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Chapter I

A

SITRODUCTION

The Fourth FAO Regionol Conforonce for Asia and the For Bast was
held at Tokyo, Japan, & - 16 October 1959. Iliomber Governments roprescnted
weres

Anstralia Iron Pakiston

Burne Japa Philippines
Combodia Korca Thailand
Ceylon Laos United Kingdon
France Federation of Maloya United States
Indio Fetherlands VietwNan

Hew Zealand

Observers werc prescent fron the Internationcl 0ffice for Epizootics (OIR),
the Holy See, the United Wationg and the Werld Veterans Fedcration., A4
Mll 1ist of participants is given in Anncex 1 to this roporth.

The Conforonce was called to order by Dr. B.R. Sen, Dirvector-CGoneral

o 7
of FAO, aftor which His Ixcelloncy Mr. Kunio Miura, the Ministor of
Apriculture and Forostry of the Qovernnment of Jopan, gove an opening address.
Im welcoming delepsates from othor countrics in the remsion to the Conferenco,
he expressced Japan's willingness to cooperato fully with nember nations of
FAO in promoting acricultural Cevelopment, AMlthoush Jopan hod made signific-
ant progress in the technigue of rice production, many problems romained to
ho solved, and o fronk cxchanse of idens and cxporicnces in the Conference
would sreatly contribute to this ond.

The Director—-Gencral of TFAO then wolcomed the delepntions on bohalf
of tho Orgenization. In cxpressing his anpreciation For the focilitios
which the Government of Japan had made avolleble to the Conferonce, he
mentioned thot Tokyowas aporticularly appropriate sito for the Regionol
Conference hcocause Japan had mede such great dprogress in asriculturo.

Dr., Son reforred to fthe ropid population growth in many countries ol the
region which made mutuel cooporation amons nations increoasingly important
in order to help scoure greater cfficiency in production ond cistribution
and raisce levelsg of living. The Repional Conforcence was an importont
instrument for nchieving the cooperation beotween notions for which FAO
wos estoblished,

His Excellency Ur. D.P.R. Gunowardeons, Minister of Agrioulture and
Pood of the Govermmeont of Coylon and loader of tho Ceylon delegation, thanked
the Japancge Government for 1te hospitolity and the oxcellont arrancomeonts
made for the Conference and for the delemetions.,

The Confercnce then wnaninously olectoed Dr. Soiichi Tobata, leader
of the Japancse delesgeiion, og Chairmon of the Conferonce. His Ixcellency
Mr., Gunawordena, Minister of Agriculturc and Food for Ceylon, was electcd
first Vice~Choirmon. Ir. Josc i, Trinidad, Undor-Secorctary of Agriculture
for “the Philippincs, and Me, Truong Ven Hicu, Hational Dircebor of Apriculture,
Viete¥am, voro olso olectod os Vice~Choirmen.
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The Conference as its first order of business adopted the following
agondas

Introductory Iteoms

1. Oponing of the Conforcence
L

2. The Election of Choirmoan and Vice--Chnirmon

.

2. Adoption of the Aponda

The Work of FAO in Relation to tho Food and Arriculiural Situntion

1

/ Tronds and Objectives in the Work of FAO in Asia and the For Rast.
4. J
Statemont by the Dircotor-CGonerael ond Discussion.

f

5. Policy Questions Arising out of Technical Mectings

Major Questions of Food and Arriculturcel Development in the Region

6., Txpansion and Oricntotion of Asricultural Production and Supplies
in Relation to Domend

(i) Short torm commodity outlook in world trads

(1i) Longer torm prospoofs and agricultural development plenning
Te Agricultural Stobilization and Supvort Policioes
8, Nutrition in Relation to Focd and Agricultural Policy»
9. Problems of Determining Prioritics in Fishory Developnent Planning
106, Evaluation of Agrarisn Reform

Ll. Orponization of Agricultural Bducation and Extonsion Sorvicos
Adapted to Local Conditions

Specific Aetivitics Roguiring Conforence Guidance or Covernment Action

B

12, (a) Internotional Rice Commission
(v)- Improving Farm Henagscment in Rice Producing Arcas

(e) World Sced Compaign

Ie

14 - > .

(4) World Consus of Apriculture
\ o . — ’ .

(o; Marketing of Tood Grains

(£) Dovelopment of Pulp and Papor Industries

(g) Fishory Statisbios ,

(n) Tmprovement in Fish Maxkoting

,(i) Livegtock Production with particular rofercnce +to the
Control of Animal Diseages

FAO/58/11/8722



Concluding ITtoms

13. The Futurc Orientotion of FAD's Work in tho Rerion
4. Adoption of Heport

A list of working popers, both those preparod and distrituted in
advenco by the Secretorist ond those presonted by delesations and the

secretoriat during the Couference is iven in Annex 2 of this report.

The Confercnce sct up a Drafting Comnittoe comprising delegates
from Burua, Ceylon, India, Jopan, the Federation of Malayo, the Philippines
and Viet-Wom to prepare the draft of o report for the consideration of the’
Conforence. The delogate of India wos elected Choirman of the Drafting
Committee..

The Conforcnce placed on record its sorrow ob learning, on 10
October, of the passing away of His Foliness Popo PiugXII, and recornized
the leadership he had givon for the cause of under-privileged peoples all
over the world. The Director-General informed the Conference of the closc
contact that had developed botween FAO end His loliness, especially since
the Orpanizotion's headquariers was transferred to Rome in 1951, and of
his personal intercst in its work, Dr. Archibald W, Bryson, Observer ot
the Conference on behalf of the Holy Sco, responded.

During the course of tho Confeorence. participonts took part in
various study tours arranged by the courtesy of the host government. The
tours included the Kanto-Tozan Agricultural Dzpoeriment Stoation ot Konosu,
Saltamo Prefecture, and o neorby form villege, Other rosearch institutes
of the Ministry of Asriculture ond Forestry, including Tokai District
Fisbory Rescarch Institute, the Livestock Dopartment of the National
Agriculture Roscnrch Ingtitute, the Centrnl Torestry Ixporiment Staotion in
Tokyo end the Row Silk Dxperiment Stotion 2lso in Tokyo. Visits were also
paid to o Drivote roscarch institute for vitomin—enrviched food and the
Agriculturel Implenments and Mackinery Poir which waos being held in Tokyo.

The Conforcnce held its closing scssgion on the ofternoon of
16 Octobor 1959, ot which the draft report was considered and adoptod with
some noendmernts,  The delepate of Francoe observed thot althourn o French
tronslotion of Chopter VI, "Summary of Princinal Recommeondations osnd
SugpestionsY wos made ovedlablo beforo the report was adopted, the
remoinder of the Araft report was clireculsted in ITnglish only.

After the sdoption of the report, il delegations joined in expross-—
ing their approciation of the outstonding scrvices ond focilities that had
been made avallobio by the Government of Jopon, which had contributed
greatly to the success of the Conforonce.

FAO/58/11 /8722



Chapter II

vt

Tl WORK OF PTAD TN RILATION TO

5 TO0D AND AGRICULTURAL SITUATICH

=

A, Trends and Objcctives in the Work of PFAO in Asiz ond the Far Dost

The Confercnce took notc of the trends ond objcectives in the work
of FAO in Asio and the Tar Bast, as reported in a background paper prepared
by the FAQ sceretoriat ond submitted to the Conference. The text of the
FAD papor is prescented below, A list of “echnicnl meetings enonsored by
FAO in tho region sincc the Third Regional Conference, held ot Bandung,
Indonesia in October 1956, is siven in Annex 3 to this roport.

Conforence discussions of the work of FAO in the rosion are recorded
in other chaptors of this report, and particulorly in Chapter V, The Future
Orientation of FAO's Work in the Region.

Reecont work of FAO in the countrics of Asia and the Par Bast is
briefly summorized in the succeeding sectiong, dealing in turn with each

of the Orgonizotion's main fields of sctivity.

Soil Fertility

It is recognigzed that raising fertility of soils throush the use
of fertilizers, monures and rotations is one of the readiest mcans of
improving yields in most of the cowntrics in the region vwhere per hectare
yield is wery low., To achicve this, a regional fertility program has been
initiated through the Working Prrty on Fortilizers of the International
Rice Commission. Under this progranm o soil fertility oxpert visited all
but one of the countrics of the region and worked with officials of
Momber Governments to csgsist in the estoblishment of soil fortility DT OOT TN,
including field fertilizer experimentotion, soil-plant anclyses and inter-
pretation of the results of suck investinations for practical use. The
program 18 giving particular emphasis to conducting simple fertilizer
tests on cultivators' Tields, which are essentinl for:

a) obtoining realistic information resording fertilizer responsecs
under cxisting conditionsg ‘

D) making recommendations to cultivators for the most effective
use of fertillzerss

¢) providing domonstrations to cultivators for encouraging fortilizer
usey ond

1) deriving quontitative information on potential increase in crop

production vequirocd for the formulation of agricultural develop=-
ment plansg,

FAQ/58/11/8722
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A result of this program most countries of the
or strengthoned thelr work in thig ficld,

[
£

init

-

Parm end Weteorshed Manoarcment

The principal activitics corricd out in the field
watershed manazenent consistod of svonsoring developmont
publishing newsletteors and monographs,

A centre on Watershed Maonagenent was conducted in
1957, with participants from Son Far Dostern cowtries.
siven to the technical and ccononic ospects of watershed
menagement through o sorics of lecturcs, discussions and
As o rosult of this Ceatre o publication is plonned which
osgcentionls of watershed monazementd,

in Octobor-November 1957 with particivants from 11 countr
was devoted to the application of farm nlaaning and budsgo
in farm managenent rosearch and cxtension. Recommendntio

resion have

of farm and
contres and

Indie, in Februory
Attention wae
improvement ond
field problems.
will cover the

ies, The program
ting techniques
ng nade at the

Contre will e nroscented to the confurence for its digcussion on the sub-

Jject of Improving Farn Management in Rice Producing Arees

A Tarm menagonent newslottor has beon instituted,
these wos sont to intercsted persons in the region. 4 so
on the. cconomics of rice farm nanngement hos boon outline
of thesc is now boing prepored. These nonosraphs, when ¢

and the first of
ries of mongraphs
e

d, and the firss
ormplete, will

represent the first complete coverore of nll cconomic anspocts of »ice farm

operations, such as use of lobour 2nd wmachinery, crodit,
supplementary onterprisc, intensity of farm proctices, of

Plans have been com:lotod
for scttlomont arces, to be held in Sairs
countrics which use French os thelr sccond lansunse, L.e.
Cambodia and Laos.

choioco of
Coe

L for o training contre on farm dovelopment
! ~on in October 1958, for the three

Viet-Nam,

A FAQ teom cooyerated with the Government of India in the develop~-

ment of odequatce wethods Tovr coval
thot country.

Woter Development ond Utdlization

untion of the offects of land reform in

A number of countrics in the reogilon reguested tochnical assistonce
@ t

in the field of water developnont
cation on water roquircnents of crops hos been continued;
PAO drrigation teom hos hoen onla
severol drrigotion projects ronging from 2,000 to 30,000

propared ond submitted to the government; in Jarnan, A0 2

wad uhilizotion: in Tndin,

read and includes ot Drosent !

he investi~
in Nepol, the
acmberss
acres have heen
Wvigory cctivity

on iLrrigsotion on sloping Land with two expoerts continued; in Bast Pakistan,
i o ol { - - e - . A r . :

design work for the CGunges-Kobadak project continued with 8 cxperts; in

Vegt Pokiston, gsroundwater cxploration ani development work and assistance

TAQ/58/11/8722



in organigation of hydrologicel services continueds at the scme timo, river
basin devcelopment and dom design work ig Delns token up in continuation of
provious activities on the »isht bank tributarics of the Indusy in Laocs,
seslstonce in degigning local irrigoation projects continued in cleose co-
operation with the Prench and USA biloteral teams; survey of present
irrigation works ond agscassnent of future pesaibilitics on the lower Mekong
are being ftoken up within the fromework of sn FAO resource survey proaramg
in Afghaniston, work hos heen stertod on lond and wober resource appraisal
on o river basin scalc, ond o four-man teom is odvising on inprovement of
existing irrigation projects in Northern Afghenistan (Kunduz River) in

implementation of recomuendations made by previous FAO experts,

Apricultural Enmincering

Study on the mechanization of rice nroduction has beer continucd by
the ad hoc Working Group of the Invornational Rice Commissicn, The
technical secorctory of the Group is provided from mombers of the FAO
agricultural ongincoring stoff,

The agricultural engineers olso hove continued to give advice,
guidonce and training on form pover and machinery, agricultural workshops
and cquipment for plant proteetion in Burma, Pokistan ond India., In Ceylon
thoy rendered tochnical assistance to the Gol Cya Developnent Board.

Improvement of Plant Production

Apart from the work on rice improvement orgenized by the Working
Party of the International Rice Commission, an important netivity of the
regional cxpert is the holding of notional troining centres onnually or
biannually, c.g. Purne ond Viet-Nam in 1958, Diversificotion of rice
cropping systoms has been studied in Thoilond, and the reduction of losscs
through improvement of storspge in Durma, Orain and fodder lepuacs are
important in »roviding diversification of cropping, o8 well os food for
humans and fodder Tor aninnlsy rood resulin hove beon obtained from
proliminary work in Indonesia.

tance iz bheing

o]

After ar initial cotton survey in Indonesin, assi
provided in sclcetion nnd breeding ond in extonnion, Appraisal ond col-
lection of coconut varictics 28 o bagis for L

Y

e %

rovenient are being pleonned
under o new reogloncl project, Tobneco production in the Philippincs ho
been investignted, o

Toddor Cevelopnent, the Indion Council
of Apricultural Roscarch hag published its peilontific nonosraph o, 22@

"The Grosslend and Fodder Reosources of Indis', the outcone of on ETAP
asgiznment, PAO has olso bocome closcly cssociated with the long-tern
pleng in Japon, where sone millions of hectores of sown dosturces must be
ostablisled guickly to foed a plonned doiry-—cow population of four millions.
Similar cevelopnents are wder woy in Taiwon and Cambodin.

In the field of pasture ond

FAO/58/11/8722



‘ The Plont Protection Agreement for Southeast Asin and the Pacific
Region, cstablished in 1956, has been signed or adhered to by 13 govern-—
ments. The rogional oxpert ossists in ita meintenance and maintenance
of liaison., Work is continuing on a long-term projcct of investigation
and control of kadang kadans discase of coconut.

Further particulars of the work in the field of sced improvements
arc given when the Conforcnce discuses the Vorld Seed Campaig

Animal Production and Veterinary Scicnce

The development of doirying is of considerable importance in the
region in view of the oxistonce of a significant deficit in proteins in
the diet of the people., PFAO's activitics in this field have included the
provision of oxperts on specific agpects, such as the improvement of
cheesc-making in mountainous regions in Nepal, the organization of wproduction
and collcetion of milk in Ceylon, the management of the plant at the Aarcy
Milk Colony, Bombay, e¢tc, Joint surveys have been corried out in Tndia
with UNICEF in conncction with the development of milk conservation programs,
The greatest emphasis on deiry dovelopments in the region has been
placed on the training of personnel. A training course was hold at the
Aarey Milk Colony in India in 1954, Since then two training courses have
been held in Denmark (1956 and 1958) where porticiponts from Asia and the
Far Bast have studied the latest developments in dairy techniques, as
well a8 baking part in practical work in farms and in dairy plants.

In the field of vetorinary work, FAO assisted in the control of
disecases through the assirmment of special veterinarians stationed in
several countries in the region, Throuch the medium of Group Country
Assipnments, work in rinderpest control has beon coordinated and consider-—
able successes have been attained, Althoush this disease is gradually
becoming controlled and foot-and-mouth discase increasing in relative
importance, continucd vigilance for rinderpest is nccessary in view of the
recent outhrcaks in Indin, Pokistan and Thailand,

New foot—and-nouth disecase institutions in Thailand and Indonesia
have received much technical assicltonce from FAO and arce approoaching the
opcrational stoge.

G hlishment of the proposcd Working Porty

on Livestock Production have been nroceeding, Nine countrics hove nominated
their principal represcentotives on the Working Porty. It is envisaged that
by 1959 the stage will be reached for the invitation of definite long~term
coordinated rescarch programs in the various fields of animal health and
production. The specialist to be appointed to the new post of Regional
Livestock Specialist for Asia ond the For Bast, which was approved by the

last A0 Confercnce, will be able to scrve as technical secretary to the
Working Perty ond will egeist in tho coordination and development of the
various actlon procroms. It is oalso envisoged that o meeting of the princinle
Working Party will be convened ond that, subject to the availability of funds,
livestock study <“ours or inter-resional exchonpe visite by rescarch workers
will be arranged.

The activitice for the cstabli
O

TAO/58/11/8722



Acricultural Institutions ond Seorvices

The principal activities sarricd out in the field of agricultural
institutions and services in the region, concerned agricultural cxtension,
administration and research. The mejority of this work was offected through
FAC agricultura udv1uork under the ETAP Hrogsram in Coylon, Indonesia and
Viot—Nam, In add ition, an Agriculiural Bxtension Study Tour was o highlight
of 1957 activities in the rogion.

The Study Tour wes orgonized ot the invitation of the governments
of Japan, tho Philippines ond India. The Study Tour group visited these
three countrics for a total of s=ix WOOku in November-December 1957. Seven-—
teon representatives of twelve countries ond torritorics in tho Far Dast,
an ICA obgerver and three FAO stoff members participated. The sroup had
opportunitics of observing form and home improvement work in all its aspects
from the national to the form level in each of the countries, Wot only did
the particivants loarn o greot deool from the visits, but the host governments
were also benefited by the Group's observoltions and discussions,

Tho Agricultural Extonsion Training Centre for Asia and the Far Das
Was conductoh in the U.P. College of Apriculiture in Hay 1958 at the invit-
ation of the Government of the Philippincs, and with Tinancial assistaonce
from the Council on liconomic nnd Cultural Affaire Inc., New York, U.S.A.,
ond the United Nations Technical Assistance Board, It wes attended by 18
representatives of 12 countrics and tewritories in the region. The purposc
of the Training Centre was to train oxXtension teacheors so that they could
conduct, upon returning to their home countrics, national training prograns
for field level workers under thelr local conditisns.

The first issuc of uktOﬂ%lon in Asia was published in July 1957 and
the second issue in April 1958, The main purposc of the publication is to
provide o source of useful infornation on exicension and to serve as a
mediuvn for the oxchange of oxtension teaching materials, produced in the
various counbr¢ou.

Rural Welfare

In the senercl field of rural industrics ossistonce was given in the
processing of rice, dotes ou? rubler. In vicw of the fnet thot the leathor
produced in the countrics of the roglen is often of poor guality, due mostly
to the primitive mothods of processing, A0 for some years hag been advising
one Stote in India on improving methods of flnvirm, curing ond toanning, ond

cxecllont rosults nave bHoon schleved. The cxypent is now orgponizing o simdlor
progromn in oOVCT”l poarts of the country. The Netherlaands Goverament hos
assocliated itself with these idooas ’n’ hag proposed the cstablishment of a
well~cquipped contre for the training of personnel who will carry out the
training of othors in thoelr horme Stotc,

The Rural Life Stw'y in Jopon “ms been commieted (nﬂg in viow of the
important role of sclf-help orgonization of farmers in comnmunity development,
a Turther stuly on Farmers' Organizations in Relation to Community Dovelop-
ment in Japon has been storted in collaboration with the Tokyo University.

FAO/56/11/8722



Work in the ficld of credit and cooperatives has been continued.
An expert in agriculitural crodit is now serving in Indonesia, oand with his
help a national troining centre will be held in 1959, A Third Technical
Meeting on Coovneratives is planncd for 1960, ond fellowships in cooporatives
are heing reqularly awardod. ' ‘

Arricultural Deonomics and Morketing

Special attention wos given to the systeomatic colloction and analysis
of information on the progress of food and osricultural developmen®t and

wn the techniques and nmethods of apricultural programming followed in
individual countries of the region. Work in this fiold was featured by the
ECAFE/FAO Working Party on EBconomic Development and Planning: the
Agricultural Sector, hold in Scptember 1957, the conclusions of which were
presented to the Conforerce a8 part of the discussion of Item 6 of the
Apenda. The Expansion ond Oricntation of Agricultural Production and
Supplies in Relation to Demand., Technical cssistance in apricultural
programming was schoduled to be provided to thrce countries in the region
in 1958, In nccordonce with o recommondetion of the Working Party, o
study was to be made of the methods of cceonowic appraisal of agricultural
dovelopment projects now in usc in the region.

In viow of the special problems of food and agricultural price
policics in undordeveloped countrics, the continuing stulies under way in
this ficld wore brought to a focus in tho FAO/ECAFE Centre on Policles to
Support and Stabilizme Agricultural Prices and Incomes, held in New Delhi

in Mﬂroh/April 1958, The Report of this Centre was prescented to the
Conforence,

Problems of financing and credit for agricultural development werc
covered by such activitics os speeial casce studics of agricultural financing
in the region, and olso by the provision of technical assistanco in setting
up an agricultural boank in Pokiston (throe cxperts scheduled for 1958). The
FAO/ECAFE Centre on Agricultural Pinancing ond Credit, held in Lahore in
October 1956, dealt with mony of thesc problems and recommenced that a
regional training centre be held fer porsonncl of intermediate rosponsibility
in the operation of rural crodit prograoms, In addition to publication by
FAO of the report of this Centre, which contoined a study on the organiz-
ation and supply of agricultural credit in tho region, the ECAFE/FAO
Arriculture Division issued a special publications "Credit Problems of Small
Farmors in Asin ond the Por Bast", Technical assistance was also provided
to Ceylon in putting into opcration o pilot ‘crop insurance schene.

Torcign trade in arricultural products wos the major source of
forcirm cxchanse for most countrics in tho rogion., Studics were continuing
to cveluate morc closcly the nmojor forces influcncing such trade. Cortain
spocial aspects of thoue stulics were Dresonted to tho Conforcnce for the
discussion of apriculturnl cxponeion in relation fto demend.

The importance of improving merketing systoms was recognized os
essential to agricultural development. Work in thig ficld includes the
preparation of o scrics of marketing hendbooks viz., o "Guide to Morketing
Problems ond Improvement Programs', nnd o practical guide to the marketing
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of fruits and vepgetables, arc now available, . An annotated bibliopgraphy
i8 being compiled-of publications on differont aspects of marketing in
order to facilitatc internntional cxchange of coxpericencce. Technical
ossistance is also provided to countrics in the rogiong in 1958 this
program includes exports in crop grading of rice and beaons, domestic rico
marketing, and oxport markoting of rice., In addition, FAO and the ECAFE/
FAO Agriculture Division collaborated in advising the University of L
Indonesia in the preperation of 2o mtudy of rice norketing in thot country.
A proposal to hold o technical meoting in the resion on the merketing of
food grains wos being considered,

The joint ECAFE/FAO Agriculture Divigion, located in Bangkok,
collaborated Tully with FAO heandquarters in joint mectings on various
agro-ccononic probloms, as indicated above, and published reports of
speeial studies in these fields, The Division was also moking spocial
case studics of the use of surplus agriculitural commoditics for finoncing
economic dovelopment, of the relationships beltween apricultural ond
industrial growth in thoe cconomy, and of the impact of community develop-—
ment programs on agricultural development. A survey was also being made

L

of the status and scope of opricultural cconomics research in the region.
Commodities

Recent years have secn an intensgification of IAO's work in the basic
intelligonce and rescarch work on commoditics. Currcent roports and
commodity notes arc rcsularly issucd, but this work is now directed more
towards facilitating the intoergovernmental consultations centred in the
FAO Committee on Commodity Problems, This Committee koeps the gencral
commodity situation under roview, reviows intergovernnmental actions con-
cerning commoditics and considers ony spocific problems that arise, such
as surplus disposal, food roscrves, arriculturol support mcasurcs., It
has sot up a numbor of subsidiery bodics, the oldest established of which
is the CCP Consultative Sub-Cormittce on Surplus Disposal. As well as
developing oconstructive uses for surpluscs, the Washington Sub-Committco
tries to ensure that, as far os possible, surplus disposals do not have
harmful effects on the interosts of other countries, and are in conformity
with the cecstablished FAO Principles on Surplus Disposal.

Four specialized commodity rroups have beon set up under CCP auspices.
Since the last regiloncl confercnce, two stonding sroups were set up for
coconut and grains in 1957, in oddition o those existing for rice and
cocoa, Governments folt thot the problems of these commodities call for
o fuller cxchange of knowlcdoo ~nd czperionce, and a forum woag needed for
getting to know each othor's policics and thus pave the way for improved
coordination of nationnl policies. Such groups also help improve stoatistics,
outlook work, ctc., and provide a firmer baosis for planning by governments,
farmers and troders. Membership of these stonding groups is open to all
interested govornments.

The rice group, knovm as the Consultntive Sub-Committec on the
Beonomic Aspects of Rice, roviewed, ot its sccond session held in the
United States in February 1958, the currcnt situation and discussed the
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short-term and long-term, outlock for rice os well as means to facilitate
the flow of international trode. A study of consumer preferences was
initiated as well as rescorch into the utilization of rice.. The structurc
of the international morket for rice is being studied as a preparation for
possible discussion of methods to reduco instability in intcernational trade.
A Reciprocal Bxchonge of Information is being conducted throush the Sub-
Committects scerctoriat,

M importont part of the Sub—-Commititce's task is conductod by a
Group .of Experts on Rice Urading and Stondardization, which has held three
sessiong, drafted a medel scheme for grading suitoble for adoption by
governments and agroced on o number of bhasic definitions. It is hoped to
hold the noxt scssion of the Sub-Cormmittcoe nnd of the Group of lxports in
the For East in February 1959,

e ]
}..J.
£

- Tho FLO Group on Groing hns set up o vrosram of work including
regular appraisals of the world srain situotion, 2n cxamination of the tronds
in production, consumption, stocks, prices ond trade, and tho consideration
of national grain policics and their intornational cffects. It has undor-—
taken o comprohensive study of the frctors which have led to the prosont
disequilibrium and cccuwaulation of surpluscs as o first step towards con-
sidering practical meosurcs for overcoming some of the current crain
problems,

The FAO Group on Ccconut and Coconut Products was set up inm 1957 and
will hold its sccond scssion in the Far Bost in the autumn of 1958, It is
engoged on a program of work covering econonic cnalysis and outlook, the
improvement of statistics, the improvement of copre quality and standards
and the exchange of scicntific and technical knowledge.

=L

The FAQ Cocoa Study Group has now held three scssions ond is dovelop-
ing o program of work which provides for regular publication of cocoa
stotistics, the inprovement of the accuracy and coverage of stotistics and
a range ‘of ceconomic and social studics, including guestions of cocon sub-
stitutes. It is also promoting technical work and vescarch in the cocoa
producing countrics.

Apricultural Stotistics

Work on opriculturcl statistics was concentrated on two topics:
censypagond sample surveys, and stotistical techuiques in agricultural
oxperimentation, The activities in the Tirst toplce changed emphasis from
work on the publicntion of the zroport on the 1950 World Census of Agriculture
to work in preporation of the program for the 1960 World Census of
Agriculture, which will be discussed by the Conforcencoe.

On the usc of stotisticnl techniques in agricultural roscarch, by
far the outstanding work ~ccomplished cduring the two years was the pre-
paration of the Review of the Status of Agricultural Exporimcnt@tion in the
region, This review hos shown that while the prineiples of aoricultural
experimentation arc fairly well ~daplted in practice, the amount of uscful
information resulting from czperiments for dircct application by farmers

r
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@ not commensurate with the offorts and funds spont by the cowntrics on
agricultural rescarch, stressing thereby the need for measures for Turther

promoting the uscs of czperimental desirms in agricultural rescarch,
Fisherics

FAO is continuously associated with fishery policics and programs in
the reogion, through the Indo~Pocific FPisherics Council. The A0 Regional
Figheries Officer is the Scerctary of the Council and, as in provious years,
ha and his gtalff have performed the vorious sceretoriat functions of the
Council. In tho past two years the scrvicing of the Council hasg been ‘
strengbhened by the desipnation of specioalist officors in FAO Headquarters
o0 morvice the various toernical committces, sub-committees and pancls of
the Council in theilr respective subject-motter fields, This is improving
the flow of technicnl information to Member Governmeonts ond facilitoatos
access to expert advice on particular technical problems. The Seventh
Session of the Council was held in Boandung in May 1957, and the Tighth
Segsion will meet in Colombo in December this yeoar., Apart from the general
activities of the Council and the routince consultotive and advisory work
of the Regional Office, FPAO's mein activitios in the regpion were as follows,
and’ may be conveniontly mentioned under the three main branches of its work,
Vig. 2 ‘
Fisheries Biolog

Las

As part of FTAO's work in fishory resources, it is assisting in orgoniz—
ing a symposium on Fish Behaviour to take =—loce at the Council's Eighth
Session., FAO also participated, in the sccond part of 1956, in o neecting
of the Rastrelliger Sub-~Committce of the IPFC and collaborated in the pre~
paration of plans for coordinated research on this group involving,
wmong other things, the conduct of a Training Centre under the Technical
Asgistance Program, which will conmence in October this year,

Technical Assistance projects have been carried out in the invesgtig-
ation of marinc resources in Indonesia and the Philippines, theo promotion

of inland fisheries in Ceylon and the Hilsa fishery in Pokistan,

FAO will perticipate in a training coursc in marine biology organizcd
by UNESCO in collaboration with the Science Institute at Bombay,

Fisheries Technology

In the Fisheries Tecunology field, o training centre for junior
fisheries officials was held in Noumea, New Caledonia, in collaboration

with the South Pacific Commission ond, at the request of the Government

of India, national training contres for fishormen and for fishing boat
designers have been orcmnized by FAO Technical Assistonce experts.  Other ‘
experts were ongaged in India, Ceylon, Thailand and the Philippines in intro-
ducing new fishing methods, designing new boats and mechanizing local fishing
boats, assisting in the planning of fish harbours ond in tho organization

of fish »rocessing and gear rescearch laboratories.
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Headguarters! exports travelled in the repion, consulting and
advising governments ond industry on fisheries development, on the dosign
of fishing hoats and . research vesscls, .on fising mothods and on the handling
and processing of fish, . ‘

Some 24 delegates from tho repglom participated ot the FAO Fishing
Goar Congross in Hamburg, 1957.

Fisherice Tconomics and Stotistics (including institutions and scrvices)

In response to the recomendations of the Third Regional Confercnco,
particular emphasis has bhecn placed during the past two yeors on certaln
ingtitutional probloms assoclated with middlcmen activities, fishwmarkétihgy
and fishermen's cooperatives in the rogion., Pilot studies of the functions
of middlemen and cooperatives in fisheries have becn promoted under the
auspices of the Universitics of Bombay, Hongkong and Malaoya, and o substantial
part of the report on fthesgc studies is now being prepored for publication.

The FAQ Indo~Pacific Training Centre in Fishory Cooperatives and
Administration was conducted in Sydney, Australie, from December 1957 to
January 1958 ond, in this comnection, o comprchensive roview of fishormon's
cooperatives in the region has been prepared and will be embodied in the
report of the Contre, to be published very shortly.

Under the Exponded Technical Assistance Program, experts on cooperative
fish-markcting hove completed anssignmonts in India and Poakistan during 1957
and 1958,

A draft Hondbook on Proliminary Fisheries Surveys was prepared ond
circulated to membors of the Indo-Pacific Fisheries Council for use in-
connection with the IPFC Indo-~Pocific Fisherics Year.

Forestry

The Fourth Scssion of the Asin-Pacific Forestry Commission was held
at Bandung, Indonesic, in June 1957, preceded by o gecond scssion of the
regional Teak Sub—Commission. The meeting reviewed the progress made in
forestry in Member Countries since the provious sesoion. Practically all
countries reportod an cxpansion of forest industrics but the noed wos clear
for rationalization and modernization of the sawnilling industry in tho
region, Some progress was reported in tho utilization of lesscr-known hard-
woods or sccondary spccics, which hoas lorgcly resulted from rescarch in
imprognation and scoasoning. Great intorest was shown in tho testing of
secondary hardwoods both For pulping and for the nonufacture of plywood and
furniture, as well og for construction purposcs. Impresmation of secondary
timbors for railway slecepors was ruporbted os being coarried out on o :
commercial or cxporimental scale in scveral countries.

In the coursce of this session, recommended standard grading rules
were agreed for teak squarcs, hardwood logs and savm hardwoode., Further

work is procoeding in repgord to tenk logs and . conversions,
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.The delegates of the Commission reviewod current PAO activities in
the reogion and advised the Dircctor-Geoneral ag to the desirable future
orientation of FAO!'s forestry work as it affeccted the Asia-Pacific arca.
The next scssion of the rogional forestry commission is duc to be held
late in 1959, when the secretariat will report progress made with the
study on regional wood resources ond requircments being jointly handled
by ECAFR ond FAO, This study aims at making basic data available on the
potentialities of existing forest rosources and on prospective wood
requirements, in order to cnable governments to formulate sound policics
in the fields of forest conscrvation and utilization, within the frame-
work of a far-reaching regional policy based on factual information of the
region's forestry situation, and its likely trends. The study will De
completed in 1959 and its findings submittod to the next FPAO regional
confercnce. ‘

Barlier in the year a meeting of the APFC Working Party on Watershed
Manamement has been hol& in India, in the course of a regional development
centre on watershed management orgonized under the Technical Assistance
Program and aoulmnod to sorve both forestors and agriculturists. This
project stommed dircctly from recommendations of the last FAO regional
conference., The cnsuing dcbate on watershed management and shifting
cultivation led the Commission to urge that a trwlning centre on rosearch
methods and techniques in watcrshed management should be cstablished by
FAO in one of the tropical countries of the roegion.

Preparations have been started for a 1959 regional training centre
on forest inventory and land-usce classificotion techniques in Indoncsia
and for a resional consultatlon on the development of pulp and paper
industries to he orpanized with BCAFE and UNTAA, probably in carly 1960,
I+t is hoped that this meeting will not only holp to spread useful economic
and technical information amony tho sovernments and specialists of the
region, but will also stimulatc comnsiderably the rate at which new pulp
and paper capacity will be cstablished or plannced through domestic as
well as foreign oapltul 1nvestmontp.

Tcohnloal assistance hag been Tenderoﬂ by PAO specialists to
several governments in the various branches of forestry. Notable progocts
have been concerned with the inventory of the tcak~%oarinq forests of
northern Thailand, the cxpansion of qug:‘@ cale markets, the development
of the forest products rescarch institute in tkﬂ Philippines, potential
pulp and board industrics in Viet-Nom, control of morine borers of timber
in India. Through joint arrengements with UNTAA, an PAO specialist has
also been advising the Pl&nnxnu Board in Indonegsia,.

Wutrition

The Fourth Session of the Wubrition Committec for Bouth and BEast
Asin was held in Tokyo in Scptember 1956, sponsored jointly by FAO and
WHO.: The Committee cxamined the nutrition situation in the region.
Particular atteontion was given to beri-beri and protein malnutrition and
to suitable methods of preventing thesc discases. In the FAO/ECAFE meeting
on agricultural planning, held in Bangkok in 1957, contributions to the
discussions on "Wutritional aspects of food planning" were made. The
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problem of rutrition in relotion to food nnd crriculture policy will be
discussed by the Confercnce.

A survey was corricd ous in Ceylon in 1957, in colloboretion with
WHO, in order %o ossess the food supnly situation and the nutritional
status of the population, w3 o basis for sound Tood policies ond plons as
well os nutrition programe., In Burme, a nutrition cxpert assisted the
Government in the orgenization of nutrition services, with speciel attention
to prograns of nutrition education,

Asgistonce in various aspects of food technology wos continued in
India (frult preservation) and Indonesin (processing of local protein-rich
foods). TFood prescrvation surveys have been made in Thailand and Burnma.,

In the field of home economics, expoerts assisned to Burma, India,
Indonesia, Maloya and Thoeilond have continuced to assist in the development
of Fraining prograns ond cxtenslion services in the respective countries
in close cooperation with the rorionald offlcer who filled the new post of
Home Beonomics in thoe resioncel offico.

A Rogional Technicenl licceting on Homo Tconomices was held in Tokyo
in October 1956 ond the meoting considered capecinlly the situation in
relation 4o the Home HBeopormics sralning and oxtension services in the
region.

B

A Seminor on school-Tooding and related netivities for Southeast

Asie will be held ot the ond of 1958 in Tokyo.

B. Stotoment to the Conierence by the Dircctor-Gencral

The Dircctor-Goneral cxpressed his pleasure that tho first FAO
recionnl conferonce e wos attonding should be in his own regions He
placed hirsh importance on the Rernionnl Conferences and porticulorly on the
present one beoause, as Celesates would romember, he had proposcd at
last year's FAO Confercnce thast the work of the Orprnization in the rogions
be strongthencd, ond this policy had boon approved.  He had thorefore glven
nore authority to his Reolonsl Repwescntotives, who were required to develop
closer nssociotions throush visits, with mewbor countries, and to prepore
forword rogional »rosroms for hoodquorters consideration. The strengthening
of rcgionai offices wos procecding. He wos hoppy to sce that Membor
Governments hod realized the importonce of the Confercnce and gent delegatos
of such high lovel,

631

He hed hensd eriticisms thot FAO's work wos somotimes not always o
rofleetion of the neods ond dosirves of wmemher countries, If this were
correct, it could possibly hove resultod from the orﬁanizgtional S%ructu?e
of FAO, ond partly from the way reglonol confercnces hod been conducted in
the past. In recorganizing FAO heodguarters, e wos trying to bring about
arester coordination amons various subject-motter specialists, so thm? the
FAO progrom of work could he formuloted from the point of view of regional
noeds, Ho askod Tor advice for the future and critleism on tho past,

which he might toke into comsideration in proporing the program and budget
for 1960 and 1961
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He would not touch on technical details which had been fully covered
in working papers for the meeting, Instead he would confine his remarks to
a fow points which he felt should be called to the special attention of
delegatos.

Pirst, he wished to coll their attontion to the peper which dealt
with the impact on national progromming of the long term forces affecting
demand and consumption, The importonce was woll known of foreign trade in
apricultural produce as & supplier of forcign exchange, The nced was also
clear for expansion of agricultural production to supply domestic require-
ments, although programs for government cxpenditure did not always reflcct
this need, It was necessary for expension of agriculture to kecp pace with
this demand, for if production cxpanded too glowly, food prices rose
sharply, end larger food imports might need to be given precedence over
capital goods to the detriment of [encral development, or food exporting
countries might find increasing domestlc nceds cutting into cxport
availabilities., On the other hand, if production rosc more quickly than
domand, prices to farmers might fall to an wnprofitable level, and probleoms
of surplus arise. ‘

The Director-General theorefore stressed the nced for national
planning authoritics to kecep constantly under roviow the major forces
influencing demand in domestic and world markets, so that their countries’
resources might bhe used to the maximum bonefit. The FAO/ECAFE Working
Party on Dconomic Development and planning had noted that "even imperfect
indications of fubture troends arc of value in the formulation of economic
development plans and policices for agriculture'. The Working Party had
expressed the hope that "FAO can cxpend its analyses of the production and
marketing structure for the main agricultural products, including their
cxport prospects, and of the underlying causes of price fluctuations', He
hoped that delesates would help the Organization with idecas as to the

[

dircction these FAO studies should take.

The Direcctor-CGencral also osked the Confercnce to consider whether
some special study should not he wdortaken ae was being done for the
Latin-American Region of the possible offccts of the Buropcan Common Marked
on future Aemand for agricultural prolfucts of the repion,

The Dircotor-Coneral made speoinl refercence to FPAO's work in the
gsocial ficld., Since assuming office he hnd given o great deal of thought
to ways in which the Orgonization could makoe ite many and heterogeneous
cctivitics meaningful in terms of humon well-being., FAO had been primorily
concerned with technical aspccts of oyriculiture, fisgheries, and forcsiry.
But the conscrvation and cxploitation of the resources of soil and water
or of plant and animal life did not constitute onde in themselves, but
were the means of promoting better living for people. Morcover, FAO's
technical work could not be successful without the consideration of social
and cconomic problems of farmers. FAO's progroms in such ficlds as agri-
cultural and home economics extcnsion, lond settlement and reoform, the
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provision of credit, cooperative organization ond the promotion of rural
industrics, aimed directly at improving the conditions of living of the
rural populations, In planning and implementing progroms in these fields
he felt it would be very inmportant to keep the closest collaboration among
the projects or ~ more desirably -~ 4o integrate them into an overall plan
wherever possible. Such colloboration was cgsential, not only for FAO,
but for the work of individual governments., '

He reported that ho had engaped o consultant to appraise thoe
situation, and to ossess and give expert advice on the welfare aspects of
FAO's program., The consultant's report, shortly to be available, would
provide a basis fox determining the most appropriate pattern of wssistance
to countries in promoting the welfare of their rural populations. These
recommondations would be token, as for as possible, into account in the
progran of work for 1960-61,

In this conncction, he wished to remind delegates of the importance
of extension work, perticularly in this region, Whatever improved varieties
or improved methods wore developed by scientists, they would be valucless
unless adopted or practised by farmers, FAO field experts advised govern—
ments on various tcchnical improvements, butbt without proper extension
services thelr reccommendations could not be implemcented. It wos ncedless
to say that in order to perform a successful extonsion service in a country,
there must he an efficiont orpanizational set-up in the government. The
pattern would, of coursec, vary from country to cowntry, but it was
casential to establish efficient overall coordination betwecn the agri-
cultural and sgocial activitics of the government, since extension related
to both of these fields.

The Director-Goneral then drew attention to the growing awareness
of povernments in the region of the possibilities of intesrated river hasin
development. While water was essential to agriculiture anywhere in the
world, it was ceven more so in this region, where rice was by far the most
important crop. He had heard that in Japan formers were enjoying four
successive years of bumper crops of rice. The very high and stabilized
yield of ricc in Jopan, ho understood, owed much to the control of waters
hoth for irrigation and drainage, olmost throughout the countiry. Japanese
farmers, too, werec noted for their abundant usc of fertilizers, ond ke
noted that farmers with an assured wabor supply, with low risk of flooding,
invested more Lahor and fertilizer thon than Aid farmers who were uncortain
of the outcome-eof their cofforts, ‘

In planning snd inplementing projects of water rosSourcos, it was
ofton more expediont and economic to make the project serve a numboer of
separate but clescly relaeted purposcs. In rocont ycars, multi-Dpurpose
integrated projects of censiderable scale had been carricd out in soveral
parts of the world.In this rogion the planning of a similar project had
been initiated for the Mokong basin, which formed part of Cambodia, Laos,
Thailand and Viet~Nam.
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The Mekong project hod originated back in 1951, from o technical
study by BECAFE of flood control on this interunational river, and had
developed into o study and investigntion for the full development of the
water and related resourcos of the Mekong basin., With the cooperation of
the United Stotes Iniornational Cooperation Administration and the United
Nations Tochnical Assisiance Administration, FAC carried responsibility
for the apriculture, forestry and fishories aspects. Very rccently a
FAO mission of eipht specialists had started the investigoetion for the
assessment of vnotontial rosources in thesc flolds.

‘Tho Dirsctor-General welcomed the Mekong project, not only because
of its intrinsgic possibilitics, but nlso becausc it agreed with his concept
of the responeibility of an internationnl orponization like FAO, FAO, ho
felt, should be dynamic in its cpproach; and not be content to be only on
orgenization for technical scrvice, The Mediterranean Development Projeot
was on other instance of this new approach,

He wished *to invite the Confercnce to discuss what problems of
common. intercst in the rogion misht well beo handled by intornational
cooperation.

He pointed out that alithough there wos considerable variation in
natural conditions ond in the stage of cconomic development reached there
were still mony similoritics omong the countries of the renion as a whole,
and more so among soveral neighbouring cowntries. Due to these similaritios,
there were o nunber of things which were of common interest. TIn the
tochnical field, for instonce, improvement in the variety of rice, tae
main crop of tho region, would benefit many countries, The International
Rice Commission nad made o areat contribution in this field. There might
be other opportunitics for successful colloboration on o reglonal basis.

The Dircctor=CGeneral conciuded by stressing the peoint that there
was no intention of confining the topice of the conference to the prepared
items of the agmenda. After all, he said, the secrotariot wos o service
body, end it was for delogsates to decide whaot wos important and worthwhile
to discuss ot such o policy level Confercnce.

¢

C. Recent Dovelopnents in the Food ond Apricultural Situstioh in the Resion

Reecent trands in coricultural production

The previoug Lepionnl Conference had noted that countbries had devoted
greant efforts to increasing agricultural production and that substontial
progreas had beon made since the war, bub had stressed that o more accelor—
atod poce was essential to bring about real improvomenis in consunption
levels. Since thet Conference, & new record in agricultural production had
been attained in the region in 1956/57. However, acverse weother conditions
in parts of south and south—east Asis hod causod o reduction in 195?/58 from
the previous yeorts peok, but oubput had still been sone 18% above the
average level of the 1948~52 period,
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The Conference observed that althouch the rate of exponsion in
production from 1953 to 1956 had kept slightly chead of the increase in
population, ond production per head of total population rose gradually,
the trend wag reversed In 1957/58 when per capubt production fell to the
1954/55 level. Furthermorc, per caput production was still lower than
before the worg and while there had been o linited improvement in total
available food supplies in recent years, this hod come from changes in the
pattern of trade in foodstulffs, Foold imports into the reslon had incrsased
substantially to meet the growing demand resulting from increases in
population and per coput incomes, while cxports had been much smaller
compared to the prowar period, The unnusually large food imports which
gome countries haod found necessary from time to time had imposed heavy
droing on the forcign exchonsce resources of these cowntries and seriously
nempored their genoral cconomic development programs. In some cases thesc
effects had been mitigated by luports obtained as grants or on special
terms of payment.

This underlined the continuing importence of maintolining and
increasing efforts directod towards o balance development of agriculture
in stop with tho rest of the economy, as hod been stressed alzo at the
previous Reglonal Conforence. Production must incrcase ot a much foster
Dace than the population if the generally wmeagre levels of consumption
and nutrition were o be roised, and the increased demond resulting from
growing cxpenditure on goeneral development was not to result in oxcesslve
price increases for foodatuffs., 17 the rapld growth of populotion
continued, far morc vigorous cfforts would be needed to increasc food
production if even the low levels of oubtput per capubt preveiling before
the wor woere to e reattained,

Recent Trends in Trade in Asriculturnl Products

It was noted thot ~rowing trade deficits and declining forelom
exchange rescrves had characterized dovelopments those past two yeors in
the region. Both volume and value of imporits of agricultural products hed
increased, On the other hand, export cernings from agricultural products,
the main sources of Foreigm cxchonge for wost cowntries, had been reduced
by falling prices and/or o levelling—off or decline in volume. Further-
more, increasing domostic use of some oxport products hoad in some cascs
recuced the proportion of outnut nveilablo Tor export. These dovelopments
pointod out the vitel importonce of achieviug o more rapid rate of increase
in output, =znd the nced for pronter officiency in production of axpord
crops as woell os of food crops.

The cenond Tor ceorcels had risen steadily these poast Tow years as
o roesult of growing populations and advancing per eanut incomes., While
production of cereals had also cxpandod, net cercal imports inta the
region hod Lod to bo stepped up to meet the new demand,

Tn the last two yeors imports of cevenls had risen sharply,

focilitated in many cases by the nvailebility of cerewnls on spocinl torms
(notably from the US) to relicve wnsntisfactory food supply conditions.
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Such conditionz had been brought about in many areas by reduced harvesis,
and in others partly a2lso by an insufficiency of marketed supplics due to a
tendency for increased consumption and stockholding ot the farm level,
However, those countries of the region producing grain above their own
requirements had increcased their exports of rice and other cercols since
1953 following a gradual cxpansion in production.

Exports of oilseed crops and vegetable oils had on the whole
declined stcadily in the last three ycars, duc largely to increased domestic
deomand rather than to any fall in production.

Tea cxports had voricd over the years in relation to overseas demand
and, while there had been a drop in exports in 1957, the general level had
not fallen hack to the low point of 1955, With regard to jute, the unsteady
market of the last few years had led to someo restrictions on production
and reduced supplies of raw jute available for export. The volume of
rubber exports, destined primarily for countries outside the region, had
fluctated from year to yeor but had romained ot a relotively hipgh level,
although prices had fallen, '

Gross Supplies of Principal Agricultural Commodities

The Conferonce noted that the increasce in production and the changes
in trade over the last few years had increased the level of per caput -
disposable supplies of foodand agricultural raw materials in the region.

The increased demand within the region for ncarly all the principal
agricultural products had been met both from increased production and in
the last two years from increases in net imports also {or a reduction in
export availabilitics),

In most countries the level of gross per caput cereal supplies had
been well above the average for the 1948-52 period. Even so, reports from
scveral countries indicated that markceted quantities of cereals had fallen
short of demond, which had led to price incrceases., Port of these increascs
may have been due to increased consumption on farms, and an apparvent
tendency for some farmors to hold on to their stocks after harvest for a

“longer period pending more fovorable prices. Increascs in the per caput
gupplies of most other apricultural commodities - and particularly the
gsignificant increase in supgar supplies ~ appeared to reflect greater con-
sumption demands made possible by increasing incomes resuliting from
economic development.

Arricultural Development Programs:  Hecent Deovelopments

Since the previous Regionnl Conference, some revision in plans
Tor economic development had teken place and some new or revised plans
were adopted., The decline in foreipn exchange earnings and heavier
expenditures on food imports had intensified both currency and budgetary
difficulties. Incdegquacy of investment funds and forelgn exchange had
necessitated a reduction in the tempo of economic development, While this

PAO/58/11/8722



-2 -

had affected all sectors of the cconomics, necessitating scaling down in
many cases of original tergets, agriculturael programs had on the whole been
given priority for funds., Iven in thosc countrics whoere prepared plans
were shelved or were under revision, a good deal of development work was
proceeding,
The Confercnce noted that Japan had abandonced her original 1956~60
program, becausc hasic circumstonces had chanped after the end of 1956,
and was now implementing o now five-ycor program which began in April 1958,
The objective for agriculture was to achicve an annual growth rate of 3.3
rercent in gross national income produced in asriculture. The Japanese
delegate pointed out that imports of rice into Jopon were decreoasing as a
result of the high level of domestic production. However, inspite of
increased farm production, the dispority in incomes per person, between
agriculture and other  industrics still required attention., . Under the new
program, particularly for 1959, the new development program for asriculture,
forestry and fisheries stresscd three pointss (1) basic works such as land
development and improvemont, reforestation and development of Ffishing ports
(2) the improvement of farm manacement and farm practices to reduce unit
production costs; ond (3) expansion and improvement of the markKoting '
structurce to keep abreast of the incrcasing commercialiszation of agri-
culturc.

The delepatc of Indis reported on the progress of agricultural
development in his country since the last Regicnal Conference. In March
1956, India's First Five Yeor Plan was completed and wos notable for o
15 percent incrcase in agricultural production over the basc year, An
important feature of the agricultural pert of the Second Five Year Plan,
which was initiated in April 1956, was the integratced approach known as
the community development program. The program ploced great importance
upon the human factor., DIxtension scrvices and cooperatives congstituted
intesral parts. In somc cascs, the progran sct production targets for
regions, blocks, villages and cven down to some individuel farms, Further-
more, the Second Plan covercd a wider field than the First Plan, os 1t
deolt with more crops, og well as with animal husboandry, fisheries, warc-
housing, marketing.

Land Development and Improvenent

The Conference noted that there was still o consideroble area of
lend in the ropion which could be brought under cultivation, The delegate
of the United Kingdom cmphasized the importance of soil survey and land
plonning before cmborking on exzponsglon progroms ond warned that hasty land
development could run into serious difficulties. The delegote from New
Zealend roeforred to the efforts that were being made by Japan to develop
areas unsuitable for production of rice or other groains as pasture land.

The utilization and development of lond for forest was also
importaont, cspecially in the mountoinous countrics, In Xorca, where T0
percent of the total land orco is forest, on cxtensive afforestation
program was now underway. One of the Tirst steps taken wos to provent
the cubtting of young trees, nnd thon followod o nationwide tree planting
campailsmn.
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In addition to the development of ncw land, projects of land improve-~
ment werc beings carricd out in all countries of the region., It was
recognized that in many cases such improvement was lcss costly and brought
guicker results. In most cases, the csscential part of this development
consisted of irrisation and drainage, Tho delegate of Japan ascribed the
successive bumper crops of rice in hisg country mainly to the postwar develop-
ment of water-use ~nd to soil improvement, and the delegate of Burma drew
attention to the lack of water control as a disincentive to farmers consider-—
ing the application of fertilizers.

The delepate of Ceylon stated that the main problem of his country

was one of adequatc woabter supply and drainago. It woes to be thoroughly
investigated by cxrerts, and a proposal to cstablish a Water Resources Board was
boing oxaminod. Conncctod probloms wero those of land use, soil managoment and
soil conscrvation. A comprohonsive survey of solls was a groat noed in Ccylon

and it wag considercd that this work might take five to ton yoarss

Ralging Productivity

Sovoral dolcgatos stressod the importance which was attached in their
countricg to moasurcs designed to raisc productivity in agriculturc, both per
acro and por mane Their aim wag to produce nmorc food for thelr increasging

populations from the arca mnow undor cultivation as well as to reduco production
costs per units

The delesate of Coylon reported that a policy of intensive rather
than extensive agriculturce had already becn initieted in his country, the
aim being to employ the available resources as far as possible on the
existing cultivated arca. Although progress had been made during the
last 25 years in clearing and developing new jungle land these efforts
had been motivated more by social than by economic considerations.

The presont yield from paddy land in Ceylon was about 9.4 cwt. of
milled rice per acre as compared with about 25.9 cwt. in Japan., Ceylon
envisaged the possibility of increasing yilelds by 50% through the
adoption of more intensive methods of farming, including double cropping.

In Korea whore bhoth soil and climatic conditions appecarcd to be
distinctly favorable for rice, the prospect for further increases in rice
production per acre was reported to be bright, Although the present out-
put of rice was about 33 percent above whot it was shortly after World
War IT, and the yicld was already higher than in most other countries of
the region, the delegate of Koreca considered that when more farmers had
been taught how to apply scicntific methods to rice farming, it would be
possible to raise yields by morc than 50 percent.

The Confercnce noted the intensive development of agriculture in
Japon, especially the exceptionally high yicld of rice por unit arca,

Lo
~

and interest was oxpressed in Japanese faorming practices. The delegate
of Tndin stated that the cssentials of the "Japanese methoed" of paddy cult-

o

ivation ag understood and applied in his country were (1) roised seed bed,
(2) planting fewer seedings per acre (3) troansplanting in rows or sguares,
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and (4) top dvessing with fertilizers, ot loost twice., The adoption of
these proctices din Indin hod increcsed the yiecld of poddy by sbout half of
o ton per acre over the usual mothods, In 1957 some A million cres hod
been plwruﬂﬁ in India by the "Joponesc methed, and tho terret for 1958

as 7 million acros.

The uvsc of improved tools and wachines suitod to conditions in the
rogion wos recosnized as on ﬁmportanv means of rodising asricultural
producvivity per non as well as relicving fermers from back-breoking form
work., Delepates had haon iﬂprOﬁS@ﬁ by the Jorm e oqlncry Txhibition

which they visite A oport of She program of ziuly tours, eond some felt
thot many of tho Smmll'ﬁmcbjWﬁn oxhibited would be uvscful in their countrios.
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Tho delopate from Thwlland 2ointed out thoat nechanizod Ffarm opor-
ations had theolr limites in the remion becouse of the smell size of holdings
and hecause of tradition. The delerate wes of the opinion that furthor
gtudios on the mochonlzotion of Lorm opersticon - egpeeially of wet poddy
forming ~ should be undertaken, Ho proposed the cstablishment of a
regional ceontre sponsored by FAO with the cooperntion of governments, for
this »urnose.

Apricultural Cradit

he magnitude of the problem of cgriculiural indebtednsss was evident
in almost every country of the region. Agriculturnl development was hold
up by lack of cdequote funds for ooriculiural credit and systems of
“ﬂminl%tratinf them., 48 the Dircetor~Gonoral pointed out in hls address,
advice on fortilizeors, chemicels and form mochinery wos valucless to farmors
who hod no funds +to purchase thom.

Tho Conferconce took note of the fret thoat the abolition of lond-
lordism in the process of lond refornm cusomatically brousht responsibility
on the part of the povernment to take over the credit nroviding functions
of the landlords. Tor instaonce, Coylon which had recently cnacted lond
reforn measurces, reported thoe cstablishment of benking institutions for
farners.

The delegate of Ceylon roported thot o survey of rural indebtcdness
confucted in 1957 reveanled that 354 percent of the rurel familics were
indebted, Only 4.1 percent of tho toitel emount borrowed was from co-
oporative institutions, despite the cxistonce of o co~olerative crodit
movement in Coylon for the pagt 47 yours, The country had now docided
to replace the Tedoral Bonk with o Co-operative Dovelopment Bonk which had
‘government backing, The Ceylon Jelernte susgested that countries in this
region which had the sane problem in vesord to crodit facilitics should
czomine the whole situation carcfully ~nd congider whethor 1t would not be
nossible to establish some sort of ronional apricultural bonk. Delegoates
learned %tha%, 28 the result of lond roform in Xoroea, therc were no land-
lords in thet country who (id not practice fTarming for themsolives, and
that credit for formors was provided by an Loricultural Bank with branch

offices throusrkout the country.
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Development of Cooperatives

Reports by delesetes showed that, in most of the countrics of the
region, special cmphasis woas being laid on encouraging and fostering
farmers'! cooporatives. It was noted that multi-purposc cooperatives atb
village level, rather than specialized large-scale organizations were
pencrally considered most suitable.

The delegate of India reported that in his country cooperative
organizations were being vigorously promoted os en important part of an
integrated scheme undor the five-ycar plan, which included marketing,
credit, rural industry ond verious other ficlds of activity, Tor credit
services of cooperatives, the State assumed partnership. It was cnvisaged
that mombeorship of the cooperatives would amount to 15 million during the
seccond Pive~-Yoor Plan period. The scheome also provided for the building
of cooperative warchouses, processing plants and supar factorios.

In Ceylon action was now under way to roplace the varied types of
cooperatives by a single nulti-purposc cooperative in cach village. The
delepate of Ceylon pointed out ag a noteworthy feature that the original
cooperative edificc had been built up ond cven sustained under certain
artificial conditions., It was sholtered by monopolistic privileges,
released from tax obligations, given lavish financial assistonce and
cxtensive patronage by the government., He oxpressed doubt as to whother
the structure could withstand the competition of private enterprisc under
open market conditions, In his viow, thereforc, the cntire structurc of
cooperatives should be rcorgonized, on a pattern which would bring about
the conscious ond active participation of the people, and make it &
vehicle of populor mass movement.

Crop Ingurance

It was recalled that the previous Repional Conference, held in
Bandung in 1956, adopted the report of the Working Party on Crop and Live-
stock Insurance, and advised governments to seek technical nssistonce from
FAO to put the recommendotions into offect.

The Government of Ceylon reported that it had accepted the recommend-
ation and had devised, with the technical assistonce of FAO, a Crop Insurance
Scheme for paddy. According to the report of the delegate of Ceylon, the
scheme would be ovmorated as o pilot project in a selected ftypical area of
the island, commencing in November 1958, Because of the vagoaries of the
weather in Ceylon, cultivators had not beon sowing large tracts of arable
land cvery year, and the delegatc oxpressed the hope that the insurance
gcheme would help to bring in o pood part of the acreage which was at
present not being double~cropped.
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Shortage of Technicions

Shortese of technicions woas folt by meny countries . to be one of
the great obstoacles to.the carrying out rof dovelopment prosroms in the
fields of apriculturc, forestry and fishories, Because of this, delegates
stressed the particular importance of the work of FAO technicions. The
delegate of Cambodia mentioned thot if Camboldia had not been oble to
request more assistonce from FAC tocknical cxports, it wos becouse she
had very few stoff whem theose cxports could train ond holp.

Almost 2ll the dolepsetes expressed their cratitude to FAO for
gending experts to their countries. Tho Philippine delesate referred to
technical help in hide processings Viet-Nom thanked TAO for expert help
in rice production and asricultural stotisticsy Jopan which was noted for
its high standerd of arricultural technigue, acknowledsod the assistonce
piven by PAO cxperts +dn the field of land improvement, and in porticulor,
peat land improvementd,

The delopate from Viet-llam also pointed out that because FAO could
enly send few coxperts, thorce werce coses in which the oxpected rosulis had
not been obtained, He thercfore Teguested that tochnical zesistonce by FAO
should bo piven on o lorser scole. ‘

joRer

The ialayon delegete oxpressed his thanks to FAO for the provision
of technical oxperts ond nlso fronkly expressed the opinion that as a
country with nowly ~ained independence, lnloya nceded exports more
sympathetic towords national cepirations, S

The holding of FAO sponsored training centres and the provision of
fellowships wore recomnended ns among the most importont mcans of
alleviating the shortase of technicians, The troining centros for fish
culture, farm menagenent, ond agricultural stotistics were specifically
mentioned by the delesates fron Viet-Fam and Burma., The provision of more
fellowships wos ~lso requosted by soveral countries, and Korea hoped in
particuvliar to send nmorce resecorch workers to other rice-~producing countries
in order to lecrn inproved methods of rice culturce.

International end Repicnal Cooporction

Dolepates welconed the stoatenoent of the Dircector—-Genoral of FAO
strossing the need for regionel cooporastion, ~nd poinied out o number of
factors common to most countrics of the rorion, such ag low incomes, lock

of credit sources ond shoriage of foreirm cxchonge.

It wos noted thot in addition to the interrational cooperation
spongorcod by FAC ond other interncotionnl orgonizmations, bilateral
cooperntlion algo contributed 4o the asriculturael development of the roslon.
The Ceylon delescte expressed his sratitude bo Jnpan for the soending of
grecialists to his country, ond the delepnte of Japoar ossured the Conforcence
that his country wos olwoys realy to cxtond ftechnicnl assistonce.  The
dolerate of tho Unised States also declared thaot his country would continue
to ﬁive whatover 2id possible to help countries in the resion attain tho
objéctivos of more efficient utilization of their hwann and natural
resources ond the roising of stondords of living.

(=]
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Delegates of countries outside the region, such os New Zealand
and France, expressed the desire to loarn from the expericnces ond
findings of countries of the region. They also statod that thoy would
be hoppy if there were anything that thelr countries could contribute to
the aoricultural dovelopment of the region.

The delegpate of Indin informed the Conference that the farmers
orgarization of India called Farmers Forun ITndla had decided to hold a
World Agriculture Fair from Deocember 1959 to Fobruary 1960, end thot India
would like to invite all countries to toke poart.

D. Policy Questions Arising out of Technical Mestings

The Conforence noted thot discussion of the policy implications of
the work of rcpional technical Dodics ond neetings organized or sponsorcd
by FAO since the nreviocus Repional Conferonce had been providod for under
aspecific itoms of the provisional anendn, with the exception of the
Informel Moeting on Rinderpest Control in Indis and Pakisgdon, held in

New Delhi in April 19%7.

When adopting its agenda the Conference decided on the addition
of an iven entitled Livestock Production with perticular roference to
the Control of Aninmnl Discoses,

In view of this, the Conforence decided to toke up any policy
guestions arising out of the Informel Meeting on Rinderpost Control in
India and Pokiston when discussing the goenercl question of livestock
nrotuction and disecasc control under the new iten.

o additional matters were brought up for discussion under the
above heading,
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MAJOR QULBSTIONS CF' ¥00D AND AGRICULTURAL

DEVALOPIMENT TW THE REGIQN

Av  Bxpangion and Orientation of Agricultural Production and Supplies in
Relation tc Demand

The Confercrce gnve general consideration to egricultural development
and planning in the reglon, espocially to the impact on national programming
of both the short and longer iterm forces affccting demand and consumption,
international as well ag domestic.

The importance of foreign trade in agricultural products to most
countries in this region as a major source of their foreign cxchange
supplies was well known. The need for cxponsion in agriculiural production
to supply domestic requirements of food for growing populations, and raw
materials for growing domestic industries was also clear, though programs
for government expenditurc in all countries of this region hod rot always
reflected this nced.

The Conference stressed that 1t was neccssory for the exponsion of
agricultural production to keep pace witl. the growing domends of consumers.
For if production expanded too slowly food prices might risc sharply, and
larger food imports might need to be given procedence over capital goods
to the detriment of goneral developments or food cxporting countrics might
find incrcasing domestic needs reducing the gquantity of products available
for explrt. On the otheor hand, if production exponded more quickly than
demand, prices to farmers might fall to an unprofitable lovel and problems
of surplus might arise, with poegsible digcouraging effocts on further efforts
to inecreasse production. Farthermore, future foreign cxchange carnings would
suffer 1f agriculwiural resourcos woerce concentrated unduly on producing
commodities for which declining demand (or cxcessive supply) on international
markets resulted in falling prices. Consoquently national planning authorities
should keep constantly under review the major forces influencing demand in
domostic znd world merkets, so thnt tho country's rosources would bo usod to
tho moximpm boenofit. : '

"The Confcrence thon dealt separately with the short~term outlook for
commoditics in intornational trade, and with the Jonsor torm prospects in
‘clation to agriculturnl development plonning. '

Stort Term OQutlook for Commoditics

11

o p—

Internantionsl Troade

The Conforonce agrecd that short-term outlock forccasts could hardly
sorvo as a basis for nltering the pattorn of agriculturnl production hut that
thoy could be of great help in the shoping of government policics on the
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disposal or acquisition of agricultural products, i.e. in adjusting export
and import policies in the short term. PFurthermore, such forecasts could

aid a country to gauge better its short-term foreign exchange position, to the
extent that it relied on world markets for agricultural products, and could
consequently provide valuable information on the speed with which development
projects with appreciable foroilgn exchange components could be implemented

in the near futurec. ‘

It was observed that the Regional Conference gave an opportunity for all
FAOC member countries in the region to exchange information regarding the
immediate supply and requirement prospects for commoditics of importance _
to thom. Such discussions could be a valuable supplement to the work of the
FAO Committec on Commodity Problems and of its different commodity groups.

The Conference noted the information given in a sccretariat background
paper regarding the short term outlook for rice and other grains, rubber,
tea, sugar, fats, oils and oilsecds, copra and cocomut o0il, cotton, jute,
and hard fibres, ws well as the more recent changes affccting these commodities
as reported by the secretariat at the meeting. In the discussion a numbor
of delegations outlined later developments in their respective countrics.

With regard to rice, the basic food of the region, the Confercnce noted
with concern the unfavourable production prospects in important cxport
countries. A wide area stretching from north-east Thailand to the shores of
Viet~Nam had sufferced from late or insufficient rains. Cambodia and Vigt~Nam,
therefore, fearcd that they would not have much rice for oxport in 1958/59.
Thailand estimated that hor exportablce surplus for 1959 would amount to only
1,300,000 tons. On the other hand, Burma woas anticipating a much better rice
crop than the exceptionally poor one of 1957/58, while Korea hoped %o have
some rice for export in 1958/59 in view of the excellont crop of 1958 and of
the substantial stocks of food grains carried over from the previous year.
Koroa expected, however, %o have to import o quantity of other cereals since
hor doficicncy of thesc products would he about 300,000 tons.

The Delegate from France drew the attention of rice cxporting countrics
in the Far Bast to the stendy and possible growing import demand for rice
in tropical Africa. Production there wns increasing but consumption was
expanding at least as rapidly. Total imports werc about 150,000 tons a year.
A special factor of this import domand wos that it wns moinly for broken rice.

The Conference leoarncd also that Burma was trying to replace hor short—
staple cotton by long-staple growths snd to reducc her presont great ex—
penditure on imported vegetable oils by cncouraging the production of homo
grown oil sceds.

‘ Cambodia reported that the production of kapok had been greatly expandod
in recent yoars but that prices had recently collapsed to the oxtent that
Tarmers hod stopped colleceting the producc.

In view of the overseas fluctuations in agriculturnl production and
prices, India considered herself fortunate in hoving well—-diversified oxports
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and in not having to rely heoavily on the cxport of ~zricultural products to
finance her development. Imports of food were marginal, but they roemaincd
important since the higher notional income had led to o rising demand Ffor
foodstuffs which was particularly sharp for rice and whoat. Imports of
cereals in 1958 might be lower than thoso of 1957 but this was duc not so
mich to o lowering of vogulremonts as to the scarcity of rice in cxporbing
countries. Tho authoritics hoved to be able to do with smallcr cereal imports
in 1859 but some imports would cortainly be ncedoede

As regnrds tea, of which 60 per cent of her production was cxportcd ot
presont, internal demand was rising and would continue to increasce whilst
foreign demand, although expanding, tonded te fluctunte hoavily. The Indion
Governmont would, thorefore, welcome ﬁhu rﬂnOWﬂl of the International Tea
Sgrecnent.  The internal prices of oil eds and vogotable olls were tonding
to rise owing to the oxpansion in lntOTle consumption, and the Covernment
was trypng to meet this incrcascd demand by measures to stimulate the production
of ground nuts and castor uOde& At the same time, tihe oauthoritics wishod
nlso to onccurago the export of oil scods and vogetanle oils and had,
therefore, abolishoed oxport dutics on these products.

In cotton, the Indien outlook was grontly dopendent on forcign demond,
wut the authoritics were ftrying to zaisc the guality of Indian cotton in
particular by favouring the production of long stople growths

The Indian Dele
crop for the Far Dastoin rcgicn, and regrotted that PAO had so far beon
unable, owing to its mited financial rosources, to provide commodity studics
for pepper as iv hnd donc for other agriculturnl commoditics so uscfullys

gotion stresscd the importonce of peppoer as an oxport
e
L

Recent appraisals had shown that Pokiston's food production wag increasing
at a rate slower than that planted, due fto a large varicty of foctors,
particularly eclimatic cnes. The implication was that in thoe short run
Pokisgtan would need to continuce imports of corcals. Shoe hoped to be arowing
more sunflower scoeds shortly in order to cxpand ths production of vegoetable oils

Viet-Nam's second export crop next to rice was rubber. The Governmoent

wos stimulating production by varioug meosurcs such &8 long=-term loans,
but policy would De greatly affected by authoritative views conccrning the
outlook for rubber and, in particular the competition from synthetic rubber,
n problem which also affccted Cambodin. With roference to this problom,
the Conference noted that in the opinion of commodity cexperts of A0, the
world consumption of rubber would continuc to show a strong rosgponsc to
the growth of world econamic activity, hut that thore would ungucstionably
be price competition betweon natural and synthetic rubbor. Although sach of
these is more suitable for some uses vhan the other, there werc mony uscs
for which price would be the mojor factor detcrmining the type employoed.
The course of prices of natural rubbor would nlso have an importent effccet

stimulating or retording the growth of tho synthetlc rabber industry.
The Confeorcnce was informed that o recent Committee of Dxports appointed
by the Rubber Producers Council had stated thot mnintenance of futurc foreign
trade ecarnings from natural rubber deponded on increasing the output,
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improving the quality, and lowering the production costs to ipcroaso the
competitive strength of natural rubber as against the synthetic rubber.

Long—~term Prospects
and
Agricultural Plonning

In considering this quésﬁiony the Conference observed that the ideal of ‘
agricultural and of gencral cconomic plamning was to ochieve the maximum ecornomlc
growth consistent with reasonablce cconomic stability. The adoption by most
countrics of the region of planning for cconomic dovelopment to achieve this
goal had brought out the need to forcsee, and to moke provision for the
increascd demand for foodstuffs and industricl raw materials of agricultural
ocrigin that accompany developmontd.

One aspect of balanced development would be the avoidance of the
inflationary strain that would occur whon demand tended to grow faster than
supplics of agricultural products, as had happeonced recontly in India and
Pakigtan. On the other hend, cxpansion of production at a rate faster than
the growth of demand would result in falling prices, as had happened in India
for foodgrains in 1953/54g~or even of surpluscs as, for example, of certain
types of tobacco in the Philippines and of potato starch and silk cocoons
in Japane TFurthermore, foreign exchange carnings from agricultural products,
which are vital to many countries of the region, would suffer if a country's
agricultural resources were concentrated unduly on producing commoditios for
which declining demand (or excossive supply) on international markets
resulted in falling prices. ’

The Delegates of Australia, Burma, Cambodia, Cocylon, France, India,
dJapan, Koreca, Pokistan, the Philippines and the United Statcs spoke on
this subject. The Conference noted that the oricntation of agricultural
production to demand was one aspect of selective cxpansion, which had been
discussed at the previous Regional Conferencc. The delegate of France stressod
the technical, economic and social nced for agriculturnl diversification.

Need for forecasts of domesgtic demand

In connection with discussion of this subject, the Confercnce
reviewed the report of the ECAFE/FAO Working Party on Bconomic Development and
Plannings The Agricultural Sector, and commended thc Report of the Working
Party generally as a valuable contribution toward the improvement. of
agricultural development planning in the region. The Conferonce cndorsed
the conclugion of the Working Party that appraisals of future demand
for agricultural products were indispensable if systematic and realistic
agricultural planning was to be underiaken.

The Delegate of India rcported thet following concern in his country
regarding the increcasing prices of food graing in 1956/575 the Food
Grains fnquiry Committce had made a carcful analysis of the factors likely
to affect the future demand for food grains to thc ond of tho Second Five
Year Plan period. The analysis included consideration of the cffects
of population growth in rural and urban arcas, and of changes in income
and income distribution. The latter were bascd on data on houschold food
and total cxponditures as collected by the National Sample Survey. In
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formalating the Third Five~Ycar Plan, considornticn would also be given to
the differential growth of domand in various prrits of the country, sinco
incomo elasticitics of demand varicd between difforent regions.

The Delegate of Japan reoported on the methods that woere usced to project
demand in formulating the™ 1958~1962 cconomic doeveleopment plan for his
country. The Confercnce was intercstod to hear thot Japan had also chocked
aatritionsl requircmeonts against projections of demand resulting from
conaidoration of cconomic factors nlonoc.

In view of the nced for forccasts of domestic demand to pormit
more realistic planning, the Conforence cndorgoed fthe recommendstion of
the Working Party that govermments, wheroe thoy had not slready done so, take
steps fto obtain data to improve their forvard cstimantes of domand for
roodstuffs and other agriculwural products, including espocially dota cn
population trends, notionnl and consumcr incomes, nnd food supplics.
One such step would be to carry out, in beth rural and urban arcas,
sample houschold surveys of cxpoenditure on, and consumption of foodstuffls
(in rolation to income and to total family cowpenditure) in order to
provide a basis for demand projeciions.

Forceasts of industrinl activity were also needed to provide o basis
for estimating future demand for sgricultural row materials. Doemand
forecasts for these were porticularly difficult and the Conference
recommended further study of this problom.

The Delegate of the United States noted that his country wos interestod
in supply and demond projections in all countrics as they might affect the
cxport prospects for U.S. agricultursl products. He reported that his
Government hnd given financinl support to suckh siudics in several countrics,
and plans wore being made for initioting similor studies in India and the
Philippines, in cooperation with local rescarch institutes. o stated that
there was o possidility that his Government would, under corteiln conditions,
support such studics in othoer countries of the roegion.

The Conference obscrved that despite the valuable contributions mode
by the BCAFE/FAO Working Party, there were still questions of tochnigque
in the making of demard forccasts, and tho use of such forecasts in planning,
especlally for agricultural row materiacls roquired for indusitrial usc.
Farther work on these guostions was noeoded, and the Conforonce suggested
that discussion of thom by an cxperd working puarty in the region would moke
pessible a valuable exchange of cxpericnces

International trade ond demand projootions

Whilo orientation of agricultural production to domestic demand might
be taken to imply a policy of sclf-sufficicncy in agricultural products,
thig wae not nccessarily the cascs  For oxoample, the Dolegate of Japan
observed that his Government's policy under the presont development plan
contenmplated some increasc in imports of agricuirtural commoditics.
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The Conforence indicated gencral agrooment with the view of the BCATE/TLO
Working Party on agricultural planning tha’t the principle of comparativg
advantage should ideally determine agricultural export and import policics

and plans. It was recognizoed, huowever, thot in proactice dmporiant gualificotions
must be mode o take aceount not only of morket prosgpeocts, but also of such
faciors as the special pogition of "infant industrics" in nowly doveloping
countrics, as well as cmploymont and bDalance of payments difficultics.

In addition, the Delegnte of Pakistan noted that lack of sufficlont domesiienlly
owned sca transportation could Joopardize o ceuniry's esscentinl food supplics

in times of emergency and that, thercfore, hig Govormment plonncd to achicve
approximate self-sufficicency in basic feodstuffs.

The Declegate of Australic obseorved that in developing countries, humon
and social factors may dictote a policy of seif-sufficiency in the short run,
Lut consldorcd that their long-term intorests would be best served by changilg,
when it became possible, to a pattern of the most cconomic use of resources.
This would also stimulose internationnl trade.

Yhe Conference recognizced thot there were many uncoricintics in projecting
future demond on intornaticnal morkets for cgricultural products over a peried
of years. These difficultics worce cspecinlly great in the case of agricultural
raw materisls for industrial use. It was obscrvoed, however, thnt analyscs
of foreces aflecting supply and domend on international markets for agricultural
products, both in the shoxrt and long run, would help in the evnluation of
some of the risks now apporent in concensrating production on particuler
commodities. Thosc anelysecs could improve a country's chances of oricnving
the use of its sgriculturel rescurces in o direction more likely +to result in
maximum economic gains, by providing some knowledge of the relative strength
of the forces affecting international domond for the different commoditios.

In this comnecction, scveral tywvcs of studics and anclyses were discusscd.

(1) The Confercnce endorscd the curront studics and roporis by FAO on the
gurd ferm international cconomic and commodity situstions as of voluce
in their short torm planning.

(i) The Confercaco alsc notved that the process of cconomic development of
countrics in the region was bringing about changes in thoe composition
of their internotional trade in agricultural products, and rocommonded
that FAO should underteke a study of the pattern of these changes.

(iii) It .was observed that cach country in the region would be affaeted by
the development plens and policies of othor couniries in the roglon,
and reccommended that a continmiing assessment of these effects should be
undorteken by FLO, possibly in conjunction with ECAFE, These studies
may daclude the agricultural progress of Chinae, which affects the
international trade in apricultural commeditics produced in this region. Q/

(iv) The Conference also noted that developments in ather regions affected
the markets for cxport products of this region. In this connection the
Delcegoto of Japan commondod the forecast mode by the Beonomic Commission
for Eurcpoe of ‘“bho_<:“._er.1z_mc1’ in 1975 for sgricultural produsts in Weatorn
Burepe and Hortl imeriloo. Tho Conferonve requested that such Longp=term out-
look surveys be cxtended by .0, '

a/ The delogate of Koren stobed thot his Govornment reserved the right to

make thelr own interpretotion of this sentence.

[e))

ferd
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Furthermore, the Conference recommended that FAO, possibly in conjunction
with ECAFT; should undertake to evalunte the possible effects of the
Buropean Commen Market on future trends of demand for the agricultural
products of this resion.  This study should be broadened to include

the Burcpean Free Trode Arca if this scheme should maderialize.

(v) The Confercnce comncnded tie analyses presented to it of fthe long-term
demand prospects on internaticnal markets for the main agricultural
commodities of the region os of value in agricultural planning, and
recommended that such studics be contimied. In porticular, the
Conference endorscd the recommendation of the RCAFR/FAC Working Party
on agricultural planning thet PAO cxpands its cnalyses of the production
and markoting structurce of %he moin agricultural productes, including
their export prospecis, and of the underlying couses of price Ffluctuatiovns.

{(vi} . In view of thé offurts being made in many countries of the regicn to
encourage the growth of cooperatives, which could benefit producers and
consumers olike by roducing the often oxcessive trading marging taken
by middiemen, thoe Delegate of India obscrvod that it seemod a natural
developmens For céunirics to promotec internationnl trade on the bagig of
cooporative-to~ccoporative. It was noted, for cxample, that Indis had
recently insistod that supplics of chilliecs and cnions for export to

Ceylon be provided by cooperatives in India rathoer then by privatc Tirme.

The Conferonce recommcnded that FAQ underiake an oxamination of the

possibilitics of cxponding trade, and tho focilitics for countrics to

deal with cach other, ¢n a cooperative-to~cooporative basis.

Al

Cther measures to inprove vlonning for ooricultursl devolopment

The Conference olso excmined the broader 2snccts of ronlistic vlenning
for asricultural developnent, ond obderved that o nrent deol of werk on bbth

the fonetual hagis ond nethodolocy of o ricultursl plonning wag nocdad,

(i) Appraisal of rescurces avallable for developments The Conference stresscd
that agricultural plonning should be based or reliable dote regarding the
resourceos of a country including geography, populaticn, climate, lend and 2oils,
vegetation, hydrolegical conditions, ofbe., in other words all those factors
which might influence siguiflicantly the potontial use of lord. While ghort-term
planning rust, of course, be based on whatever information was nvailable, modium
and long-term planning should include, as an integral part, survoys %o lmprove
progresgively the information upon which future plonning would be based. Por
this rosson, a continuing rosources survey should be on intogral poart of any
long~term planning procodiiro.

It was noted that nreas in o couniry would diffor in regard to the basi
natural and humen rescurces availablo.  Broeodly one could think of undeveloped
arcas in whickh a pattorn of land usce hnd not yot appeared, and developod or
partially developed regions in which o pattern of land use wasg already ovidont.
The extent to which the potzern had boon established oxr the dogreo To which 1t
represcnted the best uge of rescurces would vary from arca to arca.

Tho necd for resourcces surveys.to provide a basis for agricultural

planning was evident in tho first case. In the sccond casc, therce might
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well he an equal nced, though this might not be so obvious, But without
further asscssment of resources and potentinls, agricultural planning in
partially developed arcas would be basced on the existing pattern of
developmoent which was n noritage from past efforts and had ovolved in the
abaence of full knowledge, Congequently it would rarcly ropresent the
best patterne.

In partinlly developed arcas, the assessment of present land uso
in relation to cxisting toechnical information would provide a measurc of
the gap botween present land use and the potentiality which existing technical
knowledge would indicate as bheing possible. Tt would also provide o basis for
determining in what ficlds further technical information was most urgently
required in order that the potentialities might be achiscved. It was algo
Impordant to examine the human resources of an arca in relotion to its
utilization of resources and its scope for achieving thoe potential land usc.
It was understood that somoe rolatively inexpensive and rapid technigques Ffor
conducting such resocurce surveys had been developed in fugtralia.

The Conference agreed that improving knowledge of +ho basiec agricultural
and human resources available for development wag ecsscntial to improve
agriculiural planning, and rccdmmonded to governments in the region that such
surveys be Undertaken on a continuing basis, as part of programs of agricultural
developmont, with help from FAO under the Expanded Technical Assistance Progrom
if a countxry =o dosired.

(ii) Nood of long term perspective planning for agricultural develonment:

The Conference obscrved that thore were shortcomings in the current gencral
practice of planning for agricultuie in periods of 3 to 5 yoars, sincc the ‘
process of changing cstablished patterns of agriocultural production significantly
was likely to roquire periods longor than this., Indecd there were cortain

crops, such as tea, rubber, coconuts, which tock several ycars between planting
and the start of production, and +thus could not be considered adequately by

such short-fterm ventures ag 3 to 5-year plans,

Consequently, the Conforence suggestod that planning for agriculturc
might well be undertakon over soveral concurrent periods of times

(a) A long~term agriculiural dovelopment plan of porhaps 15 to 20
years, gilving the very broad perspective to whicl agricultural production
ghould be oriented in o countbry.

(b) Within this gonoral long~torm framework, succcssive medium-torm
plang of perhaps 3 to § yoars might be Fformulated. Such medium—term plans could
define more specifically the prinecipal objoctives to be attained during the
plan period, and the ways and monns to be adopted. The Fofmulation of each
of these medium~term plans would be undertaken in the 1light of the results of
the previons plon.

(¢) Annual programs for implémentation.  Thosc might well de ticd
in with the annual budget of the country concerned, and would subdivide the
medivm~torm plan with respoot to time and also with reospoct to the differont
implementing levels, such as provincces and administrative sérvices. These
short—term plans, while formulated within the Framowork of %The medium~term
objectives, would be amended to take into account the rosults achicved to
date as well as developmenis in +the gencral cconomic situation, both within

the country ag woell ns on internaiional moarkets.
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(iii) Research Needed: The Conference noted -that the ECAFEZFAO Working Party on
agricultural planning stressed the importance of agriculbural research,and'obsérved
that much research was nceded in land planning and the development of now agricul-
tural crops and cropping patterns suitable to the circumstances of the region.

The Confcrence also noted that the improvement of agricultural
planning mequired better information on the quantitative coffcets on output
of various agricultural inputs such as fertilizers, improved 'sceds, improved
farming practiccs, ctc. Furthermorc, the effcets on production of changes
in agriculttral institutions werc of great importance, although very difficult
to evaluate. It was suggostod that an appraisal of the rcsults of previous
development plaons and programs would shed some light on thesce probleoms.
Surveys of capital formation in agriculture would also provide useful information.

The Confercnce stressed froguently the importance of human factors
in agricultural developmont, since increases in agricultural production could
result only from the efforte of the individual farmers. Consequently 1t was
important to have adequate information on their social and cconomic probloms.
Tho delegate of Japan observed that while agricultural planning had generally
concerned itself only with production, it was important also to deal with
problems of agricultural income and of agricultural cmploymente The delegate
of France obscrved that the evaluation of income prescntod special problems
in the casc of &ubsistonce farms which were widespread in ‘the region. In
this connection, the Conference recalled the recommendation made by the previous
Regional Conference that studics be made of the differont main crops and systems
of faming to determine farm cxponscs and incomes associated with these different
ocrops and cropping patierns, and related information rcgarding land tenure,
farm credit and marketing. It wag folt that such studics would provide much
valuable information on the cconomic returns from various typos off farming in
the region, as well as of the actual economic situation of Tarmers.

Schedule for future work in planning agricultural development,

The Confercence considercd that the work needed to improve the techniques
and moke agricultural planning in the region, realistic included colleciion of
the necessary basic data, the analysis of this data, as well as improvements in
the mothodology of planning. DBecouse this work covercd many different but
related filelds, the Conferonce recommended that these problems be dealt with on
a step~by~step basis.

There was First of all the need for the assgembling of bhasgic data
required for planning in the different countries, which could be undertaken by
the governments themselves, with assistance from FAO dochniclans if dosircds
Simulbaneously further analyses of certain international aspects of markets for
agricultural products should be undertaken by FAO, asg outlincd abovee

The Confercnce also noted that there were sevoral questions of
methodology upon which on oxchange of experience among countries would be
useful. As a noxt step, thervefore, the Confercnce recommonded that FA0,
possibly in conjurniction with BCLFE, convene a technical Working Party of
experts of the rogion, perhaps in the latter part of 1959, to examine certain
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agpeets of  toargot scetiing in agriculture. Theze would includo (1) methods
of forccasting domand for food and industrial raw matericls on domestic
and intomational markets, and the application of such forccusts in agricultural
plannings (ii) the nethods of projecting the course of apgricultural production,
including the methods of evaluoting the rosponse production might show to
arious changes in agriculfural inputss (iii) the means of considering in the
framework of planning the problens of agriculitural income and cmploymend,
ineluding problens of cvaluanting the income and consumpiion levels of
subsistence farmers; (iv) mothods of analyzing ond appraising the results
of provious agricultural development plans and programs with regard to such
matters as the volidity of the assunptions made, the cxtont to which the
objectives wore reasonable, the adeguacy of the datn used, and the methodology
employeds and (v) the role and content of long=-term plons for agricultural
development in rclation to short and medium~term plans,

The Conference rocommondod that, after the comploetion of the studics
and the meeting outlined above, FAO convene in the region o goneral meedlng
of eecononists, agriculturists and nutritionists, to integrate this information
into an outline or sct of principlce for realistic agricultural plannings
Thiz meeting should bo held proforably before the Fifth TAO Regional Copforence
for Asla and the Par BEast,

The Confercnce also noted that a Regional Béminar on Nutrition in
Food Poliey and Planning, recomponded in Chapter IIZI-C of this report, wae
goheduled to be held before that time and would ‘provide valuable iaformation
for the goneral mecting on agricvultural planning. The lattor meeting would
alsgo bo in a position vo nule recommendatichs on furthor activities and studics
by goverments and by FAO in agricultural planning.

Be Stabilizotion and Bupport Pelicies Far Asriculiural Prices and Incomes

It was rocalled that the previous Regional Conforonce had supported a
prevosal originally made by the Govornment of India thot o regional meeting be
arvanged on agricultural prices and costs and price support policles.

- The Conference was informed that the vroposed mecting had been held,
in the form of o Centre on Policlos o Support and Stabllise Agricultural
Tricog and Incomes in Asic and the Far Enst. The nmeeoting had taken placé in
Fow Delhi in March ~ April 1953, by courtesy of the Govermment of Indla, and
nad beon sponsored jointly by FA0 ond BCAFE., Copies of the report of tho
centre were made avallabic to membors of the Conference, Tho delegates of
Australia, Burma, Cambodic, Uoylon, France, India, Japan, Korea, Federation
of Malaya, ¥ow Zealund, Thoiland and the Unitcd States participated in a

.

discussion of its Lfindings.

Delegates oxprosscd aoprecinition of the Report, which was considered
to be accepbtable and uvecful. The Confercnce commendod ites reallstic approach
whieh, as the delegato of India pointed out, was cvident from several featurcs.
In the first plece, 1t recognised the cireoumstances of the reglon, particularly
the vpredominance and undor-~dcvelopmont of agriculbture and the general low
lovelg of income. Thus tho Repowrt odmitied that the objoctives of farm price
policies had to be zothoer limited, and the possibility of supporting agriculture
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by fixing farm prices at levels that could be maintaincd only by heavy
continuing subsidics from other scctors of +the economy was ruled outbe

The emphasis placed in the Report on price stabilisation rathor than price
support wag considered to be appropriate for this region., The elimination
of large fluctuations in agricultural prices, and particularly the postw—
harvest fall, was regarded by the Conference as an acceptable main objectivo
of policy in the »egion. BSuch an objective also had the praétical virtue of
recognising the need for protecting the intorests of the non-farm consumers
of the region -~ in wview of their low incomes ~ as well as the interests of
the producers. B

The Report was also considered to be realistic in taking account
of the importance of non-price mcasures for promoting agricultural production
and raising farm incomes. Many governments in the rogion allocated funds to
undertake land development; subsidize the use by farmérs of fortilizers,
improved scods and credit; promote ilmproved marketing, and change the
institutional gtructure by agrarian reforms in order to romove rostraints
and create incentives to greater efforts by farmers, The Conference rccognized
that measures of this kind, which raised the output and efficicncy of farming
and reduced costs of production and marketing, benefited both producers and
consumers. »Such measures woerc made all the more nccessary for producers by
the fact that emphasis had inevitably to be given in the Tormulation of price
policles to protecting the interosts of non-farm consumcrs. However, the
Confercence agreed that such measurcs wore a supplement to and not a substitute
for price stabilization or support policies.

A number of delegatcs endorsed the view expressed by the Centre that
it was not desirable to use a single formula in determining the levels at which
prices werc to be fixed, A single formula tended to be too rigid in practice,
gince a large number .of factors usually had to be taken into account. The
procedures proposed for this purposc in the Report could, in the view of the
delegate of Japan, be accepted in goeneral. However, the adoption of such
procedurcs would require the repular colleetion .of much morc precisc statistical
data on demand, prices and marketing than wore currently available in most
countrieg of the region.

Commenting on the method referred to in the Report of determining
price 1évéls in rclation to a moving average of past prices, the delegate of
Japan. stated that this method was rather backward-locking. In Japan,
agriciultural price policy was .an integral part of agricultural policy as a
whole, which was intended %o guide future development, 80 that other cconomic
and socidl Tactors also had +to be considered., These factors would vary for
different commoditics, so that an individual commodity approach had necessarily
to be adopted in determining price levels. This could result in fixed prices
having the character of price wsupports in.the case of some products and price
controls in the case of others. In this connection price stability, given
in the Report as the main objective to be sought, would have to be interpreted.
with some floxibility. Some coordination of the individual commodity approaches
to price fixing in Japan was now required, to ensure the proper inter-
relationship among the various cnterprises within the agficulbural sector, as
products affocted by price policics accounted for about two-thirds of the gross
agrioultural income in Japana
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The Report was also valued by the Conference Tor piving attention
to the practical difficulties of emsuring that a fixed producer price was
actually received by the Tarmers, Maony delegates referwed to these difficulties,
and described measurez being taken to overcome them. The delegate of the
Federation of Malaya, for inetance, stated that the guaranteed minimum price
scheme for paddy in his country was not satisfactory as a means of increasing
the incomes of paddy farmers booause it was not able to remove the oxploitation
of cultivators by middlemen. The "padi kuncha' system, under which paddy
farmers had to repay thelr debits 4o moneylender~traders ih kind at excessive
interest rates had led to chronic indebtedness of cultivators, leaving them
Littleo opportunity to sell their paddy at the minimum price. A new parketing
schemo based on cooperative societics was thorefore being introduced, The
cooperatives were being given a monopoly for the purchase of paddy and would
also be the channel through which scasonal advances to farmers would be made.
When such a scheme had been introduced in the north of Malaya the price of
paddy had immediately risen from ME13.20 to M14.80 per picule. Under a sinilaw
scheme in central Malaya' 27,000 {tons of paddy had been sold by cboperatives
from the 1957/58 harvest. Theso schomes were belng extended to other parts of
the country.

The delegate of Cambodio reported thet in his country also the rice
trade was in the hands of intermediaries, who advanced credlt to the farmers
at intercst rates exoeeding 100 pér cent, purchased the farmer's crop and sold
imported goods to Lim. At hervest time in January or February the farmers
nad o sell their paddy because they necded the money, and prices fell. Then
the price Fose in July and August to almest double the January level, and
gave profite to the traders. To dmprove this situation the Government was
interested in establishing a cooperative credit system for the sale of
requisites to farmers and the purchase of their crops. However, many
difficulties were being expeorienced, particularly competition from traders,
transport problems, storage of preduce, and shortage of funds,

The iraditional markeiing practiccs in other countrics including
Burma, Ceylon, India and Korea were reported te have had similar effects on
the efficacy of minimum or fixzod price policies for producors, and various
remedies were being triecd. In Burma the State Agricultural Marketing Board
had set up paddy buying stations throughout the countryside to which
cultivators had easy accesg for the sale of their paddy at the official price.
In Ceylon an attempt was being made by the Covernment to ensure that the middleman
444 not profit from price support schemes, by insisting that all purchases
by cooperative societies of crops for which priccs were guaranteed
fere made only from bonafide cultivators. TIn Korea the prices of paddy and
rice had now been freed, but sterage and credit facilitics were being provided
to fammers, with the aid of the now Agrieculiural Bank, s0 that they were
relicved of the neccssity o sell their crops for cash at harvest Time.
In this way it was hoped to eliminatc the previously large scaszonal fluctuations
in rice prices, and to ensurc that the cultivators received o fair prices
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The delegate of Ceylon sStated that fifteen crops were covercd by
the guaranteed price scheme in his country, with the main objectives of
stimulating production and ecouraging the adoption by farmcors of improved
practices. However, he reported a tendency for the bonefit of gupport prices
to be dissipated in the purchasc of luxuries by farmers. In an endeavour
to onsure that much of the benefit would be applied +to the improvement of
production, a system of paying part of the support pricc in cash and the
remainder in coupons valid for the purchase of fertilizors and other
agricultural requisites had been suggested,

There seemed to be general agreement with the conclusion of the
Centre that the food and agricultural prico policies of mos+t countries in
the region had in the past been strongly influenced by the intercsts of
CONSUMETE . While this was largely a reflection of oircumstances, it was
also true, as the delegate of India pointed out, that the urban consumers
were morc vocal than produccrs and any slight rise in price was likely to
rccoive more attontion than heavier price falls.

The Conferencc noted, however, that many countrics were becoming
more conscious of the difficultios that could arise in the absence of long
range price policies integrated with the over-all objectives of agricultural
development. More attention was boing given to finding suitable methods of
safeguarding the intercsts of consumers while avoiding pricc or other
digincentives to producers. : :

The Confercnce commented the Report of the Centre to the attontion
of Govermments in the region, and oxpressed approciation for the role of the
Govermment of India in acting as host to tho Contro. '

The Conforence mnotod the importance attached by the Centre to the
availlability of reliable data rclating to agricultural prices and other
relovant indicators for use in dotermining price levelsy and endorsed the
suggestion that this problom be reforred to the Confeorence of Asian
Statisticians. Tho participation of cconomists and administrators in
discussion of these matters was considered desirable by somec delegates, and
it was hoped that the Conference of Asian Statisticiang would bear this in
mind.

The Conference took hote of the continuing studics by FAO of
agricultural support measures. The mceting of the Expert Working Group on
Price Supports in Rome in Decomber, 1956 had given some attention to the
probloms of underdeveloped countries, but the Centre in Wow Delhi had been
the firgt group to concentrate on agricultural price and income support and
gtabilization policics in such countries. T4 was noted that similar moe%iggs
were to be held by PAO in other underdeveloped regions, and that a world-wlde
mecting of cxperts was proposed for April, 1959, to discuss thoe drawing up
of a sct of principles for agricultural support policics and the effect of
such policies on intoernational twades. The Confercnce endorsed such further
work by FAO in this ficld, :
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Ce DHNutrition in Relation to Food and Agricultural Policilcs

The Conforence discussed this subject mainly with a view to give
congldoration, with speclal reference- to Asia and the Par Last, to the
rocommendations of the 9th Scesion of the FAO Confercnce on the mattor.

The Rogional Conferonce agrecd that the need for Xeeping in viow the
objoctive of raising levels of autrition in the development of national
food and agricultural policiles was of particular importance to the region
gince most countrics were faccd with grave nutritional problems which
undermined the health and officicncy of thelr populations. T4 was also
agreed that the increasing offorts of many Governments to plan food and
agricultural development, as a part of their plans for ccononic development,
of fored enhanced opportunitios +to 1ink such policics withk +the aim of better
nubrition. » '

The Conference, therefore, strongly supported the rocomsendation
of thoe FAO Conferencs to Momber Governments to take due account of the
nutritional needs of tholr population in Jormulating md implomenting theilr
food policies and plans, tbaking into account not only looal production but
also forcign trade in foods.

The Confercnce agreed that, for this purpose, national nutrition
organigations provided with adequate auwthority and mecans o influence such
poliecies and plans should be cstablished whercver necegsary, Moreover, in
viow of the need for urgent progress in this conncetion, the Conference urged
all Member Governments in the rogicon to inform FAO as soon apg possible of the
steps taken to raise levels of nutrition and the progress achieved so that
the Director-General could ropont on thesc matiers to tho next regular scssion
of the FAO Confercnce, as requostod by the Ninth Session.

Most of the delegations present at the Confercnee roported in sone
detail on the nature of the main nuitritionsl problems in thoir countries and
the steps taken so far to raisc lovels of nutrition throuihy hottor food
policics and spocific programs for autritional improvemont. It was clear
from these statements that encouwraging though slow progress had béon achioved
already and that greater progross could be cxpected in the Futurc, :
notwithstanding +the serious extont of the nutritional prohloms which were
even likely to be aggravated by lncroasing pressure of population.

Although the nutritional problems and the progress achicved in
solving them varied to a considerablo extent from one country 1o another,
it appearcd that the role 'of nutrition in food policies wae rocoiving greater
atténtion thon ever before, Por instance, the delegasc of Jnpan reported
that the accont was now placed on reising the intake of proteins rather than
calorics in. tho now long-range d¢ccnomic plan Tor his country. The delegate
of India zeported that the first Five Year Plan of his country had necessarily
placed emphasgis on food grains in order to alleviate the guantitative deficiency
in the national diet but the accent in the sccond Five YTear Plan was on
supplomentary foods of higher nubritive valucs
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While some countries in the region had not yet recosmized these
Problems, it was ovident thot others were besinning to mive sorious attention
to them. Toxr instonce, the delerate of Ceylon submitted on interesting poper
on the influence of nutriticnal and economic Factors on the future vatterns
of hsian diets leading up to the thesis that Tubure patieras of diet,
especiolly Lfor countries like Ceylon, should be predominantly lacto=
vegetarian, The Conference consilered that such studies were veluable.

The Conforence then congidered the main obstacles and difficulties
met by various couniries in attnining desirvable nutritional objectives,
The foremost difficulty in wmost countries of the resion was that the levels
of income were generally too low to cnable the mass of the population,
especiclly the poorer scetions, to alford the zisht amounts of food of the
right quality, Thus, any lasting improvement in levels of nubtrition could
not be expected until the real income of tho people could be raised sub-~
stentiolly. HNevertheless, & good deal could be done to improve their
nutrition even pending o seneral raising of their levels of living., For
example, much could be done to teach people to meke better uvse of their
limited resources through education in nutrition ond home cconomics, This
would apply even more to further inereocse in their incomes since such
increases might not necessarily be reflected in better Tood consumption in
the nutritional sense.

The Conference, therefore, emphasized thot acny plan for improving
food consunption levels might prove to be futile in the absence of adequate
neasvres for the oducation of the consunmers in nutrition and home economics.

Anotheor obstacle was the lock of adeguate dnformation on available
fond supplies, their ubilization end distribution, Many cowntries in the
region had information on food supplies in gencral with o reasonable degree
of accurucy, but such date Aid not roveol the wide differcnces in the con-
sumption by various socio—econonmic groups of the population, Nor did they
provide infornntion in sufficlent detall to enoble adequate nutritional
appraisals, Since dictory survevs on representotive samples of the popul-
atlon were necesgary in order te obtoin such date, the Conference noted with
interest that ot presont Japan wos the only country in the resion to carvy
out dietary surveys reoularly on o national besis, althoursk a large number of
ad hoe surveys had been carried out in many countrics over o period ol years..
Since appropristc nutritional moasurcs for raising levels of nutrition could
Be suggested only on tae basis of an azsegsmont of the food consumption
levels of the people in relation to their nubtritional regquirements, the
Conferenca ursed Member Goverrnmen®ts to orgonize as soon as possible alequate
dictary suvrveys in their countries.

4L further obstacle in the application of the resulis of dietary suxr-—
veys and nutritioncl rescarch to the development of sownd food polic;es and
pronsrams had been the vpauveity of national nutrition organizantions which
could opncrate as o link Lebtween technical Dhedies, such as Nutrition
Tnstitutos or Donartments, end policy moking bodics. In spite of the
encouragoment oiven by Fa0 to establish such nuitrition orponizations, Profress
had been very slow in tho resion, The main rcason for this was that often
insufficient avthority and funds were ~iven to the orpenizations, cven where
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they existed, so that they were not in a position to influence national
policies and programs. Another reason had been the lack in some countrics
of trained nutrition workers to provide the nevessary leadership, Never-
theless, these difficulties could be and were being resolved in some
countries by determined povernmental action, For instance, there were now
active nutrition services and institutes in several countries, notably in
India, Indonesia, Japan and the Philippines, while some other countries
were about to cstablish them, e.g., the proposed food and nutrition
institute in Ceylon. '

Since the aim of orienting food policies towards better nutrition
would be surely facilitated by the cstablishment of appropriate nutrition
orpanizations, the Conference urged Member CGovernments to establish such
orpanizations or, where they existed already, to strengthen them with
recognized functions and authority as well as adequate funds and facilities.

Ag to the type of orpanization required, 1t should preferably in~-
clude authorities in health, nutrition, cconomics and agriculture, together
with administrators and consumers' representatives, but the precise arrange—
ments could differ from onc country to another in accordance with local
conditions, The essential aim was that they should be able to influence
the framing of national policies in the agricultural, economic and social
fields to take due account of nutritional concepts,

In this connection, the Conference emphasized that nutritional
factors alone could not be the determining factors in developing food
policies, which had to be adjusted to various agricultural, economic and
social factors, but they must not be ignored in reaching final decisions.
Another point of importance in this connection was that fully satisfactory
nutritional levels could not be attained at once or even in the immediate
future in the region, and therefore could be recached only in successive
gtages,

As these and other related technical issues, such as the relative
role of animal and vegetable foods in the diets of the region, needed to
bo clarified early from the nutritional angle on & regional basis for the
guidance of governments, the Conference rocommended that the Director-General
should convene as soon as possible, preferably not later than early 1960,
a regional seminar to consider various aspects of the problem df linking the
nutritional needs of the people with national policies and plans related
to food and agriculture. For this purposc, the seminar should bring together
nutrition workers specially concerned with the application of nutritional know-
ledpe to food policies, and those concorned with the development and execution
of national food policics and plans.

The Conference was pleased to note the generous offer of the delegate
of Ceylon to provide facilities for convening the Seminar in Ceylon and

requested the Director—General to take this offer into account in fixing
a sultable place and date. (See also Chapter ITT-A of this Report)o
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While neccssary action to raise levels of nutrition could be takon
only by governments thomselves, the Confercnce drew attention to the help
which FAO could pgive, ot thelr request, in orienting their food policies
towards the nutritional needs of their people. Such agsistonce could cover
the colloction of necessary data on averaps dicts of the people, as well
ag their nutritional assessmernt and application to the development of
appropriate policies and plang. The Cenference hoped that in giving 1ts
aasistance FAO would ralko tho fullest use of cxports hoving an intimate
knowledge of the reglon, preferably from within the region itself.

The Confercnce requested the Director-Geoneral to give greater
emphasis to the work of the Nultrition Division not only in the reglon, but
generally as well, cspecially in relation to Tood and agricultural policies,
in his proposals for tho Program of Work and Budget fox 1960/61,

Summary and Conclusions

Having reviowed the cncouraging though alow progress achleved in
various countrics in the resion in raising levels of nutrition through
gound food policies and plang, the Conference agreed that the relevant
recommendations of the 9th Session of the FAO Conference were of particular
importance to the region, and therefore, urged the member countries to talke
prompt action to implement them.

Moreover, the Reglonal Conference roguested the Dircetor-Gonerals

(a) to orgénizo a Regional Seminer on Hutrition in Food Policy and
Planning ot o suitable time and placc, proferably in early 1960,
toking into account the genervous offer of the Government of
Ceylon to provide host foecilities, and

(b) to give greater cmphasis to the work of the Nutrition Divigion,
cgpecially in relation to food and apricultural policies in the

resion and. in general in the program of work for 1960/61.

D, Problems of Détermining Priorities in Fishery Tevelopment Ploanning

The Conforence considercd some of the speeial problems arising in
current procroms desismed to bring about the more extonsive and intensive
oxploitation of fishery resources and enforsed the conclusion reached by
cerlior conferonces that the development of Fishery industries in the roglon
could be well justified on sound social and cconomic prownds, It was Tolt
ponerally that efforts to this end stould be intensified and coordinated &ng
that while some satisfoction could be derived from recent profress in certain
aress, there was considerable scope for more cffective acti?ﬂ, ?t RES
pointed out that the planning and cxecution of developmental action in a
congistent manner, so that individual activitiecs mutually supponrt cach other
to tho fullest possible extent, are rarticulerly Aifficult in the casce of
fishory development. The main roason for this woas found in the fact that
in most countries the fisheories form o small part of the national ceconomy
with which they arc closcly bound coonomically but without correspondingly
close orgenizational tics,
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Dopendence of Fisheries on other sectors of the economy

Several delepatcs referred to the small size of the fishery industries
in relation to the overall cconomy and to the resultant problems of planning.
It was recopnized that the development of fisheries, far from influencing
the pencral pattern and level of a country's economy, was heavily dependant
on the changes occurring in other scctors of the economy, especially, for
oxample changes in consumer incomes, purchasing habits and preferences, in
“the distribution of food products which is influenced in turn by the growth
of transport, storage and marketing facilitics, and changes in the aveilability
of technical and professgional skills which were generally in short supply.
Meany cases could he found where a well-concieved and strongly supported
fishery scheme had not succeeded Tor want of some essential contribution from
another sector of the economy e.g. cold storage and refrigerated transport,
Because of the small size of the fisheries and their remoteness from the
planning level, their special organizational and technical characteristics
were not generally well known outside the fishery secrvices, In a similar
situation, agricultural schemes were more likely to penerate, themselves,
sufficient pressure on the other economic sectors concerned and fto have
their needs made known at policy and planning level. In view of this close
inter~dependence between fisheriecs and the rest of the economy it was con-
cluded that the changes taking place or planned in a country's economy as &
whole were bound to determine what could or could not be achieved within
the field of fishery development.

Objectives of current fishery plans and programs in the region

Reference was made to special problems arising not only in the
execution of programs involving the development of fishery industries but
more fundamentally in determining policy objectives. It was often difficult
to do more than state rather long~term objectives for fishery programs such
as the improvement of nutrition, self sufficiency in food etc., which might
Justify a very wide range of different activities without affording much
guldance as to immediate priorities, At the implementation level, particularly
for exemploe in the improvement of fishermen's incomes and welfare, some
specific and shorter-run objectives might need to be recognized. The
objectives pursucd and problems encountered in the planning and implement—
ation of fishery programs covering a wide range of activities in various
countries were illustrated by reports made to the Conference by the
delegates of Australia, Burma, Ceylon, France, India, Japan, Korea, Laos,
Federation of Malaya, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand, Viet-Nam, the
United Kingdom and the United States,

While a number of general objectives were recognized in the majority
of the programs described, especially, the incrcase of animal protein supplies
and greater sclf sufficiency in food production, it was clear that among
the different countries there were many different combinations of factors to
be considered in the implementation stages. These related both to general
cconomic considerations such as shortage of investment capital and of foreign
exchange and to the special characteristics of the fishery industries and
of the natural rosources on which they are based,
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In one group of countries, e.q. in India, Federation of lMalaya, Pakistan,
Philippines, Viet~Nam and the United Kingdom terrvitories, much emphagis was
placed on the mechonizetion of traditional fighing equipment and methods and
on the more intensive exploitation of inland fisheries., Some were concerned
also with the irtroduction of modern lorger undts for the exploitation of
more distent offshore resources, e.g. India, Xorea, Pekistan and Prilippines,
The Conference recognized the Tundementsl imporionce of regearch, and in this
cornection several delesates referred to current sctivities intended to
discover the volume, comvosition and behaviour of merine and inlaond fisheries
which wore or could be of cconomic importance. In some casos, this need was
considered in relation to the danger of depleting intensively fishod coastal
TESoUrcos., ’

In the case of freshwater fisheries, attention wos drawn by various
tdelogations to the danger of digturbing the cocologlcal boalance by the intro-
duction of exotic species which may threaton the survival of valuable
indipenous species. MHany references weore nade to Tilapia mossambica which
had attracted widespread interest in view of ite conspicuously high rote of
reproduction and srowth, but which, while successful in some cases, had
proved to be o costly predator in others., In this connection, the Conference
was informed that FAO had constanily advocatbed a most cautious approach to
the introduction of exotic specios without on adeguate understanding of the
ccologlieal environment and, in the casge of Tilepisa, had been mainly concerned
with its introduction wunder controlled conditions as one of the simplest
neans of creating a new source of animal protein for inexperienced farmers,

Mention was made of the chronic poverty of fishermen &8s a severe
nandicap to development ond of the emersence of comnlex markebing problems
due to inadequate Tocilitices for storage and transport. Some special cases
vere mentioned like that of Laos, with no coastline, ond Austrelia whose
relatively small-scale fisheries hove been developed primarily in response
to the demand situetion in an economy already highly developed from the
standpoint of income and living standords, ‘

Hany refeorences wore made in the Conference to the outstanding achieve-
ments of Japen, now the world's leadin, producer of fish and, in this
connection, ceortain policy problems were described. These involved the
reconclliation of o number of separate objectives. TFor cxam»rle, the policy
of full cmployment and Ligher nutritioacl standards ploced emphagis on the
smaller scale coastal and scdentary fisberies which, however, must he puarded
aoadnst deploesion, 1o the pronotion of higber export carnings directed

emphasis towards the more highly capiitalized scctors of the industry.

With referonce to the region as o whole it was concluded that for
most countries o primory objective was the shecdy increasce of fish supplics
Tor domestic consumpition., This purpose could he fulfilled Ty development
along three main lincs, viz: improving the efficicney of traditional marine
fishing operations, mainly small-scele on? short-ronge in charactor; more
extensive and rational exploli g

viion of inlond woter resources in rivers,
end dn both ratural and artificially impounded wotersy the dntroduction

of much Zarger cxotic wnits and cquirnment for the explolitation of more
distant Qroﬁnds not vreviousgly fished, Hach of these hoad its own roqui;0~
monts making its own different dorands on limited rosources of personnel
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apd funds,. Similarly, within cach pattern of development, requirements
for immcdiate improvement of commercial operations must be reconciled with
the need for rescarch to provide o Teliable hasis of knowledre on which to
plan activities,

Strengthening and Coordination of Government Services

The ftheme of discussions in earlier Conforences and especially the
recommendation of the Third A0 Resional Conference for Asia and the Far
Fast was reflected in rveferences by many delepations to the weakness of
government figheries services, and to recent eiTorts to strengthen these
by increases in staff and greater training facilities.

Among the cxamples cited »y various delegations which typified the
various means by which povernments were seeking to repalr this deficiency
were the 130% increase in the junior cadre of the fisheries services in
Malaya, the provision of extra staff ond of extended facilities for
training them under the Second Five Year Plon in India, and the creation
of a new fisheries service in Burma, In this conncction, many delegates
referred to the incroased advantage wlhich wos being token of facilities
for training wnder the internoiional ald proproms of Colombo Plan, ICA and
FAO, Generally speaking, however, it was consicered that the acutbe
ghortage of trained personnel was 8till 2 major problem, especially in o
number of countries in the region where fisheries services wers only
nuclear as yet and where development prosreams were in a very early stape
of evolution.

With regard to coordination of planning scveral delepates mentioned
provision for Ffisheries development which had heen made as part of the
gencral plan of development, and in some countries e.g. in Japen and Indla,
arrangements for inter~deportmental consultation were well in hand., However,
it was considered that in rsencral there wos a cousiderable need for closer
collaboration between plonning authorities ond the fishorics services., In
this cornection, the delegates of Augtralia and the United States referred
to the inexpericince of fisheries deoporitments penerally in the field of
economic investigation and planning, and to the importonce of ensuring that
the speclal problems and opportunitics in fisheries should be fully wnder—
stood at the policy ond plonning level.

Conclugion

The Conference conciuded that in relation to the problems discussed
above, one useful ont prectical step Torward might take the form of
serninore conducted cither ot notional Level or omong small groups of
countries having common problems. Such sominarg should comprise roprescnt-
atives of the wverious authoritics concorned Airectly or indirvectly with
fisheries dovelopment Loth in the fisherics sorvices themsclves and in $he
general planning and administrative Cepartments, Tt was considered thatb
such special arransements for the joint cxarination of wreoblems misht
offer an opportunity to rendecr velusble suidonce to the fisherios depari-
ments provide for o more informed review of fisheries problems and plans
and the problems at the jencral policy level. Thre Confercnce welcomed any
any assistance which FAO might be able to provide in this connection.
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E, Evaluation of Agrarian Reform

Well before this item came up for discussion, delegates from a number
of countries hod mentioned land roforms asg an important requisite for ex~
panding production, raising rural living standards, and accelerating economic
development. The Conferenco was fully awarce of the fact that in order to
unleash the lafent energies and capacitics of the masses of farmers, it was
necessary to provide for tenure conditions which would motivate the cultiv—
ators to producc more, and cnable them to advance economically and socially,
Farmers would not be keen on producing morc efficlently; on conserving the
land, on adopting better tochniques, if the rowards of their offorts went
to landlords, middlemen, money lenders or state taxes.

It was recognized that agrarian reforms included a rreat variety ot
measures, applicable in various degrees in differcnt areas, The most
important oneg were redistribution of land owmnership to cultivators,
Jdmprovement of tenancy, especially reparding security on the lands control
of rents; consolidation of fragmented holdingss well balanced form settle—
ment prograns,; and under certain conditions various forms of group or cooper—
ative farming. These improvements in the agrarian structure must be com~
blemented by appropriate provisions for credit, cooperative and cxtonsion
services, and effecctive local administration,

The previous Repgional Confercnce in Bandung (1956) had emphasized
the need for studies and for more comprchensive programs in agrarian reforms.,
The roports of the delegates at the present Conference showed that several
countries had made progress in sorutinizing their agrarian programs and
studying the effectivencss of their implementation. There was a general
realization that much remained to be dons along these linecs.

Delegates of Australia, Burma, Ceylon, France, India, Japan, Korea,
Laog, Malaya, and the Philippines participated in the discussion and
sontributed many valuablc observations and experiences. The main issucs
raiged during the discussion may be summarized as followss

Activities in Aprarian Reform

A11 countries roprosented at the Conference had passed some legislatio
or institubted some prosrams desisned to improve the arsrarian structure. :
Interest was expressed in developing more systematic programs and in placing
particular cmphasis upon the implementation of such programs and in !
providing more cffective administration of lond tenure improvement measurces.
Frequent references werc made to the forthcoming Regmional Development Centre
on Land Settlement Policics and Problems to be held in Ceylon in November,
under the sponsorship of the Government of Ceylon, FAO, UN and the World
Veterans Foderation. The dclesatc of Ceylon extended an invitation to the
other delepates to attend this Centre, which was to be preceded by o
Regional Study Tour orpanized by the UN and the World Veberans Federation.
Participants in the Study tour would attend the Ceylon Centre and contribute
their experiences to thoe discussion. -
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Need for Tvaluation of Land Reform lMeasures

Much intercst was expressed in making studies of the efficacy of
implementation of land reform measures and of thelir effect upon production,
living standards and capital formation in agriculture., The delegate of
India referred to a report prepared by & joint India~FAO team of specialists
dealing with various methods or organizing and corrying out such studies.
This report was to be issucd by the Indion Government in the near fulure
and should be of direct intorest to other countries in the Region. Several
other countrics hoped that FAO would render assistance in such studies.

Problems of Ront Control

Great stress was laid upon the need for reducing the prevailing level
of rents and of shifting from a share rent to a cash rent basis. Many
difficulties were pointed out in implementing such rent control measures,
but therc was peneral agreement that something must be done along thesse
lines in order to motivate farmers to produce more and to stimulate capiteal
Tormation and raise incomes on farms., Since the redistribution of land owner-
ship to cultivators was politically or constitutionally not feasible in many
areas at this time, the control of the amount and the kind of rent payments
wag considered of Prime importance in such arcas as an cssential measure
of agrarien reform. Sccurity of tenants on the land was also an important
issue. Recently Ceylon throush its paddy Lands Act just enacted, Malaya, and
the Philippines had made special efforts to improve tenancy conditions.

Proprams in Land Scttlement

Several countries reported increasing acctivities in the settlement
of new land being opened and developed Tor agriculture. During the last
10 or 15 years, there had been sporadic scttlement without appropriate project
planning, surveying and ncccssary cuidonce and assistance to the settler
families. This had resulted in waste of land, capital and labor and caused
disappointment and frustration on the nart of many scttlers. The need for
systematic surveying of the land and water resources, and for the planning
of settlement projects was fully recognized, Here, again, interest in FAO
agsistance was expressed by a number of delopates,

General Conclusions and Recommendations

The Conforcnce was animous in assipgning basic importance to the
improvement of the agrarian structure by various lond reform measurcs adapted
to the differcent conditions in the various countriecs and arcas., It noted
with approval that the Tconomic and Social Council of the United Nations atb
its spring session in 1957 had passed o resolubtion that "Governments wndor-
take specific studics of implementation of land reform measurcs and their im—
pact on production, living standards and cconomic and social development,

The Conference asked FAO to render assistance in the desisn and interpretation
of such studies and to facilitate the interchange of cxperiences among the
member countries of the region.,
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Attention was drawn to the special need in many countries for
improving the implementation and administration of land roform measures at
the local level. IMany cascs were reported where well intentioned laws had
failed to become offcctive and to bring to farmers the cxpected practical
benefits,

The Conference cmphasized the need for four major lines of activitics
in the field of agrarian roform which scemed to loom large in importance in
many countrics of the reglon:

(1) the control of sharc division, tho amount and kind of rent and
the security of tenants on the lands

(ii) the competent planning end organization of settlement projects,
including modern surveys of soil and water rcsources, establish-
ment of economic farm sizes and good tenure systems permitting
sebtlors to improve their production methods and living standards;

(1ii) +the complomenting of land reform measures with such essential
institutional scrvices as superviscd credit, cooperatives and
extension advice and educationi and '

(iv) sociological and land use studies in thosc areas where more
orthodox forms of agrarian referm do not yet apply in order to
determine what kind of agrarian rcform may be practicable and
desirablo, ' ’

P, Organization of Asricultural Education and Bxtension
Services Adapted to Local Conditions

The Conference noted that arricultural education and extension services
which arc essential to agricultural development, had been discussed to a
varyinge extent in all of the past three FAO repional conferences. The
discussions at these Confercnces were summarized as followss

Tn the First Conference held in Singapore in 1949, it was recommended
that member covernments make more adequate budgetory and personnel
provision for the further development of their extension services,
and that oxtonsion teaching materials and methods be interchanged.

In the Second Conferencc held in India in 1953, it was stressed that
the most scrious hindrance to agricultural development in the region
was the shortage of trained personncl at all levels, particularly
the farm level, '

Tn the Third Conference hold in Indoncsia in 1956, it woas recommonded
that membexr governments strengthen their agricultural services so
that the cause of community development could be better served.

The Conforcnce discussed how fthese services could Dbe adapted to local
conditions and ncods, with a view to increasing their efficicnecy and useful=—

ness.
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Tn his statement to the Conference, the Director-Coneral of FAD had
called attention bto the importance of extension work and personnel training,
particularly in this region., He reminded the Conference that "Whatever im-
proved varieties or improved methods are developed by sclentists, they are
of no value unlegs adopted or practisged by farmers’,

Asricultural Extension Scrvices

The Conference noted with appreciation the activities undertaken
by FAO to promote the further development of oxtension services in the
region, These included: '

(i) The Agriculiural Bxtension Development Centre for Asia and
the Far Fast, keld in Bhopal, India, in 1955, Several recommends-
ations werc made and had served as o guide Tor the work of FAO
in the region,

(ii) Publicotion of "Extension in Asia', = semi-annual publication
for the exchange of cxtension teaching materials and methods,
a8 recommended by the First FAO Repgional Conference in 1949,

(iii) The Apricultural Bxtension Study Tour for Asia and the Fax
Bagt., This study tour visited Japan, the Philippines and
India for o total of six weeks in 1957, for the purpose of making
a comparative study of extension work in these countries.

(iv) The Asricultural Bxtension Training Centre for Asia and the
Far Dast, Thig training centre was conducted 2t the Tniversity
of the Philippines College of Agriculture-at Los Banos for six
weeks in April and May 1958,  The purposec was to train extension
teachoers o that thoy could conduct notional training proframs
in their own countrics for field lovel workers under local
conditions.

During the discussion, all delogates expresscd their agreement with
the findings of the Apricultural Bxtension Study Tour group for Asia and
the Far Bast ag sot out in the Seorstariat backprownd peper (FERC 58/10).
These were fiven as gulding principles for oxtension development in the
rogion. The delegate of the United Stotes made the following additional
suggestions for the success of extension work: (&) There must be continulty
and stability in extonsion scrvices in order to achieve thelr objectives.
The extension sorvice should be so orcanized &3 fto be free from political
interference in the employment of personncl ond in the development of progrong
for rural imdrovement, (b) There must be provision for the continuous
inservice training of cxtension workers to keep them abreast of social and
tecnnological developments, (c) The extonsion gervice should stimulate
local participation and develop local leadershin, (4) Extension workers
must develop professional integrity and the spirit of service in order to
gain the confidence of the farm population.
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. +"111@ uc}egata of ?hu United Stotes also suggested giving greater
attention to improvement of local merketing and storane facilities, improvo-
ment of quality through more efficient hervesting and processing, and to
the provision of credit facilities,

The delegate of Indian stated thot in determining the most appropriate
extension organization for a country the important considerations o be kept
in view werce (a) gocialy, cultural and economic conditions of the peoples ‘
(b) extent of literacy: (c) vesources of the country; (d) availability of
trained personnels (e{ adeguacy of research work to fully back up extension
programs, He furthor emphasized the importance of integrated approach to
rural problems, rather than dealing with thesm individually., He also pointed
out that the active participation of the people was importent for the success
of any extension program.

The CGovernment of India, on the bhazsig of the expericnce goined from
rural reconstruction work done in earlier years and from the ;prow~more~food
campaign, had considered the community development program as the best
approach for the solution of rural problems,

The delegate of the United Kingdom mentioned that formers were not
necogsarily conscrvative but very cauvtious, By following the traditional
methods of forming, they knew what harvest they could obtein. They would
not adopt & new method unless they were sure fthat the resulte would be
profitable. He added +that extension workers should not advocate new
practices unless their value had been clearly proved, by research and
practical application,

and Toarmers' sons for training as extension workers, As they were familiar
with local conditions and customs, they could casily gain the coniidence of
the local peoplie. The delegate of Pokistan referred to the compearatively
low. salaries for extension workers, which often prevented many able persons
from joining the service to work at the villase level.

The delesate of Ironce stressed the importance of recruiting farmers

From the cowntry reports given by the various delegates, it became
apparent that sone membor governmonts had laotely rcorganized ond expanded
their agricultural extension services, to include work among farmers, ,
farmers' wives ond rursl youth, while othoras, like India, had carried out
agricultural extension work as o part of an inteprated approach in the form
of community develepment. Other countrics were just meking a start in
apricultural extonsion work.

The Conforcnce concluded thal oxtension, og an out—oi-school
eduction for farming pecople, must begin from vhere they were and stord
with what they had. Since conditions vericd from country to country,
even from arca to srea in the sams country, extension work nust be organized
to sult local socisl and economic conditions, There was no single organiz=
ational pattern applicable to all countries,
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Aceicultural Education

As regards egricultural education, the Second Reglonal Uonference
held in India in 1953, had concluded that the shortage of trained personncl
at all levels wos the grestest bindgence to the agricultural development in

the region, as mentioned above, This still held true in the reslon today.

The Conference noted that asricultural cducation in tho region had
Deen and, in many camesy still was too academic., The Confercnce noted, how-
over, that thore were cases in the reglon where congiderable improvement in
agricultural cducation had been made in recont years, The following examples
wele givens »

The University of the Philippines College of Agriculture at Los
Banos had pood cooperation with the Department of Apriculture and Natural
Rogources in arricultural research ond extension training. The college
nrofessors were now in charge of o combined program of rice and corn
improvement for the cowntry and of personnel training for tho Bureou of
Agricultural Exteonsion, thus linking instruction with roscarch end extension.
This kind of collaboration would definitely meke the college instruction
more effcctive, because the students as well as the professors would have
chances to participate in rescarch and extengion activitles.

Good cooperation also existed between the Ministrics of Agriculture
and Foreatry and of Bducaition in Jupan, wherchy some twenty agricultural -
schools had become contres of agricultural extension ot the village level,
Agricultural extension workers were sintioned in these schools, assisting
in %he training of 4he students in exbtension sctivities, in addition to their
regular extonsion duties, If this cooperation »roved successful, it would
be expanded on a much largoer scale,

Ferm yvouth training in Japan was noted o8 unigue. At present there
wore 56 farm youth training instiitutes in the couvntry, admitting both boys
and oirls after completing compulsory education, The institubte was a two
vear coursc and fthe tralning was very practionl.

The Goverament of India hed recently orpenized a council of
Apricultural Bducation wader the Indian Council of Agriculitural Research,
wibth the responsibility of bringlug about o wniform stendard among all
collepes of agriculture in the country. Severcsl agricultural colleges in
India had lately cotoblished extension wings Tor the training of extension
workeors and taken chorge of a few community dovelopment blocks for studont
rractice,

The Conforcnce consldered that the heat way to adapt agricultural
educetion to locol conditions and necds was Tor agricultural training
ingtitutions to Le associsted wiith sporioultural research ond cxiengion
activities, ’
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Reocommendations and sugmestions

The Conforence rccommended that FAO undertake a survey of agriculiural
education in all countriocs of the region, including higher and secondary
cducation in agriculturc, toaching of agriculitural subjects in elementery
schools particularly in rural areas, and formers' courses: and that a rmeport
of the survey be made available to the Conference for discussion at its 1960
session., With this factucl informotion avoilable, the countries would be in
a better position to decide how to improve their agricultural education,
either individually or cooneratively.

The Conforcnce further zecommendod that a similar survey be made
of agricultural oxtension in - the repion by FAO as o basis for discussion at
the noxt Repional Conference. It was hoped that information on failures
as well as successes could be included in the survey.

The delegate of Viet-NWom sugnested that the activitles of the

L

farmers! associotions of the Republic of China should be included.

The delegaté of India supnested thot FAO explore the possibilitiocs of
continuing and extonding the farm youth exchonse programs, particulariy among
comntries of the ropion, This was supported the delogate of the Philippines.

The Gonfercnce, in expressing its appreeciation to FAO for the
excellent work it had donc in the field of extension, recommended that the
publication of "Extension in Asia'" he continuved and that further national
and regional extension training centres be held,

The Confeorence noted with approcintion the financial cssistonce
grantod to FAO by the Council on Beonomic and Cultural Affairs, Inc.,
New York, which had helped to make possible the 1953 regional extension
troining contre held at Los Banos.
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Chapter IV

CSPECIFIC, LCTIVITIES REQUIRING CONFERNCE
" GUIDANCE OR GOVERNMENT ACTION

L. International Rice Commission

The Confercnce took note that the Sixth Scssion of the Intcrnational
Rice Commission had been hold in Tokyo, at the kind invitation of the
Government of Japan, just beforc the present Confercnce convencd, so that
gome members of the delegations at the Confercnce had partipated in the
Commission meceting. also.

The Conference noted that the Sixth Session of the Commission had
rovicwed and commended the work already accomplished, particularly since
the Fifth Session of the Commigsion and that the Commission had given speeial
attontion to, and reached agreement recgarding organizational questions and
plans for its future activities and those of its subsidiary bodies.

The Conference agrecd with the conclusion of the Commission that its
Working Parties should be rcconstitued so that the Commission in the future
would have the following threc technical working partiess '

Working Party on Rice Production and Protcction.

Working Party on Rice Soils, Water ond Fertilizoer Practices.
- Working Party on hgricultural Engincering hspccts of Rice Produotion,
Storage and Processing. '

The Conference noted that when necessary for purposcs of more intensive
investigation, special study groups could be orgonized within the Working
Partiocs. '

In connection with the activities of the Working Party on Rice
Production and Protection the delegate of Ceylon omphasized the need for
testing intermediates between joponica and indica varicties for roesponsse
to foritilizer boefore using them for crosses with indico varictics in
breeding programs. This was necessary becausc of ovidence that some
intermedintes were less responsive to fertiliger thean many indica varieties,

The Confercnce endorsed the proposals of the Commission regarding
arrangements for future meetings as outlined below,

Commission Sessionss As a normal practice, the future sessions of the
Commission would be held just prior to the FAO Regional Conference for
Asia and the For Bast and at the some placc, but this did not mean that
the Commission would lose its identity or would be in any way subordinate
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to the Regional Conference. The plans for any single futurce session could
be varied from the above practice should the Dirvecior Gemeoral decide in
the light of the prevailing circumstaonces thot this was desirable or
NCCEBHOTY «

Working Party Mectingss The froguoncy of mectings of the Vorking Partics
would depend on the nced in cach cose. Gencrally, thoy would meet at two
year intervals, either individuelly or with two combincd., A% times one
or morc . of the Working Partics might also mcet in conjunction with a

cesion of the Commission itself. Alternatively, whon the circumstonces
parmLttud, all threv of the Working Partics might mcet ot the one time,
In the light of the above the dotailed arrengements for the combined mectings
would have to be worked out in eoch instance depending on the circumstances

In orgonizing mecetings ond discussions, the Scerctariat will bear
in mind the Commission's wish that cvery effort be made to integrate the
work of rescarch workers in differcnt sclentific fields.

The Confirence considercd the proposal mode by the Commission for
creating an Intornational Rice Institute possibly with affiliated reogionoal
lﬂboratorlce and noted with uppruclﬂtﬁon that the dulegate of the Philippines

ad offercd for facilitivs %o be made avoailoble for this purposs by the
Govurnmont of the Philippines.

The Confurcncu recognized that {incncial oa well as constitutional
and legol questions would have to be considored hefore attempting to
ostablish ond maintoin on o long torm basis such on internntional institute.
It wos pointed out thot it would be cssenticl for o number of governments
to toke on definite additional finoncial obligations in order for this
proposal. to become o roality., Sowmo delegates incicated that they were
unable to offer any assuronce of fln“ncnml support from thoir govermacents.

Some delegotes emphasizcd the noed cnd toehnical justification for
such on undertaking and cxpressed the hope that spocial funds might be
obtoinced for this purposc from onc or more of the large foundations or from
ginilar sources. The hope was also cxpressed thot some of the nccessary funds
could be assurcd by prov¢ sion for this in the future FAO rogular program of
work ond budget,

The Conference recomucnded tha’ this proposal be given cdditional
and active consideration by nembor nations and by FAO with o view to finding
ways and means whoreby the Insiitute wight be cstablished ond maintained,

The Confercnce, whilc discuscing not only the Internoational Rice
Commission but also other items on the sgenda, recognized the importoncs of
the work on ricu enviscged by the commission for the futvre and stressed
the nced for continuing support both by PAO and by member nations of the
Conmission,
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B. Improving Farm Management in Rice Producing Areos

The Confercnce notud that the plans for developing agriculture, drowm
up by governments and plonning boards, had no lifu until they become
implomented and cffective ot the leeal level, in villages and on farms,

Farm monagemont was the science througk which all recommendations for
botter sceds, vse of fertilizer, livestock improvement, better labor and
machinery use, were vitaliged by finding thelr concrete local application
on forms, by the farmers who till the soil ond tend the livestock. It
was thoe farmer who wust mancge his lond, lobor ond capital resourcos,
must organise and use them in such combinotions as would yicld him the
begt dncome posgible.

The Conference recognized the nced for greater cmphasis on farm
management research and extension ond noted with appreciation the work
done. in this ficld by scveral of the countries, especially Japan and
India, and Dby the FAO, Delogotes of Indic, Japan, Korea, Thailand,

United Kingdom and Unitcd States of Lmerico partecipated in the discussion.

Form Monangement Work in the Region

Fregquent refercnces were made to the Regional Development Centres
on Farm Management organized by FAO in Tokyo in 1956 end Wew Delhi in
1957 which had proved very wvaluable and useful. It woas noted that similar
centres were being preparcd in Viebd-Nom for October~November 1958, and in
Thailand for thoe early part of 1959.  The delegate of Thailand invited the
othor delegates to attend the Bongkok Contre in 1959.

The Confercnce noted that the International Rice Commission in 1954
had called for farm monogement studics to improve labor efficicncy ond
use of bettoer mochinery and cguipment on rice forms. fAn Ld Joo Vorking
COrouyp was appointed and had produced o very voluable report which wos
submitted to the Internationnl Rice Commission in 1956,

It wos noted thot FAO, with the finnncinl nssistonce of the Council
on Beonomic and Cultural Affairs, Inc., New York, had engaged o farm
management specialist to devote full-time to this problem in the region,
He had contoacted rescarch and exbtonsion workers in most of the member
countries, consulted with them on various form nmonagement projects, and
taken the main responsibility for orgonising the Development Cenitres on
Form Menagement. Ho had also started o Farm Monogement Newslettor going
to all participants of the Centres ond other intercsted persons. Preporations
were being made by FAC for issuing o series of monographs on farm
managenent problems  and practices of farmers in the major rice producing
arcas of tho region.

A number of countries had started to develop work in farm monagement
resgearch and extension. The delegates of Japan and India particularly
reported notable progress in this ficld and expreesed thelr convietion
concerning the usefulness of such work., It wasg rccognized that progress
would be slow, particulorly in arcas where most farmers were illiterate
and lived in o highly traditional subsistounce type of agriculture., It
wos pointed out thot in arcas of very primitive agriculture, such as
ghifting cultivation, the applicati n of farm monagoment studies would
boe premature. It was considercd, however, that in other areas such work
should be developed as rapidly as possible in order to accelerate the
adoption of more efficiont production wethods,
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The Conference supported the reccommendations made by the Farm
Menagement Centres and the Ad Hoe Working Group of the International
Ricc Commission, which were summoarized as followss

(i) National Farm Managemcnt Training Centres or courscs should be

orgonized by member governments in the region, with the help of PAO to
train field workers for the farm monagemen®t aspects of the various nwtlonal
development projects in such fields as agrarian reform, land settlement,
irrigation and drainage, afforcstation on farms, soil conservation,
community development and agricultural extension. It was suggested that,
in addition, the regionol farm monagement centres should continue for the
next few years, in order that scnior officials and professional workers
could discuss methods and organization for the development of farm:
monagement programs in the different countries.

(ii) A Regional Working Committee on Farm Management should be
established to keep continuous contact and exchange information and ideas.
This committee would assist in coordinating rcesearch projects on farm
management problems in the region. It was suggested that each country
appoint onc or tro form moanagement specialists to participate in the
committee.

(i1ii) Pilot or demonstration projects by member governments should
be established in a few strategic areas in the respective countries to
demonstrate the techniques and advantages of farm monagement research, .
teaching, and extension,

(iv) The services of a farm monagement specialist to work in the
region should be continued, and his headquarters should be located in the
region rather than in Rome in order to facilitate closer contact with the
member countries in the reglon,

Ce World Seed Campaign

The Conference notced the decisions token by the Ninth Session of the
FAO Conference to launch o World Seed Campaign which is to culminate in the
designation by the Tenth Session of the FAO Confercnce of a World Seed Year,
probably in 1960 or 1961,

There was full rocognition of the most important role which improved
and well adapted sced could play in agricultural and forestry development.
A1l countries in the rcgion were operating programs for breeding,
multiplication and distribution of seed of improved varictics of various
crops, - These programs, however,; could be intensilfied in many instances,
and new-activitics might b%ve to be undertaken if the development of
amrloulturo and forestry was to kecp up with the growing demand,

. The Confcrence tberofore fully supported the concept of a World
Sceed Campaign. It realised that the scope and intensity of the Campaign
would depend lorgely on the initiative and activity of the coumtries
individually or cooperatively, while FAO's task remained one of goencral
coordination for exchange of ideas, suggestions and expericnce.
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Tho work done by FAC so for in this conncotion was commended and
the Conforence reuucstod that it be intunsified os the Compaign goined
momentum. During the discussion it became clear that many countries
had alroay started work to support the Compalgn or wore planning to do
so shortly. Tn this conncction the Coafervnce cxprousscd its apprecilation
for the suggestion of the Dircctor-Genural of FAO that countrics consider
the cstablishment of Notional Seced Campaign Committecs which should be
cntrusicd with the tnsk of coordinating the Campaign or alternatively
that this task be assigned to an oxisting nationnl committes concorned
with sced improvement.

Some dolegates whilst recognising that the guide for Planning
Wational hctivities issucd by the Director-Goneral conteincd suggestions
from which the individual countrics could choose thosce of special interost
to them, nevcecrtheless Telt that the ficld covered was too comprehensive
for meost countrics in the region, which might result in too many dispersed
efforts in individual countrics. Thoey considoercd thet the work of tho
National Comuititoes would have the groatest chance of success if they
concentroated tholr activitics on a fow projects of major importance such
as for instance seed multiplication and distribution.

Doubts were expressed rognrding the possibility of starting o project
for coconut secd proCuction in connection with the Seed Camnpaign., There
were no improved verietics existing in the region ond the selsction of
high=producing palms for sced-nuts would give ne guarantee for good results
since such selccetion wonld not have on adequote gonctic base. :

The delogates of India, Japan, the United Wingdom ond the United
o S, .8 o - 3 K - bl 1 s 3 3
Stotes mentioned the important role of plont exploration ond introduction
for crop improvement worlk.

They recognizmed however thot plant introduction projects particularly
required great coution in implementetion. A first requircment for such
work would bo the cstoblishment of well orgenizmed plant introduction
centres in various countiies. The doleugote of the United Kingdom mentioned
the existence of such o contre ot Piji, while the delegate of Japan informed
the Conferencs of the estoblishment, with assistance of the United States,
of a plant introduection centre in his country, the services of which could
be made available to other countries in the region. The Confeércnce desired
that FAO give more attention to plant introduction cnd cxploration work.

The Confercence roted with satisfaction the offers mode Dy some
delegates including thosc of Australin and the United States, on behalf
of their countrics to assist others in crop improvement work by malcing
avellable to them educationsl material and/or troining facilifties for
technical staff, a ' )

[a 351 s ~ o <R P R TV o * - el >
pvince rice wes of paramount importance in the region the Conforcence

axpected thot the nntional rice improvement vrograms would receive spscial
attention in connection with the World Suved Campaign.
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One of the difficultics which many countrics cncountered in their
gsced multiplication and distribution programs for rice was that there
were too many local varietics in existonce. The Confercnce suggesied
that the International Rice Commission through its Vorking Party on Rice
Production and Protection might consider as its contribution to the
World Sced Campaign, the sctting up, of o study group to look into this
guestion with a view to meking roecommondations rogording the wiys and
means to reduce the number of local varictics for use in the seed
multiplication ond distribution programs,

Wrile recognizing that wmost countries in Asia and the Far East
have progroms for breeding, multiplication and distribution of improved
sced, the Confercnce considercd thot sced testing and cortification had
not reccived sufficient attention. Most countrics in the region locked
the trained staff and facilities for sced testing ond certification. The
Confercnce considercd that training abroad under fellowships would be a
good way to increasc their technical compotences. It suggested that
countries might bear this in mind in planning their 1960 ETAP~Country
program requests, ‘

In additicn the Conference requosted the Director—-Gencral to
orgonise o Regional Training Centre for Secd Testing ond Certification
in 1960 under the Exponded Technical Assistance Program,

D. Uerld Census .f Agriculture

The Confercnce emphasized the importance of agricultural censuses
for countries in the region in view of the predominantly agricultural
nature of their cconomies ond the lack of reliable agricultural statistics
As most of the countries in the region had ocmbarked upon long-term
agricultural development plans, .the Conferunce considered that these
censuses werce essential in order to enable the countries to build up
rcealiste targets of production for homogencous arcas within countries for
purposes of effective implementation.

-

The volue of agricultural ccnsuses for regional development planning
would be increased if the censusces could be drawn up according to a regional
program . The Conference thercfore noted with approval the plans for
preparing a regional census program ot the forthcoming Sccond Session of
the Conference of Asion Btatisticians,

The Conference noted with satisfaction that most countries in the
region had already taken concrote steps, including budget allocations,
preparation of census legislation, and appointment of senior officials,
for the taking of their agricultural censuscs in or around 1960,

The Confersence noted the plans preparcd by FAO for promoting the
1960 world agricultural census in the region. A number of delecgates,
whilo exprossing the willingness of their countries tc participate in the
census, referred to some of the main difficultics in carrying out the
plans, These difficulties were mainlys (a) +the large expenditure
involveds (b) lack of traincd personnel; and (c) lack of specialists
and facilitics for tabulation, :
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The Confercnce noted, however, that the use of sampling methods
could bring the cunsus within the reoch of meny countries in the roglon
Tt recognized thai, a8 distinet from Furopesn and other countrics, the
conduct of an agricultual census in this roglon involved a very large
number of small holdings whose identification and enumcration prescnted
congiderable difficultics cnd required on army of enwaerators not usually
available.,

The Conforcncy conzidored therefore that a judicious combination
of sompling methods and complete cnumerstion, such as scparating smell
subsistence holdings from lorge ones, and restricting the scope of tho
census 16 only the basic items would largely bring costs within maoncgeable
proportions. It further stressed she importancs of objective methods in
cnumeration in view of the difficulty of obinining reliakle information
on many items by intervicw with formers, the majority of whom were unable
to road or write, did not undrstond the census terminology, nor know or
approciate the purpose of the guestions put to them.

While noting with approciction that FAO hos already made avallable
to the countries o hondbook on the use of enmpling methods in censuses
the Confercnce fult thoat o comprehensive publication on census technigues
dealing with methods of cnumeration, orgonization snd administration
appropriate to different situntions ond incorporoiing the experience
goined by the differcent countrics in this andc cthoer reglons in censuses
and at fraining centres, would go o long way in assisting the aunmbor
governments in provaring efficicnt pluns for The 1960 censuscs,

The Conference accordingly rocommended thot such o publication
should be made available az doon as possible,

The Confercnce noted with satisfoaction the offorts ncde by FAO in
troining census personnel and expressed itz doep apprecistion for the
~U.Msy FAO and the Jopansse Covernmens for giving the internctional tralning
coentre presently being conducted in Tokyo.

The Conference noted that a numbur of couniries experienced considerable
difficulties in the tabulation of census dota, owing to lack of trained
porsonnel, eguipment and funds mnd learned with sotisfaction of the siudies
mode by UN/FAO on date processing mothods. It exprossed the hope that FAO
would organise a troining centre in tobulation ond showud considerable
intercs? in the proposal to centralise sabulation of census dota by using
magnetic tapes and elcetronic computers, which FAO was exploring ot present,
in view of the conseguent cconomics in time and expenditure that wouid rosults

The Conforunce expressed the hope tact the various measures outlined
above and those contemploted under technical assistance, such as the
provision of wxperts to plan and conduct the census in the region, the
provision of fellowships and other training focilitics and the various
forms of apsistance o e extended under the Ford Foundation gronts,
including the sctting up of nationnl Iraining centres, would go long Way
in enabling the countries to participate successfully in the 1960 Wgrld
Consus of Sgriculture,
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The Conference cxpressed appreciation to the Ford Poundation for
the grant made available to promote the taking of the censuses of a
agriculture and population in the region.

The Conference urged member governments to avail themselves
of the various forms of assigtance offerced by FAO for the conduct of
their censuscs including the facilitics and knowledge available in the
region.’

Be Horketing of Food frains

The Conforcnce obsorved that merketing prescnted some of the most
important problems being Ffacced by countries of the rogion, and welcomad
the scrious attention thot wos heing given by FAO to the subject. As the
delegate of Burua obsorved, morketing was noext in imporiance to production,
and ony weoknesscs in the narketing structure had adverse offccts on
producers ond consumers alike. Consequently aossistonce from FAO in this
field would be of great vulue to countries of the region, and the marketing
guldes to be published by FAC wers awaifced with great interest., The
delegates of Australin, Burma, Fronce, Japon, India, the United Kingdom,
and the United States spoke on this subject.

Several delegoates commonted on the wide margins that existed
fregquently between the prices producers received and those thot consumers
paid for agricultural products. For example, the delegate of India reported
that in his country this amountcd to 40 per cent or more of the consumer
price.

The Confercnce obscrved that numerous imperfecitions could be found
in the marketing systoms of many countries of the rcgion. Among the more
importont were insdoguate transportotion and communicetions, inadequote
marketing facllities; absence of grading, mnd standordization for agricultural
commoditices; lrrogulor systems of morketing charges; defccts in weights and
measuress ond inadequocy of nveoilable woarehousing and storage facilitics.,
These conditions aggravoited the seasonal swing cheracteristic of agricultural
prices in free markets. The cxistence of these conditionz, in combination
with inadequate credit avoilable to cultivators snd their illiteracy and
lack of knowlcdge of marketing conditions, offerud great opportunities for
unscrupulous traders to reap excessive profits,

The Confervnce noted that many Governments in the region had instituted
programs to improve these conditions. These included, as in India, legislation
defining grades, wcights, ncasures, ond marketing chargesy cstablishment of
rogulated markets under govornment control; training of marketing personncl;
and consvruction of marketing facilities including warehouscs. Thers wore
also various degrees of dircet porticipation by some governments in the
marketing of some agricultural products, as in Burma and Japan.
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The Confercncs wns of the opinion, howover, that the Gevelopment
of strong marketing cocperctives offorcd the greatost posgibilitics of
solving the meny inturrslnated marketing problems which axisted in mony
counsrios of the rogion, It noted the successful development of
agriculturnl cooperatives in Jopan, through which most goveramnend
purchases of agriculturcl produets were mnde. This was combined with
the provision of cpedis 4o sultivetors for the purchase of fortilizers,
marketing, sesGs, ote, A dnte ped structure of cooperative coredit,
morketing, worchousing snd prosussing was deing developed in India,
with finoncinl cul tuchaicsl assistance from the government. Such
sesiatonce wap, in the opinion of the Conferonce, of great importance
to tae duvveloplivat of o healthy cooperative movement. '

The Conforence welcomed wormly the proposed technical meeting of
morketing spocialists in the reglon, which FAC planncd to hold in Indonuzia
early in March 1959, It wons folt this necting would offer a timely and, '
important opportunity for i vrchinge of Infommotion among countries of
the region rogarding morketing problums dnd programs. The Confurence
rocommented thot governwents should nominnte to attend this mesting well
gunlificd morkceting speceialists who would be able to influence the
implementation in their own countries of the rucommendotions of the
mecting. The delegote of France noted thot his government ond the local
territorial govornmente would welcome the opporiunity to nominate
representatives or obscrvers to this mecting. The delegote of the
Unised Stotes montionod, that bis Government would like to send o delegato
or observer to ihe nmeeiing, ond would be willing to supply ony nvailloble
infomantion and wntoriel thot might Lo decmed useful,

With regerd to the agondsn of thig mecting, the Conference felt
sure that the Scerotarint would include the morce rvoutince aspects of
marketing improvement. The Confercmce suggested thet the meeting should
glve svnocinl attention ifn the agoenda of the macting to

(1)  the developucnt of cooporative marketing, Drocsssing and
warehouwing, ond

{(ii) the treinine of marketing personncl,

The Celegntus of Indin and Melaya recorwended thoat the discussions
of cooperative morketing should include the possibilities of developing
international as well o3 donsstic trade on o cooperative basis. The
dolegate of India also sugoestod that 4he mesting cxamine fthe extent
to whiclh the progperity of Japonssge cultivators wos dus to the stsady
price that they hod recoived Jer their produce over the last few yeors.

P, Dovelowment of Fulvp and Poper Industiry

The Conforence fully recognized the urgent nced and greot importance
of holding a regional consulintion on the development of pulp and paper
industry in order w6 provide a voluwble exchonge of economic and technical
information on the subliect.

o
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The Confercnce welcomed the infermation provided by the sccretariat
that the meeting would be co-sponsorcd by ECLAFE, and that preparations
were olready underway,., Discussion with the Government of Japan led fo
the hope that the meeting could be held in Tokyo, possibly in October or
Wovembor, 1960,

A numbcr of duizgeios indicated the intercst of their countries
in the mecting.

G Fishery 860

The Confurcnce convidercd tic problems of fishery statistics with
particular reference to cuarcrent L0 projects in this ficld, namely, the
FAO Indo-Pacific Training Centre in Fishery Stetistics to be conducted in
India in 1959, and the indo-Pacifc Fishorics Year organizced by the Indo-
Pacifioc Fishericse Counnil, The delegoies of Indie, Japan and Korea
outlined the system followed in thedr countrics for the collection of
fishery statistics. From the exwericnce described by these and other
delegates whe referred to the particular needs and problems in thelr
respective countries, o nwaber of conclusions wors Arawn.

Ly

Need for Pishery Statistics

There was gencral sgreement arzong all the delegatcs who participatedin
the discussion that the widesproad lack of adequate statistical information
constituted one of the groatcst practical difficuliies in the planning
and cxecution of fisheries programs. It wos emphasized that reliable
information concerning nct only the size, composition and volume of catches
but also concorming the distribution and price behaviouw of fish products,
the number and typeg of fishing craft, the social and economic conditions
in fishing communitics ond she choracteristics of the fish stocks themselves,
all formed on essential boszis for realistic planning. In the absence of
guch dota the detcrminction of desgirable levels of invesiment and the
selection of ecconomically foomible projects wos o matter of conslderable
speculation and uncerieinty, and for similar rcasons it was difficult to
evaluate the results of particular development activities in fisheries. In this
connoction, the delesntun of Combodis, Coylon, India, and Thellond pointed
out that in the case of inimnd fisheries, there waog o similar nced for
reliable statistics as in norine fisherics.

—~

Prohliems of Assemblinge Fisheryv Statistics

The Conference discussed & varisty of problems orising in the
collection of fishery statistics in different sectors of the fishery
industries, which cculd Do traced gencrally to two primary causes. One
wasg that in much of the reglon the fishing and fish distribution
operations were smoll-~scale, nunsrous, snd widely dispersed over thousands
of miles of coaostline, river systems and inlond watcers. In many arsas,
the operations were always of o subsistoncs choaractor, and there were,
for example, nc records, cven by quantity, of the catches ond no apparent
means of determining their value.
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The doelegoton of In&iﬁ and Coylon zeferring to this particular
problom in their uspuctivw ountries conzidered thot the situation
could be met only by the use of well devised sampling systems, oand in
this conncetion they rcfv:"wd to the inpozitant cconomics of effort
ossociated with sompling., In the cose of the Philippines referonce wis
made to the geographicsl diffusion of fishing operations waong mony

islonds ond small fisbing centres ond to the problems of sitatistical
collecetion where, for procticnal purposss, sdministrative rosponsibility
had to be shored between the centrol Buresu of fdsheries and the large
number of municipal swbhoritics., In the sosc.of Japan where considerable
egxpericnce hud beon goincd in this fic?d, systong appropriote to more
centralized landing wnd morketing orgonizotion were described,

Reforenee wns 2lso made to the limitations of sampling due both
to the continunl crtching of fish in contrast to the short pericd of
harvesting in ogriculture, ond to the varicgated patiern of fishing
operations for which it wos nol slwoys expedient bo moke short term
adjustments in the design of somples, espicinlly whore the roubines
were not delegntod to local sushordties,

It wos concluded thercefore that there were merious technical
difficulties in dealing with situntions where for practical purposcs
colaplete enumeration wos rarcly fcoasible,

The other wmain couse of problems ia the assembly of fishery
statistics was the acute shoritzze of gualificd personnel at all levels,
and o number of delegates roferyed to the nsed for more extensive
training.

Efforts to Improve Fishery Statistics in the Repglon

The above problems hod been well ricognized for a number of years
and the governmenis Lod endeavoured by wvarious meocns to improve thelr
methods ol collecting fishory stotistics. Refercence was made o the

FAO training centre in Tishery stotistics conducted in Bangkok, 1952,
and to asystems now in use in vorious countrics,

However, it was concluded thuad with some notable cxeeptions progresg
had been slow. F&O'% ovin ‘ffor“ beon limited by the fact that until
gulte recontly very little o i had becn goined in dealing with the
choracteristic prcblunu of in tals reglon. The experience of the

more highly advenced i countrics wos ory difficult to apply becouse
it reflected highey 1uvuls of cducation wad training both among fisld

gtaff and w1th1n the Tishiug indusiry itsolf, while commercial organization
also peraittod wmch sove oxtunsive use of complote cnumeration.

In rcpcnt yeors, Lovever, greater attention had beon given in Japan
and India to the use of somplinw methods in fisheries ond these had bhesn
simplificd mnd adapted to conditions commonly found in the fisheries in
many ports of the rugion.
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FAO Indo=-Pacific Training Centre in Fighery Statisiics

In the light of expericnce gaincd and in response to recommendotions
by its Indo~Pocific Fisheries Council, FAO kad arrenged to conduct a rogional
training centre in fishing stotistics to be held in Bombay, 7 February -
24 Lpril 1959, The Conferecnce was informed of the goncrous invitation of
the Government of Indla which bad made this Centre possible and of %he
considerable ossistonce being received from the Indian Council of Agricultural
Resecarch as well as from the contral and stote government fishery outhoritics.

The Confercnce strongly ondorsed the ncoed for such a centre ond a
number. of delegations expregsed their wish to porticipate. It wos explained
that in view of the need to complete the course of training before the stort
of the monsoon on the west coast of India, invitotions had of nccessity
boen issued at somewhat short notice and the help of the governments was
thercfore sought in dealing cxpeditiously with the selection and nomination
of suitably qualified candidates.

It was recognized that in some cases the fisheries departments might
not have suitably qualified candidetes on their staff and that the
responsibility for fishery statistics might belong to or be shared with
another department. In such cascs Governments were invited to consider
the desirability of nominoting candidates from departments oither than
fisherics wherever arrangements could be made for them to assist the
fishery departments after completion of the training course,

FAO Tndo~Pacific Fisherics Year

Refercnce was made by several delegotes to & recommendation of the
Indo~Pacific Fisheries Council that member governments should undertake
during the period 1958-59 the simultancous collection on a region-wide
basis of basic data covering the number of fishermen ond craft and the
volume and composition of catches,

The Confercnce urged governments to porticipate to the fullest
extent in this projeet which it was felt would provide a desirable minimum
of essential doto on which to plan for fishery programs ot both national
and rogicnal lovels,

He  Improvement in fizh Morketing

The Conferunce discussced prodiems and current programs of fish
marketing improvement inm the rogion in the light of a recommendation of
the Ninth FAO Conforence, Rome, 1957, which hod urged governments and
FAO to intensify their efforts to improve the marketing of cgricultural,
Torestry and Tishery products, and had directed attontion to 2 number of
approaches which might be followed to achicve maximum bencfite. The
purpose of the progent discussion was to review the fish marketing
situation in the region in this context, and to advise FAO as to the
particular projucts to which govermments cttached greatest priority and
which might be underteoken most effectively by PLO with ite present
capacity and resources,
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Currcnt fish marketing situntion

The general conclusions reached by the Ninth FAO Confercnce
concerning food markcting wore considered to apply with particular force
to fish products. These reforred to the importance of higher producer
incomes through reduction of marketing costs, the nced for adjustments
to meet changing demand resulting from higher purchasing power ond
urbenization, the close inter~dependcnce of different phases of the

marketing chain, especially for perishables, the fragmentation of
marketing operations ond the resulting opportunitics for cxploitation by
intermediaries, the inadequacy of storage, processing and transport
facllities and of disseminoation of Jullablu morketing information.

“Some special problems in fish marketing were also discussed and
these couvld be traced primarily to the choracteristic scas onul and
spesmodic fluctuations of supplys the small sizc, number, diffusion and
geographical remotencss of fishing cunfrvss the extreme perishability
of fish as a commodity; the special 11s.dvunt&gcs of tropical weather
and inadequate tromsport facilities and the foct that, as o rule, fish
products while important from the nuiritional standpoint occupied a
very small share of total food marketing.

In this situotior the middlemen had achieved a strong, deeply
entronched position cmounting in most cases to ths monopolistic
exploitation of narrow bottlenecks which militated poweriully agoinst
the most efficiont utiligation of fish products in the public interest,
and also agoinst the increcses of fish produciion which most governments
in the region were sceking., Attention was drawn also to the changing
pattorn of fishing operations, the mechanization of which might be
cxpected to lead to more concentration of' landings at centres where
marketing conditions were most fovourable,

Government meosures to improve Tisn morketing

A numbor of do lbbuLxQ described rccunt measurcs adopted to improve
fish marketing in their resvective countrics., In India, provision had
beon made in thu Sccord Pive Year Pioan to intunsify efforts to improve
fish morketing on o notion-~wide bngis with full cooperution botwes
central and state government cuthoritics. The succoss of cooperative
marketing arrangements in Bowmbay snd Orissc woas cited os an cxomple of
the dmportance of cocporabive oryaniszotion in reducing the number of
middlemen. In this conncction, the Agricultural and Warchousing hot,
1956, was mentioncd os o measurc providing for the desirable linking of
morketing with cradit.

In the Federation of Malave, too, great imoportance was attached to
cooperatives as o means of improving fish morkcting orgsnization for the
mutual benefit of consumers nnd proﬂucers. Recent success on the north-east
coast was described, in which conncction mention was made of the usefulness
of contracts with hospitels, other governmental institutions and estates.
Focllitics wore being expanded and 1% was plonned to oxtend the expericnce

gained to other ports of Maoloya, In Coylon some difficultics hod been
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experienced with the use of contralized cooperative marketing facilities,
and these were ascribed primarily to lack of commercial and technical
expericnce. In Korea current plens envisaopgod the modernization of some 200
wholesale markets and a stort had beon nado with Puson, Emphasis was placed
on tho provision of more extensive facilities for storage, processing ond

tronsport, leading to wmore complete and profitable utilization of fish products,

Cooperative markcting arrangemcnts were also strongly supported
in Vict~Nom,where some success had boen achieved during the past three
years, Reference was made to the advantages of the type of scheme used
in Hongkong for the collection and centralized sale of catches and the
possibility thus afforded for disposal through various outlets by auction,
negotiation, or contract. Cooperative credit for the rclief of indebtedness
to middlemen was also available.

The delogates of Australia and the United States reforred to various
alternative fish marketing systems, and agreced that in this reglon, in
many cases, the initiative would have to come from governments, and the
use of cooperative methods would appenr very appropricte, The delegate
of the United States also recommended the use of pilot scale demonstration
projects as a very practical approach to those problems.

Puture FAO Activities in the ficld of fish mnorkceting

The Confercnce was informed of past and prescnt acctivities in the
field of fish marketing. These comprised case studics on the functions
of middlemcn and on the role of cooperatives, the regular publication
of information on technological aspects of fish marketing through the
mediumn of the PAO World Fisheries Abstracts, the organization of particular
projects for the improvement of marketing and processing in certain
individual countrics, and the conduct of 4wo rcgional training centres,
one of fish marketing, Hongkong, 1954, and onc on fishery cooperatives,
Lustralia, 1957-8., In this last connection, o report on fish marketing
conditions in the region hed olready been published, and o further report
on fishermen's cooperatives in the region would shortly be available,

The Conference considoercd thot there was an outstanding need for a
more extensive exchonge of experience in this field and for move widespread
professional and technicnl training. Some special aspects were mentioned,
for czample, the development of standard fish marketing units for urban
arcas, and the improvement of fish markceting intelligence for the benefit
of smaller ccntres remotce from central marketing facilitics,

Lccordingly, the Confercnce concluded that FAO should continue
to study fish marketing and fishery cooperatives and, in particular,
should endeavour to arronge rogional technical meetings and regional
training coentres in this field, and advice on the orgonization of pilot-
scalc demonstration projects.
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T, Iivestock Prolduction with Porticular Reference
to the Control of Aninol Diseascs

The Confercnce had at various times referred to the need to
improve the nutrition of the people of the region, particularly by
diversifying the dict through improving the supplies of protective
foods of which milk is one¢ of the most important. It realized,
however, that the incrcascd production of milk must depend on the
control of disease, the provision of fodder and the improvement in
productive capacity of the cattle and buffolo. Greater attention
must also be paid to other food-producing animals, notably poultry.

It was appreciated thoat for much of Asia, mechanisation on
forms would not be possible in the immediate future and there would
continue to be dependence on the draft animal for cultivation of rice
and other-crops. L closer integration of livestock into the farming
system should be an objective, bearing in mind also the valuable
farm asset, monure,

The delegates of Burma, Cambodia, France, India, Japan, Laos,
Malaya and Thailond participated in the discussions and made many
valuable obscrvations. The observer from OIE explained the objectives
of his organization ond draw attention to the working agreemont of
OIE with FAO. ‘

Bstablishmoent of the FAO Working Party on Livestock ‘Production.

he Conference approved of the gencral set-up of this Working
Party, and endorsed the existing arrangement whereby the FAO/OIE Asian
Committee on Epizootic Diseasces should continue to scrve as the Animal
Health Group of the Working Party. It notcd thot the general meeting
of the Working Party would take place in 1961, but taking into consideration
the urgent neced to step up the campaigns against rinderpest in the region,
it recommended thot FAO/OIE should hold 2 meeting in 1959 of the iAsian
Committee on Epizootic Discoses. This meeting might, with advantage, be
held in conjunction with the technical mceting on Hoemorrhagic Septicaemia
which woas postponed this year, Additional subjects for consideration
would be "The Henlth of the Young Animel' and "Contoagious Bovine
Pleuropncumonial,

The Confercnce noted with approval the impendins oppointment to
the Regional Office of o Livestock Production Specinlist who would be
able to coordinate and stimulate the activitics of +the Working Party.

he advantages were cmphasized of informal meetings betwoen
veterinarians of adjoining countrics, to discuss problems of mutual
interest, poarticularly in rugard to the control of rinderpest, In
this conncction the delegate of India recorded the nctions taken by
his Government to implement rocommendations made at the informal FAO
meeting on rindoerpest held ot New Delhi, in April, 1957. This mceting
was attended by vetcrinarions from India and Pakiston.
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The Confcrence was glad to learn that FAO would continue
to assist in arranging such mecctings.

Nutrition of Livestock

The Conference considerced that more attention should be paid
by FAO to this important subject. Technical assistance was nceded to
survey and plan the development of the livestock industries in some
countriecs, taking into account not only foddcr resources and
potentialitics but also water supplies. Nutrition should feature
prominently in the agenda for the 1961 Working Party on Livestock
Production.

Problems of Milk Development

The Confercnce rccogniged that milk production was o complex
subject requiring study from sevoral different angles, and approved
of the FAO proposal to hold meetings in 1959 on dairy problems in
Leda ond tho For Eaost.
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Chaptor V

TH: FUTURE ORIZNTATION ON FAQ'S VORK IN TH: REGION

The Confercnce heard o rovicw by the Direcitor-General of the mojor
conclusions and rccommondations that had rosulted frem the discussions of
tho Conforcnco. It notcod with approciation that the majority of its
rocomaondations could oither be implomonod by PAO in the ncar futurc, or

would bo giveon scrious considoration by she Dircctor-Gonoral in drawing up
his proposals for the program of work and budget for the bicnnium 1960/61-

Tho dologatos. of Australin, Burma, Cambodia, Coylon, Francc, Indiag
Japan, Koroa, Malaya, Pakistan, tho Philippinos, the Unitod States and
Viet-Nam participatod in tho discussion which followed the Dircetor-CGoneral 's
roviewe Thoy mado the following suggcstions and rccomncndations which oro
not covercd elsewhere in +this roport.

The dolegatos of hAustralia, Coylon andJapan cmphasized that rcalistic
agricultural dovolopment plans and programs must bo basced on a sound
knowlodge of the natural rosourcos of a sountrys In view of the lack of
sufficiont knowledgo of tho resources of many arcas of the rogion, tho
Conforonco rccommended that FAO takco tho initiative in assisting mombor
govornnents to undoertake the nccossary surveyse 1 wos notod that FAO was
currontly cngagoed in carrying out pilot rosource surveys in throo arcas.

The Conforonce suggestod that a mooting of tochnical oxports might be colled
in tho rogion to discuss thoe principlos and mothods for surveys of natural
rosourcos which could bec applicd in countrios at various stagos of their
dovelopmente

The deologatc of the Philippincs called attontion to tho invitation
of tho Govormment of the Philippincs that the Scventh Sossion of tho
Tntornational Rico Commisgsion be hold in the Philippinos in 1960. He also
roported tho offor of his Govormment to scrve as host for the proposcd
Intornational Rico Institute, and cxprosscd tho hopo that tho Institutc
would become a roalitye

The dolegatos of India, Malaya and Pakistan pointed out the importonce
of and the nooed for improvoments in tho usc of agricvlitural oxhibitions in
conncetion with oxtonsion worke The Ceorforonce sugszestod that FAO and mombor
govornuaents givo norc atitontion to this ficld, so as to improve tho ari
and tochniguo of food and agricultural exhibitions.

Tho dclogoate of India pointed out that the inability to provide
adoguato supplics of foertilizor was onc of tho acutc problems impoding
agricultural dovclopmont in a numbor of countrics wherc the foertilizer industry
wor not sufficiontly dovelopoed, or wheore domostic supplics of fortiligor worc '
othorwisc inadcquatc and forcign oxchango difficultics intorfored with imports.
The Conforence suggostod that TAO and momber governments investigate thoe
possibility of dovcloping an intornational fortilizor pool, which nmight includo
provisions for ocasicr vurchaso of fortilizors.
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The dolegato of India suggostod that tho establishment of an
international agricultural bank orgonizod on cooporative principlos would
not only assist the devolopment of national marketing cooporatives, but
would also onable the govermmonts of underdovolopod countrics in the rogion
to give additional much-nceded assistance in providing crodit to cultivators.
Tho Conforonce suggostod that FAO invostigatc tho possibilitios of cstablishing
such a bank in consultoation and cooperation with the International Cooperative
Allianco, and hopod that “tho agricultural coopcrative bank of Japan might bo
intorostod in the projocte

The dolegatc of Pakistan pointed out the nood for a comprchensive
sciontific monograph on ricc to sorve as a basic rofcronco for governmontss
In this connocction the Conferonco suggostod that the results of work bhoing
carriod out in difforont countrics bo collated by FAO and publishod as soon
ag practicablc.

The dolcgato of Pakiston also pointod out the opportunitics for ,
valuable work to be donc on hybrid corn in this rogion, and thc Conforcnco
suggoestod that FAO should look into this mattor.

Sovoral dclcgates, including thoso of Burma and tho Unitod States,
gtrossod thoe importance they attachod to furthcer work in farm managcmonte
Tho Confercnco suggostced that this work should not be limited to rico, but
should also cover other cropsg and sysitcms of farmings
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Chaptor VI

SUMMARY OF PRINCIPAL RLCOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

In thce coursc of its doliborations, the Fourth FAO Rogional
Conforcneo made cortain suggostions and rocomucndations to Mombor Governionus,
and to FAO, which orc summorized bolow. Moro dotail con bo found in carlior
chaptcrs of this roports

Bxpansion and Oricntation of lAgricultural Production and Supplics in rclation

to Domand (Chapter III-A)

To Governmonts

Tho Conforonce rocommonds that, to improve the factual basis

for agricultural planning, governncents undcritako survoys and
studics ofs

1. Thoir agricultural rosources, including land typos, climato,
soils, hydrological conditions, as well as of thc human
TCROUTCOS

2, Quantitativoe offocts on production of improvod agriculitural
methods and matorials and of institutional changos insofar
as possiblo, including thc rosults of provious dovolopmont
plans and programs.

3, Houschold incomoc, cxponditurc and consunptions population and
incomc projcctionssy and Fforccasts of industrial activity; to
pormit ostimates of futurc domostic domand for agricultural
productse

4, Capital formation in agriculturc.

To PFAO
Tha Conferonce rocommonds tha+t to improve tho factual basis

of national agricultural planning, FAO study and roport ond

1, Tho short torm intornational cconomic and commodity situations
as thoy affoct markots for agricultural productse It was '
suggostod spocifically that spiccs be includod in thoso sindics.

2, The changcs in tho pattorn of tradc in agricultural products
charactcoristic of a doveloping country of the regions

3, Evaluation of tho offccts on countrics of the rogion of

cconomic devcelopment policics and dovclopmoent plans in othor
countrics of the rogion (including Chinagg and of othor
rogions including thce Buropcan Common Markot and the Froo
Trado Arca if it matorializos.
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4, Tho long torm intornational markot prospocts For the main
oxport commoditics of tho rogion.

5% Possibiliticvs of dovoloping intornational trade on a
cooperativo~to~cooporative basise

The Conforcnce recommends that, for tho purposce of oxchanging
oxporicnce and improving knowlodgo of agricultural planning, FAO:

1, Convono a tochnical mecting of oxperts of the rogion on targot
sotting in agriculturo (possibly in conjunction with ECATLE)
to oxchange cxporicnco ons

(2) Mothods of forccasting domand for food and industrial raw
motorials on domostic and international markcets, and thoir
application in agricultural planninge

(b) Methods of cvaluating rosponsc of agricultural production
to changos in agricultural inputs and institutions.

(o) Mothods of appraising the rosults of provious agricuvliural
dovolopmont plans and programss

(d) Moons of considcring, in the framowork of planning, the
problens of agricultural income and cmploymontes

(o) The rolc and contont of long torm agricultural dovelopmont
plang in rolation to short and mediwm torm planse.

2 Convonc subscquontly in the region a goneral mooting,

preforably boforo tho noxt Regional Conforcnco, of agriculinrists,
ccononists, nutritionists and rosource experts to draw up an
ountline ‘or get of »rinciplos for roalistic agricultural

plannings

Stabilization and Support Policics for Agricultural Prices and Incomcs
{Chaptor I1I-B)

To Govornments

Tho Conforonco:s

(1) commonds the Roport of the FAO/ECAFE Contrc on policics to
Support and Stabilizo Agricultural Pricos and Incomos in
Agia and tho Far Bast as doscrving sorious attention by
governmonte whoen formulating thoir agricnltural policicss

(2) notos the importance attachod by tho Contro to the availability
“of roliablc data for usc in ostablishing and implomenting
agricultural pricce policice, and cndorsc the proposal madce by
tho Contro that this problom bo roforred to tho Conforonce of
Asian Statisticians, with tho suggostion that oconomiste and
administrators participate in discussion of this mattors
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To F4O
Tho Conforonco cundorses the contimuing studics by FAC of agricnlinral

support moasuros, and tho proposcd mooting in Romo of cxports to disenss
tho formulation of »rinciples for such moasurcs.

Nutrition in Relation to Food and Agricultursl Policius (Chapter III-C)

To_Govornments

Tho Conloronco strongly supports the rcecommondintions of tho 9th
session of tho FAQ Conforonce that membor govermments. takce due acconnt of
tho nutritional necds of thoir populatior in Formlating and implomenting
their food policios and ploanse
To BAO

o A . mmsttd

Tho Confercincc rccommends that TAO:

(1) organisc o Begional Sominar on Nuirition in Food Policy and
Plaming at o suitable timc and placo, prefcrably in oarly
19603

(2) give greator crmphasis to tho work of thoe Fntrition Division,

espocinlly in relation to food and agricultural policies in
he progrom of work for 1960/61.

frobloms of Dotormining Prioritics in Fishery Dovolopront (Chaptor ITI.D)

Qo Govornnonts

The Cenferonce rocommends the orgonization of sominars oither at
tho national level or anmong sovoral countries having similar probloms, at
which reprosontativos of fishory sorvicos and of +the genoral cconomic nolicy
and planning agoncics of governonts would jointly roviow fishory programs for
thoe purposo ofe

(1) familinrizing fishery porsonncl with thoe objectives of tho
ceconomic dovolopmont plans of tho countrics, and with the
planning and ovaluation procodurcs usod for othor soctors
of cconomry particularly thoso closcly related to fishory
doveloponts

(2) making o roview of +tho spccial probvlomg of fishory dovelopmont
in relation to conditions and cxpecited developments in tho
other scctoras

(3) undertalking o critical cxomination of critoria and procednros
currently used in the sclcetion of fishory projocts, dovcloping
eritoria Tor sctting prioritics in Dfishory »rogramss

(4) formulating procodures for rogular consultation on curreni

progross in fisherics, and in othcer rolated scetors, at contral
and local lovelss
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To FAO
Tho Conforonce rccommends that FAO provido such guidanco and
asgistance for these zeminers ag may bo practicablo.

Evaluetion of Agrarisn Roform (Chanter ITI-E)

To Goveornuonts

The Conforecncos
(1) ondorscs the resolution of the Economic and Social
tho Unitod Wationg that governuonts undortake spocific sgitudics
of implemertation of land rcform measurcs and of thoir impact
on production, living standards, and cconomic and social
dovelopmontsy

Council of

o) , , s . s .
(2) suggeste that governmont activitics in the ficld of agrarian
roeform should includo consideration ofs

(1)  the cmount and kinu of ront paid hy teonants including
shore division and the sceurity of their tonurocs

(ii) tho compotont planning and orgonization of sottlomont
projeets, including modorn surveys of soil and watewr
rogourcos, cstablishmont of cvonom10 farm sizos and
zood Lonure system pormitting scttlers to improve thoilr
production mothods and living stondards;

(iii) the nocd for compleomenting land roform moasurcs with
such cgscntial scrvicos as superviscd crodit,
cooperatives, and oxtension sorvicos and céucations
and

(iv) gociological and land usc studics in thoso arcas to
which more orthodox formg of agrorian ruforq do not
sot apply, in order to determine what kind of agrarian
reform may be practicablc and desirablo.

Orgonization of Agric”ltﬂrﬂ; Education and Bxtonsion Scrvicas Adapted to
Local Conditions (Chnopicy ILI-F)

To FAD
Tho Conforcncec:

(1) ocommonds PAO Ffor the work it has doac in the ficld of cxtensions

(2) '“bOHm“nd that FAO undortako a survey of agriculinrel cducat
n all countrics of the region, and roport tho rosnlis fo the

Fitth Rogional Conforencos

\
in the rogion for discussion at tho noxt Rogional Conforcncos

TAO/ 58/1.1/8722

(3) rocommends that FAC undertake a survey of agricultursl extontion



International Rice Commission (Chaptor IV-4)

To Governments and to FAO

The Conference:
(1) Endorsos the rocommendations of the Commission that:

(a) +he Working Partics of the Commission bo roconstituted
so that in the futurc, therc be three technical working
partics as followss -

IRC Working Party on Rico Production and
Protections

IRC Working Party on Ricc Soils, Wator and
Tortilizcr Practicos;

IRC Working Party on Agricultural Engincecring
Aspects of Rico production, Storage and
Procossing.

(b) futurc sessions of tho Commission as a gordral practico
be schodulod in conjunction with the FAO Regional Conforcnce
for Asia and the TFar Bast.

(2) rocommonds that furthor consideration be given to tho proposal
for an Intcrnational Rice Institute and efforts should bo made
by governmont's and FAO to find ways and means whercby the

- Institute might e cstablished and maintained.

(3) recommoends that in view of +the importance of the work on rice
onvisaged for the IRC for the futurc, Govornmonts and FAO give
contimiing support to this work.

To Governmonts

The Confercnco cndorsgos the rocommendations of tho farm managoemont
contros, and of the working groups of the IRC, that governmentss:

(1) organizc national farm managoumcnt training centres in
countrics with assistancc from FAO;

(2) support tho ostablishment of a Regional Working Commitlec on
Farm Hanagement to promoie continuous cxchangoe of information

and ideas in tho fields

(3) ostablish pilot and domonstration projcocts on farm managomont
in a fow strategic arcas.

a0/ 58/11/8722
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To TAO

The Conforoncos

(1) ondorscs the resolutions of the Famm Monagement Centros that
the scrvices of an FAC farm menagonmont specialist for tho
region be¢ continued and rccommonded that he bo stationad in
tho rogion,

(2) Suggesis +l

thoat o Rogional Working Committoo on Farm Managoimont
be cstabliah

P
ad.

World Socd Campaign (Chapter IV-C)

To FAQ

The Conforcnco supports the concopt of a World Sced Campaign and,
rocognizing that its succosg will dopond largoly on the initiative of
countrics individually or cooperatively:

(1) Requests that FAO's coordinating activitics be sustained and
poseibly intonsified as tho Campailgn goins momentums

(2) Buggoste thot tho International Rice Commission, through its
Working Party on Rice Production ond Protcetion, considor tho
getting up, ag its contribution to the World Seod Campaign,

a stody group to investigate tho ways and moans to roduco tho
largo numbor of local rice wvarictiocs in many countrios, so

that tho bost may be used in seod multiplication and distribrtion
PLrogTOmS§

(3) Boguosts FAO 4o organize a Rogional Training Contre for Soed
Testing and Cortification in 1960 under the BExpandcd Tochnical
Assistoance Programs. '

(4) Dosires that FAO give nore attontion to plant introduction and
cxpnloration vorks '

World Census of Agrionlinrce (Chapter IV-D)

s e o5

To Governnonts

Tho Conferonce wrgos governmonts to avail thomsclves of the various
forms of assistancce offorcd by FAO for the conduct of their consusos.

To FAO
The Conforenco:
(1) suggests thot FAO proparc and issuo, as soon as possible, o
comprchensive publication on consus iechnigues including metiods

of enumoration, organization and adaministration.

(2) Bxprosscz “the hope that FAO will orgenisc a training contre in
tobulations

TAO/58/11/8722



Domestic Markoting of Food Grains (Chapter IV-E)

To Governmcnts

Tha Conforcnco urges governments to sond, as reprosentatives to
the proposcd regional mocting on markcting, woll gualified specialists who
would bo able to influonce the implomentation in thoir own countrics of
raocommendations of tho mootinge

To FAO

The Conforonco:s

(1) commonds the incrcasing importance boing given to marketing
in vndordevoloped areas in tho work of program of FAOj

(2) gives warn support to the proposcd tochnical meoting of marxlkeding
spocdialists of tho rogion scheduled to bo hold in Indoncsia in

1959

Dovolopmont of Pulp ond Papor Industry (Chaptor IV-T)

To FAO

The Confercnce rccognizos the urgont ncod and great importance of
holding a rogional consultation on tho devolopmont of pulp and paper indnstrys.

Fiéhory Statistics (Chaptor IV-G)

To Govocrnments

The Confercncos

(1) Rocommonds tho t Governments support the forthcoming FAO Indo--
Pacific Troining Contre in fishery statistics, in India in
1959, by nominating suitably gualificd candidates who will b
ablo to apply subsoguontly in thoir countrics the training
rocoivods

(2) Rocommonds that Govermments cooperato fully with thoe PAO Indo-
Pacific Fishorics Council in arrangomonts for tho collcction
of Tishorics data during the Indo-Pacific Fisherics Yoars

it

Inprovement in Fish IMarkoting (Fbmﬂ%ur TV-H)

To FAO

The Conforoenco:

1) Rocommonds the continued sudy of Tish marketing, and ospccially
y 9 v

o

the role of cooporatives, and tho mothods of financing fishuron.

(2) Rocommonds tho organization of a regilonal technical mcoting and
regional training contres on fish markceting.

(3) Rocemmonds thoe transmission of advico 4o govornments as nocospnry
onn tho organization of pilot~scalo acnonstratlon projocts in fish
W0/ 58/11/ 8722 narkotinge



Livogtock Production (Choptor IV-T)

To Govornnonts

The Conforunce rocommends that groater attontion should be paid to
tho oradication of Rinderpost in thosc covntrics whoro the discasa still
OXISTE.

To FAO

Al Mt

Tho Conforcnce rocommonds thatbs:

(1) =& mocting of sho EAO/OEE Agian Committco on Epizootic Disvasos
ghould take place in 1959. Congideration should boe givoen to
holding this in conjunction with the tecehnical mecting on
Hacmorrhagic Scpticacmia.

r \ - o~ 3 - 2 o - : 3 b ] H
(2} tho mooting on "Dairy Probloms in Asia and tho Far East!
should <talk¢ nlacce in 195G.

ol

(3) TAO shonld give furthor study to tho Nutrition of Livostock,
sigt countrics to plan tho devolopmont of thoir livestock

and as
indvatrics.

(4) morc atitenticn should be dovoted by FAO 4o tho dovelopment of
the ponltry dndustry.

Tho Tuturc Oriontation of PAO's Work in the Region (Chantor V)

(This hoading sorvos to locate those recommoendations made by tho
Conforcnco in Gisucssion of Itom 13 of +the Agondn which arc not included
under othor headings in this Chapter. Howover, it should bo noted thot
theso arc supplencntary to the othor rocommendations made in this and othor
chaptoers of this roport, the wholc complox of which orc sct forth to gnido
FAO's Ffuturce work ).

o FAQ
The Conforcncc
(1) sumgosts that FAO considor convening a tochnical mooting in
tho region to outline the principlos and methods that could b
followod by countrics at difforont stages of dovelopmont in
making survors of thelr noatural rosourcoss

(2) suggosts that FAO and monber governrents givo nore attontion
to improving the art and technigue of food and agricunlural
coxbibitions os ono aspoct of oxtonsion works

(3) suzeosts thot FAD and membor govormacnits invostigate tho
possibility of developinz an international Tertvilizor pool,

which might include provisions for casicr purchasc of fortilizorss

7a0/58/11/ 8722



(4) suggosts that FAO invostigatc tho possibilities of tho
cstablishoent of an intornational agriculitural bank organiszed
on coopecrative principles, in consultetion and cooporation
with the International Cooporative Alliancos

(5) rocommonds that FAQ publish as soon as posgsgidble a comprchensivae
geiontific monograph on rico which would collate the work boing
carricd out in difforent countrioss

(6) suggosts that FAO oxaminc the possibilitics of the widor
introduetion in tho rogion of hybrid corn; and

(7) sugngts that PAO's work in faim management should not bo

climited to rico, but should also cover othor crops and systomns
of farming.

T40/58/11/8722
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List of Partiocipants

Countxy Name and Title Status
Aus tralia . RaWe Wilson Leader

Firgt Assistant Sccretary
Department of Primary Industry
Canberra, AeC.T.

CvSe Christian Associate
Chiefy, Division of Land Research

CeSeIeR40,

Box 109, Canberra City, A.C.T. .

GeCe Lewis Associate
Second Secretary _
Australian Embassy, Tokyo

Burma, U Win Maung Leader
Deputy Secretary
Agriculture and Forests Ministry
Secretariat, Rangoon '

U Hla Chn Associate
Chief Research Officer

Department of Agriculture

Munnee's Building,Rangoon

U San Khin Assgociate
Marketing Officer

Agricultural Department -

Rangoon

U Tun Xhin Associate
Manager
SeAslMs Bs
Rangoon
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Country

Cambodia

Ceylon
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Name and Title

Ho Tong Lip

Acting Director

Agriculture Deparitment

97, Boulevard Preah Norodom
Phnom Penh

Meas Chhuth

Chef, Sclection et
Hybridation, Battambang
Direction de 1'Agriculture
Phnom-Penh

Sum Chhum

Chef de Laboratoire de Phyto-
pathologie

97, Mahavithei P.B. Norodom
Phnom—Penh

D«P.Rs Gunawardena

Minister of Agriculture and Food

Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Colombo 2

Susanta de Fonscka

Ambassador for Ceylon in Tokyo
Ceylon Embassy

Tokyo

M. F. Chandraratne
Director of Agriculture
Department of Agriculture
Peradeniya

Ce Pe Channugam
Assisbant Sccretary
Ministry of Fisheries
161, Inncr Flower Road
Colombo 3

A St V. Wijomane
Deputy Land Commissioner
88/3, Gallec Road, Dehiwala

A+ Nimalasvriya

Adviser, Member, Milk Board
81, Dickman's Road

Colombo 5

Status

Leader

Associate

Associate

Leader

Alternate

Associatoe

Adviser

Adviser

Adviger



Country

Ceylon (Conttd)

France

Tran
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Name and Title

.5, Wanasinghe
General Manager
National Milk Board
51, Peherson Lano -
Colombo 6

A. Angladetto
Dirccteur du Cenitre Toobnlquo
d'Agriculturce Tropicale

45 Bl$ Aves de la Belle Gabrlello
Nogent/Marno (Scine)

P.3. Doshrulh

Minister for Coopcration
Ministry of Food and Agriculturc
Now Delhi ’

V.Pe Naik

Minister for Agricultuwc
Covornment of Bombay State
Sachivalaya

Bombay

Ho G, Patill

Principal, Agricultural Institute
Kosbad, District Thana

Bombay State

RN« Poduval

Deputy Bconomlc Adviser
Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Now Delhi

SelM. Siklka

Addisional Agricultural Commissioncr
Indian Couneil of Agriocultural.
Research

Queen Victoria Road

New Delhi

SePs Mohito

Dircctor of Agriculfure
Bombay State

11, Queens Garden
Poona No. 1

¥halil Bahavax

Rice Breeding Specialist
Ministry of Agriculturc
Teheran

Status

Advigor

Loeader

Leador

Al tornato

Associate

Associate

Associate

Associate

Loader
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Japan
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Yamo and Title

Seiilchi Tobata

Professor, Tolyo University
Chairman, Agriculturc, Forcstry

and Pisheries Technologioal Council
Ministry of Agrioculiturc and Foreostry
Tokyo

Karughi Chkaws

Dircetor, Economic Research
Ingtitute ’
Leonomic Planning Agonoy
Tolkyo

Takehiss Omura

Dircctor, Public Health Burcau
Ministry of Welfare

Tokyo

Tomonosuke Shiomi

Vice-Ministor

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Tokyo

Goro Watanabe

Director, Food Agency

Minigtry of Agriculture and Forestry
Tokyo

Malkoto Sailto

Deputy Vice-linister .
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Tolyo

Akdrs Kawada

Councillor, Minister's Becretariat
Ministry of Agriculturo and Forcstry
Tokyo

Yoshihito Hasegawa
Administrative Councillor
Planning Bureau

Eeoonomic Planning Agency
Tokyo '

Yoshio Chkawara

Chicf, Doonomic and Social Section
United Wations Bureau '
Ministry of Foroipgn Affairs

Tolgyo

Status

Leoader

Associgts

Agsociate

Aggoaiate

Agsociate

Assocliatbe

A

ocliato

633

€

Alternate

Alternato



Country

Japan (Cont'd)

FA0/58/11/8722

Name and Titlo

Akira Saita

Chicf, Liaison Officex of
International Affairs
Minister's Scerctariat
Ministry of Welfarc

Tokyo

Muncyasu Tachikaws

Chicf, Statistics and Survey
Division

Ministry of Agriculturc and Forestry

Tokyo

Kentaro Tokuyasu

Chief, Extcnsion Division

Mlnlstry of Agriculturc and Forestry
Tokyo

Tadaatsu Isayama

Chicfy, First Opcration DlVlmlOn

Tood Agoncy

Ministry of Agriculture and Foroutry
Tokyo

Mitsugl Yamashita

Chief, Planning Section

Statistics and Survey Division
Ministry of Agriculturc and Poroutry

Tokyo

Sakac Furukawa
Papor Industry Scction
Toxtile Burcow

Ministry of Intornotionsl Pende

and Industrics
Pokyo
Tadaatsu Ishiguro

. President, Japan FAO Association_

Tokyo

Einosuko Ishiil
Dircctor—Genecral
Japan FAO Association
Tokyo '

Koji Samata

Chicf, Agriculturc and Forestry Soction

Coordination Burcau
Boonomic Planning Agonecy
Tokyo

Status

Aiternato

Alternate

Alternate

Alternate

Al ternatoe

Alternate

Advigor

Expexrt



Country

Japan (Cont'a)

FAO/58/11/8722

Name and Title

Isamu Inouc

Scientific Rescarch Officer
Resources Bureau -

Science and Tochnics Agency
Tokyo

Toshio Oiso

Chief, Nutrition Scction
Public Health Burcau
Ministry of Welfarc
Tokyo

Takeyoshi Takano

Chicfy, Food Sanitation Scetion
Env1ronmcntal Sanitation DlVlSlOH
Public Health Bureau -

Ministry of Welfarc

Tokyo

Kunitaro Arimoto

Director, National Institute of
Nutrition

Ministry of Welfaro

Tokyo

Chujiro Ozaki
Consul tant, Minister's Seerctariat
Ministry of Agrloulture and Forestry

Tokyo

Kyo Ando

Consultant, Ministor's Sccrotariat
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Tokyo

Michitatsu Koga

Chief, Agriculture and Forestry Scotion
Statistics and Survey Division
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Tokyo

Seimel Nakajima

Chief, Agricultural Land Scction
Agricul tural Land Burcau

Ministry of Agriculture and Porestry
Tokyo

Tokuao Tatsuno

Chief, Extension and Education
Seotion

Development Burecau

Ministry of Agriculturc and Forestry
Tokyo

Status

Expoert

Exbert

Expert

Expoxt

Export

Bxpert

Expert

Export

Expert



Country
Japan (Cont'd)

Korea
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Nane and Title

Kogl Saito

Chicef, Hygicne Section

Livestock Burcau

Ministry of Agriculturce and Forostry
Tokyo

Shungo Ito

Chief, Dairy Scctlon

Livestock Burcau

Ministry of Agriculture and Forcetry

Tolkyo

Sclji Sawada

Chicf, Forcrt Products Scetion
Forestry Agency

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Tokyo

Noriaki Oka

Chief, Siatistics and Data Scotion
Fishories Agency »
Ministry of Agriculture and Forcstry
Tokyo

Eyu Bah Chodl

Counsgaolloxr

Korcan Misgion in Japan
No. 1, Takeyacho
Minato~ku

Tokyo

Young Chul Chang
Dircotory Research Bureau
Institute of Agriculture
Suwon

Jae Woxri Roh

Korean Mission in Japan
Nos 1y Takeyacho
Minato-iu

Tolyo

Nouphat Chovaranany

Deputy, ex=Secratory.of State
foxr Agriculture

Assemblée Nationale

Vientlane

Blatus

Export

BExport

Expert

Leader

Altemate

Azsociate

Leader



Country

Laos (Cont'd)

Malaya
Netherlands

New Zealand

Pakistan

Philippines
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Name and Title

Thao Vong
Ministére de 1'Agriculture
Vientiane

Thong Khanh Vizavouth

Directeur Adjoint de 1l'Agriculture

Direction de 1'Agriculture
Vientiane

Abdul Aziz bin Ishak
Minister of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture
Xuala Lumpur

A« Rahman Hamidon
Agsistant Seccretary
Ministry of Agriculture
Kuala Lumpur

Mohamed bin Jamil
Agricultural Officer
Department of Agriculture
Kuala Lumpur

Me Je Meyet

First Secretary
Netherlands Bmbassy
Tokyo

John Stanhope Reid

New Zealand Ambassador to Japan

VWew Zealand Embassy
Tolkyo

Ms We Craig
Commercial Attaché
New Zealand Bmbassy

Tokyo

Muhammad Afzal

Agricul tural Development
Commissioner

Ministry of Agriculture

Karachi '

Jose M. Trinidad
Under—Seoretary of Agrioculiure
Department of Agriculture
Manila

§ﬁ@tusv

Associate

Associate

Leader

Associate

Associate

Leader

Leader

Adviser

Leader

Leader



Country

Philippines (Cont!d)

Thailand
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Name and Tifl@

Bugenio E. Cruz

Director of Plant Industry
Department of Agriculture
Manila

Anastasio L. Tecodoro

Dean, Institute of Technology
Far Bastern University
Manila

Migucl T. Valera

Commlssioner :
Agricultural Tenancy Commission
Quezon City

Heraclio Rosa Montalban
Director

Bureau of Fisherics
Manila

Mario Moreno

President

Philippine Federation of Rice
and Corm Planters

Philippine Chamber of Agriculture

Manila

Insee Chandrastliyo
Director—General
Kasctgart University
Bangkolk

Chakrabandu Pensiri Chakrabandu
Dircctor-~Gencral

Rice Departmont

Ministry of Agriculture

Bangkok

Prayote Pvrnasizi
Sceretary-General
National TAC Committce
Ministry of Agriculturc
Bangkok

Jin Jaiprapha

Technical Officer

National Statistical Office
Banglkok

State

Asgsociate

Associate

Associate

Associate

Associate

Leader

Alternate

Asscciate

Assgociate
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Countiry Name and Title Status
Thailand (Cont'd) Xrui Punyasingh Advisex

Chief, Rice Breeding Division
Rice Departmont

Minigtry of Agriculiure
Bangkok

Debriddhi Devalul Adviser
Chief

Ingincering Division

Rice Department

Minigtry of Agriculturo

Bangkok '

Bhadki Lusanandana Adviser
Chicf of Tochnical Division

Rioc Dopartment

Ministry of Agriculturc

Bangkok

United Kingdom De Rhind Leader
’ Bocrctary for Colonial
Agricultural Research
Colonial Office
Great Smith Street
London, S.W¢1

United States Quentin M. West Leader
of America Chief, Far BEast Analysis Branch

Foreign Agriculture Scrvice
U.3. Department of Agriculture
Washington 25, D.C.

William Ds Termohlon _ Associate
Agricul tural Attaché

United States Imbassy

Tokyo

George V. Bowers Adviser
Food and Agriculture Officor
International Cooperation
Administration
UseSe Embassy
Tokyo

WeGs Van Compen Adviser
Fishory Attach®’

U. Sn Enlbﬂssy

Tokyo
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Country

Viet=Nan

Holy Sceo

Unitod.Nations
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Name and Title

Truong Van Hicu

National Director of Agricul ture
1/6 Phan Thenh Gian

Salgon

Trinh Dink Thien

Chief of Agriculiure Sorvice
in Central Vigi-lon

28 Massiges

Saigon

Wgo. Ba Thanh

Director, Fisherics Agcnoy
116, Phan Dinh Phung
Salnon

Nguyen Khac Hiou

Chef de Cabinet
Departmont of Agricul ture
200, Tastard

Salgon

Re Vittoz

‘Office International des Lpizootiocs

12, Rue .de Prong.
Paris 17

Tery Reve LeWe Bryson, HMeS.C,
Sceretary General

National Catholic Committoc

- of Japan

10, Rokuban—~cho, Chiyoda=ku,
Tokyo

E«Ms Ojala

Chicef, ECAFE/FAO Agriculture
Division

Bangkolc,

dsko Ofbo Kosunen

logional Represcntative for
Asia and the Far Fagst
P.O¢ 3Box 1179

Bangkolk

=3

Status

Lisader

Assoociate

Astsoclatao

Asgsociate

Observer

Observor

Observer

Obscrver



07 .

Scerctariat of the Mceting

Secretary-tencrsls Lonforenco Officers
T Ojala Yoshio Ohkawars, Ministry of Foreign

Affairs
Assigtant Secretary-~Gencrals

Assisitant Confercuco Offigcrs:

M. Ohto :
Kazuo Morita, Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry
Fiyoko Tida, ifinistry of Forelgn
Affairs
TAO Staff Membors Participating
Homa

BuRe Ben, Dircclor-—General

J.. Campbell, Personal Assistant to the DirootofmGoncral

T.E. Ritchie, Officer in Charge, Office of Difec%or, Agriculture Divigion
JePs Huyser, Chief, Program Operations Service, Agriculture Division

Re Schickelo, Chief; Land and Water Use Branch, Agriculture Divisiqn

N.R. Redd, Veterinarian, Animal Production Branch, Agriculture Division
P«V. Bukhatme, Chicfl, Statistics Branch, Economics Division

Je Kahane, Chief, Rice Section, Commoditios Branch, Bconomios Division

We Ellington, Acting Chief, Asis and the TFar Bast Scction, Zconomic
Analysis Branch, Economics Division

Ce Beoveor, Fisheries Economist, IMishories Division
Ms Leloup, Dircector, Forestry Division
K.K.P.He Rao, Chief, Food Corsumption and Planning Section, Nutrition

Division

Bangkok

WeH. Cummings, Regional Represcniative of thoe Dircetor-General
U Thet Su, Deputy Regionul Representative

GeEy Mulgrus, Reglonal Informaiion Advisor
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CeWe Chang, Roglonal Agricultural Adviser, and Bxocoutive Secretary,
International Rice Commission

JeAs Tubb, Regional Fishories Officer, and Bxecutive Scecretary,
Indo~Pacific Pisherics Council

U Aung Din, Regional Torestry Officer
D, Ts Bocobo, Reagional Mutrition Officer

Kemphol Hemharnvibul, Sceretary to the Soccretary-General

Interpreteors:

Celle Biass, FAO, Rome
M, L. Jacoby, FAO
Pe Tolstoy, FAO

E. Hedinger, FAO

Officials Sccondod to the Mzeting by the Govermment of Japan

Documents Officers

Ougal Wada, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

Information Officers:

Shoji Kataoka, lfinistry of Agriculture and Forcstry

Shizuwico Isobey, Ministry of Welfawro
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS

Secrctariat Papers

FERC 58/1 Aanotsted Provisional Agenda
FERC 58/1(a) Provisional Agenda

FTERC 58/1(&)Rev,1 _ Provisional Agohd&

FERC 58/1(a)Rov.2  Agenda

FERC 58/2 Work of FAO in Asia and the Far Fast
FERC 58/2 Add. Work of FAO in Asla and the Par Bast
FERC 58/3 Eecent Developments in fthe Food and Agricultural

Situation in Asia and the Far Bast

FERC 58/4 The Short Temm Outlook for Commodities in
Intermational Trade

FHERC 58/5. Impact on National Programming of thoe Longer Ternm
Forces Affecting Demand and Consumption

FERC 58/6 Agricultural Stabilization and Support Policics
FERC 58/7 Nutrition in Relaiion to Food and Agricultural Policy
TERC 58/8 Problems of Determining Prioritics in Fishery

Development Planning

FRRC 58/9 Evaluation of Agrarian Eeform
TERC 58/10 Qrganization of Extonsion Scrvices Adapted to

Local Conditions

FERC 58/11 Improving Farm Managoement in Rice Producing Arcas
FERC 58/12 World Sced Campaign
ARG 58/13 The 1960 World Ccnsus of Agriculturc
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Secretariat Papers (Cont'a)

FERC 58/ 14 The Domestic’Marketing of Foodgrains

FERC 58/15 , “Development of Pulp and Paper Industries

FERC 58/16 Fighery Statistiocs

FERC 58/17 Improvement in Fish Markoting

FERC 58/18 Statemont by Director—Gencral, Drs B.R. Sen

FERC 58/19 The Work of the Indo-Pacific Fisheries Councii‘and
Its Relation to National Tisheries Policies

FERC 58/20 International Rice Commission

FERC 58/21 Ligt of Technical Mectings and Training Centors

Convened by FAO in tho Region since the last
Regional Meeting in 1956

FERC 58/21(a) - do —

FERC 58/22 Fighery Programs in Rolation to Agriocultural and

\ Bconomic Planning

FERC 58/23 Rolc of Govermment in Fishories Development

FERC 58/24 Prospectus for the FAO Indo~Pacific Training Centro

in Fishery Statistiocs, Bombay, India, 7 February -
24 April 1959

FERC 58/25 The Short—Term Outlook for Commodities in
International Trade — A Supplementary Note

TAO/58/11/8722



Papers Submitted bnyelégations

FERC

FERC

FERC

FERC
FERC
FERC

FERC

TERC

FERC

FERC

FERC

FRERC

FERC

FERC
FERC

FERC

FERC

58/Sp. 2

58/8p.3

58/Sp .4
58/5p+5
58/8p+6
58/8p.7

58/Sp.8
58/8p+9

58/8p. 10
58/8pe11

58/Sp.12
58/8pe 13

58/Sp. 14
58/Spa 16

58/Sp 17

FAO/ 58/ 11/8722

Guaranteed or Minimum Price Schemes for Farm
- Products in New Zealand

Txtension Services in New Zealand

Government of Ceylon Report to the Food and
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations
for 1955 = 1957

Agrarian RBeform in Ceylon

Ueylon's utice Production Program

Ceylon's Guaranteed Price Sohewme

Opening Address by the Minister of Agrioulture and
Forestry of Japan, His Ixcellency Kunio Miura

New Long Rarige Beconomio Dlon of wapan |(FY 1958 4 T¥ 1962)-
Report of the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Committee

Contributing Factors in the 1957 Bumper Rice Crop -
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Government of
Japan

Pakistan Report to the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations foxr 1955 - 1957

The Tnfluence of Nutritional and EBconomic Factors on
the Future Pattern of Asian Diets -~ Ceylon

Agricultural Credit in Ceylon —~ Rural Indebtedness

A Report of Progress Achieved by the Ministry of
Agriculture during the Period Januvary 1955 to
Docember 1957 ~ Ministry of Agriculture, Federation
of Malaya

U.35, Report to FAO

Annual Report of the Govermment of Thailand

A Brief Note on the Campaign for Japanese Method
of Paddy Cultivation in India

The Home Living Improvement Ingtitute - Japan
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Papers Submitted by Delcgations (Cont'd)

FRERC 58/Sp.ﬁ8 Contribution of the Corn Breeding in Japan

FERC 58/Sp.19 Nutrition in Relation to Food and Agricultural
Policy - Thailand

FERG 58/Sp.20 National Report o $he FAO, 1955-57,¢India;

FERC 58/Sp.21 Address by Mre. Koshichi Uyeno, Vice Minister of

International Trade and Industry at the
Agricultural Implement and Machine Exhibition -
6 October 1958

FERC 58/Sp.22 ‘ Thc Fighing Industry in{Ceylon (Mechanizgtion)”
FERC 58/Sp.23 Agricultural Extension Work in Japan
FERC'BB/Sp.24 An Bvaluation of Philippine Agrarian Reforms

" FERC 58/Sp.25‘ Commonwealth of Australia and the Territory of

Papua and New Guinea Report to the FAO of the
U ~ 1955, 56 and 1957

" FERC 58/Sp.26  Report of the Agricultural Progress for 1955-4937
Korea
PFERC 58/Sp.27> Organization of Extension Services Adapted to Local

Conditions ~ Philippines

FAO/58/11/8722
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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANTIZATTON
OF THE UNITED NATTICNS Annex 3

Ligt of Technical Mectings and Treining Centers
Convened by FAO in the Region Since the
Previous Regional Conference in 1956

AGRICULTURE

1e International Rice Commission; Tokyo, October 1958

2e Farm Machinery Training Center, Ceylons, 1956

3 Watershed Management Development Center (jointly with Forestry
Division), India, 1957

4 Regional Development Centre on Land Settlement Policies and
Problems, Ceylon, late in 1958 (coming)

5e FParm Management Development Center, Tokyo, 1956

6 FParm Management Development Center, New Delhi, India, 1957

Te Farm Menagement Development Center, National Center with
participants invited from Cambodia and Laos, to be held
in Viet~Nam, late in 1958 (coming)

8. International Rice Commission Working Party on Soll Fertility
and the ad hoc group on Soil, Water, Plant Relatilonships,
held at Vercelli, Italy, 1957

9. International Rice Commission Working Party on Rice Breeding,
Vercelli, Thtalys 1957

10, National Training Centers on Rice Improvement and Production,
with FAO collaboration, held in 1958 in Indonesia, Viet~Nam,
Burma, and Pakistan

11 FAO/OIE Meeting on Epizootic Diseases of Livestook, Tokyo,

' ‘Deceuboer 1956 -

12, Informal Meeting on Rinderpest, (India and Pakistan paxticipating)
Wew Delhi, April 1957

13.. Meeting on Bovine Pleuropneumonisa, (at which 2 countries from
Far Fast attended) Sudan, February 1957

14 Meeting on International Milk Standards, Rome, September 1958

PA0/58/11/8722
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Veterinary Training Center, Copenhagen, Denmark, 1957
Dairy Production Training Center, Copenhagen, Denmark, 1958

Rinderpest Vaccine Production, National Training Center, Lahore,
Pakistan, late 1958 (oomingB K

Agricultural Extension, Training Study Tour 1957

Agricultural Ixtension, Training Center, Los Banos, Philippincs

1958

Conference of Asian Statisticlang held jointly with ECAFE for -
the preparation of a 1960 world agriculiural census program -
April 1957, Bangkok

Regional Training Center on Censuses, held jointly with U.N,
Septembor 1958, Tokyo

FAO/ECAFE Cenmtre on Policles to Support and Stabilize
Agricultural Prices and Incomes in Asia and the Far Fast,
Maroh/April 1958, Wew Delhi

ECAFE/FAO Working Party on Beonomic Development and Planning
in Asia and the Far Basts The Agricultural Sector,
Septembor 1957, Bangkok

Proparatory Working Party on Coconut and Coconut Products,
January 1957, Colombo

Group on Coconut and Coconut Produoﬁsg Menila, October 1958
(ooming)

Seventh Session of Indo-Pacific Fisheries Council, Bandung, 1957

PAO Indo~Pacific Training Centre in Fishery Cooporatives and
Administration, Auvstralia, December 1957 ~ January 1958
(following from recommendation of the Indo~Pacific Fisheries
Council and of tho Third FAO Regional Conference for Asia and
the Far Bast, Bandung, 1956)

FA0/58/11/8722
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FAO Training Centre on Rastrelliger Research Methodology,
Bangkok, October=iovember 1958 (following recommendation of
ITndo=Pacific Fisheries Council) (coming)

Bighth Session of FAO Indo~Pacific Figheries Council, Colombo,
Decembor 1958 (coming)

Fourth Scesion of the Asia~Pacific Forestry Commigsion, Bandung,
June 1957

Second Sgssion of Tealk Sub-Commiwssion, Bandung, Junc 1957

Development Centre on Watershed Mapagenment, Hazsribagh, India,
February 1957 :

Training of Forest Workers and Foroest Working Techniques,
Kaghmir, India, Cold Season, 1958 (coming)

Fourth Mocting of the FAQ/WHO Futrition Committee for South
and Bast Asia, Tokyo, Japan, October 1956

Firgt Technical Meelbing in Home Economics for South and Hast
hLsia, Tokyo, Japan, October 1956

PAO/UNICEF School Focding Seminar for South and East Asia,
Tokyo, Japan, November 1958 {(coming)

FAO/58/11/8B722














