FAO LIBRARY AN: 448793

Report of the

SIXTH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE

FOR ASIA AND THE FAR EAST
M

Kuala Lumpur, Federation of Malaya‘,w 15-29 September 1962

- FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS



FAO LIBRARY AN: 448793


CORRIGENDUL

In reading the recommendations p. 71, with the exception of
the first two lines, should be taken immediately after p. 69,



REPORT
of the
SIXTH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE
for

ASIA AND THE FAR EAST

KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYA

1529 September 1962

Food and Agriculiure Orgenization of the United Nations
Rome, ltaly

28095/E



-

CONTENTS

I. INTRODUCTION

THE WORK OF FAO IN ASIA AND THE FAR RAST AND THE FOOD AND
AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

I1. TRENDS AND OBJECTIVES IN THE WORK OF FAQO IN ASIA AND THE
FAR EAST =~ Statement by the Director—General

IIY. REVIEW OF THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE SITUATION IN THE REGION

GENERAL, POLICY QUESTIONS OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN
THE REGION

IV. AGRICULTURAL DEVELOFMENT PLARNING

(a) Commodity implications of current national plans in
the light of world outlook with special reference
to trade problems and economic growth in the region

(p) Other major problems being encountered in the planning
of agricultural development

(¢c) The problems of statistical datae in planning
(d) Effective use of external assistance

i) fechnical cooperation programs

ii) World Food Program

V. FREEDOM~FROM-~HUNGER CAMPATGN IN RELATION TO DEVELOPMENT
ARD THE WORLD FOOD CONGRESS

VI, INCREASING GRAIN LEGUMES AND VEGETABLE PRODUCTION FOR
BETTER HUMAN NUTRITION

VII. THE ROLE OF INTEGRATED LAND AND WATER DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING IN ACCELERATING ECONOMIC PROGRESS

Vili. THE ROLE OF SUPERVISED CREDIT IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMS

IX. [THE DEVELOPMENT OF LIVESTOCK INDUSTRIES IN THE FAR BAST

14

19

23

24

26

27

30

32

34
35



-3y -

SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES OF FAO IN THE REGION NOT DEALT WITH
ELSEWHERE WHICH REQUIRE CONFERENCE GUIDANCE OR GOVERNMENT

ACTION

X. REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN ON RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FIFTH

REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR ASIA AND THE FAR EAST

X1. FOREST RESOURCES AND ECONOMIC DEVELOTMENT

XII. ORGANIZATION OF FISHERY RESEARCH IN RELATION TO

DEVELOPMENT

XIII. REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE FAO/ECAFE AGRICULTURE DIVISION

XIV.  AGRICULTURAL INFORMATION

xv. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF FAOQ IN THE REGION

XVI. POLICY IMPLICATIONS OF REPORTS, MEETINGS AND STUDLES

(a)
(b)

(c)
(a)
(e)

(£)

Eighth Session of the International Rice Commission

First Session of the Regional Working Party on
Farm Management

Pifth and Sixth Sessions of the CCP Consultative
Sub—Committee on the Economic Aspects of Rice

Fourth Session of the FAO Group on Coconut and
Cooconut Products

TAQO International Conference on Figh Meal and the
FADO International Conference on Fish in Nutrition

Food Legisglation Seminar

CONCLUDIEG ITEM

XVII. FUTURE ORIENTATION OF FAO'S WORK IN THE REGLON

MNEX T 1IST OF PARTICIPANTS
ANNEX 11X AGENDA

ANNEX I11 LIST OF WORKING PAPERS
ANNEX IV

BECOMMENDATIONS ADDRESSED TO MEMBER GOVERNMENTS
ANRD FAO

37
38

42
44
45
46
48

50

52
62

64

66



I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Sixth FAO Rogional Conference for Asia and the Far East was held at Kuala
Lumpur, Federation of Malaya, from 15 to 29 September 1962. Member Governments
represented were:

dustralia Malaya
Burma Netherlanda
Ceylon New Zealand
France Pakistan
India Philippines
Indonesia Thailand
Japan United Kingdom
Korea United States of America
Laos Viet Nanm
2. The following organizations were represented:

United Nationa

éUnited Nations Technical Assistance Board

United Nations Special Fund

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
World Health Organization

and the following Organization was represented by an observer:
World Veterans Federation

3. A full list of the names of the participants is given in Annex I of this
report.

4. The Director~General opened the Conference by expressing his warm appreciation
to the Government of Malays for the excellenit arrangements made for the Conference.
He drew attention to the successful efforts of the Government in knitting together
peoples of different cultural, racial and religious creeds intc a new nation noted
for ites tolerance and hospitality. He referred to Malaya's rich natural and human
resources and said that in spite of a higher standard of iiving than that enjoyed by
many of its neighbours, Malays shared with them & number of problems in the field of
food and agriculturs, the orucial ones being chronic malnutrition, lagging
productivity and trade in tropical products.

5e In welooming the delegetes to Kuala Lumpur, His Excellency, Tungku Abdul Rahman,
the Prime Minister of the Federation of Malaya, who inaugurated the Conferences,
observed that, as a staunch supporter of the activities of the United Nations family,
the Oovernment of Malaya was particularly proud of being host to the Sizth FAO
Regional Conference for Asia and the Far East. He reminded the delegatea of the
noble objectives of FAO designed to raise the levels of nutrition and the living
gtandards of rural people all over the world by improving agriculiural production and
the distribution of food. He then referred to a few measures his own Oovernment wus
pursuing with similar objsctives with regard to the Malayan people. In his view,

the stabilization of commodity prices, diversification of agriculture, and a fair
price both to the producer and to the consumer of food were essential factors in
stepping up production to meet the needs of the inoreasing population in the region.
He stiressed the importamce, in a rapidly changing world, of nations working together
for human betterment, and expressed his firm conviction that FAO had proved itself a
moat valuable international instrument for men and nations to work together on common
problems. In conclusion, the Prime Minister touched upon the favourable developments
in the formation of the Federation of Malaysia which would enable his Government to
make a greater contribution than hitherto to the economic and social progress of the
ragion,



6, On behalf of FAO and the delegates present, Mr. Ahsan-ud-Din, FAO Regional
Representative for Asia and the Far Bast, thanked the Prime Minister for his warm
welcome. He touched upon the agricultural and mineral resources of Malaya and
referred to the scope offered by modern science and technology in the more efficient
exploitation of such resources, particularly in forestry and fisheries. He pointed
out that FAC could cooperate with the Government of Malaya in achieving these
ohjectives.

7. Following the inaugural ceremony, His Excellency Abdul Aziz bin Ishak, Minister
of Agriculture and Cooperatives for the Federation of Malaya, was unanimously elected
as Chairman. The Confersnos also elected all the Heads of Delegations as Vice-
Chairmen.

8. The Chairran thanked the meeting for his election which he considered ag a
great honour done to him and to his country. He stressed the importance of FAQ
Regional Conferences as not only providing a forum for an exchange of ideas on agri-
cultural and economic development measures but also by serving as a constant reminder
of the wide gap between food production and food requirements, particularly in the
developing countries. While stressing the need for greater efforts to increase food
production he pleaded for a fair deal for the farmer who, while working againat
tremendous odds, was making a great contribution to his country's economy. He
referred in appreciative terms to FAO policies, under the leadership of Dr. B.R. Sen,
and to the active and dynamic role played by the Organization in improving the
economic and scoial well=heing of peoples all over the world. In particular he cited
the Freedom~from~Hunger Campaign and the World Food Program az two positive steps
taken in the right direction.

9. Ag its first order of business the Conference adopted the agenda as shown as
Annex 1T of this report.

10. A list of the working papers placed before the Conference is given in Annex III
of this report.



THE WORK OF FAO IN ASTA AND THE FAR EAST AND THE
FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

II. DRENDS AND OBJECTIVES IN THE WORK OF FAO IN
ASTA AND THE FAR FAST

Statement by the Director—General

11. The Director-General observed that the Conference was meeting at a time when

there was a now awareness all the world over of the problems of the developing

countries and of the importance of facing up to those problems boldly and constructively,
Consequently, a heavy responsibility devolved on every participant at the Conference

to find ways and means for providing a swiftly increasing population with enough food,
shelter and clothing to ensure a tolerable standard of life.

Agriculture Situation

12.  The Director-General observed that the Governments of the region had continued
to direct considerable efforts towards inoreasing the productivity of agriculture with
notable success. Agricultural production had been increasing at an average rate of
about 3 per cent per annum. In the 1960/61 crop year when seasonal conditions were
favourable production reached a new record for the region. In 1961/62 when the
weather was not so favourable it was not possible to do anything more than hold
production at about the same level as in the preceding year.

FPood Production

13. Food production had on the average been increasing about one per cent per year
faster than population. Viewed against food consumption levels, however, there was
no room for complacency. While in terms of calories there had been appreciable
improvement in the diets of many millions of people in the region, the quality of the
average person’s food comsumpiion was still grogsly inadequate, and malnutrition
remained widespread. It was obvious that although commendable progress had been
made, further vigorous efforts were needed to achieve the goal of an adequate food
consunption level for all people in the region.

Trade Progpects

4. The region's exports of agricultural products had continued their upward trend
in volume. With variations in individual commodities in many instances, however,
the gains in the volume of exports had been offset by lower prices. Although the
total volume of agricultural exports from ihe region increased by about 7 per cent
between 1951 and 1961, foreign exchange earnings had actually declined. When
measured againsi their purchasing power for manufactured goods, prices of which had
been rising, the larger exports in 1961 would purchase 10 per cent less than in 195%9.
This obviously had serious lmplications for economic development programs, for which
foreign exchange was usually a critical factor. Unfortunately the situation was not
likely to register any improvement in 1962.

Imports versus Exports

15. The Director-General pointed out that since the laast Conference a development

of far-reaching importance had been the change in the status of the region from that

of a net exporter of agricultural products to that of a small net importer. The food
exporting countries of the region had increased their shirments considerably since the
war, but imports of foodstuffs from outside the region (some on aspecial terms) had also
increased at a faster rate. Imports of agricultural raw materials had also gone up
with advances in industrialization in the region and by 1960 countries of the region
accounted for about one—quarter of total world imports of such productis.



Apriculture in Economic Development

16. Having outlined recent trends in agriocultural production, food congumption and
trade, the Director—General went on to examine those trends in the perspective of the
populations affected. There were some 910 million people in the region, excluding
Mainland China, of whom some 70 per cent earned their living from the land.  There
could be no doubt therefore that the key to the problem of economic development of
countries in the region lay in agriculture, & fact which must never be overlooked.
This was also true of the over 16 million people in Oceanie who earned their living
mainly from agriculture.

Population and Food

17. The Director—General referred to a study recently made which showed that 10 to
15 per cent of the world's population, or 300 to 500 million people, suffered from
active hunger, that is, lack of sufficient food, while another 1,000,000,000 suffered
from malnutrition or diet deficiencies. With the high rates of population growth in
the developing reglions over the last decade {(between 2 and 2.5 per cent per apnum)
and expected to increase further (2.5 to 3 per cent) during the current decade, there
could well be a doubling of the population in Africa, a trebling in Latin America,
and an increase in the Par Bast and Near East by two and a half itimes by the end of
the century. At such a rate of population growth, world food supplies would need to
be doubled by 2000 A.D. simply to maintain the current inadequate levels of nutrition.
In many of the underdeveloped regions 1t would have to be trebled to provide only a
moderate improvement,

18. The magnitude and gravity of the situation, therefore, called for urgent attention.
Eitber developing countries faced up to it with all the material and technical resources
&t their disposal or it would worsen and reach the "explosion" stage. Whait was needed,
therefore, in the short term was a careful hushanding of available resources and their
planned utilization.

Development Planning

19. The Director—General observed that an essential condition for success, whether
in the wse of domestic resources or foreign aid, was planning. He was glad to find
that almost 211 countries of the region had adopted plans for expanding agriculiural
production as an integral part of their economic development progrem. Naturally,
plans in the field of agriculture should be integrated with plans for broad economic
development, since the two were inseparable. Indeed, agriculiure, which provided
smployment for the bulk of the population and which should provide also the resources
on which improvements must be based, should be the cormerstone of all economic
development. ‘

20. In order to achieve an annual growth rate of 5 per cent in the gross national
produet - the minimum increase required - agricultural production must increase at the
rate of 4 to 4.5 per cent per annum. VWhilst this figure was certainly higher than
the current level of expansion in several countries, it was below that achieved in
some, and was within the capacity of all, Agricultural plans framed by countries of
the region should be guided by this target figure which took into account the population
trends in the region. The Dirsctor—General reminded the delegates that having regard
to the lmporitence attaching to planning, a nunber of agenda items were devoted to the
sevaral ‘aspects of planning, including the need for securing people's cooperation in
framing national plans; the use of statistics as a basis for planning; +the intro~
duction of nutritional considerations into national plans, and some commodity
implications of current national planas. He underlined the great importance FAO
attachod to the establishment of an Asian Institute of Bconomic Development and assured
- the Conference that FAO would taeke an active and continuing interest in the institute
when it was established.
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21. The Director—General stressed the fact that the main developmental effort must

be a national one, which should utilize in a planned program all the available resources,
including multilateral aid channelled through international sgencies. He cited some
figures on external aid provided to the region during the past six years under EPT4A,
Special Fund and other programs. Referring to the steadily increasing volume of aid

he said that viewed against the background of needs, this no doubt appeared small, but
the special gignificance of such programs was that they served as a catalyst for national
developmental efforts, fostered the sharing of technical skills, and provided facilities
for training.

Freoodom—from—Hunger Campaign

22. The great significance of the Freedom~from-Hunger Campaign launched in 1960 was
that it brought the problems of hunger, food and agrioculture into sharp focus in
relation to economic and social development. Por the developing countries, the central
message of the Campaign was that, for the firet time in history, it was within the

vower of mankind to benish hunger. Many countries of the region had formed Campaign
committees. The Director—General expressed the hope that these committess would take

& leading part in bringing the mesesage of the Campaign to their peoples, recognizing
that improvements must flow from enlightened public opinion and public support.

World Food Congress

23. The Director-General reported that the World Food Congress would be held in
Washington in June next year at the midpoint of the Freedom—from-Hunger Campaign.

This was intended to help in the effort to ensure the identity of both purpose and
method between the public and the private groups within each country. The Congress
was to be so designed as to highlight the world objectives of the Campaign, to discover
gaps in knowledge and point to directions requiring greater efforts.

Development Decade

?24. The Director—General referred io a resolution of the Gereral Assembly designating
the 1960's as the Decade of Development, and calling upon Member States to intensify
their efforts in order to achieve self-sustaining economic growth. Agricultural
development had a basic importance in the Development Decade ideology, and FAO's main
contribution in this field would be through inocreased emphasis on the objectives of the
Freedom~from—~Hunger Campaign which was a re-dedication to the aims of the Organization
itself.

Intexrnational Rice Commisgion

25. Turning to the technical items on the agenda, the Director—Gemeral briefly dealt
with the important findings of the International Rice Commission and its Working Party
on Enginecering Aspects of Rice Froduction which bad held their meetings prior to the
Conference. One important conclusion arrived at independently at various meetings

wap the need for improved nutrition. This would have to be achieved in different ways,
one of the most important being through the diversification of agricultural production.
Emphagig on rice production should therefore be loocked at in the context of bettier
nutritional standards.

Nutrition

26. In order to be of amsistance to Govermments, FAO had joined forces with UNICEF
in promoting programs in the field of expanded nutrition through such measures as
school gardens, fish ponds, and improved supplies of milk and milk products. Covern~
ments, however, needed to give serious consideration to the possibilities presented by
those programs to see how they could draw the maximum benefit from them now and in the
future, They also had responsibility %o see that in the context of nuiritional needs
agricultural diversification found an important place in all national planning.



Pigheries

27. Special importance was attached to Fisheries development in the region. It was an
important source of food and nutrition for millions of people, while providing gainful
employment for tens of thousands. The possibilities were vast, but only a few
countries bad availed themselves. Econgmy and care were .called for in the use of
respources of trained personnel and facilities. External aid should be sought in
providing the highly trained persomnel and costly equipment required for the survey of
large ocean areas. International cooperation was needed and the Director-—Genseral
strongly urged govermments to seek ways and means of strengthening the activities of
the Indo-Pacific Figheries Council to this end.

Foreatry

28. The Director—General recalled that the previous Reglonal Conference had devoted
much time to a consideration of ike xeorientation of national forest policies in
relation to requirements, based on the conclusions reached by the Asia~FPacific Forestry
Commission after reviewing the joint FAO/ECAFE study “"Timber Trends and Prospects in
the Apia—Pacific Region", and the findings of the Tokyo Conference on Pulp and Paper
Development in Apia and the Far Bast. The situation which existed in the region as

a whole, and in most of the individual countries, was a low level consumption, an
underdeveloped pulp and paper and other forest industries, a rapid poteniial growth

in future requirements, and a high and growing cost of net imports of forest products,
despite the rich forest wealth of many areas of the regiom.

29. Since then the Asia~Pacific Forestry Commission had completed an appraisal of
special national reports of member countries on a reconsideration of the problems of
wood supplies and requirements, and of measures being taken %o ensure a sound develop—
ment of forestry and forest industries. All recent studies had pointed out the lack
of sufficiently comprshensive statistical data, which should be remedied.

Fertilizers

30, In enhancing agricultural production in Agia and the Far East region, - .
fertilizers had played an ever—increasing role. It was more and more realized that
the efficient use of fertilizers could be a major factor in inereasing crop production
agpecially if usged in combination with other improved practices. '

31. During the decade 1951~1961 the use of fertilizers in terme of plant nutrients
hed more than doubled in the rogion (1 million metric tons to almost 2.5 million metric
tona). Japan accounted for the greatest proportion of the increase (nearly 1,100,000
metric tong or 75 per cent of the total increase), although a few other cowntries,
particularly India (225,000 metric tons), Pakistan (90,000 metric tons), and Taiwan
China (65,000 metric tonn), had also considerably increased their use of fertilizers.
Still greater efforte would need to be exerted in the immediate future, in the light

of eatimated requirements for the region.

Trained Pergonnel

3z, The Director-General emphasized that to ensure success invesiment measures must
be supported by strong, active and progressive institutions, particularly training and
regearch ingtitutes,. Such institutes must be developed where they did not exist,
atrengthened where they did, and encouraged in every way to make available the trained
manpower needed for agricultural development.

Agrarian Reform and Training

33. The Director—GBeneral reminded the delegates that the Tenth Session of the FAO
Conference in 1959 gave him a mandate to initiate the establishment of an Agrarian
Research and Training Institute in the region. Both then, and at the last Regional
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Conference in 1960, there had been strong and unanimous support for the establishment

of the Institute, and several governments had offered to serve as host. After careful
consideration he had accepted the offer of the Government of the Federation of Malaya,
and FAO apsisted in the preparation of a request to the United Nations Special Fund.

He reported with satisfaction that the Thirty-fourth Session of the Economic and Social
Council had given strong support to programs of land reforms, laying particular emphasis
on the establishment of Agrarian Research and Training Institutes of the type recommended
by FAO Conferences, which he thought should provide furtber encouragement for the
establishment of the proposed Institute for Asia and the Far Basgt.

Appiculiural Credit

34. The Director-Qeneral then referred to agriculiural credit as a vital need of
small farmers in the region. Some countries had already carried out extensive surveys
on the subject, while others had been contemplating to underteke such surveys assisted
by a recent FAO publication entitled "The Methodology of Agricultural Credit Surveys".
He underlined the need for developing a sound system for channelling credit to small
farmers in order to step up farm production. Cooperative organizations had proved %o
be of great help towards that end and should be freely used, but efforts must at the
same time be made to ensure that the personnel employed were well trained. In 1963
FAC would be organizing a regional centre on institutions for supplying credit to
faxmers.

World Food Program

35. The Director-General briefly apprised the delegates of the results achieved at
the World Food Program Pledging Conference he had attended in New York. Funds and
commodities had been pledged by Hember Nations for carrying out this 100 million
dollar experimental program under the joint auspices of the UN and FAO, and there was
unmigtakable evidence of support from public opinion in the donor countries. There
wag indeed no real surplus of food in the world, and the Director-General thought that
the Program would expand in future as its role in the economic and social development
field became clearer as a result of the experience gained. It was for govermments to
find ways and means of cooperating with the World Food Program in using food, amongst
other things, as an 2id to economic and social development, particularly for labour—
intensive and rural welfare projects.

The Future Tasgk

36. The Director—General concluded by reminding the delegates that plans and efforts
o increase food supplies muet comprehend the fact that at current rates of population
growth,there would be in Asia and the Far Easst region alone by the year 2000 A.D. more
people than there were in the entire world at the time of the Conference. That was
the measure of the task shead and ths stupendous challenge 1o nations. Member Nations
must not, and indeed dare not, fail to make the earth and the vast oceans and seas
yield their full bounty so that man might be free from the fear of hunger and want.



I1I. REVIEW OF THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE SITUATION
IN THE REGION

37. The Conference reviewed the current and prospective food and agriculiure situation
in the region, as it appeared in a general analysis prepared by the FAO secretariat
(document FERC 62/2), and from more detailed information on the situation in individual
countries provided by delegates. The review made it clear that determined efforis

were being made to develop the agricultural resources of the region, but that accelerated
progress was needed to meet the ever increasing requirements for food for a rapidly
growing population and to ameliorate the unsatisfactory nutritional status of a majority
of the people in the reglon. An integrated approach toward agricultural development
within the framework of overall economic plans was generally accepted as the dbest
approach,

Agricultural Production

38. Agricultural output in the region ;/ had continued to make forward strides since
the last Regional Conference. Large gains were made in the 1960/61 crop year, but
less favourable weather in 1961/62 resulted in little, if any, additional progress

for the region as a whole, Some concern was expressed that the advances had bsen
made principally in graing, sugar and oilseeds, while the production of animal protein
foodg did not seem to be keeping up with population growth. The region's production
of rice may have declined slightly in 1961/62, but wheat production had continued to
climb. Record grain crops were reported by the delegates of Korea, Pakistan and the
Philippines, and Thailand also had a better than average rice crop, but those in Burma,
Japan and Vietnam were not as large as in the preceding year.

19. The production of commercial crops also showed general increases in almost all
countries in 1961/62. The main exceptions were statlec or declining coconut production
in Malaya and the Philippines. Sugar production in the region had been maintained at
the previous year's level, while tea, jute and rubber production showed substantial
increages. The cotion orop was, however, not so fawvourable.

40. Total agricultural production in Japan increased in both 1960 and 1961, but

vhile oubput generally followed the pattern of expanding demand, it was insufficient

to matlsfy increased consumer purchasing powar for some producta. Consequently prices
rose, particularly for fruit, vegetables and milk, Agricultural income per household
had registered a 13 per cent increase in 1961, bui was still well below those in other
ocoupations.

41. At the time of the Regional Conference, little was known as yet about crop
prospects for the 1962/63 crop year. A serious drough% had occurred in May and June

in Korea, but active meagures had been taken to counteract its effects and a harvest
slightly above average was oxpected. Rice production in the Philippines was also likely
to increase despite typhoon damage as much replanting bhad been carried out wherever
necessary. Sugar production was also expected to be higher.

Food Consumption and Futrition

42,  Although the average per capub intake of calories had almost reached the pre-war
level in most couniries in recent years, there had been litile noticeable improvement
in the quallty of the diet. As the production of animal products had generally shown
little increase except in Japan, the consumption of animal probein as well as of other
protective fuods remained far below requirements.

43. The United States delegate reported on a World Food Budget made by his Government.
It indicated that only one-third of the world's population had a nutritionally adequate
diet, and most of these people lived in temperate zones. For the other two-thirds,

whioh lived generally in semi~tropical and tropical areas, projections to 1962 and 1966

1/ Exeluding Oceanie end Mainlend Chins
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indicated consumption would roughly fall short of nutritional reguirements in animal
protein equivalent to 1.5 million tons of non~fat dry milk, in pulse protein equivalent
to 150,000 tons of dry peas and beans, in fat equivalent to 3 million tons of vegetable
oil, and in other protein and calories equivalent to 29 million tons of wheat. The
world food problem centred in the Far East which (excluding Mainland China) had two-
thirds of the wheat shortage and nearly one-helf the animel and pulse protein shortage.

44, The agricultuxal development plens of most countries of the region focused
attention on diversification of agricuiture, with & view to Jmproving nutrition through
increased production of livestock, livesiock products, oil seeds, fruits and vegebablea.
Por example, the present development plan of Thailand placed increased emphasis on
production of other crops like legumes, vegetables, fruits. India ained at providing
a balanced diet through the increased production of those protective foods aa well as
fish, eggs, etc. Malaya had given priority for production of more pouliry, exgm,
goats and awine to provide more animal protein in the diet and dairy colonises had heen
started in a small way. Many governments planned to increase fisgh production, both
inland and marine, fto provide more animal protein in the diet. India bad developed
protein~rich foods from oil meals and promoilon of this product was being undertaksn
under the Freedom~from-Hunger Campaign.

45, The UNLSCO representative mentioned the cooperation with FAO in the field of
training teachers in nutrition and home economics. The representative of WHO gave
a detailed account of the activities of the Joint FAO/WHO Nutrition Committee wnder
which joint projects had been underteken for the prevention of nutritional deficienc;
diseases and nutrition education.

46, However, the general putrition situation in the reglon had not improved.
Although malnutrition might be due mainly 1o economic reasons, lack of nutrition
education algo played an important role.

International Trade in Apricultural Products

47. Meny delegates expressed concern at the continuwing decline in the terms of trade
for agricultural products, which was affecting Member Countries in Oceania as well as
in Agia. Prices of agricultural commodities, the principal source of foreign exchange
of counivies of the rogion, were falling while the need for capital and other goods

for development was lncreazing. These developments made even more necessary an
increass in the efficiency of agricultural production and a lowering of production
cogts in order to meet better the very competitive conditions in world commodity
markets, as noted by the delegates of Australia, New Zealand and the Philippines.

48, The delegates of Ceylon and Indonesia pointed out that population snd the demand
per caput for food were also inoreasing, which gave an added impetus to efforts to
come closer to self~sufficiency because otherwise the need for increasing food imports
night threaten further their slready difficult foreign exchange positions. It was a
tragic irony that achlevement of greater self-sufficiency by food lmporting countries
might have adverse effecta on the food exporting cowntries of this region.

49, Problems of imternational trade are discuused in greater detall inm the next
chapter of the report. The statement of the delegate of Indonesia that the rapidly
doveloping technology of the more developed countries was being devoied in part to
finding synthetics and substitutes for agrioultursl productes should, however, be
specially noted. He felt it would be desirable for such technology ¢ be concentrated
more on discevering new uses for such produots, and suggested that 2 technological
research ingtiiute might be established in the region for this purpose by the TN =znd
FAO,

Agricultural Development Plans and Policies

50, Plaoning for agricultural development, usually in the context of overall economic
plaus, hed been adopted by all of the less—developed countries of the region, and some
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of the other countries as well. Since the last Regional Conference, new plans had
been announced or implementation begun by Bhutan, Burma, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Japan,
Korea, Laos, the Federation of Malaya, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore,
Taiwan, Thailand and Vieit-Nam. Agriculture had a prominent place in all the plans,

in many cases more so than previously. All less~developed countries of the region
had more or less the same problems as pointed ouit by the delegate of Ceylon: a shortage
of capital and foreign exchange resources, population pressure, low levels of income
and investment, & dearth of people trained in the technical skills needed to apply

the fruits of modern science and technology, a heavy dependence of the economy on
agriculture (especially to earn foreign exchange), and problems of unemployment or
wnder-employment. An increase in the efficiency of agriculture was basic for economic
development.

51. Some of the main themes which ran through the statements of most delegations ag
an indication of the type of development programs now being planned and implemented
in the region were:

i) Technical measures to increase production and raise productivity

52. There was general agreement that considerable research, agricultural education,
and extension of the results to farmers were needed if better methods of agriculiural
production were to be put into practice in the countries of the region. This was
particularly difficult because of the multitude of very small farmers who produced
the bulk of the food of the region, as pointed out by the delegate of Ceylon.
Research was under way in many countries to discover or adapt improved technical
measures to local conditions and to reduce costs of production. For example, it was
reported that a soil survey in North Borneo had discovered extensive tracts of fertile
s0il in the eastern part of the country whickh were 1little used for agriculture, while
there was a concentration of population in the northern part on poorer soil. A
program was therefore under way to move farmers to the more fertile area. A soil
fortility survey was also to be made in Ceylon.

53. Almost every delegate reported increased activity in research to raise the
productivity of food and other crops, as well as of livestock products. Agricultural
education was also undergoing rapid expansion in many countries. For example, India
had already established one agriculitural university in each of three states and planned
to expand this to one in each of all fifteen states by the end of the decade. Pakigtan
had algo et up two rural universities. Equally as important was the training of
technicians and field staff to carry the results of research to the farmers. There
was a great need to coordinate the efforts at all levels, from the central research

and plan formulating agencies to the districts and villages, as mentioned by the
delegates of Burma and Indonesia. Associations of faimers at the village level were
being encouraged in Thailand to serve as a point of contact for exitension workers,
while in India the Community Development organization was concentrating on promoting
the adoption of improved agriocultural practices. In Pakistan, the newly created
Agricultural Development Corporations, one in each wing of the country, were %o
mobilize resources for intensive efforts to improve production, provision to farmers

of services and supplies, and marketing.

54 The research on and distribution of improved seeds and other improved planting
materials to raise productivity was an important part of the sgricultural programs of
almost all countries of the region. Several countries, including Burma, Ceylon, the
Philippines and Thailand, reported that subsidies were used as a means of hastening

the widespread adoption of better sesd. A hybrid veriety of rice had been developed
in Ceylon which gave much higher yields besides responding to fertilizers. In Rorth
Borneo, a technique had been developed which permitted rubber trees to be tapped one
ysar earlier than had previously been possible. Replanting programs with high yielding
stock were under way in a number of countries, for example, rubber, tea and coconuts.
This had in some cases resulted in a temporary drop in a country's production of rubber
for exemple, ar old stock was uprooted, but am the new irees came into bearing much
higher yields end production were expeciod.



55. Considerable emphasis was placed by many countries on improving soil fertility
ag a means of raising output. This included not only plens for a much greater use
of chemical fertilizers on foed and commercial crops, sometimes under subsidies as in
Burma, Ceylon, Malaya and the Philippines. Greater use would also be made of manure
and compost, and of green manure crops in some countries.

56. Greater exploitation and more efficient use of both surface and ground water for
irrigation were included in the agricultural plans of meny countries, including Burme,
Ceylon, India, Xorea, the Federation of Malaya, Pakistan and Thailand. One important
fact was the full use of potential irrigation facilities already created, which, as
the delegate of India pointed out, farmers were sometimes slow to adopt. As water
was often a limiting factor on production in the region, it was important to put
available supplies to the most efficient use. Research and training of cultivators
in better use of water was an important aspect of the development program of Malsya,
while flood control had a prominent place in Thailand's water resources program.

Land development and reclamation were given a prominent place in the programs of, for
exemple, Burma, Ceylon, Laos and Viet-Nam to provide for resettlement. This was also
important in the Federation of Malaya, where, in addition, the land under double cropping
had increased three-~fold in the lagt decade.

57« Better cultivation practices, land use and farm management were mentioned by the
delegates of Ceylon, the Federation of Malaya, India, the Philippines and Thailand.
Better farm implements, including simple machines, were expected to increase output

in India and Japan. Thege would ease the toil of farmers, and permit more timely
operations. The delsgate of Pakistan reported that two pilot schemes of mechanized
farming by smallholders on a coopsratbive basis were to be implemented.

ii) Increased diversification of production and diets

58. This wags an important and even urgent aspect of all the agricultural plans of
the region. However, changing present patterns of production was an enormous under—
taking, as stated by the delegate of Indonesia. A number of different motives for
diversifying agriculiural production (including fisheries and forestry) were put
forward. These included improving the nutritional balance of average diets, reducing
excessive dependence of the economy on one or two crops, providing fuller employment
for the rural population, increasing farm incomes, and meeting changing conditions of
demand. Barnings or savings of foreign exchange were mentioned by a number of
countries. The delegate of Ceylon pointed out that the drain on foreign exchange
resources resulting from the importation of agricultural commodities which could be
produced succezsfully in his country had acted as a severe limiting factor on the pace
of economic development.

59. The development of livestock production was mentioned by most delegates as one
important aspect of diversification. This was to he accomplished by importing or
upgrading domestic breeding animals, better disease control measures, the digtribution
to farmers of good quality livestock, the establishment of dairy colonies, provision
of more and botter animal feedstuffs, etc.

60, Better diets were also expected to result from increased production of fruits,
vegetables and pulaes, as discussed under another cheplher of the report. Dovelopment
of figheries and forestry was also of importance in meny areas, as oubtlined below.
Other agricultural products mentioned for development included fibres in Viet-~Nam,
cash crops in Korea, including sericulbure, end oil palm, tea and coffee in the
Federation of Malaya.

iii) Incentive measures and ingtitutional reforms

61. If farmers were to be expected %o increase their efforts and cash outlays to
increase and diversify production, it was essential that they should have a reasonable
expectation of gain for themgelves by so doing. This often called for the removal of
social and economic hindrances to greater production, as was pointed oul by the delegale
of Korea.
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62. A first requisite, of courée, was security for the farmers' person and property,
problems which accounted in part for the modest nature of the current agricultural
development programs of Laos and Viet-Nam.

63. A number of delegates stressed that the prompt availability of credit when
needed and on reascnable terms was of great importance to increased produciion,
particularly if new cultural practices and materials called for increased cash outlays
by farmers. However, this was quite difficult to accomplish in & region where much
of the agriculture was carried out on a multitude of very small farms. For example,
the delegate of Ceylon reported that 36 per cent of the paddy holdings in hia country
were one-balf acre or less, 44 per cent were between % and 1% acres, and only 15 per
cent were larger than 1% acres. He mentioned that a study of the Japanese system of
granting credit was likely to be of great help to his country. Various aspscis of
credit problems are discussed in more detail under another chapter.

64. Improved marketing systems were also of great importance in ensuring the
cultivator a larger. ghare of the price paid by congumers. In this region there was
a trend toward greater use of cooperatives for thia purpose. These were often of a
multi~purpose nature including credit, processing and storage facilities and services,
ags for example in Ceylon, the Federation of Malaya and India. But the numerous small
holdings mentioned above also made the implementation of a better marketing progras a
major undertaking.

65. Some assurance of a reasonable degree of price stability was consldered necessary
to provide some guarantee to farmers that prices would not drop to unremunerative
levels. The delegate of laos noted this as a particular need in his couniry. Most
countries in the region had such programs in operation for at least one, and usually
for a number of crops, while & program had recently been introduced in Japan covering
livestock products as well. Another example was the Rice and Corn Administration in
the Philippines which purchases these grains at & floor price, and sells them to
consumers when prices reach a specified ceiling. Interest was also expressed in the
erop insurance program operated in Japan, which was also operating in Ceylon and in

one state in India.

66. Various agrarian reform meagures were also being lmplemented or were under study
in a muber of countries. For example, in Japan a new law provided that agricultural
cooperatives could hold and transfer title to land, and cooperative farming was being
encouraged. A land consolidation program was also under way. In Xorea, the new
Land Beclamation Encouragement Act was intended to stimulate the farmer's desire to
expand bis holding, and included provision for a subsidy. This country had also
established 2 committee to determine what improvements were needed in the agrarian
structure.

iv) Package programs

67. The Conference heard reporis from the delegates of India and Pakistan concerning
a program under which, in selected districts, all inputs, for example, irrigation,
drainage, fertilizer, ilmproved sseds; credit, marketing, extension, eic., necessary

for increasing farm production were to be supplied to cultivators in an integrated and
intensive manner. The delegate of Pakistan supplemented an earlisr report by adding
that under the "model scheme® in his country, production in the selected digtricis

since 1960 had already shown an increase of 16 per cent in West Pakisbtan and 48 per
cont in Bast Pakistan. The delegate of Korea hoped the successful experiences with
these programs as well as wilth pilot cooperative farms in these and other countries
would provide illuminating information for his country's sftudy of the agrarian structure

v) Figheries
68. The delegations reported that considerable efforts were being made in & number

of ways to develop the fisheries vemources of the regiom, and the cateh had been
incressing. This was of marked importance in & regilon where the animal protein
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consumption of most people wams very low, and fish was acceptable to many who did not
consume other forms of animal products for religious and other reasons.

69. There was & movement in a number of countries to use mechanized craft and more
modern gear for marine fish, for example in KXorea, the Philippines, India, Pakistan,
Hong Kong and Thailand. In Ceylon and the Federation of Malaya, credit was also
provided for this purpose. Mechanization was being accomplished by installation of
outboard motors on traditional cxaft, as well as by inboard diesel engines, and the
purchase of modern craft which would permit fishing farther from the shorse. An
example of intermational cooperation was the joint fishing company formed by Japan

and Ceylon to seek tuna. The need for improved or new harbours and jetties was noted
by the delegates of Korea, Ceylon and Pakistan, smong others. Regearch on marine
fishing possibilities was also important (see item 14 of the agenda).

70. Many of these new developments reguired, of course, training of fishermen in
such skills &s navigation, the handling of modern fishing gear, motor maintenance,
fish presexrvation and storage, etec.

T1. Another resource that was being developed was inland fisheries, both by stocking
natural water resources and by fish culiure in ponds for which some governments provided
fry.

T2, There was great room for improvement in fish marketing, processing and storage.
In some countries, such as the Federation of Malaya, these activities were being
organized on & cooperative basis.

vi) Forestry

73, Many delegates stressed the contribution {that the foresiry resources of the
reglon could make to economlic development. Forestry programs in the region included
developmen’t of farm foresiry, economlic plantaticns, rehabilitation of degraded forests,
development of foresi research, nature conservancy schemes and forest protection
measures, all of which were included in the plans of India as well as e number of

other countries. The general objective was to help meet long~term requirements fox
forvest produchs, and ensure more efficient utilization of the available forest productsa.

T4. The delegutes of Korea and Pakistan noted the need for reforestation in their
countries. In the Federation of Malaya, Burma and Thailend, forest reserves were
being established or expanded. The control of shifting cultivation was a long term
tagk which, as the delegate of Laos said, required the development of a type of
agriculture new to those people. Attention was also being given to research and to
programs for upgrading existing foresis end so increasing the yields that could be
obtained from them on & sustained basis.
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GENERAL POLICY QUESTIONS OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION

IV. AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

(a) Commodity implications of current national plans in
the light of world outlook with special reference to
trade problems and economic growth in the region.

T5. The Conference recognized that at a time when each country was endeavouring to
base its economic development on a well-conceived national development plan, the item
on development plamming brought up for discussion was most timely and of immediate
interest to the countries concerned. It noted that the item dealt with a few selected
aspects of plarming and proceeded to handle each item separately.

Inter~action between national plans

6. In introducing the first aspect of development planning the Director-General
reminded the Conference of the discussions at the FPifth FAO Regional Conference held

at Saigon when the need for harmonizing national development plans in the mutual
interegts of all member countries of the region was raised at his instance. That
Conference, after some discussion on the longer~term outlook for agricultural com—
modities, had recognized that an all—out attempt in every country ic achieve national
self-gufficiency in agricultural products, important in intra—regional trade, could
have harmful effectsz on the overall economies of individual countries within the region
and on the region as a whole. It had accordingly requested the Director-General "to
meke an objective study of the development plans in the region™.

T7. The Director—General thereafter presented his study with regard to three important
commodities of the region, namely rice, sugar and oilseeds, the results of which were
briefly reported in the Conference document FERC 62/3.

718. For each of the three products the studies set out projections of production, of
total national requirements, of the consequential import requirements and export
availabilities and compared the last two. The Director—-General had also taken into
account the projections of international trade im 1970 prepared by him for the FAO
Committee on Commodity Problems.

Rice

79. The Conference noted that the Director—Ceneral's study showed that mosat of the
traditional rice importing countries in the region were planning to increase their owm
production of rice so as to reduce their imports and, in some cases, even to achieve
gelf-sufficiency in rice. At the same itime, some of the traditional rice exporting
countries were planning fo increase their production for export and were relying on
finding larger markets within the region. The Conference was apprised of the concern
of the Consultative Sub~Committee on the Economic Aspects of Rice over “the risk of
the conflicting national policies causing instability with accompanying repercussions
on the economies of exporiting countriea®.

80. The delegate of Malaya amnounced that as a result of the findings of a recent
census carried out in his country, the future import requirements of rice for Malaya
were estimated to be considerably higher than the figures available to the Director=-
General at the time when he had prepared his study. The delegate of Ceylon pointed
out that despite the efforts of his country to inorease rice production, imports of
rice were likely to be maintained for some time to come. Pakistan and the Philippines
both estimated that their countries would, on balance, be self-sufficient. Among the
traditional exporters, Burma still planned to restore her former rice average, but
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Thailand intended to increase her rice output only sufficiently to maintain the present
level of her exports. The delegate of Viet-Nam stressed the importance of rice

exports for the economy of his country where conditions were particularly favourable
for the growing of rice. Nevertheless, Viet-Nam did not plan to increase rice pPro~
duction greatly as she feared difficulties in finding export markets, partly owing to
the imports of surplus wheat from other regions on terms specially favourable to buyers.
The Conference noted that the outlook For rice would be reconsidered by the Consultative
Sub-Committee on Economic Aspects of Rice at its next session in Tokyo, starting on

14 Pebruary 1963.

Sugar

81. The Director—General's study showed that the national plans envisaged a greater
increase in the import requirements of the region than of its export availabilities.
No immediate conflict between national targets was therefore apparent for the region,
and intra~regional trade might, in fact, expand, but the situation needed to be
carefully reviewed.

82. The delegate of the Federation of Malaya explained that the probable construction
of sugar refineries in his couniry would not reduce import requirements which were,

in fact, likely to expand. The only change would be that raw sugar would be imported
by Malaya instead of refined sugar.

Ollgeeds

83. The Director—General's study indicated that for oilseeds — as for sugar -~ the
import requirements in the region were likely to rise to a greater extent than the
export availabilities of countries in the region. There was thus so far no apparent
conflict beltween the national plans within the region. -So long as governments
permitted consumption demand to be met fully by allowing unrestricted imports, intra—
regional trade might well increase.

84. The Philippine delegate siressed the great importance of the exports of oilseeds
for the economy of his country. Malaya was proposing to develop the cultivation of
oil-palms, but expected her production of copra to decrease wntil the plammed re~
habilitation of the cocorut palms could become effective.

85. The Conference noted that difficulties similar to those in prospect for rice,
might arise for jute and welcomed the news that a special inter~governmental meeting
on jute would be held in Basngkok in December 1962 under the joint auspices of FAO and
ECAPE to examine relevent aspects of jute.

Seli-gufficiency

86, The Director-CGeneral, in summing up his studies, emphasized the fallacy of basing
development policies on conventional factors in & world which was rapidly changing.
Self-sufficiency in food was a concept that needed to be reviewed in the 1light of such
changes.

871. He pointed out that "the main congideration behind the concept of self-gsufficiency
wag the need to assure the people of the basic necessities of life and to take into
account any disrupiting circumsitances such as wars, natural disasters or climatic and
other factorsg affecting production and trade", In this nuclear age, war could mean
only total destruction -~ not just of one or two countries or regions but of the world
a8 & whole. Local disturbances need pot interrupt food supplies which could be
assured by various means. For needs arising out of natural factors, the world
congcience was gufficiently alert to bring the assistance noeded and modern means of
communication made the task easier. Those conventional factors whieh in the past had
weighed with governmentis to make self-sufficiency a cardinal policy of national sconomy
therefore no longer applied. The Director—General pleaded that the United FNations
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Development Decade should be viewed in the light of such considerations and that

national planning should be reviewed broadly to meet the problems which faced the

werld in the years ahead. He also asked whether the investment each deficit country
propozed to make to step up rice production as an “all-out effort" would be commensurate
with the results to be achieved. It might be well, he said, if countries did not think
in terms of complete self-sufficiency Yat any cost" but of "“increasing rice production
only up to the point where it was economically profitable™, Beyond that point the
expansion of other more profitable crops would be in the interest of national development.
The issue also raised the question of proper land use and maximum agriculitural production
and raising "productivity" in areas suitable for maximising production instead of
extending rice cultivation to marginal land incapable of giving economic returns.

88. Vaxious delegations explained the reasons which made their governments plan for
self-gufficiency, or at least lean towards a much smaller reliance on imporis for the
basic food requirements. The delegate of Ceylon stressed that the present insecurity
of the foreign exchange earnings of primary producers was & principal factor in such
planning. The delegate of Indonesia stated that his country had saved large sums of
foreign exchange by the expansion of her rice production which had not involved any
undue capital invegiment. Pakistan emphasized the great and growing food reguirements
of the cowntry which made it very risky for her to depend on external supplies. 1
sxporting nations wished to preserve or expend their foreign markets, they should give
aggurances o their vrospective customers that export availabilities wonld be gufficiemt
to cover import requivementsy furthermore, very adequate provision would have 1o be
nmade for quality control, inspection, loading facilities and economises in shipping
costa. e delegate of Laos added the nmeed for the provision and safe-guarding of
transit facilities, if land-locked counidriss were nolt to join in the race for mell-
sufficiency. Japan stressed the need for meleciive expansion based on the changing
patterns of conswmpiion.

39. The Conference agreed that, in preparing tasir plans, couniries needed to consgidexr
carefully the extent to which the cultivation of any particular crop counld he profitably
expeanded. Thug for wice there were clearly large zreas where, owlng to scological
conditions, almost no other crop could be grown. But there were also other marginal
lands where the ocological factors were such that the cozt of growing rlce wag pro—
hikitively high and yilslds so low that the land could be 24 to greatver advantage for
other crops. The main consideration in choosing crop patierng should be Yo maximize
production by increasing productivity snd by making the begt poagible use of the scarcs
resources available, having dus regard to the diversity of the types of land and watoen
regources avallable. The diversification of agriculiural produciion, wesuliing fron
balanced and efficient use of resources, was also needed to cope with the maloubzition
which afflicted mony peopls in the region and which reguired a greater provision of
protective foods.

90, The Conference therefore sdopted the following Resolutions

RESOLUTION NO. 1/62

THE COKFERENCE

Commending the great efforta already made by Member Governments in the
implemeniation of national development plans,

Noting that these efforts, compared to desirable consumption levels, are
nevertheless still not adeqguate,

Stremsing the parvamount need to maximize agriculitural production as essential
to overall ecomomic development in the region,

Noting the resources available for ihis purpose are limited,
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Recognizing the need to make the best use possible of such scarce resourced,

Hoting the diversity of types of land and water reosources both in the region
and in each country,

Recalling the malnutrition which afflisis meny people in the region end
which calls for a greater provisiocn of protective foods,

Stregsing the need for the greatest Aiversification of agrieculiural
rroduction consistent with balanced snd efficient use of the region's
Tesources,

Yrges Member Governments to pay due regaxd %o the need to incroase
productivity through more efficient methods of production,

Regquests Member Governments to review their nabional plaonsg so as to
encourage the use of each type of land for the growing of the croosg
sconomically best suited to it.

Hermonization of national policies

91 The Conference found that comntries still tended to draw up their development
piang on an mpceoordinsted wnilaters! basis.  However, there was a growing realization
of the great advantages that mnight sccrue from the harmonizing of n&hxunul plons,

The delegate of Japan wrged that FPAO, possibly in conjunction with ECAFE, should
provide a fTorwa in whleh the couwntries of the rvegion could compare and discusg their
own plans to the mubual advaniage of all concerned. Other delegations associated
themegelves with the vecogmition of the need for concerted action within the raglon
through the coordination of efforts in agriculiural ploamming.

gz. & limited form of such concerted action through bilateral agreements had been
walcomed by the Fifth Regionsl Conferencs session in 1960, The delegation of Thailand
auggested ne %: examplo of such poseible sctico an agreement between Thailand and the
Philiopines e 3 owould Lo w0 the Fhilippines snd buy sugar from
thara Lhe gl i high-coat gugar produetion in Thailand
b ploe pruwzng in the Philippines.

93.  There wag algo o gencral recognition of ths fact that such plamming within the
ragion must also take into avcount developmenits outside the region. Jince, sg stated
glgevhere in the repox the insecurity of foreign exchange earnings wes a very
important factor in dedermining government policies, the Confarence atressed the need
for measures to stabilisze the prices of agriculiural commcditics through Internmational
Commodity Agreements or other appropriate arrangemenis and urged the governments of
developed countriess to ensure reasonable access into their markehﬂ for the agriceuliural
products exported from thes region.

Q4. The Conference also conuidered the need for measures specifically devised to
asgint and improve nationel planmning and 4o snable an approach to be made ftoward
harmonization. Ag one of these measures, the Ponierence welcomed The study which
the Director-Genoral had prepared foxr it ( TRE 62 /3) as woll ag the Commodity
Projections for 1970 publighed by FAO, which the delegate from Japan described es one
of the mcat valuable documents ever issued by FAO Delogates anlmo expressed their
appreciation for the reporta prepared by the D)?ecﬁorwbenural on world markets for
individual commodities as well ag for his study of the repercussions on comtries of
the region of economic integration in other regions, The Conferepce felt it Vo be
very degsirable that a2ll such studies ghould be conbinued and kepb vp o date, including
if possible, Moinland China.

95. Delegntions also comsidered that the work of these plamnning authoriiies in their
countries would be apsisted by a meeting of experte from the region to review the worlr
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done in the region on commodity projections and on'the improvement of techniques to be
used in such work. Views were also expressed that national planning authorities might
also require technical assistance from FAO to help them in their agricultural planning
and with the improvement of their own commodity analysis need for such planning.

96. The Conference then adopted the following Resolution:
RESOLUTION NO. 2/62

THE CONFERENCE

Noting a general tendenoy for countries to draw up their development plans
on an uncoordinated unilateral basise,

Commending the Director-General for his analysis of tha implications of
current development plans of countries of the region for each other,

Noting that such analysis could provide advance warning if conflicts
between their agricultural policies seemed likely to arise to the detriment
of countries in the region,

Commending the FAO commodity projections to 1970 as being of value as a
reference in formulating naticnal agricultural plans,

Congidering that agricultural planning must take into consideration trends
and projections of markets for agricultural commodities both within the
region and for the world as a whole,

RecogmiZing the great advantages that might accrue from the harmonizing
of national plans,

Noting that increased agricultural production in the region is not resulting
in increased export earnings,

Considering that this limitation of expori earnings fwrom agricultural
products, the principal source of foreign exchange, sovriously retards the
development of countries in this region,

Congidering that the achievement of national self-sufficiency ab all conta
ig likely, in the long run, 1o be harmful to each country and to the region
as a whole,

Urges all Membeor Governments in this region, when formulating or reviesing
their own national plans, to take into consideration the plsns of other
countriesn,

Stresses the need for measures to stabilize the prices of agricultural
commodities through International Commodity Agreements or other appropriate
arrangements,

Urges the governments of develeped countries 1o ensure a reasonable
access into their markeis for the agricultural products exporied from this
Tegion,

Requegts the Director-Qeneral to coniinuve his study of the repercussions
of economic integration in other reglons on the markets for the agricultural
products exported from this region,

Further requests the Direcior-General to:
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i) 1Issue similar analyseaiperiodically of the agricultural plans of countries
of the region and analyae their implications for each other;

ii) Convene, possibly in conjunction with ECAFE, a working group of experts
in planning from countries of the region to consider these analyses with

a view to achieving greater harmony among the targets and policies for
agriculture; -

iii) Provide technical assistance in agricultural planning and commodity
analysis to countries requesting such aid;

iv) Issue periodically studies of the world commodity markets;

v) Continue to bring up to date his commodity projections giving a record
of past progress in production;

vi) Convens a meeting of experts in the region for the purpose of reviewing
work done in the field of commodity projections in the region and of
improving the techmiques to be applied in such projections.

(b) Other major problems being encountered in
the plamning of agricultural development.

97, The Conference reviewed a wide range of factors involved in enlisting the
support of the farmer in achieving national agricultural planning targets.

98, Those responsible for formulasting food production plans were sometimes apt to
overlook some of the important elements which influence decisions of small farmers
upon whom the guocess of agricultural production plans depend. This was mostly due
to insufficient lmowledge about the problems of the farmer, the environment under
which he worked and the handicaps which militate against his making a greater effort
to apply new irrigation methods, fertilizers, ilmproved seeds and improved farm
practices which contribute to higher farm produotion. The Conference therefore
recognized the need for improved machinery and arrangements by which more acocurate
factual information on the situation in which farmers live, work and market their
crops and livesiock products could be assembled and put at ihe dispoasal of planning
and developmeni agencies as well as gome means of gecuring participation of represent-
atives of farmers in formulating agriculiural plana.

99. The attention of the Conference was drawn to the Report of -the FAO/ECAFE Expert
Group on Selected Aspects of Agricultural Plamning in Asia and the Far East which was
regarded as a valuable document on egricultural development planning. Dolegates
exchanged their experiences regarding some of the specific problems in rural development
planning. In the matter of agricultural extension, the services can have their full
desirable effect only if the extension agents win the confidence of the farmers with
whom they work, in order to be able to convince them of the need to modify traditional
cultivation practices which are too often siatic. In this copnection, the association
of village councils (Panchayat Raj in India) with the extension workers was regarded

ag one of the means of securing people's active participation in the implementation of
plang. Practical Ffield demonstrations and enlisting the cooperstion of farm youth,
the future farmers, were also considered as being effective steps.

100, Special efforts were being made in a number of countries %o mobilize the capital
regources of under—employed rural manpower. In Indcnesia and Malaye the tradition

of self-help ("Gotong royong") whereby villagers work together in conseiructing small
irrigation ditches and dems and build houses, was a means of developing capital from
labour resources not utilized during some seasons of the year.
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101. There was general agreement with the conclusion of the Expert Group that in some
countries extension and other rescurces avallable to promote agricultural development
might have been extended too thinly over wide areas which was not conducive to bringing
forth the mogt productive resulis. Because the cost of providing credit, fexrtilizer,
extension services, and similar facilities on an adequate basls over the whole country
might be too great, a policy of concentrating efforts for maximizing production in
selected favourable areas had been adopted in India, Pakistan and in the Thilippines.
Thig was in addition to providing reasonable facilities in other areas. While the
economies of such a policy were recognized in Indonesia, it was felt that social and
political considerations required a more uniform allocation of facilities over the
country as & whole.

102. Other points significant in agricultural development planning included the
provision of accurate weather forecasts which would enable precautions to be taken to
minimize losses from crop failures. Arrangements to take advantage of experience in
the orgenization of land mettlement could be valuable in countyries where there werse
obligations to settle refugees, for example in agriculiure.

Meeting of specialists on technigueg of »roject appraisel

103, FExpert analysis had indicated that many of the technigues of financial and
economic appraisal of agricultural development projecis needed comsiderable modification
before they eould be put into practice effectiwvely in this region. A puggestion that

a2 meeting of specialists examine the available techmiques in this coniext in the feirly
near fulure was welcomed by a number of delegations. A guestion was raised as to
whether this work was being undertalken by other agencies. It wag pointed out that

the techniques of sppraisal of asgricultural projects in developing couniries were nod
dealt with by any other orgenization. This subject could, however, become part of

the program of the Asisn Economie Development Institute which was being established.

104. Particular importance was attached by most delegations to the provision of

adeguate incentives to farmers to increase their output. Agricunliurists could not

be expeclted to meke greater efforts and incur extra cosi wnder condition of unsatisfactory
tenure, indebiedness, limited and expensive credit; restricted choice of market oullet

and excessive marketing marginsg whereby their expeciation of gain was greatly reduced.
Unfortunately such deterrents were often atill present even where minimum price progroms
had been introduced by govermments for basic food crops, and where substantial effort

had gone into fostering the establishment of cooperative marketing and credii agsociations
and other improved rural institutions. In Ceylon, Korea and a mumber of other countbries
many difficulties were being experienced in setiing up thege institutions on a sound
footing. The problems of breaking through producer ties with traditional moneylender
merchant buyers and of finding suitable personnel to ghafl¥ new marketing and croedit
organizations were difficult to zolve.

Regional technical meeting on marketing aspects of implementing price policies

105, The Conference noted that in pursuance of a2 resolubtion pagsed at the Fifth FAO
Regional Conference held at Saigon in 1960, a technical meeting on Marketing Aspeocts

of the Tmpiementation of Price Policies in Asia and the Fax Bast was to be held ot New
Delhi, Indila, in F@bruary/March 1963. Since almogt every couniry in the region had
adopted price policies intended elther to provide greater incentives for increased
production of certain basic agricultural food products or to safeguard the interests

of the consumer, or both, the meeting could be an important and valuable meang of
exchanging experiences In this field, and for analysing the information available on
the specific problems involved. This meeting was sxpected 1o conitribute significantly
toward making these programs more effective.

Rogional marketiing survey

106, Unfortunately reliable gquantitabtive informabtion on marketing institutions and
channels, credit, cooperatives, sociznl and other factors affecting market incentives
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to farmers at the village level was lacking in almost every country in the region.

Since these factors influence the effectiveness of agricultural development programs,

& proposal that an intensive marketing survey of the region paying special attention

to credit cooperatives, etc. be underiaken, was supported wnenimously. Whilst FAO

could take a lead in this, the collaboration of governments and perhaps wnliversities,
private foundations and sources of bilateral and other aid interested in the agricultural
development of the region would also be needed. The Korean delegation further suggested
that the survey should also cover the interrelationship between marketing and supervised
credit as the success of the latter depended to a great extent on the efficiency of the
former. Almost all the countries of the region offered their full cooperation in
carrying out this survey.

Training of marketing personnel

107. The Conferencs congidered fthat, in the couniries concerned, itraining of personnel

to staff food and agricultural marketing enterprises and services (private, cooperative
and public) wag of paramount importance. Such training sbhould place special emphasis

on practical operatlonal needs in order %o provide gualified managers, labour supervisors
and skilled technicians essential for the various developmental projects undertaken.
Because of the diverse economic and socizl conditions prevailing in the various cowmntries
of the reglon and as between them and the more highly developed countries it was.

esgential that this type of iraining should he developed on a permanent naltionai basis

go as to cater for the individual needs of each country. It would in any event hardly

be feasible to send intermediate and lower level persomnel for training in other countries.

108. Certain couniries in the region, as for example India, bad made a beginming with
training courses Tor marketing officers and market secretaries and superintendents.
The Government of Pakisten had recently decided t¢ establish a marketing training and
resgarch instiiuie. The FAO agsistance rendered bhitherto, and planned for 1963, in
organizing national $raining cenires was considered a useful step. The Conference
urged FAC to continue providing assistance in this field and specifically to give all
posgible help to ithe member countries in orgenizing such itraining courses, preferably
on & permanent basis.

Regional Marketine Advisory Groun

109. The metting wp of a Regional Marketing Advisory Group which could iske greater
advantage of the sxpsrience in markebing improvement available in a few countries of

the reglon was considered. The CGroup cowld help in developing marketing iraining
techniques wnder local condliitlonz and otherwise assist in national training and
improvement programg. Tt could also become a valuable means for excheange of experiences,
apprailse progress and provide guldance. A number of delegates, including those of Korea,
India, Burma and Pakistan, supported the proposal, comeldering that it reflected the
neads of the region especially those of countries which had rTecenily initiated marketing
improvement programs and wanted 1o benefit from the experience of others who had had an
early start in this fleld.

110. The Conference adopted the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 3/62

THE CONFERENCE

Copsidering the vital importance of marketing systems in providing en incentive
to farmers to expand thelir output of needed produce,

Noting the improvements needed in marketing in most countries of this region,

Urgeg the govermments of the region to participate in a technical meeting on
Marketing Aspects of Price Policies in 1963;
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Viewing the lack of reliable information on marketing, especially at the
farm level,

Congidering the many complaints by cultivators of unfair prices,
Congidering also the lack of trained personnel and training facilities )
which constitutes a gerious obstacle to plans for establishing better marketing

structures,

Further copsidering that a few countries of the region have gained some
experience of ways to improve marketing,

Recommendg to the Director-~General of FAO that he take the initiative in:

i) gsponsoring, with the cooperation of governments and other interested
agencies, an intensive marketing survey of the various countries of
the region including credit and cooperative marketing, etc.j

ii) providing assistance in organizing national marketing training
centres;

iii) the establishment of a Marketing Advisory Group or similar machinery
to promote suitable training techniques and offer other needed
gervices.

Rutritional considerations

111. Despite the availability of cereals, especially rice, in most couniries of the
region, calorie deficiency was below the required level and nutritional deficiency
diseases like protein malnutrition, anaemia, and beri~beri, were still prevalent in
most of the counitries.

112. Nutritional congiderations had been taken into account in the agricultural
development plans of some of the countries in the region ithough in other countries

thie concept had not received much attention as yet. The production of protective
foods like fish, meat, milk, pulses, vegetables and fruits was far below the nutritional
requirement to satisfy even present needs let alone to meet the needs of rapidly
inereasing populations.

113. In order to take into account nutritional considerations in agricultural develop-
ment plans, it was felt that nutrition services might be started or strengthened in
the Ministries of TFood and Agriculture in the region. Some of the governments in the
region were reported to be taking appropriate measures. In Indonesia, a Food Council
at ministerial level had been functioning as a coordinating body for food production
a8 related to nutrition. In Central Java, a nutrition committee was alsoc focussing
the attention of farmers on the need to increase production of nutritive foods with
the main objective of improving people's dieis. The third five-~year plan of India
focused attention on providing a balanced diet for the population, and a National
Nutrition Committee had been established with members from the Ministries of Health,
Agriculture, Community Development and other appropriate agencies. A Nutrition
Dlvision had also been set up in the Department of Food in the Miniastry of Food and
Agriculture. Nutritional standards had been taken into consideration in setting
national targets for egricultural production in the Philippines. While recognizing
the awareness of the individual countries of the need for agriculitural planning and

the diversification of their agricultural crops, it became apparent that such planning
should congider the immediate nutritional needs of the growing population. Consequently,
short and medium term plans were found to be necessary in the countries of the region
as & means to improving their nutritional standards. The delegate of Malaya proposed
that & Regional Food and Nutrition Commission with a permanent Advisory Committee might
. bo esgtablished with a view to aspisiing Member Governments in formulating short and
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medium term plans. After scme discussion it was generally apgreed that the matter
would require most careful examination, not only because of the financial implications
it raised but also because of the possibility of achieving the same objoectives by
prractical measures other than the setting up of an independent commission to deal with
nutritional planning aspects alone.

114. The Conference accordingly recommended that the Director—CGenersl of FAQ examine
appropriate machinery through which countries of the region could be assisted in
developing short and medium fterm measures designed to satisfy nutritional congideraticns

bised on sttainable consumption targets within their oversall agricultural development
plans.

(¢) The problems of statistical data
in planning.

115. The Conference noted that earlier discussions on the need for an integrated and
well coordinated approach to agricultural development planning in countries of the
region had brought into focus the importsnce of etatistical date in plamning. The
main difficulty with regard to such development activities of countries in the region
ie the shortage of adequate statistical date and information, particularly in the
fields of food and agriculture. Such data as were available in many countries of the
region had many gape with respect to scope, coverage, timeliness, accuracy and com-—
parability and therefore fell short of satisfying the needs of national planners.
While the FAO had succeeded in promoting the world agriculitural censuses in the region,
much remained %o be done in the development of a sound permanent system for current
agricultural statistics.

116, 'The Eleventh Session of the FAO Conference had recommended the increase of
asgigtance to countrlies in developing their systems of agricultural statistics and
food consumphion surveys and the strengthening of the regional statistical met-up in
the wvarious regions. It recommended that consideration be given to the establishment
of a permanent machinery which would review continuously ihe state of food and agri-
cultural statistics, advise countries on their development within a standardized co-
ordinated framework, and assist in the establishment of specialized groups of national
expoerts to discuss techniceal statisgtical problems posed by conditions prevailing in

the region. The Conference noted that pursuant to the above recommendations of the
FAO Confersnce, Regional Commissions on Agricultural Statistics were in the process of
being established in other regions. The question of possible duplication of work of
such a Commigsion, should one be set up in the region, and that of the Conference of
Asian Statisticians wae raised. It was pointed out that in the absgence of & more
satisfactory machinery, FAO's activities in the field of food and agriculture statistics
in the region had to be referred to the Conference of Asian Statisticians. It was
observed, however, that the Conference of Asian Stetisticians and its working groups
had been concerned mainly with statistics in fields othexr than food and agriculture.
For this reason it had been barely possible at their meetings to pay adequate attention
to the methodological aspects of specialized fields of food and agricultural statistics.
The question of the financial implications of setting up such a permsnent machinery for
agricultural statistics wes slso raiged. It wag explained that this was a matter for
the FAO Conference te examine, should there be a recommendation from the Regional Cone
ference in favour of setting up such a body.

117. The Conference, after full discussion on the merits of setting up machinery foxr
statistical data, ceme to the conclusion that there were strong grounds for making
guitable arrangements for meeting the needs of agricultural statistics and for this
purpose it recommended that the Director-General should be requested to examine the
feaaibility of setting up suitable machinery for the purpose, taking into account the
functions of existing organizations in the region and their possible contxributions
towards the same end.
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(d) Effective use of external assistance

i) Technical cooperation programs

118. The Conference noted with satisfaction the steadily increasing number and vaeriety
of technical assistance programs sponsored by or through FAO., Information was pro-
vided by the Resident Representative of the United Nations Technical Assistance Board
and Director, Special Fund Projects in Malaya, to the effect that, during 1961, total
expenditure on field projects under the UN Technical Assistance Program totalled
US$31.3 million, of which US$8 million related to projects within the fields of
activity of FAO. 0f this sum, about US$2.3 million was directed to agricultural and
related projects in Asia and the Far BEast. This comprised the provision of 154
international experts and of 61 awards of fellowships for studies and training abroad.
Since January 1959, when the UN Special Fund was set up, a total of 246 projects had
been approved calling for Special Fund support to a total value of US$§210 million.

FAO was made the executing agency for 96 projects with a total contribution of over
US$76 million. Eleven of these projects, with Special Fund support of US$9.7 million,
wore in the Agia and Far East region.

119. The Conference noted that the Organization's activities in the field included
the rendering of technical assistance under its own Regular Program, the Expanded
Program of Technical Assistance, the UN Special Fund, Joint FAO/UNICEF Program,
projects under the Freedom-from-Hunger Campaign, the World Food Program, the use of
volunteers and Trust Funds projects. In addition, govermments received bilateral
assistance from other sources such as governments, foundations and other agencies.
Bach of the technical assistance programs had its own characteristic features and iis
own diastinctive role to play in the economic development of the counitries concerned.
Utilized in appropriate combinations, such assigtance could meet a variety of mneeds of
governments, and should have the greatest impact when coordinated and integrated with
a country's own development plans.

120. With the increasing number of projects and aid programs, the Conference recognized
the importance attaching to the coordination and integration of such programs within
each country. Views were expressaed by some of the delegates on arrvangements made fox
administering technical assistance funds. Such arrangementsz included apecial co=-
ordinating committees consgisting of representatives of concerned departments and
international agencies as well as separate administrative units devoting ezclusive
attention to the problem, in certain cases direcily under the Prime Minigter's
secretariat. It was noted that the experience of such countries would he of value

to other countries wishing to set up similaxr suitable machinery to achieve these
ocbjectives.

121. In this conmectiion emphasis was laid on the importence of having access to
readily available information and advice on the variocus types and sources of technical
aangsistance programs, including their special features, namely, the procedures for
submisasion of requests, time of submission and agencies involved. Viewa werse expressed
that & sominar might be arranged for key officials dealing with technlcal aesistance
programs in order to enable an exchange of ideas between countries in this regard.

A publication on rules and procedurcs and methods .of operation of the various technical
assistance programs sponsored by the FAO was regarded das another useful method of
providing information to member countries.

122, The Conference recognized the important role of FAO Country Representatives in
providing useful advice with regard to the various types of assistance channelled
through FAO. It was also noted that the UN Technical Assistance Board Resident
Representative served as a contact point for resources and help available through all
UN sgencies and that he was supported in this task by the Country Representatives of
Speclialized Agencies in their respective apheres of competence.
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123. Observations were also made that, with the growing volume of assistence programs,
the Country Representatives would require some strengthening of their offices to mest
their increasing responsibilities.

124. Emphasizing the training aspects of the program, the Conference stressed the
need for technical manpower resources surveys. Such surveys would indicate the
availability of technical skills in a country, which correlated with the foreign aid
required to implement development activities would facilitate the judicious selection
of those fields of interest where the foreign aid programs could play a valuable role.

125. The Conference was apprised of proposals approved by the 34th Session of the
Sconomic and Social Council that EPTA experts might perform OPES~type assigoments, as
and when appropriate, if a country wished to strengthen its administrative structure
temporarily while its own officials were being trained. This view was strongly
shared by FAO and member countries could now take advantage of the EPTA program to
strengthen the local administrative structure where necessary pending the training of
key officials.

126. A number of suggestions were made designed to improve the adninistering of
technical assistance programs. It was thought that assistance should be given in
such a way that a technical assistance expert would have a clear indication of the
type of work to be done according t¢ a program to be given to him on appointment.
The expert should aleo be briefed in advance about ths social characteristics of the
people and the need o fulfil the ideals of the United Nations. Action on requests
for UN experts should be processed more rapidly.

127. 1In addition to internal coordination within a country, there was scope for
improving coordination at the level of international agencies. The Conference was
apprised of standing arrangements under the supervision of the Economic and Social
Council $o review, on a continuous basis, such coordination and consequent avoidance
of duplication.

128. In the light of the discussions; the Conference made the following recom-
mendationss

a) The effesctive viilization of various technical assistence programs would
require suiteble coordinating mechinery within a country, and arrangements
already satisfaci rily mads by some member counitries through ministerial
coordinating committees and special units in appropriate ministries could
be usefully followed by other governments.

b} To achieve their greatest impact, aid programs should be coordinated and
integrated within a country's own national development plan.

¢) 1In the process of coordination and integration, the Country Representatives
of FAO should play an imporbtant role.

d) TFAO should consider organizing a regional seminar for national admini~
strators and key officials engaged in technical asgsistance programming
operations in order to acquaint them fully with the different programming,
planning and operation processes and the rules of procedure for admini-
stering the various programs.

o) The Director-General should consider the issuance of a suitable publication
describing the oharacteristic features and the distinctive role of the
different types of aid programs handled by FAO.

f) For the effective utilization of training facilities provided under the
¢echnical assistance programs, Member CGovernments should consider the
feasibility of undertaking technical manpower resources surveys and FAQ
should be reguested to render all possible assistance in this regard.
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ii} World Food Program

129. The Conference took note of Conference document FERC 62/6(b) on the World Food
Program, and the statement of the Regional Representative of the Director-General
bringing up to date the information provided in the document. The Conference
particularly noted that the World Food Program should be regarded as one of the
importent means available to FAO to fulfil the objectives of the Freedom~from-Hunger
Campaign started by the Organization in July 1960. It was algso apprised of the origin
of the World Food Program which could be traced to a report prepared by the Director-
General entitled "Development through Food - A Strategy for Surplus Utilization™.
That report recognized that surpluses of food in certain parts of the world could
indeed be used for economic development in other parts which were not so fortunately
situated, and in fact on a global basis there could bardly be any surplus at present.

130. The Conference also noted that a 20-nation joint UN/FAO intergovernmental
committee meeting from time to time gave broad guidance on the implementation of the
World Food Program. It was also bhen apprised of the appointment of an Executive
Director of the World Food Program with a joint UN/FAO Secretariat located at FAO
Headquarters in Rome. The Executive Director had been working under the general
direction of the Secretary General of the United Nations and the Director-General of
FAO following procedures jointly framed by both Organizations.

131. The Conference was appreciative of the fact that the essential features of the
World Food Program were intimately linked with the work of FAO and that it would

nmake extensive use of FAO's technical guidance and administrative serviges in executing
the Program. :

132. ‘The Conference welcomed the establishment of the World Food Program as a multi-
lateral program designed to meet not only emergency food situations but also to assist
in seeking solutions through economic development to the basic problems of malnutrition
and hunger.

133. The Conference recognized both the experimental rature of the Program and the
limited resources at present available to it and stressed the need to utilize those
largely for supporting projects in the field of agriculiural development in the
recipient countries which would contribute to enduring resulis.

134. An enquiry was made as to the availability of stocks from the World Food Program
to build up food regerves, but it was indicated that the scale of the present program
would only permit allocation for this purpose in a small area where needs were modest.

135. A suggestion was made that a suitable project for support under the program might
be the provision of assistance to Laos to help in the program of resettling refugees
and the soldiers likely to be demobilized in the near future.

136. The Conference expressed its great satisfaction at the getting up of the World
Food Program and keen interest in its future progress.
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V. FREEDOM-FROM-HUNGER CAMPAIGN IN RBLATION TQ
DEVELOPMENT AND THE WORLD FOOD CONGRESS

137. The Conference recognized that the Freedom—from-Hunger Campaign symbolized a re—
dedication of FAO to its basic purposes, by sesking to raise the productivity, income

and welfare of rural peoples everywhere. This was to be achieved through a mobilization
of the talents, energies and determination of the people in the battle againgt hunger

and poverty.

138. Among the new approaches started since the FIHC was launched two years ago, six
magor types of activities were considered: i) setting up of National FFHC Commitiees;
ii) World Food Congregs; iii) programs of information and education; iv) action

programs; v) cooperation with industry; and vi) cooperation with other UN agencies.

139. National FFHC Committees had been set up in 46 countries, of which 12 are located
in this region. In addition, five other countries of the region were participating

in the Campaign in one form or another. Thease Committees included representatives

not only of the government but also of private, cooperative and other non-governmental
organizations and individual leaders from many walks of life, so as to make the Campaipgn
a vigorous peoples—to~peoples program and to provide a link between governments and
people for promoting effective measures to combat malnutrition.

140. A World Food Congress was to be held in Jume 1963 in Vashington which would be
attended by paxrticipants from all parts of ths world and from all walks of life. The
problems of hunger and malnutrition would be discussed at the Congress from the techmical,
economic, social, educational and research points of view. The Congress would focus the
attention of the world public on the itremendous task of providing adeguate food supplies
for the world's rapidly growing population. As a forerunner to the Congress there would
be a "Freedom~from-Hunger Week! in March 1963 to be observed throughout the world. It
was urged that all countriesg of the region hold a National Food Congress.

141. The Conference was apprised of an information and education program organized
by FAO to assist all those epgaged in the Campaign which would be centred around a
series of 14 "Basic Studies™, which dealt with key issues, such ag "Possibilities of
Increasing Food Production", "Population and Food Supplies”, 'National Economic
Development and Demand for Food"”, and '"Nutrition and Vorking Efficiency’. Theae
studies would be written in non-technical language so that the general public could
read and wnderstand them, Nine of the 14 studies had already been issued or would
soon be released. In addition, FAO was preparing a report on a World Food Survey
which would be presented at the World Food Congress.

142. Action prograsms had been started in various parts of the world through the
support of National Commitiees and civic organizations. In this region, a growing
number of countries had a variety of projects in various stages of preparetion and
implementation.

143. The Conference learned that various industries are cooperating in the Cawmpaign.

An example was the fertilizer industry which, through associations in various parts

of the world, was sponsoring a S~year program of studies of fertilizer requirements

and fertilizer trials and demonstirations in the Near bast, Africa and Latin America,

The industry was contributing about US$350,000 a year to FAO for carrying out this

work. Similarly, food processing indusiries and others were offering thelr cooperation
in the Campaign.

144. Cooperation with other UN agencies on matters concerning the Campaign had been
established, as for example in the broad planning activities under the UN Development
Decade and the UN Special Fund and EPTA programs., Cooperation with National FFHC
Committees in the Region would be strengthened through meetings with FAO,
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145. The Conference considered that the Freedom-from~Hunger Campaign could give a new
sense of purpose and direction and unify the dispersed efforts now being made in
different fields of work by national governmental and non-governmental organizations

in the field of food and agriculiure. Work in food and agriculture should, it believed,
be treated as vitally urgent, demanding a new impetus, if it was to meet the challenge
offered by the need to feed a rapidly increasing population.

146. Delegates expressed their strong support of the Campaign and reported on progress
in their own couwntries. India had set up an FFHC Fund to which non—governmental
organizations had so far contributed two million rupees which were exempt from income
tax. The National FFHC Committee had so far approved 13 projects for implementation
and had undertaken an intensive information and education campaign. The United Kingdom
roported on the widespread efforis of their National Committee to stimulate public
interest in the Campaisgn for which it expected to raise £8 million. In Australia,

the National Committee aimed at a target of £4A1 million and had already sanctioned a
nugber of projects to be implemented mainly in this region. New Zealand also had an
active Committee carrying on information and education work which was provided with
funds from voluntary contributions for initiating & seriesg of active projects. The
USA would serve as host to the World Food Congress, and in addition, a Freedom—from-
Hunger Foundation has been formed to promote the Campaign and receive voluntary contri-
butions. Moreover, the government was cooperating in the Campaign on & bilateral

basis through the Food for Peace Program. The Philippines was in the process of
gstablishing not only a National FFHC Committee but also committees at the provincial
level, while the cooperation of rural schools was being enlisted to promote home gardens
and poultry enterprises. Pakistan had organized an FFHC Symposium in March 1962.

Her National Commitiee was very active and had already launched several schemes. Laos
was making preparations leading to the formation of a National Commitiee, and was giving
its full suppoxrt to the Campaign. Japan was preparing a comprehensive case study of
the history of the development of Japanese agriculiure as a contribution to the FYFHC.

In Indonesia, the Campaign was going ahead under the title "Command for Operation
Welfare" and was concerned with such practical watters as the use of better seeds,
fertilizers, farming techniques, improved irrigation and control of pests and diseases.
France reported that for the year 1961 the Netional FFHC Committee had collected one
million new francs to finance action projects, especially in the fields of nutrition,
food production and education. In the Netherlands, Youth, and other organizations,

had contributed US$1l million for use in improving the diet of people in African countries.
The Federation of Malaya reported on activities of itg National Committee. Funds
contributed to the FFHC were exempt from taxation. The government had also authorized
the issue of FFHC postage stamps. The delegate of Ceylon termed the FFHC “the noblest
of all prograws initiated by PAOM and reported that their Committee had approved a
number of action projects. The Observer from the World Veterans Federation said that
hia organization strongly supported the Campaign and was especially interested in food
producing projscta.

147. Reports from delegations showed that a great deal of siress was being placed by
governmenta and by National Committees on educational and informational asmpects of the
Campaign. Many of them were preparing and distributing FFHC booklets, leaflets,
posters and other material and were seeking the support of their national press and
radio. :

148. The Conference was advised that the population expleosion and the attainmeni of

political independence by the countries of Asia and Africa, both invested the problems
of hunger and malnutrition with a growing urgency. The Freedom~from-Hunger Campaign
wag primaxrily educational in aim and intended to create in tne developed countries &

climate of informed opinion with a view to intensifying aid, whilst in the developing
countries it would emphasize the need for national effort and natiomal planning with

foreign aid acting as a supplement.

149. The World Food Congress would meet in June 1963 in Washington. All the member
nations of the United Nations family were expected to attend and it was believed that
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about 1,200 people would be present. The World Food Congress was a 'people to people™
mesting. It aimed at mobilizing public opinion with a view to the involvement of the
people in future action. The number of written papers would be kept to the minimum
and ample scope given for full and free discussion. The Conference also noted the
details of the organization and procedure of work of the Congress.
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VI. INCREASING GRAIN LEGUMES AND VEGETABLE PRODUCTION
FOR BETTER HUMAN NUTRITTON

150. The Conference recognized that there was a serious problem of malnutrition
prevalent in the region. Particular stress was laid on the need for intensified
production of protein-rich protective foods which should invariably be tsken into
account when preparing long-range development plans. Other measures which would
bring about desired improvements were crop diversification and the development of
well-balanced crop rotations which should comprehend both the agronomic and nutritional
factors involved. Special attention should be paid to leguminous fodder crops and
the role of research in bringing about these desired improvements should be fully
recognized. Increasing attention should be paid to protein-rich foods such as eggs,
milk, meat and leguminous plants. The Conference noted that the production of animal
protein was certainly expensive and recognized that there was competition between food
and fodder crops. It considered that this could best be resolved by improved animal
husbandry practices on the one hand and, on the other, the consumption of the products
of improved animal husbandry by the local populations.

151. The Conference heard with interest reports presented by the delegations of India,

Indonesia, Japan, Pakistan, the Philippines and Thailand, who reported in some detail

on the progress achieved in their respective countries in the production and consumption
of protective foodstuffs such as vegebables, fruits and grain legumes. The Conference

exprenaed concern at the losses in these valuable crops through deficient transport and

inadequate marketing and storage facilities. It emphasized that all governments should
pay particular attention to the problem of avoidance of such losses.

152. Other bagic problems which faced governments in the region and militated against
inereased production were the strong food preferences and dislikes and the food habits
of the people in many countries of the region. It was recognized that food habita

are slow to change and that improvements could not wait on such changes. In this
connection, particular attention should be paid by governments to nutritional education
and they should take the lead in persuading the rural population to consume more fruits
and vegetables. The Conference urged FAC to assist the governments in every way it
could to achieve greater progress in this field. Some of the delegates stressed the
need for developing export markets for fresh fruits and vegetables, while at the same
time industries for the conversion of such fruits and vegetablea should also be encouraged:;
for example, cenning, dehydration and the manufaoture of fruit preserves and juices.

153. The Conference noted that there was quite a wide variation in the progress
achieved in this field in the different countries of the region. Congequently, the
assistance 1o be provided to governments depended on each country's state of advancement.
Some required agsistance in initial gurveys and information on research carried out
elrmewhere in the field of production. Others who had passed beyond that stage were
faced with the problem of promoting consumption and improving the marketing of their
perishable products. The more advanced countries, on the other hand, were faced with
the problem of finding suitable foreign markets as well as with the problem of raising
the necessary finances for the development of the industries referred to, such as
camning and processing of fruits and vegetables.

154. The Conference welcomed the expressions of goodwill on the part of many governments
and commended the close ceoperation which already exiated between certain countries.

The Conference also expressed gratification for the offers of help made by the delegates
of Australis and the Netherlands. Unanimous support was expressed for the holding of

a technical meeting on the improvement of grain legumes and vegetable production and
protection in tropical Asia propogsed to be held in 1964. The Conference considered
that the meeting should provide a forum for the exchange of information and experiences
between countries with similar agro-climatic conditions. The delegate of the United
Kingdom, whilst supporting the proposal, expressed concern lest the subject-matter scope
of ihe meeting should be so wide as to inhibit the presence of the specisalists in these
fields.
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155. The Conference, in the light of the problems discussed, recommended to the
Director—General that he organize a Technical Meeting for Asia and the Far East in
1964 which would deal with the production of improved legumes. The aim of such a
meeting, which should be attended by both agriculturists and nutritionists, should be
to: )

a) Study available technical and economic information on present and potential
production of food legumes in Asia and the Far Bast.

b) Study the measures necessary for expanding production of these legumes,
with particular reference to:

i) agricultural research facilities available in the various
countries;

ii) +the means for introduction of suiiable crop rotations within the
overall framework of, and bearing in mind the necessity for, crop
diversifications

iii) the measures necessary to persuade farmers Ho adopt improved
cultivation practices.

¢) Consider the uses to which food legumes, whether fresh, dried or
procegsed, could be put.

d) Consider measures for reducing losses by pest disease in the production
of legumes.

e) Consider how improved transport and storage could also serve to reduce
losses.

£) Study the food preferences and dislikes, and food habits, of people in
the region, insofar as they affect the lncreased consumption of legumes.

156. The Conference also recommended to the Director-General that he consider the
possibility of appointing & specialist in food legumes in the FAO Regional Office for
Agia and the Far East.
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VII. THE ROLE OF INTEGRATED LAND AND WATER DEVELOFPMENT
PLANNING IN ACCELERATING ECONOMIC PROGRESS

157. 'The Conference noted that moat of the older culitivated areas in the region have
problems of heavy population density, small and fragmented holdings, and low levels

of production. The suggested solution was to break the wicious cycle of low production
and low living standards by increasing farm productivity. To thig end, it was con-
sidered necessary to adopt modern aids in agricultural production such as fertiliszer
uge, plant protection, improved cultivation practices, better crop varieties, good
irrigation practices and drainage facilities. The delegations from India, Pakistan,
Thailand and the Philippines reported that judicious combinations of modern farming
methods often doubled production, and served to raise the farmers' incomes two or
three~fold making new farming systems posgsible. In areas where the systems of fallowing
were found, the use of suitable soil amendment measurses could assist production. Areas
of land could also be diverted to the growing of livestock feeds so as to increase the
livestock products as well as animal power and contribute fto soil improvement.

158. The Conference considered that it would not be possible to apply all improved
farm praciices at once and everywhere. It would be more effective to start with some
carefully selected measures in a few carefully selected pilot demonstration and on-~the=
job iraining projects. This required a fairly detailed survey and the preparation of

a plan for specific action. The Conference recognized that the implementation of

such pilot, demonsiration and training projects required well=~qualified personnel and
certain supporting government services, such as extension advice and farm credit for
farmers to enable them to adopt improved land and water use practices. The Conference
emphasized that the number and sizes of such pilot demonstration and training projects
should not be larger than the govermment could adequately administer and finance.

159. The Conference supported the following measures for integrated planning of land
and water development both on presently cultivated and newly developed areas.

160. The Conference considered that improvement of land and water use and assistance
to farmers in attaining higher productivity and income, should be based on surveys

of goll and water resources, current patterns of land use, exiating farming systems
and present practices, potential use capability of soil and water resources in relation
to marketing possibilities, and on the characteristics of the rural economy of the
area. Such surveys should be basged largely upon available information and must be of
sufficient detail to lay the groundwork for planning specific projects. It wag pointed
out that the project area should be large enough to represent the main problems in
adjustment of land use in a given area, and small enough to be adequately administered,
sexviced and financed. In the selection of such a project area, it was important to
consider the potential productive capacity of land and water including the basic soil
characteristics which must be sufficiently favourable so that the prospective increase
in returns will morxe than repay costs to fermers and to the work.

161. The Conference emphasized that the preparation of a land and water use improvement
plan for each project area should lay out in some detail the main adjustments in land
use as between cultivated, grazing, and forest land; the major practical measurss
needed to achieve meximum beneficial use of the land and water resources through improved
80il and water conservation practices; appropriate cultural and cropping practices;
improved crop varieties and seed fertilizer and machinery use; animal production and
other farm management practices and their likely effect on farm income; estimates of
possible production increases and of costs and benefits 4o be expected from the project.
It would be essential to ensure that farmers were offered effective incentives and
protected against real or imagined risks before they would be willing to participate
actively in the project; specific kinds of government services required to implement

" the program, including adequate provision for in-service or on~the~job training of

looel technical officers, village administrative officers and farm leaders.
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162. The Conference recognized that serious difficulties and waste of funds and
human effort had occurred in the past, because adequate surveys of land and water
resources had not preceded land and water development including colonization
projects and that proper planning and implementation had not always been carried
out. The Observer from the World Veterans' Federation stressed the importance

of such pre-invesiment surveys in the light of the Federation's experience in
assisting several land and water uss projecis.

163. The delegates from France, U.K. and U.S. pointed out that integrated
planning in land and water development should carefully consider the human factor.
Certain projects which were considered technically sound could not be successfully
implemented because of the lack of understanding and support of the local people.

164. The Conference favoured the use of subject matter specialists attached to
the FAO Regional Office, to cooperate as a team and to advise Member Governments,
upon request, on various aspects of planning for increased production through a
simultaneous application of a few simple strategic practices such as water use,
fertilizer, better seeds, pesticides, farm implements and machinery, and farm
management and planning in order to get the best returns from land and water
development projects. Many delegations stressed the need for specialists in the
field of water control, irrigation and drainage practices, ito combat water
logging, salinity, and other yield-depressing effects resulting from improper
water use. In view of the urgent need for integrated planning in this field,
such a "team approach" should include a nucleus of specialists on water use,
goil fertility, mechanisation, tropical crops and farm management economics
appraisal, which amight from case 1o case be complemented by one or more other
specialists according to the nature of the project.

165, The Conference therefore recommended that the Director-Ueneral be requested
to provide for a regional specialist in irrigation practices and drainage
facilities needed to fill a serious gap, and 10 consider the feasibility of

making available to Member Governmentis, on reguest, an appropriate team of
specialists to advise them on land and water development and farming improvement
projects in which they are interested’y such as (1) planning realistic production
programs for rice and other important crops in the context of agricultural
developmnent planning, (2) selection of several typical farming areas for
organizing concraete demonsgtration and onwthe~job training projects for accelerating
improved land and water use and farming methods and evaluation of projects

already in progress, (1) preparation of specific project proposals for the

UNSF and other agencies offering technical assistance pre-~invesiment or capital
aid, (4) other tasks related to agricultural development planning and implementation
of programs for accelerating agriculfural progress,
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VIII. THE ROLE OF SUPERVISED CREDIT IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

166, The Conference was unanimously agreed on the urgency of the credit needs of the
average farmer in the region. Since credit in many casss was provided by government
sponsored institutions, not only was the amount in. circulation small in:comparison.with
needs, but in addition the formalities required in obtaining it were ofien so rigid and
complicated that it was almost impossible for small farmers o comply with them.
Consequently the farmer continued to rely on money-lenders and paid an exorbitant rate
of interest as a result,

167. The Conference noted that the paper dealt specifically with supervised credit
which could be carried out in conjunction with the organization of local co-operatives
and the strengthening of extension services. The proposal was limited fto a few pilot

168. The attention of the Conference was drawn to the distinction between supervised
credit and ordinary bank credit. The former laid emphasis on the education of the
farmer through the services of the extension worker, and the provision of credit on the
bagis of a farm plan. Loan security would be based on the credii-worthiness of the
individual farmer, his production potential, and the marketing of his produce through
a cowoperative organization.

169, The Conference lecarned that the idea of promoting supervised credit on a pilot
project basis was not altogether new in the vegion. The Intensive Agricultural
Districts Progrem in India, the Supervized Credit Projects in Burma, the Mechanized
Farming Project in Comilla, Bast Pakistan, were cited as practical examples of this
idea, In Taiwan/China, there was an intsgrated pilot projesct on rural reconsitruction
while in Burma there were two pilot projects on supervised credit, referred to ahove:
one on sugar cane production and the othexr on cotton produciion.

170, The Conference noted that in any pilot area there wers zlways gome progressive
farmers, who could be selected and tralned, to serve as das trators of improved
practices. They would gradually become centres of influence in tholy owm neighbourhood.

171. The Conference was advised that at the atert a pilot projeet ghounld not bhe oo
ambitiouvsly planned, nor too limited, and that it might begin with produciion loans
for one or two major crops. The initial success of the project would galn the conii-
dence of the people, and it would also set up a chain of reaction among them, molking
other improvements feasible later on,

172, Credit withoui supirvision might be wasted. Farm~planning withoul adequaie
financing and provision of farm supplios would remain a paper plan. To do all these
things successfully, farmers must be trained and organized so that they could hecome
more productive and rely more on themselves,

173, The Confevrence learni with satisfaction that the FAO Regional 0Office in Bangkok
had been aszzisting and would continue to assist member govermments upon reguest, in the
organization of mational extension tralning centres and the plenning of exicnsion pilei
projects, by providing the services of a team of experts for a period of two te four
weaks in each casge, depending upon the level of training to be imparted. The Confer-
ence was advised that such requestsz should be mads to the Beglonal Office at least six
months in advance mo as o allow time for the necessary preparations to be mode,
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IX. [THE DEVELOPMENT OF LIVESTOCK INDUSTRIES IN THE FAR EAST

174. The Conference noted the general trends of development in livestock production
in the Region, and recorded its conviction that the accelerated production of proteins
of high biological value in the forms of meat, milk and eggs was a matter which called
for urgent measures. Although livestock productidh was showing considerable gains in
most countries, it was offset by the increase in populations and by the demand forx
better living standards including improved nutrition. It was appreciated that the
patisfactory increases in crop yields were approaching the human reguirements for
carbohydrates, but that the production of assimilable proteins required longer term
planning and the full integration of animal production with plant production.

175. The Conference considered the report of the Third Far Fast Meeting on Animal
Production and Health, held in Bangkok in December, 1961, and endorsed the recom-
mendations with emphasis on the following:e

a) Increased heef and dairy production through planned breeding programmes
for catile snd bulffaloes, allied with increased fodder production.

b) The provision of such incerntives as improved marketing provisions and proces—
sing facilities.

¢) Improved swine, sheep and goat production, with the establisbment of breeding
centres from which stock could be distributed to farmers, this having a special
application in locations where cattle production is difficult.

d) The integration of teaching, research and extension work in all fields of
agriculture, with added emphasis on specialised itraining and the dissemination
of current information.

e) The improvement of livestock and pouliry production through modern methods of
disease and parasite control, which offer a means of rapid increase in output
and the prevention of the crippling losses caused by disease and sub-standard
health in livesiock and pouliiy.

176. Consgiderable emphasis was lald by delegations on the rapidity with which resulis
can be obtained from poultry and pig production, especially when disease could now be
aedequately contxolled. It was appreciated that beef production required lengthier
plenning, but it was obvious that both beef and dalry produciion were on the increase
in the Region, and it eppeared thai this trend would contiauve and should be encouraged
wherever it was feasible. Delegetions laid semphasis on the small fermer, especially
in regard to pig and poultry production and to the necessity for disease control
measgures,

177. In regard %o protein production it was obvious thet the work amnd objectives of
the Technical Divisions of Fi0 were interlocking and complementary. Delegations indi-
coted the grest opporiunities for expension of animal production which were associated
with rational land and water wuse, economic orop rotation, competent farm management,
improvement and wider utilization of range lands, and elimination of the mismanagement
which leads %o over-stocking, over-grazing and erosion, Special consideration was
given to the world sijtuation in regard to epizootics, and the Conference noted with
concern the sovere depredations cavused in many countries by such discases as foot-and~
mouth dissase (in particular the SAT I virus), African horse sickness, African swine
fever, and obher diseases, which, in paxt as the resuli of the growing oase and mpeed
of transport, appesred unow to be escaping thein» treditional boundaries and invading
new territorieas. It was appreciated that the Far Bast Region was no less vulnerable
to invasion by dimease than other sreas. It was suggesied that consideration should
be given %o an agreed convention on livestock quarantine regulations along the lines
of the Phyto—-danitary Convention for South East Asia.

178. Tho Conference mnenimously approved the convening by FAO of a technical meeting

in the near future on the Difrervential Diagnosis of Rinderpest and indicated that, in
view of recent advances in this gpecialised subject, all countries should be fully
informed of the latest technigues and methods. It was siressed by numerous Delegetions
+hat satisfectory vigilance by uninfected countries depended upon & full knowledge of the
latest seientifle advences, and that such a meeting was therefore of equal importance to
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both infected and free countries. The Conference noted with satisfaction the achievements
of many countries in the Region in attaining and maintaining freedom from rinderpest,

and approved of the great efforts which were currently being made by India and Cambodia,
through their extensive vaccination campaigns, to eradicate the disease from theilr
boundaries, and to establish and maintain freedom from infection.

179. The Conference considered in detail the proposals for a Far Bast Animal Health
Institute and a Far Bast Animal Production Institute as formulated by the Far East
Meeting on Animal Froduction and Health, %he view was expressed that while animal
health was obviously a matter which required to be viewed from the regional angle,
animal production was primarily a national question. It was apprecisted that the term
"institute" was collective and that as many as fifteen units in different countries of
the Reglon might be involved. A number of interesting proposals were made, including
one for the addition to the existing list of an institute for fodder production. Dele-
gations unanimously re-affirmed the interest of their governments, and appreciated the
necessity for official expressions of intention to participate which included an offer
of specific facilities. Definite proposals from Govermments were necessary in regard
to the location of units to deal with rinderpest, diseases of reproduction, parasitism,
poultry diseases and nuiritional deficiencies. Proposals were also needed for the
location of suiteble centres for production and research in poultry, ducks, sheep and
goats, dairying beef cattle, and climatology. Delegations supported the proposal that,
at the earliest practicable opportunity, FAO should appoint a reglonal livestock pro-~
duction expert and a veterinary expert to survey the facilities in the Region, and to
advise upon the most suitable locations for the various units snd on the scope of the
work which should be undertaken. It was understood that their services would be availa-
ble to assist governments in the preparation of their submissions. The abendonment, in
the initial stages, of the regional approach in favour of direct action by the indi-
vidual interested countries was approved in view of the desirability of establishing
units as rapidly as possible. In this connection the early action by Thailand in sub~
mitting the foot and mouth laboratory project to the Special Fund was commended.

180. The Conference reviewed the accelerated progress in animal production, and health
matters in all countries of the Region and the developments which could confidently be
anticipated in the near future. Special consideration was given to the need to provide
assistance to individual countries in these matters, to improve disease control and to
exercise control over livestock movements.

181. The Conference accordingly adopted the following Resolution:—
RESOLUTION No. 4/62

THE CONFERENCE

Recognising the enormous and preventable losses caused by livestock diseases throughout
the Region and the necessity of improving animal production methods in order to increase
the output of protein for human consumption;

Recalling the terms of Resolution 11/61 of the Eleventh Session of the FAO Conference;
Considering that the countries of Agia and the Far Kast have expressed the desire to
co—cperate in increasing the productiviiy of the animal (liVestock, poultry) industries,
both by improved management and through the control of diseases !

Recommends to the Director—General that there be included, at the earliest practicable
dete, provision in the Regular Program for the appointiment of:

(a) a Regional Veterinarian, and

(v) a Regional Livestock Production Expert; and
Further Recommends that until such time as these appointments can be included in the
BRegular Program they should, in view of the urgent current needs, be implemented under
ETAP,
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SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES OF FAOQ IN THE REGION NOT DEALT WITH BELSEWHERE
WHLCH REQUIRE CONFERENCE GUIDANCE OR GOVERNMENT ACTION

X, REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN ON RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
FIFTH REGIONAL CONFLRENCE FOR ASIA AND THE FAR EBAST

182, The Conference took note of the report of action taken on recommendations of

th Fifth Regional Conference for Asia and the Far East prepared by the Secretariat

and expressed its appreciation. The Conference recognized the usefulness of
governments providing information on action taken dy them on recommendations adopted
at Regional Conferences which called for action on their part. The Conference adopted
a recommendation proposed by the delegate of Laos and supporied by the delegate of
Ceylon that a Regional Centre on Land Setilement should be organized under the 1965/66
EPTA or earlier, if other financial resources became available. The cooperation of
interested organizations such as the W.,V.F. might be sought.
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XI. FOREST RESQURCES AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

183. "The Conference reviewed the progress made by countries of the region in preparing
and implementing new development programs for their forests and forest industries. It
had before it the final report of the Sixth Session of the Asis Pacific Forestry Com-
mission {Hong Kong, 12~17 September, 1962,) which incorporated the Commissgion's views
on progress to date, as well as a note prepared by the PAO Secretariat (Doc FERC 62/13).

The trend in timber reguirementis and timber supplies.

184. The Conference noted that, while the general trends predicted in the Joint FAO/
ECAFE study of Timber Trends and Progpects in the Asia-Pacific Region had been amply
confirmed, the course of actual consumpiion over the last six years, coupled with
reappraisals undertaken in several countries of the region, had shcewn that not only
was timber consumption rising faster than had earlier bsen envisaged but also the
volume of indusirial timber needed by 1975 at a conservative estimate, was considerably
higher than had earlier been estimated: 185 againat 161 million m3.

185. Turning to prospective supplies, the Conference recorded with great satisfaction
the positive steps which had been taken by most countries of the regicn to raise their
forest production goals. Not only bad the Region's output of industrial wood risen
from 86 to 111 willion m3 over the past six years, but also supplies in 1975 were esti-—
mated at 173 million m3 against the 140 million m3 +that were expected on the hasis of
plans existing a few years ago.

186. The Conference observed, however, that there still remained & prospective deficlt
of 12 million m3 by 197% with signs of further increase in subsequent decades. The
Region's deficit had grown from 1.3 fto 3.7 million w3 since 1954. Ixports siill con-
sisted largely of unprocessed goods, and imporits into the Region consisting of manu~
factured foresi products were largely of higher value.

Measures needed to raise forest output

187. 'The Conference heard from many delegations of the plans which had been prepared
and already partly implemented for raising forest production, (plans which would bring
sbout a progressive rise in the Region®s industrial wood supplies,) and was of the view
that in order to avert a serious shortage in the region, a further upward revision of
production goals would be necessary as well as a realization by wood surplus countries
of the opportunities afforded by current and prospective trends.

188. The Conference drew the attention of Member Govermnments to some of the direciions
in which efforis would have to be intensified. As yel, insufficient provision had been
made for the establishment of coniferous plantations to privide the expsnding pulp and
paper industry with adequate supplies of long-fibred material. Though many successes
had been recorded at the research and experimental level, as was pointed out by the
delegate of Malaya, many countries had been slow to extend the practice of high~yield
intenaive tropical forestry. Many delegates, including those of Burma, Malays and
Indonesia, emphasized the need for expanding education and training facilities. Several
delegates emphasized the contribution which tree plantations by farmers, could make teo
raising rural incomes and expanding industrial wood supplies. Success in Indonesia,
the Conference was informed, had been achieved by encouraging farmers to plant those
species assured of a ready outlet, e.g. for match manufacture, box-making, or pulp and
paper. The delegate for Australia emphasized the importance, whenever planting programs
were under consideration, of selecting species with due regard for their wtilization,
ag well as their silvieultural, characteristics.

189. The delegate for the UK emphasized the need, when foresi areas were cleared for
agricultural settlement, of ensuring, not only that the cleared timber was fully utilized,
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but also that sufficient areas of forest were left to satisfy local timber needs,
serving local wood-processing industries, and thereby providing supplementary employment
opportunities foxr the settlers.

190. Forestry development was still hampered in many countries, the Conference noted,
by fallure to assure the future of the foresiry estate. It was imperative that suf-
ficient areas, in suitable locations, be reserved so as to ensure the forest fulfilled
its protective role as well ag yielding an expanding volume of timber supplies. The
need for encouraging "the use of each type of land for the growing of crops economi-
cally best suited to it" had already been recognized by Conference (Resolution 1/62),
and this would in some cases require the allocation of good land, and sometimes irri-
gated land, to forestry. Correct choices would be facilitated, az was pointed out by
the delegate of Australia, if more data were available relating to oosts and returns
in forestry operations. Given the nature of forest operations, the delegate of the UK
pointed out, sound forestry development would not occur unless forest depariments were
steadily accorded adequate funds. The Conference, endorsing thiz view, stressed the
importance of ensuring, in couniries where royalties, concession and license fees con-
tributed substantially to the general revenues, that an adequate proportion of the
income from forestry was ploughed back into development.

Stimulating the development of forest industries

191. The Conference heard with interest information provided by delegates on the
progress made by wood-processing industries in their countries. Speocial note was taken
of the increasingly important role of plywood, fibre-board and particla board for ’
houging and other constructions. The Conference however came to the conclusion that
the rate at which forest industries were expanding in the Region was noi keeping pace
with the rise in consumpiion of forest and paper products. Here 1t was important to
note that not only was industrialisation based on the forest resource lagging in re-—
lation to needs; it was also lagging in relation to possibilities. The reasons for
the failure to recognize or take advantage of the opportunities which now presented
themselves were many and various: lack of detailed market surveys, inadequacy of forest
regource data, unfamiliarity with proceasses presently available, lack of feasibility
atudies, shortage of special skills and entrepreneurial ability, and lack of capital.

192. The Conference commended to the attention of other member Governments the "pro-
duction share®™ gscheme of collaboration with wood~deficit countries, reported by the
delegate of Indonegia, who-eby credits, equipment and expertise received were to be
repalid over a period from the additional oubput of forest products generated by thig
aggigtance.

193. The need for accurate and reliable resource data for planning forest development
was stressed by the delegates for the Philippines and the United Kingdom and the Confexr~
ence urged the Director-Ceneral to continue and extend the assimtance he was according
to countries of the region, under both the regular and field programmes, in forest
inventory.

The need for integrated forest and forest industry plenning

194. The Conference agreed with the view expressed by the delegates of India, Burma
and Indonesia that perhaps the moast important reason why forest industrial development
was still lagging behind possibilities was that insufficient attention had been paid
ag yet to the co—ordination of forest production plans and plans for the establishment
of forest industries, and the complete integration of such plans with overall economic
development plans,

195. If invesiment in forest industries was to be encourasged, the Conference peinted’
out, it was necessary that those responsible for industrialisation programs should be
fully familiar with the complex technical and economic conditions under which foresiry
was practised. It was equally necessary that foresters should clearly understand the
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technical and economic requirements of modern forest industries, many of which are rela-
tively new, and in most of which technological progress has been very rapld in recent
years. This required the establishment of appropriate organs to facilitate the interw-
play of disciplines and decision-making, and the training of staff in project appraisal,
operating data, and programming procedures. In addition, the close interrelationship
between these and other economic sectors, partly because of the pattern of demand for
forest products (much of which arose in sectors influenced by public policy) and partly
because forestry development and the successful establishment of forest industries was
closely linked with infrastructural investment in power, water and communications, »
underlined the need for close integration of plans for forest and forest industry de—
velopment with overall economic plans.

196. A prerequisite for sound planning, the delegates for Thailand, the United Kingdom
and the Philippines emphasised, was the availability of statistical data. Conference
urged member Governments to pay greater attention to this matter, and requested the
Director-General of FAC to give advice and assistance ag required to assist member
governments to implement the minimum leng-term program in foresiry and forest products
statistics as recommended by the Agia—Pacific Forestry Commission.

197. The Conference also expressed the hope that, having regard to the importance of

the forest and forestry industry sectors in the economies of many Asian countries, the
proposed Asian Institute for Economic Development would make appropriate provision for
these sectors in its work program.

The need for harmonizing policies at the regional level

198. Because foreat resources are unevenly distributed in the region, being often
complementary in character, and because scale economies weighed heavily in some branches
of forest industry, while several national markets were still small, the problems of the
foreat and timber economy of Asia and the Far East could only be finally resolved at

the regional level. The delegate for India emphasised the need for regional plamnning
and referred to the contribution which might be made by bilateral barter agreements
beitween wood-szurplus and wood~deficit countries.

Recommendations of the Sixth Session of the Agia~Pacific Forestry Commigsion

199. Believing that the report of the APFC (see document FAQ/APF(C-62/11.1 Rev.l)
pointed the way to a solution of the problem of future timber supplies confronting the
region, the Conference generally endorsed the recommendations contained thereln and
urged governments and the Director-General {o implement them.

200, The Conference adopied the following resolutions=

RESOLUTION No, 5/62

The Conference

Having reviewed the report of the Sixth Session of the Asia~Pacific Forest-
ry Commission, and the up~to-date analysis there included of trends in the Region's .
forest and timber economy; ' t

Noting with satisfaction that, as a result of measures taken to implement
the recommendations of the Fifth FAO Regional Conference for Asia and the Far East,
foreat production goals in many countries of the Region have been radlically reviseds

Hoting, however, that timber requirements are riging faster than had been
anticipated, larzely because of the satisfactory economic growth rates achieved .in
certain parts of the Reglonj

Recopnising that the Region, therefore, is still faced with the prospect



of a considerable deficit in 1975, which will continue to grow in subsequent decades;

Noting too that the establishment of forest industries in the Region is
8111l lagging behind both needs and possibilities;

Recognising the significant contribution which soundly-based forest and
related industries can make to accelerating economic growth, impori-saving and exchange
warning, as well as raising living standards;

URGES Member. Governments to:

(i)

(i)

(111)

Once again review their forest production goals,
taking into account regional needs, extra-regional
export possibilities, and the new techniques of
intensive wood production now available;

Take necessary administrative, staff, legislative and
financial measures to assure the forest estate necessary
to enable the forest to discharge its protective role,
and to provide for future timber needs;

Create, where it does not yet exist, appropriate machinery for
the medium and long~term planning of forest and forest
industries development.

REQUESTS the Director~General to:

(1)

(i1)

(3ii)

Keep under review national trends in the forest and timber
economy in the Region, and issue at intervals a thorough
analysis of these trends drawing attention to the regional
and world implications;

Devote greater attention, in planning his futurs work

program, to the need for promoting high-yield intensive forestry
in the countries of ithe region both through raising productivity
in the natural forest and through the establishment of
plantations of quick—growing tree species;

Asgigt countries of the Region to improve their
methods of planning for forest and forest industry
development by:

(a) preparing suitable manuals and teaching
materials

(r) organizing training centres, and

(¢) providing technical assistahce experts when requested.
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XIT. ORGANIZATION OF FISHERY RESEARCH IN RELATION TO DEVELOPMENT

201, PFollowing a statement iniroducing the item "Organization of Iisheries HResearch

in Relation to Development" (FERC. 62/14) several Member Governments described their
approach to research on fisgheries problems and pointed out that the limiting factor was
the scarcity of trained personnel., This extended not only to the more advanced long
term researches covering the fields of biology, technology and economics but also to
the training of personnel in the applied field where results could be expected in a
shorter period of time.

202, A recommendation by the delegate from Indonesia that the Director-~General be
invited to explore the possibility of establisbing regional training centres under
E,P.T.A. especially directed. towards the training of instructors and methods of
instruction was endorsed by the Conference. It was generally felt that such action
would assist training institutions already established in the region to become more
effective. Accordingly, the Indo-Pacific Fisheries Council which was about to meet
in Korea, was invited to consider the problem and lend its support to the proposal.

203. It was gonerally agreed that inland fisheries production of the region, es-
pecially that from pond culture, would greatly expand in the future and that such
expansion would be accelerated by the application of selective breeding and genetic
studies as well as by the development of methods of breeding under controlled arti-
ficial conditions, as for example, the successful techniques which had been developed
under the FAO — Malayan program for the giant fresh water prawn. The Conference taking
note of the promising developments in the culture of such prawn and of the existence of
the species in almost all countries of the Region, supported a recommendation made by
the delegate from Thailand that fish culture specialists in the Region should be given
training in artificial oulture of this valuable apecies of prawn. It accordingly
requested the Indo-Pacific Fisheries Council to consider the question at its next Session
to be held in October 1962,

204, On the other hand, it was thought that the increase in production might be limited
by the spread of fish diseases about which little was yet known.

205. Moved by the delegate of Malaya, the following Resolubtion was adoptedi~

RESOLUTION No, 6/62
THE CONFERENCE

Recognizing the imporiance of inland fisheries including
pond culture in the economy of the countries of the region,
Believing that these fisheries are destined for greater
expangion and intensification,

Believing also that the incidence of fish disease, the origins
and etiology of which are still largely unknown, is likely to
be an increasingly menacing deterrent to such expansion and
intensification,

Calls the atiention of Member Govermments to the desirability
of encouraging universities, colleges and appropiate research
institutions to undertake basic studies in fish pathology which
can lead to practical methods for preventing, controlling and
curing such diseases,

Requests the Director~General to explors the possibilities of
seouring the co-operation of U.N.E,S5.C.0. in rendering
assgistance to such universities, colleges and institutions in
order to develop facilities for basic studies on which action
may be based for the prevention and cure of such diseases,
Invites the I.P.¥F.C. tor~

(1) associate itself closely with such efforts
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(i1) foster these studies by such means as are at its
. disposal

(4ii) advise on the practical application of the results
of such studies.

206, It was generally recognized that any large increase in fisheries production in
the region would depend upon the development of the off-shore or ocean figheries. This
would reguire improvement in fish finding, provision of better boats and gear, the
training of fishermen to use appropriate navigation equipment and better shore facili-
ties all of which would need increased investment, besides the training of personnel
at all levels.

207, It was recognized that increased production would call for improvement in the
preservation of the product and better marketing, The Conference endorsed a suggestion
made by the delegate from the Philippines that a group countiry project be orzaniszed
wnder E.P.T.A, for the training in statistical methods as a prerequisite to economic
studies of marketing and distribution of fish.

208, As to the methods employed by Governments to guide research and to determine
priorities therein, the Conference was in agreement with a recommendation made by the
délegate from India that Governments of the region consider the systems used by other
well developed countries, as for example, the principles governing the establishment
and conduct of the Fisheries Remearch Board of Canada.

209. The Conference generally welcomed ithe work done and the international approach to
Tisheries oceanographical problems,the solution of which was the key 1o greater oceanic
production. It stressed the importance of research in fisheries oceanography and noted
that international cooperation in this field exists also in Oceania.



- 44 -

}

XIII. REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE FAO/ECAFE AGRICULTURE DIVISION

210. The Conference took note of the progress report on the work of the Joint FAO/
ECAPE Agriculiure Division (Document FERC 62/15) and the introductory statement,
commended the Division for its very useful activities and endorsed its program of
work. It noted that the Division provided the means for integrated study and action
in fields of common interest to the FAO and ECAFE and thus helped to avoid duplication
of effort. :

211, The activities of the Division in the field of agricultural development
programmning (which include the undertaking of purposive studies and the provision of
assistance for training of persomnel) received general support, while the useful role
the division could play in underteking studies of national plans with a view to
facilitating their harmonization, wag specifically menticned. It was noted that some
of the recommendations of the Conference for more studies with economic implications
would increase the work-load of the Division. In this context, some delegates sug-
gested the strengthening of the staff of the Division.

212. Several delegates supported the case study approach and referred to the studies
made by the Division which they had found useful, especially the studies relating to
capital formation in agriculture and the utilization of agricultural surpluses for.
economic development. The delegate from Ceylon suggested the undertaking of case
studies to appraise the results of past efforts in that country to secure increases in
agricultural production through price support measures or provision of agricultural
credit,

213. The Conference noted the importance of providing adequate and timely credit at
reasonable interest as an essential element of agricultural development.

214. It also noted that in most countries the main source of agricultural credit was
the money-lender whose interest charges were considered sexorbitant. The Governmenta
of the countries in this region were itrying to increase the supply of institutional
credit but were facing many practical problems. For example, the type of institution
at the primary level that would be most suitable, (single purpose or multi~purpose
cooperative, or other institution), the factors to be considered in determining its
gize, the procedures to be adopied for advancing loans, their recovery, the ar-
rangements to be mads for linking oredit with marketing extension, and the types of
training required for personnel at different echelons of a cooperative or other system,
were some of the problems being faced. The Conference welcomed the proposal to convene
a joint FAO/ECAFE Centre on Institutions for Agricultural Financing and Credit in 1963
at which the problems involved in this field (including those of supervised credit)
would be discussed in detail in order that participants could coatribute effectively
.to the Centre, and urged that the detailed agenda,should be made available to the
countries as goon as possible,

215, The delegate from Korea referred to the new program in the field of agricultural
credit and price policy now in operation in that couniry and expressed the hope that
nembers of ithe Joint Division would be able to observe these programs and to discuas
them with the authorities concerned,
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XIV.  AGRICULTURAL INFORMATION

216, The Conference stressed the importance of agricultural information services
supplementing and supporting the work of extension officers, in the task of reaching
scientific information to farmers as a means of stepping up production.

217. It heard a statement on the range, scope, nature, and frequency of farm radio
services and their important role in education and agriculiural extension work.

218. The delegates of Pakistan, Japan, India, Malaya, the Philippines, Australia and
the USA described the present state and extent of their agricultural information
services and made a number of suggestions as fto how FAO could be of assistance in
strengthening those services. The Pakistan delegate stated that his country would
welcome the services of i) an expert trained in the art of disgeminating scientific
knowledge amongst the farmers; ii) an expert for the production of agricultural films;
iii) training facilities for three persons in the art of disseminating technical
knowledge; iv) provision of cheap radio sets, and v) provision of equipment for the
production of agriculiural films,

219, The delegate of Japan offered technical cooperation in improving agricultural
information services in the countries of the region. The delegate for India also
appealed for cheap radic sets and for FAO to publish from time to time & magazine on
the experience gained in agricultural information services by technically developed
countries. The delegate of Malaya said his country would welcome assistance from FAO
in the use of masg media and through the provision of radio and other equipment and
technical training. The delegate for the Philippines also stressed the need for
equipment and the training of personnel., '

220, There was unanimous support for the view put forward by the delegate for Australia
that FAO should, through its Headquarters and regional information services in the
region, supply them with a greater flow of material suited to their needs, especially
in the first place, radio tapes, film—clips and other visual material and aids. This
should be a cooperative effort with the agricultural information services in the region
keeping the FAO Public Information Service advised as %to'the type of information
material hest suited to their purpose. The Conference also recommended that the
Director—Ceneral of FAO should be urged to arrange a training centre on farm radio for
radio for the Far Fast as soon as possible, preferably early in 1963, end that FAO
should organize training centres on rural and farm broadcasting each year over a three
year period commencing in 1964, the centres to be financed from technical assistance
funds as part of the Expanded Technical Assistance Program.

22i. The delegate for the USA stated that him country wholeheartedly supported FAO in
its task of helping member governments to improve their agricultural services, of which
rural snd farm broadcasting should be a part. He emphasized the need to develop a
well-balanced program embracing the use of all media, and laid stress on the organi-
zational and training aspects of FAO's work in this field. His government recognized
that the program would call for a budget increase but thought this budget item should
be modestyenough to initiate the: work and give FAO experience in what should be done.
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xv. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF FAO IN THE REGION

222. The Conference in examining Item 17 (FERC 62/17) noted that it had been invited
to give its views on the question of how FPAO's work in the region could be made as
effective as possible consistent with the resources available.

223, The delegate of Pakistan, while affirming his CGovernment's continued support for
the existing regional offices thought that in view of the limited financial resources
at the disposal of the Organization; the administrative overhead costs involved in the
setiing up of a new officej the steadily increasing volume of work in the region
particularly in view of the demands of the operational programs; the need for strength-
ening the technical services and the desirability of extending the services of the
Organization equally to all the member countries; instead of sub-regional offices, the
situation could best be met by providing a full-time country representative to each
country as envisaged in Resolution No. 17/61 adopted by the Eleventh Session of the
TAQO Conference. He suggested that the Director—General be requested to prepare a
detailed statement setting forth his plans for the expansion of the work in the region
over the next 5 years slong with the financial implications. In so doing he should
examine also the relative merits and costs of strengthening existing regional offices
vis~8—vis the establishment of new sub-regional offices. He should make the study
available tc all countries of the region for a fuller expression of their views. If,
however, it was thought desirable to set up a sub-regional office in Oceania, he would
have no objection due to its geographical location.

224, The Indian delegate considered that as the cost of sirengthening the country
representatives' offices would have to be met from Technical Assistance funds, any
such action would reduce the funds so badly needed for field programs. He expressed
doubts as to whether the country representative would be able to fulfil the administra—
tive and cooxrdinating functions normally performed by the regional or sub-regional
office, Other regions such as Latin America, Africs and Europe had regional and sub—
regional offices, and it was logical that this region, the biggest and most populous

of all, with manifold problems should not be treated less favourably. In his view, the
solution would be to strengthen the regional structure, if need be, by the addition of
aub~regional offices.

225, Referring to the document under discussion, the delegate of Indonesia thought
that the title of the region implied three distinct geographical groupings within the
region, South Fast Asia, the Far Bast, and Oceania. In his view, the situation would
have to be approached from & realistic point of view because of the limited resources
available and the need for their rational use. Geographical location; physical con~
ditions, cultural differences and social standards of the people would require also
to be taken into account. While supporting the cost atudy suggested by the delegation
of Pakistan, he wanted the study to include the coat of dividing the region into the
three specific geographical areas as mentioned earlier each to be serviced by a
geparate regional office. A comparative study of the cost involved would enable the
delegates to make purposeful suggestions with the sole objective of obtaining the
best servicing facilities within resources available.

226, The delegate of France drew the attention of the Conference to the additional

cost involved in whatever proposal that might ultimately be agreed upon, and thought
that the setting up of an addiiional sub~regional oiiice for Oceania was now. necessary
at present, since the South Pacific Commission was providing adequate technical services
for the region on most of the agricultural issues. Cluse cooperation of the Commission
with the FAO would, at least for the time being, meet the need. The FAQ/ECAFE Joint
Division at Bangkok might be interested to establish closer liaison with the South
Pacific Commission.

227. The Augtralian delegate, while endorsing the views expressed by the French
delegate, pointed out the proximity of Oceania and the community of problems which
i+ shared with countries in the region,
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228, The New Zealand delegate also drew attention to the work of ths South Pacific
Commission and its cooperation with the U,N, and Specialized Agencies. With regard
to Western Samoa which had attained independence from 1st January 1962, he thought
that such valuable technical assistance should be continued. He agreed that at the
present stage, it might be premature to consider a sub-regional office in Oceania,

229. The delegate of Burma was in favour of additional sub-regional offices to

serve the region if the cost were not unreasonable, while the delegate of Japan
thought that appointment of country representatives should be based on the needs of a:
country depending on the size of its technical assistance programs and not be

regarded as a routine matter of having a representative for each country.

230, The delegate of Thailand associated himself with the views expressed by the
delegate of Japan,

231, The U.S. delegate favoured the sirengthening of the system of country
representatives where appropriate, but expressed the view that a decision on the
matter should be left to the representatives of member countries situated in the
region.

232. On behalf of the ¥AO, the Assistant Director-General, Mr., Weisl, traced the
history of the regional ‘and sub~regional offices and the institution of country
representatives in countries. He indicated clearly the importfance attached by the
Director~General to a decentralization of the work in order tu improve the services
provided by the Crganization to member countries. The regional and sub-regional
offices are much closer than Headquarters not only in terms of distance but also in
terms of community of interests to the needs and problems of member countries. They
were also the main channels through which the Director-Jeneral and the Headquarters
could feel the pulse of member countries. In this way the needs of countries in the
region could be quickly met.

233, The Conference was also apprised of the relations between the regional
representative, deputy regional representative and the country representatives and

the overall respongibility the regional representative, as the Director-General's
representative, had in the region, for coordinating all FAO programs and communicating
with the Director-Jeneral on the needs of the region to ensure they are taken into
consideration in formulating the program of work and budget of the Organization,

234. The consensus of opinion was, that taking into account the financial
implications involved, there was not an adequate case, at present, for the
establighment of additional sub-regional offices in the region. There was general
agreement that strengthening the existing offices in the region, particularly by the
addition of specialists to fill gaps in particular subject-matter fields as recommended
by the Conference earlier agenda items, should have priority. For a more concrete
expression of views, the Conference thought it would be helpful if a comparative
gtudy could be undertaken on the cost of (i) establishing a new sub-regional office,
(ii) strengthening existing offices with specialists for the more effective servicing
of the region as a whole, and (iii) dividing the entire region into more compact
areas taking into account geographical, social and other relevant factors,
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XVI. POLICY IHPLICATIOFS OF REPORTS, MEETINGS AND STUDIE§
(2) Bighth Session of the International Rice Commission (IRC)

235, The Conference commended the I.R.C. for its very comprehensive report and

indicated general agreement with its recommendations. It appreciated the emphasis

given by the I.R.C. to long—term programming and suggested that its program of work
should closely reflect the needs of member countries in the improvement of their rice
agriculture within the framework of overall economic development. The Conference
endorsed the recommendation that the lonp~term program of the I.R.C. could best be served
by the forward planning of the agenda of fubture meetings of the I.R.C. Working Parties
on Rice Production and Protection, Rice Soils, Water and Fertilizer Practices, and
Agricultural Engineering Aspects of Rice Production, Storage and Processing.

236. The Conference adopted a recommendation, proposed by the delegate of Indonesia,
that FAO should examine the question of associating with the I.R.C. the rice~producing
countries of Latin America and Africa so that the problems of rice could be dealt with
on & global bapis. The findings of such an examination should be reported to the next
F.A.0, Conference.

(v) Pirst Session of the Regional Working Party on Farm Management

237. The Conference noted with satisfaction the Report of the First Session of the
Regional Working Party on Farm Management held in Kyoto, Japan, in October, 1961. The
Conference apgreed with the view expressed by the VWorking Party, that improvement of
management techniques at the farm level was the key to the successful implementation of
agricultural development projects. It was pleased {0 note that a Committee on the
Preparation of a Farm Monagement Manual had been established and would shortly meet.,

238, The Conference appreciated the Circulation of Parm Management Notes for Asia and
the Far Bast published in June and December each year and considered that such a
publicztion wag the beat medium of communication amongst the farm management workers
in the Region,

239, The Conference recommended that FAO ghould conduct a survey on farm management
work in the Reglon early in 1963 and transmit the survey ‘o member governments.

240. The Conference felt that the organiszation of national training centres and
peminars on farm management on the basis of successful centres sponsored in Pakistan
and India should be extended %o other member countries in the reglon,

241. Recognizing the importance of expanding the farm management work in the Region,
the Conference supported the recommendations made b, the First Session urging member
countries to undertake pilot schemes on (i) degsirable changoeg in farming systems needed
for production increase, (i1) farm planning and programming in land settlement and irri-
sation project areas, (iii) productive utilisation of rural man-power, (iv) preparation
of farm plans with effective supervised credit, and (v) improvement of management ef-
ficlency at the farm level in nelected areas,

(¢) Fifth and Sixth Sessions of tho CCP Consultative Sub~Committes
on the Economic Aapects of Rice,

242, The Conferonce noted the Reports of the Pifth and Sixth Sessiona of the Consule-
tative Sub-Committee on the Economic Aspeccts of Rice and expressed its appreciation for
the work of thim Group. The recommendations made by the Sub-Committee were generally
welcomed and the Delepate for India stated that his Government had accepted, and would
implement, the recommendations of the two messions,

243. The policy conclusions of the Sizth Seasion of the Sub-Committee had been found
very relevant to the discussions of the Conference on the commodity implicetions of
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national plans. The Conference requested the Dirsctor-General to transmit to the next,
i.e. the Seventh Session of the Sub-Committee - to be held in Tokyo starting 14th
February 1963 - that part of the Conference's own report (Chapter 1Va) and to draw the
Sub~Committee's particular attention to Resolutions No. 1/62 and 2/62 adopted by the
Conference,

(d) Trourth Session of the FAO Group on Coconut and Coconut Products

244, 'The Conference welcomed the Report of the Fourth Session of the FAO Group on
Coconut and Coconut Products., The great importance of markets in other regions for

this commodity, mainly exported from this region, was stressed, and the Conference
requested the Director-—General ito transmit to the next Session of the Group its Resow
lution No. 2 drawing particular attention to the passage urging the governments of
developed countries to ensure a reasonable access into their markets for the agricultural
products exported from the region.

245. The Conference requested the FAO Group on Coconut and Coconut Products to explore
the possibility of widening the market for coconut products by a better utilization of
the protein content, thereby also helping to reduce the protein deficiency of the
region,

(e) ¥A0 International Conference on Fish Meal and the FAQ
International Conference on Pigh in Nutrition

246, The Conference welcomed the report of the FAC International Conference on Fish
Meal, which had been called specially for the purpose of seeking relief from the situ~-
ation brought about by the impact of greatly increased production of fish meal and the
instability of export markets. The Conference expressed the view that & solution 1o
the problem lay in creating new demands for the product.

247, The Conference also took note of the report of the FAO International Conference
on Figh in Nutrition held in Washington in 1961. It was also noted that fisheries
technologists, nutritionists and the fishing industry had participated in the Inter-
national Conference on Fish in Nutrition through appropriate contributionz. The
Conference further noted with satisfaction that action on the report would, among other
thingsy lead to the publication of & bock entitled “Fish in Nutrition" containing
valuable data in support of increased fish consunption,

(f) Food Legislation Seminar

248, The Conference was apprised of the iuportant recommendations of the Food Legiag-
lation Seminar sponsored by FAO in Bangkok in August 1962, It particularly noted
deficiencies in the enforcement of food legislation resuliing in a high percentaga of
food adulteration, the need for starting food control on the raw food products such as
meat, fish and poultiry, adoption of appropriate food astandards and marketing certifi~
cation systems, and the lack of laboratory facilities as well ag of technical personnel
at all levels in testing food and food products.

249, Vhile generally endorsing the recomnendations of the Food lLegislation Seminar for
action, the Conference placed particular emphasis on the item dealiny with laboratory
facilities in food-testing, including a model blue-print for food control laboratories,
specialized equipment needed, and the stafiing and training of personnel of auch labora-
tories. It also endorsed the recommendation of the Seminar to explore the possibility
of convening, at an aspyropriate time, a4 meeting on feod lepyislation, hypgiene and sani-
tation to be organized jointly by FAO and VHO,
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XVII. FUTURE ORIENTATION OF FAO'S WORK IN THE REGION

250. The Regional Representative, Mx. Ahsan-ud-Din, reviewing the fuiture orientation
of PAO's work in the region as it had emerged from the deliberations of the Conference,
referred to the high level of discussions which had taken place and the cordiality
which had prevailed throughout. He mentioned the contributions of delegations on the
agricultural situation in their countries and the many proposals made for invoking
FAO's aseistance, which would prove most valuable to the Director-General in preparing
hizs Program of Work and Budget for the ensuing biennium., He thanked the delegates for
their expression of confidsnce in the Organization and in its leadership and assured
them of FAO's continuing desire to serve the best interests of Member Governments.

251, He expressed the view that the objectives of the Freedom-from~Hunger Campaign
had in o sense pervaded the work of the Conference and thanked delegations for their
interest in and support of the Campaign, while commending the establishment of National
Committees and the activities undertaken by those Committees. He emphasized the
educational aims behind the Campaign and the necessity to create an awareness among the
reople in the countries of the region thai in the ultimate analysis only their own
efforts could serve to eliminate hunger and improve living stendards. He expressed
confidence in the oupport governments would give to the World TFood Congress.

252, He described the UN/FAQ Vorld Food Program ss offering an opportunity o membex
countries to cooperate in the golution of feood and agriculiwral problems, particularly
in the implementation of projects where food could be used zas an ald to economic and
social development. He considered that the Conference had rightly emphasized, bearing
in mind the rolatively small sum of money available, that projects should be carefully
selected, well prepaved, clearly defined, and with a clear demonstrational effect. THe
hopad rhe.v on the basis of the experi{uce gained, wider muliilateral programs might in
the future be launched.

253, He recalled the stress the Conference had leid on the need For coordinating the
aggisience received through various technical assisiznce programs, which should be
related to the development plans in each country. o cssursd the Conference that these
views were stroungly supported by PAD and its sizter ayo vas

the Tuture work
mrxcuimurv‘ Hex

254, Turning to the broad guidelines provided by the
of FAO, he stressed the great advence which had boen 1
waz happy e note that Membern Governments had fully mecogmised
into consideration the plans of other cowmtries in relation %0 €
with referznces to agriculiuvral commodities of bagic lmporitance in ingio- fﬁflo‘.m
Hs believed that the Conference had fully recogniszed the advantages whlch could accrue
frow the harmonigzation of national plans and welcomed the steps suggested for bringing
about greater harmony in targets and policies. He thought delogates had xightly ex—
pressed concern on the limitations of thelr export earning from agriculiural products
which retarded developmeni and had correctly aspprecisited the need for the stabilisation
of prices of agricultural commodities through international commodity sgresments or
other appropriate srrangements. Of particular importance was the reconmendation
addressed to governments of developed countries 1o engure reasonable access into thelr
marketas for the agricultural products of thig region.

e

W% :33.{‘..! heb

255. In the drawing up of national plans the Conference had recognized that certain
important elements were deserving of rspecial attention. There was a great need io
enlist the support of Tarmmers in the preparation of such plansg =mince no plan would be
successful vhich did not have the farmers® support. In this connection great attention
ghould be paid to incentives, eredit (including supervised eredit), and marketing,

256, The harmful effects of the pursuit of self-sufficiency at all cogts was stres: o,
while the development of agricultursl statisticm as & basis for sound plannxng WaE
elearly recognized. The Conference had also recognized the importance of taking nu-
tritional considerations fully into sccount in the preparation of natlonal plang,
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The need for diversification of agriculture and the production of protective foods had
been repeatedly emphasized. The importance of farm management and land and water develop-
ment had also been stressed. He promised that in all these fields FAO would assist to the
full extent of its resources and would continue to publish theverious gitudies which had
been found so useful.

257. He was happy to note the great importance that the Conference had attached to agri-
cultural development plamning, especially as oriented towards increasing agricultural
productivity and agsured the Conference that it was FAO*s firm intention to cooperate
closely with the proposed Asian Institute for Economic Development which would, he hoped,
pay full and adequate attention to the sector of agricultural planning.

258. In the matter of animal production and health, he was pleased to note the interest
of governments in the establishment of an Animal Health Institute and an Animal Pro-
duction Inatitute, both under the Special Fund. He observed that the Conference had
paid particular attention 40 the development-of Fisheries, especially the. study

of fish diseases, the exploration of offshore fisheries, and the preservation of flﬂh.
In addition, the vital necessity for the training of personnel hed been repealbedly
stressed.

259, In the field of forestry, countries had teken vigorous messures t¢ raise forest
production goals to meet a critical situation. Demand was growing and urgent attention
30 the development of forest indusiries was necessary. He pointed oub that in forestry
particuwlarly the Lutility of pursuing autarchic policies was clearly demostrated.

260, Referring to the agrarian gtructure, he itemized the action teken by FAO leading
to the proposed establishment of an Agrarian Research and Training Institute in Malaya
which was now before the Special Fund for its consideration. He recognized the unani-
mous support the goverumenis of the region gave to this proposal and the high expec—
Hations they entertained in its successful establisbment. He mentioned also the great
interest shown by delegates in the possibiliities presented by mags information media,
particularly farm radio.

261. He was gled o note the gupport expressed for the work carried out by the Joint
PAO/LGAFE Agriculture Division, especially In fthe ficld of agriculiural development
planning. On the orgenization of FAO's work in the region he thought there hed been

a concengug of opinion on the nesd to astrengthen the technicel services in the region
g0 a2y to provide more effective help and to £ill existing gaps. He recognized the
desire of the Conference to have before it more detailed information on which decisions
could be bhased regarding the further sirvenghihening of FAO's work in the region as a
whole through the possible esiablishment of additional offices.

262. In conclusion, he agsured the Conference that the Director-General would take
fully into account all the proposals made in connection with his Program of Work and
Budget for 1964/65. He pointed out, however, that it was wup to the main FAO Conference
to take the final declgions and that it was nscessary for government representatives

at that Conference to made their wishes clcarly known.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

A, LIST OF DELEGATES AND OBSERVERS

AUSTRALTA

Representative: F.,A., GROGAN, First Assistant
Secretary, Dept. of Primary
Industry, Canberra

Alternates: C.S5, CHRISTIAN, Member, Executive
Committee, Commonwealth Scientific
and Industrial Organization,
Melbourne

Lance JQSEPH, Third Secretary,
Australian Commission,
Sirgapore

Adviser: A.J. LESLIE, Senior Lecturer
in Forest Management, School of
Forestry, University of
lelbourne, Victoria

BURMA

Representatives Ye GOUNG, Director-General,

, A.R.D.C.,, Addlitional Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture ‘and
Forestry, Rangoon

Alternates: Xhin Haung, Economic'Bofanist,
Agricultural Depart., Rangoon

Soe HLING, Deputy General
Hanager, S.A.M.B., Rangoon

Soe MYINT, Assistant Executive
officery, A.R.D.C., Rangoon

Kyaw UYINT, Executive Officer
and Agricultural Economist,

The Agricultural and Rural
Development Corporation, Rangoon
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CEYLON

Joseph Valentine FONSEKA,
Commissioner of Agrarian Services,
Dept. of Agrarian Services,
Colombo

Leslie Francis TISSEVERASINGHE,
Deputy Director of Fisheries,
Department of Fisheries,
Colombo

FRANCE

André ANGLADETTE, Inspecteur
général de Recherches, Institut -
de Recherches Agronomiques
Tropicales et des Cultures
Vivrieres, Paris

INDIA

Ram Subhag SINGH, Minister of
Agriculture, New Delhi

3. MULLICK, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Food and Agriculture,
New Delhi

M.S. PAVAR, Deputy Agricultural

Commigsioner, New Delhi

Ragavan NAIR, Ministry of
Agriculture, New Delhi



Representative:

Alternatess

Associates

Ropresentative:

Alternate:

Agsociate:

Adviser:

Regresentativé:

Alternate:

Aggociates
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INDONESTA

Soesilo H, PRAKOSO, Department of
Agriculture and Agrarian Affairs,
Djakaxrta :

Hasanuddin S. ANIN, Director,
Directorate of Fisheries, Djakarta

Zainal ARIFIN, Director,
Directorate of Animal Husbandry,
Djakarta

I. JASIN, Economlic Attache, Embassy
of the Republic of Indonesia,
Kuala Lumpur

JAPAN

Mitsugi YAMASHITA, Counsellox,
Minister's Secretariat, Minisiry
of Agriculture and Poresiry, Tokyo

I. ARIYOSHI, Second Secretary of
Japanese Embassy, Kuala Lumpur

Marehito IKEDA, Technical Official,
Minister®s Secretariat, Minigtry
of Agriculture and Foresiry, Tokyo

Tetgsuo WATANABE, Adviser, Foreign
Affairs Ministry, Tokyo

XOREA

In Woo LEE, Director, Agricultural
Administration Bureau, Ministry of
Agriculture and Porestry, Seoul

Kyu Song BAE, Chief, Food Adminig—
tration Division, Minisiry of
Agriculture and Forestry, Seoul

Hae Hon JONG, Official, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Seoul



Representant:

Adjoint:

Expert:

Representative:

Alternate:

Asgsocliates:
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LAOS

Keo VIPHAKONE, Secrétaire d'Etat a
la Prévoyance Sociale, Ministdre

de la Prévoyence Sociale, Vientiane,
Laos

Tieo Somsavath VONGKOTH, Directeur
de 1l*Agriculture, Vientiane

Bouaphat CHANTHAPANYA, Directeur,
Service des Forets, Vientiane

MALAYA

ABDUL AZIZ BIN ISHAK, Minister of
Agriculture and Cooperatives,
Kvala Lumpur

ZAINAL ABIDIN BIN RAJA HAJI TACHIK,
Acting Permanent Secretary, Minis—
try of Agriculture and Cooperatives,
Kuala Lumpur

MOHAMAD BIN JAMIL, Director of
Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculiure
and Cooperatives, Kuala Lumpur

JOHARI BIN HAJI MOHAMAD DAUD,
Director of Veterinary Services,
Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, Kuala Lumpur

SOONG MIN KONG, Director of
Figheries, Ministry of Agriculture
and. Cooperatives, Kuala Lumpur

MOHAMAD ALWY BIN HAJI SULEIMAN,
Chief Conservator of Forests,
Division of Forestry, Ministry of
Agriculture and Co~operatives,
Kuala Lumpur

MOHAMED HUSSEIN IBRAHIM, Commissioner
for Cooperative Developmenty

Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, Kuala Lumpur
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MALAYA

Selvadurai SINNATHAMBY, Commissioner
for Agricultural Census, Ministry

of Agriculture and Cooperatives,
Kuala Lumpur

Hong Chiew OW YANG, Deputy Director,
Drainage and Irrigation Division,
Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, Kuala Lumpur

SHABDIN BIN MOHAMAD BASHIM,
Deputy Chairman, Rural and Indug=—
trial Development Authority
Kuala Iumpur.

Richard William KELLY, Deputy
Controller, Trade Division,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
Kuala Lunmpur

BASIR BIN ISMAIL, State Agricul-
tural Officer, Departament of
Agriculture, Johore Bharu, Johore

AHEMAD YUNUS, Senior Entomologist,
Department of Agriculiure,
Kuala Lumpur

SULAIMAN BIN ABDULLAH, Assistant
Secretary, Economic Planning Unit,
Prime Minister's Depariment,
Kuala Lumpur

Datin Lady THOMSON, Senior
Nutrition Officer, Institute for
Medical Resgearch, Kuala Lumpur

R.P. JEGARAJ, Assistant Secretary,
Ministry of Rural Development,
Kuala Lumpur

NIX MOHAMAD SALLEH, Assistant
Controller, Trade Divisiony
Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
Kuala Lumpur

ABDULAH BIN ABDUL KADIR,
Assistant Controller, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,

Kuala Lumpur.



Representatives

Adviser:

Representatives

Alternate:

Representative:

Alternate:
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MALAYA

A.R, PERNANDEZ, Senlor Assistant
Controller,; Trade Division,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
Kuala Lumpur

MOHAMED ISMAIL BIN MOHAMED NOOR,
Aggigtant Controller, Trade
Division, Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, Kuala Lumpur

NETHERLANDS

Benno WESTENBERG, Agricultural
Attache, Royal Netherlands Embassy,
New Delhi.

Gerardus Jacobus Antonius TERRA,
Director N.E.D.E.R.F., Utrecht

KEW ZEALAND

Bruce Macdonald BROWK, First
Secretary, New Zealand High
Commission, Kuala Lumpur

William Laurie MIDDLEMASS,
New Zealand Government Trade
Conmissioner, Kuala Lumpur

PAXISTAN

Ahmed BARKAT, Agricultural Attache,
Pakistan Embassy, Rome

Abdul Alim, Economic Botanist,
Dacca



Repregentative:

Alternate;

Associate:

Representatives

Alternates:

Aggociatess
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PHILIPPINES

Esteban S, PICZON, Under Secretary,
Department of Agriculture and
National Resources, Diliman,

Quezon City

Anacleto CORONEL, Director Animal
Industry, Bureau of Animal
Industry, Manila

Julian BULANADI, Chief Agricultural
Engineer, Bureau of Plant Industry,
Manila

THAILAND

M.R, Chakratong TONGYAL, Under-
Secretary of State for Agriculture,
Ministry of Agriculture, Bangkok

Sala DASANANDA, Director-General,
Rice Department, Bangkok

Siribongse BOON-LONG, Officer,
FAO National Committee, Ministry
of Agriculture, Bangkok

Siri SUBHARNGKASEN, Chief
Veterinary Officer, Livestock
Development Department, Bangkok

Chaly PICHAI RONARONG SONGKRAM,
Deputy Director~General, Department
of Livestock Development, Ministry
of Agriculiure, Bangkok

Choowongse DHANOMKULBUTRA, Chief,
Division of Agrioultural Economics,
Ministry of Agriculture, Bangkok

Vibul STHITIRAT, Chief of Diviaion,
Division of Foreign Agricultural
Relations, Ministry of Agriculture,
Bangkok.



Representative:

Alternates

Aggociates:

Bepresentative:

Alternates

Adviser:

Representative:

Alternate:
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UNITED KINGDOM

Donald BRHIND, Adviser on Agriocul=
tural Research, Department of
Technical Cooperation, London

N.M. GARRARD, Commonwealth Liaison
Qfficer, National Institute
Agricultural Engineering, Bedford

Edward Joseph Hartley BERWICK,
Director of Agriculture, l.Borneo

Philip Cecil CHAMBERS, Director
of Agriculture and Forestry,
Department of Agriculture and
Forestry, Kowloon, Hong-~Kong

James COQOK, Director of Agriculture,
Department of Agriculture,
Xuching, Sarawak

Jokn Norman MCKELVIE, British
Trade Commissioner, Kuala Lumpunr

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Quentin M. WEST?, Chief, Far East
Analysis Branch, US Department of
Agriculture, Washington

H.Xent GOODSPEND, Second Secretary
American Embasay, Kuala Lumpur

Q. Martin MORGAN, Agricultural
Attache, American Embassy,
Kuala Luapur

VIET NAM

TRAN XIM PHUONG, Cherge
d'Affaires, Embasasy of Vietnam,
Kuala Lumpur

DOAN MINH QUAN,
Chief of Rice, Department of
Rural Affairs, Saigon
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UNITED NATIONS

Representative; MOHINDER SINGH, Acting Chief
ECAFE/FAO Agricultural Division
Bangkok

SPECIAL FUND/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BOARD

Representatives A. VAIDYANATHAN Actg-Regional
Representative for South East
Asgia, Kuala Lumpur

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

Representative:  Abdul F.M.K. RAHEMAN, Regional
Director for Asia, Bamgkok

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

Representative: W.W., YUNG, Regional Representative,
Singapore

OBSERVERS ~ OBSERVATEURS

WORLD VETERAN'S FEDERATION

E.J, TAVANLAR, World Veteran's Federation, Bangkok,

FARMERS ASSOCTIATION

H, AHMAD B.H. ABDULLAH, Parmers' Association, Johore.
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B. CONFERENCE SECRETARIAT

Director~General's Regional Representative Mr. Ahsan-ud-Din
Secretary Mr, Warde-~Jones
Assigtant Secretary Mr. Peebles

Reports Officer ¥r. Nehemiah
Translators Mr, Roland-Gosselin

Mr, Lafrance

Documents Officer Mrg, Mortera

Information Cfficers Mr., Mulgrue
Mr. Day

Secretaries Miss Dingley

Miss Bernard
Migs Almagid
Mr. Nana

C. STAFF IN ATTENDANCE

Mr. B.R. Sen, Director-General
Mr, F. Weisl, ADG, Admin. and Finance
Dr. Finn '
Mr, Krighnaswamy

Br. Schickele

Mr, Aung Din

Mr, Abbott

Mr, Bantegui

Mr, Chang

Mr, Cochrane

Dr, Cockrill

Mr, Day

Mr., De

Mr, Ellington

Me, Fugalli

Dr, Jacoby

Dr. Kahane

Mr, loerbroks

Mr. Mulgrue

Mr. Parthasarathy
Mr. Thielebein

Mr. Westoby

D. COVERNMENT OFFICERS

Inche Abdul Rahman bin Hamidon - Senior Conference Officer (Malayan Secrt.)‘
Inche Raslan bin Datu Abdullah -~ Secretary Organizing Committee (Malayan‘ )
Secrt.

¥, Chairmah of the FAO Council = Mr, Louis Maire..



- 62 -

ANNEX II

Agenda -~ SIXTH FAO REGTIONAL CONFERENCE FOR ASIA AND THE FAR EAST

A,

B.

C.

Kuala Lumpur, Malaya, 1529 September 1962

INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

l. Opening of the Conference

2. Election of Chairman and Vice~Chairman

3. Adoption of the Agenda

THE WORK OF FAO IN ASIA AND THE FAR EAST AND THE FCOD AND AGRICULTURE
SITUATION

4. Trends and objectives in the work of FAO in Asia and the Far

5

Bast — Introductory statement by the Director-General

Review of the food and agricultural situation in the region -~
Statements by delegates

GENERAL POLICY QUESTIONS OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURAI DEVELOPMENT IN THE

REGIOR

6.

7.

8.

10,

11.

Agricultural development plannings

(a) Commodity implicationz of current national plans in the
light of the world outlook with special reference to trade
problems and economic growth in the region

(b) Other major problems being encountered in the planning of
agricultural development

(¢) The problems of statistical date in planning
(d) EBffective use of external assistance:

i; Technical Cooperation Programs
ii) Vorld Food Program

Freedom~from-Hunger Campaign in relation to economic development
and the World Food Congress

The role of integrated land and water development planning in
accelerating economic progress

Increasing grain legumes and vegetable production for better
human nutrition

The role of supervised credit in rural development programs

The development of livestock industries in the region
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D, SPECIFIC ACTIVIYTIES OF FAO IN THE REGION NOT DEALT WITH ELSEWHERE

WHICH REQUIRE CONFERENCE GUIDANCE OR GOVERNMENT ACTION

12.

13.
14.
15.
16,
17.
18.

Report of action taken on recommendations of the Fifth Regional
Conference for Asia and the Far Fast

Forest resources and economic development

Organization of fisheries research in relation to development
Report on the work of the FAO/ECAFE Agriculture Division
Agricultural information

The organization of the work of FAO in the region

Policy implications of reports, meetings and studies:

(a) Eighth Segsion of the International Rice Commission

(v) Fifst Sesgion of the Regional Working Party on Farm
Management

(¢) Fifth and Sixth Sessions of the CCP Consultative Sub-
Committee on the Economic Aspects of Rice

(4) Fourth Session of the FAO Group on Coconut and Cosconut
Products

(e) FAO International Meeting on Fish Meal (Rome, March 1961)
and FAO International Conference on Fish in Hutrition
(Washington), September 1961)

B, CONCLUDING ITEMS

19.

20,

The future orientation of ¥AO's work in the region

Adoption of the report
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ANNEX _III

WORKING PAPERS

SIXTH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR ASIA AND 'THE FAR EAST

Kuala Lumpur, 15-29 September 1962

FERC 62/1 Provisional Agenda
la Provisional Aunotated Agenda
2 Review of the Food and Agricultural Situation

in the Region

3 Commodity Implications of Current National Plans
in the Light of the World Outloock with special
reference to Trade Problems and Economic Growth
in the Region

4 Other nmajor problems being encountered in ths
planning of agricultural development

5 The problems of statistical data in planning

ba Effective use of oxternal assistance (technical
cooperation programs)

6b Effective use of external assistance (World Food
Program)
i Freedom from Hunger Campaign in relation %0

economic development and the World Food Congress

8 The role of integrated planning of land and water
development in accelerating economlc progress

G Increasing grain legumes and vegeiablez production
for better human nutrition

10 The xole of superviged credit in xural development

11 The development of livestoek industries in the
Far Bast

12 . Report of action taken on recomuendations of the

5th Regilonal Conference for Asia and the Tar Hasi

13 Torest Resources and Economic Development
14 Organization of Ffisheries research in relation lo
developnent

15  Report on the work of the joint FAO/ECATE
Agriculture Division
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Ligt of Documents (Cont'd)

FERC 62/16 Agricultural information
17 The organization of the work of FAO in %the
Region
18 Policy implications of reports, meetings and
studies
18a Eighth Session of International Rice Commission
19 First Session of the Regional Working Party on

Farm Management.

. Information documentss

FERC 62/ INF/ 2 Advance list of delegates and observers
3 Presentation and report time-table

4 List of documents



A,
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ANNEX IV

RECOMMENDATIONS ADDRESSED TO MEMBER GOVERNMENT AND FAQ

THE CONFERENCE RECOMMENDED THAT MPMBER CGOVERNMENTS.-

1)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

pay due regard to the need to increase productivity through
more efficient methods of production, and review their national
plans s0 as to encourage the use of each type of land for the
growing of the crops economically best suited to it.

of developed countries should ensure reasonable access into
their markets for the agricultural produce of this region.

when formulating or revising their own national plans,

a) take into consideration of the plans of other countriesg

b) consider the measures to stabilise the prices of
agricultural commodities trough International Commodity
Agreements or other appropriate arrangements.

participate in a technical meeting on Marketing Aspects of
Price Policies in 1963, in :

a) Effectively utilize the various technical assistance
programs;this would require the setting up of suitable
coordinating machinery within & country.

b) coordinate and integrate external aid programs within the
national development plans,

consider the feasibility of undertaking technical manpower
resources surveys and request FAO to render all possible
asslstance in this regard.

stress the educational and informational aspects of the
Freedom-from~Hunger Campaign.

take every step to participate fully in the World Food Congress
and urged governments to hold national food congresses prior %o
the World Food Congress to be held in 1963,

a) again review their forest production goals, taking into
account regional needs, extra-regional export poasibilities,
and the new techniques of intensive wood production now
available:

b) Take necessary administrative, staff, legislative and
financial measures to assure the forest estate necessary
to enable the forest to discharge its rrotective role,
and to provide for future timber needs;

) Create, where it does not yet exlat, appropriate maohinery
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for the medium and long-term plamning of forest and forest
industries development.

10) pay attention to the desirability of encouraging universities,
colleges, &and appropriate research institutions uwndertaking
basic studies in fish pathology which could lead o practical
methods of preventing, controlling and curing such diseases.

And invited the I.P.¥.C. to:

(i) associate itself closely with such efforts

(i) foster these gstudies by such means ag are
at its disposal

(1i1) adviee on the practical application of the
results of such studies

11) adopt the recommendations of the C.C.P. Consultative Sub-
- Committee on Economic Aspects of Rice.
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RECOMMENDATION ADDRESSED TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

THE CONFERENCE RECOMMENDED THATS-

1)

2)

3)

4)

FAQ, possibly in conjunction with ECAFE, should provide a
forum in which the countries of the region could compare
and discuss their national plans.

the Director—General continue his study of the repercussions
of economic integration in other regions on the markets for
the agricultural products exported from this regionj and
further requested him tot

(a) Issue similar analysis periodically of the agricultural
plans of countries of the region and analyse their
implications for each other;

(v) Convene, pogsibly in conjunction with ECAFE, a working
group of experts in planning from countries of the
region to conslder these analyses with a view to
achieving greater hammony among the targets and
policies for agriculiures

(e) Provide technical assistance in agricultural planning
and commodity analysis to countries requesting such aidj;

(a) Issue periodically studies of the world commodity marketsy

(a) Continue to bring up~to-date his commodity projections
giving a record of past progress in productiong

(f) Convene a meeting of experts in the region for the purpose
of reviewing work done in the field of commodity
projections in the region and of improving the techniques
%0 be applied in such projections,

the Director-(eneral take the initiative ins

(a) sponsoring, with the co~operation of governmenis and
other interested agenclies, an intensive marketing survey
of the various countries of the region including credit
and co—-operative marketing, etc.,

(b) providing assistance in orgenizing national marketing
training centers,

(c) the establishment of a Marketing Advisory Group or
similar machinery to promote suitable training techniques
and offer other needed services.

the Director-General examine appropriate machinery through
which countries of the region could he asmisted in developing
short and medium term measures designed to satisfy nutritional
conplderations based on attainaeble conmumption targets within
their overall agricultural development plans.
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the Director—General exemine the feasibility of setting up
suitable machinery for essisiting countries in developing
thelr systems of agrieuliuwral statistics and food consumption
BULVEYS,

The Direcior General consider:

2) organizing & regional seminaer for mational adminintvotors
and key-officials engeged in technical assistance
programning operations in order to acguaint them fully
witk the different programuing, planning ond cperation
processes and the rules of procedure for adninistering
the variouvs programs.

b) the issuence of & suitable publication describing the
characteristic features and the distinctive xole of the
different types of aid programs handled by FAC,

the Director~(eneral organise a Technical Meeting for Asia
and the Far East in 1964 on the production of improved
legumes.

the Divector—General corgider the posmsibility of appointing
a specialist in food legumes in the FAO Regional 0ffice for
Asia and the Par BRasth.

In view of +the urgent need for integrated planning in the
Tield of lend and walor usse development, that the subject—
matter specialists attached to the FAO Regional Office im
Banghkok cooperate as 2 team to advise member governments on
reguest,

the Dirsgtor—Qereral provide for & regional specialist in
irrigation practices and drainage facilities.

The FAC Regional Office in Bangkok assist member governments,
vpon request, in the organization of national extension
training centers and the planning of extension pilot projects,.

Consideration should be given to an agreed gonvention on
livestock guarantine regulations along the lines of the
Phyto-Senitary Conventlion for South Bast Asia,

FAQ convene a technical meeting inm the pear futwre on the
Differential Diagnosis of Rinderpest.

The Director-General includs at the earliest date, provision
in the Regular Program for the appointment ofs

a) a Regional Veterinarian, and

b) a Regional Livegtock Production Expert, and

further recommended that until such time as thesge apycintmenis
would be included in the Regular Frogram they shouwld, in view
of the urgent current needs, be implemented under ETAP.



29)

23)

27)

28 )
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The Diiector—General organize a regional center on land
settlement undexr the 1965/66 EPTA program, or earlier,
if other financial resources beceme available.

The Director-Ceneral:—

a) Keep under review national trends in the forest and
timber economy in ithe Region, and issue at intervals
a thorough analysis of these trends, drawing attention
$0 the regional and world implications;

b) Devote attention, in planning his future work program,
to the nesd for promoting high-yield intensive
forestry in the countries of the region both through
raising productivity in the natural forest and through
the establishment of plantations and guick—growing trse
apeciess

¢) Assist countries of the Region to improve their methods
of planning for forest and forest indusiry development
by:

(i) preparing suitable manuals and teaching
materials

(i1) organizing training centeras, and

(iii) providing experts under technical assistance
when requested,

The Indo~Pacific Pisheries Council consider at its next
session the cultivation of giant freshwater prawa.

The director~General explore the y(wzsibility of establishing
fisheries regional training centers undexr ETAP especially
directed towards the training of instructors and methods of
instruction.

The Director—General explors the possibilitiss of securing
the cooperation of UNESCC in rendering assistance to
universities, colleges and research institutions in ordex
to develop facilities for basic studies on fish pathology
on which action could be based for the prevention and cure
of fish disecases.

A group country project under EPTA be organized on training

in statistical methods particularly with regard to the

marketing and distribution of fish.

The Director-Generali-—

&) organize a training center on farm radio for tho Asia
and Yar Esat Region as scon as possible, preferably
early in 1963,

b) organize iraining centers on rural and farm broadcasting.
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16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)
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c) -arrange to provide countries on request with suitable
material for agricultural information needs.

FAO examine the question of associating in the I.R.C. the
rice-~producing countries of Latin America and Africa.

The result of this examination to be reported to the

next FAO Conference.

The Director—General conduct a survey on farm management
work in the Tegion early in 1963, and transmit the results
to member governhmentsa.

FAO wndertake a comparative study on the cost of (a)
establishing a new sub-regional office, (v) strengthening
oxisting offices with specialists for more effective
servicing of the region as a whole and (¢) dividing the
entire region into more compact areas taking into account
geographic, social and other relevant factors,

The Director-General to assist in organizing national
training centers on farm management on request,

The Director~General transmit to the Tth Session of the C.C.P.
Congultative Sub-Committee on the Beonomic Aspects of Rice
Chapter IV (a) of the report of the Sixth FAO Regional
Conference for Asia and the Far Bast, drawing special
attention to Resolutions Nos. 1/62 and 2/62.

The Director-General treansmit to the Fifth Seasion of the

FAO Group on Coconut and Coconut Products Resolution No. 2/62
drawing particular attention to the passage which urges
governments of developed countries to ensure reasonable access
into their markets for the agricultural productsz of this
region.

The FAO Group on Coconut and Coconut Products explore the
possibility of widening the market for coconut products by
a better utilization of the protein content. The Conference
endorsed the recommendations of the Food Legislation Seminar
(Bangkok).

The Conference endorsed the recommendations ofs

&) the Third Far Bast Mseting on Animal Production and
Health, held in Bangkok in December 1961, -

b) ‘the First Session of the Regional W.P. on Farm Management

¢) the C.C.P. Consultative Sub-Committee on the Economic
Aspect of Rice

d) the Food Legislation Seminar (Banglkok) and the report
of the Sixth Session of the A.P.F.C.














