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INTRODUCTION

Delegates from eleven countries and observers from five organizations
attended this Regional Pre-Conference Meeting for Zurape in Rome from 1Oth
to -15th October 1945,

The Meeting was one of a series held in the various FAO Regions prior
to the Fifth Session of the Conference of FAO. in November.

The aira of the Mesting were:.

(a) to agsist ‘Member Governments in preparih@,-for effoctive part-
itecipation in the work of the Conference of ‘FAO, particularly
the -food and agricultural outlook and progremmes in the reglion;

'(b)_”to afford an opportunity for coneideration of probleme antl
action of a reglonal character to which the worid-+wide Confer-
ence could not give detailed attention;

(c) to permit advarce consideration of the important policy questionk
and issues that are likely to come before the Conference; and

(d) to help to improve the work of FAO, especially to coordinating
its future activities with the programmes of Member Governmbnis.

'The -agenda covered a number of important items, inclwdirg (a) Review
of the reglon's food and agricultural situation following the 1949 harvests; -
(b) coneideration of 1950/51 trends in production end consumption; (c) problems
relating to the region's poaition in world trade in food and agricultural
commodities; (&) FAO activities' in the region in the past year and the pro-
gramme of work for 1950 relating tc the region; and (e) FAO's Report on Special
Technical Assistance (point IV).

The Meeting heard statements from the FAO Secretariat summarizing the
prospects, programmes and problems.of the region with regard to production,
trade and. consumption, the outlock for supplies of agricultural requisites,
tnvestment plans and measures under consideration for international action in
the field of food and agriculture as a genersl:background for:the discussions
in the Regional meeting.

. The officers électod for thie Meeting were: Chalrmaen of the Meeting,
Mr. L. Maire, Switzerland; Vice-Chairman, Mr. G. U. Papi, Italy.

A Drafting Committee vag egtablished, composed of the officers of
the Meeting.and representetives of France and the United Kingdom.


FAO LIBRARY AN: 448891


Clij.'/l/r'
cLi/iT/e
Pr.e O

CHAPTER I.

PRESENT SITUATION AND OUTIOQK

Following the 1949 harveets which are now being completed it is clear
that the improvement in total available supplies which during 1948/49 took place
in many parts of Europe could be meintained and extended, provided that imports
continue at a level comparable with that of the preceding twelve months. It is
becoming more and more apparent that the year 1948 marked the ending of acute food
scarcities in Europe and, while production has not yet entirely regained its pre-
war volume, the major rehabilitation in agriculture has been achleved.

For the countries represented at the European Pre-Conference meseting
egricultural production in 1949 may, on the whole, be considered ag satisfactory,
the unfavourable weather conditions during the summer months being unlikely to
endanger the output of essential agricultural products.

Concerning the basic commodities the situation is as follows:
(a) Crops » ‘
Bread grains are generally plentiful and of good quality. In Belgium,
France, Switzerland and Italy crope exceed those of the year beforc. Production
in the United Kingdom, however, is lower than programmed owing to a reduction in
acreage. In Finland, Greece and Yugoslavia the harvest is not up to expectations.

With respect to coarse graing the countries represented have benefited from
& harvest which in many cases exceeded that of 1948, the increase being parti-
cularly noticeable in Yugoslavia.

Production of potatoes in the principal producing countries is appreciably
lower then in the preceding year due to a decrease both in acrcage and in yields.

Output of gugar will equal or surpass the 1948 level.

Vegetables have been plentiful and production of fruits was abundant in France
and good in other countries. Industrial crops e.g. tobacco, flax, hemp, etc.
yielded good harvests in France and Italy, but were lower in Belgium owing to a
reduction in acreage.

(b) Livestock products. As a result of drought conditions, in a number of
countries, milk production in summer declined somewhat from the high levels attained
in the early months of 1949. Tt seems likely, however, that total output in 1949/
50 will be roughly equal to that of the previous year. Production of meat appears
to be less effected by the unfavourable weather conditions, although special
emergency measures had to be teken in France to assist farmers in some production
centres. For Europe as a whole indications are that last year's production of meat
will be exceeded in 1949/50.

Briefly the season which is now ended may be considered as favourable for
Buropean crops. Progress made the year before has been confirmed and consolidated.
Output of liveatock products continues to expand and is unlikely to be appreclably
affected by the aebnormal weather conditions of last summer,

Although not yet able to supply as large a prpﬁb}tion of its food commodity
requirements as beforo the war, European agriculture is already making progress
towards that position.

On the othor hand general economic conditions in several countries could
seriously impair the programmed expansion of agricultural production. For example
in many countries the ratio between prices of agricultural products and those of
production requisites is unfavourable and is teginning to limit farm consumption
of fertilizers and agricultural machinery, as well as private investments in
agriculture.
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Moreovev in spite of the fact that current consumption levels are
approaching the préwar average in most countries, tire composition of the diet is
still inadequete, and in particular, the proportion of certain protective foods
(livestock products and fats) remains unsatisfuctory. In addition in many coun-

triea food expenditure accounts for an excessive share of the femily budget of the
lower income groups.

Finally, the agricultural labor situation continues to cause grave
concern to Governments in several countriss, either because of shorteges es for
example in Yugoslavie, or because of surpluses =8 in Italy and Greece.

49/1249
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CHAPTER II.
PLAN AND PROGRAMMUS OF PPODUCI'ION, TRADF AND CONSUMPTION
After having discussud separately the vroblems relating to the 1950/51 ob

Jeceives of' production, tirado and consumption and the comprehensive informatio

surnl'ad by the Secretariet, the Mseting felt that, because of the interrelate
nati e of the problems involved, it was necessary to present its observations
and ccnclusions in ong report.

A. ZIroduciion -

Hrving noted the views of the delegates of the various countries repre-
sented and taeking into consideration the information furnished, the Meeting is
of the opinion that EBuropean agriculture, through a greater diversification of
its production, end, in particular, through an expanded output of livestock
products, is making progress in its efforts to provide improved consumption
standerds for the peoples of Europe.

These plans for diversification of agricultural production will not be
furlly realized by 1950/51. Thus while the total volume of crop production in
furoye a8 a whole is expected to regain the prewar level in 1950/51, prewar ou
put of livestock products will not be restored by that time in spite of the pr
grermed rapid expansion from current levels. Among the various crops, produc-
tion cf sugar and oilseeds is scheduled to surpass considerably the prewar ave
age, but output of cereals and potatoes will hardly attain its prewar level. |
the principal livestock products total production of milk in 1950/51 is pro-
grawed to reach 92% of the prewar average, meat, 9C%, and fats end oils of al!
tynes, 93%. It should be noted, however, that these figures conceal very cou-
siderable variations as between the various countries.

The Meeting exrressed some apprehension in rezard to the possibility
of fNAly implementing production programmes by 1950/51. Any shortfall in the
ach’everment cf the targets may very well have serious effects on future con-
sumntion levels. In this connection, the Meeting noted that if the continued
increase in Buropean population is taken into account, the planned output of
cros on a per caput dbasis will remain some 8-10% bolow prewar in 1950/51 end
that cf livestock products &s much as 15%.

In order to appraise more completely the possiblilities of reaching the
levels of agricultural precduction programmed for 1950/51, the Meeting gave
spocial attention to the prospective availabilities of agricultural requisites
With regard to agricultural machinery, in particular tractors, and fertilizers
it vas found that Eurore's proprammed requirements could te adequately met fro
the region's own production }/ . However, it appeared of thu utmost importanc
thet measures be taken to help agriculturel producers in the various countries
to heve access to the agricultural requisites European industry is in a positi
to suprly. Such action could be facilitated by an expansion in trade between
the Industrielized areas in Western Furope and the countries of Eastern and
Souh-Fastern Burope. Measures will be needed to ensurs adequate levels of
incere to the farmers end proper relationships between agricultural and indust
rial nrices to enable them to purchase the supplies of requisities needed for
increased production.

'th regard to animal feedingstuffs the Meeting noted that Europe
expecis to remain & large importer. It also noted that an overall increase of
about 77 in the Zuropean output of home-grown feeds including grazing, would
g.ve & quantity of feed equcl to the total prewar imports of all types of feed

'"hils such an increase apvears technically possible, the Meeting recogniz
that an udequate feed supply is hot a matter of quantity alone, the quality

1/ -- Although some imports of tractors and machinery of special type will be
N n=eded.
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composition being equully important, wnd the replacement of imports by expanded
European production of fodder crops mignt involve difficult questions of substitu-
tion especi:lly in respect of protein supplies.

In its review of productinn nlans ~nd progr-mmes the Meetidg also coxpsidered
in detiil presvective léevele of Investment in agriculture. From the muterial
ugsembled by the Secretariat it concluded the.t there is & serious likelihood that
in some countries plunncd retes of agricultural investments mny be too low to
ucuieve the levels of cgricultural procduétion envisaged for 1950/91 wnd the contin-
red . expursicn of production beyond thot periocd. If agricultural investment cnd
rroduction is permitted to lcg too for behind wnd cannot be supplemented by sub-

-8t ntlclly increcsed imports, foodstuffs suvplies will tend to fall short of effec-
tive demnnd and may resnlt in continuing inflotionury prasswres and economic insta-
bility, which would, in turn, homper industrial development. In cddition, the
fuilure to expend ngricultursl investment and production adequately would mecn that
it would not be possible to rcise intra-Europewn trade in foodstuffs cs much 28 is
necessury to cmeliorite Europe's bolince of prymesnts difficulties, und to expcnd
the volume of exchunges between the cgriculturzl wnd industrizl surplus countries
80 essentizl to the genercl development of both.

B, Trcde

In reviewing Eurovean net import requirements of the mc jor food and feedinge
stuffs in 1950/51 the Meeting noted thct the reglom will continue to be greatly
dependunt on sourc.s of supply outside the reglon. While the ubsolute volume of
1950/51 imports of btread grains may be expected to decline somewhut from the
1948/40 level it would still remain some 6 million tons cbove prewar, lorgely be-
couse of the import needs of the Occupied Arecs. TFor cozrse graing it is clear
tict cn increcse in import requirements to roughly the prewcr level of 9.5 million
tone mey be expected, due to the general intention in Europe to expond cnimal
nurbers and output of livestock products. The increrse in import requirements of
suger to o level well below that of prewar years reflects the expected improvement
in Furopecn indigenous production., For ment and fats wnd oils, the morked reduc-
tions shown for the import requirements in 1950/51 es compured with prowar, ore due
mainly to the finuncicl position of the trcditionclly majawr importers, the United
Kingdom and Germ.ny respectively. These requirements, therefore, do not reflect
fully Furope's internzl needs. '

The Meeting wishes to omphcsize thut the foregoing import requirements cre
‘besed on the achievement of the European cgriculturcl production plins end on the
- aimplementetion of plwns for expansion of intru-regional trade, in porticular Fust-

West Burope. Should there be u shortfall in the production plons or o lower thon
expected volume of export supplies from Eustern Furope, net imports from oversecs
would hove to be increcsed correspondingly or the plonned levels of consumption
could rnot be attuined.

With respect to Europe's ability to finance the i1mport requirements of food
aed feedingstuffs which zccount for over 504 of the totol volue of its imports, the
current bolunce of puyments difficulties ore well-known. On the one hand, import
needs cre high beccuse of reconstruction cnd expzansion progrommes. On the other
hand, export capacities cre still limited and investment and service earnings cre
cpovecicbly lower than prewwr. In cddition, the deteriorction of Europe's terus
of trode, the chinged structure of world trzde and poyments ond the greut dependence
on the United Stutes for both cgricultural and industrial producte have all contri-

buted to Europe's bulance of payments problem,

Tho Meeting is of the view that it is highly probable that Ewope will atill
be unzble to cover lte baliunce of puyments deficit by 1950/51 and tnat serious
difficulties muy be encountered in financing import requirements of- food und
rTeodingstuffs. (It should be noted that in recching this view it has not been
poseible to tuke into account the uncertoin effects which will follow on the recent

4o,/ 1249
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chinges Iin exchonge rates). The direct dollzr deficit with the U.S. will probably
continuc to be cn import:nt and serious problem in this connection. But Europe's
trode cné finoncial position witn overseas countries other than the United States
shculd be gliven coreful cttention, considering that these countries are suppliers
of & large shoie of Europe's imports and important morkets for Europe’s exports,
cnd tn.t the exponsicn of trade with these countries muy mcke o major contr;butlon
to the solutlon of Europe's bulunce of puyments difficulties. .

. Ceoncerning the possible exportable surpluses from oversecs countries in
1650/51 it cprecrs from the inforuction ecveiloble thot such supplies will be physi-
c~1ly cviilible in quantities sufficient to meet Europe's import requirements.

The Meeting, however, is keenly uwcre of the fact that o large part of the world's
export;ble supplies will be concentroted in the Nerth American continent, even
thcugh Europe's derendence upon the United States and Ccnuda muy not be as great
cg it wes in 1948/49. Thus, the problem of obtcining her import requirements
will rest essenticlly on Europe's ¢bility to fincnce such imports, in partlcular
from North America.

C. Consumption -

The leeting considered the effects on the levels of consumption resulting
from ¢ rossible failure of some countries to implement fully production and trade
rrogrorme. These programmes cim at .providing a colorie level roughly equal to that
of rrewur yecrs. On the other hund, prewur quality standards are not likely to be
renched in gll countries cnd, in particulcr, tne South Ecstern and Mediterranean
countries will still be inndequutely supplied with food and their diets will not
ve sufficiently well bolunced. It is well known thiat undsor such conditions efforts
towords generzl economic development cre grectly himpered.

While the most serious difficulties of supply which were a cheorwteristic
fenture of the eccrly postwar yecrs and which had made it necessary for all govern-
ments to put into application strong cnd comprehensive, gsystems of rationing and
price control appedr to hcve been overcome, o number of serious problems neverthe-
less continue to face notioncl govermments. The manketing and. dfstridution machines
in Europe is incdesgucto to bring about the desired exp.nsion in consumption of
frults, vegetubles and fish which some countries hove cvailcble for export, and
for the trovision to tne urban arecs of sufflclent milk supblies. In view of the
continued scarcity of some protective foods in a number of countries, their govern-
rents would hove to continue systems of distribution measures which give priority
tu tue vulner_ble popul“tlon groupe, in particuler, infants ond adolescents.

It seems likely thot in the futurevu generally high level of employment and
of income will be maintained. But even so in this cuse, the eeconomically weaker
ccnsumer groups will probebly not be in o position, in defuult of special measures,
e.r. -rice controls znd subsidies, to secure a satlsfactory level of food consump-
tion. Tnis will inevitebly retird improvememt cnd might even result in a deterior-
ztion of neclth conditions, which will burden the community os a whole with new
*espons ibilities. Al1l1l countries, thercfore, are involved in the tusk of providing

o fulr distribution of the aviil-ble food supply umong the various sectors of the
po“ulut‘on cnd they cdopt a diverEWty of mecaures suck as .schoovl feeding, milk
schemes, distribution of mecls in factories, gubsidies for high-priced protective
foods, etc.; to secure proper nutritional stundcrds for the most vvlnerable groups.

As & consequence of the flndings of this Meetlng with respect to the trends in
rroduction, tr.de cnd consumption for 1950/51 and ‘the immdiutely following yecrs,
tie Meetinz is of the opinion thut, for the longer-run, Europe's obJjectives should
be to expaznd coriculturcl production to the greutest pogsible extent consigtent wit
econoaic soundness. This conclusion takes into.c ccount:

(1) Europe's consumpc on needs,
(1i) the production potential of Europe,

Le /1263
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(111) the possibilities of raising the volume of intra-European
trade;

(iv) the expansion of interregional trade, with Europe as ¢
market for certaln agricultural products to the extent
that ite financial position is improved by increased
exports, and

(v) the genercl need to increase Europe's efficliency of pro-
ducti n, both in agriculturc and industry.

Such o progromme of expanding agricultural production must be
token with ¢ view to ensuring o rising, enricled cnd varied level of consumption
for the whole vopulation of Europe, and to onsure o level of income to farmers,
such s will zllow them to purchase their means of production, to increuse their
own agricultural investments, cnd to attain aa tislactory staondards of living.

To bring about ¢ greatly expanded volume ‘of zgricultural produc-
tion, it will be neCessary for Eurcopean countries, to drcw up detailed, coordin-
ated plcns and programmes, and to carry.out the related activities with the
greatest possible energy wnd cooperation Within such programmes recognition
should be given to:

(i) the diversification of agricultural production in countries
whers-appropriate. The intensificction of production of
specialized commodities moy be neccsscry in the countries
where the export of such products are essenticl to the
earning of foreign exchange and importction of more basic
agriculturcl and industrial commodities;

(ii) the desirzbility of exponding in particular the output of
¢nimsl rroducts;

(ii2) the possibilities. of expcnding the production of feedstuffs
and employing the most efficient methods of coneervation and
utilization of fodder crops;

(iv) the mecns of reduéing the costs of cgricultural machinery
and production requisites, to bring about their greater
utilizution;

(v) the development of mutual techniccl aid between Europecn
countries. Such cid would pertuin inter clia to such matters
a8 (2) soil comservution, (b) irrigetion and drcinage,”

(c) education and extension services, (d) fostering all
formas of cooperative undertcking, and,

{vi) generally increasing the rate of agriculturzl 1nvestmeht.

Beyond such technicul agricultural metters, the Meeting recognized
the very serious difficulties ruised by the existence of surplus rurzl populctions
which reduce acgricultural .roductive efficiency and hamper efforts to raoise
gener:l stondirds of living, ot the scme time as manpower shortuges limit
zgriculturcl roduction elscwhere. The Meeting, therefore, reached the conclusion
that suitcble remedial zctions be explored, such as migrotion and resettlement in
such countries where this problem is purticulcrly acute, for imstance, Greece.

n attempt hos been made in the preceding observitions to define
the direction in which the different Europecn governments intend to jursue their
action in order to reclize an orderly development of the region's cgriculturzl
iroduction. dowever, the choice of this direction does not depend on thelr
intentions clono, owing to the constontly increusing interdependence between the
different regions of the world. If Europs is to remain c mujor importer of
cariculturcl commodities, it will be necesscry to remove the disequilibrium

LG/1240



cus/1/8
cke/11/8
r.ge 8

which =t present is the most char.cteristic fezture of the world economic
situction. '

To this end, comprehonsive measures will huve to be tcken
individually or Jointly by governments with faith in ‘the orgonizuations of the
Un:ted H..tions.

The Conference ip in full ugreement with the analysis made by the
cuthors of the Report on World Commodity Problems (recently subtmitted to the
Governments by the Director General of FAQO for ccneiderction at tho next sessior
ot the Conference), concerning the nature of the WesEUres required:

1) - The maintenance of high level -of production and employment
in the U.S., beciuse of the critical importance of this
country in the economy of the world. It is obvious that o
simllur reepons‘bllltj rests with 21l other countries.

2) - The provision, by Lrlvute enterprise and by nctional and
internction:l uctlon, of 2 large and continuing flow of
capitcl investments, from the develoﬂed to' the less de-
velored srecs of the world.

3) - The reduction of. trade restrictions including tcriffs und
quantitative cnd moﬁetdry,reStrictions. :

4) - The restorution of convertible currency and multilateral
tronsactions as the. busis of world trade.

If the measures udvocated above'fail’to'be teken, or if new
fzctors emerge to complicate the present disorgenization of internctional trade
relations Europe would unfortunately huve no ¢hoice ubout the direction in whicl
it should develop its cgricultural cctivity. For the techniezl, economic cnd
socizcl recsons which contribute to the development of livestock production, to
the expansion of the production of high priced. commodities, and- to the inérecse
of its trude with other continents, would be substituted o3 foruhl obligation:

Not being cble to market i1ts products and thus obtain the means of
payment noceded for the muintencnce cnd expunslon of its imports of
foodstutfs snd znim:l feeds, Europe would hzve to nttempt to become
self -sufficient within the extreme limits of 1its agricultural roten-
ticlities. It is inevituble, thut this would seriously «ffect the
living stondards of the peoples. of Euroue.

The HMeeting, necognizing the gre -t importunce for Europe of the
un.lysis mcde by the Committee .of Experts of thé pre- -conditions of full economic
recovcry in p2ges 3-7 of their report (Ch9/10), but in view of the fact that
detuiled considerction of these problems extends beyond the fleld of FAO, suggest
th.t the Fifth Session of the Conference might ‘give attention to the desirability
of bringing this part of the report in particular, to the speciul cttention of
ECOSOC.

Lg/12h
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CHAPTER 1771.

FAO PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR 1950

. In denling with the proposed FAO programme of Work for 1950, the
Meeting cons'dered the following conclusions reached by the Europecn Represent-
ative of the Director-General of FAQ as of sufficient lmportance to merit the
tttention of the Annuul Conference, and was of the view that the complete state-
ment of the FAO Europecn Representctive should be cnnexed to this Report.

1. Mcny govermnment officials in the countries of Europe are not
cdequately fomiliar with the work of FAO.

2. FAO publications are not distributed to the right persons or
widely enough within meny countries so that they lose much of their effectiveness
znd usefulness.

_ 4 3. Expert missions sent to various countries often do not find in
those countries sufficient preparation for their work, and the findings and
recommendctions of such missions are frequently not implemented.

k. In many countries, there 1s a great necessity for the estab-
lishment cnd improvement of interncl muchinery to deal with the work of FAQ.

o
o o}
The Meeting considered the proposed FAO Programme of Work for 1950

tnd wcs in agreement with the progromme as presented generzlly. In porticular,
the following activities were considered of major importcnce in the region:

The spread of extension work to improve production efficiency.

The improvement of livestock production through the improvement of
grasslcnds and the congservation and utilizotion of fodder crops; cnimel diseuse
control; artificiucl insemination; cnd the stendorization of herdbooks, milk.
recording and similar quality control.

The improvement of crop yields by the use of selected .seeds and
hybrids correlcted with nutritiontl value; control of woéods; «nd the control of
rlont disecses cnd pests.

The study of the relctionship between food consumption und income.

The cnalyses of food retcil irices cnd the marketing cnd distributiog
margins between form ond retcil levels. -

The intensificction of the collection cnd compilution of stotistics
on fisheries in Eurcpe.

The promotion of international consultction on fisheries, especizlly
the work tow:rds estublishing o regioncl Council for the Mediterrcnean Sea.

The effort to organize a meeting of technologists to study the
possibility of increasing the consumption of herring by mecns of new methods of

processing.

The proposcl for holding an International Stat:stics Conference on
Forestry cnd Forest products m:de by Eurorean Commisaion on Fovestry cnd rorest
products.

Le/ /1249
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The intensive study oif modern technlques for Forost fire control,
develc ed throughout the world, and the “circulation of the results thereof to
rember go-ernments as rapldly as possible.

The - cont1nua§1on of the F40-Eurcpean Bulletin "Food and Agricul-
ture ‘and the FAD underwriting scheme for aubscr‘ptlon to the Bulletin.

The g‘eater assigtance to be given by the Euro;ean Natlonal FAO
Coum: ttees te the Information work of FAO to Euroge.

The intensification of'stud1es of complementary foeding programmes
for children (pcss;bly in colluborat¢on with {UNICEF), dletary surveys and family
1iving qtudves .

The promotion of rég{onal'meetiggq of Nutrition workers for
discussion of nutr:tion questions or problews of -gencral or common interest,

' The- eetabllsument (in_ conjunct.on with WHO) of suitable nutrition
criteria for agsessment of nutrltlonal statua of . popu‘ation groups.

(o]
v (o]

In addition to the above ectivities, listed in the FAO Programme of
Work for 1950, which were considered as of major importance in the region, several
delegates expressed great interest in the maintenance of the Library established
by IIA and concorn lest-it-qhould‘be prematurely dispersed owing to lack of funds.

It was suggestéd that the :dispersal of the L:brary before a decisio
hes been reached regarding the permanent site.of FAQ might create later difficul-
ties if thé decision 'were .in favor of a Furorpean site and involve costs which
would have been avoided 'had the Library  been maintained.

. It was suggested thereiore that the future of the Library be
discussed at the Conference in Washlngton in November

Considcrable 1nterest was . also shown in the maintenance of the

Legislation Servlce established by IIA and this question also, in the opinion of
the Meeting, ahould te 'discussed dt Waathgton in November.

Lo /1245
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CHAFTER IV.

FA0 REPORT ON SEECIAL TECINICAL ASSISTANCE
FUR_LCONOMIC_DRVELCEMENT -

The Meet ng examined the resolution of 15 August 1949 adopted by
the Economic and Social Council and submitted to the General Assembly of the United
Nations concerning an expanded programme of Technical Assistance tor Economic
Development. Europe seems in a position to give effective aid in the carrying
out ol the programme proposed notubly by making .va:lable its experts to less
developed countries. by uyranting scholarships enabling toreign students to
attend its tecinical schools and universities and by organizing speclal training
courses for technicians less familiar with the most modern methods.

The Meeting expresses satisfaction that a detailed irogramme for
the exvansion oi' technical assistance for the development of agriculture, will
be submitted to the next Annual Conference of FAO. It urges that the measures
to be adorted by this Conference, after counsideration of the Programme in the
light of the general obJectives of the Orsanization, cover any mutual aid that
countr.ez can render each otiner in verious tields, in order to make possible the
improvement in standards of living, and to 1ac1litate or prerare any related
capital investments or transfers of manpower. .

The Meeting considered of the greatest importance that with a
view to obtaining an optimum rroduction in Europe the measures of implementation
adopted be closely coordinated.

It is important that there be adequate preparation to ensure that
the actlon proposed is initiated as soon as possible and that from the beginning
tonis action will be carried out on a large scele.

Therefore the Meeting suggests for the consideration of the
Conference:; .

1) that at a world level be defired in detail, in the shortest
vossible time, the condit-ons of cooperation of the different
specialized agencies concerned. The scope of the responsi-
bilities of these agencies ghould be explicitly determined.
The methods of implementation to be applied and the means of
measuring the resgults achieved will require the fullesgt
attention of the coordinating machinery which will be
establighed;

2) that at the European level, the preparation be confined
rrincipally to determ:ning the methods of implementation to
be put into action. It would involve a listing of available
experts in the various fields of food and agriculture and the
brieling of these exverts concerning their future assignments.
Finally. carefnl attention should be given to prerare the way
from a psychologicel viewpoint for activities under this mutual
a'd programme in the receiving countries and for the adaptation
of these activities to the social ,atterns and the local cultures
of thoge countries.

The Meeting wishes to thenk the Director of the European Regional
0ffice and his collaborators for the remarkable way in which they prepared its work
The documents presented to the Meeting, and the oral surveys wade during the course
of 1t, greatly helped towards waking it a success, and enabling the delegates to
cerry out the wishes of the Fourth Conference and of the Council of FAO.
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APYENDTIX

S-eech of Mr. A. H. Boerua, Repxesentative of the Director General of

FAO, introducing items > and 6 on the Agenda “of the Pre~Conference

Meeting referring to the work of FAO in Euro;e in 194E/4G and the
progrem of work for 150

Mr. Cheirman, Gentlemen,

I should like to .resent two documents: (a) Report of the
&Cttf]tlﬁ’ of the FAO European Regional Office - 1945/h¢ (No. T1la) and
(b) F.i0 rogram of Work for 1910 (No. 733a).

I. : The title of the second dccument is certainly more approlriate
than that of the first, as this latter might suggest that the European Office

is a part of a federation of regional offices constituting FAO, which you well
know is not the case. FAO is in fact an organization with only one program of
vork approved by its Annual Conference and is not at all a federation of regional
offices. With this clear in our minds we can agree that the task of FAO com-
Frises regional as;ects which necessitate a certain decentralization of the work.

IT. The task of FAO is well known to you. However, I shall sum up its
activitles ags I see them. .

First of all it is charged with the responsibility of collecting
end disseminating information. Its Member Countries request FAQ to collect the
information which they cannot obtain via their own channels. In this respect,
they especially desire that the FAO figures be compiléd in such a way as to give
&n objective analysis of the particular situation under review.

A further task of FAO is to make available technicel assistance
to Governments. This may be in a direct form in cases where a Government request
FAO fur the services of technicians or experts, or in an indirect form through
the orgenization of meetings on specific technical problems, or through the
gending of tecinical jublications to the countries.

This leads me to emphasize the services which the Organizati-n can
render by convening meetings or groups of experts in a particular field for the
purpose of exchanging the latest technical information or of making a fuller
inforuati. e study of the problem concerned. Such meetings may lead to the form-
ulation of agreements, conventions, etc.

III. The work of the Regional Office of FAO is merely that of carrying
out the tasks I have Just mentioned. In order to facilitate this work FAO
employs a rather flexible prucedure. On the one hand, a small technical staff
is assirned to Regional Offices on a more or less vermanent basis. and, on the
other, when required, Headgiharters sends technicians for a more or less long
period to the Regional Offices to undertake specific work. The present meeting
is a good example oi this flexible cooperation between Headquarters and the
Eurcpean Fegional Office; the Secretariat consists of staff members attached to
the Regionel Office and officers from Headquarters. - I could of course, mention
many other exam les of officers being sent on temporary missions to this region.
Any other arrunsement would be too exprens.ve for the Organization.

Iv. It is evident, however, that FAO cannot accomplish its task on
its omn. It relies on the effective colleboration of Govermments and of inter-
national organizations, both governmental and private.
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V. I should like in the first place to lay stress on cooperation
with Governments.

This gives me the oppurtunity of speaking about the specific task
of the Regional Representative. It is his task, on the one hand. to ensure
liaison between the Organization and the Governments in order to make the latter
acqua‘nted with the object:ves and program of work of FAO, and, on the other
hand, to ascertain the wishcs of the Goverrments in regard to the assistance
they exvect from FAO.

In an effort. to establish closer contact with countries and to
ascertain their wishes w'th regard to our tuture activities, a how method of
approach was. tried this year. This took the form of "Staff Visit" to various
member countries. With a small group of techniclans I vigited 10 European
countries, and during these visits we had the opportunity tc thoroughly
discuss with tihe Governmonts the FAO program of work, ascertain their recom-
mendations racurding our future work and collect valuable information for the
Organization. The views obtained have been widely utilized in drafting the
rrogramn of work for 19:50..

Allow me tc say a few words on these visits. I assure you that
the comments I am about to make are not in eny way censorious, and you mey depend
upon it that I do not mean to generalize my remarks nor to apply them to every
European country. Yocu all agree, however, that we must make every eifort to
render the Organization as useful as pcssible to the Government, and conseguently
we must endeavour to establish close relations between the Governments and FAO.

We noted thét in some countries little was known about FAO; even
the Government officials knew nothing about the grogram of wvork of the Organization
and did not realize what could be expected from it.

We also found that very little of the considerable amount of in-
formation supplicd by FAO to the Govermments reached the officials by whom it could
be best utilized. In scvme instances for exemple, FAO publicatlons are never-seen
by the persons whe could use them to advantage, but pile up in the Ministry
burvaug or in the l.braries. This is a very s.rious matter. If a better use
cannot be made of such publications I consider that FAO ties uyp an ap.reciable
part of its resources for no purpose.

In some countr’es it was found that very little attention is paid
to’ the many recommcndations which are passed at successive international meetings.
I refuse to believe that thes. recommendations are taken without due ret'lection,
but if this is not the case, it is most unfortunate that they remain a dead letter
in some countries, cither because they have gone astray In the Government admin-
istrative mechanism,.or beceuse there are no funds to carry them out. We know
thet many officials attach great importance to these recommendations, but come up
against considerable difficulties, of which not the least is the lack of funds to
achieve them.

: . Indubitably when the recommendations are drawn up, all the 4iffi-
culties should be considered and it would be better to reduce the number of recom-
mendations or their range if it is realized that there is a possidility of the:ir
not being put intc effect. This alsc appliés to the use of specialiste or
experts by the Governments. I sometimes question the usefulness .of sending
specialists to a country, as only too often it has been found that Governments
rail to make cdequate preparations for the work to be undertaken c» else do not
bother to follow up the rocommendations made. I am very well aware that in this
latter case also, the chief handicap is- the lack of funds.

. One last remark which I should like to make is that we have very
froquently heard it seid that the Organization asks too much. from the Governments,
or that several organizations repeatedly set the same questions.
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There is no doubt that the working methods of the various or-
fFenizations cen te improved, and it is not .mprobable that the coordination
of the work =mong thesc organizations can also be bettered. However, it is
certa.n that tiue Gevernments which hare cet up the difrerent internatiomal
creenizatione have not establishied, on a national level, the executive
agenc'es indispunsable for obtaining the greatest possible benefit from these
oreenizaticns.,

You realize that an organization, like FAO cannot perform its
m.asicn if it cannot count on awple documentation from member Governuents as
cuicxly es possidble.

lastly, I may say that our visits to the various countries have
troduced profitable results; tney have tightened the bonds between the Organ-
ization end the Governments, and heve given us a nuch clearer and much more
concrete idea of the problem in each country and of the agsistance each expects

from F.0.

vI. ¥20 ought to ensure full cooperation not only with the Governments
but alsco with the numerous international organizations which are established in
the Eurc,ean region. In this respect it gives me much pleasure to report on our
cloge ¢nd cordial relations with ILO, WHO, UNESCO, UNICEF and other international
organizations. it devolves more on Headquaiters to maintain contacts with these
world organizations, but since their main offices are in Furope our Regional
Office has naturally frequent orportunity to enter into relations with them.

» T should particularly like to speak about the liaison established
between FAQ ond XCE. You are well aware of our arrangements whereby FAO rrovides
Timber Committee. This form of collaboration is entirely satisfactory to the
tvo organizations end in rarticular, has the important advantage of preventing
any possibility of overlaiping of work.

The importance of OEFC in western Europe is appreclable. This
organizat.on has undenicbly accepted heavy responsibilities also in the agri-
cultural field. FAOQ, for its part, is equally hurdened. Here again cooperation
is essential and we have been able to establish excellent relations between the
two orgunizations. OEEC has established an Agriculture Committee which covers
all agricultural (roblems of common concern to its member countries. This
Ccammittee has set up a working group to examine agricultural technology question

FAO has also . set up a European Committee on Agricultural Technolo
Were it not for the good relations which exist between FAO and QOEEC there would
certainly be a serious danger of everlapping in the technological field.

I should also mention the ECA which, as you know, makes available
ccnsiderable funds to the OEEC countries for technical assistance. It is certai
that these funds -- in so far as they are employed for agricultural purposes --
may be allocated to projects which directly concern FAO.

For examyle, these funds may be partly employed to send speclalis
or exnerts tc the countries which require assistance in certain fields. In the
rast requests of this tyre have also been met by FAO. It has happened that a
Government reguested experts in the same Tield from both ECA and FAO with the
result that they arrived practically the same day to carry out the seme mission.
This is unlikely to occur again as close coordination has now been established
between SCA and FAQ. Mr. Thibodeaux, Head of the Agriculture Division of ECA,
sends us the lists of approved projects, and has instructed the ECA Country
Missions to cooperate with the National FAO Committees in order to avoid
duplication of work. For my part, I have addrescsed a letter to the Chairman of
the National Committeo in eech country concerned stressing the importance of cl
collaboration with the ECA Missions and the advantage of coordinating efforts.
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There is also the Ttternational Ingtitute of Agriculture and
Forestry in Prague. This Institute, although a Czech National Institute, -
collascts information from several Eastorn Eurorean countries. Ve have been
able to establish contacts with this Institute, and a complete range of
rublicetions "is now exchanged.

Other international agencies exist in Furope, and of these,
particular mention should be made of the International Office of Epizooties
in raris., It would be futile to deny the difficulties wh.ch have arisen in the
rast between FAO and this Office. Fortunately, these difficulties have now been
entirely overcome and relations are normal in every way.

FAO also maintaineg close relations with the International Wine
Off'ice. .

In addition to the foregoing official organizations there is a
very considerable numher of private international bodies or institutions. At the
request of the Furopean Technological Committee, we attempted to draw up a list
of euch institutions. This list is now very long. We have found thet several
of the orgenizations deal with related problems and we have therefore tried to
group thum in cetegories. Stops will be taken to establish contacts with these
agencies or groups of agencies, and we gincerely hope that our efforts will result
in a better coordination of their respective activities.

ViI. Sc far I have referred to FAO's general lines of action in Europse,
and I ghould now like to speak more particularly about the work carried out by
the Orzani zation 1n this Region last year

First of all I should like to tell you that President Einaudi,
Icad of the Italian State and other eminent diplomatic and political personalities,
bonoured us by a visit on the occasion of the commemoration of the centenary of
DPavid Iubin's birth. Their visit and the interest they showed 1n our activities

werc most encouraging.

I have already mentioned the visits I mede with a group of the
regional “ersomnel to 17 Eurorean countries and stated my observations. In
edd ' tion, I had the opportunity of visiting e number of other Furociean countries
with the Director-General. I regret that it was not possible to visit all the
memver countries in Europe, but it is our intention, if you approve, to continue
these visits next year. First consideration will of course be given to the
countries we were unable to vigit this year. We hope to have e detailed exchange
of views in each country in the same way as we had with the governments of tne

countries already vieited.

There has been one special development during the year to which
I should like to call attention, namely, the establishment of the European
Committee on Agricultural Technology. This Committee now provides the means
of direct consultation with Governments on action to be taken in the techno-
logical field. The experience which we will gain in Europe through this
Committee may possibly indicate the advisability of establishing similar
comnittees in other regions.

VIII. In presenting the FAO program of work in Europe for 1950 in more
detail, T suggest that after a general discussl.-n on questions I have raised in
regard to our conception of the work of FAO, the representative of each FAO
Division present, introduced the technical program concerning his Division,

end that each program be discussed in turn.

I should like, however, to deal with two special questions which,
althouch not the direct responsibility of the Regional Office, are, owing to
ruculiar circumstances, embodied in the Rome Office. I refer to the Library
oi the tormer IIA and to the Legislative Service.
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In regerd to the Library of the former IIA you all realize that
FAO is in a difficult situation. On the one hand, theie is the fact that the
collections of the Library are important and represent a considerable intellece
tual end enltural esset, but, on the other hand, unfortunately, the maintenance,
bringing up to date and expension of the L brary cost a lot of money. In add
ition, the regionel perscnnel of FAQ cannot make adequate use of this Library.
A11 these factors naturslly cause FAO to hesitate when it comes to providing
funds for its maintenance. .

To be quite frank, I feel that I ought to point out that the
Eudgot proposed by the Director-General for 1950 does not include any expen-
diture estimate for the Rome Library. You well know that FAD undertook the
entire upkeep of the Library until the end of 1948. Y.u also know that this
year the costs, totalling $30,000 were shared by FAO and UNESCO and that the
Italian Government grants its support by making availadble the building in
which the Library is housed free of charge.

FAO, UNESCO and the Italian Government formed a Joint Admin-
istrative Committee which prrepared the meeting held at the end of last July
fo: tue purpose of findling a means for settling the future of the Library.
This meeting was well attended and a recommendation was passed unanimously
for the establishuent of a Centre to be called after the founder of the IIA
Pavid Lubdin. The repert of this meeting has been submitted to the Govern-
ments and international institutions concerned and many replies have been
received. They are all positive as regards the establishment of the Centre
which seems to be unanimously desired, but also, all are negative in so far
as the financing of the Centre 1s concerned. Furthermore, I have to announce
taat, for its part, UNESCO has notified us that it will not be able to provide
cLy Tinancial assistance next year.

Consequently, frankly speaking, the situation does not appear to
be very encouraging. No estimates have been made for 1950. What must e done?
W11l we be rorced to close down the Library on 31 December? I most sinccrely
liore not. But if we are obliged to do so, what is to be done about the collectiont
As you realize, at least some funds are required if only to heat the building in
order to safeguard the collections from deterioration through humidity. The
collections could be sold, or they could be given free of charge to the United
Nations' Library in Geneva which is interested in at least part of the books,
tut neither seems to be a satisfactory solution.

Regarding the Legislative Service, you know all the details of
the matter. The last Confer.nce recommended the continuation of this Service.
hceordingly the Director-General endeavoured to give effect to this recommen-
dation but encountered insuperable difficulties because of the fact that the
Conierence had failed to provide the necessary funds to maintain the Service
at full strength. Consequently, its staff is now c.mpoged of one technician
and one secr tary, and you will realize that while this embryonic Service can
d> good workx it cannot cover the same range as the IIA. To the extent rermitted
ty linsuistic kn wledge (which is extensive) of this staff, extracts are made of
the legislation of the different countries, and such information is put at the
disposel of the FAO Divisions and the Governments, elther by replying to enquiries
which are received, or by publishing legislative news in the European Bulletin of

FAO.

Centlemen, I have given you all these particulars so that you may
te in a position to advise your Governments in an objective way in regard to the
yroblems involved in the continuation of these two Services -- the Library and the
Lecislative Service -- in which the Furopean countries have taken so great an

intercst.
00000000000
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

I.DELEGATES

AUSTRIA

BRLGTUM

FINLATD

FR.NCE

RTICE

ITALY

IETIERTANDS

NORW.Y
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Mr. R. FISHER, Counsellor, Ministry of Agriculture

Mr. A. BAUFR, Counsellor, Ministry of Agriculture

Mr. G. L. MATHIEU, Secretary General, Ministry of Food
and Imports

‘Mr. H. E. FERITULA, Chief, Divigion of Production, Ministry

of Agriculture

Mr. A. MAYFR, Frofessor, "Collége de France", Chairman,
Frencii National FAC Committee

Mr. G. H. JANTON, Auditor-General, Ministry of Finance and
Economic

Miss A. LISSAC, Embassy Secretary, Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Mr. C. HIMARIOS, lst Secretary of the Legation

Mr. G. U, PAPI, Secretary General, Italian National FAQ
Committee '

Mr. P. ALBERTARIO, Director-General for Agriculture, Minlstry
of Agriculture

Mr. G. DE MARZI, Director-General, High Commissariat for Food

Mr. R. FUSTA CAMPANILE , Department of Agricultural Production,
Ministry of Agriculture

Mr. V. TORNDITA, Minlstry for Foreign Affairs

Mr. V. DE ASARTA, Socretariat, Italian National FAQ Committee

Mr. H, RIFM, Goverrment Commissioner for Foreign Agricultural
Relations

Mr. A. I. L. MOLTKE-HANSEN, lst Secretary of Legation
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Mr. J. de KHAM, Counsello. of Legation
Mr. L. MAIRE, Vice-Chairman, National FAO Committee

Mr. J. IELLER, Vice-Director, Agricultural Division,
Socretary, National FAO Committee

Mr. A. BCREL, Deputy Director of the Swiss Peasants Union

UNITED KINGDOM

Mr. F. GRANT, Under-Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture

Mr. B, I. FELTON, Frincipal Adviser, Ministry of Food

YUCOSLAVIA

Mr. J. DULIC, Director, Ministry of Agriculture

Mr. M, RISTIC, Devaertmental Head, Board of Foreign Trade

II. 0BSERVERS

United Nations and specialized agencies

I Mr. G. GALLONE, Director of Rome Office

WIO  Mr. G. BERCAMI, Member of Joint FAO/WHO Expert
Committee on Nutrition

3.ecial Observers

JOLY SEE Mr. E. BONOMELLI

Covernment international organizations

OEEC Mr. F. G. H. BARTER, Counsellor

Non-government international organizations

IFAP Mr. R. SAVARY, Assistant Secretary General
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REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE FAQO EUROFEAN REGIONAL OFFICE

- e e ae e e ey SR e WM mew s e e gy el et wm e i o e o W e e e - S

1948/1¢ho
(EFFECTIVE UF TO 15 SEPTEMBER)

The year 1948/49 - during .which the LEuropean Office has greatly
expanded its activities - coincides with the centenary of the birth of David
Lubin, citizen of the United States ol America, founder of the International
Institute of Agriculture and pioneer in the realm of international collabora-
tion. A perticularly brilliant tribute was:paid to the memory of this world
citizen on 25th July in Rome by H. E. Einauvdi, rresident of the Italian
Republic, eminent personelities of political and diplomatic circles, former
delegates and collaborators-of the I.I.A., and scientists and agricultural
technicians from many countries.

In associating ourselves with this tribute we are helping to
demonstrate that the ideals of this promoter of international collaboration,
especially in the field of Agriculture, have found - through the ITA - their
full recognition in the aims and work of FAO.

This is surely the best tribute to his memory.

o]
o} (¢}

This report emphasizes those aspects of FAO's work which are of
particular and direct interest to Europe.~ ‘They have been carried out in
complete coordination with FAQ's general activities and with those of the

other regions.

_ The work of FAO in Europe during the past year has included a fairly
'wide range of activities in agricultural technology, economics and statistics,
forestry, fisheries and nutrition.

The Regional Representative has given much attention to FAO's impor-
tant task of maintaining close contacts with Governments, and with those govern-
ment and non-governmental organizations which have their Headquarters in Europe.

Before making a detailed dnalysis of .the work of the European Regional
Office in 1948-49, it is apyropriate to underline two new aspects of this work
which will directly influence. future activities.

There is first of all the staff v1sits to 10 Europeean countries which
on the recommendation of the hth Annual Conference, were made by the Regional
Representative accompanied by a group of technicians.

These vibite provided excellent opportunities for discussing with
govermmental authorities and experts, and many other personalities, the aims
and Tfunctions of the Organization and its present and future programme.

Many 1nteresting and useful remarks and suggestions made on the
occasion of these visits were embodied in extensive reports and submitted to
the Director-General of FAO as well as to the Governments concerned.

The following countries were visited (in chronological order), Switzer-
land, Czechoslovakia, Turkey, Greece, Italy, Portugal, France, Belgium, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.

Similar visits to other European ocquntries are planned for next year.
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The second important develorment has been the setting up of a Europes
Committee on Aericunltnral Tochnology. At a mecting held in Paris at the end of
June, 1545, the reyresentatives of 12 Enrosean Govermments unanimously recommen
ded to the Director-General tho establishmont of such a Coumittee. It w:ll ser
as the Centre for most technical activities for the benefit of European Agricul
ture and coordinate the work carried out by official, semi-official and non-
governmental organizations to bring atout unification and simplification where-

ever nossiblo.

With two other Comittees functioning already, namely the Committee
on Agricultural Problems of the Econumic Commission for Eurcpe - in which FAQ
actively coorerates - and the European FAO Forestry Committee, it should be
possible to consider all aspects of Agriculture and Forestry throughout Europe.
as & wirolo.

I. CNERAL ACTIVITIES

1. Relations with Governments

The Director-General in most cases accompanied by his Representative
for Ewrope, visited the United Kingdom, Fortugel, Italy, France, Belgium, the
Netherlands, Greece, Foland, Austria, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavie to discuss
mztters of generel policy with the respective Governments.

2. Relations with UN orgenizations and other International Institutions.

In order to collaborate as closely as possible with the various in-
ternational. organizations, the Regional Representative conferred with represen-
tatives of UNESCO, UNICEF, I1O, end WHO on metters of common interest.

A very frequent and intensive contact was maintained with the Economic
Commission for Europe (KCE), with particular regard to the creation of the ECE
Agricultural Committece. He also had preliminary discussions on the possibility
of eventually setting up a "Mediterranean Fisheries Council". A meeting on this
subject nas buen convened for Septomber 19.

The Regional Representative established contact with the International
Wine Office, the International Coumission of Agricultural Industries, the Inter-
national Colorado Beetle Committee, the Near East Foundation, the ASSINSEL,
and the Internationnl Federation of Olive Growers. He had also frequent
discussions with OEEC and ECA in order to bring about a close collaboration,
especiclly in the field of agricultural technology.

3. Tarticipation in Conferences and Meetings

The Regional Representative, or his alternate attended, at least part
time, the following conferences and meetings convened either by FAO or by
enother International Organization which extended an invitation to FAO to

attend:

i) Soil Conservation Meeting (Florence, September 1048)

i1) Internatiohal Cooperative Alliance (Prague, September 1948)

1ii) ECE Ad Hoc éommittee on Agricultural Prﬁflems (Geneva, September 1948)
iv) Meeting on FoédiPreeervation (Copenhagen, Oct. 48)

v) Mecting of the Mediterranean Sub-Commission of the EuroPean Commission
on Forestry and Forest Products (Rome, Dec. L8) ‘

vi) Internctional Congress on Sheep Breeding in the Mediterranean
Countries (Rome, April 1949)
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vii) Internstional Pasture Congress (Nocrdwijk, June 1045)

viii) FAO Council Neeting - Sixth Scssion (Paris, June 1949)

ix) Preparatory Meeting for the creation of the U.I.S.A. (Union Interna-
tional des Sciences Agroncmiques) - Pzris, June 1949

X) Preparatory Mceting for the creation of & European Commission on Agri-
cultural Technology (Paris, June 194G)

xi) 1Eth International Wool Conference (Florence, May-June 1949)

xii) 2nd World Congress of the World Federation of Trade Unions (Milan,
June 1545)

xiii) Meeting on Extension Services (Brussels - The Hague, August 1949)
xiv) Herring Meeting (The Hague, September 1949)
xv) International Youth VWeek (Huizingen, September 1949)

xvi) Meetings of the Food and Agriculture Committee of the OEEC and its
Technological Working Tarty (June & Sept. 1949)

xvii) World Federation of the United Nations Associations (Rome, Sept.k9)
xviil) Veriniging voor Internationale Rechtsorde (iHaarlem, Sept.49)
II. ACRICULTURE

i:e  Buronean Committee of Agricultural Technology

A meeting was convened to consider the sctting up of an European
Cormittee of Agricultural Technology, composed of representatives of Govern-
ments, to which could be referred all tecimnical problems in Eurcpean Agriculture
requiring international consideration. At the meeting which took place in Paris
27-25 June 1049, 12 ccuntries (Belgium, Déenmerk, Finland, France, Greece, Italy,
Ireland, Hetherlands, Norway,'Switzcrland, Turkey, United Kingdom) sent dele-
cutes, while ILC, UNESCO, ECE end OFEEC sent observers. It was unanimously agreed
tiat the Cormittee should be established and plans were made for its initial
meeting to be held in Roue. beginning 26th Se;tember 194G.

B. Develoring Government Services in .griculture

1. «Qg};aborationtamong European Research Institutes. Various steps
have already been taken to .romote cooperation and coordination in scientific
research work in Europe.

fLccording to the agenda of the S5th International Congress on Animal
iroduction, scheduled to be held in Paris, 3-10 November 1949, a general pa,er
will be submitted on cooperation among experiment stations and coordination of
scientific research. »

L:Ticient cooperation has also been established with the International
Commission of Agricultural Engineering. In March 134G CIGR asked FAO to provide
& directory of agricultural engineering institutes and, with a view to facilita-
ting the coordination of research work in Europe, FAO is engaged in collecting
material for such a directory. This will give information on the staff and
activities of research institutes, etc. and on problems of a technical nature
requiring national or internmational action.
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<. Txternsion tervices

.. here econonic extension specizlist cpent severzl months in
Turene moliing 1 ccomparstive study of extenzon services for Toim women in
v.ricus countrlies. Snvecliil .dvisery sssistince was given in Itoly, Creece
ol Zol.nd cn houe economics extension vroblena. '

~onecting on quick freezing :nd cold storare of fools was held in
Comeri cn in October 1943 with 13 Turopein countries perticinzting., The
~=teat ‘rform:tion on 11 importunt capects of preservation of Toods by cold
von grcsented ond discusced. The imnortant busic informztion is being pre-
~oed Ter publication. ’

© 8t.IT member visited several seed clinics, in resnonse to a re-
cvest Tron the Turkish Covernment, Zor inform:tion on types of plants that
wonll zenrite noxious wecd geed from cereils ind from  sesame and popny seeds.

Tl.e neeting on organis:tion of extenzion services was held in
3elzfum ond the Metherlunds, 1-13 August 1949, The following countries were
reyreserted:  Austria, Belguim. Czechoslovoki:, Denmark, Finland, Fronce,
Grecce, Irel.nd, Itily. Yugosloviz, Luxenbours, Netherlanda, Switzerland,
ang the Unlted Iingdom, while observers from ILO, IF\P, OFEC, the VVestern
lones of Cexmeny ond tiie Holy See, also attended. '

3. TFellowships

3ix fellowshing have been granted so far to five of the ex4UNRRi
countries. Tour or five additionzl fellowohips will be ranted during the
l.tter sw.rt ol 1949, : ’

C. ‘nixd Induntimy

1. lsaistance to the Preprrucory Cormittee for the setting up of
the "uropean ..sgociition for inimil Production.

koBist.nce w.s given for the setting up of the Turopezn Association
o andmel Production, and secretarinl help was provided for its Prenzrztory
Comnittee. At its meeting held 11-12 Murch 1949, in Paris. the Ireparctory
Cormiitee worled out the finil draft stututes, the prosremme of work «nd =
tentative dbudret, 2nd these were circulated among the Furopein countiies.
e Constituent Ascembly of the .szociction will be convened 2t Pards on 1l
Tovenber 2CL9,

v : .
2. Unificution of methods of herdbook keeving and standzrdisation of
milie :nd butterl t recording.

The dr-I't codificztion which was worked out by a sm:ll cormittee or
exnerts (members from Frunce, Netherl:nds. and Switzerland) was distributed
~monZ the Turorean member countries and so far 15 answers hive been received.
sosurenly of the rerlies h:xs been drzwn up -nd circulated. It is plunned to
lheld an exvpert meeting on = larcer basis (representetives from 8 to 9 countries
will be Invited) to work out the fin:l) dr:ft. "It is tent:tively proposed to
convene this meetins in llovember 104G gt Pxris.

5. Artificil Tnsemination

A surrey swmarizing the results of an enguiry has been completed
«nd muhliched., This aurvey rives information on the development of artifiecdal
Iasemin tlior in Turone, the views concerning the use of this method in the
CIflerert NMuonean countries cnd their lesislation and repulations., A speclal
¢l nter Included in the survey shows the aspects of this nractice in the
Ur"ted 2%t tes. This document will be diztributed :nd will form the working

-~ ~l.e.
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2aner of a meeting planned to be held in the new future. At the pronosed

mecting cor.sio‘e ~tion will hive to be iven to the posaibility of working

ont intcimutional remmlotions concernins this nethod of breed...n" with narti-

culir conh..sis on the techn’c.) side of on inteormnotionnl airecnment on the
miizment of cemen within and botween conntries. .

k. Livestock numbers, breed compesition, number ol recistered
anin:1s in herdbocks. mroduction and requirenents of breeding
ond commerci ) stock in Burove i 10L7.

The rcaults of on encuicy vhich was stirted in 1947 have been conpil-
cd in st tistic.l tables +nd will be pvb" ished in the ne:xr futwre, probu.bly
o tae 7.0 Turope.n Inform:tion Dulletin

D« lIlcrse Breedinz Problemn

& vepresentutive of the Turopesn Region:l Office ;t‘tended the inter-
nation ] conference on horse breeding convened ~t Utrecht, lctherl.nda,
Bestemer 1248, At the recuest of th:t conference, its find*"xr' nd recom-
nend it ong were corymnic .ted to FAO Merher Covernuents .nd to the Joint F.\O/}?CT.
@ Izc Cormittee on Agriculture.

C. Tonltry Production 2robi Leng

A veprecsent-tive ol the ""u“one"-n Regional Offlce :ttended the Tichth
Vorld Peultry Congress organised by the World. Poultry As~ociation at Copen-
hapen, Denmark in lusust 19’.u.

To Teedins Problenms

The prep-rotory worlz for o neeting; on fcedinr problens is under way.

The mecting is tent:tively scheduled to be held in December of th’s ye r in
Lurich, Switzerl:nd, and its zim 1s to facilitote the exch.nge of information
on newer Cevelopuents in the fields of animel feeding eond I‘omg'e production,
The nuin murpose of the meetins will be to show the possibilitles of »dupting
Teedin; rr.ctices to existing Teed supplies :nd to exrlore the moszibilities
of reducing to » minirum the need Tor concentrates in eninel Teeding,

C. .taf'l.;tance to -nternutlon 11 congresses on problems of .ningl

rrocuction,

..8aistance w:.s given at the Mediterr:ne-n Theep Breedins Concressn

wmch w..8 held in Rome k-7 April 1949, fTechnic:l .dvice i3 zlso beinr iven
o the Orgornisins Committee of the 5th Intern:tion.l Conrresa of Animl Proe-
ductlons The Tincl wrerynm, cgend: and the rules of procedure for the forth-
coning Conrress to be held in P:rias 3-10 Jovember 1949, were worked out :t a

meeting of the orpgunising Committee in Paris, on 10 March, 10ho,

9. Centr:l catalogue of cottle breeds and tywes

Inform-tion has been collected on ccttle breeds znd types in the
vorioun ccuntries,

10. Veteriniry nroblens

A meeting on .nimzl disexses wos held in November 1¢'0 -t "I.rsaw,

Two exncrts loaned. by FAO to the Polish Covernment have carried out _dvigory
vc*rw o v worl in th:.t country. One of them is still in Pol:nd; the other,
cIter comnleting one yeir's service wos sent, ..t the request of the Dutch
Gevernnent, to the Serum Institute Zn Rotterd:m, Hetherl:.nds, to :dvisc on
the nsze of certzin l:bor.tory technicues which were demonstrited .t the _ hove
ncnt* onel Versaw neeting., TIn Augest 1949 on the occision of the 1hth Inter-

L tion .l Veteriniry Congress in Londen, N0 convened a cneci-) meetins on fcot
wnd neunth Cizesge.
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10, Doiry Irlustiy Troblema:

The reletive ovcs+1ors nertzind n" to the Dalry Industry cre dealt
“t!: in C_J -bor t‘on witl ‘cbe Inter' tion.l D.i T‘cder tion md U'”ICIII‘.

tcc‘”*'- ’ ":s* ,twncc ].s be R elpd ,,iven by ¥ O. 'l”ﬂe I.D.F. convened o Cox:kiress
cn diize mroblens ot Steckhioln in iugust 1069, L representotive of the Furo-
neot Restonsl OfTice atbended this Conrress .néd tlie annucl mecting of the
T.00. wbich wes held 2t Ztocllhwolm vriecr to the Cohpress. The meeting of
tiie va_b-bn“mittee o the I.I.F, on-firesh milk problemsg, in which FAO has been
invited te nm.rticip:te will be held in Pairis from 26-28 October, 1949.

12. GCr_ssl:nd Troblems

Otoff nembers ttended the 5th Internationzl Grasizland Congress
viiich teck mlace at loordw:jk (iletherlands) 22-25 June, 1049. An opening
n.»er was precented on the subject "Grasslund ond the YVorld's Food".

Lroiye mJ.nzf;enent crecialist crrried out advisory werlk in Italy;
hig ctivity termin:ted »t the end of M.y 1949.

D. 21-nt Industry

1., Infestation contirel in stored graing

In Au-ust 1943 2 meeting of Turomean entomologists was held in
71 orc"ce. Itoly, to exchinge information on the most ePfective methods of »e-
duclnz losaes in stored grrin due to insects _nd otier nests.

~

=, 2Pest control in crom nroduction

L stal? entomoloziast visited the Uenr Tast countriecs ond Turkey
from July to Sentember 1943 to obt:.in first h:ind informction on locust control
~roblens wnd to erchance views with local exmerts in nrenpnration for a tech-
niczl neeting of renresent:tives from the Furome.n and Nexr .ot countries.
£ dnteorntionl) me et:h:lu on the Morocc:n locust h=3 been -rr«n,:ced for 19-25
Testenver 199 and will be held in Beirut, Lebanon.

5. Development of imnroved v.rieties br plant production

3t L1 menbers zitcnded the Sth Internation.l Cenetics Conference
in Stockliclw in July 1948, Informetion wos gathered on varieties 2nd stocks
ol whe.t. The miteri:l collected will be iIncornor:ted in the world catalogue
ol whezt stocks,

N meeting wa3 leld in Rome from 10-1%k Jonuary 1949 to consider the
remlis of the experiments c:oryried out with hybrid maize distributed by FAC
to Zuronecn countries, ind to work out - future prosram of rese:rch work on
th's svbdject Tor the cnrrent yecr. .t this meeting an 2ssociction for the
Imroreneat of moize in Turowe and the lirar Tust wic formed to crrry out this
resc.rell vors: .nd to £ .cilit:te exchance of informztion and of maize .seed.
lazistince has becn civen to this .ssociztion to bepin its operations. Addi-
tion:l hrbarid maize sced w.g diztriduted to the v.rious Furope.n countries for
trin) duriag 1940,

4, In the sprin: o” 1049 1t w.s found zdviscble to duild up a stock
of secd of outstunding varietiec of cerecls, oroass, lecumes, ollsceeds :=nd
vecetodles Irom which s:nples were distributed.

5. Freservation of (;réen herbzige, both. by artificial drying and sil-

..sey Ia Gre.at Britzin, Standinsvia ind Holland was investigzted by interviewing
the vthorities in those countries to leryn the present stotus of theae practic

’
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The methods currently emnloyed =nd the rel.tive merits of the different methods
from the stindpoint of economyr., nutritive value and other f:.ctors. 1\ report
w.s orex.red vhich sumn.rices the results of this survey.

4, Tond Lge :nd Farm Machinerr

1. Soil Conzerv: tion

(=) . The Florence meeting held in 1945 recognised the need for
action to bring about the begt possible use and core of land resources. An
informal Turopean Cormittee for Soll Conservation was 3et up to facilitote
Internxtion:l cooperation to ~chieve this end., In following up this work
efTorts hove been and are being i-de to p*omote needed action in the various
countries,

() 2 specialist in soil conservation worked on this obJective in
It:ly; his 2ctivity terminated at the end of M.y, 1949.°

(c) An irrigation and drain:ge speéiali;t worked in Creece -t the
request of the Creek Government. The durction of his zgsignment wis approxi-
u.tely four months,

2. Sufveys on £21m mcchinery situation

The speedy development of mechanisation of Europeun agriculture has
rzised m.ny complicated technical, economic and soci:1 gquestions. It calls for
surveyras re;ardinc the zituztion of nech.nis_tion in the different countriec.
showing the critical problems which micht be solved in each country or by
cormon. ..ction -mong tountriles. .Such~survéys have been aterted by the Agri-
culture Division zteff .t Rome. with special reference to fuctors having a
bearing on the internstionzl distribution and utilisetion of ~griculturzl
mchinexr. Teports on the furm m.chinery situation in Turkey, Creece, It-ly,
Mrance. Irel.nd, the United Kingdom, Cermany -nd Finlund hove alre:xdy been
sent to Te.dguirters. as well as informction on the distribution and use of
agricultur:l machinery in Poland, Czechoslovakia, the Netherlonds and Belpium,

5. Promption of coqper“tlon on farm m-chinery within and smong
countries.

In v:rious Furopean countries there :re nationzl faim machinery
centres whose task it is to coordinate research with pructical work in Tarm
vachinery among scientists, manuf-cturers, farmers and public ~uthorities.
The setbting up of these centres *s belng promoted in member countries where
they do rot .liecdy exist.

Reveated efforts have been made to establish liaison among the
{7ferent notional centres. but under present circumstances the crextion of
a liainon body vresents some difficulties. Therefore, efforts are continuing
for the tire being to 2ssure generzl liaison. among: the different groups in-
terested in fairm machinery. ’

L, Standardisation of £.ym mmchines

- Cooner:tion with CICR is concentrated on obtaining progress in the
gnecilic question of etindardisation of tr_ctors and equimment, necesooxy
to the mechinisation of sm=ll Toyms. .\ member ol the Furopean Regional staf?
was present at the CICR meeting in Louscnne. September 1958 and in Puris. in
M.xch 1040, where this question was discusscd., FaO wea zsked to toke 11l
ugeful mezcures to put into effect the stindardis:tion of txractors Tor the
benefit of arriculture in Purove. Fi0's support of this undertaleing hes
helped to (-1n the full interest and cooperztion of the Intexn. .tion:l Standards
OT;&HLS tien ind 2lrexdy of some nitional standardisction orszanis.tions in the
diTerent countries.

/
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JIZ. TCOrCIICT D JTUTISTICS

Y. Tccnenfes

@) T.0 - TCT cooncr.tion: The TCE Committee on Asriculturzl

Trcolens

—————

4t its third zession in ‘mr2l 1045, the Tconomic Cormicsion for
Turene estoblisihed wn od hoc Committee to determine the most irmedlately
irmext nt Coricultur:)l sroblens of cormon concern to Fi0O znd TCTE. The committe
del’ned a series of such problens. .nd worl on them was irmedi. tely bepun by
e cecrctariats of the two or~:inis.tiong. Following ig, ot 1ts Tourth
sccnicn in ily 1949, the Cormission sct uy .. nermanent Commitiee on Agricul-
turel Tronlens wiiich is to hirve these functions: serve -3 a forum for digcussi
and erel nne of information to insure close collabor:tion between Turopenn
Covernnicts in the oriculturcl aspects of reconstruction cnd develomment; in-
It’ate ctucies xnd mode recommenditions on vr.ctic:l meang of cooperation in
Trrone to develop nroduction of and trade in soricultursl cormodities; co-
onerxte with other orzins of TCE rerurding industri:l requisitesc for oppi-
cultur 1 mroduction ond the exchinre of industri:l roods for foodstufTs. The
Commititee on “oricultural Problems will hold its {irst mecting on 3rd October
-nd I3 to te serviced, lilte the ICT Timver Committee. by technic 1 oflicers
of 70, wic will prep-re the documents ..nd dota for it.

b) Ailso in Miy the Inductry -nd Mterials Committec of ECT con-
sidered the Tertilisers .nd form meochinery situxtion in Furone. This Com-
mittes Telt th-t in both Tields more .bund nt supplies zre becomins apnrrent

Lthourr rewnl requirements ire not yet met, xnd th .t the princinal limiting
T-ctor now iz the level of effective demnd. The Comittee on .\rricultural
Trohlen: w.g therefore _.cked to explore the pessibilities of erpanding the
nce of cheric.l fertilisers ord of .sricultur:l mechinery., The prob-ble de-
.18 *n the coming yexrs, the ontimum levels ol consumption, -.nd the steds
neces3-rr to increase effective demznd are to be cdefined s f:r .5 posecible.

The Committee will haove cs p.rt of its working miteri:l z revizion
¢ thae .0 reoort on igricultwrcl prorrams for veconstiuction and development
Tirgt nublished in Jure 1943, This revision brings the orizin~l study up to

dote -af incornerates d:t. on such gubjects s investment »nd prices which
vere not included in the oriyinal study.

c) % apecizl study h.c been m:xde on the fyuit and vecetible situs-
tion i1 Turope. To comply with the requests of Covermments. periodic renorts
.ve -ven.yred by the Economic Stuff. The third report covering the month of
aucuct s Just been issued.

.) ..33’stance hos been riven during the year to the Jecreturiat

of the 0= nis.tion for Turomexn Tconomic Cooper.tion in determining the

~obh ble cupplies of foodstuTs thot m 7 be :viilable for consumption canully
Aurins the next Jev veirs .o .. vesult of present .nd projected food production
ad tr (e pl ns .nd rrosroms,

T. Ctatlatica
) Turope>n Centre of ~nplied /wricultur:l -nd Demogravhic
Stztistics '

DPven.r_tions havebeen mude to hold < st-tistic-l trzining course in
D pis Tocn 20th Sentember to C3rd Decerder 1949,

The necessary funds for this Centre h.ve been mzde ~vz=il-ble by FAO
41 conjunct on with the French Covermment, the U,M, ond UiinsC0. All techni-
c.? reeor.tions for this Centre have been mxde (setting up of prosrirmes,

he/1 ke
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ooois ,ticm of lecturcs, recruttment of nrofessors, .nd students). It had
"1l been pl.aned to hove the lactures In French .nd Tnglish, TIlowever,
s

o oaodncuiTicient nmumber of entles were received Tor the Fnslish courae,
tl!ese Zzve been concelled, .

D) 1030 Torli Census of ..criculture

3ia

3+
3

AS .nce by me ns of visits o well -5 by correshondence h .3 bLeen
ofven B the Ltotiaticll Cervices of m.ny “urcne n countries for the urepiritior
of the 1¢50 "Torld Censue ol JMpriculture,

¢) .t the recuest of sever-l Governnerts, a study iz beiry nrepzred
a te codt ol operxting i modern stotistic:l service. .\ ronog: <ph on
the otenlter:l stotistics) methods of 5 country is .1so under preporation.

@) TRenrescnt.tion .t Intern tional Conlerences

AnTFao expert ttended the reetin‘, of the “urcpein Reglonzl 3tati-
atizi nc. the Pomilation Commaisaton of UL, ., the shotistical Commission of
the Uole, o130 the Strea: Com“cre"‘cc of irwicultur.l Feonomists (\usust 1949).

¢) in F .0 economist h.s been lo.ned to the Tntemtion . Bonlk for
1. tel:n gix weelis to ..coomr : mroun of exrerts on h.Ls.,ion to
e will -dvise on ecciomic .snecty on the Tield of sryiculture.

LY

v ey
LV, S eam e 1N 2
< —

.

L. Terr’ng Mecting

.. Terwins Heetins vw.s convened -t the Inrue from £0th awgust to
nd 3eaterber 10LS (4 which » orticinted tlre revresent. tives of 11 countrics
nt two Chnervers from interm tion.l or~ uis tions,
1 3 r.eet ic w3 of n exnlor tory n.ture nd studicd the dillerent

o

e o) Clstribution, uhbilis tion nd morleting of herming and Jllled

m™e meeting Cecided to linmit its etivitics to the study of herring
with 2rtlend.r emphasis on the recent methods of prep. . tlon which wculd
tibe the opening of new nm rirets., Consequentl;. F.C m y have to con-
veae in the ne 1 Tuture - mect--.'; of specil lists to ztudy this p.rticwl 'y
ArODLETIA

r

£, Mediter: nein Council of the le:

. Conférence ig %0 be held :n Rome from 19-2h Jenterber to dizcuse
the ~ropored est.blisiment of .. Ficheries Council Tor the llcditerrane:n and
continovs w-ters 4our'beer\ couatries, hove been invitcd to n .rticin. te.

5e Turonein T

hCriCa St ulut" C.J

The

I;J

0 is cooper:iting with the Intern-tion.l Council for the Tx-
nor:sion of the ge.. (Coneal cen) in - study of Turone:n Fisheries Tt tictics
witlh - view to workins out »rocedvre for their immrovenent,

.9

—

Lo Teehnfe.l -3sist once to Govermments

b the request of the Creek Coverrment, two It..lian -wc* .ista
were ssiined to Creece, Tor one month., to mike . swivey of CGreel- 'L .(,oc.ns
z ¢ to .acert. in the develomment possibilities in the field of fisheries,

. ,/'! ~hn
19/ 210k
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3. ICT Cocper tion

The Iizheriea represgent . tive In Turode :salsted the TCF Vorking
Jartr oon the Uroew -1; of Terisiiiblec, by ndvizing on the trunsportation of
Tich,

V. TOXTTTY I FOTTIT PRODUCTS

. T..0/7CI COOPIRATIOV

1. Tirber Cormittes

Tie Fourth Seasion of the T mber Cormi ttee cf ICEH, which i3 serviced
by the Towrcstiy staff of the urone.n Ofi'ice, was held from T to 10 M-rch, 1940.
The Cormaltiece tco" note of the ch nging position of the princip:l foreat
macTucts Uron a sellers to a buyers moriet.

The X3iTth Seszion or the T’uher Jormmittee w.s held In CGenevz, l9 to
23 -Sexterider, 1659, 4 review of the Durope:n gsoftwood situ:tion, in the licht
of IrTomit’oa vrecented to the Cormittee, indic.ted that there should be no
& noes of a vinber shert.ce in 1930, This w:z, in nart, due to the exceptional
tinber murnlas ¢ wced by forest Tires in France, .nd tnc Conmitttee stressed
thot the ‘boorptlon of theze wv.il.bilities would be.: temmor.ry process only,
nd thot tie imrortance of inere.sin: export supp*leg of softwood for 2951
-nd berond. rem:ined unch: nred. )

The Cormittee digcusscd its Tuture worl: rorrrmme, nd wis uncnimous)
o the onnlon thiLt its contimuous existence w.s "obviously rnocessiry, both in
the faterents of producing -nd consuming cow."_tr:-ies, nd in view of the inmpor-
t.ace of e timber problem in the economy of Furope.”

2. “t.tistics

The mublic .tion of the nu:rterly tirder st-tistics hos beenn continuel
with crh. 3l: on merilet renorts in the issue of the fourth qu.rter of” 1043,
e ccellection, cormmilotion nd .nilysis of stitistics ond the rre-
protion of » riet rencrte comprises :n imvortint element of tle work of the
Foresbx ot LT of the Genev. Drinch Office. The form of present.tion of the
st tistics h s been revised which me:ns th:t the imrort ond exnort statistileal
m. texi ) i 5 becn iwproved, -nd statistics of purch ses .nd s5.les dronped.

At fts Fifth Tezaion, thc Timber Cormittee confirmed the necessity fc
continu. tion ol tile collection and mublic tlon of .dequ.te st.tistics on
prin - rr ferest nroducts, nd pericdic :nalyces of the timber mirket situxtion
In Yurone,

The Corrilttee w.s dv;.;crl of the propos:l m:de by the .0 Turopecn
Corm’salon on Torestry .nd ro*e..tr;r Froducts, -nd -ssumed th:t :. decision re-
\,.;:d_n; i fter will be t.ken by the ..nnunl F10 Conferecnce in Hovenber, 191

5., TN.tion:lis:tion in the utilisition of wood

This joint F.O/TCF nroject, formerly entitled. "Economies in the use
ef wood In congtruction", is beinscontirued. The consultant in chirge visited
T stex Mwrovern countries to round out the construction phJ...e of this study.
'1.‘6 counlete renort of hig study wigc sresented to the Fifth 3¢ssion of the

*=ber Cerm:ittee snd the Ll .tter .dvised th.t it be drourht to the .ttention
0': soverrments, Covernnments will be requested to submit . stztement on the
extent to which .porov.l could be :iven for .ction in .ccordznce wi+h the
secrrmerd. tions male. The rcplief* received will be »regenteld to the nent

rertine of tiie Timher Cormittee.

hofints
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B, TI.0 FORESTRY ..CTIVITIZS

b, Europ;e;n Comuission on Foreutry 2nd Forestry Products

The Coimission held its Second Scasion from 5 to 9 Jeptember. It
discunsed its future progrirme of work cnd recommended concrete action in sneci-
Tic technic:il fields, such x5 seed certific.tion znd forect nun.rement. It
Z1so wdonted its cwm rules of nrocedure.

The report of the Sub-Cormiasion on Mediterr ne:n Problems, which was
evoroved, will necesnit.te consider:tion of tlie est.blishment of demonct:r.tion
sreas Lo the stuay oft n.stur se nroblems requiring coll-bor.tion with other
divisions 'of F..0. A second noint to be conzidered is the nremur:tion of
ecolozic ) mops for the Imd*terr .ne:n Bazin,.

The Cormission 2lso e oressed the wish that the Goverrment o France
would -nirove w proposll that the next wezting of the Sub-Cormission on Medi-
teiriiecn Cuestions be neld in Ageria with » Tield excursion in Morocco.

The whole qrestion of forestry st.tistics wvas reviewed, and the
\,om"_sc ton referred to tlie .nnual Conference of FAO 4 propos-l for the calling
of » Vorld Statistic:l Conference on Forestry and Forest ”ro tucts.

5. Cooper:tion with cther Tntern.tional Qrganisations

2) Tntern:.tion:z1 Union of Forest Rese:uch Organications

Tlhe det:ila of the work involved In providing the Secreturiit for the
Orponizition were discussed .nd defined ot = mcetins of the TItecutive Committee
of the Union held !n Ielsinki @uring the time of the “orld Forestry Congress.

At this meeting working sections were est.blished and Chajrmen were
crpoiated For e.chi Tection. In this comnection. it wis decided to defer the
cctivities of the sections dexling with mechonic.l und chemic:) conversion of
wood.. nending further crroncements with F.0. in the f» mework of which two
expert comittces on theoe sub *ects are _lrexdy functloning,.

joint T 0/Union Com’ttee on Bibliogr.phy w.s est.blished which
held its Lrut mceting in Helsinll fier the Forestry Consress., It node
recormenc..tions with reczrd to biblzo;;r;:phic:l cl:ssific.tion, bibtlioprophic
service .né prep.r.tion of surmeriea by .uthors. Sever:l schemes ire .t presen.
under discussion but no definite nrepesnl has yet emcreed.

b) Interaition.l Corrisgion oa Popl.r

This Cormissicn met in .oril in Tiugsels. the Secretari -t of the
Cencv.. Dranchh Cifice beiag responzible for its servicing. The Cormission »nzid
gpecizl ottention to identific .tion .nd nomencl.ture of Iurone:n Blucl: Poplar,
to nests and disesses, und to use ~nd testing of noplur wood. .i report dr:fted
Tz the Secretori t ond three teclinical papers prepmred by r.oporteura will be
subnitted for zpprov.l to the Permenent Irecutive Cormittee, vhich i35 to meet
in Gencve in Cctober next, and subsequently mubliszhed.

¢) Uorld Forestry Conrress - Felsinki

The Chief of the Geneva Branch Office attended this meeting xc Re-
oresentotive of the Jecretory-Genercl of the United IMotlona, “rro office:s as
official T..0 revresent_tives, .nd a fourth in another offici.l c.pacity. :lmo
sttended.
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¢) Internition:l Chestmrt Cormisaion

Discussions will nrocced on the orginizotion of this Cormission, Tt
stof visfts haive brovgnt out = ro.ther videspread interest in the matter, and
< wormisclion may possibly be estiblishied during: the colend:r vear 1949, If
rnct, the chestmut sroblew will be investig.ted in the me-ntime .3 an Fi0
nroject.

6. Sub-Cormittee cn ool Tcchnolory

an Intern:tion:) Conference on Mcchznical ood Techuology (zn out-
{rowth of the T..0 Sub-Comnittee on Machunic:al Vcod Technolory) w.:s held in
Ceneva “ugust 29 to Sentember 3, 1049, The Counlerence adonted cert-in re-
cormicndations res.rding stindardication in the methods of test: ing of wood and
stres ed the necessity of particul.r care in the zelection of test muteri:l, ar
the conditicning facilities. In orxder thot resnlts might be comparcble world-
wie to wg gre.t mn extent 2s possible. The ConTerence indicated its belief
¢ to thc roscibility of tteining " .. cert-in denree of renerclisation and
simplific.tion of the nomenclature of cormexrci 1l woods", in recommending the
exclusive use of one or . few cormercicl desicn.tions to identify exch species.
and set up o working nurty to consult with the F.0 in this t.sk.

17ith vespect to timver gri.ding, the Conference recormends thot
"2 stud;” be m.de of the definitions of terms ind that, =s far .s possible,
mnifomm mrinciples of vtructuz 21 groding be established th.t cun be jenerally
applied to 21l apecies". 1 specil study committee was estubliched to carry
Jomr xC this nroject.

Te Tr ining Courses for Technologists of Mediterr:nezn Countries

This new project has been developed 18 2 result of discuzsions be-
tweer the Representatives of the Director-Gener:l for Turcpe, -nd for the Near
.5, ond thc Tirector of the Forestry :nd Forest Products Division.

The pronosal ig to hold = gy ining course for aoricultural tech-
rclogiatbn, probably In Cyprus in April or M.y 1950, with the objective of ac-
qu. inting cuch »nerscniael with the necevs¢ty of correl_ting forestry and .rri-

culture In the develooment of the economy of Mediterr.nezn countries.

‘|

<
< - K3
no courses wil

nin.ry inform:l meeting to prepire the round for these trzin

1:
1 be held in Cyyrus zbout J nu:ry, 1950,

Vi, I7CRLTION

I. _resz nel tionz Jervice
) Press

2rc33 Relenzes ..nd ¢:bles have been gent out on occ:zions such s
the Dircctor Cener:l's visit to Jurone, the ztiff visits to countries, .nd the:
ncetiuzs en Soll Conzerv ticn, Infest: t*on Control. Food Consexv-otion. Iybrid
M.lze, poricultur. ) Frotension. the Ferring Conference, etc.

Tercon.l contacts with internztion:l Press .igcencles -nd the. local
nress e continuoualy fostereda. The press in DNome was invited to meet the
Director Gener. .l .nd the Director of the Inform.tion Division respectively.

b) Rdio
Tvery other edresday - Tour-:nd---h:1f minute bro.dczst on 2 topical
Fi0 mdlect s zent out over the short-w.wve R:odic System from Rome in 16

languages. Copies of scrinta :re disn tched to mropern I tional Committees
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Tor retrunsmission as well as for background matericl to recipients of the
Presc Relexses, i.e, the press itself, the UN Informition Centres., UMNESCO,
WH0. TIvidence hos been received from Finl-nd, Belgium, France, ‘Switzerland,
It:ly, the U.K. -nd the lletherlands that this m:terial is used over the na-
tional radio systems. On the occasion of the Lubin centennizl, a broadcast
by the information-Officers was rel:yed direct to I:ke Success.

II. C-ranhicg

Film ond Photogmnhs

A number of i‘ilms h>ve béén mrde - dwailalile either by FAO or by member
countries. Consequently it has been pessible to comply with the requests
for films from. the following countries: Austriz, Irel:nd, It-ly, Portugal.
Yugoslavic, Egypt. Ethiopia.

Four films were lent to the World Feder.tion of the United Niutions'
Associ-tions. (WFUNL) on the occ-gion of-their.Geriér:1l Assembly in Rome.

Two film companies attended the Devid Liibin Ceremony.

The Rome collection of - phetographs hzs been enriched by a set of
photographs from Norw:y, Finland 2nd the United Kingdom; various photographs
t:ken during steff visits, and sets gent from Headquarters. FPhotographs have
veen sent to the UN Information Centre in London, ‘the Finnish, French, Polish
«nd UJH. Ixtion:1 Committees, s well 2s to the Swiss Agricultural Information
Service, cnd the Rome Daily .mericin (newspaper), 'They have also been dis-
tributed throush the Tt:liain liational.Cormittee to the Italizn Press.

III, Lectures

Film strip Projector

A f£ilm strip projector h:s.been received. The "Food and People
..rma.icn ‘hos been discussed with WFUMA. = Material for lectures on Fi0 wos
Listributed in Greece. Italy xnd the U.K.; lists of vossible lecturers on food
\.nc’. coricultur:.l problems wers- supplied to UNESCO,

The film strip projector was used ‘during the Agricultural Extension
Meeting in Hollond and Belgium with two film strips..

IV. Contacts
" Personal contzcts have been .egteblighed with intern:tional agencies
which hive renresent: tives in Rome (VHO, RO, ILO, UNICKF, UITE3CO, Rockfeller
Found-tion). Assistonce “nd -inf orm tion =re being given to an increasing

number of c:llers. .An Information Recding Room has been established for the
use of the Rome 3tzff, vis‘iting experts and the Preass.

V. .The Turopean Bulletin

In answer to an inquiry, .suggestions have been received from fourteen
countries. regzrding the contents of this Bulletinm.

From July 1943 =~ July 1949 four numbers. each =veraging 80 paces,
were Peblished in French and in Enslish' 2500 copies were printed in ecch
1 "nG\le €

~ The present total of subscriptions (standing orders cznd individuesl
Slescri;)tionS‘) amounts’ to 645 «8: compared to k23 in July 1943.
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VI, Nutrition

1. Turopecn lfutrition Information Service

n 1mno“t nt ispect of the work of FAO in this resnect, has been
the bv‘ldmc up of z nucleus for . Turope:n nutrition inform.tion service,

2. T.tional Iutrition Cormmittees

In his cont:zcto wlth these committees, the Mutrition-Representative
in Purope has given speci:l zttention to vroblems such as school feeding,
food connosition,: nutritf‘on education, food technolocy, dietzry surveys, etc.

3, Technicol zssistance to UNICTF

The Furopean Nutrition Renresentative has cooper~ted on a consultative
bosiz with the UM Children's Fmergency Fund. In thot capacity he hos col-
lected inform:tion on prev.iling nutrition conditions and basic needs in
seve::) UNICTF countries znd visited Czechoslovakia, Bungary, Greece, Rumania,
Itely, Fronce, sustric., Specizl :sttention has .lso been given to the milk
nogition in these countries.

4, FA0 - 170 colloboration

Active licigon with the WHO has been maintoined. for ‘bettér integra-
tion of TI..0/WHO progr.mmes in the field of nutrition.

Certain cd hoc consultative services have :lso beén rendered from
tine to vime to Wil0 in Genevo in the field of food :nd nutrition.

5. Vork in Greece has been continued by =n F:0 Hutrition Officer
«ttiched to the Creek Ministry of Coordination. This included traihing of
loc:1 workers in nutritionh and the orcanization of supplementcry feeding
mrorr.omes., . law to establish. nutrition services in the Ministry of Agri-
culturc, bused on studies mrdé by this representative, 1s nov before the Creek

Pyl ment,

G, In Turkey, ot the recuest of the Government, 1 nreliminiry survey
of the nutrition situ.tion wos made which, it is hoped, can be followed by
more clibor.te investis:tion. This survey in Turkey was in some ways = pio-
neering effort .nd brought out meny facts regarding the nutritional stutus
of v.rious groups of the population, a@d feed habits =nd methods of preparing
{ood, viiich will be v.luxble in mutrition progrommes designed to bring zbout
‘mprovenents,

VII. LIGISL.TION

During the p:gt year a nucleus of the Legislation 3ervice, which
w.s t.!en over from the former II4A, hi:3 been mzintained.

\fter the dissolution of the IIA, work on the 36th volume of the
Intern:tion.l Yexrbook of Agriculturcl Legislation 1945 was continued and in
the courze of 1943 the book woaz printed. Although the yea:‘boo]fs for 1943-45
(in ) volume) =nd for 1947, covering the sehe subject, were in an.cdvanced
st.ge of vrep.ration, work on them had to be discontinued owing tO budgetary
1linit_ tions., Tor the s.me re..son the Internation .1 Jourmal of Low and Legi-
sl:-tion relating to Food and Agriculture (of vwhich tliree nunbés's had been pub-
Jighed in 1947 ond 19:8 by FAOC in continuation of the IIA Intermational
Bulletin of Agricultur:l Iaw) h:s 21so been suspended.

As fzr as its smell stzf{ permits, the Lerislation Servide is con-
fnuing to an:lyse laws cond decrees vublished in officiil documents .on food and
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agriculture matters in :11 countries of the world. This document:tion is made
availzble to the FLO technical Tivisions ond, on request, to Covernments.

The Legisl tlon Service is :1so m:kins = reculcer contribution to the

Turone-n Inform:tion Bulletin on the l:test laws :nd decrees iscued in Turope
.nd Africc In respect of food. apriculture, forestry .nd fisheries.

VIII, LIBR.RY

Until the end of 1943 the important apricultur:l Lidriry inherited
Trom the Internation:l Inctitute of Apriculture was maintrined. with 2 re-
stricted stcfl, ut FiO's exmense. TFollowing :n zafreement rexched between:the
Director General of F.0 .nd the Director Gener:l of UNESCO. znd :pproved by
the Conference of exch orzanis:tion, a joint Committee. composed of two repre-
sentxtives of FAO, two of UNESCO and one of the Italizn Governiient undertook
to run the Libr:ry in 1949; exrpenses being shared equally between FAO :nd
UITSCO up to = total zmount of $30,000.

On the recommend:tion of the bth Annucl Conference of F\0, means for
contimuing the Library after 1940 have been explored by the Joint Committee.
L8 o recult. = meeting wos held in Rome on 26/27 July -t which the renresent--
tives of 15 Covermments .:nd 30 organizations, institutions znd scientific
Toundations p.rticip.ted.

St this Meeting it woo dnznimously recommended:

"1, +thzt 2n intern._tional centre bearing the nxme of David Iubin be
eat.blished around the former II. Library -t Rome by FA0 or. if
Fi0 finds it impossible, throush cooper:tion mong the Govern-
ments, the United Mtions :nd ito specizlized urencies znd
other orc nizations"”.

In the me.ntime. books cnd pericdiczls in the field of food nd
wgriculture hove continued to _ccupulote in the Libr:ry. It h:s been possible
to est.blish o free exch-nre bDetween tlie Furopexzn Bulletin xnd 312 periodic-ls.

Two supvnlements to the Catalogue of Books 2nd Periodic:ls of the
Librory will be published in the coursc of 1949 in order to keen it up to
cxte., The first is heing printed.

I, LICUIDATION OF TH. FORMYR _IT% .ID CIS

' .t the request of the Liguidation Committee of the former IT\, Fi0
=ccepted to continue the liquidaticn operations as from 23 February 1949.

730 haz endexvoured to collect the orrexrs of contributions due to
the ITA co =& to be in 2 poaitiocn to meet the obligations of the IL: towerds
ite staff, “lthousch quite > cons’der:ble amount is still due to the IIA o8
zrve.rs of contributions, a suflficient sum h:s been collected to meet the fi-
ncneizl ebligations tow.rds the etoff. 1 remort on the prosress of the liqui-~
d-tion will be submitted to the 5th Annu:l Conference of F\O.

An of Ter to daistribute free of churge old IIA nublicctions hizs been
mde br 7.0 to its member Covernments znd former IL\ member countries. :s
well ~a to scientific inatitutions and libr:ries. Specicl ttention is being
alven to requests from those libroidies and institutes which suffered throuch
the war, to enxble them to complete or build up their collectidns.

To d:te requests on beh:1f of 165 institutions have been mude by

55 countries representing o totil of 65,000 volumes. It hag been possible to
meet 77 of these requests. i.,e. 20,000 volumes.
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FOOD AND ACRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE
UNITED NATICNS

PRC-CONFFRENCE REGIONAL MEETING FOR FUROPE
{Rome, 10-15 October 1949

FAO FROGIAM OF WORK IN_EUROFE FOR 1950

The Director General will submit to the 5th FAO Conference a document
(Ck9/3) entitled "Draft program of work for 1950" which, if approved, will
serve as a basgls for all FAO activities in 1950,  This document covers both
the generul activities of the Organization on the world level and the more
specilic action regarding the different regions.

The draft program is concerned more porticularly with the work which
directly interests Eurove. There is no need to emphasize that the FAO pro-
gram of work cannot be considered as an agglomeration of the programs of
the different divisions, nor of those of the different regions; on the con-
trary, it forms a well coordinated whole.,

+ .
+ +

FAO, being a governmental organization, desires to establish and carry
out, to the fullest possible extent, its program of work in complete coop-
eration and with the unreserved support of the governments. Consequently,
its program of work in Furope will stress the following points :

l, PRelations with the Governments gnd National Committees -

The Representative for Furope of the Director Genercl will make every
effort to maintain close contacts with the Governments and the National
Committees, and will discuss with them all general policy questions which.
may arise. '

In addition, as in 1948, he will continue his visits with a group of
the regional technical personnel to the Furopean countries which could not
be visited in 1949, In this cornection the Govermments of Poland, Hungary,
Austria, Yugoslavia, Denmark and Norway have already been approached. These
visits will include a thorough discussion of the FAO program of work and
vorking methods, and will serve to obtain the suggestions of the Govermments
on all the problems erzamined,

2, Governmental Cormissions -

Several goverrmental regional commissions were set up in 1949 which
should be on a sound basis by 1950. They will cover different fields of
FAO activity in Furove :

(a) The Agriculture Committee of the Economic Cormission for Europe’
deals with the economic problems of agriculture. This Cormittee,
which will have at its disposal the technical personnel of FAQ,
provides 1 means of treating the economic questions which are the
competence of FAO, -

(b) The Buropean Committee of Agricultural Techhology, which held its
first meeting in Rome at the end of September, when it established
the priorities F.0 should follow, will be able to function as a
Centre where the technical problems of Furcpean agriculture could
be examined and where government efforts in this respect could be
coordinited.




c k9/1/8
C 49/11/8
Page 35

{c) The Buropean Forestry and Forest Product Committee with its Sub-
Comrission on Mediterranean Problems, has already drawn up its
program of work for both technical questions and. forest statis-
.ticso ‘

(d) The Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean which was proposed
at a meeting held in September 1949, will probably be established
in 1650, This Council together with the cooperation of FAO in
the Council for the Atlantic, will permit studying European
fisher;es problems.

The Furonean Regional Office of Fi0, desirous of making every endea-
vour to avoid overlapping with other international organizations, and of
ensuring full coordination of all eflorts, maintains close colluboration
with the specialized organizations of the United Fations such as UNESCO,
UNICTr, ILO, WHD and the ECE, with which several projects covering 1950
are being carried out Jointly.

The game policy is followed with several international, semi-govern-
mentz’. or private organizations or institutions which are established in
Europe and with which the Iuropean Office will continue to collaborate.

+ +

The following specific activities, grouped by divisions, are planned
by the Regional Furopean Office for 1950 :

A. Agriculture

B, Tconomics, Statistics and Distribution
C. Fischeries

D, Forestry amd Forest products

E. Information

F. Mutrition

A,

AGRICULTURE

The following program .of work for 1950 is based on thé'ovérﬁll'program
of work of the Agriculture Division, taking into account the recommendations
of the first meeting Qf the Puropean Committee on Agricultural Technology.

I. Furopean Committee of Agricultural Technology

.The Committee will serve as a centre for most internmational technical
activities for the benefit of Furopean agriculture and will coordinate work
carried out in the technological field in Furope in order to bring about uni-
fication and simplification wherever possible,

II. General Agricultural Sexvices

1, Txtension and advisofy services - Implementation of the recom-
mendation agreed upon in the meeting on extension and .dvisory
services held at The Hague in August 1949,

2, Exchange of workers ~ An onquiyry will be made concerning the
number of technical workers each country in Furope would be will-
ing to take or release for more extended periods under a program
for an inter-European exchange of workers. ..
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Collaboration in research - Asslistance will be glven to facil-
itate the coordination of research work in Europe and to promote
collaberation among the research institutes of the various coun-
tries.

IIT, Animal Industry

1.

Lg9/1240

Improved rroduction through breeding.

(a) Modification to herd-b ok convention and. standardization of
milk recording methods, Efforts will be mede to bring up-
to-date the intermational convention for the standardization
of the methods of. keeping and operating herdbooks signed in
Rome 1936, With this in view the w rk already initiated on
the standardization of milk-butterfat recording practices in
Furope will be continued.

(v) Artificial insemination - Study of regulations governing
-the practice of artificial insemination in Furope will con-
tinue and a small meeting of specialists will be convened to
consider this problem and particularly rules governing the
international trade in semen.,

(c) Problems regarding horse and sheep breeding. Problems aris-
- ing from the recormendations made by the Intermational Con-
ference on Horse Breeding (Utrecht, September 1948) and the
Mediterranean Sheen Breeding Congress (Rome, April 1949) will
be dealt with in consultation with the Turopean Association
for Animal Production,

(d) Central catalogue of cattle breeds and types - Assistance
will be given to Headquarters in the collection of material
for o central catalogue of cattle breeds and types.

(e) Livestock breeding in the tropics and sub-tropics - The
international conference on these problems, planned to be
held in Cairo October 1945, will take place possibly early
in 1950, probably in Cyprus. The interested European coun-
tries will be invited to this meeting.

Improving animal nutrition

4 conference will be held at Zurich in December 1949 on pre-
sent problems f livestoclk feeding with particular attention to
the need to replace imported concentrate feedingstuffs with home-
grown forages. The recommendations’ of this meeting will be fol-
lowed up. '

Reduc ine losses frpm animal diseases -

(2) Control of seme major diseases, etc. FPmphasis will be
placed on assistance to member Governments in the control
of a few major diseases which cause the greatest losses
amorng the draft, meat, milk and fibre producing animals
(foot-znd-mouth disease, mastitis, brucellosis). This work
vill be carried out’ in collaboration with the International
Office of Epizootice.

(b) Blologics and exchange of stock cultures -  Member Govern-
ments will be agsisted in finding sources of biologics and
exchanging gtock cultures where needed.
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L, Improvgment of the production and processing of livestock products.

(a)

()

Meeting on dairy production, milk handling and processi 10~
blems - There will be a meeting of specialists to exchange
information on dairy production and milk handling and process-
ing problems. Other work on improving the quality and produc-
tion of milk in Furope will be undertaken in cooperation with
UN;CEF's milk equipment progect.

Meeting of experts on cheese - = A meeting bf governmental
experts in cheese will be convened 4o examine the recommenda-
tions made to FAO by the 12th International Dairy Congress
(Stockholm, Auguat 1949) concerning @ (1) regulations for
the naming and denomination of cheeses and desighation of
thelr characteristlcs; (11i) classification afd definition

‘T the types of cheese in intermatiofial trade; (1ii) modi-
fication of the SBEF method for the determination of fat in
cheese, as defined in the international convention of 193k4.

IV, L. Use

1.

Lg/12u9

Soil c}assificat;on and improvement -

(a)

(v)

(c)

Menting on methods of surveying and classifying soils. An
international discussion by specialists on methods of sur-
veying and classifying soils will be held in the Netherlands
in connection with the International Congress of Soils Science
wvhich will take place in Amsterdam, surmer 1950,

Work on soil conservation -. The work on so0il conservation
w21l be continued in collaboration with the European Cormittee
on Soil Conservation, following up the recommendatiuns made by
the meeting of specialists on soil conservation problems (Flor-
ence, 1948).

Fertilizers - Attention will be given to the findings of
forthcoming congresses on fertiliZers; the problem of ferti-
lizers will.be considered in connection with the work on ex-
tension and advisory services, '

Farm mach}nery problems -

(a)

(v)

(c)

(a)

Studies on farm machinery situation - ~ Studies begun in-l9h9
on the farm machinery situation in Furopean countries will be
continued and completed.

Enquiry on forms.of common use of machines - An enquiry will
be carried out on the various forms of common utilization of
farm machines in the various countries and the results so far
obtained.

Mechanlzatiofr. of “émall ‘and medium-sized farms - Information
will be gathered on the possibilities of facilitating the mech-
anizgtion of small and med;um-sized farms.

Cooperation in farm machinery - Assistance will be given to
promote cooperation in the field of farm machinery within and
among countries.

) Standardization of farm machines - In cooperation with CIGR

assistance will be given to promote standardization of farm ma-
chines,
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(f) Small implements -  Assistance will be ziven in collecting

information for the study undertaken by Headquaerters on this
subject,

V. Plant Industry

1.

3.

49/12k9

Plant protection -

(a)

(v)

(c)

(a)

Coordinztioh in the fleld of plant protection = ~ Efforts
will be made to dring about coordination in the field of plant
protection on the occasion of the meeting of the International
Committee for Colorado Beetle Control at Flcrence in January
1950.

Campaign aginst San José scale - ~ It 15 expected that this
problem will be referred to an internatiohal group which may
be'set up as a result of thg abovementioned megt;ng.

Meeting of specialists on pest control -  There will be a
meeting of specialists on pest control in crop production,
including weed control, organized by FAO in Europe in 1950.

Modificaticn of internationil conventions - Efforts will be
made to bring up-to-date the International Plant Protection
Convention signed in Rome 1929 and the International Phylloxera
Convention gigned in Berne, 1881, with a4 view to unifying plant

~quarantine measures -and phytosanitary certificates.

Devel,ppent pfAimprpved varietles by_breeding -

(a)

(v)

Latest develomments.in plant breeding and work on hybrid corn -
A meeting of specialists will be held in Furope for an exchange
of information on,the latest developments in plant breeding and
to follow up earlier meetings and experimental work on hybrid
com.

Catalogue of genetic stocks -. Assistance will be given for
the collection of material suitable for insertion in the cata-
logue of genetic stocks being compiled at Jeadquarters. In
this work attention 1s being directed at present to wheat and
rice,

Grassland problems -

(a)

(v)

Improvement f grassland - Efforts will be made to bring
about the impr vement of grassland by the introduction of im-
proved varieties and strains including The production of herbage
plants’ suitable- for growing -in arid zones.

Dissemination £ knowledge on.gragsland improvement - In
the planned work to be undertaken in the field of éxtensipn
or advisory services special attention will be given to pro-
moting ‘the dissemination of ¥nowledge on grassland improve-
ment., :




c 49/1/8
C 49/11/8
Page 39

L, Seed production and distribution -

(a) Assistance to member governments - Assistance will be made
available to Member Governments in developing national plans to
improve seed production and distribution including field crop
and seed inspection services, seed certification, practical
methods of handling and distribution and maintenance of un-
dation stocks.

(b) Seed distribution -  Governments will be assisted in ob-
taining seeds of various crops and varieties for experimental
purposes.,

B.

FCONOMICS, DISTRIBUTION AND STATISTICS

I, Action recommended by the first meeting of the Committee on Agricultural
Problems (FAO/ECE)

In the course of its first session held in Geneva from 3 to 6 October
1949, the Committee on Agricultural Problems selected the following problems
to be given priority attention :

1) The ratio to_be maintained between anima} industry and plant industry.

2) Production means necessary to agriculture.

3) Assistance to small-and medium-holders.

4) Verification of quality of perishable foods,

5) Buropean bread grains problems.

It 18 to be noted that the Cormittee oh Agricultural Problems considered
that its field of action should not exclude technical and sociological pro-
blems influencing the economic agpect of the questions within its province.

Although the following particulars are given under the heading "Economics,

Distribution and Statistics"”, they should be studied taking into account the
aspect concerning other divisions, such as Agriculture and Rural Welfare.

I. Animal industry and plant industry

It 18 proposed to study : the trend in and possibilities of Furopean ani-
mal products; the utilization of these products on the domestic market and for
export,

In addition, these production programs should be examined in relation to
the available feeding+stuffs supplies, as indicated” in thé programs of the
different governments, particularly the possibilities’ f exchanging coarse
grains and other feeds between the countries of Europe.

As regards the technical side, the Committee requested that !¢ be given
suggestions on the action to be taken to improve animal breeds, to gtrengthen
veterinary services, improve livestock feeding practices, ralse the standards
Tor the quality of animal products and, in general, on all methods likely to
perfect the said products.
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1I. Production means

With a view to reducing the cost of production means necessary to the
farmers and, at the same time, to utilizing the production capacity of the”
different countries in Europe, the Committee requested that studies be made
of the following:

(a) chemical fertilizer consumption levels;
(b) present requirements in agricultural machinery and spare parts;

(c) situation as regarﬁs insecticides and other pesticides;

(d) possibilities of developing the production and utilization of
the above-mentioned products.

Further discussions, regarding particularly the reducing of the price

of the material available to the farmers, will be carried out in cooperation
with any other competent Committee of the Fconomic Commission for Furope.

IIT. Asgistance to small- and medium- holders,

In conformity with the request of the Committee, surveys will be under-
taken with a view to specifying the action which can be recommended in re-
gard to :

(1) the opening of credits at a low rate of interest;

(2) the improvement of extension services:

(3) the measures permitting a reduction in the purchase price of the
production means utilized by small- and medium~- holders.

Iv. Verification of quality of ﬁgrishable_foodstuffs

A working group has been instructed to ascertain what standards could be
established (for intermational application) for the different perishable food-
stuffs and what verification of these standards would be necessary.

V. Bread graing

The Secretariat will examine the Furopean situation in regard to bread -
grains, particularly in view of determining a means of covering the needs of
deficit countries by the utilization I the resources of the European surplus
countries,

VI, ther activities indicated in the programs of work presented by the
Divisionas

Rttt Ao bl

The staff in Turope will participate in the following work :

1. TFconomics Division

(2) Plans of Production, Consumption and Trade. The staff will ‘be
available for assistance to the countries requiring aid in the
formulation or revision of plans.
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(b) European Report
A new report on plans and programs will be prepared. in 1950..
(c) Trends of Economic Development

Tt 1s suggested that the staff in Furope be made respunsible
for the cssembly and analysis of the basic information needed
by headquarters. The work dune by the ECE provides a frame-
work for such a study.

(a) Food B:lance Sheets

The staff will follow the action taken by headquarters to ob-
tain from govermments the food balance sheets for 1949/50.
It is envisaged that preliminary food balance cheets will be
prepared by a staff member from information available in the
reglon,

(e) Food Appraisals
The staff will assist in providing infirwmation Tor inclusion in
the world food appraisals, It would be most useful if the re-
.61.nal staff could be given advance notice of the outline and
content of those appraisals,

2., Distribution Division

(2) Commedity Bulletins

The programme of work of the Committee on Agricultural Problems a
will provide useful material for the preparation of some of these
bulletins and close relationship should be maintained between the
gtaff of the Distribution Division and the Secretariat of the
Committee.

It has already indicated that the following products will be
the subject of some study by the Committee :

Grains
Livestock and Livestock Products (including
’ ' Dairy Products)
Fertilizers
Foodstuffs

3. Agriculture Division

In the 1950 program of the Agriculture Division the following three
problems are mentioned in which some participation by the economic staff in
Geneva might be envisaged as a result of the work done at the request f the
Committee on agricultural problems or as a special undertaking;

Fertilizer - Carrying out plans for the production of fertilizer

Machinery - Continuous survey of agricultural machinery situa-
_tion in Eurppe

Seed supplies with respect to exvort availabilities and pfices.
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3. STATISTICS

1) 1950 orld Census of Agriculture

The following operations undertaken during ‘the early months of 1949 will
be continued : ’

- Assistance to countries in carrying out the census (advice to the
statistical services regarding technical preparation; aid in estimating the
cost of census)

- Techniczl assistance over a period of several weeks to.individual
countries (when requested)

- Meeting of representatives of countries possessing overgeas terri-
tories in order to ascertoin the stage reached in the preparatory work on
the census,

- Fxchange of documentation between countries (QueStionnaires and cen-
sus methods)

- Census propasandz by means of articles in the press.

2) Aiding Covermments to improve Statistics

Technical assistance will not be limited to census operations as des-
cribed above, but will ihc¢lide consultations with individual Govermments
on inadequacies in their agriculturel statistics and methods for improve-
ment and also on ways of improving the flow of statistics between FAO and
Governrents and on problems of statistical methodology:

5) European Statistical Training Centre
As results obtained 1h 1949 have been éaﬁisfactéry it is envisaged thut

a new course of the Furopean Statistical Training Centre will be held in 1950.
The progranmme of}this course will be improved and enlarged.
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c.

FISHERIFS

1. Collection of Information

‘This collectionh will be carried out in all waters within the range
of action of the Furopean Bureau,

"Emphasis will be placed dn the MedIterranean region (and chiefly
on the eastern part of the Mediterranean Sea) in order to fill the gaps
and complete the draft of the "Summary of available information of the
fisheries resources of the Mediterranean and Middle Faost", already pre-
vared by Headquarters., This task will be carried out by means of per-
sonal contacts and in close cooperation with the future Regional Fish-
eries Council,

2., Zromotion of Intermationnl Consultation

Following the Rome meeting (19-24 September 1949) a draft agree-
ment will be submitted to the Goverrments of France, Italy, Greece, Lebanon,
United Kingdom and Yugoslavia for the cstablishment of a "Genheral Fisheries
Council for the Mediterranean Sea". This agreement will come into force.
vhen accepted by five countries, probably towards the end of 1950, Mean-
while two Interim Committees will begin the work in oceanographical and
technological fields.

3. Technical Aid

A nmeeting was held in The Hague (29 August - 2 September 1949) to
study the question of Herring production and marketing, The wish was ex-
pressed that a meeting of technologists be held in 1950 in ordcr to study

the possibility of increasing the consumption of herring by means of new
wrocessing methods.
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D.

FOREFSTRY

The progcrem of work of tie Forestry Section of the Turopean Office will
be orzanized as followsid

1., Implementation of the recommendations of the Euronean Commission on Fores-
try and Forest products -

The Cormission vhich held its second session at Ceneva September 5-9, 1949,
recommended concrete action in specific fields involving responsibilities Tor
its Secretariat (the Forestry Section of the Geneva Branch of the European

Ifice) w3 follows:

(=) Circulation to Member Govermments of forestry policy and program state-
ments presented to the Cormission by individual countries;

(v) Organization of the second meeting of the Sub-commission on Mediter-
ranean problems to be held in Anril-May 1950 probably in Algeria and
l'orocco including exploration of the possibilities of establishing
demonstiration area projects for hich land forestry and pasture lond
use coordination, and progress in delimitation of the boundaries of
the Mediterranean forest region, '

(c) Fxamin:tion of the possibilities of using a ¢onvention on certifi-
cotion of agriculturzl seeds as o basis for a similar convention on
forest seeds, if such a convention on more generzl lines should be
broucht about. s

(d) To refer revorts received from govermments on ingsect infestations to
the Internxtion:l Union of Forest Research Organizations and’ to trans-
nit recormmendations for remedizl action made by the Union bacl: to in-
terested Covernments. '

(e) To prevere documentation for the Vorld Statistical Conference on Fores-
try and Forest Products Statistics, chould such be approved by the FAO
Conference.

(f) To orrunize the third Session of the Cormiczsion to be held in 1950,

e Cooner-tion with other Intermational Orsanizations

The Fcreatry Section 2t Geneva will contimve %o provide the
technic2l Secretariat for the Timber Cormmittee, and will col-
lect, comnile, analyze and publish quarterly statistics on
~rimary forest products and :ccompanying market reports. This,
torether with the orranization of the 1950 sessions of the
Timber Cormittee will comprise the major working aasignment
of the Genev. Foreatry Section.

The completed report on the "More Rational Utilization of Wood" pre-

sented to the Timber Committee has been circulated to Governments,
with a recuest that, If interested, they nominate a techniczl agency
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Tor consultation respecting the posasible preparation of specific
vronosals for govermmental action. These will be documented for
sresentation to the Cormittee next egnsuing session.

Intgrnation;1 Union of Forest Research Organization

Under an agreement formally executed by the FAO and the Unilon,
the Geneve Forestry Section provides the Secretariat for the
Union., This function involves advice and asaistance in the
formation of policy and program.

Intermational Commission on Poplar

Under agreement, thé Geneva Forestry Section provides the Sec-
retariat for the Commission; including assigtance in organiza-
tion of Meetings and prenaration of reports.

2romoged International Chestnut Commigsion

The Geneva Forestry Office will participate in discussions re-
specting the organization of this Commission, which may possibly
be ectablished in 1950.

Je -Smeciz) Asgignments from the Forestry and Forest Products Division in

Uguh;ﬁgton.

(a)
(»)

(c)

ko /1049

Te prepare articles for publication in UNASYIV.,

As required, to provide the Secretariat for meetings of Fowestry
technical cormittees und conferences e.g. Mechanical VJood Tech-
nology, ood Chemistry, etc.

Asaistance will be provided for the organization of the Training
Course of Technologista of Hediterranean countries (Europe and
Hear-Fast) proposed to be held in April or May 1950, possibly

in Cyprus,

Implementation of the Point 4 Program will include forestry pro-
Jects requiring assistance in organization to be provided by the
Geneva Forestry Section.

Tie Geneva Forestry Section will participate in a smecial fores-
try misaion requested by the Government of Austria.
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E.

INFORMNATION

The work of the Furopean Information Service is a regular service to
technical divisions following the pattern established by Headquarters in
Vashington.

T« Tublic.tions

The bilingual (English, French) publications originating both from the
Iurorecn Reglionzl Office of FAO in Rome and from the Geneva FAO Office, as
wrell ag the major part of all other FAO French texts, will be printed in
Turope., It is intended to intensify the distribution of these publications
thoushout Turore so that they may reach those interested.

Subject to the decision of the 5th Session of the Conference of FAD, the
mublication of the European Bulletin of FAO on a quarterly basis will be con-
timwed. In this cage, it is intended to intensify the subscriptions and sales
campzign, both through the assistance of the National FAO Cormittees and through
proner chamnels, with a view to putting the Bulletin on a self-supporting basis.

I7. ™ubl:c Information

Activities will follow the same general pattern 2s hitherto., The event-
ucl realization of the Techniczl Assistance Prograrme will go hand in hand
with the adequate intensification of these activities.

Ireas - The Daily Press and periodicals will be directly supplied with news
on F.0's work throu-h own Press Releases, Nationzl FAO Committees, Press
crencies, coorespondence. Press Conferences, personal contacts, The assis-
tunce of UL Informetion Centres. other UN specialized agencies, and non-
coevernmentol organizations will be enlisted to a considerable extent. The
scrvices of a small reading room for the Press at the Turopean Regional Of-
{ice will be further developed.

D-.dlo - Tt i3 intended to continue tle fortnichtly broadcasts from Reme; the
nossibility of their being broadcast from U¥ stations will be talen snto con-
sideration. The scripta will continue tc be distributed as information ma-
terial to Tational Committees {or rebroadcacting over national systems, to
Ul Informet.on Centres, Press, etc,

Tilmg - The present system of exchanging information in instructive films e~
twree:r member countries will be extended. The circulation of films, cvailable
2t the Zuropexn llegional Office, throuch the National FAO Cormittees will be
cortirued, TFAC 7Tilm strizs for lectures, togetiier with scripts, will be in-

cludeC, ..t the request of the member couvntries, in this circulation programme.

frotniriiis - The present collestlion of rhotograrhs :t the Turopean Regioral
CT7ice o PAC in Rome w<ll be further enlarged and exchange of naterial fost-
ered,

Lectures - The possibility of a greater dicsemination of FAO's news through
the cscistance of Netional FAO Committees, National Agricultural Advisory
Services, Tducational Institutions and non-governmental organizations will be
exrlored, in particular throuch the aupply of speakers' notes.
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F.

NUTRITION

. Gener:zl

In the broad programme of FAD to develop the human and material resources
of Europe, nutrition is, of course, of central importance and all objectives
for improved food production in Furope must be founded chiefly on knowledge of
the existing consumption levels, dietary habits and actual nutritional require-
nents of countries.

A nutrition representative will therefore be maintained in Furope to as-
sist the regional FAO representative in studying the nmutrition problems of
countries in this region and designing nmutritional policies and programmes in
consultation with the govermments concerned. Among his important respongibil-
1tles will be that of liaison between FAO and WHO.

2. Collaboration with WHO

" MO, in outlining its nutrition programme for 1950 states that ".,.the
objective 'food for health' is common to FAO and WHO, and the closest coop-
eration between these two organizatiorswill be necessary. In FAO the emrha-
sis is on nutrition in relation to the production, distridbution and consiump-
tion of food; in WHO the emphasis will be on nutrition in relation to the
maintenance of health and the prevention of disease. Nevertheless, every
practical programme of nutrition has aspects which fall within the fields of
interest of both organizations. Collaboration must therefore be flexible and
no charn dividing lines of responsibility can be drawn”.

A Joiht FAO/WHO Nutrition Committee will therefore be meeting in Geneva
from October 24 to 29, 1949 to discusa the best ways and means for implemen-
totion of the above statement, as a result of which an FLO/WHO 1950 programme
for Turove in the specific field of nutrition will also be devised.

The programme will, inter alia, undoubtedly include collection, evalua-
tion and distribution of nutrition information, educational programmes to im-
prove dietary habits in backward regions and invitations to FAO to join WHO's
demonstration teams in the field of broad-scale projects for malariz control
and over-all rural rehabilitation of under-developed areas: increasing food
production, and raising of all health (including nutrition) and agricultural
standards.

Full details of the outcome of the forthcoming nutrition discussions in
Geneva, as far ag FAO's programme in Furope will be concerned, will probably
be available to the Annual Conference in Washington in November.

5« Collahoration with UNICEF

FAO will continue its advisory services to UNICFF where needed in Furope
on the technical aspects of sihipplementary feeding progremmes in UNICEF coun-
tries. Such services would be in addition to FAO's ordinary nutrition ser-
vices to governments,
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L, ZPRerional Nutrition Meetings

Regionzl meetings of mutrition workers will be promoted to discuss gen-
emal nutrition questions or problems of countries with particular emphasis
on how diets can best be improved in regard to food supplies available lo=

cally,

It is felt that meetings of this kind should greatly assist goverrnments
in the designing o;‘ their nutri’tiop po‘licie_s. and progremmes.

Closely related to thls is the great need in Purope for prevention of
wagte and most economic use of local food resources and there is a general -
need by govermments for up-to-d.ate information regarding developments in the
field of food technology. -

Close collaboration betiweeh mitritionists and -econtmists at these meet-
inga should furthermore prove reciprocally useful in the preparetion of
country "food balance sheets”. .

5. Methodology of Dietery Surveys, Nutrition Biueation

The Standing Advisory Committees on Statistics and Nutrition have re-
spectively pointed out that country "food balance sheets”, giving average
per caput figures of the food available for consumption, must be supplemented
by information obtained in dletary surveys. Knowledge of the food. consump-
tion levels of various groups in the popialation is necessary to plan food
policies and programmes-designed to raise the mutrition status of popula=
tions. The Intermational Labour Organization 1s interested in this project
and the necessary collaboration, will be arranged. A publication of this sub-
Ject is being prepared in 1949, and every endeavour will be made in 1950 to
collect from European countries as much useful infoimation a8 possible along
the lines set out in this latest publication.

The scpe applies to a publication (also planned for 19%9) analyeing the
principles on which programmes of nutrition education should be based - a pro-
Ject which will involve cooperation not only with WHO, as already stated, but
also w'th the Pural Welfare Division.
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G.

RURAL WELFARE

The' Rural Welim Division is still in the organieational stage.

Attention is being concentrmted on the collection of backzround infor-
wation.

The Division proposes to utilize existing women's and youth organise-
tlonas and similar bodies to the greatest possible extent, and some jJoint
meetings will be organized in 1950, e.g. Vorld Conference of Women's Or-
sanisations being convened in Denmark by the Associated Country Vomen of
the World.

The Division will of course cooperate with the agricultural and other
Divisions of FAO in respect of social and cultural foundation of agricul-
-!_:u:z-e.l extension methods and organizations,
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