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FOJRTH FAO ALGIONAL CONFERLECL rOR THE fAR LAST

(@]

DAMASCUS, 10-20 DECEUBZR 195

Hear Last was held in
ic, from 10-20 December 1558

The Fourth a0
Pamascus, ¥orthern
Member Governments

Afghanisten itely Sudan

#thiopia Jordan United Arab Republic
France . Letanon United Kingdom

Iran Fakistan Yemen

Trac Saudl Arabia

Ohgervers were nresent ITrom

&

Holy BHze League of Arad States UNRuA
#lorocco United Nations JHICER

Spain TLO W0
Turkey U000 International Office
Unitced Stetos of lmerica for Epizootics (OLL)

statistical Society
“or Arah Counitries

o

A Pull iist of periicipants ia given in Anpex 1 of tkhis Report.

The Conference was called to order by Dr. 5.R. Sen, Dirsctor-General
of FAO, after which His Ixcellsacy Dr. lNour el Dine Kabhale, President of
ths Jxecaflv@ Counicil of th: Northern Rexion of the United Arad Republic
welcomed the delegates. In his address, he described the aignificant
development which had occourred in Syrian agriculture in recent years, and
sapressed his warm apprezciation for the assistance given by FAOC experts
in specific fislds. '

[l

o

The Director-Cuunral of FAO then welcomed the delesgations on behall
of the Organizaiion. In ins his apprecietion of the facilities
which the Covernmunt of United Arab Republic had made available to

the Conference, h. m.nticncd fthat Damsscus was & most appropriate site

for the Regional Confsrunce, since the Northern Reglon combines most of
the features of ths asyrisulture of the Fast. Ur. Sen referred to

the vigorous expansion of ay,riculiurs, sspecially cf cotton and cereals
production, to the growth of isdustry and to social progress in the Reglon.
The Rexional Confersnc: was an important link in the chain that anites
member nations, anu it was hopsd soon to bs able to welcome a new reglon
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namely Africa, which has many problems in common with the Near Fast.
Reference was made to the 10th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights whose celebration coincided with the opening of the
Confersncs.

The Conference then elscted His lxcellency Sayed ilarei; Minister of
Agriculture and Agricultural Reform and lsader of the delegation of the
United Arab Republic, as Chairman of the Confersnce. The following Vice-
chairmen were clectud -

Afghanistan HMr. Ali Noor

tthiopia Hr. Mulatu-Debebe

Tran Mr. Heldan Al1l Arfaa

Trag Hr. Abdul-Haai Ismail Ghani
Jordan Mr. Ali Nassouh El Taher
Lebanon Mr. Rashid Habal

Saudil Arabia Mr. Abdallah Dabbagh

Sudan Mr. Mahammed Kamil Shawkid
Tuzikey Dr. Ihsan Akhun

The following Agends wers adopted :
AGENDA

A INTRCDUCTORY ITIiS

1. Opening of the Conference
2. - The elsction of Cheirman and Vice={hailrmen
3. Adoption of the Agenda

B. THE WORK OF FA0 IN RELATION TQ THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE SITUATION

4. Trenas and Ohjectives in the Work of FAOQ in the Near last
Statement by the Director-Gensral and Dlscussion

o8

5 Policy Questions arising out of Technical lestings

C. MAJOR QJLSTIONS OF 700D AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMINT IN THY REGION

6. Orisntation of Agricultural Production and Supplies in relation
to Demand

I Nutrition in relation %o Feood and Agricultural Policy

8. Organization and Devslovment of Research in Agriculture,

Pisheries and forsstry
9. Land Tenure and Settlsment in the Near sast

10, The Role of Government Jepartments in Planning, Implementing
and Administering Rursl Development
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D. SPLCIFIC ACTIVITILS ACTTON

SUTRIIG CONFARENCE uUTD%U/u OR GOVERE

—~
®
-t

11. Hediterrancan Pevelopment Projsot

(b)‘ “LJ ¥oad Tor a Heglonzal Agrsement for prs

venting the
Introduction of Plant Diseascs and Pests into

the Near bast
sacrt Locust Control

World Scod Campalgn

44
Ak

£) 1960 Yorld Ay sricultural Census

h) Animal Production and Health

E. . CONCLUDING I3

(b) The Fuburs Orientation of FA0's Work in the Ruglon

13, Adoption

A list of working papers is given in Annex 1T of this Report.

A drafting committ.e was appointed for the final report from the
delegations of Ethiopia, Iran, Traq, Sudan aznd the United Arad Republic.
Sub~comnittess were also appointed for Nuﬁ“lulOﬂg Locust controi, Livestock
problems, HSconomits and Mark.ting, and Research.
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B THe WORK OF FAO-IN RBLATION TO THL FOOD AND AGRICULTURE SITUATION

1. Statement to the Conference by the Director-General

In expressing his pleasure at participating in the work of the Fourth
FAOQ Reglonal Conference for the Hear iast, the Director-General stressed
the importance of such mectings for the work of FAO in finding solutions
to problems affccting the whole ragion. He hoped that practical and
constructive proposals wou lu bs made by the Conference which he might take
into considsration in prepar the program of work and budget for 1560
and 1961.

The 9th Session of the FAO Conference in Hovember 1957 had authorized
the strengthening of the rsgional structure of the Organization. Accordingly
increased suthority and r.sponsibiliiy had been xivén to the regional
representative and to tue technical staff posted to the region. The

"technical staff attachsd to the Regional Office had been increased by five
professional posts. The Virector—-General made special reference to the
recent appointment of Dr. Sidky as Regional Repressntative and paid high
tribute to his encrgy and knowledge of the region.

There had in ths past been some criticism that FAO's program of work
in the region did not always meet the necds of the member countries. This
situation might have roesulted partly from the organizational structure of
FAO and partly from inadequate participation by Government personnel at
the highest levsl in the work of FAC. The Dirsctor-General had undertaken
a far-rsaching reorganization of FAO Headquartsrs to bring about greater
coordination between sudbject-matter spucialists, so that ths program of
work of FAO could be formulated to fulfil the needs of regions or countries
more adequately. This reorganization had just been approved by the Council
and it was now for member countrics to make ths best use of FAO as
reorganized for the advantage of the reglon.

As regards ths program of work of FAO in the region, as was natural
in a semi-arid rcgion such as the Near Zast, a substantial proportion of
FAO assistance was Gevoted to the survey and development of soil and water
resources. Important changes were occurring in the field of land tenure
and land settlement in many countrics of the region, while control of
animal and plant pcsts and discascs was also in the forefront of the
program. Out of 150 t.chnicsl assistance expert posts in the countries
of the Near zast, 40 wirc in land and water use, 35 in crop prouuction
and protection, and 3u in animal production; the remainder being distributed
over other ficlds,

An imporitant change approved by the 9th Scssion of the FAO Conference
was the incrsased smphasis on ﬁhe SOCin implic@tion of FQO'S Work,
extending over fielcsg such a
marketing and land reform, ana Nhloh aimed at a rc~orlentat10n of certain
FAO programs towards improving the standard of living of the rural population.
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A special consultant, Dr. Heman Sante Cruz, had been recently appointed
to carry out an appraisel of this v*—orlbntaﬁlon of the social aspscis of
FAO's work and his r,por* would shortly be issucd. The Director-General

strussga the import

f oxteusion work, especially in the Hear last
hnical advice remaincd 1arg 7y ineffecti
s

an
region, without which te & Ve
Much attention was being given to this subject in the Far Fast and Latin
America where agric sxtension chClOpTUﬂb GLQESTS had been organizod,
and he hoped To suo in inc rease of activity in the Hear ast region
where ths nesd for ci verall coordination between the agricultural

overnment were increasingly urged. A number of

anG social activitios of I
© dimportance to the rsgion had included the FAQ,/WH

technical meetings
Regional Committse
importancs for the
to implement the .o
appropriate to relat:zd I
relation to human nutrition.

HG
a subjsct matter ficld of particular
the region. He urged membsr governments
: the Committse oxbtonding them where
such as they development of fisherics, in

s

The Dircctor-Gencral then made spscial reference to the progress of
the Mediterransan . 1 t Project which was a A”f_ro&CLlﬂs undertaking
aiming at stimulsting <o ic and social dgvelopment over the whole
Hediterrancan region. The survey had implications of fundamental importance
for the economic dsvelopment of many countries having been launched as a

to discover how far the problsms in this region could
be solved schnical cooperation betwsen the countries concerncd, combined
with the direction of investment of domestic and foreign capital resources.
The CCﬂbfal Drobl ms of over—crowding and insscurity must be sclved by a

2 for the utilization of resources, including the establishment
of new industrics, not only to absorb surplus rurel population, but also to
provide materials arnd squipment for the modernization of agriculture. This
project was diruvctly connected with the unfavourable food situation existing
in many parts of the rogion coupled with the accelerated rise in populations
and aggravated by the ceterioration in the externsal trading position of the
primary producers. The survsy had been undertaken with the full cocperation
of the Sscretary~Guneral of the United NVations and other spscislized agencics.
In addition, ths coopsration of Governments was belng enlisted through

setting up national committees to assist in developing plans based on 2 broad
integrated approach to development. He wishsd to express his gratification
at the ready responsc snu cooperation he had received from member countrics
in carrying out this projcct.

systematic

d’ c1~

In spite of the progress of Dssert Locust conirol over the past few
years, & rescsnt assessment of crop damags showed that logsses now average
about 3.5 million dollars a year, while in Morocco alone in 1954 damage
amounted to 14 willion dollars. The rocommendstions of the FAO Technical
Advisory Commlitve held in 1958 on long-term policy of Desert Locust control
recognized that the dynamics of Desert Locust invasions are still insufficiently
known. It was, thercfors, propossd that existing national and international
programs should be su@plum;ntb% by th ‘¢cological survey

- by the expansion of the
intensification of research especially in
ntroly the provision of 1nor“ ased training
or %

& Tiel c
faciliiles ano q110 projeots f esting and demonstrating locust control
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operations by most modern technigues. + was considered that such
developments must be undcrieken on a scals greatly in sxcess of those at
present in operation, and, thsrefore; the Dirsctor-lGsnsral strongly urgosd
Governments to formulate a combinsd request for financing this project
from the Special Fund for keonomic Development of the United Hations.

He stresscd that this fund is to finznce surveys, research, iraining and
demonstration, and the initiative lies with governments or groups of
governments to make reguests.

The Direcior-Gon.ral drew attention to the nced for focussing publilc
attention on a worli-yic. scale on the continuing problem of hunger and
he had, thercfors, preoposie to the 26th Session of the wconomic and Soclal
Council & projcct 4o be called "Free the World from Hunger Ysar', whkich
would make the climex in 1963 of a campaign to be carricd out over the
next five years rosuliing in a special international food congress which
could coincide witk ths 20th anniversary of the establishment of FAO at
the Hot Springs Conforcnce. The proposal had aroused wide interest and
support and had hoen commondod unanimously at the last session of the FAQ
Council, which had sct up = small committes of government reprosentatives
to d&swet him in carrying out the project. Proposals would be wade to the
next session of the FAQ Confercnce and he had no doubt that the countries
of this region would appreciats the vital interest of their populations in
g this kind.

The Director-Concral concluded by referring to the agenda Tor waich
documents had heen proepersd to provde a starting point for discussion on
major issuss, rathcr than to atteumpt to answer questions. He Looked
forward to guiuancs anu conclusions from the Governmsnts of the Near
which would enable him to make suggestions to the next scssion of the

e e h

Conferénce of FAQ as to how its program of work can be adapted to meet wmorc
fully the needs of mimber countries. i/

sast

sr prepared by the Secretariat on the work of FAO in
in thoe Near ZSast (NERC 58/2) is reproducsd in Annex 3.

145}

;/ A background pap:
the last 5 ysars
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2. Hecent Dovelopments in the Food and Agriculture
Situation in the Heglon

Recent Trends in Agricultural Production

In reviewing developments in the Tood and agri
of the ¥ear lLast since the Third FAO Reglonal Conferen

ce
in 1953, the Conference noited that rapid progross had besn mades by the
countries of the Region in <xpanding the cultivated arcs and jncreasing
211

agricultural production. Continuing efforts were being made in 1
countries furthsr to dmprove the levels of production, EI&Q‘ and consumption.

Juring the five years 1553-57,; vroduciilon h 24 averaged almost 25 per
cent higher than in 19486-52 and about 50 per cent higher than the pre-war
level, The rate of expansion had kept ahsgad of the growth in population
which for the reglon as a wholse had averaged come 2 per cent pPar annum.
Production per caput had thus shown an increase of about 11 per cent
since 1948-52.

The steady 1icr ase in per caput and votal output in the reglion as
&

whole concsals however, wide fluctustions in annual output in many
countrl s of the I ar zasb. The Conference observed that such fluctuations

in output were characteristic of much of the region where dry farming was
predominant and agriculture re malnvd sEposed to variable weathsr conditions.

for ox JD*u, winter crops in several countrics
by severe drought conditions, and had also
uifered from locust in tion. 'Prouucmlon of wheat in the Northern
Region of the Unﬂuu& Arab Republic had declined from 1.35 millicn tons
in 1957/58 to 561,-000 ﬁono9 wﬂa thet of barley from 720,000 tons to 179,000
tons —- a decrease 1o 41 por cent and 25 per cent respectively. There had
cen similar rsauctions in output for oubvr grains such as millet and for
pulSUu- In other countrics, too, bocially in Jordan, ILsbanon and Irag,
grain proouction was wsll below bhu 1957/58 levels. On the other hand
4thiopia, Sudan and Turkey had harvesied large grain crops. In Sudan the
surplus over local consumption requiremente was .stimatod to reach somé
400,000 metric tons. In the Soutkern Region of +he United Arab Republic
wheat prouuction was about the same as in the previous year, but import
requirsments of wheat were increasing.

In the ocurrent season
had heen adversely &fﬁ & 3

0

o5

The Conference considered that this situation underlined the continuing
importance of mainteining snd increasing efforts $o reduce fluctuations in
levels of output through the introduction of improved production techniques,
and in particular the cxténsion of the area under irrigation.

The Confersnce noted that several countries of the region were making
progress towards greater diversification of axricultural ploauotion both
to mest internal consumption requirements and in response to export demand.
The rapid ¢xpansion of sugar production to meet growing ﬂncvrnal consumpition
:Ln“thv Forthern Region of the United Arab Republic, in Iran, and in Turkey,
and of cotton for czport in the Northern Reglon %ﬂd in Iran; were notable



sxamnples. The delegates of Jorda
incresee in production of fruilt XK vegetables
internal use as well g8 for expo

an and Lebanon also referred to the rapid
in their countriess for

vd, however, ruparding ths lag in output of livew

Concern was

stock products which had generally continuea teo grow at a much slowser rate
icne. . 1948-52 to 1953~hK7 total ocutput of livestock

than crop producti
products in the reglon as a whole had incrsased by only 13 psr cent as
compared, for example, with increases of over 60 pur cent for sugear and
30 per cent for grains. The Conference was therefore glad to note that
comprehensive livsstock develovment programs had bheen rscently initiated
in & number of countrics.

As far as forcstry is sd the Conference not-d that Simber
production in the Regilon s stiil far from £illing 21l reguirsments. No
preeise information 1s at preseént availables on net growth but it has been
gstimated that oven the current yoarly rsmovals, amounting to lese than

4 willion cu. meters of industrial wood, will not be svailable in ths
future if the exhaustion of the forests continucz. Removals of fuel wood
are rscordsd to be wmors than 10 times highser than those of industrial
wood, but considerv Tellod are d and, For this
reason, it is at & cl@ar and comprahensive
picturs cof Sotal 1 L COmRaTs csent arain with
annual growth. ted that cons umruion of industrial wood
in the Reglon is low Lovel of G,03 cu. metsrs per asad,

'f‘

Ficheries )roduotiOﬁ in the region as : incruascd slightly
in ths past five years. EBowever, thye incresse ke ] t been able to supply

the needs of the r.gion and most countrics.

gquantities of fish, .egpscially caaned fich.

Recent Trends in Agriculitural Trace and Pricus

The Conference notud with concern recent developments in the
agricultural *rauc of the Near wast. The rapid growth of int.rnal demand
Tor food ant agricultural prouucts as a result of population growth and
rising incomus had in several instances reduced sxport suppliles or had
necessitated additional iwmporvs. The fell in prices of agriculiural cxports
had not been matchod b o corresponding (Gecreasce in prices of importcd
industrial productas. Trade deficits nad thus increascsd in a numbsr of
countries. To this must be added Bhu uncertainty of foreign sxchange
earnings due to sharp year “luctustions in output and hence in
export availabilitiscs. T notad that whils the volume of
agricultural exports from the Hear ast during 1953/57 had increased by
some 25 per csnt over the 3 : of 1948/529 the total valus had riscn by
only T per cent. On the ¢, during the same period the volums of
imports of agricultural products had ircreased by €2 per cent. Sgveral
countries confronted with balance of payments difficultive Lad to resort
to stringent import cconomy measuress. Hemsures to sncourage exports had
also been introducsd in 2 number of cases and proeferential exchange rates
and bilatersl or barter agrecments.

A
ey
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To fulfil the minimum needs of wood and timber products, the Region
has to import substantial guantities of roundwood, sawnwood, pulp, paper
ané board. As an average of recent years some Z.H million cubic metres
roundwood squivalent, or two fifths of the total counsumption were imported,
whereas exports were negligible.

Agriculitural Developmeqt Programs — Recent Jevelopments

In most countries of the Near Bast, agricultural development programs
were currently under way or were under consideration for early implementation.
Governments had become increasingly aware of the need to integrate development
projects in different fields into comprehensive programs with due regard
to the inter-relationship of agriculture and other sectors of the economy.
Within agriculture itself the difficulties that had arisen in the past
from the adoption of the "bundle of projects! approach were gradually
being recognized and greater emphasis placed on the importance of formulating
well integrated and balanced programs for the development of national
agricultural resources. To carry out such programs special bodies or
boards with autonomous administrative and financial structures had been
created in some countriss. BElsewhere, as in Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan,
Ministries of Agriculture had been established rscently or had been
reorganized on more efficient lines. It was noted that while investment
funds and foreign exchange remained inadequate in many countries, agricultural
development programs had on the whole been given high priority for funds.

The deliberations of the Conference revealed & growing recognition
in countries of the Region of the nsed to aim at an intsgrated approach
to rural development, by taking into account cosial, educational and
cultural aspects. The practical implications of such an approach vary from
one country to another. In some instances, separate Ministriss or
Departments for Community Development or Social Affairs were ostablished
in recent years. Other governments promote the implementation of development
programs at local levels by initiating or strengthening servicegs which have
& dircct bearing on an improved level of living, such as extension, literacy
campaigns, aid to mothers and children, cooperatives, stc.

In summarizing the ic philosophy underlying development programming
in his country, the delegate of the United Arad Republic stressed four
points: l) lmprovement oP the agrarian structure as an essential step towards
ensuring the welfare of the rural community 2) the complementary character
of agriculture and industry, 3) the need to Sﬁflk; a balance in setting
production targets between the nutritional requircments of the population
and the interests of the national economy as a whole; 4) the importance of
increasing productivity in agriculturs, fisheriss and forestry. Fducational
and social services were also considered to be of basic significance to
agricultural development.

=

<y

OQ o
- cl‘ 1]
y H

& new agricultural development program has recently been sstablished
for the Southern Region of the Unitced Arab Republic. This program, which
called for a total expenditure of some L.E. 60 million over the next ten
years, covered 11 inter-related projects for land improvement consolidation

#40/50/3/1723
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of fragmented holdings, the reorganization of agricultural rotztion,
improvament and diversification of crop production, livestock lmprovement
and protection, fishexry development, nvchanlzatloﬁg agricultural industria-—
lization, and extension. Similarly Five~ysar program 1nwoLv1n an
sstimated cost of S.L. 100 miliion was un¢br consideration for the Northern
Region. This program included prejects for the improvement of cotion and
flb?d crops, Gevelopment of pasture and fodder rosources, fruit and
vegetable improvement, scoil improvement, plant protection, livestock
improvement, forestry and fishsry development, agricultural industrialization
and agricultural education. The two prozrams were complementary to the
five-year inaustrial program of *the Southern Rsgilon and & similar industrisl
program under preparation ih the Northern Region. In the Sudsn, where
trangport and communications were key eleoments in development planning, &
geries of agriculbural development projects wers being carried out with
view S0 emsuring & contiruing sxpansion of agricultural proutucition with
particular smphasis on sorghuas and livestock products as the main staple
foods and on cotton and gun Arabic as the wain cnsh crops. Attention wa
also being glven to promoting mechanization of agriculture in the central
rain lands and the lmprovement of marketing methods and organization.

The Jordan delegation stressced the importance of the government's role in
rural development, and th. nsed for integrating development plans under a
singls administrative unit. Refsrence was mace t0 & spescial authority
for the develilopment of tho luft hank canal area of the Jordan rivor.

ther delsgations also referred to the importance of intearating development
projects into comprehensive programs with Pontl ‘7 1 @uJbOﬂJuy. In
Ethiopia a five~y.nr devolopment plan has been & in which
agriculture ranked s;cond after communications in Jhc w_lomblon of
investment funds. An lmportant features of this program was thy establishment
of five regional agriculitural Jovelopament Cbﬂtfub in different paris of

the country. Continuing ¢fforts were belng devobted to aniwmal health
improvement. Devolopment activities ir other counirics, particularly in
Afghanistan, Irag and Ssudi Arabis, were boelng accelerat.d with major
sumphasis on land and watcr development. A ten-year agriculitural development
program was recently initiszted in Turkey for the poriod 1958-67.

m W

&

Azrarian Roform

The Conference was informed of the progress made in implementing
policies for the improv.ment of agrarian struciurcs, and took note of
ss¢veral now programs that bad rocently bsen indltizted. In the Southoern
Region of the Unitsd Arabd Ropublic, 566,000 feddans of requisitionsd land
had bscome avallable for redistribution to swall and landless farmers
gsince the Lena Reform Law had been promulgated in 1952. In the Northern
Ragiom a Lend Reform Law had been issusd in September 1958. Approximately

;000,000 hsctares wsre 30 be reguisitioned, which would permit ownewrship
for ?HO 000 individuel farmers, in addition to the distribution of state
land. In Irag, private ownership of land kad recently been limited to

250 hectarss in the irrigaitcd zones. and 500 hectares in the rainfed zones.

”hu Conference was informed that some 8,000,000 donums were to be
regquisitioned cr compeénsation and rodistributed among 500,000 families.
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were in opsration,
ive societies, the

In 2ll countrics where agrarian reform pr

=3 + +
and the sstablishment
a

provision had been made for the formation of
orgenization of credit facilities for new settlers,
of extension services. A ﬁinistry of Lmna RaTorn ha
of the two regions of the Unite
Committee for Agrarian Reform had

A

PRy

In Jordan and Iran, distribution of State~owned land to needy farmers
was oontinuinﬁ, while in Cyprus measures were under consideration with a

view t0 preventing sxcessive fragmentaition and promoting consolidation of
scattered holdings.

4

In Iran, agrarian rsform started with the redistribution of sonme
1,500 villages of Crown—land. This progress ig supported by the Development
Bank whose activitiss include land development, operating credit and
cooperative financing and ths collection of repayments. In addition,
measures are besing taken to distribute state domain property. Teams for
mapping and surveying start their work befors distribution takes placs.
Farmers under both schemss are sncouraged to form their own cooperative
and credlt socletics mainly undesr ths 2auspices of the Agricultural Bank
and receive technical advice under the Community Development Program.

Land Development and Improvement

Several aclegates submitted reporits on land development and improvement
brograms currently undsr way or under consideration in thelr countries.
4 10-ysar program including sevsral major irrigation and drainage schemes
had been drawn up fox the reclamation of some 900,000 hesctares in the
Northern Region of the United Arab Republic. In the Southern Region, the
High Assuan Dam would add nearly 1,000,000 hectares to the cultivated
arga. In the Sudan, large areas at present uncultivated were considered
sultable for agricultural qubWOpmenu and th

ga

& pot"ntia? increase in
00 feddans approximately.

irrigated area had been vstimated at 6,000,0
Work on the Managil sxtension covoring a total arca of 800,000 feddans was
well advanced, with 200,000 feddans expected to be brought under irrigation

€C
this season and the remainder to be developed over the next three years.

Trends and Objcctives in the Work of PAO in the Near East

=

3.

In view of the difficulty of separating the debate on the past, present
and future trends of FAO's work in the region, the discussion ef this item
has been amalgamated under Item 12, "The Future Orientation of FAO's Work
in the Region', sec I. 2 of this report.

TAO/53/3/1723
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. Policy Questions arising out of ”’ohalc 1 leetings
N &

(a)' Second. FAO Near Bast Heeting on Animal Health, Damascus,
5-10 March 1956

policy recommendations of the Sscond
1th as rocordcd in Doocument NERC 58/4.
licy recommendations as followss

The Confcrenoa noted the maln
FAO YWear Fast iMseting on Animal Hea
Considsration was given to thuss po
i) Th Direotor~Geh&ra1 of FAO should consider inviting
: sar Bast Region to participates
in a WOr&1ﬂ5 Pw, on Animal Production which would mset
pericdically and which in the first instance should be
set up on & temporary basis, taking on its permanent form

after some experience had been gained.

The Confs ime had come for the Ne

rence was of the opinion that the © ar
Bast Working Party on Animal Froduction to be cstablished cn a formal and
permanent basis and that its title should be the Near Bast Working Party
on Animal Prouuction and Health.

The Conference accordingly recommendeds

that the Near last Working Party on Animal
Production and Health be established by FAO
and thet Governments should designatc their

espective representatives thereon as soon
as possible.

ii) The Dirsctor-CGeneral should invite the representatives of
three of the countwlcs to sssume specilal responsibility, in .
coopsration with members of the FAQ staff, for assembling
and considering information on the animal health problems

of ths region, including attention to vetsrinary sducation,
animal nutrition and managemsnt, as a basis for determining
those problems which are most deserving of attention on a
regional basis.

In the opinion of the Confersnce the establishment of the Near East
Working Party on Animal Production and Health which will comprise
representatives from all the countries in the- Near %ast Regicn, will
superseds the arrangcment whereby three countriss were invitcd to assume
certain responsibilifties for certain phases of this work during the interim
period. It»was therefore agresd that this proposal would lapsc.

iii) ”he mecting requested FAO, as 2 matter of urgency, to
undertake a study of the f lities that sxist for the

acl

professional training of veterinariansg in the Near Bastern
countrics. Ths project should includce visits by selected
veterinary cducationists to ¢xisting schools in the arsa,
followed by th. holding of a2 mevting or centrc at which
representatives of CGovernments and cducational institutions
would mect the FAO adviscrs to prepare comprehensive
recommendations in the form of a report.



The Conference took note of the fact that the Meeting on Veterinary
Zducation in the sast as called for in the above recommendation was,
in fact, held in Tcheran, Iran, from 21-28 October 1957

iv) The attention of governments of those countrics which do
not now have veterinary scrvicses was called to the advantsges
to the livestock industries in those countries of having
adequate vetorinary services, and also to the need for such
services if dangers of spread of discases from one country to
another arc to be reduced.

t veterinary

The Conference ondorscd the imporitance of governm
such scrvices

men
services and urged governments which do not already have
t¢ establish them in thelr own intcrest and in the interest of neighbouring
countries.

v) The me %tlhd recommenced that a follow-up meeting should
be hsld as soon aS is practicable at which dslegations
review common problems in the field of animal health and
production.

It was notea that following the c¢stablishment of ths Near Bast
Working Party on Animal Production and Hsalth, a mecting of thils body
will be held as soon as practicable and that Animal Health will form
an important segment of the Agenda of this meeting along the lines
suggested by the Ssccond Houar Zast Mecting on Animal Heslth,

The Conference accordingly recommended that FAO should hold a
meeting on Animal Production and dealth in the Hear Last in 1859 or as
soon as possible thsreafter, at which the mvmbwfs of the Near sast Working
Party on Animal Production and Heazlth and of the twchnical groups to be
¢stablished thereunder, would participate.

Teheran, lran,

]
o
n
ot

(v) Mecting on Veterinary Zducation in the Near
21-28 Octobsr 1957

The Conference endorsed the need for further consideration to be
given to the subject of vetsrinary cducation and approved the holding of
an inkernational mecting on veterinary education by FAO in 1960.

(G) Nesar Hast Forestry Commission

The Conference hoard the report of the Second Session of the HNear
Ea st Porestry Commission held in Cairo in October 1958. The Report
(Documsnt FAOQ NEFC 58/32)which was submitted by the Chairman of the
Near Bast Forestry Commission, Mr. Shawki, Sudan, deals with the following
policy quesiions and recommendations:

fond
°

The Commission cndorsed the proparation ané maintenance of
wtilonal bibliographics on vucalyptus and oxpressed the
the Near last Forest Resvarch Centre might

the compilation of a regional bibliography.

[ e S
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Ne

The Commission recommend
Governments for an adequ
in ths organiwzation and

te representation of forestry interests
onduct of National Seced Campaigns.

that provision be made by Homber

zarch institutions dsaling with

The Commission invited res
and wood-working industries to sond

equipment for forestry
h i W

thys result of their work to the FAQ PForestry Division so
that they might be considered for publication in the form
of equipmesnt notes.

The Commission decidsd to set up an ad hoc Commlittes for
the Mediterrancan Dev clopwvn Projeot consisting of the

a, Irag, Sudan and the

P
ni o with this project.

resontatives of Lebanon, Lib
ted Arab Republic to coopera

The Commission wished %
most important factor
region is the inadequ

lay emphasis on the fact that one

i forestry development in the
budgsetary provisions for
operationzl sxXpenses & investment ana invited Member
Goveriments to make overy possible effort to makse more
funds available to forestry services.

A\
130

The Commission rscommended that the terms of refersnce of
the Working Party on Forest Range Managemsnt sho

gxpanded to include all rights of usage as well as mra21ng,
The Director-Gencral was asked o cor rbwoond with member
countries concerning the nomination of repressntatives to
this Working Party.

The Commission r@oommsnded that th
should explore possibilities to se
centre on Watershed Management. The
Irag mentioned that his Governmsnt w
act as host.

Jirsctor—-General
a regional training
prosentative of

-

&P
uld be prepared to

The Commission gratefully acknowledged the sfforts made by
FAO and the Northern Region of the United Arab Republic
o 1
re

to establish a Near East Forest Ranger School and strongly
appealsd to interested member governments to nominate more
students and pay their contributions. It ex Db@SlZBd that
this opportunity was a unigque chance to spread forestry
knowledge in the Arsbic language.

The Commission wished to stress the ilmportancs of the HNear
Fast Forest Research Centre which has been vstablished in
Damascus and once again urged member countriss to nominate
represcntatives and pay thelr contributions towards the
sxpenses of this Centre.
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+

10. he Commission believsd. that the time was now opportune to
ndertake a timber trend stud i

uhcrefore recommended that provision should be made in the
rogram of work of PAO for ihe Forezstry Division to prepare

such a study.

5—52.1

*d

o

11. The Commission ﬁmviub the Director-General of FAO to explors
the feasibility of organizing under BTAP a regional training
centre on forsstry and forst oducts statistics and pointed
out that written vvidence of ¢ intercst of as many govern—
ments as possible should be addrsssed to the Director-Gensral.
The idea was alsc c¢xpressed t member nations could bensfit

embe
greatly from the advice which & forestry statisticlan could
s in

5
offer by visiting various countries in succession, if
requests for such assistence were included in the country
Program.

12. The Commission recommended ha a study of acacias.should

U
undertakon comprising.ivsnti
as foddsr, and tanning mater
others and that as high = pr
to such a study.

d b
ation, biological nseds, value
reprocuction techniques and
ity us possible should be given

13. The Commission rescommended that & second Reglonal Poplar.
Confersnce be held, and Turkey offered to act as host for a
special seminar on poplar to be szt up under ETAP,

14. The Commission finally sx t
found for issuing forestry publications in Arab ic transl

he presznt state of
the world, had
sxtent of stands

The Conference alto
Orestry in the Rsglon w
elatively the smalle t £
managed on & sustained yig
hand the sconomic and soci

to bring about increased ¢
Products.

slarmsd about I
the regions of
ca. The number and
8 werc extremely small and on the other
elopméent in the region might be oxpected
ion reguirements for round wood and its

H '“b

’3‘

(d) Mesting on Agricultural lxtension

The discussion of nollcy guestions arising out of the Near IZast
Technical ﬂ&éulbé on Agricultural ﬁ»ubp81on demonstrated an increased

@preciation, on the part of Hember Governments, of the Ffundamental
ilportence of ?grl ultural cxtension in the complex of government
#services reguired for agricultural development. Problems of <xtension

o

organization and tralning werc considered and the need was oxpresssed for
a thorough study of extension scrvices in the countries of the Region.
Delegates commented on the close relationship betwsen ag rLculturul
extension and other types of agricultural education and requested F.A.0,
+

sduca
to devote increased attention to vocational training in ugrvothuru

Cu I~3

ﬁuu/S/,E/ 123
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Conference stroessed the desirability of strengthening FAO's Near Bast
gegional Office and of carrying out more activitics of a regional naturs
designed to strengthen national cxtension services. In particular the
Conference strongly ondorscd the IOllOWlng recommondations of the Near Fast
Technical Meoting on Agriculiural _xtension.

Th
R

gi
s

1. FAO should take the initiative in organizing & six-weeks
“hraining course for trainers of oxtension workers.,

raining for

ialists and

2. A pesrmancnt regional centre for adv
extension supcrvisors, subject matte
traincers should be wstablishea.

vanoc
T

Od"

3. PAQ should undertake the publication of a regional gxtension
periodical.

4. PFAO's Near hast Reglonal Office should serve as a clearing
housse for colluction ana distribution of cxtension teaching

materials produced in the Reglon.

5. A team should be organizsd to svaluate sxtension org ganization
and programs in the Regilon.

6. FAO should organize a study tour for extension leadesrs.

7. A surpvey should be made of existing agricultural wvducational
institutions and their facllitics for training sxiension
pesrsonncl.

mmendations, the Conference gave highost
prlorluy to thosu dealing with training and requested that in addition
to arranging aining centres, FAC should assist with short-—torm

national ura1n1a5 centrss. The Conference recommended that the survey of
agricultural <ducational institutions and their facilities for extension
training be broadcencsd to cover facilities for agricultural and forestry
sducation in gencral, including vocational training. In carrying out

a1l of the rsoo“mvnauuions, HFAOQ was reguusted to bsar in mind the language
requirements of th. various oountrlws. The cocpuration of ILO, UN®ESCO,
and the League of Arab Statcs, in ifmplementing the recommendations of
common intercst, was off.red by the obssrvers of thess organizations.

(¢) PAO/WHO Regional Nutrition s cting

Policy gucestions arising from dealt with in
<

Chapter C. 2 Problems of Futrition
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C. MAJOR QUESTIONS OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION

1. Orientation of Agricultural Production and Supplies in Relation to Demand

a) The Short-term Outlook for Food and Agricultural Products in
International Wradog

The Conferenca considered the short-term outlook for food and
agricultural products in international trade in the light of recent trends
in the world agriculture situation and with regard to developments in
respect of commoditiss of particular interest to the Near East Region.

The Conference was informed of the main conclusions drawn by the
Counicil at its 29th Session from its general review of the State of Food
and- Agriculture. It was concerned to note the persis t@noe of certain
disgquieting featurss the world agricultural commodity situation, in

particular that :

=\ o3 . N .
(1) the volume and value of trade in some major agricultural
commodities had fallen,

(ii) siportable supplies generally had remained large and
agricultural surplus rroblems were affecting a number
of commoditics and countriesg

(i1i) the decline in international market prices of many products,
particularly when seen in relation to movements iu prices

of other goods, had imposed ssriocus financial strains on
several agriculitural countrics

o
<l
3

present production prospects indicated that supplies of
several commodities would remain large throughout 1958/59,
with no commensurate developments in the growth of world
consumption.

Viewsd agaant this background immz=diate prospects for the main
Near uast export commodities werc not ¢ncouraging. World consumption
of cotton, for example, was still on the decline and while demand for
long-staple varistiss was sxpected to increase, average prices were
likely to remain depressed. Similarly, the export outlook for fresh
fruit was unfavourable dus %o ample suppliss in the furopean market.
In coffee, a further increase in stocks of the main producing countries
appearsd 11Kuly during the coming year. The Conforcnce noted, howsver,
that the demand for uried fruit including raisins and dates was expected
to remain fin Oggnu% of orisntal tobdcco was bslow that of last year
and Anucrnatlonal market trends with respect to this commodity were
¢Xpscted to remain F“vourabls.

y '} "7 s}

7
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Jear Last harvests of commoditics entering into international trade
had generally shown an upward trend and it was feared that foreign
sxchange earnings from a@rlculturnl sxports might not be maintained with
possible unfavourable effects on the rate of implementation of economic
velopment programs now undsr way in many countries of the Region.
ruruagrmore, import requiremsnts of basic foodstuffs, in particular grains,
were increasing in several countrivs, both as a result of the growth in
population and of unfavourable crops and this would mean a further straim
on forsign oxchange resources. In the opinion of the Confersnce these
developments underlined the nced for countries both within and outside tho
region, to adjust the orievntation of. °~rlcultural proauction more clossly
t0 demand. The importance of the prlnclplcs of sclective ¢xpansion of
production and consumption was stressed in this connection. The suggestion
was also made that with o view to furthering implementation of national
dgevolopment programs, governments holding large stocks of basic foods,
particularly cereals, should consider making thesce available on favourablo
terms to interested countries in the Reglon. '

R

The Conference not.d the information given in secretariat paper
NERC 58/5 rvgar ing the short—term outlook for cercals, cotton, oll secds
and oils, fresh and drie¢d fruits, tobﬂcco, coffee¢ and sugar, as well as
the more recent developments affecting these commodities as reported by
the segcretariat. Several delegations provided supplementary information
on developments in their countries.

With regard to rice, exporits had been suspendced from the Southern
Region of the United Aradb Republic following a poor harvest.

There had been a shortage of rice and wheat in Pakisten but latterly
the supply situation had improved. ¥heat import requirements of the
Southern Region of the United Arab Republic werc sxpscted to increasc in
view of a reduced crop. Short crops of wheat and barley had also been
harvested in the Horthern Region, Jordan and Iraq. Attention was drawn
to the region's continuing high import requircements of wood and wood
products. Qutput of fruit and vegetables was increasing rapidly throughout
the region cspecially in Lebanon, Jordan and the United Arab Republic, where
ample supplies were available for sxport. The delegatss of Ethiopia and
Sudan drew attention to the ¢xpansion in livestock numbers and output
of livestock products in their countries and to the incrsase in exportable
supplics of these commodities.

In c¢xpressing its appreciation for the documentation presented by
the secretariat, the Conference considered that short-term outlook forccasts
provided a valuable basis for governments in determining desirable adjust-~
ments in import and uxport policies for a period of 1Z to 18 months ahsad.
Such forecasts could also assist countriss in appraising prospects for
foreign exchange ¢arnings from agricultural products. The Conference was
glad to be informed that FAO was giving continuing attention to the further
development of commodity outlook work and belioved that the exchange of
information at Regional Conferences on short—term supply and requirement
prospects for commodities of importance to <ach region could uscfully
supplement the work of the FAO Committes on Commodity Problems and its
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different commodity groups, the Gouncil and the Conference. It was
suggested that FAC would consider the possibility of preparing from

time to time up-to-fate statements on the food and agricultural situation
and outlook in the Near Jast for the information of member governments

in the Reglon.
b) FEffect of Longer Term Factors on Demand and Consumption

Pactors stressed in the discussion of the longer term outlook for
demand and consumption included the rapid growth of population, and
changes in food consumption levsls.

There is a realization that population datas are inadequate in many
countries of the Region, but it is clear that the rate of increase is
very high, reaching up to 3 psrcent per annum in some countries, though
the rate in most countries is of the oxrder of 2 to 2.5 percent. Such
rate of increase requires heavy capital investment and a rapid increase
in agricultural production if standards of living are to be maintained
or raised.

EZmphasis was also pl&cea upOr changes in consumption levels for
food, forestry and other agricultural products following changes in
income and the growth of city populations. Again there is a dearth of
accurate information on these factors.

Several aelegations emphasized the need for systematic government
planning to prepare for this Ffuture grow*h and change including those
of Afghanistan, =thiopia, the Sudan and the Uaited Arabd Republic. OF
interest in this connsction wers the details of government administrative
structure givsn by many delegations on the role of government departments
in planning, implementing and administering rural development, (Item 10
of the Agbnda). There is no uniformity of government structurc, and the
approach to forward planning follows no regular pattern. Comprehensive
gconomic development plans have not yot been developed in this region,
though the delugations of several countries referred to steps being taken
in this direction. The approach more commonly adopted is through a
development board or coordinating council. The nesd for agriculitural
sconomic research and further training centres in the cconomic planning
of agricultural and forestry development was stressed.

Reference was alsc made to the need for high calibre sconomic planning
experts with a comprehonsgive outlook to assist governmments on a longer
term basis in the fisld of agricultural development.

Guidance was also regussted on methods to be adopted in implementing
development policies. The delegate of the United Arab Republic, for
example, placed great cmphasis on the use of cooperative organizations
for production quuiSlva and for marketing. Hs also smphasized the
need for improved transport and communications to Ffacilitate development.

@ =
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¢c) Marketing

One of the wmost striking facts smerging from the Conference was
indsed the appreciation of the nesd for improved marketing and distribution
in countries where population trends, the effects of rising income per
head and the process of urbanization combine to make traditional and
existing marketing and transport arrangements inadequate to supply the
growing needs particularly of milk, meat, fruits, vegetables and other
perishable foods. All delegations stressed the need for improvements
in marketing.

The delegation of the United Arab Republic referred to inadequate
availability of shipping and itransport planes for perishabls commodities.
Other delegations mentioned the growing use of refrigerated road vehicles,
but the greatest emphasis was placed on the nced for research and training
in particulaer marketing methods. 1In this connsction, the United Arab
Republic reaffirmed its offer to act as host government to the proposcd
regional training centre on the marketing of fruits and vegetables, which
had been pustponed for several years through lack of LTAP Regional Project
funds. The delegation of Lebanon strongly recommended & permanent FAO
regional marketing centre in Lebanon to conduct research, practical
developments and training in the marketing of agricultural products with
particular refersnce to frults and vegetables. A Fformal offer was made
of buildings for the institute including experimental and research
facilities and 3 large centres for packing citrus and apples, cold stores
and refrigerated transport for demonstration purposes. The special
adventage of Lebanon for such a regional centre were outlined and
apprsciated by many delegations.

These proposals are embodied in the following récommendation.

RiCOMMINDATION ON AGENDA ITEM 6

UTHE ORIENTATION OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

AED Sﬂ?ﬁLiiS IN RELATION TO DEMAND"

The Conference recommendeds

A. To Governmentsi

That to improve the organization of agricultural proauctlon and the
factual basis of a ¢O¢1ﬂultuva¢ planning

1. Govermments of the reaion‘give careful consideration to the
improvement of rural imstitutions, particularly the formation
of cooperatives in the field of improved seced supplies,
fertilizers, other production requisites and marketing.
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2. Governmenis of the rsgion underiake surveys and studies
including:

(a) The collsction and an alysis of demographic statistics of
the level of populati ong the rates of increase, changes
in the age compositio The de‘ree and rate of urbanization
and othbr relevant factors. That in these studies they
gnlist the full support of the United Fations, the
Statistical Society for Araeb Countries and other bodies
gxperivnced in the demogrephic field.

(») Housshold consumption surveys to debtermine gxpenditure
on food and non-food items including quantitiss self-
produced in relation to total sxpenditure, size and age
of family in different social and incoms groups. Thess
surveys way be, whers appropriate, combinsd with distary
and other wconomic surveys. The help of statisticsl
bodiss competent in this Ffisld should be sought including
the Near last Regional Office of FAO.

B, To FAQ

That to improve the efficieuncy of the reglon in agricultural planning
and marketing that FAO uadertake as soon as possiblss

i
*
o

he establishment of a further regional training centre on
€00 EOUIC planning and project formulation, including the
velopmunt of agriculture, forestry and fisheries projects.

(3]

g.z

A%
»

The conducting of & shori LF ensive training centre on the methods

of packing, grading and mar uﬁxlg of fruits aand vegetables,in

Cairo. This centre has been postponed several Times through

lack of #T4P regional project funds and was scheduled for 1958

in Cairo. Special efforts should be made to secure the necessary

funds o hold thy contrs as soon as possibla.

3+ The creatlon of & permancnt regional marketing institute in
Lebanon tos ‘

(a) Organize reguler trsining courses in the principles and
practices of agricultural maxketing.

N . o

(b) Conduct ireining in the region on the marketing of
agricultural commodities particularly of fruits and
vegelablas, .

(¢) Study and develop grades and standards on a regional and
international basis.

() Study and develop the packing, handling, storage and

transnort of agricultural products, particularly Ffruits and
VeEge table

Ay oS S N
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(e¢) Conduct ressarch on marketing methods.
(£) Publish reports and studies on agricultural marketing.

The Dirsctor-General is invited to explore the site and facilitics
available in Lebanon for this permanent institute and to explore

the possibilities of financing this project from ETAP, the UN Special
Fund for Bconomic Development or other sources as soon as possible.

4. To approach Governmints in general:

To dircect as far as possible any scxpansion in production
towards commodities in short supply in accordance with the
principles of the selective sxpansion of production and
consumption adopted by the Tth Secssion of the FAO Conference.

5. To approach Governments holding large suppliss of foodstuffs:

To consider making supplies,particularly of grains,available
under suitable currency arrangements to assist countries of the
region engagsd in large—-scale sconomic devslopment programs, in
accordance with the FAO Principles of Surplus Disposal and the
recommendations of the FAQO Conference and Council.

6. To approach the United Nations and other agenclsss

To conduct surveys of equipment available for transporting
perishable products including big slow transport planes and
refrigsratcd and ventilated ships, with a view to communicating
such surveys to the interested countries of the region as sarly
as possibls. ’

2, Problems of Nutrition in the Region

The oxtent and seriousnsss of problems of nutrition in the region
must be emphasized. While a satisfactory analysis of food consumption is
not at prssent possible, in view of the incompletes and imperfect data on
food supplies and food utilization, and the small number of food consumption
surveys as yst mads, there is abundant ovidence that the diet of large
sections of the population is unsatisfactory. At the present tims there
is no marked general shortage of calories in most countries in the region,
though inadequate calorie intaks occurs in certain groups and intake may
show seasonal Tluctuations. Dicts are, however, in general deficient in
pProteins of high quality and in certain essential vitamins and minerals.
Available knowledge of the prevalence of under - and malnutrition and
Jeficiency dissase, and of morbidity and mortality in infants and young
children, is generally in lins with what is known about food consumption.
Evidence from both sources underlines the need to ralse levels of nutrition.
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The Confersnce had before it & summary of the Report of the FAQ/WHO

Nutrition Committse for the Near East, which met in Cairo from 18 to 26
rsidered and supported the rocommendations made by

November 1958, con

that Committeé on matters falling within FAO's fldla of interest. It has

reproduced some of these recommendations in its own report, under various

relevant heads, with any additions and modificatiocons arising out of its

own discussions. The full rcport of the Joint Committee will be available
0

to governments in dus ¢

a) Nutrition in Relation to Food and Agricultural Policy

Many factors influsnce food consumption. In Section A of this Chapter
of the report attention is given to such factors as demographic changes,
income and pric¢ levels, and marketing probleoms. It is, howsver, essential
that, in planning food and agricultural policy, carnest attention be paid
t0 the nutritional reguirements of the consumer and that policy be oriented
to fulfil these regquirements. While effsctive mesasurss Lo improve nutrition
necessarily differ from country to country, the Confersnce emphasized the
need which exists in most countries for greater suppliss of inexpensive
foods rich in protein, both of animal and vegetable origin, including fish
and legumes. Increased pvoduotion and consumption of vegetables and fruits
are also highly desirable from the nutritional standpoint. Mention was
also made of the need to strike a balance between cash crops and the
production of foods which are directly consumed by the people and help to
cover their nutritional requirements. Of special importance is the deve :lopment
of better facilities for the preservation, storage, transport and marketing
of foodstuffs. ILfforts should be made to utilize more fully for human
consumption in the region foods such as dates which are in surplus supplies
in some countriss. ‘ '

The various measures necded t0 establish and implement satisfactory
national nutrition policies ar¢ considered below.

b Data on Food Consumption

Hore accurate and coxpruhon81vc data on food consumption are needed
in the various countries, since knowledge of food consumption and its
trends is a necessary basis for sound national food and nutrition policies.
Thi§ requires the establishment of national food balance sheests and the
conducting of dietary surveys. Housshold consumption surveys, referred
to in Section IIT A, may be made from various motives. If the wmotive is
primarily vconomic, the survey should be designed to provide some useful
nutritional information. Coqursleh in making dietary surveys the main
object of which is to obtain data on food consumpition, information should
also be collscted on the gconomic, agronomic and social background of the
grbup surveyed. Vhinever possible, diectary surveys and clinical surveys of
the state of nutrition should be made simultansously on the same population
group, account being taken in the clinical surveys of the relation between
nutrition and infectious and perasitic discasec. Knowledge of the nutrient
content of local foods, and of the sffect of local processing methods on
nutritive value, is nseded for the analysis of distary survey data.




The Confsrence recommends:

(a) that governments should make every effort to develop satisfactory
national food balance shests, seeking assistance from Fa0 as
needed

(b) +hat more dictary surveys should be made, by statistically sound
methods and by suitably trained workers, whenever possible -
dietary surveys and surveys of state of nutrition being made
simultancously on tlhie same population group

(c) that a simplie "Manual on Dietary Survey Techniques', specially
designed for use in rural arsas and dealing both with methods
of making surveys and the analysis and presentation of thelr
results, should be pre-arsd with assistance from #AC.

) National Nutrition Committecs

Fational nutrition committees, of appropriate composition and with
defined functions, can make an essential contribution to the end in View.
Their establishment has been recommended by various FAC Conferences from
the Hot Springs Conference (1943) onward. The Conference noted, however,
that such committeces have often bsen ineffective or have failed to survive,
among the reasons for this being the absence of clearly defined programs
and. functions, lack of trailned nutrition workers to proviae technical '
advice, insufficient funds to enable the commlittee to function actively
and sncourasge nutrition work and applied nutrition programs, and lack of
authority to influence national nutrition policy. Special consideration
was given to this problem by the Ninth Conference of P40 {1957). Each
FAO Near .est Regional Conference, as well as the Arab League, has urged
the setting up of such commititess. With regard to their structure and
function, the present Confersnce makes the following commentss

(i) If a National Nubrition Committes is to exercise a real influence
on national Ffood and nmutrition policy, it should be composed of
officials of high rank. On the other hand, such officials have
often no time to study thoroughly the problems involved and need
technical advice. :

(ii) The Committee may meet under the auspices of the Ministry of
Health or the Ministry of Agriculturs. The development of
national nutrition policiecs and programs depends, howsver, oxn
the co-ordinated efforts of & number of ministries and servicese
Hence, it is desirable that the Committee should not be

responsible to a single ministry, but should wesport to a hi

executive authority, such as a Council of Ministers or a Na

Planning Board.
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ury of thb Comwiﬁt@e should

(i11) A permanent secorebari for the Commities is sssential, and the
ﬂucw&mﬂrj financi L sdministrative arrangements Tor this
nical ssorese
3efe

cleoss relstionships with unlversity

(iv) The Committes should have
research laboratories and sther regearch inmstitutions. It should
preferably heve funds 2t its disposal to support research needed
to guide practical nutrision aciivities.

(v) It is suggested that a National Futrition Committes may conslst
of senior represeniatives of the ministrics concerned and include

representatives of the food industry and of the consumer, One well-
tt ver year would probably be

preparsd meeting of such a Comm ¢ p
sufficient. The subsitantive work should be done by technical
Batitat

sub~committees, orgenizea by the permansnt secretaria t, which
would meke rocommendations for action to ths Hational Nutrition
. .

Committee itself. The reports and &n

Committese should not be confinsd to genew L

by selid and convincing facts

cse comments may Scrve as & general guide, it is recognized
g¢ siruciurs and Tuncti of NWational Putrition Commitd

“rom counitry o country, in accordance with administrative
o o

)

that the 3
will differ
el

The Confersnce recommendss

(a) that Fational Mutrition Committees should be sst up in countrics
in which th.y o 4 appropriatsly strengthoned
in countries in ready boen sstablished.

now axist, an
A

g
ch they have

EY

riLy
and fu-ds to carry out their funcitions.

i) Fational Hutrition Institultes, Depariments or BureauX

The main functiocns of inetitutss of this nature includs the conducting
of surveys, und@rtﬂbing spacial investigations concerned with problems
of nutrition and the development of educational programs. They should
work inm assoclation with various minisgtriess or departments of govsrnments
“ncluu;rg Health, Agriculture and . ation, which have responsibilities
for various aspects of nutrition, and with National Hutrition Commititees.

nal Wustrition Institutes should be wsgtablished or

strvn»thuou* in the various couvntries.

(b) that PAO ghould, on request from governments, provide experts,
gguipment and followships, to assist in the setting up and
development of such Institutes.
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&) Consumption Goals

Consumption goals which take account of nutritional requirsments should
be establighed with the cooperation of national nutrition institutes and
nutrition workers. Thuss goals should be realistic and related to existing
food habits, the sconomic situation and to the practical possibilities of
expanding food production. In most cowntries, increasing supplies of food
rich in protein will be an important objective.

f) Zducation and Training in Nutrition

While the solution of the problem of nutriton liss largely in agricultural

and sconomic developmont, ignorance about the foods or diet needed for health
is also a major causs of unsatisfactory nutrition. Vigorous efforts to
develop =ducation in nutrition arc a necessary part of national food and
nutrition policies.

Bducation in nutrition should be provided through a variety of channels,
including schools, matcrnal and child health ssrvicss and community
development and rural welfare and agricultural extcnsion programs, and be
linked with other activities such as health education, supplemsntary
feeding, homs cconomics and, when feasible, the dsvelopment of school
gardens. This calle for the training in nutrition of workers at various
levels, varying from profussional and spcocialized personnel to workers in
local services who can pass a nutritional knowledge to the people during
their daily activities. ¥ith respect to profsssional personnel, special
attention is dirscted +o ths need for training more non-medical nutritionists
and dietitians on a graduate level and their suitable employment in practical
nutrition work. It is also necessary to increass the number of home
sconomists and to develop home cconomics service, since home ecencmiste can
influence women in the home and help in improving family diets. Some
training in nutrition should be provided to services working at the village
or community level, to snable them to instruct the people in better habits
of diet. In educational campaigns account must be taken of food sanitation
and. of the re¢lation betwsen malnutrition and infectious and parasitic
discase.

The Conference recommendss:

(a) that measures be taken in the various countriss $o develop
the training of specialized nutrition workers.

(b) thet suitable nutrition instruction be included in the training
of hsalth personnel, school teachers, agricultural sxtension
workers and social welfare workers.

(c) that the education in autrition of the people be vigorously
promoted through all appropriate channcls.

hat FAO should comsider the possibility of organizing, preferably
in association with WHO and other international agun01vsg a
training course¢ in nutrition for worksrs in the reglion.

—~
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g)  Supplementary fseding

The supplementary fecding of vulnerable groups, particularly expectant
nursing wmothers, young children and school children 1s a direct mesans of
improving matrition and can be used as a medium for sducation in nutrition.
The provision of free or cheap subsidised meals to indusirial and other
workers 1is &lso a valuable measure.

The Committee recommends:

(a) that Goveraments should extend the supplementary feeding of
these various groups;

(b) that a Seminar on Supplemente
Jutrition should he arranged
UNICEF and WHC.

Feeding and iducation in
i in assocliation with

n) Other Recommendations to F40

The Conference recommends:

(a) that arrangements be made Tor a small team of highly gqualified
nutrition workers to visit different countries in the region on
the request of governmenis o advise about the development of
nutrition ressearch and practical nutrition programs ano on
problems relating to national nutrition pelicies. The cooperation
of WHO in this project should be sought.

(b) that FAO provice wmore fellowships, on the request of governments,
for the training abroad of workers in nutrition and associsted

fieglds from the region.

i)  ixchange of Information

Enowledyges of the developments in nutrition rszes
nutritien taxing place in one country is of valus in
the field of nutrition in other countriss.

sarch and applied
furthering work in

The Conference rscomncnds:

that more ftschnical information on nmutrition and associated subjects
should be intcrchanged within the region and that the FAO Regional
Office should encourage anc contribute to this sxchange.

j) Burther Meotings of the FAO/“TO Mutrition Committee for the Near sast

Meetings of a commitice of this naturs are of vnlue in promoting
contact between nutrition workers in ciffsrent countrie.s, in clarifying
autrition problems in the vegion and in laying plans for futurs developments.



The Confoirence recommandss

that further msetings of thoe FAC/WHO Mutrition mn' ttee for the
Near Bast should Ye hsld periocically, preferably et intervals of
about three years.

3. Organization and Development of Ressarch in Agriculture

Fisheries and Forestry

There was gensral recognition by the Confercnce of the need for well
established national programs of research, in relation to agricultural
development. Dstails were given by certein delogations of existing natlonal
ressarch organizations showing that a number of countrics had already
established coordinating committees and rssearch councils and other research
bodiss which served as a Liaison between rescarch workers and policy making

bodiss.

The delegate of the United Arab Republic duescribed the progress made
in both the promotion anu organization of scievntific research in recent
years. Research into improvement of particular crops had bheen considerably
expanied sincs the vetablishment of the Cotton Rescarch Board in 1920.
Research CDmﬂiftho are established in various ministries and agencles.

In 1956 the Highor Council of Sciencces had been cstablisheuw, both to
coordinate all luSwﬂrOh activitivs being carrisd out by Government and to
promote thy widur application of scientific research. 4 national plan for
research is now being studled by this Council.

The delegate of Iran stressod the shortage of specialists and
smphasized the need for paying the highost salaries to rssearch workers;
as was now the policy of his country. A commititce had been set up,
coordinating the various rescarch activities of government departmentss

The Government of Irag hau undertaken ressarch for many ysars in
a wide variecty of agricultural filelds, especially in soil sciecnce,
galinity problems, and in plant and animal discase and pest control. A
Dirsctorate~General of Ressarch was crested in 1957, to conuuct research
within the Ministry of Agriculture in agriculturs arnd fisheries. Within
this Department & Roscarch Council has becn sct up under the leadership of
the Director-Gsnsral. Research is also conducted by the Department of
Forestry which is zlso under the Hinistry of Agriculiurs.

sment of Scientific Research with qualificd specialists

In Jordan a Depart
has been establishced and the Ministry of Agriculture of Jordan has put
thirteen V#nfr1u;ntaT stations at ite dispesal for Research work in various
agricultural ficlds. The application of results of regearch has been

2A0/59/3/1723
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facilitated by ucevelopments in the extension division of the Ministry of
Agrlculuurb. This now contains 182 cmployees incluuing experts in all
ficlds of agriculturce, home vconomics and the organization of Youth Clubs.
The Forest Department of Jordan is also carrying out measures in the field
of soll and water comscrvation coupled with reforcstation of state and
private lands. In conncction with research and extension one of the ssrious
problems is that trainscs from rural areas oftun are unwilling to return

to rural work.

FAO to assist

rch SvalallS =1
ruiting. His
t

The Sudan delogate asked 1if it woule be possible
his government in th. direcet recruiting of suitable resea
thoh they were ¢xperivncing increasing difficulty in re
country had a wide variety of research activitics, coordinate
advisory comaittec on agricultural rescarch. A Central Research Council
is under consideration.

Other delcgations described the national research activities and
pointed out the gesnural shortage of research toechnicians and of cquipment
throughout the Region. A number of proposals werc made by which FAQ might
assist both in the organization of national rescearch bodies and in the
¢stablishment of regional cooperation.

The rols of thu Regional Officc was stressed in promoting such
cooraination, and the Director-Gensral was requested to examine how such
liaison functions might be carricd out.

The Conforence

»

mbcognlz¢n§ the importance of various aspects of agricultural research
)

and its application as a contribution to the cconomic development of
the countrics of +he Rogiong

Considering that the setiing up and the oxecution of programs of
agriculitural riscarch required considerable resources and adequately
trained pgrsonaulg

Convincud of the need to make svery cff rt to promote and facilitate
regional cooperation in agricultural research;

Requests ths Dircctor-Gencral

L. to ocarry out a study and prepare a working paper on
national research organizations and thsl activities
in the field of agriculture, and

2. to convens at the appropriate time s working party.
representing the governments and interested organizations
of the region, to study and recommend measures for
achlieving better coordination in the fisld of agricultural

regearch.

(121
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4} Land Tsnure and Settlement in the Near Hast

Within the last year, the problems of land re¢form have received
increasing attention in this Region. Comprehensive land reform laws have
been proclaimed in the Northern Region of the Unitecd Arab Republic and in
Irag. The distribution of land requisitioned under the Land Reform Law is
virtually completed in the Egyptian Reglon of the United Arab Republic.

In Iran, where the distribution of Crown lands to the villagers has been
proceeding for some time, the government is now priparing to distribute
state lands to the tenants, and West Pakistan has established a Land Rsform
Commission with widse powers to improve tenure conditions and an Agricultural
Development Corporation to speed up farm settlement. All thess reforms

have one thing in commons they all aim a1t giving the cultivators incentives
to produce mors, opportunities for a better living, and a higher status of
citizenship and dignity.

Bach country has various alternatives for improving its land tenure
system. Some agrarian roform measures involve fundamental changes in the
social order, ovhurs can be fitted into the existing system, others fall
in between these two approaches. The choice bhetween these alternative
types of land reform measures is primarily a matter of general national

policy and depends upon special circumstances in the individual countrics.

Once a government has decided to adopt a certain type of agrarian
reform, many technical, cconomic and administrative questions arise in the
implementation of the national policy of agrarian reform. It is one thing
to pass a lawy it is another to implement and administer it successfully.
Many countries in various parts of the world have found the implementation
and effective administration of agrarian reform laws most difficult.

In order to succesd, the tochnical, c¢conomic and administrative aspects
must be competently handled from the viewpoint of better production and
marketing methods, offective cooperative, credit and sxtension services,
and good local organization for the participation of farmers in the program.
Otherwise the agrarian reform program may fail to bring the desired results,
may rseduce consumpiion and cause a serious decline in agriculfural
produ ction, particularly in market and export crops, and may leave
digil lusionmsant in its wake on the part of the farm tenants and laborers
Who were to benefit from the reform. It is not enough to distribute the
land. Land and water must be used better than before, more and better
types of credit must be provided, cooperative services must be organized,
and most important of all, the cultivators must be helped to assume
responsibilities as holders of their farms and as citizens of their
community and country. The delegate of the United Arab Republic stated
that the farmer should be comsidersd as the principal elemsnt of production
and every step should be taken to promote his welfare. TLand reform programs
should be designed to look aftsr the farmer whother he be an owner, a tenant,
or & laborer.

FAO/59/3/1123



The delogates wore in general dg*@ement that land reform measurss

must be accompanisd and supperted by provisions for supurvised credit
n e

fitted to the managerial nceds of tesnanis .AC small land owners, so that

they can obtain better sceds, fertilizers, draft power and implements

for more <fficicnt production at favourable tsrms. Such provisions have

been mads under the land roform laws of ths Unitod Arab Republic in the
n

;
Southern and Worthern Reglons, in Irag and in Ira

The Confercnce rocognized the imp
o~ I
[

rtance of vigorous coopsrative
gocietiecs to assist hv SMull CHLuIVﬂ s

rs in marketing their products, in

or production and home consumption,

in obtaining ﬁbb use of various klnus of machinery and cquipment too costly
for them to own individually, anu in following proper crop rotations and
other improved farming practices. The delsgatcs from the United Arab
Republic, Iraq and Iran reported that thelr governments are giving strong
support and financial assistance to cooperative societics particularly

in land reform arsas. The ropresentative of the Arab League emphasized

the vital nscd for promoting the cooperative movement since it is a relatively
new form of organization and mutual z2id activity in most countrics of this
Region. He referrsd to a meeting on coopsratives planned to be held in the
Region in 1959, at which the role of cooperatives in agrarian reform programs
will also bs discussed.

There also was a strong consensus of the delegates concerning the
crucial role of sxtension ssrviccs in agrariaﬁ reform programs. The
cultivators are callsd upon to assume new responsibilitvies as holders of
productive farm units, to adopt better techniques and more efficient
farming methods, All this requires new skills in organizing the farm
into a modern production process and calls for technical and sconomic
advice from well-braincd extension workers on ths village level.

Several delegates ralsed the problem of dealing with consolidation
of fragmented holdings and the enlargement of undersized farms with a view
to creating viable farm units yielding a decent livelihood to the farm
family. These issues require a good land rsgistration system and provisions
for preventing Ffuturc fragmentation into aispsrsed and unwconomic holdings.
The Conference noted that FAO is carrying on work in this field and expressed
intersst in the experience of other countriss in dealing with these problems.

The Unitod Arab Republic reported on the favourable results of the
ceilings on roents cstablished in the Southern Region. The incomes of
tenant familics incrcased not only due to a reduction in rent payments, but

algo due to a higher rate of investment in the production process on the
part of the farmers made possible by lower rents and supported by the
assistance and guidance of the cooperative socictices. Secourity of tenants
on the land has been improved in several countriss of the Region, such as
in Jordan, Iraq, the Uaited Arab Republic, Pakistan and Malta.

The Conference urged that greater attention must be given to soil and
water resources surveys and land use planning, since meny aspscts of
egrarian reform require the allotment of various types of land to their



most appropriate use, such as irrigation, dryland farming, grazing and
forestry. Morsover, thiese various types of land use must be coordinated

in such a way as to yield the highest production and a sufficient incoms

to the raral familics in the rcsycotive arsas. FAQO was requested to furnish
high calibre adviser in this Tield of land use planning and farm devslopuent

for ths mos

t effective-use of land arnd water rescurces, a8 soon as funds
becoms azvailable.

The represcntotive
in agrarian ro¢form, wesp
t
t

ohangal

U 1ly from the VibWD01nt of th. wslfare of
agricultural workers, thelr ecuployment conditions gnd OpﬁOftUﬂlulﬁSa and
any measures desig ¢ lmprove wags levers of agricultural laborers.
ILO will continuce to cooperate with FAO and the ountriu% in The Region
on these matters as it has Zn the past.

oﬁ IL0 expressed his crganizavion's active intercst
cl

S"J

The Confersnce sndorsaed the recommendation made at the Salahuddin
Land Problems Centre that in view of the basic importancs of conducting
studies in the fisld of land problems and pariticularly cxpanding land and
weter development for setiling rural familics on productive farms, &
srmanent Institute, Centre or similar group be organized in the Rugilon
nder FAO auspices to keop thess problems under constant roview, undertalks
sﬁudl ant train tochniclians in these flolds.

"CS

5. The Role of Government Departments in Planning,

Inplementing and Adminigtering Rural Development

The machinery for planning, 3he organizational structure of the .
ministries of agriculture, and the organization or coordinating machinery
for rural development programs Were considered. Thsrs was gencral
recognition of the necd for broad sconomic and social planning based on
comprehensive technical, e¢conomic and sccial data., The need for planning
the organizational and adninistrative structurs, and personnsl requirsments
for development appenr-d to be loss well rocosznized.

the nsed teo move forward simultansously
al development. Although the need for
1t, there was & diversity of views as

Most country delcgnilons felt
in the many ficlds involved in rur
the broad approach was generally e

.L..,,,

to how to organize the work. In some countries, such programs as communit
development moved more or less parallsl to the nrogramg of ola=sstablished

departments. 4 number of countries, however, anking wetermined
efforts to 1nbpbr“uV9 or av lwast closely coordinate, all activitics
fimed zt rural devslopment.
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3 ¢ in the ficlas of
divelopment would be useful
only kighest level, broadly
trained and sxperisnccd itsble. Thoe thought was als
eXpresset that @ttar integ vit “O; of work in the various
subject-natior fie as would be helpful to goveranments in dealing with broad
planning snd organizational probloms.
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planning, organlizing and
and welcoms. For providi
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The Cenfervence alse recognized the hisgh costs of crxisting methods and
strategy of dossrt locust control which undxubueglv invelved some waste of
manpover and materials and belicving that & more rationsl policy of desert

h

= L2
<
locust control could be reached only through a long~term policy of research,

survey and iraining, the Confersnce dopu:a the following resolution:
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and eny other government requesiting the Director-taoncrzl to act accordingly.
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The Confersnce approved in principle the proposals submitted by the
United Arad Republic to the Fifth Session of the FAO Desert Locust Control
Committee, for burcpgthenin“ the international campaigns in ths Arablan
Peninsula through a unified command, increased flexibibility and a
gtabilized budget. Ths Confsrence requested all governments to submit
to the Director-General, as soon as possible, their views upon these
proposals so that they may be considered in detall at the next session
of the F40 Desert Locusgt Control Committes in Jupg/duly 1959,

Yhilst the Confesrsnce regarded the Arabian Peninsula as an area of
great strateglc importance it drew attenticn to the need to treat the
entire invasion area of the wesert locust as one entity. Maximum control
efforts in the Near rzast could be nullified by inadeguate control elsewhers.

The Conference urged the Governmsnt of Temen to establish a national
locust control service at the sariiest cpportunity since it considered that
the lack of such a service wss a serrous obstacle o effective locust
control throughout the Arabian Peninsula.

Noting ths serious locust situation sxisting in the Arabian Peninsula,
the Conference exprsssed the hope that the Dirsctor—-General would explore
all possible means of sxtending immediate assistance in that area.

2. loroccan Locust

Recognizing the continuing threat of infestations by the Horoccan
locust in many countries of the Near Zast, the Dirsctor-leneral was
requested to convens a technical meeting to review progress on resgearch
and control achieved since the meeting on the Moroccan locust held in
Beirut in 1949,

(b) Mediterrancan Development Projuct

The Coaferecnce heard a report on the progress achicveu towards the
implementation of the Hediterranean Dcvslopm@nt Project. It endorsed the
8teps taken and commended the Divector—Gencral for having initiated this
Projesct. Ite special value in the improvemsnt of land use patterns and
practices was cmphasized,

While it was considered that at the present stage of the work it
would be premature to discuss in wetail the broad issucs with which the
Weaitervancen Development Project was concerncd, several delegations
outlined the serious probliems sncountoersd in their countries with regard
to aefective land use practices, dsforsstation and soil orosion.

In Jordan, a forest and watershcd survey has been started as a basis
for a land management plan for the northern forest zone and the associated
catchment arcas. The importance of ﬂjotbmatlc underground water resourcs
surveys wag stressed by the aclegate of the United Arad Republic and
réference was made to pilot projects as a means of administrating improved
land use practices. One such project has already been propossd for the
Northern Region of the United Arab Republic. A number of delegations

FAO/55/3/17:2
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emphasizned the imporiance of fruit production and suggested that FAOC should
undertake regional studivs in *this fi.la. The desirability of a regilonal
training centre in horticulturs was also stressed. The delegate of Ethiopia
suggested thaet a schome similar to the Muditerransan Development Projsct
might be undertaken for the countrics bordering on the Hed Sea.

The Conference sxpresssd satisfaction with the sstablishment of an
ad hoc Committee of the Near Tastorn Forsstry Comaission to cooperate
with the Hediterranvan Development Project,; and urged the countries
represented on the Commititse to participate actively in its work.

3

(¢) Regional dgrcecment on Plant Pusts and Discases

Attention was called to the ssrious and widesnread threat to crop
production caused by plant peste and disscssss, to the danger of possible
introductions of now pests and disvases into She rogion and their subscouent
spread through the region. Detailse surveys of pests and diseascs had been
undertaken in some countrics, such surveys were commencing in ovhersj
nevertheless, the Confurence noted that the knowledge of the ailstribution
of pests and discases within the r.gion was inadequate. The neud for a
general strengthening of plant protoction segrvicus was evident. As regands
the movements of plants into ana within the rogion, such meagurss as
prohibition, certification,inspscilion disinfsetation and quarantine should
be expanded.

4

U

Tt was noted that only three countries within the Near Bast Rugion
(Irag, Pakistan and United 4rad Republic) were partics to the International
Plant Protection Convention.
ate of plant protection measures within
following Resolutions

Having reviewed the existing sta
the region the Confercvnce 2dopted the

The Confervnce

Noting the severs crop lossss caused dy piant pests and dissases through-
“out the FNear .ast Region, the lack of aduquate information on the .
existing plant pests and uissases and the rolative inadeguacy of

pPresent mithots of control in some arsns,

Appreciating that now plant pests and diseasss may Do introduced into
and spread through the hegion,

Recognizing that countinuing and sxtending crop lesscs can be prevented
most e¢ffectiv.ly by the operations of well organized plant protsciion
services throughout the Region,

Regretting that only thres governments of the reglon were partise to the

2
g g \TEG
International Plant Protection Convention,

FAO/55/3/1723



Requests the Dircctor-lenecral:

1 To give urgsnt considsration to the appointment of at least a
temporary Plant Protecotion expert to the Near PBast Regional Office
to assist governmentes in undertaking surveys of plant peets and
dissases, snd in promoting the ssitablishment and development of
national plant protsction services and in organizing & rsglonal
plant pest and disease informsation and reporting ssrvice.

2. To convens as sarly as may be appropriste & regional fechiical
mesting to (o) consider the Tormulation and adoption of =a Plant
Protsotion Agreemint for the Near Zast Region, (b) Propare
proposals for the further strengthening of national plant
protection services throughout the rsgilon, (¢) =ssist governments

tion of & submission for assistance from the United

in the preparati
Nations Special Pund for Iconomic Development to strengthen plant
protection ssrvices.

The Confsrence alse urgsd {a) those goveranments in the region without
national plant protection scrvices to take stops to ssitablish such bodles
without uwelay, and (b) that any government of the rugion not already so
should bwcome a party to the Inturnational Plant Protection Convention.

(a) BSunn Pest

The Conference ¢allsd attention to the sevrious and somevimes catastrophic
depredations caused by the Sunn Pest to cereal crops in many areas of the
Near East Region and requested FAO to dovote maximum possidble attention to
providing assistance t0 governments in arriving at & solution to this najor
problem, The Confurence was informed that although FAO fully appreciated
the great importance of Sunn Pest control ths assistance it had been able

resources and by difficultics in securing the services of sultable experts.
Novertheless, steps were being taken to provide a group country cxpert
during 1959 and to wstablish a documentation centre.

It was suggested that Sunn Pest control Geserved similar atiention to
devoted by FAQ to the Desert Locust problems and that the poseibility

that
f supporting the Sunn Pest project by azllocations from ths United Natlons
c

0
Speeiznl Fund for .conomic Development should be explored.

The attention of the Orgenization was drawn to the nesd for hastening
JETE S . - . -~ s 5
the establishment of an information centre on Sunn Post.

{e) World Seed Campaisgn

The Conference rscognizsd
-

) g he great ilmporfance of the e¢xtonsive use
of high quality sesi of well ads d &

and superior crop and tree varietvies
28 one of the most «ffuetive and cheapest means to increase crop production
and to improve the guality of agriculiural and forsst products. The
Comference, thorefor., strongly supported the docision of the Ninth Scussion
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of ths FAQ Conference hold in 1957 1

will culminate in a "Torld Scea Yezr'; to be wos
of the FAO Confprgaca. 4s 1o the yea

"Horld Seed Ysar', the uclsgation of
recommend 1560.

o launch a World Sced Campaign, which
ignated by the Tenth Scesion

be most suitable as the
ab Republic suggested vo

Gy made considerabls progress
rection of the campaign in
lenning technical activities

fogt wovernments in the region have alrea
in establishing national committcus for ths di
their own countries, and in strengthening or p
relating to crop and sved improvemcent.

Llthough in various countriss a more or less smoothly functloning
gscheme for sewd production, certification and distribution of various
crops is alrecady in operation, it was considered that programs in other
countriss and for other crops could bz intunsified and improved, specially
in the field of secud certification and sced testing

In order to assist tho governments in thsir ¢fforts to ascertaln
the success of this campaign, FAO was resquestsd to provius as many
publications, brochurcs, e¢tc., as possible, from other countries,
prefovrably translated in the local language, 4s a guldance for establishing
sesd improvement schemcs in the countrive of the reglon. It was also
guggested that the countzies of the reglon should prepare lists of
publications available in this ficld for distribution to the interested
countrics through fthe FAO Nea ast Begional Office.

b

e}
r

It wag considerea that training of seed te ub c ans abroad unasr
fellowships would grently assist thos. countrics ch lack gualificd
technical staff for conducting nutional institutloﬂs in the fic<ld of
crop improvement and sced production. Facilitics and ianformation on
the squipment of seud testing laboratories anu inspection ssrvices would
be highly appreciated. Specinl cophasis was glven 10 De8SUTes NE0s38aTY
Tor the maintenance of varictal purity ano trucness-to-typo.

L.I

() 1960 Foriu Agricultural Census

The Confersnce noted rocent asvelopmoents in thoe 44U Program for
the 1960 World Cénsus of Agriculture as pressnit.d in Gooument H.RC 58/16,
and ecnuorsed Fal'ls plons to assist countries of the Reglon in C@T”Jlﬂb out
thelr censuses of agriculture. The Conferencs noted also the increassd
participation of countriss in the 19€C Worloe C.nsus program.

The Conference welcomed the emphasis given by the Dirvector-Gensral
to both the special and common characteristics of the structurs of agri
in the Region and supporbted the holding of =2 regional mecting of na a
and FAOQ exports to formulate a regional census program for the Mear Zast.
The aslegations of Jordan ana of Irag extended an Invitation to hold such
8 meeting in thsir countries. The Conferencs stresscd the importance of
convening this mesting ¢nrly in 1959, if possible in March.

BA0/59/3/1723
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The Conference cmphasized the importance of itraining personnel in
agricultural census operations. Ths Conference strongly supportod the
ce

n
‘holding of a regional training centre on agricultural censuscs in 1959
and urged countrics to participate in this centre. The carrying out of
a trial census and the inclusion of soms crop-~cutiing oxperiments in the
program of the centre were suggested. The uclegntion of the United Arab
Republic offercd facilities as host for this centre. Damascus and the
period from Hay to Jul
T

t
re w
1
vy were mentioned as the most convenisnt location
and time for the centre.

The Confersnce also recommsnded thiat a training centre be held on
data processing pd tabulation of census resulis sarly in 1960. The
delegations of Lebanon and Jordsn extended invitations for holding this
centre in their countriecs and indicated their willingness to offer the
nescessary facilities.

The Conference commendsd the assistance offersd by Fal tb“ou oh the
provision of census oxperts, the fellowship program, and the documentation
prepared by FAO on statistical mgthodology, dats processing and tabulation,
and samnpling methoas. The Conforsnce requested the Jirsctor-Gencral to
continue his ¢fforts in assisting member countrics in the processing,
tabulation and sarly publication of census data provided the confidential

i+

nature of such data were guaranteod.

In connection with the fellowship program the Confersncs suggested
that such training should be on & graduate university level and that the
trainees should be selocted from amongst gradustss in mathematics, sconomics
or agriculture and given an opportunity to specializs in the various ficlds
of agricultural statistics. The training of lower level statistical ‘
personnel could best be unuertaken locally uncer conditions simulsting those

under which they would be actuslly working.

The Confervnce, furt hpxmo¢09 recommended that a team of three census
sxperts be appointed to work jointly with the Ruglonal Statistician in
assisting member countrius in their census work and in coordinating their
plans sc as to ensure international and regional comparability. The team
shoula consist of one specialist in general census methodology, ons
specialist in sampling tcchniques anu the application of statistical
methodology to agricultural c¢xperimentution, and one specialist in data
processing and tabulation.

finally, the Confersnce was unanimous in appreciating the assistance.
glven or plannsG by FAO in agricultural statistics. Delegates oxprussed
thelr support of the Dircctor<General in his efforts to incrsase such

assistance.

(g) Fishe sy Administration

adequate fishery administrations in

The Conference noted the necd for adeg
order to uevelop and implement the programs for uxpan81on of fisheries
within the region. Delegates pointed out the creation of fisherics
departments and policies in line with Rosolution No. 17 adopted by the
Seventh Scssicn of the FAL Conference in 19353.
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The Conference also took note of the potential Tor the development of
fisheriss within the region and the assistance already given by FAO unaer
LTAP. The United Arab Republic delegation called for a concerted regional
approach to ths development of fisheries by FA0.

;d in the Cairo Office

Re G
tion be taken by FAO.

The nesd fo
was indicated and

i W

10 ? Fighories OLTlC s
cn c

1
srence recommendsd su

Q(Fc

b
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The delegates Turther pointed out the continuing need for FAO
asslstance, cspecially in the training of workers and in supplying additonal
experts on various projescts.

In this connection the Conference strongly recommended the sstablishment
of a Training Center on Modern Fishing Gsar and Improved Fishing Methods.

Note was also taken of the possibility of esiab leblng a fishery program
in an established University or Institute within the Hear Hast Region, with
the possible assistance from Governments, UNLSCO and F40. This would give
the opportunity for providing adequately trainet fishery techniclans which
the region currently lacks.

With this additional help from FAO in the form of Training Centers and
experts, it was indicated that Tisheries could be wxpanded and contribute
1

sh
considerably to the basic nutritional needs of the region.

(n)  Animal Production and Health

i g to Animal Production
the S rbt vriat "Animal
ter uviscussion the

¢ Conference considered matters per
and Health. The background paper issusd by
Production and Health! (ngA/T9§8) was noted. AT
Conference rsached the Tollowing conclusions:

tainment

Recognizing the vitnl importance of animal prowuction, (a) for the a
of improved productivity through a more balanced and diversifis
agricultural c¢conomy resulting from the progressing intogration of
animal husbandry with crop pro¢uctlon9 b) for the provision of the
needed farm draft power, and (c) for the improvement of the nutrition
of the people in the Near _ast Hegion by diversification 6f the diet
ane through the provision of protoctive foods supplied by animals

and animal productz,

-
U
3

[E]e8

Noting with approval the clevation of the FAO gcctlon responsible for the
pfogram of work in the Ficla of Animal Production and Health from the
status of a Branch to that of Divisiony

jss}

Urged the Dirsctor--General to allocate the ncoessary funds to the new
Animal Production and Health Division to enable 1t to strengthen
its work particularly in tho Near fast Region where such strengthening
is urgently reguireds; and further

FAQ/55/3/1723



Reguweted the Director—Gener a hegional
Veterinary Officar and NOE : L or Hear
Last *“JlOKF to be atbtachsd to the Regiona fflce (possibly one

from Rsgular Program and

wvadorsed the FAQ program in the Fisla rrouuction and Health for
1859 for 1260-61, including the Study on Problenms
of An Fe Tropical =na dub-tropical arves and the lssue
of a puClLCUulOﬂ on this subjsct, and

Concerning ths Fuﬁctioning of the Heap .
Horging Party on Animal Production and f

and of its

T That
and that
the Near Jast Vor
tochnical groups

procosed to invite governments to submit nominailions

should dssignote thelr respuctive representatives for

Party on snimal Production and Health, anu for the
at the sarlicst opportunity;

Za Th ng Party 1 rrouuction and Hetlith,
58 S00N shoulw cide on the numbesr and

1 sub~groups which need to be established

)

Working Yarty on
group on Animal Health
in orusr buuay the situntion with
the =mesists ; : Fu g al staff zno with the

colle ooia.;on £ the e ana i ser thet 1t may malk- plans and

Animal

recommends or of animal diseases contrel
me&sures and policies 3 '
Concerning Regional Vetow Leborntorics
ant Training C
4 Thet the Govermmonts in the regicn in comsulintion with FaO ghould

concurrently submit an application to the Dircetor of the Special Fund for
~conomic Duvzlonmvnt Line; istance to be given in the order
of USH 1,000,000 ov o

r the implementation of an

[
intunsive and intogr og~r°tionﬂ1 digeas. control progra
which would material and ¢conomic ucv;lop ont in the

rugion;

given by Fal ana b, the Near uast Technical

5. That

Group on 4nimal Henlth to the wesignation of & regional wvaccine production
research ana diagnostic laboratory or laboratories, to the holuing of
treining centres ¢terinarians and the provision of wouipment,

especially transport, with suckh financial and technical assistance as may
bo requirso, to be derived from the Special fund for Iconomic Developmenty

FAO/55/5/1722
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Concerning Rinderpeost

6. That the report of the FA0/0L. Meoting of the Far Last Animal Health
Group which is schifulsd %o take place in Hanila in 1959 as recommended by
the Par .est Rogional Conference hold in Tokyo in Octobsr 1658, and which
will review inter =lia the problems relsting to Rindcrpest Disease Control,
be made available as soon as posgibleg

7. That the results of wxpsriments currently in progress undcer the
sponsorship of 0.I.5. concerning the duration of viabiiity of Rinderpest
virus under asual conditions of trade in livestock and livestock products,
be also made available at the earlisst opportunisy in view of the great
cconomic importance of the matter to both importing and exporting countries
in the regiong g '

8. That particular attention be given by FAOC, by 0.I.5. and by the
propossd technical group on Animal Health to Tthe urgent need for a
realistic policy with regard to the cxportation of livestock and livestock
products from cattles surplus countriss whers Rincorpest is cndemic to thosse
countries which are frec from Rinderpest but reguire meat lmporisy

Concurning Foot and Mouth Discase

9. That the attention of (Covernmsnts should be drawn to the welcome
ggtablishment by FAQ of a WORLD REFERDNCE CZNTRE ot Pirbright, U.K., for
the ddentification of the types and strains of foolt and mouth disesase

virus and that Governmontz should make arrangem.nts for such identilfication
to be simultencously underiaken in their respective national laboratories;

10. The subject of Foot and Moubh disecase, which is bscoming of ever
increasing importance in the Nesr ¥Yast Reglon, should bo further reviewed

by the Fear Best technical group on inimal Health, in the light of important
research Guvelopments now in progress and of the operation of the two Foot

and Mouth vaccine laboratoriss and other laborstorice which may bs cslablished
in the countrics of the Hear Fast Regiong

B

ook

11. That the attention of governments be drawn to th. lmportant roles
played by sheep in the spilzootoloxy of Foot and Mouth dissasc in the
Near last region and that thoe FAO/OIL survey in this fi.ld be continued.

Concerning World Catalosucs of Gen.tlc Stocks
of Livestock

12. That FLO should propars and issus a publicatlion on the types and
bresds of sheep in the Hear Last Region on the linss of the useful
publications recently issucd by FAU on ths types and broods of cattle
originating in 4Lfricay

P T S S
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Concerning Sheop and Goat Preoduciion and their
Discases

p and goats in the Near _wat
t production and thelir alseases
p9551b1y in assocization witk

13, That in vicw of the importance of shee
Region, a techinical mcoting on sheep and gos
1

&
o
O

be held in the rsgion ag seoon &8 practicable,
the next Noar ia Animal Production and Hualth Meeting schedulsd for 195603

Cencerning Animal Climatology
=,

ar Ba

on be given by ths Governments in the Moar Hast

14. That consideratio

Reglon, in consultation with FAO, to ths possibilitics of ssouring
financial assistance from the Spocial Pund for iconomic Development for
the wstablishment of a regional animal climatologiocal centre in the Wear

Basts

Concerning Dairying

15, That in view of the growing importance of the dairy industry in the
region and of the increasing mumber of UNICLP-assisted dniry plants, FaO
should convens a wmoeting on dairy problems in the Nsar Zast Region in

1960 or &g soon as practicable.

In this connection the Confersnce noted with apprecietion the offer
of the Iebanese Dologation that the Government of the Lebanon was preparsd
to act as host for this meeting.

oo
B
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E. PFUTURE ORIENTATION OF FAQ'S WORK IN THD REGION

1, Pree~the-Worli~from—~Hunger Year

In introducting the subject the Dirccior—Genoral supplemented his
romarks on this mattor in his address under Item 4 of the Agenda and
explained the motives which had le¢d him to this proposal. Many separatc
aspscts of production and population, and of surpluscs in some areas and
shortages in others, werc under study but thors was also a great need t0
view the problem of relieving hunger in its entirety and dcal with it in
a unified way. The purposc of the proposal was just that. Tho method
proposed was that an intconsive campaign should be undertaken to arouse
an increassd awarecness in the world of the problems and possibilities in
that context. The campaign should culminate in a World Food Congress in
the designated year.

P40 would contributc an impetus to this by undertaking a series of
studies. These would attempt to bring together and show in focus existing
information on levels of food consumption and health, on the possibilities
and problems of increasing production, and on distribution and trade.

This would not reproscnt new work, but rather a focusing of what had boen
and was being donc on the overall problem of hunger and its removal.

However the task was not ons which FAO could carry out alone. The
fundamental cause of hunger was poverty and this was an important fact
of the field of work of the United Nations. Education was fundamental
for increasing production and improving nutrition and this was the concern
of UN#SCO. The aid of WHO weculd be needed in the study on consumption
and health. UNICEF was closely concerned with the better nutrition of
children and mothers. ILO's help was needed in problems of training and
increasing labour productivity. Thercefore the campaign must be comprehensive
in character.

The Director-General informed the Conference that he had already put
the proposal before ECOSOC and, as a follow-up on this, it had been
discussed at a meeting of the heads of the various UN Aguncies who had
promised full cooperation. He also proposed to cnlist the support of the
non~governmental crganizations, who could take up the problems in the light
of the studies by F4A0 and other agencies and examine the more detailed
aspects of particular concern to them at both international and national
levels.

The choice of 1963 for the Frec—the-World-from-~Hunger Year had a
special significance as the 20th anniversary of the Hot Springs Conference
which had given birth to FAO. The time was thorefore most propitious for
a roview of achievemunts and an assessment of the basks still facing us.
The World Food Congress, which would serve as the culminating point of the
campaign would examine the nature of the prcblem of freeing the world from
hunger, appraise the mcasures being token to deal with it, and recommend
the steps necded to take more adeguate action. The findings of such a
Congress should provide the starting point for policy consideration by

FAC/55/3/1723
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national and inter
a result of QLTGVﬂ71%$¢u ng mads oy the gOv7
¢ Light of the finaings of the Congres

rnational anthoritics. Acticn programs can thon follow
- ;s -
L ¥

(G

in th

In the view of the Jirsctor-Uensral the Cougress cculd not serve these
purposes unless it was more than 2 mecting of goverament representatives.
1t must reflsct the thinking of those im all sphercs of life who had 2
contribution to make. The responsibility for organizing ths campaign and
the Congress should also bo given to a specially constituted body
representative of 21l these intercsts.

d given its warm support 1o
dication of this organization
crimcd.

the whole proposal, which it viewed as a
o

The rscent scasion of the P40 Council ha
red
to the oasic purposcs for which it had bee

©
s
de

n ite formative qtagUU when ideas

&% presgent the whole matter was i
this was the object of placing the

from all sides would be wulcome and
subject before the present Conference.

The Confersnce gave the Director-General's pronossls an enthusiastic
and unanimous welcome in a discussion in which nearly all dslegations
participated. To combat hunger was the foundation stone on which FAO
was bullt, it was the undorlying theme of the discussions at the Conference
and of all the work whioh F&O iid. The Ccnfc¢pno; fclt bhut ibe idea was

L the iacals and hopus of ul‘ humanlty fnu the E1¢bctck—uunbra¢ Wa S
to ﬁv cangra ulated for it,

Referring to the lmmuns;ty of the task the delegate of Lebanon
emphasized the necd for close cooperation with the United Nations and other
Specialized Agencics, and the Conference welcomed the Director-General's
statement that the assistance of other UN organizations had alroady been
pledged to the campaign. -

The delegate of the United Arab Republic noted how nsarly the Directore
General's plan to study production and population trends touchsd on conditions
throughout the Region, wher. population was growing rapidly and very great
increases in prouiuction would be needed in coming decades wven to koep
pace with it. The observer of thu Arab Leaguc pointed out that the Near
dast was not poor, but rich in human and natursl resources, and that onc
t§SK was to focus attenticn on these and provide for their developmeni and
wise distribution.

411 countrics Llu ged their fullest support to the campaign. In this
cinneotion the Conference peinted out that ccuntrios must nct only ccoperats
internally, but with cach cther, if the project was to be successiul.

With respect to the conduct of the campaign, the Dirscter-General stroegsed
that it should be & practicnl cperation direotud to the root causes of T
in which he ianvitcd the participation not only of governments, but of all

other organizations which had this matter at hoart.
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At the conclusion of the debate the Confersnce unanimously approved
the following resolutions:

s FOURTH FAC REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR THS WLAR HAST

t"c

]

THE

Being conscious of the fact that hundreds of millions of people
throughout the world still suffer from hunger or malnutrition, and that
the Near East itself the battle against hunger has not yet been won

Aware of the need for still greater efforts to banish the fear of
hunger from the psople of this region and the whole world

7@rmly welcomes the proposal of the Director-General that a concerted
campaign be undertaken, to culminate in a "Free-the-World-from-Hunger Yesar!
in 1963, that is on the 20th anmniversary of the Hot Springs Conference

Considers that this proposal offers an excellent opportunity to mobilise
public opinion for the intensification of efforts to improve food production
and nutrition

Learns with pleasure that the othsr members of the United Nations
family are expected to be associated with this campaign and that it is
also intended to enlist the energies and resources of the many international
non~governmental, religious and service organizations

Supports the Dirsctor—General's intention %o prepare & third World
Food Survey and rslated studies in the fields of production and distribution,
as a basis for the dissemination of information and to provide source material
for discussion groups throughout the world

Considers that the countrics of the Near Dast are vitally interested
and could and should make important contributions to this campaign

Therefore RECQH

l) That the Governments of all Near jastern countries take steps
to stimulate the discussion of this proposal at all lsvels

2) That the ideas and suggestions of Governments be forwarded to
the Director-Gensral to assist him in working out these proposals for
submission to the Council and the Conferesnce for further action.



2. Trends and Objscitives in the Work of FAO in the Hear Bast

(a) Present and future work of the Orgenization

Ry

The Conference commsnded the Director-General for the work which the
Organization was performing in the region. It stressed the nced for more

intensive and systematic surveys of agricultural land and water resources,
including soil and land olassiin”ﬁiong surface and underground water
resource appraisals, forests and the forward planning of more efficient

land and matcr use in area development projects, including the developmsnt
of farming typss and crop systsms for the most ¢fficiint use of irrigation
water.

In many parts of the Near Bast, water is such & siratsgic limiting
factor in agricultural production, that its fullest dev w*opmeat for
agricultural use is of paramount importance. Irrigation farming must be
dsveloped as sfficiently as possible to obtain the fullest use of water,

farming msthods and crop rotations must bs developed to achieve best use
of the land and water resources. At the same time, the conservation of soil
and water requires comprehensive land use planning to put irrigation,
dryland farming, grazing and forestry in proper relation to each other so
that their rbspact*vc uses support each other rather than lead to conflicts
and waste of resource

Sevéral delegates pointed out that regional projects under Expanded
Technical Assistance in this field should be strengthensd. Many governments,
in particular the Sudan and Afghanistan, recommunded that WiO should give
high priority to wsteblishing under the Technical Assistance Program a
regional post for the Nenr Bast of a land use and agricultural development
adviger., The scrvices of such a highly gualificd cxpert would be most
valuable to the countries in this Region.

3(1

The need for training in the region was thoroughly discussed; and

uttsntion was drawn to the desgirability of arranging trwlnlng courses for

partlclpaﬁ*s from non-Arab speaking countries. The Go

suggested that specizl courses for more advanced stud

and that facilitics would be made available by t

and equipment could be provided by the FAO. Regiona

and tra1nlng centers Lad already been i
advanced in various sub 6 r I

ias ohoulu be OrgmﬂiZ@d
overnnent 1f teachers
regearch institutes
ain countries
5, but $he nced was clearly expressed
dit sglonnl insgtitutes, pe ztibuTarly in
logy, veterinary piologics production, cerca
breeding and locust control training. Mony proposals for training centsrs
Wers made; these, together with the proposed rugional institutes, are
discusssed e¢lsewhere in this report. From whatever source their institutes
or %training centers are financed it was strongly recommended that FAOQ
participation should be guaranteed for long cnough to cnsure their succesSe

D g
=)
L

for the establishment o &
the field of animal climoto
1

:
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In addition to the proposals discussed e¢lsewhere in the report, and
in regard to the future technical work of ths Organization in ths reulons
the United Arab Republic suggested that the.meeting propossd for 1959 ¢
the purpose of achieving uniformity in soil survey and classification
methods should be preceded by 2 study of the progress which had been achieved
in the countrivs in ths region. Additional work should also be carried out
on the use of animal drawn and hand implements and ¢fforts made to pay morc
attention to animal nutrition. A concerted rsgional approach was necded 1o
advise governments on flbhcry administration and techniques, for this reason
it was desirable that the regional fishory officer, referred to above, should
be stationed in the region. BEmphasis should also be placed on agricultural
cducation anc the vocational training of agricultural worksrs for which the
facilitivs of the Arab States Fundamental mducation Csnter (ASFLC) could be
used.

I

ntion being given to the

The Confercnces welcomed the increassd atte
P} Oéfumb =nd noted with satis «
T T 6

social implications of cconomic development
faction the work of the FAO in the ficld of

The Conferencs noted with approval the closc collaboration that sxists
between the FAQ, UN, UNzSCO, WHO, UNICEF and ILO on subjects of mutual
concern in the Hegion. In adulthﬂ it was pleased o note the active
participation of ths League of Arab States particularly ip the field of
desert locust control and the 1ncrua31ng activity of OIE in the field of
animal disease control work in the ar Hast.

(b) Regional structure

icomed the appointmen
Renresentat 1ive ana endorsed the achtivitiss
It was felt that knowlcagu and impact o T
Could be increascd if the information ssrvices of T
strengthened. Haterial should be preparsd on th

be d;rived from the region. It considered
LTAP cxpoerts for the provision of spscialized informa
publications could be translated into Arabic or other

H) O ot
2y

ganization on ths region
he Regional Office werc
nal level and should
¢ should be made of
ion, nd that more
anguagss in use in

the region. Ths library facilities should be stuadily bullt up and kspt up
to dateys these facilities should be made available to research workers

ion. Idbrariss in the couatri.s in th. rogion should

throughout the rug
also be cxpanded and cguipment provided.

The Confirence strongly <ndorscd the roso ho 9th Session of
the FAO Conference helu in 1957 providing for thening of the

WelGOmed the rucunt appointmeniss
cconomigt nne & moarketing
lack of & rugional Tishuery
adviscr. Proposals were also mqu¢ 4 pointmont of regional officers
for agricultural extonsion, 1 nlth, »lant protoction, agrarian roform,
agricultural crvdit, and b“OuﬂuW:uvIo It was howover rscommundced by the
GOVcrnm@pts of Iran and Afghanistan that, du. to the size of the region and

s of

e
regional structurs of the
of & foruvsiry oﬂflovr 2 h
specialist, but concurn

ﬂbu Vo QlITlCQ_blVSS a uo~ro¢1on°; flcb should be established in Toheran
which would scrvice Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. In the lig these
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ional office,

appointments anu of the consesguent trcngthcninf of the reg

the Conference suggestsd that more authority be delegated to the regional

staff so that they may play a more krOﬂounc ;4 rols in the formulation of
' i wy1l as thu aration of

the program of work o
Rogional Technical Hooting n
coordinated, The United Arab Repubd
regional mewtings the following point
1) the participation of the regional staff whother in the preparation of
documents or in conuucting discussion should be wmore pronounced, 2) Conference
documents should be developed carly in advance to ensure the high standard

T uld be more closely
ic Jelegation reaffirmed that in

s

g1

HJ I

should be taken into consideration:

usually maintainsd by the Sscretariat in preparing such documents and
guarantes their exrly aispatch to member countrigs, 3) technical divisions
should continue to be fully represented by high ranking officers, 4) the
provision of precls writers should be made available to unsurs the mainte-
nance of summary records for the proccedings.

The Confersnce also oxpresssd the view tha
officers should not duplicate the work of the fis
remain in the region for sufficient time to enable them to analy
various problems and recommend solutions. The nced for preparation of a
timetable of well-planncd visits by the regilonal officers to countries
in the rogion was strongly stressed. The tlrlno of their visits should

take nccount of cropping scasons and zllow adeguatc time for study of
proposals. s

o) Expanded Technical Assistance Prozram
ana UN Special Fund for Feconomic Development

h } Hations of a Special Pund for
by the Conference. While it was awares
i 1 to the formulation of

The recent cstablishment by
Economic Development was wolcomed
uhuf pryllmlnwry congideration was
requests for submission to the Managing Yircctor of the Fund, it suggested
that projccts should have a wircet pearing on ralsing ~fgricultural
productivity and should be of real goonomic significance. To this end,
ﬂescrt Locust cont IO“q BUTVE vs for natural sygriceltural resources as a hasis
ing, soil and land clossification,

¢1chgv1 8 rrsouersq Unuw X g“ouna Watgr resourcus, forevstry, training,
animal diseasc control, marksting improvement and sunn pest control werse
among those suggestod. These proposals ar. aealt with in the appropriate
hapter of this rcport. In the r ubmissions to the Special

ol @

fund, lkaber Governments of the LLulOr CXDPTressea Tholr dusire to have the
assistince of the Rsgional Office snu th. FA0 Country Ruproscntatives.

The ng assistancs under the
sEpande d . satisfaction with the
results achioved, but aodud the oonulnui & necd to wnsurc thﬁt highly
qualificd oxperts were recruitsd. In view of the rapic risc in population,
an increass in the volume of 2id was called for. Attenclon wag also drawn
to the insufficicncy of iuﬁd for rogional projects under ETAP which were

region developed. In rogard to sxpert scrvicess,

growing in importance as
legation that experts should scrve a probationary

it was suggested DY one de
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period of six months, at the e¢nd of this period the Government and the
Organization would consider the future cmployment of the oxperty it was
however pointed out that present procsdures whereby most cxperts are

appointed, initially, for six months or a ysar, do iln Tfect provide
opportunitics of this kind. It was also suggestod that when cxperts

were roplaced thore should be an overlap in the country between the

incumbent and his successor. Many delegations drew attentlon to the

importance of cxperts! final rcports and askud that they should include

all the necessary detail.d information leading up to the final recommendations.

f

3. Concluding Statement by the Director-Gencral

In a concluding statsment the Pircctor-General p2id high tribute to the
strong uclegations sent by governments of the region, and the high standard
of the discussions. He thanked the delegations for ¢ realistic
recommendations and suggestions that had beon made. Some of fthuse were
addressed to governments and he hoped that these WOUWF be drawn to ths
attention of approrpriatce government dopartments and that aot ion would be

taken. Others wers addrcesscd to FA On these he wou do his best,
though the resourcss of FAQ, both on +1e regular and wfpwqdoa Technical
Assistance Programs,are limited. Some of the proposals could be carried
out with existing resources, others would be considered in drawing up

the program of work and budget for 19460 and 1661. Others may lie ocutside
FAO's resources.

h?
1d

Considerable reference had besn mads United Hations Special

Fund for %conomic Development. The Directo sral reminded delegations
of his opening statcment (see Section B, 1, his report) that this fund
is to finance surveys, rescarch, training = monstration and that the
initiative liss with governments or groups vernments to maks requests.

he had bsen specifically rsquested by th ferencs, he himself would
undertaie to transmit the request for the Locust Control project to
the Maraging Dirvctor of the Special Fund. sould also assist goverumsnts
in preparing requosts on other subjects. He reminded the Confersnce of the

restrictions placed by the FAO Council on the financing of pormanent
regional institutes., Adsguate support from governments is nscessary.
Such aid as FAO could give would be providad. The dirvctor—-CGeneral also
referrsd to the limitation imposcd by the Technical Assistance Committe
of ECOSOC (TAC) on regional projccte, whereby a limit of 12 porcent had
boen set, although FAO had strong requests amounting to more than this
small share of its total progranm.

The oOirsctor-Gencral was not able to derive any precise scale of
prioritics from the discussions, but he had boon improssed | ‘h& bmphwals

o
cwk?

placced on locust Ponur019 mnimal production and hoalth,
sconomic planning, nutrition and sxtension. Ho

for the strong support given to the proposed "Froc L

Tear'". Ilo concluded by stoting that the Confoerence 1

FAO's history becnusc of the strong rupresentation of member countries:
the high standard of th. discussions; the hospitality of the host country

and the «fficient way the conference had been conducted by all concernecd.




. SUMMARY OF PRINCIE PAL RECOM LNDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

s deliberstions the Fourth Fi0 Regional Conference

tain suggestions and recommendations to Member
which are summarized below. IMore detail can be

g of this report.

In the course of it

of the Hear Zasst made ce
Governments, and to
-~ found in earlier cha

O ot I
|—~5 ;:,;J
ot b
o
How

e

te

B. 4. Policy Questions Arising out of Technical Mestings

(a) Ar

1 the Second FAD Near isast Meeting on Animal Health

qu Conference recommendeds

1. that a Near East VWorking Party on Animal Production and Health
be es»a’llshed by FAC and that Governvents should designate their
respective represe ptaulwes therson as soon as possibie. See also
Recomnendation 25 B (i), (ii), and (iii);

2. that ¥F40 should hold a meeti ing on Animal Production and Health in
the Near Bast in 1959 or as soon as poseible thereafter, at which
the members of the Near Bast orking Pariy on Animal Production
and Health and of the technical groups to be established there-
under would participate.

3. The Conference endorsed the importance of government veterinary
ervices and urged governménvs which do not already have such
services to establish them in their own int=rest and in the
interest of neighbouring countries.

(v) Ariging from the deeting on Veterinary “ducation in the Near
Bast (October 1957)

4. The Conference endorsed the need for furthsr consideration to be
&iven to the subject of veterinary suacation and QETOVba the
holding of an international meetin: on veterinary sducation by
FAQ in 1960

(c) Arising from

the Tear 2t Forestry Commission
(October 1958)

5. The Conference sndorsed the following recommendations:

or an adeguate

ganization and

)

o

Lt



(a)

7]
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b

hat an ad hoc Committee be set up to cooperate with the
terranean Development Project, consisting of the

resentatives of Lebanon, Libya, Irag, Sudan and the

ted Arab Reopublic,

fomt
):-7

Msdi
rep
Uni
that the terms of reference of the Working Party on Forsst
Range ilanagement should be expanded to include all rights

of usage as well as grazing, th. Dirsctor-General being
requested to arrange with member countries for the nomination
of representatives to the Vorking Party

that the Dirsctor-General should cxplore possibilities to
set up a_regional training centre on Watershed Hanagements

that a timber trend stuly for the Near dast Region should
be carried outs

L

®

Pd

t a _study of acacias should b. unwacrtaken, including
Gen tlfWCleOﬂg biological necds, valuc as fodder, and
cproduction techniques.

Conferencs rocommendeds

The holding of a Sccond Regional Poplar Conforence, noting that

the

Government of Turkey had offercd to . act as host for a special

seminar on poplar to be set up uncer ETAP.

Arising from the Hear Zast Technical Mccting on Agricultural
xtension (October 1958)

The

4

Conferince c¢ndorssd the following recommendations

P40 ghould take the initlﬂt ve in organizing e sixe
training course for traincrs of sxtension workerss

hat & pormancvnt regional centur for advanced training for
vxt.nsion supcrvisors, gubject _matt.r sp.cialists and

train.rs should be qudbllSﬂgug

©

thet FAO should uwirdsrtake the UuOllCu ron of & regional

extonsion periodical,

.1 Office should swrve as a
cloaring house for colloction anu ulsgtribution of uxtension
terching materials prouwuced in th. Rogliony

that FAO's Ncoar bsast Roeglons

that 2 team should be organiz.d to cvaluate oxtension
orgonization and progrims in thoe Aoglon;

that FAC should organize s stuuy tour for extension leaderss

that 2 survey should be mads of cxisting agricultural
cducational institutions nnd their facilitics for training

¢xtunsion personnel.
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8. The Conference recommended that the survey of agricultural
cducational institulions and their facilities for sxtension
training be broadencd to cover facilities for agricultural

cducation in gencral, including vocational training in
agriculturc. :

C. 1. The Orientation of Agricultural Production and Supplies in Relation
to Demand

The Confercnce rscommended:

9. A. To CGovernmentss

anization of agricultural production and
ricultural planning

thst to improve the org

the factual basis of ag

1. Governments of the region give:careful consideration to the
improvement of rural institutions, particularly the formation
of coopsratives in the ficla of improved seed suppliss,
fertilizers, other proouction reguisites and markstings

Ny

Governments of the region undertake surveys and studiss
incluaing:

(a) the collection and analysis of demographic statistics
of tho level of population, the rates of increase,
changes in the age composition, the degrse and rate of
urbanization anu other relevant factors. That in those
studicve they wnlist the full support of the United Nations,
the Statistical Socicty for Arab Countries and other
bodics vxperiinced in the demographic fields

0
b

(b) houschold consumption surveys to determine expenditure
on food and non~-food items including quantities self-

proouced in relalion to total.ezpsnditure, size and age
of family in different social and income groups. These
surveys may be, where appropriate, combined with diectary
and other sconomic surveys. The help of statistical
bodivs compotent in this filld should be sought including

- . T ey ey ES
che lear Yast

Roglonal Officc of #AO,

s :

sfficiviney of th. region in sgricultural
o FAO uncortal. 2s soon 28 poussibles

1. The cstablishment of a further rogional training contre on
¢conomic plannin. and project formulaticn, including the

development of agriculture, forustry and fisheries projectsy
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2. The conducting of a2 short intensive training centre on the
methods of packing, grading and marketing of fruits and
vegetables in Cairo. This centre has been postponed several
times through lack of BETAP regional project funds and was
s~heduled for 1958 in Cairo. Special erforts should be made
to secure ths necessary funds fto hold the centre as soen as
possiblc. S :

3. The creation of a permancnt regional m Kctlng institute in
the Lebanon tos - :

(a) Organize regular training courses in the principles and
practices of agricultural marksting;

(b) conduct training in the region on the marketing of
agricultural commoditics particularly of fruits and
vegetables;

(¢) study and develop gradss and standards on a regional and
international basisy

(d) study and develop the packing, handling, storage and
transport of agricultural products, particularly fruits
] 3 &
and vegetabless

(¢) conduct research on marketing methods
(f) publish reports and studies on agricultural marketing.

The Direcctor-General is invited to cxplore the site and
facilitices availabls in Lebanon for this permanent institute
and to explore the possibilitiss of financing this project
from ~TAP, the UN Special fund for .conomic Development or
other sources as soon as possible.

4. To approach Governments in genceral:

To dirwvct as far as possible any cxpansion in production

towards commoditics in short supply in accordance with the
principles of the scluctive cxpansion of prouuction and

4

consumption adopted by the Soventh Scssion of the FAO Confercnce.

5. To approach Governments holuing large supplics of foodstuffss

5

o)
<
"D

To consider making supplics particularly of grains
available under suitable currvncy arrangemonts to assist
countrivs of the region vngag.d

4 in large—scale cconomic
development programs, in accordance with the FAO Principles
o)

of Surpius Disposal and the roecommendations of the FAO
Conferencs and Council.

s/ / e
FA0/55/3/1725



6. To approach ths United Nations and other agenciess
To conduct surveys of squipment available for trans-
porulng perishable products including big slow transport
plancs and refrigerated and ventilated ships, with a view
to communicating such surveys to the intercsicd countries
of the region as sarly as possible.
C. 2. Problems of Nutrition in the Region
The Confercnce recommendeds
10. (a) +thet Governments should make cvery cffort to develop

satisfactory national food balance shsets, seecking assistance
from FAO asg L"k,.,{i\,d

(b) that mors dietary surveys should be made, by statistically
sound mothods and by suitably trained workers, whenever

possiblc dietary surveys and surveys of state of nutrition

being made simultansously on

The

same population

groups

(c) +het & simple "Manual on Dictary Survey Technigues',
specia le dbglg ned for use in rural areas and dealing
both with methods of maeking surveys and the analysis
and br~°fntation of thelr resulits, should be prepared
with assistance from FaO,

The Conference recommbnd

() that National Hutrition Committees should be set up in
countries in which they do not now exist, and appropriatsly
strengthsned in countries in which they h ve already been
6stab11sheag

(b> that these Committees should bs given the nscessary
authority and funds to carry out their uqctions.

The Confersnce recommended:
1z, (a) that National Nutrition Ianstitutes should be ss abllsnyd
; or strengthensd in the varidus countries; =
(b) that FAO should, on reguest from Governments, provide
vxperts, squipment and followships, to assist in the
setting up and development of such Institutes.
The Confwrence recommended:
13. (a) that measures be taken in the various countries to devslop
the training of specialized nutrition workersy
#40/59/3/1723
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(v) +hat suitable nutrition instruction be included in the
ng of health pesrsonnel, school teachers, agricultural
n wor<ers and social welfars workers;
the suwucation in nutrition of the peopls be vigorously
promoted through all appropriate channcls;

iny
asd

=
b

.

A0 should consider the possibility of organizing,
srably in association with WHO 2nd other international
; cias, 2 training courss in nutrition for workers in the
o

[
L}
o
Q.

& o

]

14. (a) that arrangsments be mads for a small team of highly
qualified nutrition workers to visit different countries
in the region on the reguest of Governments to advise
about tho development of nutrition rescarch and practical
nutrition programs and on problecms relating to national
nutrition policies. The coopsration of WHO in this projsct
should be soughts

(b) <hat FAO provide more fellowships, on the request of
Governmonts, for the training abroad of workers in nutrition
and associated fields from the region.

-

The Confersnce rocommonded:

15. thet more tschnical information on nutrition and associated
subjects should be interchanged within the region and that
the PAU Regionmal Office should vncourage and contribute to
this exchunec.

The Conference recommenced:

ey f T PR CRNIES
16. that further mectings of the FAO/WHO Nutrition Committee
/
for the Near bast should be hold periodically, preferably
at intervals of about three yoars.
C. 3. Organization and Development of Ruscarch in dgriculture, Fisherics

and Forcestry

The Conforcnce recommended

17. (&) carry out o stuwy and
rzgsarch organizations
of agriculture, and

working vaper on national
netivities in the fisld

(b> convens at the appropri%te time a working party reprsseanting
the Governments and intsrested organizations of the rsglon,
to study and recommend measurcs for achieving better
coordination in the ficld of agricultural rosearch.



C. 4. Land Tenure and Settlement in the Near Bast

The Conference endorssd the recommendation

18.

made at the Salahuddin Land Problems Centre (1955) that

the basic importance of conducting studies in
land problems, and particularly expanding

1aﬂQ and water development for settling rural families

on productive farms, a perm anent Institute, or Centre, or

similar group be organized the Reglon under FAQ auspices;

to keep these problemo unde onstant review, undertake

o : .
studies, and train technicians in those fields.

SUHP
0

D. Specific Activities Bequiring Conference Guidance or Government

Action

(a) Desert Locust Control

19.

F50/55/3/1723

A. To Governments,

The Conference recommendeds:

that the proposals detailed in Annex IIT for an cxpanded desert
locust control program at an estimated cost of about US § 3.7
million, should be submitted by the Governments representsd

at the Fourth Session of the Near Bast Rsglonal Confersnce as
early as possible for consideration by the Managing Director
administering the Special Fund.

B. To FAQ:

(a) Owing to the urgency of this matiter the Conferencs
authorized the Director-Gensral to transmit this submission
to the Managing Director on behalf of the governments of:

Bthiopia Pakistan
Iran Saudi Arabia
Jordan Sudan
Lebanon

(b) requested the Director-General to convene a technical
me.ting on the Moroccan Locust to review progress on
research and control achieved since the meeting held
on the Moroccan Locust in Beirut in 1949,
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(¢) Regional Agreoment on Plant Disemscs nnd Pests

20. A. To Governments:

The Confersnce urged (a) those Governments in the region
without national plant protection scrvices to take steps
to establish such bodies without delay, and (b) that any
Government of ths region not already so should become a
party to the International Plant Protection Convention.

B. To FAQ:

The Conference reguested the Director-General

fat
=
<

give urgent consideration to the appointment of at least
mporary Plant Protection expert to the Near Fast Regional
ce to 2ssist Governments in undertaking surveys of plant
pests and dlseases, and in promoting the establishment and
development of navional plant »nrovection services;

te
i

2, To convene as early as may be appropriate a regionsl
technical meeting to {a) consider the formulastion and
adoption of a Plant Protection Agreement for the Near Hast
Region, (b) prepare proposals for the further strengthening
of national plant protection services throughout the region,
(c) assist Governments in the preparation of a submission
for assistance from the Unlted Nations Special Fund for
meconomic Dgvelopment to strengthen plant protection
BETViCES.

The Confersnce drew atbtontion to:

21. the need for FAO to devote similar atiention to the Sunn Pest
to that devotud to the Desert Locust, including the nced for
hastening the sstablishment of an information ccntre on Sunn
Pest and for oviploring the possibility of sccuring additional
funds including allocations from the United Nations Special Fund
for Economic Development.

(C> forld Seecd Campaign

22. The Conference strongly supported the decision of the Ninth
Session of the FAO Confersnce to launch a2 World Sesd Campaign,
which will culminate in & "World Secd Year', to be designated
by the Tenth Session of the FAQ Confersnce. Certain delegations
suggegtod 1960 ag =z suitadble ysar for the "World Seed Year'.

©h0/59/3/1723
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(£) World : kzricultural Census
The Conference recommendeds
23, (a) that = :éional training centre on agriocultural censusss
be held in 19553
(b) that a $raining csntre in data processing and tabulation
of census results be hsld early in 1960

(g)

PMishery Administration

The: Confersnce recommendeds

nal SuwtlelCl n in a831st1ng
¢lr censusg

work and coocrdinating

reining centre on modern fishing

24. the establishment of &
gear and improved fishing wethods.

FProduction and Health

(h) Animal P

A, To Governmants:

25,

The Conference recommendeds

That the
should concux rrently submilt an
the Spscial Pund for ‘uonon
assigtance to be given in

next 5 years for

‘D

o

Q

Governments in the reglon in consultation with FAO

pplication to the Director of

ic T velopment LOT financial
the order of US § 1,000,000 over the
the implementation of an intensive and inte-

gr"+ﬁﬂ tTa11 d o““r@

Gonel diso

ase control progrem  which

would materis
the region,

B. To FAO:

f:v TJ (=4

The CGHL 2 PENCE
Urgod”™ the Director-
to the new
enable 1t
Near Fest Region where
required; and further
Regquestsd the Director-Ge

to

argl

FR A o

jo

& Reglonal Va
stock

Officer for
&

EI A 7
Y [N A B A B R i
AR /’.-’/.j/ ! ;/-i 2

trade

Gensras T
Animel Production
strengthen its

and cconomic developwment in

the neecessary funds
snd Health Division to

s work particularly in the
strengthening is uvrgently

ailoczte

Su Ch

to aproint as soon a8 possible

terlﬁqu Officer and if possible a Live-~
Hear Bast Reglon, to be attached

(po ssibly one from Regular
from BTAP funds);
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Endorsed the FAO program in the fisld of Animal Production and

i)

i

(iid)

(vi)

ecomn
-

Health for 1959 and the proposals for 1960-61,
including the study on problems of animal Teeding
in tropical and sub-tropicel arcas and the issus
oi 2 publienticn on this subjsct, ?nd

,'_lu

Hzry
Tza F 0 sboulo proceed to invite CGovernmsnts to submit
nominations and that CGovernments should designate their
respective representatives for the Near Fast Working
Party on Animel Production and Health, and for the

technical groups thersunder, at the earliest opportunity;

That the Near last Working Party on Animal Production
and Health, as soon as it is constituted, should itseld
decide on ths numbsr and nature of additional tschnical
gub-groups which nsed t0 bs sstablished as required;

That in the first instancs, however, the FNeanr Bast

Working Party on Animal Production and Health should

obt up o techniceal group on Animal Health in order that
y as soon as p0351b16 review and study the situation

tas FAU Hoadouartors and Rogional
the wla and in ord

dutiong for further
ownurnl WD & and
fone

in the Hear

That consideration be given by FAC and by the Near Hast
Technical Group on Animal Health 1o thu weplgnation of

& reglonal vaccine production research and diagnostic
laboratory or laboratorics, to the holding of training
centres for vetsrinarians and the provision of equipment,
gapecially transport, with such financial and technical
agsistance as may be regulred, to be derived from the
Special Fund for Zconomic Developments

That the report of the FAO/OIE Meeting of the Far Dast
Apnimal Health Group which is scheduled to take place in
Manila in 1959 as " Ticommended by the Far Baet Regional
Conference held in Tokyo in October 1958, and whlch will
revicw inter alia the problems relating to Rinderpest
Dissase Control, be made aveilable as soon as possibles

That ths results of uzperlmupts currently in progress
under the sponsorship of 0.I.B. concerning the duration
of viability of Rinderpest virus under usu al conditions
of trade in livestock and livestock products, he also
made available at the earliest opportunity in visw of
the great sconomic importance of the matter to both
importing and exporting countries in the regiong
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(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(xi)

(xiii)

- 61 ~
That particular attention be given by FAO, by
0.I.E. and by the proposed technical group
on Animal- Health to the urgent ns
realistic policy with regard to I
of livestock and livestoCk pr

s

a for a
e gxportation
s from cattle

e
h
uct
st is endemic

ree from Rinderpest

%
O
surplus countries where Rinderp
to those countries which are fr
but require wmeat importsy

That the att ention of Governments should be drawn
to the Weloomu establishment by FAO of a WORLD
REFERENCE CSNTRE at Pirbright, U.K., for the
identificaulon of the types and strains of foot

and mough disease virus and that Goveruments

should make arrangemcnts for such identification

to be simultaneously undertaken in their respective
national laboratorics;

¢ subjsct of Foot and louth disease, which is
coming of wver increasing importance in the

ar DLas?t Region,‘should be further reviewed

by the Near wsast technical group on Animal Health,
in ths light of important research developments
now in progress and of the operation cf the two
Foot and Mouth vaccine laboratories and other
laboratories which may be established in the
countries of the Near Hast Regiong

That the attention of governments be drawn to

the important role played by sheep in the epizoo~
tology of oot and Mouth diseage in the Near East
region and that the FAQO/OIE survey in this fiseld
be continued.

That FAO should preparc and issue & publication
on the types and breeds of sheep in the Noar Hast
Region on the lines of the useful publications
recently issucd by FAO on the types and breeds
cattle originating in Africa;

)

¥

-y (

o]

That in view of the importance of sheep and goats
in the Psar Bast Reglon, a teohnical meeting on
sheep and goat production and their diseases be
held in the region as soon as practicable,
possibly in association with the next Near East
Animal Production and Health Meeting scheduled
for 1960C;

That consideration be given by the Governments in
the Near dast Region, in consultation with FAO, to
the possibilitics of securing financial assistance
from the Spscial Fund for Zconomic Development for
the establishment of a regional animal climatolo-—
&ical centre in the Near Basts
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(xiv) That in view of the growing importance of the
dairy industry in the region and of the increasing
number of UNICEP-gssiated dairy plants, FAO should
convene a meeting on dalry problems in the Near

Fagt Region in 1960 or as soon as practicable.

E. L: Free-~the~-World~from~Hunger Year

The Cenference recommended:

26’

TA0/55/3/1723

1. That the Governments ef &ll Near BDastern countries take

gteps to stimulate the discussion of this proposal at all
levels;

2. That the ideas and suggestious of Goverunments be forwarded

to the Director-General to assist him in working out these

proposals for submission to the Council and the Conference for
further action.
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Nutrition in Relation to Food and

olloy Ttom 7 of uhﬁ Agenda.
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Statemsnt on Item 6 of the Agenda: Orientation of
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Proposals for on Expanded Inter-Regional Project on Desert
Locust Control for Submission to the Menaging Director of
the United Nations Special Fund for Bconomic Development

I Intrcauction

In africa and soublw.stern Asia the Descrt Locust can affects

rics
y .y PR J
Countrics of #u0C (35p>
. =
Countries of UN (35%)
of the population of the world who
the continual threat of depredation

L recent survey in ol opcrations against the Doscrd
Locust cost governmunts cvery year at least US §12 million and about
US $30 million during s of high locust activity.

The standard of locust control operations has greatly improved during
recent years, nuvcrtlelqgs many countries are still "not taking full
advantage of recent devolopmente in locust control technigues, which, if

adopted, would increase the offectivencss of campaigns and reduce national
and international czpensiture, (1).

In recent yoars trics have not periaenced the devastating
crop damags fregquent sed by the Desert Locust before such
comprehensive action by so many governments. Nevertheless a
recent assesament of aamage indicated that the value of crop lLosses
now averages about %3 ion and the wxample of Morocce in 1954, whore
aamags amounted to #14 “*Lllon in ong season, proves the potential danger

of the Desert Locust. dowover, no e
the offect of the Desert Locust upon

of crops sets intc s chain of
including human nutr and th: fs
repercussions’, \a)“

In 1956 F40 convencd a pancl of
Locust control. In its report this
Desert Locust plagucs, dch s Goal
of the countri-s lisbls to invasion,
(1) Report of the figth Session, F40

Desert Locust Control (19583
(2) Report of the Fifth Scssion, ia

estimates of crop damage

"fully repressent
the ¢conomy of countrics. Destruotion
ruac tions Jluh far-reaching ¢ffec

ding of ck, with many consgquent

sxperts on long-term policy of Desert
ansl statod that the prevention of
leviate the drain on the resources
"was sssential for their sound

al Advisory Committee on

-

G

ot

QO Desert cust Control Committee
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gconomic development" and added: "Whilst plagues of certain othesr ioocusts
had been, and continued to be, prevented by practical application of
scientific knowledge hi dynamics of Degert Locust plagues were etill
insufficiently known to rmulate definite plans for their prevention.

It could be affirmsd, however, that such plans could be formulated when

the essgential aspectvs of Desert Locust plague dynamics were moxre T“ully
undersgtood'". Biance the introduction of prsventative control against the
Red Locust in Horth. Hhodesis and Tanganyiks and against the African
Migratory Locust in Freich Suden, the costs of the control of thess two
locusts has besn reducsyd from many millions of dollars to about half a
million dollars psr annun cxpendsd collectively by the governments of the
countrics pOubﬂuL 1iy threatencd in the locusts! outhreak arcas. TPreviously
the Red Locust dovastut.d crops throughout the southcrn half of Alrics.
Since the last plaguce nuod in 1944 no damage has been caused. The African
Migratory Locust poriocicnlly devastated neariy 211 Africa south of the
Sahara. Again no danage has boen caused since about 1940 when the last
plague disd out.

In addition to the cmphasis placed by varicus scssions of FAO's Desert
Locust technical commitisws upon the nsed For FAO Yo strengthen rescarch
and training, similar reguests and rvcommendations have been made by the
FLO Conference, which at all recent scssions has esnphasizged the importance
of the Dessert Locust project. In Resolution Mo, 19/55 the Eighth Scssion
of the Conferencs reguosted the Director-Gencral to support training in
Desert Locust control work and resssrch on the Dosert Locust. In Resolution
No. 18/57 the Ninth Seussion reguested the Director-Gencral o strsngthon
the Organization's anti-locust activities, inclucing the training of personn.l,
and to pursue long-term investigations on the Diusert Locust and new locust
control technigues.

Owing to oudu’* r} limitations it has proved iwmpossible for FLO to
implement such rsquosts «Xcept to a very limited degree.

II 'qurppﬁg

The overall purposc of the present proposals is to achisve more elfective
control of the Doscrt Locust at considerably reduced sxpenditure in order
to relieve all afficbed countrics of the cconomic burden presently sxpericneod
frow the costs of control operations and the uxtent of crop damages. This
purpose is to be achicved through two concurrent main lines of approachs

(a) The ultimate zim is the long-term development of a preventative
policy of control, ompwrﬂoLb to that succsssfully practiscd against othor
locust specics, whurehy the build-up of new locust plagues is preventoed in
relatively lﬁmwt A aTeas.

(b) Whilst work in shis direction processds, and as locust plaguecs
will continue until th. priwary ovac*l"' is reached, the second regquirement
is to demonstrate how wipandud collsctive action, based on the most modern
techniques can chsck an ovxisting 7oud“+ plague, it being appreciated that
gsimilar nethods way also be requircd in preveanting the build-up of new plaguss.

FA0/59/3/1723
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ITI Reguirements

The recommendations of the FAO Tuchnical Advisory Uommittes on Desert
Locust Control show that the following are some major immediate basic
reguirements to supplement existing national and international programs
for achieving a more rational approach to the Desert Locust problem
throughout its invasion arca by learning morc about the locust itsslf and
methods for its control.

It is considercd that developments along such lines, if undertaken
on a scals greatly in excess of what at present is possible at national
or international levels, will appreciably advance the time when the Desert
Locust is brought under control and when the affectud countries can,
through concurted action and without outside assistance, maintain an
adequate level of preventative wmeasures.

(1)  Surveys

dxpansion of the wcological survey of the main breeding areas of the
Desert Locust, rvcommended by the FAO Pancl of Bxperts; and already
initiated on a limited scale in cooperation with UNESCO.

(ii) Research

Intensification of research on ths Dosert Locust, particularly in the
figld, and on methods of control.

(iii) Praining

Provision of increased training facilities for nationals of all
countries affected by the Desert Locust.

(iv) Pilot Projects

Pilot projects for the testing and demonstration of locust control
operations by the most modern technigues.

Much of such a program would bensfit not only the economic development
of countries affcoted by the Dessrt Locust but could have an important
influence on countrics infested by other specics of locusts, notably in
South and Central Amcrica.

v Proposals

(i) FAQ/UNSSCO Desert Locust sicological SBurvey

& recent major development has been the initiation in 1958 of the
above Survey which was recommended by the FAQ Pancl of uxperts in 1956.

FAO/59/3/1723
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Th“ purpose of this Survey, orlmlna1ly planncd as a ubrbe—ybar project,
may be summarized as followss

that

HAO/ 5

(a)

(a)

The genoral distribution of the Descrt Locust is very vast,
covering a large part of Africa and the countries of south~
western 4Asia, as far as India, but within this distribution
area the cxistence and breeding of locust populations are
known to be connected with certain insufficiently investigated
scological conditions occurring scasonally in different parts
of the whole region.

Conditions reguirsd for the survival and brecding of the Dssert
Locust include certain types of vegetation cover, which in turn
depend on the land forms, soil and the current weather.

Many local ecological surveys have been undertaken by national
anti-locust scrvices, but the diversity of approach and of the
survey tuchniques has made it impossible to produce & general
picture of the various combinations of scological conditions
favourabls to the locust and to discuss what causes them.

The existing incomplete knowledge of the problem suggested that
a general survey carricd out oy a team consisting of a locust
sxpert and a plant ccologist was c¢ssential in order to stu&y
the conditions in cach of the various arvas, to compare the
points of resemblance and of diffirence so as to arrive at an
understanding of the sssential ccological requirements of the
locust. The understandiing of those requirements will make 1t
possible to assoss the potontialitics of any arca with regard
to locust breeding at a given ssason. Such a background of
ccological knowledge would then be of great value in looust
control, because it would facilitate forecasting and make 1%
possible to concentrate control ¢fforts on both the short and
long—term basis

¢cause of the expected far-reaching results of the Survey it is
suggested that it should be planned for Ffour instead of thres years and
the Special Fund allocation should, at levast during the period 1959
1960, 1961 and 1962, finance the Survey, enlarging and facilitating its
operations beyond what is now possible, by Drov1a1né fors

5/3/172
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Betimates
Us$'00

1959 1960 1961 1962  Total

(a) The cost of existing staff and

operating expensss at present
levels 25 50 50 50 175
(b) One junior tschnicians 6 13 13 13 45

(c) One technical/administrative
: assistant and one vehicle
mechanicy salariss, allowances
and travel: 10 20 20 20 70

(d) Increased travel of the Survey
teams | 6 te 1 e 4

(e) Travel of members of the Inter-
Agency Advisory Group-and consul=-

tants to mectings and to the fleld: 3 5 5 3 16
(f) Vehicles and mzintenances 45 10 - 30 30 115
(g) Additional scivntific equipments 10 z 2 1 15
(h) Periodical charter of survey ‘

aircraft and aerial photography: 60 60 60 60 240
(i) Meteorological servicess 4 4 4 4 16
(3) Publication of results (three

languages with many maps, charts

and photographs): Lo . 40 40

TOTAL 169 176 196 233 174
(ii) Research
(a) Supporting and strengthening vxisting national field research

stations and assisting governments to sstablish new staiions. Estimated cost
during 5 years, §340,000.

(b) wstablishing, eouipring and maintaining a central field research
Seuniug LU provide:

(1) Facilities for rescarch on the biclogy, ¢cology and population
dynamics of the locust in the field and in a field laboratory.

—~
N
~r

Facilitiss for personnel from national organizations to take
part in such research, as a direct method of training.
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(3) Faéilities, including technical assistance, transport,
camping eguipment and laboratory accommodation to visiting
scicntists who may wish to investigate problems of locust
bioloxy. :

(4) acilities for carrying out fizld tests of control methods,
‘olualng cxperiments in c¢cological control.

(5) Facilitics for training and refresher courses in locust
biology and control. :

i small permancnt staff at the station should consist ofs 1 Scientific
Dircctor, 2 Ressarch Assistants, with supporting sdministrative and subordi-
nate staff.

Initial capital cost USw 120,000
Annual sxpenditurs 110,000
Total for five yesars Usy 670,000

(¢) Research and ressarch training fellowships

These fellowships would be awarded vo:

1. Resgarch workers of high calibre to extond their
studies at foreign 1 stitutions, including the
1 &5

central fis garch station.
2. lore junior rosearch students T
regearch expsrience at foreign i
the guidance of recognized authoritis

el
=

¢nding their
tions undsr

during 5 years at an average

H;

snnum

o 8

1
G
l—b b

lea 3 ive peo n
55,0 tota 25,0
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(d) Strengthening the International Desert Locust Information
Service (IDLIS)

The exchangs of locust information, the an€73 sis of suoh information
its corrslation with weather is 8
tudy of the desert locust.
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It is proposed the
additional staff and faci
a Tive year psriod.

he existing IDLIS should be strengthened by
ities at an estimated cost of US$ 135,000 over

<
+3
U

Three training coursecs for about three months in 1960, 1962 and
1964, each for 25 trainces at the central ficld station. Some courses to be
onducted during the summer and some during wintar.
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The syllabus of thess courses with lectures, demonstrations and field
exurcises; conducted by visiting recognized sxperts, would cover such
subjects as:

Locust behaviour Contrel technicucs

Looust physiology Laboratory rescarch tsechniques
Plant ecology - Picld survey techniques
Locust“~a1u w ather Transport organization and
Locust reporting and naintenance

plotting

stimated cost sach course §70,000, total $210,000.

(v) Grants for exchange of persomnsl and ficld demonstrations

Five grants per anaum over five years for foreign visits of an average
of thres months :ach, the practloul benefit that can be derived from the
exchange of locust control technical persomnsl has boen frequently siressud.
Thuse grants would allow for selccted staff to visit other countrics for
pericds varying from one to eix monthe zo study and participate in anti-
locust opsrations.

Estimated cost §12,000 per yevar.

In addition the nsed sxists for the training of lowsr grade locust
control psrsonnel where forsign travel may not be justified and whores the
objuctive can be achleved bstter by sending .xperis to differsnt countrics

for periods up to four wecks for intunsive local demonstration and training.

~svimated costs $5,000 per yoar.

(iv) Pilot Projects

During recent yoars amuch DTO,rbSQ hags been madc in developing new and
improvew locuét Gontrol techniques.  Purthermore there is an increasing
appreciation of the necvd for a strategic approach to locust plague control,
lec. where and when locust control «ffort should be concentrated to sucure
maximum results. It has bscome apparent that thore is an cssential need
Tor regional action with highly mobile striking forccs based mainiy on
zorlal spraying. The thorough testing of such a large scale opsration which
would inevitably <xtend across national frontisrs is beyond the resources
of any individual government or groups of countrics without appreciable
international financial assistance and backing. The FAO Descrt Locust
Control Committec in 1957 ruguestod FAO to study problems involved in making
the best use of available anti-locust aircraft snd in organizing a pilot
scheme Tor their inter-territorial use.

it 1s thurefore proposed that a large scalc project over a period of
two years, proferably eXtending Ffrom lzte 1939 into 1961, on ths strategic
use of aircraft for locust plagus control should be organized under the
dircetion of an expert group. The arsa of opsrations should extend into
the 4rablan Peninsula.

TAO/50/3/1723



Annex IIT

-8 =

Bstimated cost, including charter of 10 aircraft, insecticides, ground
control and technical adviscry and 38sessment staff US $1,400,000.

Y Execution of Project

The execution and coordination of the above program should be the
primary responsibility of FAO but in certain directions, especially the
Desert Locust Ecological Survey, FiAO should share this responsibility with
UNESCO and WO. It may also be desirable to secure the cooperation of such
regional organizations as CCTA.

VI rovisional Summary Budget
N ummary Budg 7S $1000
1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 Total
1. Desert Locust HEcological A
Survey 169 176 196 233 174

2. Research
-~ National Ressarch

Stations 20 80 60 60 60 60 340

-~ Contral Field Rssearch
_ Station 120 110 110 110 110 110 670
- Rusearch Fellowships 25 25 25 25 25 125

~ International Dssert
‘locust Information

Service 10 25 <5 25 25 25 135

3 Training - Training Courses TO 70 70 210
Zxchange of Pursonnel 17 17 17 17 17 85

4. Pilot Project 200 800 AQQ ' 1400

By

TOTAL 519 1303 833 540 37 307 3739

Note

In the above summary and in precsding tables an attempt has besn made
to provide annual costs. Whilst these may be taken as an indicaticn, 1t is
impessible tc forscast precisely how the funds allocated should be distributed
over the several items of the total project or how ¢xpenditure should be
spread annually.
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