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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

Country Statements and General Debate

For the Attention of Governments

The Conference:

1. emphasized that food security, especially household access to food, was crucial to African
countries, as it was the key to political stability without which economic and social development
would be unattainable; (Paragraph 21a)

2. noted that the private sector was currently playing an important role in the social and
economic development of many African countries, and stressed the need to associate it with various
activities in follow-up to the World Food Summit; (Paragraph 21c)

3. observed that climatic changes including the “El Nino” phenomenon were having adverse
effects on the food production potential of several countries, and recommended regional and sub-
regional cooperation as well as the support of the international community in devising appropriate
solutions; (Paragraph 21 d)

4, noted the varied conditions that led to internal upheavals and conflicts in some countries
with their negative effects on food production, and recommended that neighbouring countries and
the international community cooperate with the affected countries in finding appropriate solutions;
(Paragraph 21 h)

For the Attention of FAQ
The Conference:

5. agreed that strategies which involved increased women’s participation in policy and decision
making contributed to increased food security and recommended that necessary programmes and
policies be implemented by countries to favour in particular women’s access to technology,
appropriate extension services and credit; (Paragraph 21 g)

6. noted the complex multi-sectoral character of food security and urged FAO to support
regional economic groupings in the development of joint food security policies and strategies;
(Paragraph 21i)

7. appreciated the value of participation by countries in the TCDC programme as an
instrument of South-South Cooperation and urged that this be further expanded,;
(Paragraph 21m)



Report on FAQ Activities in the Region 1996-97 - ARC/98/2

For the Attention of Governments

The Conference :

8. appreciated the results of the Pilot Phase of the Special Programme for Food Security and
called for coverage of the whole continent; (Paragraph 22b)

9. expressed appreciation for FAO’s Investment Centre activities and encouraged the
mobilization of additional funds from Regional and Sub-Regional Banks as well as donors for more
effective implementation of investment programmes; (Paragraph 22¢)

For the Attention of FAQ

The Conference:

10. stressed the need for strengthening the capacities of the Regional and Sub-Regional Offices
in the area of livestock production and animal health care including shelter for poultry and swine as
well as animal feed production; (Paragraph 22d)

11. supported the priority given to sustainable management of natural resources, and urged that
more  attention be given to watershed development and management as the basis for the
conservation and rehabilitation of lands as well as for sustainable irrigation schemes in Africa;
(Paragraph 22f)

12. approved the future orientation of the Regional Programmes which involve a Strategic
Framework for the post-World Food Summit era and the absolute priority which food security
represents for the region and endorsed the policy objective of increased food production and food
security through:

1. expansion of irrigated agriculture as planned in the Special Programme for Food
Security (SPES);

il. conservation and rehabilitation of lands;

iii. increased empowerment of rural women in food production;

iv. capacity building for non-governmental organizations and farmers’ associations for

food security and sustainable agriculture;

v, integrated management of terrestrial, marine and freshwater resources;
vi. strengthening of national and regional institutions’ capacity and regional cooperation
in the control of plant and animal pests and diseases.
(Paragraph 22i)
13. noted with satisfaction the beginning of trilateral cooperation among African countries and

FAOQ, through the Director-General’s “South-South Cooperation” initiative and FAO’s different
partnership programmes, especially TCDC, and recommended that such cooperation be further
strengthened;(Paragraph 22 j)



Report of the Technical Committee: World Food Summit (WFES) Follow-up

For the Attention of Governments:
The Conference:

14. emphasized the need to use the expertise available in the Regional and Sub-Regional Offices
of FAO to find solutions to problems associated with livestock; (Paragraph 12h)

15. further recommended that the existing cooperation between FAO and various regional and
sub-regional groupings and commissions be further strengthened; (Paragraph 12m)

For the Attention of FAO

The Conference:

16. underlined the importance of the Special Programme for Food Security (SPES) in realising
the objective of food security and recommended that the Director-General of FAO intensify his
laudable efforts to mobilize funds for financing projects within this framework; (Paragraph 12c)

17. further recommended that the existing cooperation between FAO and various regional and
sub-regional groupings and commissions be further strengthened; (Paragraph 12m)

18. recommended the preparation by the Regional Office of a synthesis of African national
reports to facilitate the work of the Africa Group at the meeting of the Committee on World Food
Security (CFS) in 1999; (Paragraph 12n)

19. commended FAO for the FIVIMS which is a major effort for quantifying food security
needs and recommended that FAO intensify its efforts in this direction; (Paragraph 120)

Report of the Technical Committee: Agricultural Policy for Sustainable Use and Management
of Natural Resources

For the Attention of Governments
The Conference:

20. took cognizance of the need for Member States to develop and harmonize their
national forestry and agricultural policies as specified in Agenda 21 of the UN Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED); (Paragraph 13i)

21. noted that countries outside the Africa Region had experience in watershed
development and management which could be of direct benefit to countries of the region and
recommended the development of capacities in this area through FAO’s TCDC Programme,
focusing on marginal zones and poorest farmers; (Paragraph 13j)

22. endorsed the conclusions and recommendations highlighted in paragraph 62 of the document
which is attached as Annex A for presentation to the Plenary Session of the 20th FAO Regional
Conference for Africa, for consideration and possible adoption; (Paragraph 13n)



For the Attention of FAQ

The Conference :

23. recommended that the document define the role of the private and public sectors in
the agricultural development process; (Paragraph 13e)

24. recommended further analysis related to issues of privatization and land tenure; (Paragraph

13f)

Report of the Technical Committee: Representation of the Region on the Consultative Group
on_International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

For the Attention of Governments
The Conference:

25. recommended that for the period 1999-2002 the regional representative to the CGIAR be
selected by Association for strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa
(ASARECA) and from its sub-region, in view of the fact that in 1994, the regional representative
was selected from the Southern African centre for Cooperation in Agricultural Research (SACCAR)
sub-region for the period 1994-98 and that in 1996, the regional representative was selected from
Conference of Directors of Agricultural Research in Western and Central Africa (CORAF) sub-
region for the period 1997-2000; (Paragraph 15d)

Report of the Technical Committee: Progress on the Common African Agricultural

Programme (CAAP)

For the Attention of Governments

The Conference:
26. recommended that participants constitute themselves into promoters of CAAP, and in this
regard, urged member countries to designate CAAP focal points in their respective ministries;

(Paragraph 16e)

For the Attention of FAQ

The Conference :

27. recommended that the Director-General continue to monitor progress on CAAP, and
report to the 21st Regional Conference on cooperation on CAAP development received from
Member States since the 20th Session and corresponding achievements; (Paragraph 16f)

28. further recommended that the Director-General continue to support the OAU/AEC
Secretariat, to the extent possible, in moving the CAAP process forward; (Paragraph 16g)



Report of the Technical Committee: Forest Genetic Resources

For the Attention of FAQ

The Conference:

29. recommended that FAO collaborate with the African Timber Organization in planning a
Workshop for the Central African Region, similar to those which were scheduled for the Southern
and Eastern African Sub-Regions in collaboration with IPGRI, ICRAF, SADC and IGAD;
(Paragraph 17c¢)

Date and Place of the Twenty-First FAQO Regional Conference for Africa

For the Attention of FAQO
The Conference:

30. was reminded of the usual practice in the selection of the venue for its next Session and in
this regard consultations were continuing for the selection of a host country from the Central
African Region. The decision would be communicated to FAO in due course. However, the
Cameroon delegation informed the Conference that its couniry would be willing to host the 21st
Regional Conference if that was the outcome of the consultations; (Paragraph 27)

31. The delegation of Egypt offered to host the Twenty-First FAO Regional Conference for
Africa in case a host could not be found from the Central African Region. (Paragraph 28)



I. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

Organization of the Conference

1. The Twentieth Session of the FAO Regional Conference for Africa was held in the United
Nations Conference Centre, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 16 to 20 February 1998.

2. The Conference was attended by 179 delegates from 46 Member Nations of the Region, 25
of which were represented at ministerial level; 15 observers from Member Nations outside the
Region, one observer from the Holy See, 26 representatives of the United Nations Specialized
Agencies, 26 observers from intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. A list of
participants is given as Appendix B. The list of documents is given in Appendix C.

Inaugural Ceremony

3. The inaugural ceremony was held at the same venue and the Conference was formally
opened by the President of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, His Excellency Dr.
Negaso Gidada. Opening statements were also made by the Director-General of FAO, Dr. Jacques
Diouf, the UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the ECA, Dr. K. Y. Amoako
and the Acting Secretary-General of the OAU, Ambassador A. Haggag.

4. In opening the Conference, the President welcomed all to this Session which was dedicated
to issues of food security and sustainable rural and agricultural development in Africa. He
reminded delegates of the enormity of the task ahead, as it concerned both the economic needs of
the African peoples and the dignity and self-respect of all Africans. He recalled the immense
agricultural potential of the continent and said that despite some successes, we were not yet in a
position to claim that Africa’s difficulties were behind her because we were yet to ensure sustainable
growth and development in all areas of economic activity, including the agricultural sector.

5. He stressed that Africa still remained a region of incalculable human misery and that the
problems of hunger and food insecurity were likely to persist unless urgent, determined and
concerted actions were taken. Appropriate policies and strategies designed to promote sustainable
rural and agricultural development and food security through increased food self-sufficiency in line
with the objectives of the Rome Declaration on World Food Security, needed to be put in place. He
elaborated on Ethiopia’s experience in trying to ensure food self-sufficiency and food security at the
national level. He urged the Conference to come up with sound and practical recommendatlons that
would address Africa’s agricultural and food security challenges.

6. The President finally expressed his sincere appreciation to the Director-General and his staff
for their contributions to food security and overall agricultural development, and he wished the
Conference successful deliberations. The full text of the President’s statement is contained in
Appendix D.



7. In his Statement, the FAO Director-General thanked the highest authorities of Ethiopia for
their warm welcome and cordiality and recalled strong emotions on his return to Ethiopia, a country
that epitomized all the diversity, wealth and potential of the continent as well as challenges
associated with food security and sustainable utilization of natural resources. He said that FAO was
keen to reinforce the excellent cooperation it had with the OAU and the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA) in their common concern for social and economic development of the
continent.

8. The Director-General highlighted the main achievements of the Organization which, inter
alia, included the World Food Summit (WFS) and the consequent initiatives to implement the
resulting Plan of Action, the Special Programme for Food Security operational in 29 countries, 17
of which are in Africa, the Emergency Prevention System for Transboundary Animal and Plant
Pests and Diseases (EMPRES) and the Food Insecurity and Vulnerability Information Mapping
System (FIVIMS). He mentioned various workshops which had provided assistance to countries in
areas of policy, property rights, trade and nutrition and affirmed that the Organization would work
closely with the World Trade Organization (WTO), World Bank and UNCTAD in future trade
negotiations. Furthermore, he outlined benefits of the WFS such as Telefood, "Food for All”
campaigns and South-South Cooperation. He mentioned a series of inter-agency cooperation
activities for implementing and monitoring the Summit Plan of Action.

9. He also briefly identified other achievements resulting from FAO initiatives which have had
world-wide impact, relating to plant genetic resources, forests and fisheries as well as in the areas of
information dissemination and management, grassroots participation and the role of women as well
as FAO’s concern for promoting investment in agriculture.

10. Finally, the Director-General underlined how the restructuring and decentralisation of FAO
had proceeded under severe budgetary constraints and recalled the worsening food situation in
Africa and its underlying causes. This had necessitated assigning the highest priority to food
security involving the harnessing of water programmes for effective utilization and conservation of
land. resources, fisheries and forestry and the application of appropriate science and technology
research systems. The related emphasis on sustainable utilization and management of natural
resources and food security was necessary as they posed a challenge in Africa which had to be
addressed. It was thus appropriate that these issues were to be underscored during the Conference.
The full text of the Director-General’s statement is contained in Appendix E.

11. In his statement Dr. K. Y. Amoako, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary
of the ECA, welcomed all to the Economic Commission for Africa and to the UN Conference
Centre especially the FAO Director-General and the FAO delegation and expressed his appreciation
for their tireless efforts in working with member countries to address the issues of food production
and food security. He recalled the problems of Africa’s agriculture and food situation and the
inadequate responsiveness of agriculture to the broad policy reforms undertaken in the continent and
highlighted the enormous challenges for Africa in matching its population growth with its natural
resources.

12. He affirmed that while these challenges were formidable, they could be surmounted and
enumerated some success stories in this regard. He commended FAO in general and the Director-
General in particular for the outstanding work that had been done in promoting food security. In
this connection, he mentioned ECA’s activities in the same area, and assured the Conference that
areas and modalities for enhancing the existing partnership between the two sister organizations
would be developed in the near future.
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13. In his statement the Organization for Africa Unity (OAU) Acting Secretary-General,
Ambassador A. Haggag, thanked the Director-General for the good cooperation OAU had been
having from FAO and assured him of OAU’s confidence in the work of FAO to improve the quality
of life of the African peoples. He expressed appreciation for the initiative taken by FAO to
establish a Subregional Office for Southern and East Africa and drew attention to the fact that in
spite of the outstanding activities carried out by the OAU Member States themselves, by FAO, the
OAU Secretariat, international, regional organizations and the donor community, the food situation
in Africa was on the whole very serious and alarming.

14. He catalogued the shortcomings of the African economic situation resulting from conflicts,
nutritionally inadequate diets, dwindling food reserves and poor agricultural strategies, the burden
of external debt, unfavourable international trade and natural disasters. However, he believed that
the continent had potential with its vast nutritional resources from both land and sea. Activities such
as the World Food Summit offered the will and national commitment to eradicate hunger in the
countries of Africa where attainment of world food security was acknowledged as the most pressing
challenge facing humanity. He applauded FAO and its Director-General for bringing the issue of
food and nutrition into focus and reiterated OAU support to FAO’s laudable initiatives in developing
strategies for agriculture and food security.

15. He maintained that economic integration and cooperation at the sub-regional and regional
levels played a major role in Africa’s overall development and that the spirit of cooperation among
member States was stronger than ever. In this regard he referred to the Common African
Agricultural Programme (CAAP), a joint effort between FAO and OAU which was designed to
ensure food security. Finally, he urged that the Conference serve as a major reference point for
assessing the quality and quantity of sustainable food and agricultural development in Africa and
recalled the need for peace to ensure this development.

Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen_and Appointment of Rapporteurs

16. The Conference considered the recommendations made by the Africa Group of Permanent
Representatives to FAO in Rome regarding the officers to service this session of Conference, and
approved by acclamation the composition of the bureau as follows:

Chairman: Dr Seyfu Ketema,
Minister of Agriculture of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

First Vice-Chairman: Mr Mawampanga Mwana Nanga,
Minister of Agriculture and Livestock of the Democratic
Republic of Congo

Second Vice-Chairman: Mr Roland C. Massaquoi,
Minister of Agriculture of the Republic of Liberia

Rapporteur: Dr Khorshed Ginwala
Ambassador of South Africa to Italy and Permanent
Representative to FAO
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Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable

17. The Conference then considered and adopted the agenda and timetable (Appendix A).

II. STATEMENTS

Statement by the Director-General of FAO

18. The Director-General made his statement during the inaugural ceremony, which is
reproduced in Appendix E.

Statement by the Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP)

19. In her statement to the Conference, Ms Bertini enumerated areas in which significant
progress had been made by the African countries in the economic and political fields and stressed
that growth with equity was needed to end hunger in the African context. She justified the need to
invest in farmers and not just farming and related this to the emphasis on women during the World
Food Summit. She identified the most important role of women in agriculture in African countries
and explained that in order to combat malnutrition and hunger, they were the ones who should be
targeted.

20. She highlighted the close cooperation between FAO and its Director-General and WFP in
implementing follow-up activities to the World Food Summit but most importantly, she pointed out
that WFP had made massive investments in the health and nutrition of the people of Africa and
supported their efforts to feed themselves. She detailed some of the more recent activities of WFP
in assisting African countries and reiterated the success that FAO, IFAD and WFP, working
together, had achieved ir breaking the vicious cycle of hunger and poverty. Finally, she reiterated
that Governments and UN agencies could make a transformation in the lives of the poor by
providing the support necessary for women and men and children to move from poverty to self-
reliance, from hunger to food security.

Country Statements and General Debate

21. The Conference heard the presentations of 30 delegates and observers under this agenda
item as well as that of the Executive Director of the World Food Programme. The Conference
commended the Director-General of FAO, Dr. Jacques Diouf, for his outstanding leadership and
expressed satisfaction for the efficient way which he had put the world food situation in focus by
organizing the World Food Summit which resulted in strong political commitments that should lead
to increased food production and food security in many countries in Africa. The Conference
reiterated that the primary responsibility for implementation of the World Food Summit Plan of
Action rested with each country. Most of the countries declared that they were implementing the
World Food Summit Plan of Action through various programmes and activities that were addressing
many of their food production issues. Many had formed WFS National Committees. The
Conference concurred that the first TeleFood had been successful in mobilizing civil society and
arousing awareness of the serious problem of food security and its adverse consequences for the
survival of millions of people in Africa. The funds raised during the event - which were being
utilized to support community-based food production schemes run by farmers themselves - gave
added relevance to TeleFood.
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The Conference noted the constraints affecting sustainable agriculture and rural development
in member countries and stressed the importance of technical and economic cooperation among
African countries to achieve common goals in the areas of food production, food security and
poverty alleviation. In particular, the Conference:

a. emphasized that food security, especially household access to food, was crucial to African
countries, as it was the key to political stability without which economic and social development
would be unattainable;

b. noted that poverty was projected to increase in Africa over the next decade, including
slower food production output compared to other regions, and that improvement of the income of
rural people should become an important element of national food security strategies;

c. noted that the private sector was currently playing an important role in the social and
economic development of many African countries, and stressed the need to associate it with various
activities in follow-up to the World Food Summit;

d. observed that climatic changes including the “El Nifio” phenomenon were having adverse
effects on the food production potential of several countries, and recommended regional and sub-
regional cooperation as well as the support of the international community in devising appropriate
solutions;

e. emphasized the importance of training, extension and technology transfer in food security
and urged countries to create an enabling environment for small producers’ access to them;

f. observed that agricultural development strategies which gave due consideration to the
distribution of improved farming inputs to small producers and access to credit have had a positive
impact on food production and urged African countries to take these aspects into account in the
formulation of their food security strategies;

g. agreed that strategies which involved increased women’s participation in policy and decision
making contributed to increased food security and recommended that necessary programmes and
policies be implemented by countries to favour in particular women’s access to technology,
appropriate extension services and credit;

h. noted the varied conditions that led to internal upheavals and conflicts in some countries,
with negative effects on food production, and recommended that neighbouring countries and the
international community cooperate with the affected countries in finding appropriate solutions;

i. noted the complex multi-sectoral character of food security and urged FAO to support
regional economic groupings in the development of joint food security policies and strategies;

j- concurred with the emphasis placed on the conservation, rational utilization and
management of natural resources, including water, land, forests and fisheries for sustainable food
security for all Africans;

k. noted that a number of Governments were progressively liberalizing and deregulating their
agricultural markets as a measure aimed at achieving food security;

1. noted external debt as a constraint to allocating sufficient funds to agricultural and rural
devclopment;
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m. appreciated the value of participation countries in the TCDC programme as an instrument of
South-South Cooperation and urged that this be further expanded.

Report on FAO Activities in the Region 1996-97 - ARC/98/2

22. The Conference congratulated FAO for the clear and succinct report on its activities during
the biennium. It expressed appreciation for the devotion of the Director-General and his staff in
implementing FAO programmes in the Region. It noted that continued population growth has
further increased pressure on the natural resource base resulting in the depletion of soil fertility,
accelerated desertification and water stress, particularly in drought-prone agro-ecological areas
while 54 percent of the population of the region live in absolute poverty. The Conference further
noted with concern that Africa was the only region where poverty had been increasing. It
welcomed the decentralization process which had brought FAO closer to Member Nations thus
enhancing the impact of its programmes. It urged FAO to continue good work and to formulate
more development assistance programmes in order to promote consistent economic recovery in the
Region. The Conference, in particular:

a. commended FAO for implementing the recommendations of the 19th Regional Conference
for Africa, specifically with regard to the promotion of research, technology assessment and
expansion of the Special Programme for Food Security to additional countries in the region thus
bringing the total of operational programmes to 16.

b. appreciated the results of the Pilot Phase of the Special Programme for Food Security and
called for coverage of the whole continent.

c. noted the results of the Emergency Prevention System (EMPRES) for Transboundary
Animal and Plant Pests and Diseases and called for its expansion to other countries.

d. stressed the need for strengthening the capacities of the Regional and Sub-Regional Offices
in the area of livestock production and animal health care including shelter for poultry and swine as
well as animal feed production.

e. expressed appreciation for FAO’s Investment Centre activities and encouraged the
mobilization of additional funds from Regional and Sub-Regional Banks as well as donors for more
effective implementation of investment programmes.

f. supported the priority given to sustainable management of natural resources, and urged that
more attention be given to watershed development and management as the basis for conservation
and rehabilitation of lands as well as for sustainable irrigation schemes in Africa.

g. noted that the International Scheme for the Conservation and Rehabilitation of African
Lands (ISCRAL) was an on going programme of work of the Regional and Sub-Regional Offices
designed to foster rational land use by applying physical and biological measures to conserve soil
and water, thereby restoring fertility and curbing erosion.

h. commended FAO for the success of the Integrated Pest Management Project, especially for
the training of farmers through the Farmer Field Schools, which had enabled farmers in their crop

production efforts to achieve higher revenue and save on the high cost of pesticides.

1. approved the future orientation of regional programmes which involves a Strategic
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Framework for the post-World Food Summit era and the absolute priority which food security
represents for the region, and endorsed the policy objective of increased food production and food

security through:

i. expansion of irrigated agriculture as planned in the Special Programme for Food
Security (SPES);

il. conservation and rehabilitation of lands;
iii. increased empowerment of rural women in food production;
iv. capacity building for non-governmental organizations and farmers’ associations for

food security and sustainable agriculture;

v. integrated management of terrestrial, marine and freshwater resources;

vi. strengthening of national and regional institutions’ capacity and regional cooperation
in the control of plant and animal pests and diseases.

J noted with satisfaction the beginning of trilateral cooperation among African countries and
FAO, through the Director-General’s “South-South Cooperation” initiative and FAO’s different
partnership programmes, especially TCDC, and recommended that such cooperation be further

strengthened.

II1. DISCUSSION ITEMS

Report of the Technical Committee:

23. The Report of the Technical Committee, ARC/98/TC, was presented by the Rapporteur for
consideration and adoption by the Conference, viz:

ARC/98/4

(Agenda Item 4):

ARC/98/3

(Agenda Item 6):

ARC/98/INF/5

(Agenda Item 5):

World Food Summit: Follow-up

i. Conclusions and Recommendations: paragraph 12 of the report of the
Technical Committee.

Agricultural Policy for Sustainable Use and Management of Natural
Resources in Africa

i. Conclusions and Recommendations: paragraph 13 of the report of

the Technical Committee and Document ARC/98/REC attached.

Common African Agricultural Programme (CAAP)

i. Conclusions and Recommendations: paragraph 16 of the report of the
Technical Committee.
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ARC/98/5

(Agenda Item 7): Future of the Center on Integrated Rural Development for Africa
CIRDAFRICA)
The Conference received a briefing from the Governing Council on the
outcome of its deliberations, including, inter alia, that the centre should (i)
be maintained, (ii) be provided with adequate financial support by member
countries for its revitalization and (iii) be restructured.

ARC/98/6

(Agenda Item 8): Representation of the Region on the Consultative Group on

International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

i.  Conclusions and Recommendations: paragraph 15, The Conference
noted that the meeting of ASARECA would take place in Arusha, Tanzania
in the last week of February, 1998.

ARC/98/INF/6

(Agenda Item 9): Forest Genetic Resources
i. Conclusions and Recommendations: paragraph 17.

24. After detailed examination and subsequent discussions, the Conference amended and

adopted the Report of the Technical Committee. This document is contained in Appendix F.

Resolution

25. The Conference also unanimously adopted the following Resolution: “World Food Summit:
Follow-up”, ARC/98/RES.

ARC/98/RES

20TH FAOQ REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA

RESOLUTION

WORLD FOOD SUMMIT: FOLLOW-UP

THE CONFERENCE:

Recalling that the World Food Summit (WFS) was convened in Rome from 11 to 17 November
1996 at the level of Heads of State and Government to renew global commitment to the task of
eliminating hunger and malnutrition and to achieve sustainable food security;

Noting with appreciation that African Leaders were among the 186 Heads of Delegation which
adopted the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and World Food Summit Plan of

Action;

Congratulates the FAO and the Director-General for this noteworthy achievement in that the
Summit has sensitized the world community and countries to the need to eliminate hunger and
malnutrition and to promote sustainable agriculture and rural development.
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Having considered the initiatives taken by FAO and FAO Members to implement the Summit
Plan of Action.

1. Endorses the ongoing FAO priority programmes formulated in response to the outcome
of the Summit including, inter alia, Food Insecurity and Vulnerability Information and
Mapping Systems (FIVIMS), the expansion of the Special Programme for Food Security and
the Emergency Prevention System for Transboundary Animal and Plant Pest and Diseases
(EMPRES);

2. Supports the implementation of the Decentralization policy which has brought the
activities of the Organization closer and strengthened FAQ’s ability to support Member Nations
in their implementation of the Summit Plan of Action and related programmes;

3. Welcomes the initiatives taken by FAO to prepare draft Strategies for national
Agricultural Development -~ Horizon 2010, for review, amendment and adoption by the
Governments concerned;

4. Supports the priority given to water resource development and management,
particularly small-scale irrigation under the Special Programme for Food Security;

5. Recognizes the advantages of South-South Cooperation, such as the TCDC
programmes promoted by FAO;

6. Welcomes with appreciation the success achieved by the first TeleFood which was
organized in conjunction with the 1997 World Food Day and urges Member Nations to take all
appropriate measures to promote the TeleFood initiative in 1998 and subsequent years;

7. Encourages FAO to increase the mobilization of donor funding for FAO’s programmes
and projects;

8. Recommends the use of the expertise available in the Regional and Sub-regional Offices
of FAO to find solutions to problems associated with livestock;

9. Recommends that Governments develop policies that involve NGOs and civil society in
the effort to ensure food security at the household level, giving full attention to the role of
women and the needs of children;

10. Recommends that countries co-ordinate their efforts at the sub-regional and regional
levels to monitor and evaluate the follow-up activities of the WFS;

11. Further recommends that the existing cooperation between FAO, the UN System and
African Regional and Sub-regional Organizations and Commissions be further strengthened.

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
20 February 1998
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IV. CONCLUDING ITEMS

Any Other Business

26. There was none.

Date and Place of the Twenty-First FAO Regional Conference for Africa

27. The Conference was reminded of the usual practice in the selection of the venue for its next
Session and in this regard consultations were continuing for the selection of a host country from the
Central African Region. The decision would be communicated to FAO in due course. However,
the Cameroon delegation informed the Conference that its country would be willing to host the 21st
Regional Conference if that was the outcome of the consultations.

28. The delegation of Egypt offered to host the Twenty-First FAO Regional Conference for
Africa in case a host could not be found from the Central African Region.

29. The Secretariat then provided the delegations concerned with copies of “The Standard

Memorandum of Responsibilities” for Member Nations expressing the wish to host the Regional
Conference.

Adoption of the Report of the Conference (including the Technical Committee Report)

30. The Conference then considered and, after some amendments, adopted its Report by
acclamation.

Closure of the Conference

31. In a brief statement, FAO Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative for
Africa Mr B.F. Dada congratulated the participants for a very successful Conference and recalled
that the Technical Committee meeting preceding the Conference had deliberated at length upon the
progress, prospects and situation of food and agr.culture in Africa. Ways and means had been
found to harmonize and coordinate agriculture apd rural development policies and programmes.

32. Recalling the various documents submitted by the secretariat for consideration by the
Conference, he expressed deep appreciation to delegates and observers for their active participation
during the Conference and for the high quality of the debate. He referred to the major outcomes of
the Conference in endorsing initiatives taken by FAO within the framework of the Rome
Declaration on World Food Security and World Food Summit Plan of Action, which include, inter
alia, Food Insecurity and Vulnerability Information and Mapping Systems (FIVIMS), the expansion
of the Special Programme for Food Security (SPFS) and the Emergency Prevention System
(EMPRES) for Transboundary Animal and Plant Pest Diseases, and congratulated the Conference
for adopting the Resolution on World Food Summit Follow-up and supporting FAO’s
decentralization policy.
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33. He enumerated a number of development issues that were raised during the Conference and
said that they would be considered for discussions during forthcoming sessions of the Conference.
He pledged the continued commitment of FAO and its Regional and Sub-Regional Offices to assist
Member States in their agricultural development, food security and poverty alleviation endeavours.
He further commended the Conference for the interest shown in some of the programmes of FAO
and said that FAO would spare no efforts to work with other organizations and Member States for a
full realization of the benefits of these programmes.

34, Finally, he once again expressed his thanks to the President, the Government and people of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia for hosting the Conference and for the warm
hospitality that was extended to delegates, observers and FAO staff during their stay in Addis
Ababa.

35. In moving the vote of thanks, Mrs Edith Z. Nawakwi, Minister for Agriculture, Food and
Fisheries of the Republic of Zambia, expressed gratitude and appreciation to the President, the
Government and people of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, for hosting the Conference
and thanked them for their warm welcome and hospitality. She said that happy memories would be
taken back home by all participants. She affirmed that a new partnership had emerged among all
participants at the Conference with renewed commitment for sustainable rural and agricultural
development and food security and for the eradication of poverty in Africa.

36. She praised FAO for organizing the 20th Session of the FAO Regional Conference and for
the initiative taken in formulating the topics discussed. She called for increased collaboration with
multilateral and bilateral organizations as well as donor agencies in order to help countries achieve
the objectives of the various programmes. She finally thanked the Secretariat and all those who had
in various ways contributed to the organization of a successful Conference.

37. In his closing remarks, the Chairman, Dr. Seyfu Ketema, Minister of Agriculture of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, congratulated the participants for a successful Conference
and commended all involved including the Secretariat and supporting staff for producing a valuable
report. He said that this was an indication of their high sense of duty and dedication. He recalled
the speech of the President of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to the opening Session of
the Conference in which he referred to the unreliability of rain-fed agriculture. In this regard he
complimented the Conference for coming up with suitable and practical suggestions and
recommendations for sustainable agricultural development.

38. Recalling FAO’s efforts to eradicate hunger, he congratulated the organizers including the
National Executive Committee and Conference staff, for the organization of the Conference.
Finally, while expressing hope for a speedy and successful implementation of its decisions and
recommendations, he declared the Twentieth Session of the FAO Regional Conference for Africa
closed.
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ARC/98/REC

Agricultural Policy for Sustainable Use and Management of National Resources in Africa

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
ADOPTED BY THE TWENTIETH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA

Rapid population growth coupled with serious difficulties policy makers encounter in
designing and implementing policies that could promote a widespread gender-sensitive adoption
of agricultural technologies and practices that are not only productivity-improving, but also
environmentally sustainable, explain the current high rate of natural resource degradation in the
region.

The following policy options could be considered by policy-makers in Africa in an effort
to achieve a broad-based gender-sensitive agricultural growth and development, while preserving
the natural resource base and improving its long-term productive capacity:

1. Create political and social institutions which promote good governance; develop a broad
partnership in the area of natural resource use and management.

2. Specify the division of labour between the private sector, farmers, NGOs and
government;
3. Using cross-sectoral approaches, design and implement macro-economic and sectoral

policy reforms; formulate a national environmental policy; and encourage the development of
rural infrastructure and support services;

4. Explore incremental approaches to change in indigenous land tenure; enact laws that
specify tenancy rights and ensure security even under customary land tenure arrangements; and
develop national land-use planning institution and capacity;

5. Encourage improved relative agricultural commodity prices through liberalization and
privatization of product and factor markets;

6. Encourage widespread use of fertilizers and other technology-carrying inputs through
improvement in input procurement and delivery systems, and promote the utilization of organic
fertilizer;

7. Promote community involvement in the management of livestock resources; improve
animal husbandry and privatize, where possible, veterinary services; and encourage destocking
through education and better market links and information,

8. Adopt a participatory approach to irrigation policy formulation and appraisal, and
encourage the development of farmers-owned and operated irrigation infrastructure;

9. Design a proper fisheries management framework and strengthening regional
cooperation;
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10. While keeping in mind the existing land tenure, encourage the participation of private
sector and individuals in timber and fuelwood planting; privatize the reforestation services,
reassess stumpage fees, and facilitate access to soft credit schemes for tree and fuelwood
planting, reforestation and rehabilitation of degraded areas;

11. Promote alternative sources of energy inputs, both conventional and renewable, to
enhance productivity of the sector and to address rural household energy needs; and

12. Promote the establishment and use, as a decision-making tool, modern environmental
information systems.

13. Promote national forestry policies within the context of regional cooperation, taking into
account indicators of sustainability - as recommended in Agenda 21 of the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development - in order to achieve a sound management of the
interface between forestry and agriculture in Africa.

In a few words, governments have to create a new partnership of shared responsibilities
and mutual assistance among all the stakeholders concerned by agricultural development and thus
the sustainability of natural resources.
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Maseru 100

LIBERIA

Roland C. Massaquoi
Minister for Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture
P. O. Box 9010
Monrovia

Tel : (231) 226399

Fax : (231) 226104

Alternate

Eric G. Eastman

Deputy Minister of Agriculture for
Planning and Development

Ministry of Agriculture
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Ministry of Agriculture
P. O. Box 8911
Tripoli

Tahar Azzabi

Deputy Director
Administrative Committee
Agriculture Research Centre
Minstry of Agriculture

P. O. Box 351

Tripoli

Ali Mansour Athini
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Tripoli

Libya

Elemam Elemam
First Counsellor

Chargé d’ Affairs
Libyan Embassy
Addis Ababa

MADAGASCAR

Delegate

... Ranjakason

Ministre de 1’ Agriculture
Ministére de I’ Agriculture
B. P. 301
Antananarivo-101

Tel : 272-27

Fax : (261 02022) 26561

Suppléant

Jean David Auguste Raveloson
Premier Conseiller d’ Ambassade

P. O. Box 9010 Ambassade de la République de
Monrovia Madagascar en Ethiopie
Tel : 226399 P. O. Box 60004
Fax : (231) 226104 Addis Abeba
Tel : 612555
LIBYA - LIBYE Fax :610127
Delegate MALAWI
Mansour Mabruk Seghayer
Counsellor and Alternate Permanent Delegate
Representative of Libya to FAO Aleke Banda

Libyan Mission to the United Nations
Agencies in Rome

Rome, Italy

Tel : 860 3880

Fax : 860 3880

Alternates

Ahmed Khalil Ghartaa
Director General
Office of Planning and Studies

Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
Lilongwe

Tel : (265) 784968

Fax : (265) 784 184

E-Mail :

Alternates

Sophie Kalinde
Ambassador



MALI

Délégué

Malawi Embassy

P. O. Box 2316

Addis Ababa

Tel : (251) 1 188646

Fax : (251) 1 615436

E-Malil : njiko@telecom.nat.et

Samuel Simon Kamvazina
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
P. O. Box 30134

Lilongwe 3

Tel : 784299

Fax : (265) 784184

Lawrence Chipembere
Counsellor

Malawi Embassy

P. O. Box 2316
Addis Ababa

Tel : (251) 1 188646
Fax : (251) 1 615436

Ian N. Kumwenda

Ag. Controller of Agricultural
Planning Services

Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation

P. O. Box 30134

Lilongwe 3

Tel : 780123/784299

Fax (265) 784184

Mamadou Goita

Secrétaire Général

Ministere du Développement Rural
et de I’Eau

B. P. 61

Bamako

Tel : (223) 222785

Fax : (223)220295

MAURITANIA - MAURITANIE

Délégué

Melainine Ould Moctar Neche

Ambassadeur de Mauritanie en Italie
et Représentant Permanent de la
Mauritanie i la FAO

Via Padiello 26

00198 Rome

Italie

Suppléant

Abmed Salem Ould Ahmed

Conseiller Technique du Ministre du
Développement Rural et de
I’Environnement chargé de la
Coopération Sous-Régionale et des
Relations Extérieures

Nouakchott

MOROCCO - MAROC

Abdellatif Nacif

Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary

Embassy of Morocco

P. O. Box 60033

Addis Ababa

Tel : (251) 1 613519

Fax (251) 1 614102

Suppléants

Abdellatif Guedira
Directeur de la Production Végétale
Département de 1’ Agriculture
Ministére de I’ Agriculture,
de I’Equipement et de
I’Environnement
Rabat
Tel : (212) 7 765871
Fax (212) 7 761557

Lahoucine Rahmouni

1st Secretary

Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco
P. O. Box 60033

Addis Ababa

Tel : (251) 1 613519

Fax (251 1 614102

MOZAMBIQUE

Delegate

Sergio Gouveia

National Director of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
P. O. Box 1406

Praca Dos Herois

Maputo

Alternate

Jose M. B. de Oliveira

Second Secretary

Embassy of Mozambique in Ethiopia
P. O. Box 5671

Addis Ababa



NAMIBIA - NAMIBIE

Delegate
Vaino Shivute
Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Water and

Rural Development
P/Bag 13184
Windhoek
Tel : (264) 61 2022038
Fax : (264) 61 221733

Alternates
Adelheid M. Soroses-Awases
Deputy Director of Rural
Development Planning

Ministy of Agriculture, Water and

Rural Development
Private Bag 13184
Robert Mugabe Avenue
Windhoek
Tel : 224550
Fax : 222974

Eddie Amkongo
Ambassador
Embassy of Namibia
P. O. Box 1443
Addis Ababa

Linus Mukasa

1st Secretary
Embassy of Namibia
P. O. Box 1443
Addis Ababa

NIGER

Délégué
Omar 1di Ango
Ministre d’Etat
Ministere de I’ Agriculture
et de I'Elevage
B. P. 323
Niamey
Tel : 733541
Fax : 722775

Suppléants
Assane Igodoe
Ambassador
Niger Embassy
Addis Ababa
Tel : 651305

Iddrisa Chipkao
Directeur de I’ Agriculture
Ministére de I’ Agriculture et

de I’Elevage
B. P. 323, Niamey
Tel : 752335
Fax : 722775

NIGERIA

Delegate

Malami Buwai

Minister for Agriculture and Natural
Resources

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and
Natural Resources

Abuja

Tel : (09) 2341931

Fax : (09) 2340945

Alternates

Brownson N. Dede
Ambassador
Embassy of Nigeria,
Addis Ababa

Mai M. Jir

Director (Planning, Research
and Statistics)

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and
Natural Resources

PMB 135 Garki, Abuja

Tel : (09) 2342 747

Fax : (09) 2340347

E-Mail : fedmin.agric@conserve.ng

J. Abavomi Gaffar

Directc  (Fisheries)

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and
Natural Resources

Garki, Area 11

Abuja

Tel : (09) 2344662

Fax : (09) 2344665

George O. Igugu

Director (Forestry)

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and
Natural Resources

PMB 135, Area 11, Garki

Abuja

Tel : (09) 2344552

Fax : (09) 5232637

Gabriel Amenger Gundu

Director of Rural Development

Ministry of Water Resources and
Rural Development

Old Secretariat Complex

Garki 1, Abuja

Tel : (09) 5236399



Frank Isoh
Counsellor/ECA
Embassy of Nigeria
Addis Ababa

Francis Eyo
Second Secretary
Embassy of Nigeria
Addis Ababa

Sam Dimka

Chief Press Secretary to the Minister

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and
Natural Resources

Abuja

Tel : (09) 2342331

Issah Kas Ahmed

Protocol Officer

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and
Natural Resources

Abuja

Tel : (09) 2341931

Salisu Ishayaku

Orderly to the Minister

Federal Ministry of Agriculture
Abuja

Tel : (09) 2341931

RWANDA

Délégué
Vincent Ntambabazi
2% Conseiller
Ambassade du Rwanda
B. P. 5618
Addis Ababa

SENEGAL

Délégué
Robert Sagna
Ministre de I’ Agriculture
Building Administratif, 3° Etage
Dakar

Suppléants
Papa Louis Fall
Ambassadeur du Sénégal en Ethiopie
Addis Ababa
Tel : 611376

Amadou Moustapha Kamara
Directeur de I'Agriculture
Ministére de 1’ Agriculture
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14, Av. Lamine Gueye
B. P. 486 '
Dakar

Abdou Salam Diallo
Conseiller

Ambassade du Sénégal
Addis Ababa

Tel : 611376

André Basse

Chef de Bureau a la Direction des
Organisations Internationales

Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres et
des Sénégalais de |’Extérieur
(Sénégal)

B. P. 4044

Dakar

Tel : (221) 8236271

Fax : (221) 8238488

SIERRA LEONE

Delegate

Foday Yumkella

Deputy Minister for Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture and Natural
Resources

c/o Sierra Leone Embassy

Addis Ababa

Tel : 710033
Fax : 711911
Alternates

Ibrahim Kamara

Ambassador of Sierra Leone to
Ethiopia

Embassy of Sierra Leone

Addis Ababa

Tel : 710033

Fax : 711911

Ms Bakie N. Remoe-Doherty
Second Secretary

Sierra Leone Embassy

Addis Ababa

Tel : 710033

Fax : 711911

Patrick Willi-Bonglo

Counsellor and Head of Chancellery
Sierra Leone Embassy

P. O. Box 5619

Addis Ababa

Tel : 710033

Fax : 711911



SOUTH AFRICA - AFRIQUE DU SUD

Ms Khorshed Ginwala

Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of South Africa to FAO
Via Tanaro 14

Rome - 00198

Tel : (396) 852541

Fax : (396) 85254258

Alternates

Bongiwe Njobe-Mbuli
Director-General
Ministry of Agriculture
NDA (DA10)

Privage Bage X250
Pretoria 0001

Tel : (012) 3197319
Fax : (012) 3251042

Masiphula Mbongwa

Chief Director

Programmes and Information
National Department of Agriculture
Private Bag X250

Pretoria 0001

Tel : (012) 3196505/6520

Fax (012) 3257394

E-Mail : mbongwa@badi.agric.za

Julian Thomas

Agricultural Counsellor

Alternate Permanent Representative of
South Africa to FAO

Via Tanaro 14

Rome 00198

Italy

Tel : (396) 8525423¢

Fax : (396) 85254224

E-Mail : agric.rome@flashnet.it

Ms Lydia Greyling

Deputy Director

Multilateral Branch
Department of Foreign Affairs
Private Bag X152

Pretoria 0001

Tel : (012) 351 1487

Fax : (012) 351 1651

Sandy Shaw

Minister at Embassy
Embassy of South Africa
P. O. Box 1091

Addis Ababa

Tel : 713034

Fax : 711330
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Jacobus 1. T. Bester

Agricultural Management Advisor
Ministry of Agriculture

NDA (DA10)

Privage Bage X250

Pretoria 0001

Tel : (012) 3197319

Fax : (012) 3251042

E-Mail : tertius@hoof2.agric.za

SUDAN - SOUDAN

Delegate

Hassan Osman Abdel Nour

State Minister for Agriculture and
Forestry

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

P. O. Box 285

Khartoum

Tel : (249) 11 780359

Fax : (249) 11 778800

Alternate

Rahamtalla Osman
Minister Plenipotentiary
Sudan Embassy

Addis Ababa

Ali Abdel Aziz Salih

Director-General for Agricultural
Planning and International
Cooperation

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

P. O. Box 285

Khartoum

Tel : 774988

Fax : 770586

SWAZILAND

Delegate

Chief Dambuza II Lukhele

Minister of Agriculture and
Cooperatives

Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives

P. O. Box 162,

Mbabane

Alternates

Patrick K. Lukhele

Director of Agriculture

Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives

P. O. Box 162,

Mbabane



Robert N. Thwala

Director of Veterinary Services

Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives

P. O. Box 162

Mbabane

TANZANIA - TANZANIE

Delegate

Charles Kileo
Ambassador
Tanzania Embassy
P. O. Box 1077
Addis Ababa

Alternates

TOGO

Délégué

Joseph Bora Ndunguru

Assistant Commissioner for Training
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives
P. O. Box 2066

Dar-es-Salaam

George Mwanjabdla
Minister Plenipotentiary
Tanzania Embassy

P. O. Box 1077

Addis Ababa

Ms Perpetua M. S. Hingi
Agriculture Attaché
Tanzania Embassy

Via Oubrone 3

00198 Rome

Italy

Essobeheyi Kambia

Secrétaire Général

Ministére de 1’ Agriculture, de I'Elevage
et de la Péche

B. P. 341

Lomé

Tel : (228) 21 52 86

Fax (228) 21 10 62

Suppléants

Mme Akossiwa Alagbo-Duyiboe
Conseiller Technique du Ministre
Ministére de I’ Agriculture,
de ’Elevage et de la Péche
B. P. 385
Lomé
Tel : (228) 212039/210305
Fax : (228) 218792

Wouroh Tchemi
Chef de Division Planification
Secrétariat Général du
Ministére de 1’ Agriculture,

de I’Elevage et de la Péche
B. P. 341
Lomé
Tel : (228) 215563/221793
Fax : (228) 211062

TUNISIA - TUNISIE

Déléguge

Mme Fatma Larbi

Chargée de Mission et de la
Coopération Internationale au
Ministére de I’ Agriculture

Tunis

Tel : 890863

Fax : 799457

Suppléants
Mohamed Ali Ben Abid
1** Secrétaire d’ Ambassade

Ambassade de Tunisie & Addis Ababa

P. O. Box 1000 69
Debrezit Road

Addis Ababa

Tel : (251) 1 653818
Fax : (251) 1 650233

UGANDA - OUGANDA

Delegate
Vincent Kirabokyamaria

Ambassador to Italy and Permanent
Representative of Uganda to FAQ
Embassy of the Republic of Uganda

Via E.Q. Visconti 8§
00193 Rome, Italy

Tel : (396) 3225220

Fax : (396) 3203174
E-Mail : ugarome@srd.it

Alternate
David S. Muduuli
Special Assistant/Advisor
Office of the Vice-President

and Ministry of Agriculture, Animal

Industry and Fisheries
P. O. Box 7359
Kampala
Tel : (256) 41 347592/321318
Fax : (256) 41 344144
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ZAMBIA - ZAMBIE ZIMBABWE

Delegate Delegate

Edith Z. Nawakwi

Minister for Agriculture, Food and
Fisheries

Ministry of Agricuiture, Food and
Fisheries

P. O. Box 50197

Lusaka

Alternates

Simataa Akapelwa
Ambassador
Zambia Embassy
P. O. Box 1090
Addis Ababa

Russell Mulele

Director

Department of Field Services

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Fisheries

P. O. Box 50291

Lusaka

Tel : 252029

Fax : 252029

Julius J. Shawa

Chief Planner

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Fisheries

P. O. Box 50197

Lusaka

Wilson Mazimba
1st Secretary
Zambia Embassy
P. O. Box 1909
Addis Ababa

K. M. Kangai

Minister for Lands and Agriculture
Ministry of Lands and Agriculture
Private Bag 7701

Causeway

Harare

Tel : 706081

Fax : 734646

Alternates

Tranos A. G. Makombe
Ambassador

Embassy of Zimbabwe
P.0.Box 5624

Addis Ababa

Tel : 251) 613872-77
Fax : (251) 1 61 3476

Basilio Sandamu

Chief Agricultural Economist
Policy and Project Planning
Ministry of Lands and Agriculture
Private Bag 7701

Causeway, Harare

Tel : 706081

Fax : 734646

Tafadzwa Rhoda Ngarande
First Secretary

Embassy of Zimbabwe

P. O. Box 5624

Addis Ababa

Tel : (251) 1 61 38 72-77
Fax : (251) 1613476



OBSERVERS FROM MEMBER NATIONS NOT SERVICED IN THE REGION
OBSERVATEURS DES ETATS MEMBRES QUI NE SONT PAS DE LA REGION

AUSTRIA

Leonnard Moll

Counsellor

Development Cooperatives
Austrian Ambassy

Addis Ababa

Tel: 71264

CHINA

Zhengyun Jiang

Ambassador

Chinese Embassy in Ethiopia
Addis Ababa

DJIBOUTI

Ibrahim Idress Djibril

Ministre de 1’ Agriculture, de
I’Elevage et des Péches

Chargé des Ressources hydraulique

Ministére de 1’ Agriculture, de I’Elevage
et des Péches

Djibouti

Fax : 253 - 355879

Mohamed Moussa Mohamed

Ministére de 1’ Agriculture, de I’Elevage
et des Péches

Djibouti

Fax : 253-355879

FRANCE

Ms Laurence Colinet
French Ministry of Cooperation

HOLY SEE - SAINT-SIEGE

Most Rev. Silvano M. Tomasi
Apostolic Nuncio

Secretariat of State

Apostolic Nunciature

P. O. Box 588,

Addis Ababa

Rev. Paul F. Russell
Secretary

Apostolic Nunciature
P. O. Box 588
Addis Ababa,

INDIA

Pravin Desai Pravin
Bombay Sam

P. O. Box 1318
Addis Ababa

IRAN

Hossein Rajaby
Ambasaddor
Embassy of Iran
P. O. Box 7744
Addis Ababa

Hassan Doutaghy
Third Secretary
Embassy of Iran
P. O. Box 7744
Addis Ababa

KOREA

Maengho Shin
First Secretary
Korean Embassy
Addis Ababa

NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS

Hein S.B.M. van Asperen

Agricultural Counsellor

Ministry of Agriculture, Nature
Management and Fisheries

Royal Netherlands Embassy

Addis Ababa

Tel : (251) 1 711100

Fax : (251) 1 711577

SWEDEN

Lars Leander

First Secretary
Embassy of Sweden
P. O. Box 1142
Addis Ababa

SWITZERLAND

Anton Kohler

Head of the Swiss FAO-Secretariat
Ministry of Agriculture
Mattenbofstr. 5



3003 Berne
Switzerland

UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI
(APRODEN)

Clive Robinson
Head of Development Policy
Christian Aid
Association of World Council of Churches -
Related Development Organisations
in Europe
P. O. Box 100
LONDON SE1 7RT
UK
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -
ETATS-UNIS D’AMERIQUE

Avram Guroff

National Food Security Coordinator
USDA, Room 30085,

Washington DC

USA
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

REPRESENTANTS DES NATIONS UNIES ET DES INSTITUTIONS SPECIALISEES

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
ORGANIZATION (1LO)

George Ruigu

Senior Specialist in Employment Strategies
East Africa Multidisciplinary Advisory Team
P. O. Box 2532

Addis Ababa

S. Odera-Oteng

Senior Specialist in Vocational Training

East Africa Multidisciplinary Advisory Team
ILO/EAMAT

P. O. Box 2532

Addis Ababa

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND
(IMF)

Thomas T. Gibson
Resident Representative
IME

Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC
COMMISSION FOR AFRICA (ECA)

K. Y. Amoako
Executive Secretary
ECA

Addis Ababa
Ethiopia

Don Oben

Economic Affairs Officer
UNECA

P.O. Box 3005

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel : 515749

Mr Y. Tekolla
Agricultural Economist
ECA

P.O. Box 3005

Addis Ababa

Tel : 517200/33249

Maurice Tankou
Economic Affairs Officer
ECA

P.O. Box 3005
Addis Ababa

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME (UNDP)

PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR

LE DEVELOPPEMENT (PNUD)

Henerik Diesen
Resident Representative
UNDP

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel : 515177

Fax : 515149

Getachew Asamenew

Assistant Resident Representative
UNDP

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel : 515177

Fax : 515149

Graham Chipande
Senior Economist
UNDP

Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia

Tel : 515177

Fax : 515149

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT
PROGRAMME (UNEP)
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES
POUR L’ENVIRONNEMENT (PNUE)

Cheikh Qumar Sow
Deputy Director

Regional Office for Africa
P. O. Box 30552

Nairobi

Kenya

James Kamara
Programme Officer
Regional Office for Africa
P. O. Box 30552

Nairobi

Kenya



UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL
ORGANIZATION (UNESCO)

Mamady Lamine Condé
Representative in Addis
UNESCO

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel : 513953

Fax : 511414

Ms C. Okai
Programme Specialist
UNESCO

P. O. Box 1177
Addis Ababa
Ethiopia

Ms W. E.-Fadli Neeguede
Administrative/Liaison Officer
UNESCO

Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia

UNITED NATIONS HIGH
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES
(UNHCR)

Ms Joan Allison
Liaison Officer
UNHCR RLD

P. O. Box 1076
Addis Ababa

Ms Kathrine Starup
Associate Liaison Officer
UNHCR RLO

P. O. Box 1076

Addis Ababa

Vincent Chorai
Head

Technical Unit
UNHCR RLO
P. O. Box 1076
Addis Ababa

Ms L. Taffesse
Snar Secretary
UNHCR RLO
P. O. Box 1076
Addis Ababa

40

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION
(UNIDO)

David Tommy

UNIDO Representative to Ethiopia
Africa Hall

Old ECA Building

P. O. Box 5580

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND

(UNFPA)

FONDS DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LES

ACTIVITES EN MATIERE DE
POPULATION (FNUAP)

Ms Linda Demers
Representative
Old ECA Building
Addis Ababa
Ethiopia

WORLD BANK
BANQUE MONDIALE

Moctar Toure

Executive Secretary of SPAAR
The World Bank

18/8 H St. NW

Washington DC

USA

Tel : 202 473 90 08

Fax : 202 473 82 31

E-Mail : mtoure@worldbank.org

Amanuel Abraham
IBRD

World Bank

5055 Semenary Rd 836
Alexandria, VA-22311
USA

Augusta Sena Gabianu
Liaison ECA/OAU
World Bank

P. O. Box 5515
Addis Ababa
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
(WHO)

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA
SANTE (OMS)

Alexandre Nunes Correia

Director

WHO Office for the Organization of African
Unity and the Economic Commission for
Africa

P. O. Box 3050

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Bernard Morintere
Medical Officer
WHO

P. O. Box 3069
Addis Ababa

WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME (WFP)
PROGRAMME ALIMENTAIRE
MONDIAL (PAM)

Tesema Negash
Deputy Regional Director for Africa
Rome

WORLD METEOROLOGICAL
ORGANIZATION (WMO)

Demlew Aweke

Head, Deve. Meteorology Department
National Meteorological Services Agency
P. O. Box 1090, Addis Ababa

Tel : (251) 1 512299

Fax : (251) 1 517066

OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS INTERGOVERNEMENTALES

AFRICAN FISHERIES CONFERENCE
CONFERENCE HALIEUTIQUE
AFRICAINE

Mr Abdelaziz Taleb

Permanent Secretary of the African Fisheries
Conference

c/o Ministry of Fisheries

Rabat

Morocco

Tel: (212) 7 771159

Fax : (212) 7 681272

E-Mail : taleb@mp3m.gov.ma

CENTRE ON INTEGRATED RURAL
DEVELOPMENT FOR AFRICA
(CIRDAFRICA) CENTRE DE
DEVELOPPEMENT RURAL INTERGRE
POUR L’AFRIQUE (CDRIA)

Mr Abdel Moneim El Sheikh
Director

CIRDAFRICA

P.O. Box 6115

Arusha

Tanzania

Mr Mussa-Nda Ngumbu
Head of Division of Research
CIRDAFRICA

P.O. Box 6115
Arusha
Tanzania

Mr Alford Mdachi

Acting Head

Division Administration & Finance
CIRDAFRICA

P.O. Box 6115

Arusha

Tanzania

CILSS

Mr Souleymane Keita

Coordinator

Plate-forme des Organisation Paysanne Sahel
CILSS

BP 49 A

Noumarila (Kati)

Mali

COMMISSION DE L’UNION
ECONOMIQUE ET MONETAIRE OUEST
AFRICAINE (UEMOA)

Bertin Borna
Commissaire chargé du Département
du Développement Rural



et de ’Environnement
UEMOA
01 BP 543
Ouagadougou 01
Burkina Faso
Tel : (226) 318873476
Fax : (226) 31 8872

Lapodini Marc Atouga
Directeur de I’ Agriculture
Commission de 'UEMOA
01 BP 543

Quagadougou 01

Burkina Faso

Tel : (226) 318873 4 76
Fax : (226) 31 8872

CONFERENCE DES MINISTRES DE
I’AGRICULTURE DE L’AFRIQUE DE
L’OUEST ET DU CENTRE (CMA/AOC)

Baba Dioum

Coordonnateur Général

Conférence des Ministres Agriculture
Afrique Ouest et Centre

B. P. 15799,

Dakar Fann, Sénégal

Tel : (221) 254721

Fax : (221) 254730

E-Mail : cmaoc@metissacana..sn

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE OF INSECT
PHYSIOLOGY AND ECOLOGY (ICIPE)
CENTRE INTERNATIONAL SUR LA
PHYSIOLOGIE ET I’ECOLOGIE DES
INSECTES (CIPED

Mudiumbula T. Futa

Director of International Cooperation and
Capacity Building

P. O. Box 30772

Nairobi

Kenya

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
TROPICAL AGRICULTURE (HITA)

Lukas Brader
Director-General

IITA

Oyo Road

Ibadan - Nigeria

Tel : (234) 2 2412626

Fax : (234) 2 2412221
E-Mail : l.brader@cgnet.com
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INTERNATIONAL LIVESTOCK
RESEARCH INSTITUTE (ILRI)

Hugo Li-Pun

Resident Director

ILRI - Ethiopia

P. O. Box 5689

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia

Tel : (251) 1 613215

Fax : (251) 1 614645

E-Mail : h.li-pun@cgnet.com

Mohamed Mohamed-Saleem

Team Leader/Highlands Coordinator
Highland Project

ILRI - Ethiopia

P. O. Box 5689

Addis Ababa

Tel : (251) 1 611115/613215 ext.123
Fax : (251) 1 614645

E-Mail : mbaleen@cgnet.com

Simeon Ehui

Project Coordinator
Livestock Analysis Project
ILRI - Ethiopia

P. O. Box 5689

Addis Ababa

Tel : (251) 1 613495/613215
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APPENDIX D

OPENING ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA, HIS EXCELLENCY DR. NEGASO GIDADA,
ON THE OCCASION OF THE INAUGURAL CEREMONY OF THE
20TH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 19th February 1998

Honourable Ministers,

H.E. Dr. Jacques Diouf, Director-General of the
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations,

H.E. Dr. K.Y. Amoako,
Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa,

H.E. the Assistant Secretary General
of the Organization of African Unity,

Dear Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I wish to welcome you all to Addis Ababa for this important Regional Conference which is
called upon to address issues of food security and sustainable rural and agricultural
development in Africa. This 20th FAO Regional Conference for Africa provides our
Ministers, with the mandate in this vital area, the opportunity to share experiences and
exchange views on the challenges we face with regard to achieving food security in our
respective countries and to carrying out successful programmes of sustainable rural and
agricultural development.

Your task is extremely important, not only in terms of the economic needs of our peoples but
also from the point of view of African dignity and African self-respect. Continent which fails
to feed itself and countries and peoples who depend on others for their food requirement can
hardly be taken seriously by partners and by others. Therefore, because of a whole range of
reasons, there is no greater and a more urgent priority for Africa than achieving food security
through sustainable agricultural development.
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Honourable Delegates,

Our Continent is a region of immense potentials, including in the agricultural area. We indeed
have great possibilities for changing the economic situation in our region as we in fact have
begun to do over the past few years. That Africa is not destined to wallow in poverty has
become obvious as a result of some real progress achieved by a number of African countries
over the past four to five years. The political gains we have made are notable. So have been
the gains registered in the economic area. These have been the results of bold economic
reform measures taken by these African countries and of the adoption of appropriate macro-
economic policies with the necessary monetary and fiscal discipline.

But we are not yet in a position to claim that Africa’s difficulties are behind it because we are
yet to ensure sustainable growth and development in all areas of economic activity, including in
the agricultural sector. In this regard, there is a lot to be done to ensure sustainable
development in Africa. Despite some encouraging developments in recent years, Africa still
remains a region of incalculable human misery which is the key explanation for the so many
conflict situations that have marked the Continent’s recent history. There are millions of
people in our region who do not have enough food to meet their basic nutritional needs. The
problems of hunger and food insecurity in Africa are likely to persist and even increase
dramatically unless urgent, determined and concerted actions are taken.

Honourable Delegates,

We have to overcome these challenges by promoting appropriate policies and strategies. These
policies should be realized by mobilizing and galvanizing agricultural resources through
improved agricultural practices, the development of agricultural infrastructure and introduction
of modern inputs. These and other measures designed to foster sustainable rural and
agricultural development in general and food security and food self-sufficiency in particular,
are in line with the objectives of the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and the World
Food Summit Plan of Action.

This Conference coming as it does a little more than a year after the summit provides you an
opportunity to consider the experiences of each country in the implementation of the Rome
Declaration. In my capacity as a member of the Board of patrons of the World Food Summit, 1
am particularly hopeful that your deliberations will come up with sound recommendations that
will help us meet the challenges of implementing the seven commitments, freely and solemnly
made by all our countries and development partners at the World Food Summit in Rome.

Honourable Delegates,

We in Ethiopia have taken a series of measures designed to ensure food self-sufficiency and
food security at the national level. We have devised an economic policy based on
“Agricultural-Development-Led Industrialization Strategy”. The bedrock of this strategy is
achieving accelerated growth in the agricultural sector through, among other things, enhancing
productivity in small-holdings and encouraging large-scale farms where suitable.

In the implementation of this strategy, the extension packages that have been put in place have
played a pivotal role. As a result, agricultural production of small-holder farmers participating
in the packages has increased two-to-three folds compared with those using traditional farming
practices. We are at present in the process of expanding this exercise to include farmers in low
moisture areas as well as devising a mechanism to create effective agricultural information
system and to expand the scope of the extension program.
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In Ethiopia as well as in many other countries rain-fed agriculture continues to be unreliable.
In this context, the introduction and development of small-scale irrigation schemes become vital
to feed our ever-increasing populations. Consequently, we in Ethiopia are making efforts to
build and expand micro-dams in rural areas as well as to make the best use of our rivers in our
pursuit of sustainable development.

Ethiopia has been exposed to recurrent manifestations of environmental changes such as that
triggered off by the EI-Nifio. Such unforeseen situations will continue to have dire
consequences on our development efforts in general and our rain-dependent agriculture in
particular. All these reasons make it imperative for us to use our existing water resources for
irrigation purposes. One of the major paradoxes of our agricultural situation is that while
Ethiopia has abundant water resources, the country has for too long been facing cyclical
drought leading to famine because of unwarranted dependence on rain-fed agriculture. We
have decided that this cannot be allowed to continue, thus the new emphasis is on decreasing
reliance on rain-fed agriculture. The goal of course is to bring about sustainable agricultural
transformation which is the common challenge of us all and for the promotion of whose
objective, I am confident, this Conference will make significant contribution.

Honourable Delegates,
I wish before concluding to express my sincere appreciation to the Director-General and to his
staff for their effort to make food security and over-all agricultural development a reality in

Africa. Finally, I would like to wish you all a successful Conference and fruitful deliberations.

1 Thank You.
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APPENDIX E

STATEMENT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO THE
IT'WENTIETH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA

Mr Chairman
Distinguished Ministers
Your Excellencies
Ladies and Gentlemen

It is always with strong emotions that I return to Ethiopia, the cradle of humanity, the
cradle of Africa; a country that alone epitomizes all the diversity, wealth and potential of the
continent, but also the challenges that are associated with food security and the sustainable
utilization of natural resources; a country whose people and government have shown
exceptional courage in facing up to these challenges.

Allow me, Mr. Chairman, on behalf of all the participants at this Conference, to thank
the highest authorities of Ethiopia for their warm welcome and cordial hospitality.

It is symbolic that this meeting should take place in Addis Ababa, the headquarters of
the Organization of African Unity and of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa,
where we find ourselves today. These two institutions are key partners in our common concern
for the social and economic development of the continent, and FAO is keen to reinforce the
excellent cooperation it maintains with both.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

Just three months ago, the Conference of FAO met in Rome where it reviewed the state
of food and agriculture in the world and the past and future activities of the Organization.

(State of food and agriculture)

While the overall world economy grew by a satisfactory 4.2 percent in 1997, the food
and agriculture situation was one of contrasts. Agricultural production only increased by an
estimated 1.1 percent and cereal stocks are still below the security threshold. Furthermore,
development aid has hovered in recent years at a nominal US $60 billion and has therefore
fallen in real terms, while the portion of this aid earmarked for agriculture slumped from US
$16 billion in 1988 to some US $10 billion in 1996.

(Principal achievements of the Organization)
(Implementation of the Summit Plan of Action)
FAOQO’s activities in the previous biennium were marked by the World Food Summit

held in November 1996 and several initiatives have now been undertaken to implement the
resulting Plan of Action:
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e 150 national strategies for agriculture and food security towards the year 2010 have been
drafted with the governments of developing Member Nations and others in transition,
including all the countries of Africa;

e the Special Programme for Food Security is now operational in 29 countries, including 17
in Africa, and under formulation in 40 others, including 19 in Africa;

o the Emergency Prevention System for Transboundary Animal and Plant Pests and Diseases
has scored a number of successes, in particular against rinderpest and the desert locust in
the regions most exposed to these scourges, particularly in Africa;

o finally, the Food Insecurity and Vulnerability Information Mapping System has been put in
place.

At the same time, the Organization has continued to help the developing Member
Nations to implement the Marrakesh agreements, organizing regional workshops and executing
national projects. Its assistance has focused on agricultural policy, the prospects opened up by
the “Decision on Measures Concerning the Possible Negative Effects of the Reform
Programme on Least-Developed and Net Food-Importing Developing Countries”, intellectual
property rights, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to trade and the
international standards of the Codex Alimentarius. The Organization will also step up its action
to assist in the preparation of future trade negotiations, working closely with the WTO, the
World Bank and UNCTAD.

In accordance with the directives adopted by the Summit, FAO has also encouraged the
launching of “Food for All” campaigns to mobilize civil society. A number of countries have
already initiated a process of national consultation to this effect. The “TeleFood 1997”
operation that was broadcast by some one hundred television channels in over 70 countries
gave 500 million viewers an added insight into the problems of hunger and malnutrition and
laid the foundations of a system for the raising of funds which - already this year - will finance
small projects of direct assistance to rural communities in developing countries, helping them
boost production. As endorsed by the last Conference of FAO, TeleFood is to be an annual
event in celebration of World Food Day. The next edition will be held from 16 to 18 October
1998 and will be larger in scale than last year.

Finally, interagency co-operation for implementing of the Summit Plan of Action has
been put in place, with the establishment of a Network on Rural Development and Food
Security led by FAO and IFAD. The mechanism for monitoring the Summit Plan of Action has
also been set up and the Committee on World Food Security will evaluate progress at its next
session, as you will yourselves for the Africa region.

(Other achievements)
Among the other FAO initiatives with world-wide impact undertaken during the
1996/97 biennium, I should like to mention:

e with regard to the sustainable use of natural resources, the adoption of the World Plan of
Action of the International Technical Conference on Plant Genetic Resources and the
revision of the International Plant Protection Convention;
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e as regards forests, programmes focusing on the contribution of forestry to food security, on
effective and responsible forest management and on maintaining a balance among the
economic, ecological and social benefits of forests; assistance in formulating national
forestry programmes; support to the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Forests
and to the Eleventh World Forestry Congress hosted by Turkey;

e regarding fisheries and aquaculture, and in the framework of the Kyoto Plan of Action on
the Sustainable Contribution of Fisheries to Food Security and the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries, reinforcement of the regional bodies and the staging of 21 technical
consultations on the management of marine fishery resources of different regions. Work on
aquatic genetic resources has been stepped up and studies have been carried out on the

impact of the “El Nifio” phenomenon.
(Processing, analysis and dissemination of information)

The annual report State of Food and Agriculture continues to be the main source of
general information in this area and now includes a section on developments in food security in
follow-up to the Summit. This document is complemented by The State of World Fisheries and
Aquaculture and State of the World’s Forests. The Sixth World Food Survey was published in
1996. As for the long-term world outlook for agriculture and food security, a study will be
carried out on the likely scenario until 2015, with a more general evaluation taking us to 2030.

(Modern information and telecommunication technology)

With respect to the dissemination of information, the introduction of new technologies
has rationalized and modernized systems, while reducing costs. The World Agricultural
Information Centre (WAICENT) now offers ready access to essential information for food
security and sustainable rural development: FAOSTAT for statistical data, FAOINFO for
textual information and FAOSIS for specialized information systems, in particular on animal
genetic resources, pesticides and the Global Information and Early Warning System.

FAQ’s site on the Internet is posting over 1 million hits each month and is providing
information to English-, Arabic-, Spanish- and French-speaking users. At the same time, 2000
CD-ROMs have been distributed in all Member Nations to provide access to WAICENT in
areas where the Internet is not yet readily available. These services will be further expanded in
1998-99 to enable Member Nations to take full advantage of the Organization’s wealth of
documentary information.

(Grassroots participation and role of women)

Actions for the advancement of women are given priority status in the general drive to
involve the whole of society in the common pursuit of “Food for All”. FAQO’s technical
departments have been requested to bear gender parity in mind when formulating programmes
and projects. The Special Programme for Food Security should improve the access of rural
women to technologies, inputs and credit, which is why special emphasis has been placed on
poultry raising and market gardening.
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(Partnerships)

The Organization has strengthened coordination and co-operation with its partners to
ensure that all its programmes can be implemented against a backdrop of budgetary constraint:
with the World Bank and the regional banks through new agreements, mainly for the
implementation of the Special Programme for Food Security; with the food and agriculture
institutions based in Rome, IFAD and WFP; with the Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research, its Technical Advisory Committee and its institutes; with the other UN
agencies under the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination; and with the private sector and
the community of non-governmental organizations.

Similarly, co-operation has been stepped up with many Member Nations. Over the past
three years, some 1300 experts have been implementing FAO programmes under agreements
for co-operation between developing countries and countries in transition and co-operation with
academic and research institutions, and by hiring retired experts. In support of the Special
Programme for Food Security, a number of South-South co-operation agreements have enabled
more advanced developing countries, with FAO assistance, to provide a critical mass of field
technicians in the rural communities of other developing countries. Six African countries are -
or will soon be - benefiting from such agreements, of which there will be more. Finally, with a
view to building national capacities, FAO is looking into training opportunities offered by
Member Nations in the areas of its mandate for students and trainees from developing countries
and will itself employ young professionals, within the limit of available resources, so that they
can add practical experience to their academic training.

(Investment)

One of FAO’s ongoing concerns is to promote investment in agriculture. In 1995 and
1996, the Investment Centre prepared 31 investment projects in Africa for a total value of US
$1.25 billion, including US $762 million from external funds. In 1997, 18 projects were
approved for a total of US $478 million, including US $328 million of loans.

FAQ’s Technical Co-operation Programme continues to act as a strong catalyst on
account of its defining characteristics of rapid approval, limited project duration, low costs and
practical orientation. A total of 168 new projects were implemented in Africa in 1996-97.

(Restructuring and decentralization)

The restructuring of FAO has proceeded under conditions of severe budgetary
limitation, with a focus on identifying savings and improving efficiency through
decentralization.

Besides reducing the number of staff members - posts fell from 4185 in January 1994 to
3599 in January 1998 - annual savings of US $25 million have been made by cuts in travel,
translations, publications and meetings. Growing attention is now being given to training staff,
to raising the contingent of women professionals and to ensuring equitable representation of
Member Nations: the number of countries not represented among the staff dropped from 54 in
January 1994 to 29 in January 1998, taking into account ongoing recruitment.
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The decentralization process is nearing completion: all the new liaison and subregional
offices are open; the regional offices have been reinforced; the last operations teams are on
their way; Member Nation coverage by the network of FAO representatives has been extended
through multiple accreditation and the use of National Programme Officers and National
Correspondents. At present, 39 percent of the staff complement are assigned to decentralized
offices. The decentralization of policy assistance and project operations will bring FAO more
closely in touch with the needs of its Member Nations.

The restructuring process has been accompanied by a delegation of operational,
administrative and financial responsibilities to departments at Headquarters and teams in the
field, with the establishment of the Management Support Units and tighter audit control in all
regional, subregional and country offices.

(Programme of Work and Budget 1998/99)

I should like to conclude this overview of the highlights of the last two years by
recalling that the Conference approved a Programme of Work and Budget for 1998/99 with
zero nominal growth which, in real terms, equates to a reduction of 3.7 percent. Despite this,
however, the Organization has an unanimously endorsed programme which, in contrast to the
two previous biennia, will not need adjustment. I think I can safely say that the Organization
has successfully completed its period of reform and that it can now look to the future with
confidence and buckle down to its appointed mission of helping achieve sustainable food
security for all.

(The situation in Africa)

Mr. Chairman,

At the last FAO Regional Conference for Africa, I drew attention to the worsening
food security situation in the continent. Unfortunately, matters have not improved; indeed in
some countries they have deteriorated. After the good results of 1996, there was a sharp
downturn in agricultural production in North Africa in 1997 and only a modest rise of 0.4
percent in the Sub-Saharan region.

The underlying causes of this state of affairs include natural disasters, such as floods,
drought and disease, and the armed conflicts that have prompted the massive displacement of
rural populations who, in extreme cases, become refugees. Such disasters seriously jeopardize
the nutritional situation on the levels of both quantity and quality - and for women and children
especially.

At the same time, Africa’s annual population growth of almost 3 percent remains one
of the highest in the world. Recent United Nations projections indicate that Africa’s population
will virtually triple by the year 2050 if the current trend prevails, from 758 million people
today to about 2 billion. With population growth of this magnitude, food security will continue
as an imperative and a challenge: imperative because of the fundamental right of each
individual to a wholesome and balanced diet, and challenge because of the need to increase
food production in a sustainable manner.
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Regrettably, the present picture is one of accelerated degradation of the natural
resources upon which agriculture depends. This applies not only to arable land but also to
forests which, in Africa more than in any other continent, have paid and continue to pay a high
price for poverty, food insecurity and low level of technology. Some 6 million hectares of
forest were lost between 1990 and 1995, representing annual deforestation of 0.8 percent,
against 0.7 percent for the period from 1980 to 1990.

The frequently cited causes - population growth, overgrazing, inappropriate cropping
practices, fuelwood collection and unregulated forest use, together with bush fires and irregular
weather - have been added to in recent years by civil wars and their trail of refugees that have
devastated large tracts of forest in central Africa.

(Absolute priority to food security)

This rapid overview of the agricultural situation in Africa dispels any doubt that food
security should remain the top priority, for this is the world’s continent with the highest
percentage of malnourished persons. And unless corrective measures are taken, Africa could
well find itself with 300 million chronically malnourished by the year 2010.

Furthermore, we need to remember that 43 of the 86 low-income food-deficit countries
are in Africa, mainly in Sub-Saharan Africa where two out of every five persons do not have
access to an adequate diet. That is why the World Food Summit documentation and the
initiatives taken by FAO to implement the Summit Plan of Action pay special attention to
Africa.

Plan of Action measures of specific relevance to Africa include the enhanced
harnessing of water resources, soil improvement and conservation, the safeguarding and
rational use of forests, greater recourse to science and technology to raise agricultural
production and productivity, improved conditions for harvesting fishery resources, the
integrated and participatory development of the rural world and greater recognition of the role
of women.

(Harnessing water, a key factor for food security)

As I have often stated, there can be no food security in Africa without the controlled
utilization and conservation of water resources and without intensifying production systems.
Irrigation is an important element of security in the face of widely fluctuating rainfall. It is also
an ingredient of intensification considering that irrigated land is twice as productive as rainfed

land. Yet only 12 million hectares in Africa are under irrigation out of a potential of more than
40 million, that is 23% of the arable area. The harnessing of water is therefore a core element
in FAO’s Special Programme for Food Security. The improvement and development of
irrigation is a challenge that must be met if we wish to ensure food security for the people of
Africa. Experience in the Sahel indicates that rainwater collected from one hectare and used to
irrigate another hectare could triple or quadruple production.
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(Land resources, the basis of agricultural production)

The African continent is undeniably endowed with immense expanses of land, but most
of these have physical or chemical limitations that prevent efficient agricultural production. The
improvement and conservation of soil fertility, preservation of humidity and control of erosion
need therefore to be important components of agricultural development. It was with this in
mind that FAO launched the International Scheme for Conservation and Rehabilitation of
African Lands in the early 1990s, a programme setting out to foster rational land use by
applying physical and biological measures to conserve soil and water, thereby restoring fertility
and curbing erosion. Its operating strategy hinges on helping local populations so that they can
participate actively in the implementation of land conservation, improvement and sustainable
utilization programmes.

(The essential role of trees and forests)

Millions of Africa’s inhabitants depend heavily, for their daily survival, on tree and
forest products, whether fruits, fats, animal proteins, fuelwood, building materials or
medicines. Hence the importance of such products in FAO’s programmes and the increase of
initiatives in this area.

Ongoing actions aim firstly to assess the state of forest resources so that their
production potential can be fully tapped and any threats to their future identified. FAO’s
programme of forest resources assessment for the year 2000 was launched back in 1996, with
parallel support given to the countries of the region to build their national capacity to estimate
and monitor these resources. A vast study on the forest outlook for Africa will be launched this
year, shedding light on the status, trends and prospects of forest development in the Region
between now and the year 2030 and thus helping determine measures that will revitalize the
sector. The second type of action concerns the sustainable management of existing resources
and involves the establishment - with the UNEP and the African Timber Organization - of
management criteria and indicators to guide the implementation of field operations. Several
pilot projects are also under way to test and demonstrate appropriate methods of forestry and
forest use. Finally, FAO is closely implicated through its normative actions and its field
projects in the conservation of forest and wildlife resources, and in the rehabilitation - through
reforestation - of degraded agricultural, pastoral and forest land, particularly in the context of
agro-forestry. All these actions are pursued in partnership with regional and subregional
organizations, and with many African NGOs.

(Fisheries, an important element of food security)

Fisheries is an important element of food security. Besides improving quality of
nutrition, it also contributes significantly to the economies of several African countries in the
form of employment, income and foreign exchange. Efforts should therefore be continued to
ensure the rational management of fishery resources and the sustainable development of
fisheries, particularly artisanal fisheries. In this connection, FAO will continue its work to
adapt the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, which was adopted by the Conference of
FAO in October 1995, to the context of Africa, and will help with its application. The
development of aquaculture also needs special attention as this is an area with strong potential,
despite now only accounting for 1.5% of fishery production against 15% world-wide.
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(Contribution of science and technology to food security)

As I have mentioned, science and technology need to be better employed if agricultural
production is to be efficient and sustainable. This requires the involvement of national
agricultural research systems in partnership with the international centres and their Technical
Advisory Committee based at FAO headquarters. FAO will continue to help the countries of
the region in the planning, organizing and management of agricultural research and in the
evaluation and transfer of technologies.

(Integrated and participatory rural development)

FAQO’s rural development action is based on participatory methods that will reinforce
institutional capacity at the grassroots level and access of the least privileged population groups
to employment, resources and basic agricultural services. This is a cornerstone of the Special
Programme for Food Security. FAO also supports the local networking of rural development
institutions to help raise the expertise of individuals, farmer leaders and institutions.

In this context, recognition of the crucial and unassailable role of women in the pursuit
of food security is a central feature of FAO’s programmes, particularly in Africa. FAO is also
helping national and regional institutions to develop their ability to plan the gradual integration
of rural women into development programmes.

Finally, I should like to point out that this Conference will be deliberating on the future
of the Centre on Integrated Rural Development of Africa, an intergovernmental institution that
was set up in response to a request addressed by the African Nations to FAO at the 10th
Regional Conference in 1978.

Mr. Chairman,
Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

You will have noted my emphasis on the sustainable utilization and management of
natural resources, whether these be water, land, forests or fisheries, for therein lies a major
challenge that this continent will have to face if it is to resolve the other challenge of ensuring
sustainable food security for all Africans. These two issues are intrinsically linked, in Africa
more than elsewhere, and it is in Africa that they feature most prominently. I was therefore
very pleased to hear of your representatives’ desire to take up these issues at this Conference,
thereby endorsing the concerns of the Organization and of the international community as
expressed at the World Food Summit and more recently at the first Conference of the Parties to
the Convention to Combat Desertification. As you will have seen from the documents before
you, it is high time that the governments of the region adopt courageous policies on these two
issues and that the international community help them with their implementation. I therefore
await the outcome of your deliberations with great interest and wish you every success in your
work.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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I. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

Organization

L. The Technical Committee of the Twentieth FAO Regional Conference for Africa met
from 16 to 18 February 1998, in the United Nations Conference Centre, Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia.

2. The meeting was attended by 139 delegates from 43 Member Nations of the Region,
five observers from Member Nations outside the Region, one observer from the Holy See, 19
representatives  of the United Nations Specialized Agencies and 22 observers from
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.

Opening Ceremony

3. The meeting was formally opened by the Honourable Mr Getachew Tekle-Medhin,
Vice-Minister of Agriculture of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and addressed by
the Assistant Director-General and FAO Regional Representative for Africa, Mr. B.F. Dada.

4. Mr Dada welcomed the delegates on behalf of the Director-General of FAO, Dr.
Jacques Diouf, and expressed the sincere and deep appreciation of FAO to the Government of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia for accepting to host this Conference and for
putting at disposal the excellent facilities of the United Nations Conference Centre. He thanked
the National Organizing Committee for its dedication and hard work.

5. He referred to the Rome Declaration on World Food Security and World Food Summit
Plan of Action adopted in November 1996. Recalling the goals of the World Food Summit, he
called on the Meeting to examine progress made so far in its implementation and make
recommendations to achieve or even exceed the goals so as to improve the food security and
socio-economic well-being of the most needy.

6. In this connection, Mr Dada underlined the importance of the FAO Special
Programme for Food Security (SPFS) and the Emergency Prevention System (EMPRES) for
Transboundary Animal and Plant Pests and Diseases and informed delegates that FAO’s
decentralization process which was nearing completion had brought to the region experts that
could provide policy advice and technical assistance to countries in the region. He concluded
on the positive note that the meeting’s recommendations would assist the Africa region in its
quest for food security and improvement in the quality of life of its people.

7. In his opening address the Honourable Vice-Minister welcomed all delegates and
observers on behalf of the Government and People of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia and said that the choice of Ethiopia as host for theConference was an honour to his
country.

8. He recalled the important task ahead of this Technical Committee’s session which
traditionally is convened prior to the full ministerial session of the Regional Conference. He
highlighted important issues to be covered such as food security and sustainable rural and
agricultural development in Africa and expressed his confidence that the ensuing deliberations
would result in fruitful and achievable recommendations which would enhance agricultural
development on the African continent. Finally, the Vice-Minister pledged his country’s
continued hospitality to delegates and observers throughout their stay in Addis Ababa.
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Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and Appointment of the Rapporteur

9, The meeting unanimously elected Mr Getachew Teklemedhin, Vice-Minister for
Agriculture of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, by acclamation, as its Chairman.

10. The meeting then elected, also by acclamation, the rest of the bureau members as
follows:

First Vice-Chairman: Mrs Fatma Larbi, Ministry of Agriculture of the
Republic of Tunisia

Second Vice-Chairman: Mr Eric G. Eastman, Deputy Minister, Ministry of
Agriculture, Planning and Development of the Republic
of Liberia

Rapporteur: Dr Khorshed Ginwala, Ambassador and Permanent
Representative to FAO, Embassy of South Africa,

Rome

Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable

11. Meeting considered and adopted the agenda and timetable. The Agenda is given as
Appendix A while the list of documents is shown as Appendix B.

II. TECHNICAL ITEMS

World Food Summit (WFS) Follow-up (ARC/98/4)

12. The meeting recalled that the World Food Summit was convened in Rome from 13 to
17 November 1996 at the level of Heads of State and Government to renew global commitment
to the task of eliminating hunger and malnutrition and to achieve sustainable food security. The
background document ARC/98/4 for this agenda item was reviewed and the meeting noted that
the FAO Regional Conferences had provided major inputs into preparation of the documents
presented at the Summit. The outcomes of the Summit, in particular the Rome Declaration on
World Food Security and World Food Summit Plan of Action were recapitulated and follow-up
activities undertaken so far by Member countries and FAO were presented. The meeting
endorsed the initiatives taken by FAO including, inter alia, Food Insecurity and Vulnerability
Information and Mapping System (FIVIMS), the expansion of the Special Programme for
Food Security and the Emergency Prevention System for Transboundary Animal and Plant Pest
and Diseases (EMPRES).

In particular, the meeting:

a. declared that the WFS had been an outstanding success and congratulated FAO and the
Director-General for this noteworthy achievement in that not only had the Summit sensitized
the world community to the need to eliminate hunger and malnutrition, but had also made
countries focus their attention on this goal and on maintaining sustainable agriculture and rural
development;
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b. commended the Director-General for the positive results of the ongoing FAO priority
programmes formulated in response to the outcome of the Summit as well as implementation of
the decentralization policy which had brought the activities of the Organization closer to

Member countries through the strengthening of the Regional, Sub-Regional and Country
Offices;

c. underlined the importance of the Special Programme for Food Security (SPFS) in
achieving the objective of food security and recommended that the Director-General of FAO
intensify his laudable efforts to mobilize funds for financing projects within this framework;

d. noted that countries had set up national committees comprising Government and civil
society stakeholders in food security and that related national reports on the first year of
implementation of the WES Plan of Action had been prepared as requested by the FAO
Conference;

e. was apprised of aseries of follow-up actions undertaken at the national level which
generally involved:

i) elaboration and adoption of food security strategies - poverty alleviation
programmes, irrigation and water control measures - for improved food production and

sustainable agricultural growth;

i1) revision of national food policies and restructuring of existing institutions to
make them more responsive to national food needs;

iii) decentralization/devolution of decision making to the grassroots level;

iv) liberalization of the macro-economic environment to promote the availability of
credit facilities and enhance food marketing and distribution;

V) diversification of agricultural produce and the reduction of post-harvest losses
to ensure sustainable food production;
f. endorsed the priority given to effective control and management of water for irrigation;
g. noted Member countries’ intense interest in and high priority accorded to livestock

production and protection;

h. emphasized the need to use the expertise available in the Regional and Sub-Regional
offices of FAO to find solutions to problems associated with livestock;

i. highlighted the advantages of South-South Cooperation and supported programumes,
such as the TCDC programmes promoted by FAO;

i noted with satisfaction the development of policies on NGOs and civil society as well as
for women and children, all with the view to ensuring food security at the household level;

k. noted initiatives taken by FAO and other Agencies, to implement follow-up activities
such as workshops, and action taken by NGOs to translate the WFS Plan of Action into local
languages for use by farmers and rural peoples’ organizations;

1. recommended that countries co-ordinate their efforts at the sub-regional and regional
levels to monitor and evaluate follow-up activities of the WFS;
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m. further recommended that existing cooperation between FAO and various regional and
sub-regional groupings and commissions be further strengthened;

n. recommended preparation by the FAO Regional Office for Africa of a synthesis of
African national reports to facilitate the work of the Africa Group at the meeting of the
Committee on Food Security (CES) in 1999;

0. commended FAO for the FIVIMS which is a major effort for quantifying food security
needs and recommended that FAO intensify its efforts in this direction;

p. referred to the multi-sectoral nature of food security and urged that efforts continue to
liaise with other organizations on such matters; in this connection, it welcomed the on-going
cooperation within the UN System and in particular the establishment of the Administrative
Committee on Coordination (ACC) Network on Rural Development and Food Security;

q. noted with appreciation the success achieved by the first TeleFood, organized in
conjunction with the 1997 World Food Day, and urged member countries to take all

appropriate measures to promote the TeleFood initiative in 1998 and subsequent years.

Agricultural Policy for Sustainable Use and Management of Natural Resources (ARC/98/3)

13. The meeting commended the preparation of the document ARC/98/3 for this agenda
item as it comprehensively elaborated on the type of policy concerns which would form the
basis for developing appropriate national and sub-regional policies and strategies 1o address
issues pertaining to sustainable use and management of natural resources in African countries.
The linkages between the sustainability of natural resources, agricultural growth and
development, food security and poverty reduction were highlighted. The meeting also noted the
quality of the paper and its pertinence to current policy debates in Member states. 1t also
agreed that the paper would serve Member states as a working document in the formulation of
their agricultural and food security policies, strategies and programumes. In particular, the
meeting:

a. took note of the fact that the paper was a synthesis of a more comprehensive docuiment
being prepared by FAO in collaboration with the International Institute for Tropical Agriculture
(IITA) that the summary recommendations thus were not exhaustive and that the final document
is to be published;

b. recognized the need for prioritization and sequencing of policy recommendations
outlined at the country level,

c. elaborated additional areas of interest which needed to be addressed, such as:
i) post-harvest losses; poorly developed agricultural input sector and agro-
processing industries; financing in the agricultural sector and indebtedness of
Member states;
i) irrigation, training and management;

iii) alternative energy sources for use at the rural household level;

iv) decentralized institutional arrangements and the definition of  responsibilities;
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v) rapid population growth and its impact on the sustainability of the natural
resource base;

vi) integration of gender perspectives in policy formulation and programme
implementation, through the application of the gender analysis framework;

d. was informed that the term Sub-Saharan Africa should not be used since Africa is one
continent;
e. recommended that the document should define the role of the private and public sectors

in the agricultural development process;
f. recommended further analysis related to issues of privatization and land tenure;

g. underlined the need to create an appropriate framework for the promotion of irrigation
and the utilization of fertilizer and other agro-chemicals in order to increase agricultural
productivity, while preserving the sustainability of farmlands;

h. noted that the privatization of forest development activities should be considered within
the framework of the existing land tenure system in each local community;

I took cognizance of the need for Member states to develop and harmonize their national
forestry and agricultural policies as specified in Agenda 21 of the UN Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED);

] noted that countries outside the Africa Region had experience in watershed
development and management which could be of direct benefit to countries of the region and
recommended the development of capacities in this area through FAO’s TCDC programme,
focusing on marginal zones and poorest farmers;

k. concurred with the participatory approach as proposed in the paper for the process of
policy formulation and strategies;

L review and adoption of the Farming Systems Research/Extension approach to enable
poor farmers access new technologies;

m. noted that while the recommendations made were of a continental nature, each Member
state should adopt those policy options that were appropriate to its situation;

n. endorsed the conclusions and recommendations highlighted in paragraph 62 of the
document (attached as Annex) for presentation to the Plenary Session of the 20th Session of the
FAO Regional Conference for Africa for consideration and possible adoption.
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Future of the Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Africa (CIRDAFRICA) (ARC/98/5)

14. The Secretariat introduced this agenda item on the basis of document ARC/98/5 which
traced the history of CIRDAFRICA from its original mandate to its current state, with pertinent
references to the membership of the Centre, its functions and working strategy, its programme
features and activities, and future perspectives. The present predicament of the Centre and its
inability to function as it should was highlighted and the attention of the meeting was drawn to
the fact that advantage was being taken of the presence of all members constituting the
Governing Council of the Centre at the current Session to facilitate the convening of a board
meeting which had been in abeyance for quite some time. Such a meeting would enable
concrete decisions to be made on the future of the Centre. Specifically, the meeting:

a. entrusted a sub-committee composed of the Member states of CIRDAFRICA to
examine the issue and report to the Governing Council for its decision;

b. expressed its appreciation to FAO for facilitating a meeting of the Governing Council
of the Centre which would be held during this Session of the Regional Conference.

Representation of the Region on the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research
(CGIAR) (ARC/98/6)

15. Document ARC/98/6 was presented as a standing item on the agenda of the Technical
Committee. The meeting noted the importance of agricultural research as an integral element
in finding solutions to the issues of food insecurity, malnutrition, poverty alleviation and natural
resource degradation and in follow-up to the World Food Summit. It was apprised of the
current status of agricultural research in the region as well as the recent developments in the
CGIAR system including a preparatory meeting held in Indonesia in 1996 and the Global
Forum on Agricultural Research convened in Washington, DC, USA, in 1997. Delegates were
reminded of the need for effective participation on the Board of the CGIAR the criteria for
selecting members from the Region and their responsibilities. The meeting:

a. decided to establish a sub-committee comprising Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, FAO and
SPAAR to meet and recommend a candidate for approval by the Technical Committee;

b. considered the existing sub-regional research organisations to be a suitable framework
for effective representation of the region in the CGIAR,;

c. was reminded that by accepting the regional representation, it would become binding
on the country and sub-regional organization to ensure that the incumbent was included in the
country’s delegation to the next Regional Conference; ‘

d. recommended that for the period 1999-2002 the regional representative be selected by
ASARECA and from its sub-region, in view of the fact that in 1994, the regional representative
was selected from the SACCAR sub-region for the period 1994-98 and that in 1996, the
regional representative was selected from CORAF sub-region for the period 1997-2000.
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III. OTHER MATTERS

Progress on the Common African Agricultural Programme (CAAP) (ARC/98/INF/5)

16. The meeting considered this item on the basis of document ARC/98/INF/5. It
reviewed the background and purpose of CAAP, work undertaken by the OAU and FAO on its
development and the recommendations of the Regional Conference at its previous Sessions.
The meeting noted the various actions proposed for the re-launching of the CAAP process
which had been deadlocked due to the slow response of member states to repeated requests by
the OAU/AEC (African Economic Community) Secretariat for their comments and suggestions
on the existing draft CAAP framework document. In particular, the meeting:

a. renewed its endorsement of the requests of the OAU/AEC Secretariat for comments
and suggestions by Member States on the existing CAAP framework document;

b. urged the OAU/AEC Secretariat to make all the background documents on CAAP
available to Member States, to facilitate their response to the requests for observations on the
CAAP framework documents and mobilization of various stakeholders for its development and
eventual implementation;

C. commended the OAU and FAO on their development work on CAAP and encouraged
them to continue to promote it;

d. called on the OAU/AEC and Member states to continue to emphasize the importance
of CAAP and to seek all possible cooperation from the Regional and Sub-Regional groups in
the development of CAAP;

e. recommended that participants constitute themselves aspromoters of CAAP, and in this
regard, urged Member countries to designate CAAP focal points in their respective ministries;

f. recommended that the Director-General continue to monitor progress on CAAP, and
report to the 21st Session of the FAO Regional Conference for Africa on cooperation on CAAP
development received from Member states since the 20th Session and corresponding
achievements; and

g. further recommended that the Director-General continue to support the OAU/AEC
Secretariat, to the extent possible, in moving the CAAP process forward.

Forest Genetic Resources (ARC/98/INF/6)

17. The Meeting noted that document ARC/98/INF/6 was essentially an information
document. It reviewed the proposal for action on the conservation, management, sustainable
utilization and enhancement of forest genetic resources discussed at the Thirteenth Session of
the FAO Committee on Forestry held in March 1997, and at the Tenth Session of the FAO
Panel of Experts on Forest Genetic Resources held in September 1997. Actions taken by FAO
in response to recommendations passed in these fora were then outlined. The meeting:

a. acknowledged the importance of forest resources in Africa and the significance of their
management and decided to recognize the document as one of the working documents;
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b. recognized the vast extent of forest cover in the Central African region (which is more
than 80 percent of 250 million hectares of dense forest) and the importance of many aspects of
forestry phytogenetic resources, such as preservation of the environment, provision of energy
to households, contribution to food security and provision of medicinal plants;

c. recommended that FAO collaborate with the African Timber Organization in planning
a Workshop for the Central African region, similar to scheduled for the Southern and Eastern
African sub-regions in collaboration with IPGRI, ICRAF, SADC and IGAD.
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1IV. CONCLUDING ITEMS

Adoption of the Report of the Technical Committee

18. The meeting considered its report and adopted it after some amendments.

Closure of the Technical Committee Meeting

19. In a brief closing speech to the Technical Committee, Assistant Director-General/FAO
Regional Representative for Africa Mr B.F. Dada pointed out the efficient work done by the
delegates during the preceeding few days and mentioned the unique opportunity for the
presentation of national reports traditional with such meetings. He recalled the high quality of
the deliberations on the major policy documents and thanked all the delegates and observers for
their support in ensuring a successful outcome of the Technical Committee meeting. He further
confirmed that the final report of the meeting would be transmitted to the Regional Conference
for appropriate action. He once more thanked the Government of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia for the excellent facilities made available for the smooth running of the
meeting and for the warm reception accorded to all participants. Finally, he wished those
delegates who might be leaving a safe journey back home and those who might be staying a
pleasant stay.

20. Similarly, the Chairman, Mr Getachew Teklemedhin, Vice-Minister for Agriculture of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, expressed thanks and appreciation to the Bureau,
the FAO Secretariat, the presenters of documents, the ECA - for the excellent facilities made
available for the meeting - and all those who had facilitated the successful outcome of the
meeting in one way or the other. He then formally closed the meeting.
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ANNEX A

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
ADOPTED BY THE TWENTIETH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE
FOR AFRICA

Rapid population growth coupled with serious difficulties policy makers encounter in
designing and implementing policies that could promote a widespread gender-sensitive adoption
of agricultural technologies and practices that are not only productivity-improving, but also
environmentally sustainable, explain the current high rate of natural resource degradation in the
region.

The following policy options could be considered by policy-makers in Africa in an
effort to achieve a broad-based gender-sensitive agricultural growth and development, while
preserving the natural resource base and improving its long-term productive capacity:

1. Create political and social institutions which promote good governance; develop a
broad partnership in the area of natural resource use and management.

2. Specify the division of labour between the private sector, farmers, NGOs and
government;
3. Using cross-sectoral approaches, design and implement macro-economic and sectoral

policy reforms; formulate a national environmental policy; and encourage the development of
rural infrastructure and support services;

4. Explore incremental approaches to change in indigenous land tenure; enact laws that
specify tenancy rights and ensure security even under customary land tenure arrangements; and
develop national land-use planning institution and capacity;

5. Encourage improved relative agricultural commodity prices through liberalization and
privatization of product and factor markets;

6. Encourage widespread use of fertilizers and other technology-carrying inputs through
improvement in input procurement and delivery systems, and promote the utilization of organic
fertilizer;

7. Proiuote community involvement in the management of livestock resources; improve
animal husbandry and privatize, where possible, veterinary services; and encourage destocking
through zducation and better market links and information;

8. Adopt a participatory approach to irrigation policy formulation and appraisal, and
encourage the development of farmers-owned and operated irrigation infrastructure;

9. Design a proper fisheries management framework and strengthening regional
cooperation;
10. While keeping in mind the existing land tenure, encourage the participation of private

sector and individuals in timber and fuelwood planting; privatize the reforestation services,
reassess stumpage fees, and facilitate access to soft credit schemes for tree and fuelwood
planting, reforestation and rehabilitation of degraded areas;
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11. Promote alternative sources of energy inputs, both conventional and renewable, to
enhance productivity of the sector and to address rural household energy needs; and

12. Promote the establishment and use, as a decision making tool, modern environmental
information systems.

13. Promote national forestry policies within the context of regional cooperation, taking
into account indicators of sustainability - as recommended in Agenda 21 of the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development - in order to achieve a sound management of the
interface between forestry and agriculture in Africa.

In a few words, governments have to create a new partnership of shared responsibilities
and mutual assistance among all the stakeholders concerned by agricultural development and
thus the sustainability of natural resources.
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