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SUMMARY OF THE MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

Effects on the Region of the European Single Market, the Political and
Trade Opening-up of Eastern Europe and the Outcome of the Uruguay Round

For the Attention of Goveranments

The Conference:

1. Congidered that the Uruguay Round negotiations should produce
balanced results in all areas, including agriculture, services,
intellectual property rights and trade-related investment matters
{hppendix ¥, para. 14);

2. Stressed the need for an early and successful conclusion of the
GATT Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations (Appendix F, para.
18):

3. Considered that net food-importing countries, including ACP
countries, should receive special treatment in order to adjust to new
market conditions following trade liberalization (Appendix F, para. 19);

4. Urged the European Community to adjust its banana import policy to
ensure full consistency with the proposal for comprehensive tariffication
in the Uruguay Round negotiations (Appendix P, para. 21);

5. Hoped that the negotiations for a new International Coffee
Agreement, including its economic provigions, would be successful and
rointed to the need to continue with the Protocol on Rum that was
featured in the Appendix to the Lomé Convention (Appendix F, para. 21).

For the Attention of FAQ
The Conference:

6. Noted with appreciation the technical assistance provided by FAO to
developing country participants in the Uruguay Round, particularly its
role in the negotiations leading to the draft agreement on sanitary and
phytosanitary measures in the draft Final Act (Appendix F, para. 17);

7. Suggested that FAO examine the advisability of addregsing the
problems of the world sugar market, even though this was being taken care
of by another international agency (Appendix F, para. 21);

8. Stressed the need for FAO to provide continuing assistance to
enhance the countries' competitiveness as exporters and to bring about
appropriate diversification of agricultural sectors (Appendix F, para.
24);




CE S

For the Attention of Governments and FAO
The Conference:

9. Underlined the need for a balanced solution to policy problems in
the world banana market within the framework of the Thirteenth Session of
FAO's Intergovernmental Group on Bananas, to be held in La Lima,

Honduras in November 1992 (Appendix F, para. 21).

Repregentation of the Region on the Consultative Group on International

Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

For the Attention of Governments

The Conference:

10. Elected Chile unanimously as the Region's CGIAR Representative, to
replace Brazil when its mandate ended in 1992 (Appendix F, para. 31).

Food Protection and Control in Latin America and the Caribbean with
Special Reference to Street Foods and Other Products of Potential Risk
for the Consumer and International Food Trade

For the Attention of Governments

The Conference:

11. Stressed the need for strong and concerted action by all countries
of the Region to develop adequate and effective food quality and safety
programmes (Appendix F, para. 34);

12. Emphasized the urgent need for adequate supplies of potable water
for the sale of street foods to reduce one of the most potentially

dangerous sources of contamination (Appendix F, para. 36).

For the Attention of FAO

The Conference:

i3. Expregsed its appreciation for FAO's assistance with regard to the
control of food quality, safety and contamination and for the training of
food inspection, laboratory and management personnel (Appendix F,

para. 35);

14. Called for FAO assistance in preparing manuals for food control
officers and expressed the hope that FAO assistance could be extended to
all the countries of the Region (Appendix F, para. 35).
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For the Attention of Governments and FAO

The Conference:

15. Accorded high priority to working with the Codex Alimentarius
Commission to develop adequate standards for food products, hygiene and
labelling, to control and limit food contaminants and urged rapid
implementation of recommendations at national and regional levels
(Appendix F, para. 34);

16. Endorged the Plan of Action included in the background document and
called for vigorous efforts in its implementation and in that of the
suggestions put forward, within the framework of a more global strategy
(Appendix F, para. 36);

17. Drew attention to the need for programmes that would reduce the
risks of organic and inorganic contamination during the production,
harvesting and handling of raw materials (Appendix F, para. 36);

18. Considered the programmes for the quality control of water used for
agricultural purposes to be of vital importance (Appendix F, para. 36).

Current Status and Future Prospects of Modern Biotechnologies in Latin

America and the Caribbean

For the Attention of Governments

The Conference: -

19. Recommended that the countries exploit the Region's obvious
advantages in biodiversity and other natural resources, reiterating the
need to align activities with the conclusiong reached at UNCED in the

areas of biodiversity and biotechnology (Appendix F, para. 47).

For the Attention of FAO

The Conference:

20. Suggested that FAO look into the feasibility of establishing a
regional interinstitutional body to manage and follow-up biotechnology
activities, mainly in the areas of genetic engineering and molecular
biology (Appendix F, para. 45);

21. Suggested that FAO organize a consultation on agricultural
biotechnology in which representatives of governments, international
technical and financial cooperation organizations, bilateral cooperation
agencies and national programmes would participate in coordinating
ongoing activities and in defining development strategies (Appendix F,
para. 46);
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22. Proposed that FAO consider the possibility of implementing sub-
regional biotechnology programmes with multi-agency coordination, using
already-agreed mechanisms or networks (Appendix F, para. 46);

23. Requested that FAO supplement the current plant biotechnology
database with information on animal biotechnology, as part of an inter-

disciplinary approach (Appendix F, para. 48).

For the Attention of Governments and FAQ

The Conference:

24. Emphasized the need to adapt and transfer advanced biotechnologies
produced in developed countries to conditions in the individual countries
of the Region, to promote vocational training and horizontal technical
cooperation, and to procure funding through a differentiated approach
based on each country's requirements (Appendix F, para. 44).

Country Statements and General Debate on the Food and Agriculture
Situation in the Region

For the Attention of Governments

The Conference:

25. Expressed concern over the increase in poverty and malnutrition,
especially in the rural areas of most of the Region's Member Nations,
which had worsened with the economic adjustment process, and which had
undergcored the need for effective linkage between agriculture and agro-
industry to foster development (para. 24};

26. Stressed the importance of participating in the International
Conference on Nutrition, which would produce the World Declaration and
Plan of Action as a commitment on the part of Member Nations to combat
hunger and malnutrition (para. 24);

27. Suggested that the Member Nations of the Region draw up a common
strategy to deal with the problems that were affecting the internaticnal
agricultural commodity trade (para. 25);

28. Called for a successful early outcome to the negotiations of the
GATT Uruguay Round, though some delegations expressed their pessimism in
this regard (para. 26);

29. Pointed to the need for greater cooperation among the Member
Nations of the Region so that the differences that existed regarding
certain aspects of the external agricultural commodity market would be
constructively resolved (para. 30);

30. Noted that, in view of the new quality and productivity
requirements and the rapid biotechnological headway made in the developed
countries, it was essential for all countries to combine efforts in
maintaining and accelerating integrated regional development (para. 33).




- ix -

For the Attention of FAO

The Conference:

31. Highlighted the need for the cooperation from the Specialized
Agencies, particularly FAO, in the efforts being made by countries to
modernize and diversify their production bases and thus adjust to the new
trade environment (para. 30);

32. Referred to the benefits that would derive from increasing funds to
strengthen the mechanisms and activities of FAO's Technical Cooperation

Programme and of its Technical Cooperation Networks (para. 37).

For the Attention of Governments and FAC

The Conference:

33. Noted the offer of a Delegation to provide infrastructural
assistance in developing and implementing programmes and projects on food
standardization and control, consumer education, staff training and
biotechnology (para. 34);

34. Indicated the urgent need to initiate or continue cooperation
endeavours that focused on the conservation of the environment and the
safe use of agrochemicals within the framework of UNCED's Agenda 21 and
Convention on Biodiversity (para. 35).

Report on FAQ Activities in the Region in 1990-1991

For the Attention of Governments and FAO

The Conference:

35. Expressed its satisfaction with FAO's work, and commended the
activities of the Regional Office (para. 45);

36. Endorsed the Medium-term Plan 1994-99 and stated that the Plan of
Action adopted at the Twentieth Regional Conference remained valid as a
policy framework for the agricultural and rural development of the Region
(para. 45).

Date and Venue of the Twentv-third FAO Reqgional Conference for Latin
America and the Caribbean

For the Attention of Govermments and FAO

The Conference:

37. Took note of the offer of the Delegation of Bl Salvador to host the
Twenty-third Regional Conference, to be held in 1994 and reguested the
Director—-General to determine the venue and date, after consultation with
the Government of El Salvador and other Member Nations of the Region
(para. 48).







INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

Orxganization of the Conference

1. The Twenty~second FAO Regional Conference for Latin America and the
Caribbean was held in Montevideo, Uruguay, from 30 September to
2 October 1992.

2. The Conference was attended by delegations from 25 FAO

Member Nations cof the Region, and observers from countries in other
regiong, various United Nations agencies, regional and sub-regional bodies
and institutions, and non-governmental organizations.

Insugural Ceremony

3. The Conference was solemnly inaugurated in the City Hall of
Montevideo in the presence of His Excellency the President of the Eastern
Republic of Uruguay, Don Luis Alberto Lacalle; the Minister of Livestock,
Agriculture and Fisheries, Mr Alvaro Ramos; the Acting Minister of Foreign
Affaire, Dr Eduardo Mezzera; the Mayor of Montevideo, Dr Tabaré Vazgquez;
the Ministers, Vice-Ministers and Heads of Delegations; the Diplomatic
Corps accredited in Uruguay, and observers from international,
intergovernmental and non~governmental organizations.

4. The Director-General of FAO, Mr Edouard Saouma, thanked the
Government and people of Uruguay for their generous hospitality and
stressed that the presence of the President of the Republic was a clear
testimony of the importance that his Government attached to agricultural
development and international ccoperation. He then invited the President of
the Republic te make his inaugural address.

5. After welcoming the participants on behalf on the Government and
people of Uruguay, the President stated that the world was going through a
process of change in which political stances and ideological systems should
be set aside so that global problems could be addressed pragmatically.

6. He pointed out that the liberalization of trade would generate
greater wealth in both developed and developing countries. He stated that
Uruguay was concentrating on environmentally-friendly products and foods to
safeguard the environment and exploit international trade opportunities. He
also called for greater appreciation of the value of water resources.

7. He stated that the items on the Conference's Agenda, such as
biotechnology, international trade and the Uruguay Round, were important
both to the Region and teo the world. He congratulated FAO on its joint
organization, with the Government of Mexico, of the International
Conference on Respongible PFPishing in Cancln; mentioned Uruguay's concern
for fishery resources in the Southern Atlantic, and urged FAD to support
activities for their conservation and utilization.

8. The Director-General thanked the President of the Republic for his
kind words, for the importance he attached to FAOU's work and for his
comments on the complex issues faclng agricultural policy-planners in the



Region and in the world. The full text of the statement by the President of
the Republic is included in Appendix D to this report.

Blection of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteur

9. The Conference unanimously elected as Chairman Mr Alvaro Ramos,
Minister of Livestock, Agriculture and Fisheries of Uruguay. It also
unanimously elected ag Vice-Chairmen all the Ministers heading delegations:
Mr Marcello Reglinaga, Secretary of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries of
Argentina; Mr Harcourt Lewis, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries
of Barbados; Mr Juan Agustin Figueroa Y&var, Minister of Agriculture of
Chile; Mr Joseph Maynard, Minister of Agriculture of Dominica;

Mr George Brizan, Minister of Agriculture of Grenada; Mr Seymour Mullings,
Minister of Agriculture of Jamaica, and Mr César Antonio Pereira Burgos,
Minister of Agriculture of Panama.

10. The Conference appointed as Rapporteur Mr Samuel Fernéndez,
Ministerial Advisor, Deputy Permanent Representative of Chile to FRO, who
had perfecrmed the same function for the Technical Committee with great
competence.

11. The Conference decided to retain the Drafting Committee of the
Technical Committee, comprising Argentina, Honduras, Jamaica and Uruguay,

with an open invitation to the other delegations to participate.

Bdoption of the Aogenda and Timetable

12. The Conference adopted the Agenda and Timetable, and it is attached
as Appendix A to this report.

Statement by the Director-—General

13. The Director-General began his statement by pointing out that this
was the fourth time that Uruguay was hosting an FAO Regional Conference.

i4. He drew attention to the significant political and economic changes
that were taking place in the world, which also affected Latin America and
the Caribbean. He stated that though the Region was emerging from the
economic and social disasters of the 1980s, the economic structural
adjustments in the various countries had led to an increase in absolute
poverty, particularly in the rural areas.

15. He expressed his concern about the problems of world agricultural
trade which were due to low and unstable commodity prices and to the
protectionism applied, in particular, by many industrialized countries,
which had placed the countries of the Region at a serious disadvantage.
Trade liberalization could provide a much more powerful stimulus to
economic growth and prosperity than aid. He stated that the impact of a
single European market on the preferential market access currently granted
to the CAP countries was a matter of grave concern. In this connection, he
stated that the banana trade situation was of crucial importance to many
countries of the Region and that a positive innovative approach was
required for an effective solution.

1s6. He also drew attention to the extensive economic integration that
was taking place in the Region and that had provided considerable momentum
in recent years.



17. He underlined that agriculture featured prominently in the GATT
Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations for the first time, and
referred to the recognition of FAO's involvement in this connection through
the Codex Alimentarius and the International Plant Protection Convention.

18. He stressed that biotechnology was an appropriate instrument to
develop sustainable production alternatives and referred to the need to
combine efforts along these lines through the creation of such networks as
the Technical Cooperation Network on Plant Biotechnology {(REDBIO) which
constituted a nucleus for the regional exchange of knowledge and expertise.

19. The Director-General concluded by mentioning FAO's role in the
Region and existing cooperation mechanisms, and by reiterating his
anticipation for high-level participation by the Region at the
International Conference on Rutrition.

20. The full text of the Director-General's statement is given in
Appendix E to this Report.

Statement by the Independent Chairman of the FAQ Council

21. The Independent Chairman of the FAO Council, Mr Antoine Saintraint,
thanked the Government of Uruguay for hosting the Conference and for its
excellent organization. He stressed the importance of Regional Conferences
in defining food and agriculture policies, which should be placed within a
regional and global framework to produce more equitable societies.

22. He also stressed that as regards reform, FAO had made a special
effort to examine all the aspects of its activities and bring them into
line with world, especially Third World, development requirements. The
result of this in-depth review had been approved by FAO's Governing Bodies.



SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

The State of Food and Agriculture in the Region

23. The delegations of all the Hember Nations and various observers
intervened in the general debate. They thanked the Government and people of
Uruguay for thelr welcome, and for the facilities made available to the
Conference.

24. The Conference expressed its concern over the increase in poverty
and malnutrition, especially in the rural arsas of most of the Region's
Member Nations which had worsened with the economic adjustment process. In
this context, agricultural and agro-industrial development was essential in
order to alleviate poverty, achieve economic growth and improve food
security, especially in households. It also gtressed the importance of
participating in the International Conference on Nutrition which would
produce the World Declaration and Plan of Action as a commitment on the
part of Member Nations to combat hunger and malnutrition.

25. The Conference expressed its satisfsction with the fact that trade
topics had been included in its Agenda and with the corresponding document
submitted by the Secretariat. It stressed that the Conference was taking
place at a very critical time for the world economy characterized, inter
alia, by an increase in protectionist measures, especially in many
developed countries, the emergence of trading blocs that tended to exclude
the developing countries, and structures that distorted agricultural trade.
These were all factors that led to a very unfair distribution of trade
benefits, and it wase gsuggested that the Member Nations of the Region draw
up a common strategy to deal with these problems.

26. Many delegationsg agreed with the importance attached to the
negotiations for agricultural production and trade liberalization in the
context of the GATT Uruguay Round. They, however, expressed disappointment
that the negotiations had been deadlocked in recent months and called for a
successful outcome as soon as possible, thcugh some delegations expressed
pessimism in this regard. They highlighted the contribution included in the
draft of the Final Act presented by the Director-General of GATT,

Mr Arthur Dunkel, as well as the contributions made by the Cairnsg Group,
particularly its Latin American members.

27. Various delegations pointed out that although agricultural
production and trade liberalization was timely in the present international
context and could significantly assist in boosting the world economy, its
benefits varied from one country to another, and depended on production
base, natural rescurce endowment and market associations. They stressed
that while many countries would benefit from liberalization, the advantages
would not be egualliy sharsed, and some countries could even be
disadvantaged.

28. The delegations of the Caribbean Island States stressed that their
economies were extremely vulnerable to the changes currently under way in
the world market, because of their special characteristics, dependence on
agricultural production, and preferential importation rights to developed
country markets. They also pointed out that agricultural liberalization
and, consgseguently, the potential loss of their preferential status would
exacerbate the current trade problems resulting from increased competition
by other producers and the drop in world prices. The delegations drew



particular attention to their concern regarding possible changes in the
banana and sugar markets as a result of the changing Eurcpean Community
market.

29. They expressed particular concern regarding the changes likely to
occur in the European Community banana market once the Single European
Market rules were put into effect, as Caribbean producers were not able to
compete with exports from other Latin American producers with more
efficient production systems and lower costs. These delegations requested
that the special treatment accorded under the terms of the Protocol annexed
to the Lomé Convention be maintained. They alsc expressed similar concerns
with respect to sugar and rum. ' '

30. These delegations also thought that their economic vulnerability
would make it difficult for them to adapt to the changes in the European
market. They mentioned that serious efforts were already being made to
modernize and diversify their production bases and thus adjust tec the new
trade environment. The Conference highlighted the need for cooperation from
the Specialized Agencies, particularly FAO, in these efforts. They also
pointed to the need for greater cooperation among the Member Nations of the
Region so that existing differences in some of these markets would be
constructively resoclved.

31. Latin American delegations responded positively to this call for
cooperation and expressed their readiness to discuss the situation and seek
fair and balanced solutions to the problems. They advocated dialogue and
cooperation to seek common ground in resclving other existing trade
differences and in enabling them to face challenges presented by the
standstill in the Uruguay Round talks in a more coordinated manner.

32. Several delegations pointed out that present socioc-economic
conditions coupled with the need for a more rational use of natural
regources necessitated recourse to more highly developed technology,
particulary biotechnology, so that these countries could meet the
challenges and succeed in competing in world markets.

33. It was pnoted that, in view of agricultural production restrictions
resulting from new quality and productivity requirements and the rapid
biotechnological headway made in the developed countries, it was essential
for all countries to combine efforts in maintaining and accelerating
integrated regional technological development.

34. The Conference noted the offer of one delegation to provide
infrastructural assistance in developing and implementing the food and
biotechnology programmes and projects mentioned in the Report of the
Technical Committee. These included the formulation of internationally~-
recommended standards and codes of practice in the importing and exporting
of food; the development of appropriate and effective food quality and
safety programmes; the establishment of adequate food product standards for
domestic consumption, hygiene and labelling, and for food contaminant
control and limitation; the training of food inspection, laboratory and
management personnel; the preparation of material to inform and educate the
community regarding food quality and safety procedures; the training of
high-level staff in advanced biotechnologies, and the regional
interinstitutional management and follow-up of biotechnology activities,
particularly in the fields of genetic engineering and molecular biology.




35. Several delegations emphasized the importance of natural resource
congervation and sustainable use, and of biodiversity and biotechnology as
a comparative advantage for regicnal development, and indicated the urgent
need to initiate or continue cooperation endeavours that focused on the
congervation of the environment and the safe use of agrochemicals within
the framework of UNCED's Agenda 21 and Convention on Biodiversity. They
also highlighted FRO's leading role in promoting horizontal cooperation, in
providing technical assistance and in channelling funds for these purposes.

36. On the basis of its experience in and development of agricultural
sciences and biotechnology, one delegation offered to host the consultation
on agricultural biotechnology recommended by the Technical Committee in its
Report during the first half of 1993.

37. A number of delegations underlined the usefulness of horizontal
cooperation, particularly that achieved through FAO's Technical Cooperation
Networks, and hoped that additional funds could be made available to
strengthen their mechanisms and activities. They alsgo recognized the
effectiveness of FAO's Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) and referred
to the benefits that could be expected if the Programme were provided with
additional funds.

38. The representative from the World Food Programme (WFP) provided a
report on food aid activities in the Region asgsociated to development and
relief projects in meeting nutritional needs of resource-poor and
vulnerable populations. He emphasized the technical support received from
FAO in this respect.

33. The Director-General of the Inter-Bmerican Institute for Cooperation
on Agriculture (IICA} underlined that the Conference Agenda proposed
discussion on some of the main areas featuring on the Region's agricultural
agenda in the following years, and indicated that FAO and IICA
collaboration could focus on them. He also emphasized that much more was
regquired from internaticnal organizations within the new context of
international globalization in developing cooperation efforts in such areas
as technological development, germplasm, and biotechnology, trade
liberalization, hunger and poverty elimination, and agricultural
production, modernization and reorientation that emphasized the role of
small farmers. At the end of his statement, he presented the Director-
General of FAO with a silver medal commemorating the fiftieth anniversary
of his Organization.

Report on FAO Activities in the Region 1990-91

40. The Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative for
Latin America and the Caribbean, Mr Rafael Moreno, introduced the item on
FAO Activities in the Region 1990-91,' the document which had been prepared
according to the instructions given by the Twenty-sixth Session of the FAO
Conference (Rome, November 1991) and the guidelines established by the
Twenty-first FAO Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean
{Santiago, July 1991).

41. He stated that, despite budgetary restrictions, FAO had
significantly increased its activities in the Region within a framework of

! LARC/S2/2; LARC/92/2-Sup.1l.



international and regional integration by promoting greater coordination
batween Headquarters, the Regional Office, the Country Representations and
other organizations. This effective coordination had ensured the
geographical coverage of all the Member Nations of the Region and had
enabled the various regional and subregional toplcs of interest to be
addressed.

42. He made particular mention of the regional preparatory neetings for
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), and
highlighted the importance of the meeting in Barbados which had focused
gpecifically on the sustainable development problems of small island
gtates, as well as the meeting in Santiago, Chile, whose conclusions had
been discussed at the Summit in Rio de Janeirc. He also drew attention to
the regional preparatory meetings for the International Conference on
Nutrition that had been held in Mexico and Kingston, and that had produced
Declarations and Plans of Action to address problems associated with food
and nutrition.

43, He reported that FAO had organized a number of regionazl activities
in support of women-related issues, fisheries, forestry, livestock
development and biotechnology. He referred in particular to the
establishment of the Technical Cooperation Network in Support of Rural
Women; the subregional meetings for the Central American and CARICOM
countrieg on resource management in their Exclusive Economic Zones; the
first Latin American Congress on Watershed Management; the support provided
to the Commission on Livestock Development and the promotion of small-scale
livestock development; and the preparation of a regional inventory of plant
biotechnology laboratories.

44. He concluded by emphasizing FAO's determination to continue to
respond to the Region's needs in a committed and forceful manner.

45, The Conference gxpressed its satisfaction with FAO's work, commended
the activities of the Regional Office, and endorsed the Medium-term Plan
1994~99. 1t also gtated that the Plan of Action adopted at the Twentieth
Regional Conference remalned valid as a policy framework for the
agricultural and rural development of the Region.

46. Some delegations asked FAQO to investigate the possibility of having
countries participate in the design and programming of FAO's regional
activities. One delegation requested that documents on FAO's regional
activities include additional information in the future.

47. An observer Member Nation delegate stressed the relevance of the FAO
document and mentioned that his country had provided technical cooperation
for FRD's activities on genestic resources, bictechnology, pesticide
registration and control, agricultural policies and the citrus network.



OTHER BUSINESS

Representation of the Region in ke Consuitstive Croup on Internationpal
Agricultural Research (CCIAR)

48. This item was presented by the Assistant Regional Representative for
Latin  America and the Caribbean, who described the CGIAR's structure and
working mechanisms and stressed the importance that FAO attached to
agricultural research.

49. = Chile was unanimously elected as thes Region's CCGIAR representative,
to replace Brazil when its mandate ended in 1%292.

Date and Venue of the Twenty-third FRO Recional Conference for
Letin America and the Cayibbean

.

50. The Conference took ncte of the offer of the Delegation of

El Salvador to host the Twenty-third Regional Conference to be held in
1994, and reguested the Director-General to determine the venue and date,
after consultation with the Governments of El Salvador and other Member
Nations of the Region.

Adoption of the Report

51. The Conference gdopted its report after introducing the amendments
it considered pertinent.

Closure of the Conference

g82. The Conference thanked His Excellency the President of the Eastern
Republic of Uruguay for having attended the Inaugural Ceremony. It thanked
the people and Govermnment of Uruguay for their generous hospitality and for
the excellent organization of the meeting. It expressed its appreciation

" for the extremely capable manner in which the Minister of Livestock,
Agriculture and Fisheries of Uruguay had presided over its proceedings. The
Conference also thanked the Director—-General of FAO and the Independent
Chairman of the Council for their attendance. Finally, it congratulated the
Rapporteur, Drafting Committee and Secretariat on their excellent work.

53. The Chairman brought the Twenty-second FAC Regional Conference for
Latin America and the Caribbean to a close, thanking the delegations for
their active participation and for the high-level intellectual content of
the technical discusgsionsg that took place.



APPENDIX A

AGENDA OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTES

{28 -~ 29 September 1992)

INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

Opening of the Technical Committee

Election of Technical Committee Chairman and Vice~Chairman, and
Appointment of Drafting Committee

Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable

TECHNICAL ITEMS

Effects on the Region of the Single European Market, the Political
and Trade Opening-up of Eastern Europe and the Cutcome of the

Uruguay Round

Current Status and Future Prospects of Modern Biotechnologies in
Latin America and the Caribbean '

Food Protection and Control in Latin America and the Caribbean, with
Special Reference to Street Foods and other Products of Potential

Risk for the Consumer and International Food Trade

Representation of the Region on the Consultative Grdup.on
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

.

Any Other Business

Approval of the Report

AGENDA OF THE PLENARY SESSION

(30 September - 2 Qctober 1992}

INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

Inaugural Ceremony

Election of Chairman and Vice-~Chairmen, and Appointment of
Rapporteur and Drafiing Committse

Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable
STATEMENTS
Statement by the Director-General

Country Statements and General Debate on the Food and Agriculture
Situation in the Region
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Report of the Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative
on FAO Activities in the Region in 19%0-91

CONCLUDING ITEMS

Any Other Business

Date and Venue of the Twenty-third Regional Conference for
Latin 2Zmerica and the Caribbean

Adoption of the Report (including the Technical Committee Report)

Clogure of the Conference.
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Marcelo REGUNAGA (Argentina}
Harcourt LEWIS (Barbados)
Juan Agustin FIGUEROA YAVAR
(Chile)

Maynard JOSEPH (Dominica)
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Gustavo QLIVERIO
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Embajador de la Replblica
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Montevideo
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Presidente del Servicio Nacional
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Secretaria de Agricultura,
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Presidente del Instituto
Argentino de Sanidad y Calidad
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Ministerio de Economia
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Jorge AMAYA
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Carlos BASCO
Director de Economia
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Internacionales, Secretaria de:
Agricultura, Ganaderia y Pesca,
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Econdmicas Multilaterales

Ministerio de Relaciones
Exteriores y Culto

Buenos Aires

Gloria BAEZ

Coordinadora de Asuntos
Internacionales

Secretaria de Agricultura,
Ganaderia y Pesca

Buenos Aires

Aldo Luis BIONDOLILLO
Director del Instituto de Economia
Sociologia Rural, INTA
Secretaria de Agricultura,
Ganaderia y Pesca

Buenosg Aires

Romé&n ROLDAN
Instituto de Economia y Sociologia
Rural

Buenos Aires

BARBADOS
BARBADE

Head of Delegation

Harcourt LEWIS

Minister of Agriculture, Feood and
Fisheries

Bridgetown
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Alternate

Ruall HARRIS

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Fisheries

Bridgetown

BOLIVIA
BOLIVIE

Jefe de Delegacidn

Antonio MARIACA

Ministro Consejero Encargado de
Negocios a.i.

Embajada de Bolivia en Uruguay

Montevideo

Suplente

Juan Carlos TERRAZAS

Primer Secretario

Emabajada de Bolivia en Uruguay
Hontevideo

BRAZIL
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ERASIL

Head of Delegation

José VIEGAS FILHO

Embassador

Director, Department of
International Organizations

Ministry of External Relations
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Aiternates
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Ministry of External Relations
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Lecnilda ALVES CORREA
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External Relations
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Secretary
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Ministro Consejero
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de Chile ante la FAO

Roma

Victor ZUNIGA RODRIGUEZ
Subdirector Nacional

Oficina de Esgtudios y Politicas
Agrarias (ODEPA)

Santiago

Antonio BAYAS

Jefe Departamento de Organismos
Econdémicos Internacionales

Ministerio de Relaciones
Exteriores

Santiago
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COLOMBIE

Jefe de Delegacidn

Ivédn MARULANDA GOMEZ
Embajador de Colombia ante la FAO
Roma

Suplentes

Jorge Enrique GARAVITO~DURAN
Embajador de Colombia en Uruguay
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Gonzalo BULA HOYOS
Embajador Misidn BEspecial
Roma

Fabio AVELLA MARTINEZ
Congejero

Ministerio de Relaciones
Exteriores

Bogoté

COSTA RICA

Jefe de Delegacidn

Jaime BOTEY
Embajador de Costa Rica en Uruguay
Montevideo
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Jefe de Delegacidn

Abilio CARDENAS GARCIA
Viceministro

Ministerio de Agricultura
La Habana

Suplentes

Grafila SOTO CARRERO

Especialista

Organismos Econdmicos
Internacionales

La Habana

Enrigque GOMEZ SOLER
Consejero Comercial
Embajiada de Cuba en Uruguay
Montevideo

DOMINICR
DOMINIOUE

Head of Delegation

Maynard JOSEPH
Minister of Agriculture
Rossau

ECUADOR
BEQUATEUR

Jefe de Delegacidn

Ricarde DAVILA ESPINEL
Subsecretario de Agricultura
Quito

Suplente

Humberto JIMENEZ

Encargado de Negocios del Ecuador
en Uruguay

Montevideo

Marion VON ZITZEWITZ
Embajador de El1 Salvador en
Uruguay

Montevideo

Suplente

Roberto CORDERO

Primer Secretario
Ministerio de Agricultura
San Salvador

GRENADAR
GRENADE
GRANADA

Head of Delegation

George BRIZAN

Minister for Agriculture, Trade,
Industry and Energy

St. George's

GUATEMALA

Jefe de Delegacidn

Mario ROSAL
Embajador de Guatemala en Uruguay
Montevideo

HONDURAS

Jefe de Delegacidn

Francisco MATAMOROS
Viceministro de Recursos Naturales
Tegucigalpa

Suplientes

Concha Marina RAMIREZ DE LOPEZ

Representante Permanente de
Honduras ante la FAO

Roma

Oscar Armando NUNEZ SANDOVAL
Viceministro de Economia
Tegucigalpa
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JAMAICA
JAMATQUE

Head of Delegation

Seymour MULLINGS
Minister of Agriculture
Kingston

Alternate

Clarence FRANKLIN
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture
Kingston

MEZICO
MEXIQUE

Jefe de Delegacién

Carlos TORRES MANZO
Coordinador General
Comisidn Nacional de la
Alimentacidn

Ciudad de México

Suplentes

Elias REYES BRAVO

Jefe Departamento para Organismos
Egpecializados para Naciones
Unidas

Secretaria de Agricultura y
Recursos Hidraulicos

Ciudad de México

Adolfo TREVINO ORDORICA

Agesor Secretaria de Agricultura y
Recursos Hidraulicos

Ciudad de México

NICARAGUA

Jefe de Delegacién

Hugo F. CASTILLO RAMIREZ
Encargado de Negocios en Uruguay
Montevideo

PANAMA

Jefe de Delegacidn

César Antonio PEREIRA BURGOS
Ministro de Agricultura
Ciudad de Panami

Suplente

Luis ABRAHBMS

Embajador de Panamd en Uruguay
Montevideo

PARAGUAY

Jefe de Delegacidn

Benito PEREIRA SAGUIER
Embajador de la Repiblica de

Paraguay en Uruguay
Montevideo

Suplenteg
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Primer Secretario

Embajada del Paraguay en Uruguay
Montevideo

Gustavo GOMEZ COMAS

Adicto Embajada

Embajada del Paraguay en Uruguay
Montevideo
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Jefe de Delegacidn

José Carlos DAVILA PESSAGNO

Representante Alterno del Perd
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Ministerio de Relaciones
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Suplentes

Pablo CISNEROS

Tercer Secretario

Embajada del Perl en Uruguay
Montevideo

Mercedes ALAYO NIETO

Agregada Civil

Representacidn Permanente del Perd
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Ministerio de Relaciones

Exteriores

Lima



DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
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REPUBLICA DOMINICANA

Jefe de Delegacidn

Yolanda MORILLO DE ACOSTA Y LARA

Ministro Consejero

Encargada de los Asuntos
Consulares de la Repiblica
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Hontevideo

Suplente

Maria Elena SANZ LAJARA
Consejero

Embajada de la Repiblica
Dominicana en Uruguay
Montevideo

SURINZME

Head of Delegation

George D. SOERJOESING

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry and Fisheries
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
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TRINIDAD Y TABAGO

Head of Delegation

Winston RUDDER

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Land and
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Port of Spain

URUGURY

Jefe de Delegacién

Alvaro RAMOS TRIGO

Ministro de Ganaderia, Agricultura
y Pesca

Montevideo
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Suplentes

Pedro SARAVIA
Subsecretario
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Ministerio de
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Gonzalo CIBILS

Director General de Servicios
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Montevideo
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Director General de Recursos
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Montevideo

Juan E. ORIBE STEMMER

Director General del Instituto
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Montevideo

Juan C. JORGE HIRIART

Coordinador

Unidad de Proyectos y Cooperacidn
Técnica

Ministerio de Ganaderia,
Agricultura y Pesca

Montevideo

Elbio ROSSELLI

Director de Organismos Econdémicos
Internacionales

Ministerio de Relaciones
Exteriores

Montevideo
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Graziella DUBRA

Representante Permanente Alterno
ante la FAO

Roma
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Segunda Secretaria

Ministerioc de Relacliones
Exteriores

Montevideo

VENEZUELA

Jefe de Delegacidn

Alberto José MESTAS
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Internacionales
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MEMBER ORGANIZATION
ORGANISATION MEMBRE
ORGANIZACION MIEMBRO

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (EEC)
COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE EUROPEENNE (CEE)
COMUNIDAD EZECONOMICA EUROPEAR (CEE)
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First Secretary
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the European Communities
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Secretario Auxiliar de Pesca
Ministerio de Agricultura
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APPENDIX D

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE EASTERN REPUBLIC OF UﬁUGUAY,
DR LUIS ALBERTC LACALLE

Dr Director-General of FAO,

Mr Chairman of the Council,

Honourable Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Honourable Minister of Livestock, Agriculture and Fisheries,
Mr Mayor,

Distinguished Delegates,

The Government of the Republic today opens its doors, the doors of
the country, to this meeting which isg taking place at a time when the whole
world, which is in a state of such upheaval, is questioning fundamental
aspects of the way we live. I would say, contrary to what has been stated,
that we are not before a new world order, but are undergoing a tremendous
process of reorganization. And, believe me, this goes far beyond the
notorious eye-catching conflicts that fill our newspapers, that are on
television and the radio every day, that are so very painful to us ag human
beings, and that are so contrary to the spirit of brotherhood that the
world needs. There are perhaps in the disorder - or in the process of
organization, but certainly not in the order, for there is no order -
underlying ontological problems. These are basic questions that human
beings are asking themselves, not only at the level of those in government
who by the nature of their profession are forewarned and forearmed; not
only at the level of the political experts; not only at the level of the
intellectuals; but at the level of the ordinary citizens who, thanks to the
information made readily available by the mags media, ask themselves: is
this really possible? Will matters get worse than they are now in Sarajevo
and the Middle East? Worse than the current racial and trade problems that
are emerging in many countries? Do we really have to live in a world where
three out of four people go to sleep hungry and where, even more
dramatically, the fourth wonders whether to go on a diet? What this means,
dear friends, is that our world, the world we have been given and in which
we all have some form of influence, that this world is tremendously
conflictive. Much progress has been made - for we should not be overly
negative or apocalyptic about the world's prospects — but there is no
denying that progress often has a less appealing underside. Perhaps so that
we do not forget that the world will always remain as such, that human
nature, since it was first led into temptation, has always struggled and
will always struggle between good and evil. Perhaps this is why we are
faced with problems that would amaze, shock and distress not only our
grandparents, but our very parents.

Therefore a meeting that groups together food, agriculture and human
resource policy-planners is undoubtedly important, but only on the
condition that we leave behind the ideologies that have caused so much
damage, and commit ourselves to the supreme virtue of politicians, which is
to act pragmatically and practically. Thig, of course, does not mean
abandoning one's scale of values which serves the same function as the keel
of a boat that, though unseen, keeps it on course. But there is no doubt -
and this has been made clear by events - that we should discard ideological
stances that are going to predetermine the solutions we come up with. If we
know that producing food will partly resolve the food problem in the world,
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why then do we immediately come up against tariff and non-tariff barriers,
followed by logistical proklems, and then lecal political problems? Why do
we need to consider the political implications before we decide who o feed
and who to leave hungry? If we allow such factors to influence usg then
unwittingly, and sometimes wittingly, we are at fault and sinning against
life.

Such is the international context in which you will be discussing
many issues that are of utmost interest to my country, our country. Not
only as a country that has traditionally been devoted to food production,
but alsc as a country which, despite ite small gize, has been an active
participant in all of mankind's great endeavoursg and which has produced
citizens who have gone out and initiated the work we want to continue, to
make a contribution, with our people, with our talent and with our skills,
in attaining peace among nations so that we may all include ourselves among
those blessed at the Sermon on the Mount.

You will be discussing biotechnology and various aspects of
international trade, which, believe me, is a matter of great concern to us.
Under the guidance of our great compatriot, Enrique Iglesias, our nation
gave rise to the Uruguay Round, which, though not gquite on its deathbed,
certainly lacks the vitality it should have. Many of its key players eare
prevented from making decisions and are therefore failing to work towards a
successful outcome because of economic, electoral and circumstantial
considerations.

And yet the disastrous recession that is now taking hold in Europe,
the United States and the Far East clearly showg that there are no national
paths towards recovery. The world today is so interlinked that measures
designed to reduce interest rates, loosen or sgueeze credits and even
provide subsidies fail to have any effect even on the major economies.
There is so much interlinkage, and the flow of money and information -
which is power - is so great that no country can keep out of economic
trouble alone. And yet, paradoxical as it may seem, we have within our
reach the only viable means of recovery, which is extensive trade
liberalization. Because this is something that is clearly understood by the
entrepreneur in any countrxy, by the producer, farmer, livestock breeder,
fisherman or industriaslist in any part of the world, because they all know
that more trade brings greater prosperity. This is the only key to
recovery, even for the economies of the developed countries. And vet they
adopt pogitions, which of course we understand (the world is not such an
easy place) but which at times prevent them from being a little more
farsighted and from reazlizing that an increase in trade of one trillion
dollars ig the solution for the world's esconomies. It is pointless for the
central banks to adjust thelr interest rates or to introduce measures that
were valid twenty years ago in reviving today's economies whose gstrength is
derived from their interdependence but also at times from their
vulnerability. That is why countries such as ours, that have reduced
tariffs, that have opened up their economies, that have listened to the
mighty centres of international power, have asked for instructlions ag to
what to do. aAnd once we have followsd thess instructions, we have asked
ourselves where the investment was and whether many of the large countries
actually practise what they preach. In other words, we are living in a
world that is full of paradoxes, full of contradictions that asppear to have
no solution.

You will be examining matters that are related to all this, or that
will at least serve as a springboard for futher developments. CQur country
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is concentrating on two or three aspects of agricultural production, one
being the launching of Uruguayan products under the slogan "Uruguay - At
One With Nature". This is a comparative advantage that we intend to pursue
and that we are promoting throughout the world. We are already exporting at
higher prices because we are selling healthy, wholesome products - not only
wholesome for consumers, but also wholesome for the environment in the
sense that the biological chain is not being disrupted by products that
artificially accelerate the biological process. I would even go so far as
to say that our aim is for people to understand that a preduct's true
nobleness lies in its respect for nature's cycles. Uruguay, at one with
nature with regard to its meat, with regard to its agricultural produce,
will be, and is, an objective that is already bearing its first fruits,
though it is of course not a new feature. Simply, as the world concentrates
more on wholegome products and focuses more on what is good or better,
trade opportunities will be opened up to us.

Our country, which is blessed by Divine Providence with a pleasant
geography, which is crisscrossed by thousands of streams and rivers and
which lies on one of the largest aguifers of the world, has not yet really
understood the true value of water. Together with the Minister of
Livestock, we are making efforts to overcome this barrier, which is
cultural rather than technical.

We had a conversation this morning with the Director-Genersal which
- for me at least -~ was very educational and instructive. We told him that
it was not a question of not knowing how to use water: we have drip
irrigation; we know through our rice cultivation how to irrigate large
areas; we have irrigation by gravity; we have water close at hand, and we
have water in our streams and rivers. Here, as in many other areas, what we
are up against is a mental block, the failure of farmers to realize that
water is their greatest asset for the future - not only to prevent drought,
which is a biblical scourge that affects this part of the world every now
and then, but also as a competitive advantage. I refer to water as and when
we need it to accompany the life cycles of seeds and crops. This ig a vital
feature around which we need to educate once more, to train, to break down
cultural barriers and which we need to include in our overall conception of
agriculture.

We welcome, Mr Director-General, the outcome of the Conference on
Fisheries in Mexico which has raised the level of concern over this
resource and which is for us indicative of how the international
community's conscience has developed. It is no longer a matter of how to
fish, where to find fish or how to increase catches, but of realizing that
the world’'s resources are finite, not infinite. This is a qualitative
landmark of the twentieth century, with mankind realizing that there are
physical and quantitative limits to the way we can employ the world's
natural resources.

One of our concerns, Mr Independent Chairman of the Council,
Mr Director-General - and you have heard me say this before, for this is
not new and I believe it is shared by most of my Uruguayan counterparts -
is the conservation of the sea's resgources. We are worried about the large
fishing grounds in the international waters of the Southern Atlantic, one
of the greatest reserves of biomass inherited by mankind which we also take
advantage of when in our waters. We are worried about their protection, and
if there is one organization that can raise the level of awareness on this
matter, then it is the Organization under your leadership which has, as one
of its fundamental aims, the conservation of resources. We have in those



- 32 =

enormous stretches of water the means of feeding thousands and millions of
individuals. In fact, those of us who love the sea know and believe that
this is perhaps where the solution to feeding the world's population lies,
more than anywhere else. But these rescurces, which belong to nobody and
yet to everybody, should be esgpecially protected.

I believe therefore, distinguished Delegates, that the items on your
agenda, the issues I have raised and anything that might arise during your
meeting are relevant and important, at a time when just about everything
has resulted in squabbling and arguing. Your discussions will be dealing
with life itself, which is the top priority. Without respect for life, we
are guilty of irreversibly damaging mankind's most important cultural
value. We do not live by bread alone, but we need bread to have faith and
to listen to the words of God. Therefore, let every one of us, within our
different levels of responsibility, attempt to make sure that each night
there is gomeone who is a little less hungry, and therefore a little more
hopeful with regard to the future.
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STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

Mr Chairman, Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates and Observers,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This is the fourth occasion on which the Government of Uruguay has
80 generously hosted the FAD Regional Conference for Latin America and the
Caribbean. It is a great pleasure to be in the magnificent city of
Montevideo and to enjoy the warm, friendly welcome of its people. Indeed,
we are delighted to be able to experience once again the natural splendour
of this beautiful country as well as the special spirit with which it has
ingpired culture and nurtured democracy.

On behalf of myself and all assembled here, may I convey our sincere
thanks and appreciation to the Government of Uruguay for the wonderful
hospitality accorded to us.

The Present Situation

We meet in what ig a landmark year, the 500th anniversary of the
arrival of Christopher Columbus in America. So much has happened since this
meeting between Europe and the Americas which has brought about profound
and far-reaching changes in the world and especially in this continent.

Ag we approach the third millennium, the pace of history seems to
have suddenly quickened. Winds of change are blowing around the globe,
sweeping aways political and economic systems that have long governed the
lives of hundreds of millions of people. There seems to be a greater stet
to embrace new ideas, a willingness to accept new systems.

Latin America and the Caribbean have not been immune to the impact
of these historical changes. For the first time since their independence in
the early nineteenth century, almost all countries in the Region now have
democratic systems of government. The role and functions of governments are
being redefined. Increasingly, they reflect new thinking on development and
trade policies, and a strengthening of the solidarity within the Region as
well as with the resto of the world.

Only now is the Region emerging from the "lost decade" of the 1980s,
which took such a heavy economic and social toll, particularly among the
underprivileged and poor. The tide seems to be turning, even if a little
slowly. Many of your countries have made progress in restoring the overall
balance in their economies, reducing, inflation, attracting outside
investment and improving their ability to compete in world markets.
Agricultural production has shown modest growth in 1991, in line with the
general trend in recent yearsg.

But, despite these improvements, the average per caput output stands
at a level reached a decade and a half ago. Severe social and economic
problems persist. The pace of population growth still needs to be
moderated. The drift from agriculture and altered patterns of food demand.
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In a number of countries, the deterioration in the guality of life among
rural people is impeding progress. In addition, structural adjustments of
national economies have contributed to an increase in absolute poverty,
particularly in rural areas.

The External Debt Problem

Despite several initiatives, high levels of external debt contunue
to be a major problem. While the total external debt in the Region declined
slightly, the burden of servicing it increased in 1991, reflecting, among
other things, the slowdown in world trade, stagnation in export sarnings
and an increase in repayments. The ratio of debt gervice payments to
experts rose from 26 percent in 1990 to 30 percent in 1991. Yet without a
reduction of the debt burden there can be little hope of stimulating
greater investment in economic growth and social development.

Improved Regional Trade and Economic Integration

At the same time the pace of regional economic integration has
accelerated. The members of the Andean Group and of CARICOM have agreed to
establish common markets by 1993. Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and our host,
Uruguay, entered into an agreement in March of this year establishing
MERCOSUR which will lead to a full common market by 19%4. Recently, Mexico
and the five Central American republics signed a framework agreement
preparing the way for free trade by 1996.

Elsewhere in the hemisphere, trade and investment agreements are
being forged. The recent successful negotiations between Mexico and the
United States and Canada should lead over the next 15 years to a North
American Free Trade Area (NAFTA). The population in this area, at 360
million people, is much larger than any other market in the industrialized
world, including that of the EEC. Interestingly, NAFTA provides for other
countries to join it. In addition, the United States, under the Enterprise
for the Americas Initiative, has announced a proposal to form a free trade
zone in the hemisphere.

All these developments raise the vision that eventually a continent-
wide free~trade area might be created stretching from Alaska to Tierra del
Fuego.

Importance of the International Trade Environment

With more than 85 percent of merchandise exports and 90 percent of
agricultural exports going to countries outside the Region, the economic
prospects for Latin America and the Caribbean are tied inextricably
todevelopments in world markets. It is therefore a matter of some concern
that many of the problems confronting world agricultural trade have
actually worsened since the 19808 as a result of low and unstable commodity
prices and protectionism, especially in many industrialized countries.

Depressed Commodity Prices

Demand for the region's exports has remained weak, mainly because of
the slow growth in the ecconomies of the developed countries. Commodity
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prices have remained depressed generally and terms of trade have
deteriorated. In real terms the prices of crucial agricultural exports such
ag coffee and sugar are now a third of their 1980 levels. Wide fluctuations
in export prices have added to the difficulties and uncertainties of
producers. The Region's share of world agricultural exports has also fallen
gince 1980Q. In fact, the purchasing power fo its agricultural exports is
now lower than a decade ago, and the link between low commodity prices and
the illegal trade in narcotic drugs can no longer be ignored.

For developing countries to increase production would be utterly
futile if in the end they cannot get a reasonable return for their exports.
Traditional international agreements on commodities, with their provisions
on price and stocks, seem tobe losing their appeal. Not surprisingly, this
leads to a search for new approaches. In thig search, due consideration
needs to be given to the realities of world trade, including the role and
influence of some large transnational corporationsg on production,
processing and prices.

Persisting Protectionism

Continuing high levels of protectionism in many industrialized
countries are a major barrier toprogress. The protection of domestic
markets for agricultural commodities, especially the wmore processed
products, remains very high in these countries. According to QECD figures,
in the industrialized countries total transfers from consumers and
taxpayers assovliated with agricultural policies to totalled record UsS$320
billion ia 1991.

It is a cause of great disappeintment and frustration that trade
likerslization, which has led to a massive dismantling of trade barriers in
the Reglon and in many other developing countries, has not been accompanied
by similar measures in many industrialized countries. This has placed
producersg in the Region at a grat disadvantage. Not only do they have to
industrialized countries in world markets, but also, very often, in their
own domestlic markets.

Gaing from the Liberaligzatiom of Trade

On the whole, removal of protectionist barriers would be in the
interest of all countries, including the developing countries. Trade
liberalization con provide a much more powerful stimulug to economic growth
and prosperity than aid. Clearly, a successful and early conclusion of the
Uruguay Round negotiations would provide a tremendous boost to recovery and
progress.

As is well known, agriculture has figured prominently for the first
time in the GATT rounds. FAO has been associated with these negotiationsg,
especially in respect of the sanitary and phytosanitary barriers to trade, -
with specific recognition being given to the important roles of Codex
Alimentarius and the International Plant Protection Convention.
Unfortunately, differences between the two major trading partners over
whether and how to reduce farm subsidies continue to stand in the way of
progress towards a succegsful conclusion of the overall negotiations.



Breaking the deadlock in ths GRTT negotiations is especially
important for this Region which is szpected to benefit substantially from
the removal of protectionist barriers, particularly in the food and
agriculture sector. According to one study, a reduction of 20 percent in
producer prices in the agriculture ssctor of the main developed countries,
as envisaged in the so-called Dunkel Package, would result in an overall
net trade gain for the Region of some US5450 million. Of course, the extent
of the benefits would vary from country to country, with some countries
possibly losing out in net terms. Much would depend on the commodities that
they export and import, the main markets to which they export, and the
impact on preferential conditions of market access.

Implications ¢f a Unified Furovean Market

Equally important for trade prospects in the Region is progress
towards a single Buropean market. The EEC has a long-standing relationship
with the CARICOM ccuntries through the Lomé Convention and with the Central
American countries through the 8San Josgé accords. Over the past 18 months,
the EEC hasg also signed bilateral trade agreements with the Andean Group,
Brazil, Chile, Mexico and Uruguay. Clearly, the impact of a unified
Buropean market on market asccess and the preferential access at present
accorded to the ACP countries are matters of major concern.

In this context, the position with respect to the banana trade is of
crucial importance to many countries in the Region. A los of good will and
innovation will ke needed to arrive at a practical solution. Account should
be taken of both GATT principles and the interests of smaller countries
that depend heavily on banana exports for foreign exchange earnings.

Latin America's Role in Meeting Rizing Demand

Over the next three decades, the world population will grow by 3
billion people, adding dramatically to the demand for food, clothing and
other basic needs. Food and agricultural output alone will have to be
doubled. It is therefore essential that trade and economic cooperation
within the Region should foster an expanding and dynamic relationship with
the resto of the world. Iis future prosperity will be that much more secure
if it is firmly anchored to the expanding global trads.
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elsewhere in the world, a word of warning is called for: the natural
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Urgent Need for Resesreh in Sustainable Boricultural Development

The Region must thus produce more, gensrate more income and
employment, and yet conserve its natural heritage. Do we have the knowledge
and technology to achileve these objectives? Intensive agricultural
production, whith typically relies on a massive application of pesticides
and fertilizers, has been criticized for harming the environment. Bubt, in
the absence of any viable and proven alternative, we may have no other
option than to depend upon these same technologiss. Obviously, every effort
must be made to use them in a safer, more carsful way so as to avoid, or at
least minimize, damage to the environment.

Thig does not mean that we should accept the status quo. Research
needs urgently to be directed at finding and developing alternatives that
are both environmentally friendly and that have the capacity to produce
what ig required. Biotechnology holds some promise in this respect. But
research in biotechnology is often costly. To date, it has been mainly the
province cf large corporations and has focused mostly on crops and
livestock varieties that are suited to temperate zones and for which
markets exist primarily in the developed world.

However, the Region has the tremendous advantage of a vast reservoir
of biodiversity. The need, therefore, is to join together through networks
and other means of information exchange to develop new technologies and
varieties. Already, the FAO~sponsored Technical Cooperation Network on
Plant Bilotechnology (REDIBIC)} has brought together 18 countries in the
Region. A nucleus for regional cooperation is accordingly in place.
Biotechnology can be expected to assume increasing importance in raising
producticn, incomes and export earnings in the future.

FAQO in the Region

The region has shown great vitality on environmental issues. I need
only mention the initiative in hosting earlier this vear the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development (UN&%ED}g perhaps better known as
the Earth Summit. The Agenda 21 adopted by this historic meesting covers a
very wide range of FRO programmes. We stand ready to cooperate fully with
the countries of the Reglon and other organization in the follow-up process
to UNIéED. FAC is already supporting the Amazon Cooperation Treaty. We are
providing support toits Secretariat and helping to prepare a package of
environmentally-sound projects for thig vast expanse of humid tropical
forest.

FAO through its Regional Office in Santiago, Chile, and its network
of country vepresentatives is well placet to assist governments in the
Region. Cur mandate is to support efforts to improve living conditions,
particularly in rural areas, to develop agriculture, forestry and fisheries
on a sustainable basis, and to increase the capacity of the Region to
compete in the world market. Qur role is catalytic, setting norms and
standards, providing access to and disseminating the latest knowledge and
technigques, and encouraging investment in technical assistance and
development.

At present, FAO's Fis
Region amounting to some U
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level of some USS$70 million, more than double the level financed by UNDP.
The increasing share of Trust Fund projects is a healthy sign for the
future because of the decline in projects executed by Specialized Agencies
following the new support custs arrangements being introduced by UNDP.

FAC cooperates with many regional and international organizations,
such as ALADI, IICA, SELA, UPEB and IDB, to name but a few. We are
particularly keen to finalize a formal agreement with IDB that would
enhance our collaboration in the future.

The International Conference on Nutritien

Before closing, I would like torefer to the International Conference
cn Nutrition (ICN) which is to be held in Rome in December this year under
the joint sponsorship of FAO and the World Health Organization. Your
Region's preparations for the ICN culminated in the convening of two
meetings, one in Mexico and the other in Jamaica, in March this year.
Subsequently, a very fruitful meeting of the Preparatory Committee was held
in August paving the way for a successful conference in December. I look
forward to the high-level participation of countries from the Region at the
ICN as we endeavour to set the agenda and plan of action for achieving the
common goal of better nutrition and food security for all.

Concluding Remarks

The Latin America and Caribbean Region has always participated
vigorously and congtructively in international forums. Your Region, ag a
firm and consistent supporter of FAO, has contributed immensely to ensuring
that it remains a strong and credible multilateral organization working for
the benefit of all of its Member Governments. I have no doubt that, with
its abundant resources and capacity, it has a vital part to play in meeting
the growing needs of the world, and a heavy responsibility as a champion of
multilateralism in international institutions.

We in FAO always derive the greatest satisfaction from being og
gervice to the Region, and we look forward to continued and increased
collaboration in the future. The strong suppeort that the Region has always
given to FAO is of particular importance for preserving and strengthening
it as a truly international organization. Let me take this opportunity to

express my sincere appreciation and thanks also for the support that I have
personally received from all of you.

In conclusion, I wish you complete success in your deliberations
during the Conference. I am confident that the results will provide yet
furgher impetus for our work and for regional cooperation inthe vital
secter of agriculture and rural development.



APPENDIX F

REPORT OF THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

(Montevideo, Uruguay, 28-30 September 1992)

i. The Assistant Director~General, FAO Regional Representative for
Latin America and the Caribbean, inazugurated the Technical Committee on
behalf of the Director-General, welcomed the Delegates and Observers and
thanked the Government and people of Uruguay for their hospitality.

Election of Chaiyman, Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur

2. The Committee unaminously elected as Chairman Mr Pedro Saravia,
Under-Secretary for Livestock, Agriculture and Fisheries of Uruguay. It
algo unanimously elected Mr Ruall C. Harris, the Permanent Secretary for
Agriculture, Food and Fisheries of Barbados, as its Vice-Chairman.

Mr Samuel Fernéndez, Ministerial Advisor and Deputy Permanent
Representative of Chile to FAQ was elected Rapporteur.

3. The Drafting Committee was made up of the delegates of Argentina,
Hondurag, Jamaica and Uruguay, with an open invitation to the other

delegates to participate.

Adoption of Agends and Timetable

4. The Conference adopted the Agenda and Timetable, found in
Appendix A.

The Effects on the Region of the Single Burcopean Market, the Political and
Trade Opvening~up of Fastern Europe end the Outcome of the Uruguay Round

5. The Director of the ECLAC/FAC Joint Agricultural Division presented
& synopsis of this item.' He began by emphasizing the importance of the
igsue for Latin America and the Caribbean, and drew attention to the impact
of the support policies implemented by the industrialized countries on the
Region's agricultural sectors., He menticned in particular the adverse
effects of the EBuropean Community's (EC) Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
on exports from Latin America and the Caribbean.

5. He also indicated that the speed and nature of the changes taking
place in Europe and the standstill in the Uruguay Round Multilateral Trade
Negotiations made it difficult to determine their impact on agriculture and
agricultural trade in Latin America and the Caribbean. These changes would,
however, have a profound effect on the Region, as they would alter the
relative position of the countries in the so~called EC "Privilege Pyramid".

7. The Director observed that the changes would have an important
impact on agro-food trade. He mentioned in particular: (i) the changes
introduced in the CAP; (ii) the integration and consolidation of the
European economy (SEM 1992) and the financial and political integration
envigaged under the Maastricht Treaty; (iii) the emergence of a new
"European Economic Area" with closer ties and integration between the

! LARC/92/3
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Community and the EFTA and Eastern EBuropean countriesg; and (iv) the GATT
Uruguay Round trade negotiations.

8. He pointed out that the Region's exporters would have to face
increasingly competitive and sophisticated markets in the developed
countries, with higher technical and quality standards that presented new
and greater challenges. He stated, however, that the entry into effect of
the SEM and the larger economic areaz would also offer export opportunities
for the Region.

9. He stressed that the specific impact of these changes on the
Region's exports would depend on the following factors: (i) the
introduction and effective implementation of the SEM 1992 rules and
mechanisms; (ii) progress in amending the CAP; (iii) the EC's capacity to
absorb a new economic area of continental proportions; (iv) changes in the
EC's trade relations and system of preferences; (v) the characteristics and
structure of the production base and of the Region's export profile; and
(vi) the ability of Latin American and Caribbean governments, producers and
entrepreneurs to react to developments.

10. He stated that the changes examined in the document would be
numerous and would have a deep impact on the Latin American and Caribbean
countries. He believed that there could be new opportunities with positive
effects in some cases, but adverse impacts on agricultural and export
growth in others.

11. He stressed that actions to exploit the new opportunities should not
focus exclusively on increasing exports, but should also concentrate on the
equitable development of sustainable agriculture and production changes.

12. The document suggested that consideration be given to the following
specific actions: (i) more active and coordinated participation of all the
Region's countries in the GATT Uruguay Round; (ii) greater consolidation of
broader trade and such cooperation agreements as the Initiative for the
Americas, and the development of new links with the Asia/South Pacific
bloc; (iii) promotion of joint efforts to increase domestic trade flows;
(iv) creation of measures to improve the competitiveness of Latin American
and Caribbean exports by emphasizing economic complementarity, the use and
dissemination of appropriate, advanced technology and the strengthening of
regional cooperation actions in commodity trade; (v) the preparation and
gsubmission of programmes and projects for possible EC funding, mainly in
the areas of rural development and food security; diversification of the
production base and of regional trade; promotion of regional integration
and non-traditional export crops, alleviation of problems associated with
peasant agriculture and rural poverty, and promotion of environmental
protection measures.

13. The Committee highlighted the importance of the Uruguay Round
negotiations, the establishment of the Single European Market and the
impact of agricultural developments in Eastern Europe for the Region, and
commended FAO for the background document as an excelllent point of
departure for the Committee's deliberations on the main international trade
issues.

14. The Uruguay Round was by far the most comprehensive package of trade
negotiations undertaken in the history of GATT. In addition to the
traditional areas, this Round of negotiations had also included such new
trade aspects as services, intellectual property rights and trade-related
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investment matters. The Conference considered that the negotiations should
produce balanced results in all areas.

15. The Committee stressed that for the first time in GATT negotiations
the Uruguay Round had included wide~ranging discussions on agriculture
dealing with access to markets, internal support and export subsidies. The
Committee noted that the draft agreement on agriculture included specific
rules and disciplines on each of these elements, in order to achieve
substantive reductions in trade distorting measures.

is. Underlining the stimulus that trade liberalization could provide to
world economic growth, the Committee gtressed the need for an early and
gsuccessful conclusion of the Uruguay Round. A number of delegations noted
the contributions made in achieving agreement through the draft Final Act
of the Round ("Dunkel Package") issued in December 1991, and the
willingness of their Governments to endorse it.

17. The technical assistance provided by FAO to developing country
participants in the Uruguay Round was noted with appreciation, particularly
its role in the negotiations leading to the draft agreement on sanitary and
phytosanitary measures contained in the draft Final Act.

18. The Committee noted that the liberalization of markets aimed for in
the Uruguay Round would have different impacts on countries according to
their patterns of agricultural trade and production, and the extent to
which preferential conditions of market accegs could change.

19. The Committee considered that net food-importing countries,
including ACP countries, should receive special treatment in order to
adjust to new market conditions following trade liberalization and the
possible erosion of their preferential treatment in certain developed
country markets. The Committee noted that a declaration on measures
concerning the possible negative effects of the reform programme on the net
food-importing developing countries had been included in the draft Final
Act of the Uruguay Round.

20. The Committee noted with appreciation the efforts made by Cairns
Group, especially by its Latin American members, to take into consideration
the interests of all Latin American and Caribbean countries in the broadest
possible manner.

21. Special atention was given to the proposal by the European Community
Commission regarding the adjustment of the Community's banana regime in the
context of the Single European Market and the Uruguay Round. The Committee
urged the European Community to adjust its banana import policy to ensure
full consistency with the proposal for comprehensive tariffication included
the Uruguay Round negotiations. Other delegations urged that the Community
keep to its existing commitments on preferential banana imports. The need
was underlined to pursue the achievement of a balanced approach to policy
problems in the world banana market within the framework of the Thirteenth
Segsion of FAO's Intergovernmental Group on Bananas, to be held in La Lima,-
Hondurag, in November 1992. Similarly, the Committee noted that the Sugar
Protocol of the Lomé& Convention was for an indefinite period, and that
another international agency was paying special attention to the world
sugar market. However, it suggested that FAO examine the advisability of
addressing similar problems regarding the world sugar market. The Committee
hoped that the negotiations for a new International Coffee Agreement,
including its economic provisions, would be successful. The Committee
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pointed to the need to continue with the Protocol on Rum featured in the
Appendix to the Lomé Convention.

22. The Committee took note of the measures announced by the Buropean
Community to reform its Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). A number of
delegations expressed disappointment that these reforms did not appear to
include explicit provisions tc either enhance access for imports from third
countries, or to reduce subsidization of the Community's agricultural
exports in line with the proposals embodied in the draft Final Act of the
Uruguay Round ("Dunkel Package").

23. The Committee expressed the hope that the Single Eurcopean Market,
due to come into effect on 1 January 1993, would provide new opportunities
for exports from developing countries. To be able to benefit from such
opportunities, some countries would have to improve production technigues
and, in many instances, would require financial and technical agsistance to
make this possible.

24. The Committee considered ways in which FAO should assist the
countries of the Region in their efforts to meet the challenges posed by
the sweeping changes taking place in the global agricultural trading
environment. In particular, it stressed the need for FAO to provide
continuing assistance to enhance their competitiveness as exporters and to
bring about appropriate diversification of their agricultural sectors. The
Committee also stressed FAO's role as a forum to promote further
cooperation endeavours between countries of the Region regarding the
process of international trade negotiations and the Organization's role as
an information centre for keeping member countries up to date on market
developments.

UPDATE ON THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE INTERNATTIONAL
CONFERENCE ON NUTRITION {(ICN)

25. The Director of FAQ's Food Policy and Nutrition Division introduced
this agenda item.? He reported that the International Conference on
Nutrition, convened jointly by FAO and the World Health Organization (WHO),
would be held in Rome from 5 to 11 December 1992. The purpose of the
Conference was to give the international community the copportunity to make
a critical assessment of the continuing malnutrition problems in the world
and to determine how best to tackle them.

26. He also referred to national and regional preparations for the
conference and to the meeting of the ICN Preparatory Committee held in
Geneva in August, and highlighted the active participation of those
present.

27. Regional declarations and plans of action served as a basis for the
preparation of the World Declaration on Nutrition and the Plan of Rction to
be adopted by the countries at the ICN.

28. He stressed that the HGOs should be involved in the ICN follow-up
activities as they played an essential role in ensuring pecple's
nutritional well-being.
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29. He emphasized that the ICHN should not be considered as an end in
itself, but as a step in the continuing process of strengthening the
efforts and taking the necessary measures to prevent and alleviate hunger

and malnutrition.

Representation of the Realion in the Congultative Groun on Internstional
Agricultursl Heseszrch (CGIAR)

30. This item wae presented by the Assistant Regional Representative for
Latin America and the Caribbean, who describsd the CGIAR's structure and
working mechanisms and stressed the importance that FAQ attached to
agricultural ressearci

3i. Chile wasg unanimou
to replace Brazil when it

sly elected as the Region's CGIAR representative,
g mandate ended in 19%2.

Food Protection and Control in ZLatin Bmericas and the Caribbesn with Speciasl
Reference to Btrszelt Foods and Other Products of Potential Rizk for the
Consumey znd fopr International Food Trade

32, The Director of FRO's Food Policy and Wubtrition Division also
introduced this document,? which stressed the importance of improved food
gquality and saefety systems for all the countries of the Region. He reported
on the current levels of international food trads and on the present and
future benefits that could be derived frowm strengthensd food-industry and
government food guality and safety control systems. He emphasized consumer
protection and the need ko contro monitor domestic foods during
production, harvesting, storing, processing and marketing. He also
highlighted the importance of street foods to growing urban populations and
the need for Qﬁiaﬁ:&& food safety. The document proposed a Plan of Action
for the harmonization of regional food control policies, legislation and
gtandardization, improved management and implementation of food control
programmes, technical cooperation among countries of the Region, with a
greater exchange of information, and increased consumer participation in
food guality and safety matters.

33. The document also stressed the importance of participating in the
work of the FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Comwission which developed
internationally recommended standards and codes of practice for the
importing and exporting of food. It highlighted the work of the Codex
Coordinating Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean in this regard.

3

4. The Committes giresszed the need for strong and concerted action by
2ll countries of the Reglon to develop adeguate and effective food guality
and safety programmes. It gocorded high prior ty to working with the Codex
Blimentarius Commission to develop adeguate standards for food products,
hygiene and labelling, and to control and limit food contaminants, and
urged rapid implementation of recommendations at national and regional
levels.

35. The Committee expressed its appreciation for FPAO's assistance to
countries of the Region in strengthening thelr svystems for the control of
food guality, safety and c@nt&mxﬁation; and for the adeguate training of
food inspection, laboratory and management personnel. It algo underlined
the importance of training and educating the community as a whole in food
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officers. It expressed the hope that ¥
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all the countries of the Region, and pol ty and

safety problems nseded to Lo rkets in

Nerth America, Burope

36. The Committes

document and called for v in that
of the suggestions put forwa thin ti : z 3£ it jlobal
strategy. It drew attentio that ' reduce
the risks of organic and 1 ction,
harvesting and handling of

environmental protection. more
farmer and worker training . in the
application of appropriate sani

handling and transport. It consi

control of water used for agricultural purposes to be of vitsl importance.
It underlined the need for meaningful coordination between all the sectors

so as to give effect to the extension and training programmes for those
involved in food production. Finally, it smphasized the urgent need foxr
adequate supplies of potable water for the sale of street foods to reduce
one of the most potentially dangerous sources of contamination.

Current Status snd Foburse Prospvechts of Modern Biotechaologies in Leatin
Bmerica asnd the Caribbean

37. This item ! was presented by the Regional Plant Production Officer,
who stressed that modern agricultural biotechnologies were a set of tools
that could have a significant medium~term impact and beneflt on
agricultural and livestock production in the Region.

38. The FAC Regional Office for Latin Americe and the Caribbean
conducted a survey in 1989-90 covering 16 countries, which revealed an
extensive involvement of the private sector, a heterogeneous and
inconsistent level of biotechnolegy activity - from the wmost orthodox
technologies to genetic engineering through recombinant DNA - applied to a
wide range of crops.

39. He stated that the main obstacles te bilotechno
were: a lack of highly-trained staff in advanced are
funding and operating rescurces; a lack cf ventu o

interlinkage between academis and the productive sect
flexible information mechanisms or networksy and the

multidisciplinary attitude, sspecially among agronomists and
bictechnologists.

ogical development
laboratory

lack of

%

40. Reference was made to the Technical Cooperation Network on Plant
Bictechnology (REDBIC) which included laboratories from 20 countries in the
Region and which aimed to use the new technologies, with appropriate
training, for the benefit of the main crops of =

importance to the Region.
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41, He stated that the Convention on Biodiversity and Agenda 21,
negotiated by over 150 countries United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (UNC ; provided an appropriate framework for
the implementation and utilization of bi otechnology in sustainable
agricultural and forest development.

nomic realities, the combination
T diversified biotechnology
should nevertheless promote regional, national and local policy decisions
criented towards new envirvonmentally-friendly markeis commensurate with the

scale of the challenge.

42, While respecting national soccic-esco
of abundant genstlic rescurces and appropriate

2
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43. The Committee stressed the timeliness, guality and pertinence of the
document submitted by the FAO Secretariat, which provided an accurate

review of the situation and would be a valuable analvtical tool in the
Region.

N’

44, It gmphasized the need to adapt and sfer advanced
bictechnologies produced in developed countries to conditions in the
individual countries, including the tropical ones, of the Region, as well
as to promote vocational training and horizontal technical cooperation and
procure funding through a differentiated approach based on each country's
regulirements. .

45, It highlighted the need for greater coordination between
bictechnology projescts and activities developed by the various
international agencies cooperating in the agricultural sphere, and
suggested that FAC look into the feasibility of establishing an
interinstitutional body in the Reglon to manage and follow up biotechnology
activities, mainly in the areas of genetic engineering and molecular

biology.

46, The Committee also gugoested that FAO organize & consuliation on
agricultural bictechnology in which representatives of governments,
international technical and financial cooperation organizations, bilateral
cooperation agencies and national programmes would participate in
coordinating ongoing activities and in defining development strategies. It
proposed that FAO consider the possibility of implementing sub-regicnal
biotechnology programmes with mult coordination, using already-
agread mechanisms or networks.

47.
advantages in
involving the u
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48, It zreguested that FAC supp
database with information on anim
disciplinary approach.

49, The Unesco delegate reported on the Regional Bilotechnology Project
being implemented jointly with UNIDO and UNDP, which focused on ktraining
and research on biotechnology applied to human and animal health and plant

=P 4 &

prodoc“ ion. He cifered Unesco's coopsration in coordinating activities
within the body proposed by the Committes, and promised to make the results
of ?hase 1 of the Project available to FAC for dissemination.



50. A delegate from an obhserver country presented a summary of it
technical cooperation activities, and s ad that biotechnology wa
currently at the centre of its international cooperation policy. He drew
attention to the mandate confsrred on the Director-CGensral of FAG by the
UN Secretary General to coordinate the activities of the major UN agencies
in environmental matters.

oow

Other Matiers

51. The Brazilian delegation reported that the Bighth Meeting of the
Codex Coordinating Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean would be
held in Bragilia from 16 to 20 March 1993, and not as shown in paragraph 85
of the document LARC/92/5. Priory to this, t eminay on Microbiclogical
Contamination of Food and its Implications for International Trade would be
held from 15 teo 16 March 1993,

52. The delegation of Argentina reported that it had convened, in
conjunction with UNDP and FAOQ's Technical Coopevation among Dave1©§ing
Countries (TCDC) Unit, 2 i B i s 2ld in Buenos Alire
from 1 to 5 Descember 1992. re would be participants from 20 Latin
hmerican and Caribbean countries and five £ ¢ regions, to exchange
offers of and reguests for technical cooperation in the agri-food ssctor.
FAC Representations were reguss
sent by countries co nVQXang the survey on
technical cooperation cap ties and needs.

ted to assist in preparving repliszg to be
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