email: Svein.munkejord@fiskeridir.no

OMAN

Khalfan Mohamed AL-RASHDI
Head of Hatcheries Technology
Oman Aquaculture Centre
Ministry of Fisheries Wealth

PO Box 427

Muscat

Phone: +968 24736618

Email: omanaba@yahoo.com
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Fahad SALEH IBRAHIM
Director of Aquaculture Centre
Ministry of Fisheries Wealth
PO Box 427

Muscat

Phone: +968 99876617

Email: fahadajmi@gmail.com

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Jacob WANI

Manager

Aguaculture and Inland Fisheries
National Fisheries Authority

PO Box 2016

Port Moresby

Phone: +6753040444

Email: jwani@fisheries.gov.pg org

PARAGUAY

Armin Enrique HAMANN

Médico en Ciencias Veterinarias
Viceministro de Ganaderia

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Avda. Ciencias Veterinarias y Pirmera
San Lorenzo 595 021

Asuncion

Phone: +595 58 36 91

Email: vganaderia@mag.gov.py

Viviana Maria RIOS (Ms)

Doctora en Ciencias Veterinarias
Departamento de Acuicultura
Viceministerio de Ganaderia
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
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Your Excellency Mr Theera Wongsamut, Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives,
Distinguished Ms Somying Piumsombun, Director-General of the Department of Fisheries,
Kingdom of Thailand, Distinguished Delegates, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen.

It gives me much pleasure and is an honour to be with you today on this auspicious occasion
of the fifth Session of the FAO COFI Sub-Committee on Aquaculture. As you may know,
Mr Ichiro Nomura, our previous Assistant Director-General, retired at the end of July and his
successor has not yet been appointed. In the interim, 1 am pleased to be able to say a few
words on behalf of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department and of the Director-General,
Mr Jacques Diouf. Allow me first, to convey to you his warm greetings and best wishes for a
constructive and fruitful meeting.

At this juncture, 1 would like to pay a special tribute to the Government of the Kingdom of
Thailand for hosting this important meeting in this charming city of Phuket. It is a clear
indication that the Government of Thailand places great importance on the development of
aquaculture, not only in your own country, Thailand, but also to the sector’s sustainable
development throughout the world.

I should also like to convey a warm welcome to all Delegates representing FAO member
countries and representatives of various Inter-Governmental Organizations and international
non-governmental organizations. We see in your active and continued participation in this and
other sessions of the Sub-Committee, a clear expression of commitment to ensuring the
achievement of the shared and agreed objectives, not only of combating hunger and poverty,
but also of enhancing economic and social conditions through responsible aquaculture
development worldwide. A commitment of this nature is of utmost importance if the world is
to feed its ever growing population and improve the livelihoods of communities and
aquaculture is to play its full role in achieving this. When we consider that the human
population of the world is projected to grow from just under 7 billion today to over 9 billion
in 2050, the essential role of aquaculture in ensuring food security now and in the future
becomes even clearer.

Information at our disposal reveals that in 2008, the sector produced 52.5 million tonnes of
fishery products, which represented about 37 percent of the fishery products produced
worldwide and contributed nearly 46 percent of the world’s fish production for human
consumption. The total value was more than 98 billion US dollars. In addition, close to
16 million tonnes of algae were produced by this sector, value at more than 7 billion
US dollars.

Though the information on trade of aquaculture products is often weak, there are credible
indications that important quantities of fish from farms move into global trade, bringing
significant amounts of money into national economies.
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Further, a recent FAO estimate of employment in aquaculture indicates that, in 2008, the
sector provided over 30 million full-time-equivalent jobs, including about 21 million on-farm
and 9 million off-farm positions.

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, | do not wish to anticipate the Agenda of the
meeting, but | should like to call your attention to the fundamental problem we face today:
aquaculture has made laudable efforts to meet the growing demand for fish and seafood
products in a sustainable way, but there are substantial challenges ahead of us. Many of these
are due to be discussed over the next five days.

The current levels of exploitation of wild fish resources are at their maximum and in some
cases above it. There is therefore no scope for an increase in capture fishery production to
respond to the increasing demands and needs for fish for the ever-growing world population.
Aquaculture will have to fill this void.

To do so, because of the scarcity of inland environmental capacity for aquaculture
development, including the availability of land and water, more and more sea and ocean
resources will have to be utilised for aquaculture purposes. Coastal areas suitable and
available for aquaculture development are also limited and the expansion of aquaculture
operations into the sea might require adjustments in the way the sector is governed.

A failure to govern the sector properly in accordance with the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries could threaten bio-security efforts, which, in turn could hamper efforts
to manage aquatic animal health, conserve aquatic biodiversity and produce fish which is safe
to eat for all.

Other serious obstacles to aquaculture expansion are likely to come from climate change and
climatic uncertainty. Both will need adaptation and mitigation strategies, which should
include, collection, dissemination and exchange of information.

Through its globalized hygiene and traceability requirements, domestic and international trade
could also influence the pace at which the sector develops, and also how it develops. This
implies that the issue of certification of aquaculture products is and will remain important in
the years ahead; it needs to be addressed, and this Sub-Committee is making a valuable
contribution in this regard.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
These are some of the most important emerging issues in the sector; they are placed in front of
you for your guidance to the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department on how to proceed

in addressing them.

With these remarks, allow me to close my intervention, wish you fruitful deliberations and
thank you for your kind attention.
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Excellency, Theera Wongsamut, Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives of Thailand,
Mr Kevern Cochrane, Director of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Resources Use and
Conservation Division of FAO, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, on behalf of
the Department of Fisheries, | wish to extend our warm welcome to FAO colleagues and all
delegates from more than 50 countries for their participation in the Fifth Session of the COFI
Sub-Committee on Aquaculture held this week in beautiful Phuket. I would also like to
express our sincere thanks to FAO for the close collaboration that made this meeting possible
today.

Fisheries and aquaculture plays a vital role not only to rural development but also to the
global and national economy in particular its contribution to food security. Thailand, as one
member of FAO, has been very committed to the sustainable practices of fisheries and
aquaculture for many decades. In fact, this year the Department of Fisheries has reached its
84th year of national service. Through the eight decades of experiences and development, our
Department has contributed toward various activities including capture fisheries, aquaculture,
post-harvest technology, fisheries conservation, fisheries technology transfer, high sea
fisheries and international fisheries affairs. In 2008, fisheries and aquaculture contributed
about 3.2 million metric tonnes, of which 42 percent came from aquaculture. As for
aquaculture, Thailand has extensive experience in marine shrimp culture which led us to
significant success during the past three decades. Last year, we exported 1.9 million metric
tonnes of fishery products valuing USD 6.5 billion. Of that figure, nearly four hundred
thousand tonnes of shrimp were exported amounting to USD 2.6 billion.

Thailand as an ASEAN member country, which contributes 20 percent of global fisheries and
aquaculture production, has worked hand-in-hand with the other nine countries to strengthen
our fisheries and aquaculture in the region. The close collaboration with various regional and
international organizations such as FAO, SEAFDEC, NACA, World Fish Center, INFOFISH
etc. has enabled us to strengthen our cooperation for the improvement of fisheries and
aquaculture development in the region.

We appreciate the kind support from FAQ in continuously developing technical guidelines on
aquaculture certification since the request of the third session of the Sub-Committee on
Aquaculture in India. The guidelines have been a long process through a global review of six
expert workshops, the fourth session of the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture in Chile and the
latest technical consultation at FAO headquarters early this year. We look forward to see the
technical guidelines on aquaculture certification endorsed by the fifth session of the
Sub-Committee so that they can be implemented globally both for public and private sectors.
We all hope that the success in the implementation of these guidelines will minimize the
confusion among the different certification schemes worldwide.

Whilst the technical guidelines on aquaculture certification were under process, ASEAN
joined hands through the mechanism of ASEAN Shrimp Alliance using the principles of the
guidelines as a basis to develop ASEAN Shrimp GAP. In fact, both ASEAN Shrimp GAP and
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its Development Strategy have just been endorsed, in principle, by the ASEAN Sectoral
Working Group on Fisheries last June.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The meeting agenda includes a three day discussion with various important matters. On
Thursday, as a break for the Sub-Committee Members, we have provided a series of study
trips combined with a technical and leisure tour. Towards the end of the tour, as promised in
Chile, we will invite all delegates to a party by the beautiful Phuket beach where they will
enjoy a variety of Thai quality seafood selections. For today’s reception we are pleased to
invite you to enjoy our welcome dinner at the Phuket Fantasy, an ultimate Thai cultural theme
park.

Lastly, | hope this meeting is a great success and all delegates have a pleasant stay in Phuket.
If there is anything that we could be of assistance with, you are welcome to contact our staff
at the secretariat office. Thank you very much.
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Director General of the Department of Fisheries, Thailand, Director of Fisheries and
Aguaculture Resources Use and Conservation Division of FAO, Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen, | have great pleasure in being here at the opening ceremony of the
Fifth Session of the FAO COFI Sub-Committee on Aquaculture held this week in Phuket. On
behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives of the Royal Thai Government, |
would like to take this opportunity to extend our heartfelt welcome to you all.

Hosting this important meeting is not just a great honour for Thailand, it also provides us with
an opportunity to reaffirm our cooperation and commitment to the Organization’s mission and
efforts towards sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, in particular, food security and poverty
alleviation.

For many decades, FAO has been our best partner in coping with emerging challenges faced
by agriculture and food production. Fisheries and aquaculture is always an activity which
FAO has given much priority as it provides significant contribution of food fish to global
consumption. The recent FAO report, global capture fisheries and aquaculture production,
supplied the world with about one hundred and ten million tonnes of food fish in 2006. Of this
total, aquaculture accounted for 47 percent and the majority of production as 89 percent
comes from the Asia and Pacific regions. Thailand is, in fact, one of the top five aquaculture
producers of food fish supply but when considering shrimp production we have been the
number one shrimp exporter for nearly two decades. To maintain or even enhance this global
quantity and growth, cooperation among the aquaculture producing countries and
international organizations certainly needs to be strengthened.

We appreciate FAO as well as other regional organizations such as NACA, SEAFDEC,
World Fish and INFOFISH, including various partnership programmes from the European
Union GTZ and many others have enabled us to closely link and establish cooperation with
technical assistance among us to improve fisheries and aquaculture development. These, in
fact, allow us all to share and learn experiences from each other, and find the means to
eliminate the risk and secure the sustainable aquaculture production.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I notice that, besides FAQ’s efforts in implementing the recommendations of the past sessions
of the COFI Sub-Committee on Aquaculture and the Code of Conduct for Responsible
Fisheries focusing on aquaculture, the agenda of the Meeting covers arising important
matters. These include climate change and aquaculture, aquatic biosecurity as well as
challenges of offshore aquaculture. All these issues are relevant not only to Thailand but also
to all regions. The development of the aquaculture certification guidelines is one of these
important issues. After the 4-year development process, we look forward to having the
aquaculture certification guidelines finally endorsed in Phuket by the Sub-Committee. We
appreciate the continuous efforts and commitment of FAO and the Sub-Committee on
Aquaculture regarding this issue. We believe that the application of the guidelines will bring
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tremendous effectiveness to sustainability of global aquaculture both for public and private
sectors.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
This Meeting gives us the right forum to share experiences among FAO member countries
and international organizations. Over the next five days, | am sure that the Sub-Committee

will have extensive discussions and come up with valuable outcomes.

As the host country, we will try our utmost to ensure the smooth running of the meeting. With
our Thai hospitality we will do our best to offer you comfort during your stay in Phuket.

With this, | declare open of the fifth session of the FAO COFI Sub-Committee on
Aquaculture. 1 wish you all success in your deliberations and a pleasant stay in Phuket.

Thank you.
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