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I. INTRODUCTION

Organization of the Conference

The Fifth FAO Regional Confercncc for the Near Zast was held at
Teheran, Iran, from 21 Secptember to 1 October, 1960.

The Conference was attendcd by Delegations from the following
Member Countriess '

Afghanistan Jordan Sudan

Bthiopia Lebanon United Arab Republie
France Libya Inited Kingdom

Iran Pakistan Yemen

Irag

Obgervers from the following Member Countrics attoended the
Conference:

Grecce Morocco United States
Italy of America

The Permanent Obscrver of the Foly See and Obscervers from the
following Organigzations wexre prescent:

United Nations WHO League of Arab
110 UNICEF States

A list of participants in attendance is given in Annex I to this
Report. Confcronece Officors are given in Annex II.

~At the inauvgural corcmony, held-at Tone Sina Hall at the University
of Tcheran, the Confercnce had the honour of rcceiving a message from
H.T.M. the Shah, which was rcad by Eis HPxcellency, Mr. Ibrahim Mahdawy,
the Minister of Agriculturc. The Minister exprossed his appreciation to
the Director~General for orgonizing the Conferonce and welcomed the
participants. He noted that many of the agricultural problems are common
to all the countriecs of the Near Tast and expressed his belief that the
Conference could make an importent contributicn towards the solution
of these problems,

The Dircctor~General of FAO thon welcomed the delcegations on behalf
of the Organization. He thanked the Government of Iran for its gonerosity
in making the many feoeilitics available for the succossful conduct of the
Conference. He noted that, with the present rateof growth, the world
population which is now about 3 thousand million, weuld doublc in about
35 years. However, he cxpressed his belief that if the advancements in
the scicnce of agriculture werce applied by all countries, the production
of food and agricultural products could kcep abrcast of population growth
for thc foresceable future. ~
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At the opening of the First Plenary Session the following day
Dr. G.A. Davatchi, Profcssor of the University of Teheran, was
clected Chairman of the Conference. The following Vice-Chairmen
wore electeds .

Afghanistan Dr. M.V, Kechawarg
Tthiopia Mr. P. Woldemariam
France ¥r. R. Lignon

Iraq Dr. A.R. Hassan
Jordan Mr., N. Giha
Lebanon ¥r. H, Najjar
Libya Mr, H., El-Jawhary
Pakistan Mr. M., Yamin Qureshi
Sudan Mr. M.A. Mchceimied
United Arab Republic Dr. AA. Moursi
United Kingdom Mr. Z. Horn

Temen Mr. M.F. Leheta

The following Agénda was adopteds

A. INTRODUCTORY ITIMS

1. Opening of the Conference
2. Tlection of Chairman and Vice~Chairmen
3, Adoption of the Agenda

B, THI WORK OPF FAC IN THE NEAR TAST AND THE FPOOD AND AGRICULTURAL
SITUATICON

4. Trends and Objectives of the Work of FAO in the Near East:
Introductory Statcment by the Dircctor-General

5. Reviow of the Food and Agricultural Situation in thc Regions
Statements by Delegates

C. GENZRAL POLICY QUESTIONS OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
IN THE REGION

6. Agricultural Development Plans and Planning in the Region:

(a) National igricultural Plans and ixperience, with
Particular Refocrence to Programming Methods and
Organization

(p) Implement

a n of Rocommendatiohs of Iecditerrancan
Dovelopmon

tio

t Projcct

7. Organigation and Training for a Co-ordinated Approach to
Rural Tmprovement ‘
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'8. Improvement of Food Crops with Special Refcronce to

a Long-Term Wheat and Barley Project, and the World
Seed Improvement Program

9. Problems in Farm Development under Dry Land and
Irrigatcd Conditions

10. The Decvelopment of Livestock Industrics in the Region
with Special Attention to Policy and Organizational
. Considerations :

11. Status of the Fisheries Industry in the Region and its
Potontial Contribution to Improvements in Nutrition and
in Standards of Living

12, Status of Forcstry and Forcst Industries in the Rogion
and their potential contribution to Lconomic Development.

D. SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES OF FAO IN THE NIAR BAST NOT DGALT WITH ELSE-
VHERE WHICH REQUIRE CONFERENCE GUIDANCE OR GOVIERNWMENT ACTION

13. (a) Proedom-from—Hungcr Campaign
b) World Agricultural Consus
¢) Devoelopment of Current- Agricultural Statistics
d) The Use of Fertilizers for Increasing Production
) Promotion of Food Consumption Surveys
) Development of Local Foods for Supplementary
Feodiag Programs
) Teeding of Industrial Workcrs
h) Agricultural Information Services
) Policy Implications of Reports of Meetings and
Durveys e

i Mrst Hezr Tast Meeting on Seil Survey and
Classification, Beirut, Deccmbor 1959,

ii. Livestock and Meat Markceting Survey,

iii. Near East Marketing Centrc con Truit and
Vegotables, Cairco, January-February 1960, and

iv. Technical Mceting on Co-oporatives in the
Necar Dast, Cairo, October 1959.

E, CONCLUDING TTEMS

14. The Future Orientatinn of FPAO's Work in the Region

15. Adoption of the Report
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A drafting committec was appointed for the final report from
the delegations of Iran, Pekistun and the United Arab Republic.

Closing Seszion of the Confercnce

At i%ts closing session the Confercnce adapted the text of the
Report in its present Torm.

The Chairman thanked the Delegations and Observers for their
attendance and for the valuable contributions to the discussions,
and the Divcctor-Cencral and Lis Secretariat for the carcful proepara-
tion and arrangements for the Conference.

Dr. 4.R. 8idky, the Regional Reprosentative for the Near Zast,
thanked tho Delegations and Ubscrvers on behalf of the Organization,
for their participation, and cxpresscd his appreciation to the
Chairman for his skilful handling of the Confercnce and to tho
Government of Iran. for.the splendid facilitics that had been made
evailable.

-~ K - 7845
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IT. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

TRENDS LND OBJECTIVES OF THE WORK OF FAO AND THRE
FO0D _AND AGRICULTURLL SITUATION IN THE REGION

1. BStatement by Dr. B. R. Sen, the Director-General

The Director-General made a summary review of the agricultural
situation in the Region and the main devcelopments since the Fourth
Regional Conference of FAO., From the information available it was
obvious that therc were problems of considerable magnitude and gravity.
For the third successive scason several countries of the Region, namely
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and the Syrian Region of thc United Arab Republic
had suffered severely from drought which had particularly affected
grain and livcestock production. In conscquence, the expansion of agri-
cultural production in the Region, as a whole, had been temporarily
halted and on a per caput basis was no higher than during 1953/54o

Agricultural exports had also becn affectcd by the persistent
drought and total cxport ecarnings were further reduced by a sharp fall
of international cotton prices in 1957 and 1958. Cotton cxport carnings
recovered somcewhat in 1959 on account of a notable improvement in world
prices and a very large increase in the total volume of cxports. On
the other hand, countries in the Region werc compelled to increase sub-
stantially their imports of grain to mecet scerious deficicnces in the
local supply. The fall in prices of agricultural cxports was also res—
ponsible for the deterioration of the tcrms of trade of several countries.
For the Region, as a whole, the purchasing power of agricultural exports,
in terms of imported manufectured goods remaincd largely unchanged over
the period 1952/54—19599 although the volume of cxports from the Region
increased by nearly onc~third.

Among the main steps taken by the Governments were: a) the formu-—
lation and implementation of overall agricultural programsg b) the
planning and construction of large scale irrigation works; c) land reform
measurcs in several countries; and d) general improvement in farm pro-
ductivity through betier farming practices. It was hoped that in due
course all these measurcs would be reflected in larger per caput pro-
duction and improved standards of living throughout the Region.

In carrying out thesce measures, the Member Governments had received
full co—opcration from FAO under both its Technical iAssistance and
Regular Program activities. The Mcditerrancan Development Project had
now reached an advanced stage and iis main findings, which had already
been revicwed by the Tenth Scssion of the FAO Conference last November,
could now be cxamined by countries in the Near Bast for their cffeetive
implementation,

In fulfilment of a resolution adopted at the last Regional
Confecrence in Damascus, two senior planning consultants were appointed

- K -~ 7845
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to investigate planning, organization end methods with a view fo
suggesting improvement., These consultants visited several countries
and individual country reports had slready been transmitted to the
governments concerned, and a gereral report was being submitted to
this Conference for consideration.

The Director-Gencral iuformed the Conforence that the First Near
Past Meeting on Livestock Production and inimal Health had submitted
some very ilmportant rccommendations, that investigations had bheen
made rcgerding the possibility of cstablishing ar inimal Health
Institute in the Near Tast, and that the Meeting had decided to divide
it into a number of scctions distributed throughout the Region and
co—ordinated by one central office. The United Nations Special Fund
had approvcd this project.

FAO had also been able to give much-necded assistance in the
production of vaccines to combat the widely spready epizootic of
African Horse Sickness which affectcd draught animals in the Region.
Fortunately, this epizootic had apparently boen stemmed.

The consultants concorned with the Yheat and Barley Projoct had
made somc reccommendations which were to be revicwed by this Conference.
Other recent activities in tho Region included the First Near Rast
Mecting on Soil Survey and Classification held at Beirut in November
1959; -the Techrnical Meeting on Co~oporatives in the Near Tast held
at Cairo in October 1959, and the Ncar Bast Markcting Centre on Fruit
and Vegetables held in Cairo during January and February 1960. The
recommendations of these meotings would be considered by the Conference.
FAO had also propared a report for improving the marketing of live-
stock bhetween the Hear Hastern and ¥orth African countrics.

The Dircctor-Goneral made refercnce to the fact that new
avenucs for FAO assistance to the Region were now opon under the
projects submitted to the Special Fund. The financial rosources now
available from this UN Agency to finance development were an encouraging
sign of intcrnational co-operation. However, Governments had to be
carcful not to misusc such funds. Ispocially important was the necd
for co-ordination so as to avoid overlapping activities between the various
ageoncies supplying cepitel and technical help. Tho main responsibility
for this co-ordination lay with tho Governments concerned, but FAO
could give valuable assistance in this conncction in view of its
wido knowledge of the agricultural situation in individual countrics
end in the world as a wholc.

The Director-General called the attention of the delegates to
the various itcms of the agenda dosigned to bring about a fruitful
discussion of thce measurcs to be adopted or cmphasized in the immcdiate
futurce for further improvement of the food and agricultural situation
in the Region. The key issucs with which the Confercnce was concorncd
appcarcd to fall into three broad fields: the iaprovement of national
agricultural programming mcthods and organization; the raising of
agricultural rroduot1v1ty levels: and, the improvement of the social
and institutional climatc for ubrlcaltu &l producers.
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inally, rcferring to the Frecdom~From-Hunger Campaign of TFAOD,
the Director-General stressced the point that "hunger and poverty go
together”, Conscquently, all measurcs aimed at raising per caput
income levels would contribute iargely to improve the average diet
of the populetion. The main objectives of the Campaign and the con-
tribution to be given by Member Governments in the Region were to be
discussed under a special itcm of the agenda. FAO was most appreciative
for the support somc countries in the Region were alrcady giving
in this respeet and for the message of His Imperial Mejosty the Shah
of Iran on the occasion of the launching of the Campaign, in which he
particularly ‘stressed the nced to alleviate poverty in order to
proserve world peace. '

2. The Food and Agricultural Situation in the Regicn

(2) Curreant Situation

Production Trends

The Conforence notcd that in 1959/60 agricultural production in
the Near Zast was approximatcly at the same level as in 1958/59.
Vhereas the production of cotton, sugar and other products had increased,
there was o sharp decline in grain production due to drought conditions
in many countries. For the 1960/61 scason, estimates available in
FAO were still limited, but it appeared that the total volume of
agricultural production would probably be largcer than in 1959/60.
Nevertheless, Irag, dordan, Lebanon and the Syrian Region of the United
Arab Republic reported for the third successive yoar drought had
severcly affected agricultural production, particularly grains. Drought
had also affected the 1960/61 crops in Iran.

In Sudan, where climatic conditions in 1959 were more favourable
than in 1958 and agricultural production registercd a notable improve-
ment, the prospects for grain production in 1960/61, howevor, did not
appcar so bright. In Hthiopia, the 1958/591 crop ycar was about normal,
but during 1959/60 food crops in the northern and castern provinces had
been scvercly affected. [t was cstimated that due to drought and also
to & scrious locust plague about 167,000 tons of grain with an estimated
value of US #$12 million wure lost in these arcas. In Afghanistan,
favourable climatic conditions and governmental cfforts this year had
rosulted in an incroase in production of most grains and in cotton
output, but there was a 40 por cent loss in the fruit crop over the
previous year due to late frosts and hail. In 1960/61, general conditions
in West Pekistan wore normal and, on the whole, ccreal production was

i/ As reportcd by the Sthiopian delegation at the Conforcnce the crop
years referred to were 1957/58 and 1958/59. They have been moved
one yocar ahgad to be consistent with the rest of the report and
TAO's statistical procedurcs.
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about 13 per cent larger than in the previous season. Cotton produc-
tion also increased, but there was a declinc in sugar canc and tobacco
production as compared to 1959/60.

Overall livestock production in the Region was estimated to
have remained almost unchanged during the last season. In some coun-
tries, livestock had been adversely affected not only by weather
conditions but also by some epizootics. Afghanistan reported that
although control of animal pests and diseases had improved considerably
since 1945, certain diseases such as lung strongilosis were affecting
seriously the sheep vpopulation. Horse sickness which was apparently
eradicated in 1959 re-appeared in 196C. The country was urgently in
need of receiving FAQ's contribution in the form of cxpert advice or
of vaccines and the necessary material to prepare them locally. The
Afghan dolegation repeated its request made at the last Regional
Conference for PAO's cdo-operation to ecstablish a bacteriological
institute in their country.

In Iraq, during the past three years apart from drought, parasitic,
viral and bacterial discascs accounted for a great loss of livestock,
particularly sheep. Parasitic discases alone had affcctod about
600,000 animals. South African Horse Sickness had caused great losses
which was a scrious blow to agriculture in a country where horscs are
so widely used for draught purposcs. About 13,000 horses werc reported
lost through this discasc.

Other countrics also reported losscs of livestock on account of
various animal pests and discascs.

Agricultural Trade -

The Conforence noted that since the last Regional Confercnce
therc had been very sharp fluctuations in the agricultural trade of
the Region., In 1958, the volume of agricultural exports was some 6
poer cent less than in the provious year and combined with a 10 per
cent fall in unit value, this had rcduced total export earnings from
these products by 16 per cent. In 1959, the volume of cxports rose
considerably but average prices of agricultural exports were again
lower and the recovery in total carnings was only of the order of 7
per cent,

Tho above Tigurss reprosented the goneral trend, but 4id not
reveal the even sharper fluctuations by commodity groups. In 1959,
for instance, the volume of cotton cxports jumpod by about 40 por
sent over the averagce level of previous years, whereas graln cxporis
reflecting the fall in production went down to 900,000 mgtric tons,
which was the lowest lecvel rcached in a decade, and was only about
half the volume of the 1953-57 average.

As was to be oxpected, there was a very substantial increase in
the Region's grain imports during 1959, and their volume had again
been large in 1960. Although a net exporter of agricultural products,
as a whole, the Near Jlast has been on a net import hasis for foodstuffs
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(mainly grains) in almost overy postwer year. In 1959, as compared
to 1958, the net imports of Ffood products were e¢stimated to have
risen by two thirds. Thus, thc riduced production of grain, the
staple food of the Region in 1958/59 2nd 1959/60 has beon reflected
in lerger imports and smellor cxports.

Iran, for instance, rcported ot the meeting thet during 1960 it
had been compelled to make special arrangements Tor the import of
300,000 metric tons of wheat duc to the fall in local production.
Afghanistan also indicated that at the cnd of 1958/59 crop scason, it
had to import about 90,000 tons of whoat to meet deficicnces in local
production. During 1959/60; the hgyptian Roegion of the United Arab
Republic imported wheat and wheat flour amounting to 1.2.million mctric
tons of wheat cquivalent, partly to compensatc for the low rice harvest.
A similar situation had to be faccd by the Syricr Region duc to low
wheat producticn during the period under roview.

For the Region, as a whole, gross grain imports in 1959 jumpcd to
3.8 million metric tons from about 2.9 million ir 1958. Net imports
of grains thus reachcd 2.9 million tons or double the 1958 lovel.

During 1960, grain exports appcared to have remaincd small, ro-
fleeting the low harvests of 1959/609 but the large volume of cotton
shipments had continued. World grain prices had in general vemained
fairly stable so far in 1960. Cotton prices had been rccovering slowly,
with ne further sct-back for long—staple varictivs since the end of
the first quartcr of the year,

Government Action

A1l Govermments roproscnted at the meeting reported that since
the last Rogional Confcrence they had undertaken a varicty of measures
to promote the development of agricultural rescurces and to bring about
an improvement in agricultural productivity. .gricultural programming
was the most comprehensive of theoso measures. Soveral countrigs had
continued the implementation of thoir agricultural programs, whereas
others had put new progrems in operation.’ l/

Among the more specific projects concorned with the cxpansion of
the arca under cultivation, a major development had been the signing
of the Wile Waters Agreemont between the Governments of Sudan and the
United Lrab Republic late in 1959 that cpencd the door for the construc-~
tion of the High Aswan Dam which had alrcady been startced in the
Tgyptioan Region, and of thc Roseircs Dam in Sudan. A% the same time,
the latter country was roporicd to have taken active steps to initiate
construction not only of the Roseires projcect bui also of the
Khashm~-El1-Girba project. In Dthiopia, the Government had completed the

1/ For further detsils sec next scction of the report.

- K - 7845



- 10 -~

construction of the Koke Dem. In Jraq, scttloment worll continucd in
the greater Mussayih and other irrigention projects. ITn Lizharnistan,
the constructicn work of the Jalalsoboad Canal projoct had atarted and
wes cxpocted to bring sbeut 32,000 hectarcs of now land under cultiva=-
tion.

Of pr Jloul“r significence in the FNear “ast hed boen the stops
tokon by varicus countrics in order to improve the institutiona framOM
work of qgricultUan Land roform nmeagurss wore amnng thoe most melicn
foatures in thisg v
approval of the Irvanian Sconate. dfueng othor objectives the law had
wat of ducronsing ogricultural production and the improvemont of the
standerd of living in rural oroos through = sorc cquitable distribution
of income derived from agriculturs. In Ethicpia, the nowly cetoblished
sgricultural Development 3oard had preparcd o land roform program which
will be corricd out throughout the cntire country. In Ivag, some
3,200 land cwnors had booun brouvght wnder the toerms of the .Lgrarian
fcform Law of 1958, Of the 544,000 hectarcs already teken over by the
Govornment come ILSJJVO avctarcs had alrcody boon distridbutced to
$,178 ferr foamilios Jthor countrics in the 2ros had 2lso continucd
with the 11p1umonuati?n of thuir land roform prugraab. The United Arab
Republic annovnc.ed that i%s new 10-yoar dovelopmont prosram, 2ives
particular cnphasis to the consolidation of small {2rm holdings. In
the Zgyptian Rogl thove wors about 1 mi?lion of such holdings in &
tetal arco of approxmimotely 2.4 million hectarcs, The multiplicity
of small holders makcs it almost inpossibic to woteblish sound irrigati
end drainoge practicos, and crops are gonerally planted in untconomic
sm2ll parcols,

Laie

The iwmprovement of marketing foeilitics and maorkcting methods was
another institutional aspect thet uad reccived sarcfuvl considerabion.
The Sudencse dolegation roported
of Suden had built = modern slaushterhousc. In Khertoum, o large
pestourization plant was being csteblished. Dairi.g woro boeing estab-
lished by the Gov rament in all the large towns. Progress in marketing
facilities for livestock and products weoc also roported im Pthiopia.
In Baghdad, a nuw daivy plant, with o total capacity of 20,000 litzos
per day started rroduction last Junce., In Fﬁraohis o milk procossing
plant will bo mdtqoll h@d shortly with the holp of UNIUTP cnd BLO, An

W 5 alse to bo &qu‘011 shed.  The Iranlan declegation cxpressed
e dlmSﬂtiulmGt¢@Q Wlth stondards of grading and packing of
various products OTVV”11JJJ ic thy country. This mado it difficult,
for instance, to find suiteble markets for raisins and datoes, and to
oo cortain oxtent for citrus fruits. Steps wore boing token to remedy
this situstion.

among other weasurcs veported at the Jonicrernce io dovelop
agriculture, the following woro mentioncd as examplus. Roscarch

work wag being conducted in soveral counirios with a view to divers 1Ly
egrioltural production and avoeld cxtrosc depondence on o small group
of coumoditivs. "ork was beiug carricd out to improve dictary standard

7645

spect.  In ey 1960, e land roform lew reccived ilﬂml

on

that with tho help of PAC the Government

3
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by paying particular attcantion to the production of protective foods
such a meat, milk, fruits and vegetableos. Ifany countrics reported
on the storn mecasur. s they have been adopting to control animal posts
and diseases along with the introduction of better pastures and
pasturce management practiccs. Concerted cfforts along all of these
lines were important as per caput consumption of animal products was
still vury low in the Region.

Incrcascd production and self-sufficicncy in cortain basic
foods was also being sought in somc countries. In Pakistan the removal
of controls on pricus and wovement of wheet started in October 1959
was working very satisfactorily. & minimum pricce of wheat hed been
guarantced to farmers and at the same time the Government was issuing
wheat stocks liberally from its rescrves in order to prevent specu~—
lation and protect the counsumers,

Credit facilities were being incrcascd in order to provide
farmers with the nccessary tools of production, particularly in those
arcas where land roform is under way. Co-opcrative organization was
being pursued doespite limitations imposcd in most cases by individual-
istic habits and traditions as wcll as tho igncrance of farmers re—
garding the advantagcs of co~operative organization,

Forcetry development had reccived considerable atteontion from
Governments, In Sudan, for instanco, thc country's forest rescrves
had becon coasidoerably incrcascd. 4About 2,800 hectarcs of artificial
forosts were ostablished in 1960 and timber production was on the
incroase., In Sthiopia, preparations were being madce for the cstablish~-
ment of a forcstry institute shoritly. In Iraq, the afforcstation of
360 hoctares was carrvicd out during 1959-60. In the United Arab
Republic the new development plan in the IEgyptian Region included the
cstablisbment of nurscries for the production within five years of
5.3 million wood trees, mostly poplar, to be plantcd along irrigation
and drainagc canals. The Syrian Region was considering cxteunsive
re-afforcstation, the introduction of now species of trees and e

ssurvey and acrial mapping of the forcsted arca of the country.

Regarding fisheries, the Government of Pakistan had been encouraging
privete enterprise to build boats and their number had increased
substantially in recent ycars. 4 modern fish harbour designed by
FPLO cxperts had boen build in Karachi with the help of ICA., It had
o large ice plant and 2o cold storage procossing plant for fish
froczing and canning and for the proparation of fish oil, c¢tc. In
Sudan, inland fishcrics show.d some progress cspecially in the White
Wile, but transportation difficulties were still a handicap to this
industry. For marinc fishcries, work had beer carried cut on trans-—
plantation of shclls, but the question of deep sca fishing had not yet
boen touched and it was hoped FAO would be able to help in this respect.

Finally, many delegations wishcd to put on rccord their apprecia—
tion for the assistance FAO hes been rendering in many of the above
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activities cither through visits of members of its permancnt staff

or with the help of spceeialists sent under the Technical Assistance
Program. In some fields the progress achicved was to & large oxtent,

duc to the assistance received from the Organization. The Represcontative
of the League of Arab States cxpressed the view that the agrecment
rocently signed with FAO will no doubt be of great value to the

future dovelopment of agriculture in the Regicon.

(b) Commodity Trcnds and Cutlook in Intcrnaticnal Trade
The Conforence was informcd of the trends in intcrmational trade
cand medium term outlook for sclected agriculturel commoditices of
interest to the countrics of the Near East.

It was noted that the position of the agricultural countrics
generally continued te be affected by the long~term tendency in
industrialized countries for the demand for agricultural products to
grow morc slowly than incomes and total output. To some extent this
was an expression of tocchnological change which rosults in ccoromics
in the use of raw materials and replacoment of natural agricultural
materials by synthetics. In part, it roflected changcs in tho
pattern of demand in high income countrics in favour of final products
with a rolativoly smallor contont of raw materials. In the casce of
Toodstuffs, it reflected the low and decrcasing income clasticity of
demand for all basic foeds at rising income lovels. Finally, the
imports into industrialized, and in somc cascs, less indusirializcd
countrics os well, had boon rostricted by policiecs of agricultural
protocticnism, farm income support, and balance of payment protcction.
«11 these factors, limiting the reletive growth of domand in intor-
naticnal markets; had been largely rosponsible feor the unfavoursable
trend in the terms of trade of many agricultural exporting countrics
in rccent years. ’ ‘

The general outlook for the next fow ycars was for the continuance
of the-same basic fuaturcs. For several agricultural commoditics
the prospects were for the continucd tendency for supplics in world
markets Lo oxcecd import domand at proscnt prices, E

.8 regards commoditics of particular intcrest to the Rogiecn, the
world grain situation continucd to be dominatcd by the persistent
cxcess of preduction over commercial demand, resulting in large surplus
stocks accumulated in Ferth lAmorica, which werc likely to increase
still further by the end of the 1960/61 scason. The cxport prospects
for barley and durum wheat frem the Region appsarcd to be more favourable
than for other grains becouse of the export pessibilitics in the -
markets of Western Burope, where the livestock industry and the demand
for "pasta' was cxpanding. At the samec timc, the semi~permancnt
naturc of the world grain surpluses cnsurcd that countries intcrosted
in obtaining surplus grain supplics on conccssicnal torms could rely
on a rcasonable continuity in the availability of such supplies.
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Dried Fruit tended to 1osc ground to froush fruit and other ferms of
processed fruit, though the 1mport domand for dates was rising in
the Hear Tast. 1tself “in Bastcrn uuropu and in the Far Dast. The
outlook for cotton, Wthh was the” ma jor agricultural cxport of the
Region and accounted for a very high proportlo“ of the export. earning
of scveral countrics was mors satisfactory and had been improving
recently. Thore was an upward trend in cotton consumption in almost
all regions of the vmrld9 while the Near-Bast occupicd a special
position as the chief supplier of long-staple qualitics..

The Confcrence considercd the informatiocn on longer-term trends
in international commodity trade, placcd before it, to be of great
interest to the Governments of the Region. It was felt that such
studies provided a valuablc basis for planning, since the scope and
nature of different policy mecasurcs tended to vary according to the
specific charactcristics of individual commoditics and groups of
commodities and in line with their position and outloock in intor-
national trade, The importance cof such studies has becen accentuated
by the rcocent trends towards rcgional trading arrangements, which may
have far-rcaching effects cn trade and production patterns of partici-
pating and non-participating countrics, and by doteriorating terms of
trade of several agricultural uxporting countries. The Conforence
noted that the Tenth Scssion of FAO's Conference “attached particular
importance™ to the FLO studies for improving the tecchniques availablce
for commodity trend studies, and cxprosscd a hope that such studics
would bu intensificd still further both within the FLO and on a
country basis.

GENERAL POLICY QUESTIONS OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGICN

1. Agricultural Plans and Planning

(a) National Agricultural Plans and Planning Experieﬁce with
Particular Reference to Programming Methods and Organization

The Conference reviewed the developments in the field of
agricultural planning since its last session and the Report on
Agricultural Development Planning Methods and Organization, con-—
taining the conclusions of the FAO Near Tast Plarming Survey. - One
of the striking features of that period had been the growing re-
cognition by the Governments of the Region of the. need for improving
their planning mechanism and for translating the general objectives
into well formulated plans capable of effective implementation.
Considcrable progress was also made in the fields of organizational
structure and methodological approach to planning and programming.
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The speed with which such developmoents progressed depended-on the

resources thalt werc available, especially of finance, trained per-
sonncl and basic economic and statlistical inf ormdtxon‘~1nd on the

economic, social and political environment and other sp301a] clr-

cumstances in cach couniry.

The Conference cndorsed the general conclusions on-planning
organization, based on the TAO Near Hast Planning Survey and in ..
particuler the need for contrel planning and policy making agoncics,
and for cffective co-ordination between them and the planning agencices
in tho agricultural and other scetors. In this conmncotion, it was
cmphasizcd chat cleur dircetives on the overall 0u30011V\5 of planning
and similar broad questions of policy are woquired from the central
policy-making hody, while the exact functions and inter-relationship
of the other planning bodics sh-ovld be preciscly defined. This dic
not .mean that & develovmunt program had nccessarily to bé ovolved
from the centre, nor that its implomentation had to b centraliszsed.
The purpose of contral machinery was mevely to ensure that conflicting
docisions on different aspocts of d velopment and planning wore
avoided and that the scoparatc govirnment departments charged with
the translation of general policics into a definite program of work
viure not left without guidance.

T Conforence was informed of the changes already introduccd
along thuse linces by Iran, the Unitcd Arab Ropublic and Irag and of
the proposcd changes in the Sudan. In thoe United Arab chubliu? tae
High Ccouncil of National Planning was tho highost policy body under
the Chailrmansnip of the Frosident of the Republic. It was vosponsitle
for docisions on broad probloms of developmont and it detcermined tho
overall pelicy objectives and goals of the dovolopment program. These
broad dirgstives wore °’b5pqmpnflv translated into a plen frame by
the National Planning Committoe waich indicatod the proposcd targots
end the allocation of expenditures- botwoeen the ~different phases and

sconomic sectors. Hach MMinistry and public org ranization had their

own committece for the development and follow-up of the program of

work in their scctors and they wore alsgo r . sponsible for roporting on
the progress of investment programs and suck aspects as production,
lacome, ‘eniployment-and trades | In Iran the central planning and
uo]¢qy~mallng authority was vested in' o High ‘Boonomic. Council
vnder the Chairmanship of “the -Prim¢ Ministor.  Tho.High Fconomic
Committes for the Plan Orgenization was rusponsible for the preparation
of the broad Iremework of the Plan., The formulation. and implementation
of. scetoral plans would be carried outl. by the' T’spgphlvo ministrics
tlirough thoir individual Ministerial Planning Committoe.

A number of countries, for cxemplc. Pakistan, found it advisable
Yo trensfcr the ceecutive -authority for the implementation of agricul-
tural projoects to the Ministries of Agriculinre anc to. establish.
specinl planning units responsible for the exeminetion and implementa—
tion of thu development projects prepared in various technical divisicns
of the Iiindstry. These units formed also 'the Jiaison botween the
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Ministry of Agriculture and the Central Planning Authority. In the
case of Pekistan, the final authority for planning is the Wational
Plenning Commission. In several countrics, including Sudan, the
provinces and districts actively participate in the formulation and
implemontation of agricultural development projects. In Iraq major
organizational changes werc introduced in the past two years. The
Development Board and the Ministry of Development, responsible in the
past for the study and execution of development projects, were abolishod
and rcplaced by the Bconomic FPlanning Board and the Ministry of
Flanning. Thesc two bodies werc now the final authority for planning
but co-operated with all ministries and public agencics corccrned with
the formulation and implementatior of development activitics. Rach
ministry now had a Planning Committce which co-ordinated its dovelop-
ment activities under the Provisicnal Economic Plan 1959/60 - 1962/63
and reported periodically to the Ministry of Planning. The Provisional
dconomic Plan coverced all the major projects already siarted by the
previous Dovelopment Board but also included new projects considered
cconomically essential and complimentary to those major projects.

As rogerds planning technigues, the Conforence noted the rapid
changes introduccd in most countries. In contrast with the relatively
rough and ready selection of development projects most governments now
attempt to map cut the objectives, path and strategy of development
that would bring abecut a sustained growth in the cconomy. The Conforence
recognized in this rospect the basis consideration on planning methods
discusscd in the Hear fast Planning Survey Report and the two approaches,
namely, the "project approach" whereby separate projects in the agricul-
tural and cother scctors wore assembled into one national program and
the “"programming approach® under which differcnt projects were made
to fit into a frameworlk of objectives, targets and other broad ro-
guirements 4 termincd in advancce by the central planning agency. It
was agreed that these two approaches were ncot mutually exclusive and
that in practice the project approach gonerally tonded to merge into
an overall progromming approach. In fact, for examplc, the development
program in the United Arab Republic has incorporated the project
approach and the programming approach in tho context of & balanced
national development plan.

Within agriculiure the Governments were increasingly comphasizing
the necd to csteblish a balance betweon projects that were designed
gxclusively to enlarge the arca under cultivation and projects for
increasing yiclds on cxisting arcas. Although irrigation projects
may accomplisk both objectives, it was rocognized in gonoral that
failurcs to effect improvements in agricultural practicces to raise the
yield pcr hoctare will hinder the benefit that could othorwisce be
derived frow cxpensive irrigation and rcclamation schemos., In addition,
certain other criteria for the sclection of agricultural projects
wore discussed at the Conforence. In Irag, the Plamning Committee of
the Ministry of Agriculture was proparing a long-term plan for the
development of agriculture which would be a part of the Overall
Dovelopment Plan. In this agricultural plen production targets for
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various agricultural commodities wore being considered in the light
of cxpected chenges in their domestic and foroign demand. In Sudan,
for oxamplc, projccts were sclcocted on the basis of quick roturns and
with maximum effcets on social improvement. In Pakistan, the main
cmphasis was given to low cost projects which would increase crop
yields rapidly. The Confercnce also noted with intercst the concen=—
trated and seclectod arca approach in Pakistan and thceir model scheme
for increcasing agricultural production in scven selectod districis in
the western part of the country.

The Confciunce laid particular cmphasis on the methods for cffec—
tive implcmentation of agricultural plans end projeets. The delegatos
underlined the noed to cstablish an adequate orgenizatiou both for tho
formulation and the implementation of development plans. The basic
pre~requisites for successful planning included the building up of
an ¢ffective stricturc of agricultural scrvices, cspecially at tho
farm level, and the crecation of incentives as well as the romoval of
obsteacles in the way of improvement of agricultural practiccs by %he
multitude of small farmcrs. Another pro-requisite of successful planning
is the improvement of the institutional cnvirvonnent of the farming
community, including land rcform and tonancy systcems, adequate
marketing scrvices, promotion of co-operatives and the supply of credit
and production reguisitos.,

The shortage of traincd personnel in all branches of agriculture,
and the lack of ruscarch, basic inforhzticn and statistical data wore
recognized as limiting factors to progress in the formulation and
implementation of agricultural development planning., The Conferonce
underlined the importance of training and noted some of the actions
contemplated by Govermments to cffcct improveoments. The dclegate of
the United Arab Jdepublic informed the Conforence of the cstablishment
of a Wational Planning Institute in Junc 1960 to provide training
in the varicus aspects of planning and to cncourage planning rcscarch
and relatcd studics and he offored to oxtend theso facilitics to the
Member Countrics of the Near Bast. Othor delegateos also stressod
the importance attached to the need for training and doscribed the
steps takon to romedy the lack of trained porsonncl.

The Conference, while recognizing the assistance rendered by
FA0 to Member Countries under the Regular and the Technical Assistence
Programs; called for further help from FLO and other intornstional
agencics to supploment the national c¢’forts. It noted with apprecia~
tion the work undertaken by FAO on the general analysis of the problems
of agricultural development planning like the Kear wast Plannning
Survey and the study of the whole broad ficld of programming for
agricultural developmont that will be published in this yoar's
issuc of the annual report on the State of Food and agriculture. The
delegations of Afghanistan, lrag, Suden and the Unitcd Arab Republic
expressed their appreciation of the services roendercd by FLO experts
in cnhancing development of agricultural planning in thoir own
countrics. Finally, the Conference notcd with satisfaction that tho



Dircetor-General was taking the nceessary action to iwmplement the
reecommendation adopted ot the Fourth PAC Rogional Conforcnce for the
Near Gest, roguesting the cstablishmont of a Regicnal Treining Centre
on .gricultural Development Plenning. The following resolution was
approveds

The Confercnce

Recognizing:

i. the growing awarcness of the uscfulncss of development
planning and programming in the HNear jlast as indicated
by thc large number of countrics engaged in the formu-
lation and cxecution of developmont plans:

ii. the need for cstablishing a suitable body to ensure the
correct formulatio:. of development programs with the
full collaboretion of representative groups of various
sectors ¢f the couanomy:

iid. the neccessity of aeveloping the proper administrative
mechanism for implementation of development plans in
general and specifically of thoe agricultural program
with full participation and support of the farming
community, and

iv. the nccessity for a carcful choice of planning methods,
best suited to local conditions, and ranging from the
project to the comprehonsive and national planning
approachos;

Notings

1. the efforts of FAO to assist Mewber Countrics in the
Hear Jast in the formulation and implementation of
their development progroms under the Regular and
Technical Lasistance programs, and its intention to
hold in 1962 a r.gional training centrce in agricultural
development planning:;

ii.- the generel conclusions ol the FAO Survey on igri-
cuitural Developnent Plenning Mcthods and Crganization

in the Near Dast, and

iii. the generous cffer of the United &Lrab Republic to
extond the training facilitics of the newly established
Netional Planning Institute to other Meober Countries
in the Near fast,

Aocommends to Member Governmonts:

i to examine carcfully the rcecommendations of thoe general
report on Lgricvltural Duvelopment Planning Methods
and Organization in the Heor IZast preparud by FLO and
to make use of thom in so far as they are relevant and
applicable to local conditions, and
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Yo widen and co-ordinate thoir approach to agriculiural
programming and to undcrteke preliminary organizational
activities in the ficlds of agriculiural publiic adminis-
tration and organization, agricultural rescarch, agri-
cultural education and cxtension, crcdit and marketing
facilities and the provision of properly: trained personncly

ede
|
°

Recommends to the Dircetor-General:

i to continuc assisting Mombor Governments in the Region
in the formulation, implementation and evaluation of
plansg

¢ sxplorc the possibilities for wider cxchange of in~
formation and cxperionce among Membor Covernmentsy

ii’

4 ok

t

iii. to explorc the possibilitics of how best to maks use of
the offcr presented by the United Arab fepublic for
Member Countrics ia the Near Sast $o teke advantage of
the facilities of the newly cstablished Haticonal Planning
Institute; :

iv, %to help Member Governments to carry cut ccoonomic studics
essential Yo development planning, and

Ve Yo orgenize the curriculum of the proposcd FLO Hogional
Training Contre in Lgricultural Development Planning so
that it includes comsideraticon of the spocial problems
of agricultural planning discussed at the Conference.

(b) The Meditorranean Development Projoct

The Conference bricfly roviewcd the history and purpose of the
Mediterrancan Dovelopment Project, which had already been approvaod
by the Tenth Session of the FLO Ceonfercnce, Rome, 1959 and by the
Fourth FAOC Regional Cenfercnce, Damascus, 1958. he Conferecnce
expresscd their approeciasion to the Orgenization for launching this
project. The cbserver from the Loague of Lred States declared that
the Leaguc was in agrecment with the project and ready to co-operate.

It was suggested th i the project be eoxtended to the Red Sea
and the Dircctor-General replied thot he hoped to be able to carry
cut similar projectis in other parts of the world, if and when finances
allowed,

4 numbor of delegates cxplained specific stevs undertaken by
their Governments in line with the recommendations 1aid ‘down in the
Finel Report. Thoese statoments made 1t clear that countries would
continue with these activitics and th % they would take advantage of
facilitics offcred by the United Nations Spécial TFund and other
extornal holp. ’
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The Cenfeorence also discussed further possibilitics of imple-
menting the rccommendati ns of the Final Report. It recommended
Member Governments to establish Spearhead Development Zones, a step
already being token in somc countrics. It alsc reccommended Member
Governments to consider that specific regigrnal development projects
could be initiated to help forward the development of the Rogion. This
co~operation should cxplicitly include cxchange of information on
pregrams and policies c¢stablished in participating countrics. A
proposal was made theat a Regional Roscarch Institute should be set
up to carry out and co-ordinatc work cn problems concerncd with arid
and scmi-arid arcas,

The Conference noted with satisfrcticn that the Dircetor—-General
intended to call a general Moditerrancan Confercnce in 1961 in order
to provide an opportunity for a morc thorough appraisal of the
Mediterrancan Development Projoct Report, for the cxamination of
concrcte propesals concerning rapid implementation of the project and
to consider what further steps should be taken.

The Confercnce expressed the hope that Govornments, in the mean-
time, would proparc rcports on progress and plans for implomentation
of thc Report for prescntation to the Mediterrancan Conference in
1961. The following resolution was approved:

The Conforence

Zmphasizing the importance of rapid implementation of tho
project both on a country and rcgicnal basis,

Recommends to Governments:

i, that cnch Memboer Covernment cstablish at lcast one
spcarhecad developmoent zone tcoking advantage in
particular of facilitics offcrcd by the United Nations
Special Fundg

ii. that Member Governments consider what stcps should be
taken to establish specific rogicnal development
projccts as rocommended inm the Report of the FULO
Mcditerrancan Development Project, and

iii. that ¥ember Governmenis procced with the preparation
of naticnal rceports on steps being token and
proposals for further action for proscntation to the
Mediterrancan Confcrence to be hold in 1961y

Recommends to the Dircctor-General that a Rcgional Rescarch
Institutc be cstablished to carry out and co-ordinate work
on problems of arid and semi-~arid zoncs.
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2, Organization and Training for a Co~Ordinated Approach %o
Rural Improvement

The Conf:irence showed a great interest in rural improvement pro-
grams, the various approaches that might be adopted, and the problems
that were involved in co-ordinating and integrating such programs.

The delegates emphasized that still mor. consideration should be given
to the rural population including the nomads.

Among the measures to be taken, agrarian reform would have to
function as the basis for rural improvement since it would lead to a
more equitable distribution and an increcase of national income. This,
in turn, would favour the implementation of other rural improvement
programs.

It was agreed that a well organized agricultural extension service
is essential for the success of all rural improvement programs. Inte-
gration between agricultural sxtension, home cconomics, co-opcratives
and credit must also be achieved,

The Conference felt that a co~ordinated approach to rural improve-
ment was absolutely necessary in ovder to be most effective. This
would roquire the following steps:

i. integration and co~ordination of rural improvement
programs at all levels:

ii. setting up of required organization, administrative
and training arrangements nceded to achieve such inte-
grated programs, and

iii. associaiting the people in the planning ond implcomenta—
tion of programs irntonded for their beoncfii.

The delegatcs expressed different opinions on how best to obtain
this integration. Some favoured the creaticn of a national high co-~
ordinating bvody. Somc scemed to quostion the practicability of grouping
all the rural improvement programg under a singlce organization and felt
that the desired integration could be partly realized through the
formation and functioning of local committees,

A noed was vxpressced for exchange of information on the matter of
co~ordination and integration of rural improvement ard on how the
¥inistries concarncd co-operated with cach other in tho various programs.
In some countrics this was done through the "block” or the "village aid"
system., The programs wcre planncd, responsibilities assigned and the
whole work co-ordinatcd through the Devslopment Councils. The
following rcsolutions weie approveds

The Confercnce

Emphagizing the nced for technical guidance and assistance
in the field of Rural Improvement,
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Recommends to the Director-General:

i, to underteke a study of the present situation and
problems encountered.in the Region in the ficld of
rural improvement, as soon as funds become
availables

ii. to convene a tecchnical meeting on problems in
rural improvement which, in the light of the above
study, and with emphasis on agrarian reform, would
consider the setting up of a tochnical working
party, and

iii. to assist in the organization of National Seminars
intended to facilitate co-ordination or rural
improvement programs.

3. Improvement of Food Crops with Special Reference to the
Wheat and Barley Project and the World Seed Campaign

(a) World Sced Improvement Program

The Confercnce gave full support to the World Seed Improvement
Program. It was pointcd out by the delegates that unless there was
in each country an adeguate sced production, inspection and distribu~
tion mechanism and an c¢fficient cxtension service through which seed
¢f valuable new varictics is made available to the farmers, neither
the farmers nor the country, as a whole, will get the full benefit.

Delegates of the different countries, in reporting on the
progress being made by their National World Seed Improvement Program
Committees, indicated thc steps that were being taken to increasc
seed production to the extent nceded in order to make large quantitics
of seed of now varictics available to the farmers without delay.

Several delecgates stated that their National Seed Improvement
Committees were now concentrating on two or three of the most important
objectives of thoir programs, so that by the end of 1961 they will
have some very tangible rosults. TFurthermore, the delegates cxpressed
the intention of their Governments to continue all of the activities
already commenced as an integral part of the Freedom-From-Hunger
Campaign. The following resolution was approved:
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The Conference

Noting the importance of work done in othor parts of the
world on crop variety inmprovement and sced cortification,

Recommonds to the Dircctor~General to publish periocdically
lists of the important commorcial crop varietics, with
their charactoristics, on a world wide basis and indicating
the possible sources of supply.

(v) Wheat and Barley Projcct

The Conferonce considcered the report cntitled VA Review of
Progress in tho Near Bast Wheat and Borloy Breeding Project from
1952 to 1960", and was in goneral agrecment with the recommendations
therein contained.

The Confcrence recognized the importance of groatly increasing
the yield per hectare of both wheat and barley as well as increasing
and stabilizing the total production throughout the Region. It was
pointed out that incrcasing the cfficiency of production of wheat and
barley per unit arca will rclease land for the production of vogetable
proteins (grain 1cgumos) and other protective foods, as well as for
cultivated fodder crops and sown pasturcs so badly needed as o basis
for livestock improvement. '

Several countrics cxpressed the nced for exports to develop
high guality discasc resistant varicties of wheat; the main reason
being losses from discasc, poor sced, poor cultivetion, increasing
population and the realization that new improved variotices ofton gave
very much higher yicelds than the local wvarietics. The inclusion of
a coerecal technologist for the wheat and barley project was also sugges-
ted,

Some countries expresscd the nced for special cquipment, for the
conducting of yollow rust rescarch and the testing of whoat brceding
material and for oxpanding roescarch on control and epidemiology of rust.

The attention of the delegatos was drovin to the importsncs of
the Tth FAC Mecting on Yheat and Barley Improvement and Production
to be held in Boiruti 22~29 HMay 1961. The Govermments werce urged to
sond several delegates to this musting, the lecader being the national
member of the Worklng Party on Wheat and 3oxlcy Improvgmont and
Production,

Attention was also drawn to the Dastern ¥editerrancan T“erics of
National Cecreal Improvement Training Centres, the Tirst of which will
be held in Lebanon, 3C May -~ 7 Junec 1961, and of which succeeding oncs
will be held in Cyprus, Irac, Jordan, Libya and the Northern and
Southern regions of the Uhl10d Arab Bepublic, whick are the other
countrics participating in this scries.

- K - 7845



- 23 -

The Conforence took note that in Sudan and Bthiopia, an increase
in yields and production of wheat was necessary. 1t was pointed out
that the rising stendard of living in the Sudan was crecating a
greatly incrcascd demand for wheat flour to use in place of sorghum
and millet. The following rcsolutions were approved:

The Conference

Hoting with satisfaction the work alrcady accomplished by
the Wheat and Barley Project, and

Notigg.th@ recommendations of the consultents in the Report,
"A Roview of the Progress in the Near iast Wheat and Barley
Project', and

Recognizing the importance of broadening the scope of this project,

Recommends to the Director-General:

i, that Gthiopia and Sudan be included in the Wheat and
Barley Regional Projoct;

ii. that a cerecal tcchnologist be assigned to the projects
iii. that the rocommcndntions made by the consultants in the
Roport, "A Review of the Progress in the Near Tast
Wheat and Barley Project™ be implemented as soon as

possible, and
iv. that the work of rust control and cpidemiology be

expandcd.

(c¢) Horticultural Devclopment

The Confcrence rccognized the great importance of fruit and
vegetable production in the Region, particularly in relaticn to the
impressive programs of land development and irrigoation throughout the
Region, which will rcsult in large arcas deveted to intensive produc-
tion of early vegetables and sclected fruits for cxports and domestic
use. '

Most Govermments in the Region have already made considerable
progress in improving and expanding their fruit and vegetable pro-
duction. However, more rapid progress could be made if the technical
staff in the vericus aspects of this subject could be strongthoned
and expanded. The importance of having adequate cxtonsion services
to carry the rescarch results to the growers was also emphasizcd.

In order to assist tho Governments in their offorts to acceclerate
horticultural production, FAO was requestced to provide additional
assistince through rogional tcechnical meetings, oxperts and fcellow-
ships.
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In view of the importance of potato production in’'some countrics
in the Region, the wish was expressed that assistance be given in
developing this crop and particularly in improving the scod material.,
Delegates oxpressed the desire that the training facilities of the
Vegetable Breecding and Seed Production Centre, which it is intended
to establish in the Southern Regicn of the United Lrab Ropublic
should be madse availablce to the traincos frem all the countrics of
the Roegion.

The Conforence supportcd the ncaed for the organization of
seminars on the cxpansion of olive oil and pistachio production,
espocially with respeet to thoe rejuvination of old olive orchards and
the top working of wild olive and pistachio treecs. The following
resolutions werce approveds

The Conforonce

Recognizing the importance of fruit and vegetable production
in the Region,

Recommends to Governments:

i, to teke all thoe nceossary stops to incrocasc the
production of fruit and vegotables through the use
of hettor propagation material, improved cultural
practices, strongtlhening of pest and discasc controls
and rejuvinetion of neglected orchards, and

ii. to csteblish cowmsunity gordens in the less devoloped
arcas, in order to introduce better and morce diversi-
ficld foods and to demmnsiratc iaproved cultural
procoedurcs

Recommends to the Dircctor-Gonoral:

i. to convene & technical moeting on fruilt and vegetable
production in the Region with cmphasis on pest and
discase control. One cof the objectives of the meeting
would be to consider the setting up of & pormancnt
technical working party on the subjoect:

ii. 1o esteblish a study group on potato sced production, and

iii. that scminers on the cxpansion and production of olive
trces and pistachio bhe osrganizod.

4. Problems in Farm Development under Dry and Irrvigated Conditions

11d lead to improved farming,

Parm Planning and Dovclopment co
agccrtaining production possibilitics

particularly through analyzing and
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and establishing desirablc combinations of enterprises, such as the
most suiteble types of crops and livestock for balanced production
to obtain maximum returns and the consorvation of TCS0Urces,
Relevant local data on input and output factors wore pointcd out

as indispensablce for sctting up the most effective farm organization.
Such data are necessary to dovelop offcctive programs for the in-
crcased preoduction and improeved conservation and for replacing the
Proesent incfficient and wasteful ncthods. Tho inter-rclationships
between soils, crons and livisteck woere menticned in cxplaining

the need for couplete coverage irn farm developmont planning.
Improvements in land tonurc were mentioned as o pre=-requisite for
some of the other improvemonts.

The success of the Training Contres and Working Partics on Farm
Management held in the Par “ast Region was teken as an indication
of the advisability of holding similar mecetings in the Near Cast
Region.

Delegates prescnted statements doaling mostly with reviews of
what is being donc cither dircetly in Tarnm developnent or in moeting
the requirements for farm planning and development. In particular,
the delegatos endorsed the nced for improving farm practices on alrcady
ostablished irrigntion arcas and the need to introduce improvod
farez practices with now irrigntion schemes,

Por Iran, a number of activitics contributing to farm development
weie listed including the following: cstablishment of 'a soil and water
leboratorys oxperiment stations for irrigoation, land reclamation,
mechanization, crops and livestock. Other roscarch wos carried cut
under both irrigotion and dry farming conditicns. There was also a
£0il and water training coentre for agricultural enginecers. Different
kinds of demonstration forms werce reported in oporation with cxpansion
being arranged for activitics of thosce forms and for extending ser—~
viocvs to formers, especielly in irrigotion practices. SBoil crosion
causcd by removal of vegetation from dry iands was reported as a nost
pressing problem. Roducing overgrazing by developing Tarms to support
both crops and animals wes suggested. In Iran-it was considerced
cesential to cstablish a farm planning and developmert contre: to
ostablish o lend roclamation institutey o irstitute sheort courses
for lcodors of form planning: and to prepare nccessory handbooks on
farm planning and development.

In the United Arab Revnublic the common problems ¢f soll and
water counservation were emphasizced and a nuwher of arcas with problems
of sand drifts, overgrazing, salinity and inefficient usc of limited
supplies of water were described. The following moosurcs were listed
as being uscd in combatting these problems: controlling run—off
by water-spreading: contour ferming and strip cropping. .. number
of drought-re¢sistant native and improved plants had been used cffec—
tively on an cxperimental basis. Istedblishment of a dry farming
rescarch statiosn in the Syrien Region woas roported. Frogress in
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development of surface and underground water was also reported and
hopes were cxpresscd for assistance of PAO in cxploration of possi-
bilities for much further development of groundwater. Land Reform
involving both problems and opportuniticvs was recgarded as a koy
factor in farm dovelopment. Thesc preblems were said to merit the
full attention of the countries and FAO., The ides of cstablishing
a rcegicnal werking party in farm planning and development was
suggested, ‘

In Pakistan the subjcct. of farm development was considerced
to be of the greetcst importance and it was noted that the problems
of water use, irrigation, woatcr~logging and salinity must be attacked
on a country and intcrnaticnal basis. Lack of atiention to suitable
cropping systoms and cultural practices wore reported as major
factors in the loss of land through water-logging and salinity. In
the Ghulam Mohammed Barrage .rcva, comprising about 3 millicn acres,
the cultivotion of paddy hes becn banned in the porennially irrigated
arca and replaccd by alternative crops to provent water-logging and
salinity. Iren supportod the formation of e regional working party
and setting up of a contre for inmparting information to Government
officials on land and water usc, cropping systems and co-ordination
of programs based on economic ccnsiderations.

In Irag therc has been coxtensive use of demonstration plots in
the Tarms thomsclves by the exiension service in their work in Farm
Development. Many suitebls practices were reported as being demon-—
strated. Vory encouraging improvoment in yiclds from reclaiming
wabtor—-iogged saline lands, principally through good drainage has
been obtained. The importance of drainsge in proventing furthor
losses was alsc stresscd.

In Sudan although cxtensicon and ocducation services have been
wost valuable in improving farm management and farm production,
progress is expected to be slow. Tor fthis veason logislation was
introduccd to ordain and control the usc of irrigation watcr and
irrigable lands. . Land Usc and Rural Yeter Dovelopment Advisory
Board had beon established to advise on the dry land farming, *the
Department of igriculture was cxpanding exzperiment siation work,
ant credit was provided to formers by the Lgricultural Bank.

The delegate of Lebanon reportzd that only a very limited amount
of work had becn done so far in the Region in economics at the farm
lovel, He pointed out the very serious shertage of basic data as
limiting work in Farm Yanagement and stated emphatically that the
situation reguired much more attontion at the farm level. The
Tollowing resolution was approved:

The Conference

Recognizing the possibilitiecs for increasing production and
promoting conscrvation through improved farm praciices in the
irrigated and dry forming arcas, particularly in the environ-
ment crcated by the land distribution progrems in the
countries in thc Regicn, and
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Noting the frequency of crop failure and starvation of

livestock due to improper mothods of dry farming and range
management,

Recommends to Governments to give increased attention to
assistance in farm planning and implomentation of proper
utiligation and improved production practiccs in the
development of irrigation schomes and in dry farming,
especially by sponsoring the cxperimental and other
roscarch nccessary to provide the basic date for servicing
the proposcd production planning, cxtension and other
educational programs, and

Requests the Director-Gericral to consider the cstablishment
of a Near Last working party for the collection and
disseminaticn of informaticn on farm planning and develop-
ment . ‘

5. The Development of the Livestock Industries

The Conference rocognizced the importance of the livestock
industry in the Regicn. L rapidly increasing human populaticn on
an improving standard of living indicated a growing demand for live-
stock products. Unfortunately,; standards of animal husbandry and
productivity were low, and despitc a steady improvoment in discase
control production cf meat, milk and wool fell far short of the needs
of the Region.

The comprehensive nature of the report of the First Near Zast
Meeting on Animal Producticn and Health was noted and the rccommenda-
tionsg of the roport were cendorsced by the Conference.

The Confercence ncted with satisfaction that the Special Fund
Project for the Near East fnimal Health Institute was likely to be
implemented in the ncar futurc. It believed that a similar type of
project was nceded for rescarch and training in animal husbandry. The
problems of nutriticn, breed selcction, management and climatological
physiology required urgent attention and a strong rccommendation was
made tc FLO to assist countries in drawing up a detailed request for
submissicn te the UN Special Fund.,

The delegatc of the United Lrab Republic drew attention to a
rocommendation of the 1958 Damascus Rogional Confercnce on the need to
cstablish a climatological laboratory to carry out rcsearch on all
the problems associat.d with acclimatisation of stock to various
environments, such roscarch to take into account all factors of
climatc, nutriticn, managoment, housing, etc. In this regard it was
sugzested by the delegate that such rescarch would logically belong
to & unit of the proposcd Near Fast .nimal Husbandry Institute and
proposed that such a unit should be established in the Lgyptian Region
of the Unitcd Lrab Republic.
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Inproved gducation in all fields of the livestock industry both at
higher and lower levels is needec. .4n appeal to FAC to build this up
by providing experts and fellowships was made. Litention was drawn
to the Special Fund Projeet under consideration for Ethiopia in the
ggtablishment of a School for Veterinary assistants.

The problems of the nomad and his flocks were discussed.

From the livestock discase angle scasonal nmigraticns playsd an im-
portant role. For imstence in o recent epizootic of .Lfrican Horse
Sickness 1t secmed cortain that infectiocn was widely distributed by
such movements. It was appreciated that it was not procticable to
limit these scascnal wmovements but countrics were ssked to consider
the possibility of immurizing herds against prevalert discases before
pernitting them to cross borders. In Sudan free immunization against
Rinderpest was given to a2ll nomadic acrds entering the country and
this proved practical and popular. It wos recommended thot the FAO/OIE
Near Zost Committee on linimal Health should give t.is matter its
attention.

The Ceonfercnce agreed thoet the deterioraticn of the range lands
was the mest difficult and urgent problem facing the livestock
industry. The vicicus cycle of overgrazing — pasture destruction and
scil erosion smust bo stopped. The Cenforence recommended that measures
to rchabilitate thesc range lends should be uvnderteken. It was
suggested that o station or stations to study this problem be estab-
lighed as a unit or units of the proposed Near Last .nimal Husbandry
Institute, he delegate of Lfghenistan suggested that such a unit
be established in his country.

The reduction of livesitock numbers in overzrozed arsas (increased
by better discase control) should be underteken by improving marketing
and processing. Improved fodder preduction and conscrvation re-
quircd active dovelopment to reduce tho effect of droughts.

Tne Ceonference stressed the need for investigation into the
production and use of concentrated foodstuflls within the Regieon,
‘many of which were by-products of the milling industries. Tals work
might appropriately be sponscrcd by the prepescd animal husbandry

institute. The delogste of Pakistan suggestod that this unit be
located in his country.

Complaints woere made regarding alleged failure fto report oute
breaks of cpizootic disvasc. The Conforonce agreed that cven where
coubt regording diagnosis cxists, the reporting of a suspoccted out-
break shovld be made immediatcly by cable so that neighbouring coun~
trics might be forewarncd. The normal autherity to roceive such a
report was the Interinticonal Offlce of fpizootics in Paris.

The Conference stresscd the need to strongthen vetorinary
departnoents within the Rigicn so that in tho cvent of an epizootic
discase galning cntrance, 1t would we gquickly encompasscl and sup-—
preseed, Ln incfficient vetorinary service constituted a denger not
enly to the country itsclf but to the Region as a whelce, Furthormore,
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with the increascd traffic in livestock end livestock products the
danger of diseasc transmisgion mizht be sxpected to incrcasc and
unless stringent procauiions wore unierteken, great losses from
diseascs such as Rinderpest, Bovine Pleuro-pneuwncnia and many othors
would occur,

The present outbresk of Alrican Horse Sickness had caused, and
still was causing, great losses in the Regiom. Vaccine supplies
were insufficient, The Conivrence acknowledged the part played by
the Onderstepoort Laboratory and the Razi Institute in meeting the
tremendous demand for vaccine. I noted with appreciation that
funds had been provided to PAD by the Contingency Fund of the United
Nations Technical 4ssistance Board to assist in the struggle against
the cpidemic, Being informed that the funds were not sufficicnt to
meet demands following on furthor spread of the disease, the Confersce
recoaaended an immediato approach teo the Chairman of the Technical
Assistance Board for additional financial helyp.

As Forsze Sickness was a completely new discasc in the rogion,
it was not possible to forccast the progress of the epizootic. It
was, howcver, essential To build up adcecquale vaccine production units
within the region and for this purpose tuchnical assistance in the
form of vxperts and cguipment was urgently reguired. '

Referring 1o & proposal for the appointment of a vetcrinarian
to the Reglmnal O0ffice, the Confercence notcd that that this recommenda—
tion had becen mads in the two previous regional meetings in the Near
Fagt and it hrped that thoe Director=Gencral would pe ablc to provide
for this in the near future. . The following resolubtions were approveds:

The Confurencs

Noting the comprchonsive discussiocns and recommencations
of the Pirst Near Zast Heeting on Animal Production and
Health, '

Recognizing the imperative need for further co-ordinated
rescarch and iraining in animal husbandry, including
nitrition, animal breuding, climatology and managoment,
Appreciating the great influence of climate and cnvironmont
on the development of animal breeding ana production pro-
grams within the region, oand

Noting the contridbuticn which conccntrascc animal Toodstuffs
manufaocturcd from nil. and other by-»sroducis could makce to
improve livesbock production,

Tndorscs the rocommendations made al the Wirst Hear Last
Mceting on Animel Production and Hcalth; and
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Recomnends to Member Governments:

i. to give consideration to the establishment of a Near
Fast Animal Husbandry Institute on the samc pattern as
that proposcd for the Ncar Last Animal Health Institutes

ii. ‘%o cstablish a climatological centrc as a unit of the
Ingstitute, and

ili. to ¢stablish as part of the Institute, a unit fo
investigate the usc of milk and food processing by-
products for use as concentrate. feeds for animal and
poultry feeding:

Boguests the Dircctor-General to assist the Member Countries
in the Region to ascertain the types of units and their loca-
tion Tor the costablishment of a Near Pagt Animal Husbandry
Institute and in cloaring up the necessary submission to the
Speeial Tundg

The Conforcnce

Improssed by the groat losses to the 1liv stock industry through
disecase as cxomplificd by the present cpizootic of African
Horsc Sickness:

decommends to Member Goveormmentss

i that national veterinary services should be strengthened
to facilitate the immediatc suppression of outbreaks of
infectious diseases: '

ii. thot cutbreaks or suspected outbreaks of infectious
discases should be roported by telegram to neighbouring
countrieg and to the International Office of Lpizootics
in Paris, whose r.sponsibility it is to notify all
Member Countries, and R

iii. that dmport and export of livestock and unprocessed
livestock products should be carcfully controlled. In
this conncction, atiention should be paid to the pro-
vigion of free prophyllactic immunization to the nomads'
herds which move hetween countrics:

Recommends to the Dircutor:ggporale

i to appoint a Veterinarian to the Ncar Zast Regional
Officc to assist in tho co~ordination of animal health
measures between countrics, and

ii. to arrange a Meeting of the FAO/OIED Committee of the

Near Jest VWorking Party on inimal Production and Health
to take place in 1961:
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Reguests the Direcctor-General to investigate the possibility
of obtaining further emergéncy.funds to a831st the countries

in the Region in the control of the recent outbreaks of
African Horse Sickness, l/

The Conference

Considering the importance of sheep production in all
countries of the Near [ast, and the fact that the utiliza-
tion of natural pastures is an important practical and
economical means of engaging in this activity,

Noting the progressive deterioration and increasing
bareness of the ranges owing to overgrazing and the up-
rooting of woody plants for fuel, as well as the progressive
decrease in pasture area as a result of the development

of dry land farming,

Recommends to Member Governments:

1. to take all practical steps to stem the encourage-
ment of dry land farming on lands more suited %o
pasture and to encourage the use of other fuels to
reduce the destruction of woody plants, and

ii, that, should a Near East Animal Husbandry Institute
be established, at least one unit of it should be
given the responsibility of research and training on
the problems of management of livestock on rangelands
and the most efficient use of these landsg

Requests the Director-General:

i. to consider makiang available to Governments the
services of botanists and ecologists to draw up in-
ventories of valuable fodder species;

ii, to assist Governments through whatever source of
: funds available, to implement programs for the re-
generation of rangce and pasturc lands in the countrlcs
in the Region, and

iii. to adv1sy the Animal Productlon Commlttco of the Near
Tasgt Vorking Party on Animal Production and.Health
to pay attention and study ways and means of solving
the problems of range and pasturc improvement.

;/ As a result of this recommendation an additioral sum of
$75,000 was subsequently made available to FAO for this
purposce from the UN Contingency Fund.
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6., Status. of the Fishories Industry in theé Region
and its Potential Contribution to Improvements
in Nutrition and in Standards of Living

The Conference stroessed the nced To increase the fish supply to
assist in moeting the growing demand for arimal proteins in . the Fear
Bast., The delegatcs rccognized that the fisheries industry in many
countries in the Region vemains to be doveloped and that the cxecution
of a bhalancod »program of simultoncous duvelopment of capture, preserva-
tion, marketing, managcment and roscarch and the co-ordination of
thesc efforts with othor ficlds, such as lend and water usc, trans-
portation and crcdit, would nced competent fishorics admiristrations
with adequatc euthority and skillod personnel. The Confercncc urged
the cstablishment or the strengthening of fishcrics deportments in the
pubilic administration.

%hile apprecicting the assistance rondered by FAC in initiating
a fishery statistical project din the Hgyptian Region of the United
Arab Revublic, ths Conference folt that it would be desirable to extend
and develop such urograms throughout the Region in order to cnsure
adeguate statistical information which ig a pro-requisite for planncd
fishory development.

The Conicronce obscrved that the fish wealth of common waier
bodics 1lik. the Red Sca, the South IFast licditerrancan, the Jorth-
Vest Indian Occan, the Persian Gulf, tho Nilce and the Suphratcs-Tigris
arc sharcd jointly by scveral countrics and thot they arc confronted
with similar probloms of capiurs, utilization and administration of
fisheries in those wators, Thercfors, the nced for a regional mecting
of the fisheries authoritics of Momber Countries was suggested fo
roviow the avalleble information rugarding the fisheries in the Region
and to arrive at cenclusions as to the weys and means of further
development of the fisherics industry in the Near Hast.

The Conforonce rocognized the major contribution of inland waters
in fish production in scversl countrics in the Hoer Bast and cxpresscd
the need for organizing, in duc course, a itraining ccntrc on fish
culturc and inland fishory monagement in the Region with PAO's assistance.

The Confercnce approcinted the availability in Pakistan of
training and programming facilities in inland and marine fisheries and
fisheries technology and suggested that other countries in the area
might take advantage of these, a3 and when feasible, to train their
fisheries workers.

Tie Conference also recognized the desirability of exchanging
information; facilities and personnel among the Member Countries in
the Region in ithe promotion of fishery development. The following -
resolutions were approved:
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The Conference

Considering,

i. that various couniries in the Region share common
aquatic food rusources, the South-Last Mediterranean,
the Red Sea, the Jorth-West Indian Occan, the Persian
Gulf, the Nile Basin and the iluphrates-Tigris Basin
being noteworthy instances, and

ii. that the countrics of the Region are confronted with
similar problems of production, processing, marketing
and administration in the ficid of fisherics, and

Hocognizing,

i that a joint approach in fisheries development on
the part of the Govermments would, hencoy, be highly
desirable, and

ii. that for such a common approach, it would, at the
prosent stage, be of definite advantage if an opportunity
could be wrovided to the countrics of the Reglon for
joint tochnical discussions and exchange of views on
fisherics problemss

Reguests the Dirvsctor-General to consider the possibility
of convening, at an opportune time, a rcgional mecting on
fishcries in-wnich the fisheries authoritics and specialists
in the countrics of the Near ast would participato. '

The Confcrence

Considering the necd for statistical information for planncd
fishery development, and

Toting the cfforts made in the United Arab Republic and
Pakistan in organizing fishcries statistics,

Reocommends to Mombor Covornments that such measurcs be
decveloped and cxtended in the Region with the agsistance of
FAO. '

The Conference

Considering

i. the wpotential contribution that the seas, the large
river basins, and inland waters in general iu the
Region, might make to the national income and to
protein food supplies;

ii. that Tishery development is still at an early stage
in many countries in the Region, and
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iii. the heavy, elaborated tasks involved in successfully
steering and executing fishery devclopment programs;

Recommends to Member Governments to urgently take effective
steps towards thce establishment or strongthening of their
fisherics adminisirative servicess

Recommends to the Dircctor—-General to orgenize as soon as
posasiblie and at some sultablce location within the Region

& training ccnitre on fish culturc and inland fishery manage-
ment, to assist Membor Countries in the training of personncl
Tor inland fishecry development,

The Conferonce

Yoting with apprcciation an offer of facilities in Pakistan
for training inland and marine fisheries and fishcries
technology,

Commends those fecilitics to Homber Governments in the
Region to train their fishory workers, and

Rucommonds to Member Governments to exchange information,
facilities and personnel among Member Countries in the
Region with a view to furthering fishery development.

7. Status of Forestry and Forest Industries in the Region
and their Potonticl Contribution
towards jiconomic Development

The Conference took note of the present status of forestry and
forest industries in the Reglon and expressed its concern about
their uvnsatisfactory situation., The Near Iast has the smallest propor-
tion of land under forests and per capiia wood consumption is the
lowest in the world., Due to lack or shortage of sufficient technical
staff even the existing Torests cannot be properly managed. The
Conference notcd with satisfaction that serious steps had been taken to
establish institutions for training forestry personncl and stressed the
need to maintain and cxpand those facilities. It particularly wel-
comed the opening of the Heoar Dasgt Forest Rangers School &t Lattakia
and hoped that full usc would be made of its facilities, The tcaching
at this institute is boing carried on in Arabic.

The Conference also cmphasiged the importance of forest inven-
tories, demarcation and determination of ownership as woell as the
regulation of rights of usgage. 1t rocommonded that countrics should
make the bost use of their foristry resourcos kecping in mind that
cxploitation must not lead to destruction of cither forcsts or forest
lands,



The (onference recommended the introduction of fast growing
species in areas where natural forests nollonger‘exist'or are in-
adequate. The Confereonce stressed the dual role of the forests for
production and land protection and recommended that a knowledge and
understanding of foristry be spread amongst all sections of the popu-
lation, especially by practical demonstration in order to make the
public forest-minded. The importance of forests as a source of
employment and income and, therefore, of value in providing assis-—
tance to social problems was noted and the role of forests in water

conservation, prevention of erosion, improvement of rangelands, etc.,
was discussed.

The Confercnce stressed its belief that modern science and
technique provided many of the answers to the forestry problems of the
Region and, thercfore, urged HMoember Governments to take cvery possible
step to utilize this information to improve the prescnt situation,

The following resolution was approved:

The Confcrence

Noting the very small amount of forcsts and thc prosent low

‘per caput consumption of wood in thec Region and the inevitable
risc in the demand of wood of all kinds due to the rapid incrcase
in population and the improvement of living standards,

Recommends to Member Governments:

i to take steps to conserve and develop existing forest
TC8OUTCeS:

ii., to carry out afforcstation to supplement natural forcsts;
iii. to onsurc the crcation of propcr forcst servicess

iv. to implement managcment plans which arc csscntial for
tho proper utilization of forcst resources in the con~
toxt of goneral agricultural, cconomic and social
devclopments :

Ve that facilitics. for training in graduatc and post-
graduatc forestry and rcscarch be cstablished or cxpandced
in the Rfegion, and

vi. to toke advantage of the available training facilities
in Pakistan by expanding thosc facilitics possibly through
the assistance of FAO and the Unitcd Nations Special Fund
so as to provide opportunity for training and rcsearch
to candidatss from the countrics of the Regiong.
Recommends to Membor Governments that all Arabic-speaking
countrics should teke advantage of the facilities at the
Near Tast Forost Rangers' School at Lattakia, possibly by
including fellowships in their Technical Assistance Programs
for fellows to be sent there.
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REVIGEW OF SPECIFIC FAQO ACTIVITIGES WHICH REGUIRIED
CONFERENCE GUIDANCE OR GOVERNMENT ACTION

1. Freedom—~from-Hunger -Campalen

This important topic was introduced to the Conference poth in
the opening statement of the Dircctor-General and as a scparate point
on the agenda by the Regional Represcntative for the Near fast Region.

The Director-General emphasized that the Freedom-from-lunger
Campaign is not intended to replace any programs at present under way
for the improvement of food supplies and better nutrition. It is
intended to supplement and reinforce programs wihich Governments and
international agencies are already carrying out and to create a better
climate of opiniorn in which these programs will work with greater !
effectiveness.

Since the authorization of the Campaign at the Tenth Session of
the Conference, FAO has undertaken a number of preparatory steps in
order to create intorcst by governmental and non-governmental organiza-—
tions and to set up the organizational machinery to initiate and conduct
the Campaign successfully.

The Campaign was officially launched at FAO Headquarters on
1 July, 1960 and delegatles reported that special cercmonies took place
on about the same date in a number of countrics in the Near Zast
Region.

It was noted that scveral Governments in the Region alrcady have
formulatcd a national developmont program and that the other Govern—
ments are, or will bo, taking this essential stcp. In so far as they
raise the standard of living of their people, such programs represcnt
an active step towards freedom from hunger. As the delegate of
Pakistan expressed it Yin its intensificd cfforts Pakistan has a
schome which touches the heart of all cxisting deficicncies and which
will be cxccuted in co-operation with all the international agencics
willing to lend us their support™. Similar sentiments werc expressed
in the statements of other Member Countrics of the Region.

The Freedom—from-Hunger Cempaign provided an excellent focal
point for such cffort which would be undertaken in addition to the
alrcady cxisting development progrems on the national and international
level. ‘

It was rocognized that it would be of great benefit to the
countries in order to achieve their goal, if such national programs
could bo co-ordinated, whore nccessary or desirable, at the regional
or intcrnational leovel.

On .the international level FPAO, in co-oporation with other
intcrnational organizations, would provide the necessary lcadership
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and co—ordination. On the national level, activities under this
campaign would be carried out by governments, privaté organisatidus,
foundations, religious and other groups and individusl men and
women of goodwill, o o

The Conference agreed that such national activities should be
planned and co-ordinated by national Campaign Commitiees.

Delegates of several countries informed the Conference that
such National Camnpaign Committees already had been established or
were in the process of formation., In other countries, serious con-
sideration was given to the ostablishment of such committess.  Several
of the countries alrcady had made financial contribution to the
general Trust Fund of the Campaign.

The Confercnce felt that the three main types of activities under
the Campaign ~ (2) information and cducation, (b) rcscarch, and
(¢) both short-term and long-term action projects — provided ample
opportunity for cach country to start those actions considered to be
most important in the light of its specific naticnal problems and
oprortunitics. In this comnnection, the Conflirence stressed that
under the Campaign due attention should be given to programs designed
to improve the utilization of land and other TIcsources such as those
dealing with irrigation, dry-land farming, fertilization and improvod
scods. Special cmphasis was also placed on the nced for improvement
of animal husbandry and animal hecalth in the Rogion and for using
thoe available fish rosources morce ¢ffectively in order to increase
the protein intaeke of the population.

It was noted thet projects under the Campaign should not be
limited to those directly affecting the production of foodstuffs,
Mention was made of the possibility of including in the National
Campaign projects for forcstry improvement, as well as projccts designed
to strengthen the institutional fromework, ircluding oxtension work
and orgenization.

The Conferencc rualized that most of the regional funds for action
under the Freedom~from—llunger Campaign would have to be raiscd on
the national lovel, since any voluntary contribution on an international
level could nover de sufficient to mect the vast neccds in the world.
T+t would be the task of cach Hational Committes to organizc and super-
vise the fund raising in the country, end to decide how the funds
collected could best be uscd. The Frecdom—from-—Hunger Campaign
publication "National liction Frojects - 4 Sclection" could be used as
a guide %o scloet projects which will make a sigrnificant contribution.

Tt was considered aighly dusirab.c that countrics adopt certain
measures to promote and maintain an cvor-growlng interest in the
sempaign. Taois could be done through pamphlets, luaflets, postors,
special isgsues of postage stamps and special headings on official
correspondence. The following resolution was approvad:
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The Conference

Recalling the resolution of the Fourth FAO Regional Conference
which welcomed the proposal to launch a Freedom-from-Hunger
Campaign,

Noting the extent of hunger, including under-ncurishment and
malnutrition, that still exists in the world today and the
increasing aggravation of the situation by the rapid popula~

tion growth cspecially in developing countries, and

Noting that the Tenth Session of the Conference through
resolution 13/59, with unanimous support of all Member
Governments, authorized the Freedom-from-Hunger Campaign
under the leadership and general co-ordination of FAO,

Considering that in the Near “ast Region the ratec of expansion
of agricultural production lags behind the nceds of the

rapidly growing population: th t the Campaign, thereforc, calls
for special attention and support:

Recommends to ¥ember Governments:

1 t0 cstablish national campaign committees if thoy have
not yet dence so in order to plan and support action
at the national lovel; '

ii., to give active consideration to the possibility of
sharing in the form they find most appropriate, in
the gencral campaign cxpenses of the Organization which
are cssential to dovelop the Lampaign both on &
national and an intcrnational level:

iii. to formulatc national programs, co~ordinated at the
rogional or intornational levels

iv. that, in order to popularize the Frecdom-from-Hunger
Campaign, they consider translating this expression into
an adeguate idiomatic motto in the country's language to
be printed on all eppropriate types of official corres—
pondence, and

Vo to authorisce the issuvance of postage stamps referring to
this Campaign.

2. World Agricultural Census

The Conforenc. approciatcd the incrcascd participation of Member
Countrics in tho Region in the 1960 Vorld Census of Agriculiure, the
assistance provided by FI0 through cxperts, the Training Centre on
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Agricultural Censuses held in Damascus, 21 Way - 30 July, 1959, the
Regional Office and by the FAO publications on censuses and sSUrveys

and on data processing. The Couference noted that one of the factors
that contributed to increased participation was the flexibility of

the 1960 World Census Program through its adaption to local conditions
of the Region and the importance given to the role of sampling in

census taking and even as a substitute for complete enumeration wherever
resources and facilities for complete enumeration are lacking.

The Conference noted that participants in the Near Bast Training
i

Centre on Agricultural Uensuses took active part in the Census
programs in thelr respective couniries.

The Conference further stressed the many problems which faced
nost of those countrics that are participating in the 1960 Census
Program and the difficultics which prevenied a few other lember
Countrics from participation. The need for evaluating the census
plans and procedurcs adoptcd by the Hember Countries and tho diffi-
cuities faced by all countries in thoe Region was recognized by the
Confercnce., It urged PAO to carry out at some convenlent time a
study of census problems end census plans in the Roglon and make
recommendations to this cnd.

_ The urgency of iraining national technical personnel in gencral

~data processing methods was stresscd and the Cenferonce strongly
recommendcd that the resoluiions and rocommendations of the Fourth
Ncar Past Regional Confercnce and the Tenth Scssion of the FAO
Confecrence requesting the organization of o regionzl training centre
on data processing to be implemented, as soon as possible. The
delogation of Lebenon remindced the Conforence that the invitation
to hold this training centrc in Lobanon was still standing and that
his Covernment would cxtend all host feacilitics to the centre,

The Conforence appreciatcd the e¢fforts of thoe Dircctor-General
to cstablish a contral project for tabulating agriculitural cconsuses
by clccironic cquipment, and welcomed the initiative of tho Government
of thc United Arab Republic, the Central Statistical Institute of
Ttaly and of PAO and other interested international organizations
in this rcspeet. The Conferonce emphasized the pioneering and research
nature of the projeet for tabulating the agricultural ccnsus of the
Fgyptian Region by electronic cquipmont and urged the Dircetor-General
to orgenizc a training program around this project in order to
femilierize national tochnicians of Member Countrics with the use and
the poteontialitics of modern electronic devicus in the processing
of census and survey data. The following resolution was approved:

The Conforcnce

Noting the difficuliics faced by some Member Countrics in the
planﬂ?hg and execution of their agricultural consuses or'in
the tabulation of census T sults duc to lack of funds and
trained personnel or to other factors resulting in the non-

co
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participation of some countries in the FAO Program for
the 1960 VWorld Census of Agriculture or in delays in the
tabulation and publicaticn of the census results,

Considering:

i. ~ the increased participation of Member Countries of
the Rogion in the 1960 Vorld Census Program as
compared with the 1950 Program:

ii. the initiative of FAO in co-operation with the
Government of the United Arab Republic and the Central
Statistical Institute of Italy in the project for
the Central Tabulation of the sgriculiural Census
of the Egyptian Region by electronic couipment, and

.iii. thoe international significance of this project and
its pioneering and rosearch nature,

Appreciating the assistance provided by FAO through field
experts, the Noar Fast Regional Office, the Near Zast Training
Centre on Agricultural Censuses, the Near ast Ccnsus

Conference for adapting the 1960 World Program to thc special
needs of the Region and through the FAO publications dissemin-
ating technical and practical information on planning and con~
ducting agriculiural censuses and surveys and on data processing
methods, :

Recommends to Member Governments:

i, that Member Countries which have not yet participated
in the 1960 Vorld Census Program excert cvery ceffort
posgible to conduct censuses of agriculture teking full
advantage of the flexibility of the FAO program and its
regional adaptation as well as of the technical assistance
provided by FAQ in this field, and ‘

ii. that the unigue opportunity provided by the Project for
the Central Tabulation of the Agricultural Census of
the Igypiian Region of the United Arab Republic by
Blectronic Iguipmont be utilized for the training of
national technicians in the use of electronic processing
machines by organizing training programs around this
projects

Recommends to the Director-Goneral:

i thot Near Bast Training Centre on Data Processing lethods
recommended by the Fourth Regional Confercncc, the
Tenth Session of the FAO Confercunce and by the Near Rast
Census Conforence, be held as soon as possible, and
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ii. that a study be made of the census plans and methods
used by countries in the Region which are participating
in the FAD 1960 World Census Program-and of the diffi-
culties faced by them and by those countries which are
not participating with the view of making recommendations
for tne prromoticn of fuller participation in future
censug programs and for the improvement of current census
methodology and procedures:

Requests the Dircctor-General to investigate the possibility
of appointing census experts to conduct this study.

3, Development of Current Agricultural Statistics

The Conference noted the great importance of improving data on
current agricultural production, yields and area under various
crops, prices and income, employment in agriculture, consumpiion of
ifertilizers, production costs, etc. The Conference stressed the
need to use statistical methods in the design of agricultural experi-
ments and anhalysis of thelir results. Accurate data on all aspects
of Agricultural Research and experiments were considered cssential
for development planning and in formulating agricultural policy. The
Conference welcomed the advance made in this field in the Southern
Regiorn of the United Arab Republic with the assistance of FAO.

The cdifficultics and vroblems of Member Countries in their
attempts to improve statistical scrvices and quality of the data were
discussed, such as the lack of sufficient funds, shortages in trained
personnel, special problems of nomadic populations, cffccts of
weather, poor transportation facilities and special problems arising
from the social and economic conditions of the countries in the Region.

While appreciating the assistance givon alroady by FAO and its
Regional Officc in this field, the Conference urged, if possible, the
appointment of an Assistant Regional Statistician and a Regional
Biomctrician to be provided with adeguate travel funds,

The Conforonce pointed cut the special ncced for more assistance
in the ficlds of agricultural prices and income, livestock and live-
stock products statistics, and rccommended that training centres and
seminars on thesc subjects be organized in the Region. The Confercnce
also notcd that some Member Counitries nccded assistance in Field
cquipment and data processing machines to be provided as far as
vossible by FAO.

In considering thc means of accelerating statistical development
in the Region, the Conference attached special importance to the
nced for a Regional Trazining and Research Institute in Agricultural

Statistics to bo supported if possible by the Speciel Fund for Economic
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Development. The Conference considered such an Institute to be
essential for the training of national technicians in statistical
methodology and in field procedures and recommended that the
Director-General give assistance to Member Countries in drafting

a proposal to the Special Fund for establishing such an institute.
The Conference further recommended that the Director-General draw
the attention of the Special Fund Authorities to the importance of
supporting projects in the field of agricultural statistics.

The Conference appreciated the statistics publications of FAQ,
but pointed out the need for more descriptive material on the nature
of the data published and on the concepts, methods and fiecld procedurcs
employed in their collection. The usefulness of this information as
regards international comparability of data, for the uscrs of such
data in general and for national statistical authorities in the improve-
ment of their own techniques, was emphasized. The following resolutions
were approved:

The Conference

Recognizing the need for developing all aspects of current
agricultural statistics and the importance of international
comparability of the statistical serices made availablc side by
side in FAO periodic statistical publications,

Noting the explanatory material contained in footnotes and
appendices to these publications and their limited size, due
to limitations in spacc,

Realiging the greater usefulness of statistical data for
various countrics if more detailed descriptive material

on the concepts, methods, coverage and procedurcs employed
in compiling or computing the published scrics is available,

Recommends to the Director-General:

i that FAO publish a compendium to its periodic statistical
publications containing morc detailed descriptions of
the statistical serics and of the concepts, definitions,
coverage, methods and procedures and of the freguency of
collection of data and references to sources related to
the development of the national statistical serics pub-
lished by FAO:

ii. that the compendium dbe kept up~to-date through revised
editions, and ’

iii. that the publication and rovision of the statistical

compendium become a permanent fcature of FAO's regular
program,
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The Conference

Recognizing that:

i. statistical data on current agricultural statistics
such as production, prices, costs, trade, employment
in agriculture, etc., are essential tools for planning
agricultural development and formulating agricultural
and economic policy:

ii. statistical techniques in the design of agricultural
experiments and the analysis of their results are
important, among others for the improvement of agri-
cultural techniques and the control of pests and
diseases, and

i1i. the development of currcent agricultural statistics in
countries of the Kecar Bast Recgion is handicapped by
the lack of trained technical pcersonnel at all levels
and by the lack of rescarch on statistical tochniques,
definitions and field procedures adaptable to the
special agricultural and social conditions of the
Region:

Voting the rccommendations of the Tenth Scssion of the FAO
Conforcnce, the Near Dast Census Meeting and the Ad Hoe
Committoe of Statistical Txpcortsi-

(a) for holding a Regional Training Centre and Scminar
on Livostock and Livestock Products Statisticsg

(b) forholding a Regional Training Cenire on Agricultural
Prices and Incomc Statistics

(¢) for the appointment of a Rogional Biometrician to
assist Momber Countrics in the application of
statistical tocknigues to agricultural experimentation,
and

(d) for the establishment of a pormancnt Regional Training
and Rescarch Imstitute in Agricultural Statisticsg

Requests the Dircctor-General :

i to consider organizing a Regional Training Contre on
Lgricultural Pricces and Income Statistics and a Training
Centrc and a Seminar on Livestock and Livestock Froducts
Statistics during the next threc yearsg

ii. to make provisions in the 1962-63 budget for the

appointment of & Near iast Rugional Biometrician on
the FAO Rogular Progream;
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iii. to give high priority to the establishment of a Near
Tast Regional Training and Research Institute in
Agricultural Statistics to assist in consultation
with Member Governments in “he formulation of a draft
provosal to the United Nations Special Fund for this
purpose, and initiate, as soon as possible, negotia~
tions with CGovernments for working out the final pro-
posal for submission to the United Nations Special Fund,
and

iv. to draw the attention of the United Nations Special
Fund to the importance of the development of agricul-
tural statistics in Member Countries as a pre-requisite
for agricultural development in general and investment
projects in particular and to the need for the support
of the Specizl Fund to projects submitted to it in the
field of agricultural statistics,

4. Tae Incrcase in Production by the Use of Fertilizers

The CGonforence was informed that in conmnection with the Freedom-
from-Hunger Campaign the world fertilizer industry was furnishing
FAO with funds for studying thc potential fertilizer nceds of less
devclored countrigs and for aiding the various Governments in programs
for ¢fficicnt fertilizer distribution and application,

The Confercence noted the important role that fortilizers could
play in raising agricultural production not only on land alrcady
under cultivation but also on land being brought under crops by
irrigation. In most of the countrics of the Near Zast Region the
use of fertilizor was still one of the most under-cxploited mcans of
increasing production,

Several delegates indicatced that their countrics werc giving
special attention to this matter through demonstation and experimental
work, and reported that grcat inercase in production and income were
obtained.

The Conforenco unanimously cndorscd the proposcd fertilizer
program. Dclegates drow attention to the fact that feritiliszers nced
to be combincd with effective use of walber supplics, good crop rota-
tions, green and animal manurcs, good sceds and other improved crop
and farm management prectices in order to have thoir greatest cffoctive~
ness and cfficiency. At the seme time due attention nccded to be
paid to means that might be uscd for removing cconomic and institu-
tional obstacles to fertilizer usc, such as the lack of credit, of
adequate distribution facilities and transportation, the low lovel
and instability of agricultural priccs and the level of cducation
of the farmecrs. Thoe Conference censidercd the necd for a Fertiliszer
Working Party tc study the tcchnical, cconomic and institutional
problems in the ficld of fertillzcor use.

~ X - 7845



_,45 —

It was fully understood that the countries would have to make the
major contribution themselves in order to get rapid and tangible
results. For this reason the Conference recommended that national
fertilizer advisory groups be established under the National Freedom-—
from-Hunger Campaign Committees in order to make suggestions to their
Governments for action programs and to assist in carrying out the
national activities.

Several delegates stressed the importance of expsrimental work
before launching an extensive demonstration program. Such experimental
work would have to take into consideration the various sources of
plant nutrients, as well as the cost of fertilizers, climatological
and soil conditions. The following resolution  was approveds

The Conference

Noting the important role fertilizers could play in inereasing
agricultural production and raising the standards of living in
the Near [ast countries,

Considering the proposals of FAO for a world wide fertilizer
program to be supported with funds under the Freedom-from-—
Hunger Campaign, contributed by the fertiligzer industries,.

Recognizing that fertilizers have their greatest efficiency and
effectiveness when used in support of, and in cembination:

with other improved crop and farm management practices, and
that economic and related factors are often great obstacles

to increased fortilizer uses

Recommends to the Director-General the cestablishment of a
Near Dast Fertilizer Working Party in order tos-

i. study the technical and economic problems of soil
fertility in rclation to other necessary improved
practices,; and '

ii. study the measures to be taken for the removal of
cconomic and institutional obstacles to fertiligzer
usey
Recommends to Member Govermments the formation of national
fertilizer advisory groups under the National Freedom-from-
Hunger Campaign Committee reprosenting producers, distributors
and consumers of fertilizers and Government, to study the
need for action programs in the field of fertilizer appli-
cation and use, make recommendations to their Government and
assist in carrying out national activities to be undertaken
with the assistance of FAO and other agencies.
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5. Promotion of Food Consumption Surveys

The completion of the draft program of work for food consumption
surveys as recommended by the Tenth Session of the FAO Confeorence was
welcomed. The Conference recognized the urgency of the necd for
food consumption data for various sections of the population in each
country in connection with the Freedom-Irom-funger Campaign. It
noted the relation betweern these data and food balance sheets informa-
tion as well as the dictary and clinical nutritional surveys. The
need to collect such data from households, groups and individuals, and
for field trials to test procedures and to train personncl was also
gmphasized.

The Conference called attention to the difficult problems arising
from the lack of appropriate food composition tables of local foods '
as consumed and the absence of national dietary standards. It was
pointed out that special difficulties cxisted in conducting food con-
sumption surveys and that there was a need in this respect for special
assistance from FAO. In particular, the Conference rocommended the
organization of a vegional training centre in field procedures,
concepts and methodology of food consumption surveyss the program of
such a centre to include an actual food consumption survey. The
possibility of organizing the sub-regional training centre in line with
the special needs of the groups of countries was also mentioned as an
altcrnative to one regional ccntre.

The Conference welcomed the intention of PAD to hold a rogional
meeting to adapt the draft program of work on distary surveys fto the
needs of the Near Bast Regilon and it urged Member Countrics to send
appropriate repr scntatives to such a meeting.

The Conference also urged Member Countries to consider the
carrying out of food consumption survceys covering all sections of the
population and drew the atitention of Member Countries to the need for
compiling food balance shects and carrying out other clinical nutri-
tional surveys to supploment food consumption data. The following
resolutions were approveds:

The Conference

Noting thet the Tenth Session of the FAO fonference re-affirmed
the importance of food consumption surveys for providing basic
data for programs with nutritional, economic and social objec~
tives and rccommended the organization by Member Governments

of surveys of food consumption and the preparation by the
Director~General of methodological manuals and a draft program
of work in this ficld and the organization of rcegional meetings
to consider this program,
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Considering that statistical information on food supplies
made available for consumption and data on actual food
consumption are seriously lacking in most Member Countries
of the Region,

Realizing that the ackievement of the objecectives. of the Frecdom-
from-Hunger Campaign reyvires adequate data on the present
status of available supplies and on consumption patterns
and their relation to nutritional requirements,

Welcomes the completion of the draft program of work for
food consumption surveys and the intention to adapt this

program for regional needs by submitiing it for considera-—
tion by technical regional meetings,

Urges Nember Governments:

i!

id.

iii.

iv.

to organizc food consumption surveys on levels and
patterns of food consumption of diffcrent sections
of their populations during the next few years;

to send appropriatc national reprcsentatives to a

regional tcchnical meeting on food consumption surveys
to be organizcd by FAO in co-operation with intercsted
inscernational and rogilonal organizations: '

te compile regular up-to-date food balance sheets
urgently needed for the Third World Food Survey, and

to make uso of the possibilities of technical or other
appropriate assistance provided by FAO in the ficld
of food consumption statistics including foold balance
sheets and other nutritional surveys;

Reguests the Dirvector-Jencral to consider organizing nogional
or sub-regional training centres for the training of personnel
in food consumption survey techniques.

6, Development of Local Foods for Supplementary

Feeding Programs

The Conference noted the extent and seriousncss of the problems
of nutrition in the Rcgion and emphasized the need which exists in
all countriecs for the production of gr.ater supplies of foods rich
in protecin, both of animal and vegetable origin to reducce reliance on
supplics of dried skim milk iuwmported from outside the Region. It
likewise considered that the increcased production and consumption of
vegetables and fruits are highly desirable from a nutritional point

of vicw.

Such increase of production had bcen discussed in considerable

detail under other items of the agenda and its bearing on the FPrecdom-
from—-Hunger Campaign was noted by the Conference.
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The Conference also recognized the need for the investigation
and the application, where feasible, of the many new processes being
developed elsewhere for increasing the utilization of such familiar
local protein~rich foodstuffs as milk, meat, fish pulses and oil
seeds. Among the important foods of this type are groundnut, sesame,
cotton seed, coconut and soya-bean preparations and fish and meat
meal flours. Besides making available additional foodstuffs not
otherwise utilized for human consumption, these processes offer
opportunitics for a much wider distribution of foods abundant in
a certain locality and normally restricted to that area by difficulties
of preservation or transportation. Work has already begun in some
countries of the Region, particularly in the United Arab Republic
on development of this nature but it needs to be intensified and
extended to the rest of the Region. In this connection; a discussion
took place on the need for improving the present very unsatisfactory
distribution of vegetables and fruit.  Mention was also made of the
need for supplementing national food supplics by the greater inter-—
change of foodstuffs between countries in the Region.

. The Conference felt that these new developments further emphasized
the need for strong national nutrition committees and burcaux with
sufficient auvthority and funds to promotc and co-ordinate this work
and re-aflfirmed the recommendations on this subject made at the Fourth
Regional Conference.

Attention was drawn to the need for including a matritionist in
groups concerncd with agricultural planning to ensure that agricultural
policy will take account of the nutritional reguirecments of the popu-
lation,

The Conference re-iterated the nced for cxpansion in the supple-
mentary feeding of the vulnerable groups, including pregnant and
nursing mothers, infants, young children and workers. Such programs
are in opcration in scveral countries of the Rugion, but they are
handicapped by lack of funds and trained staff. The necd was exprossed
for a seminar on school feeding and nutrition cducation,

The danger of over-cmphasizing the shortage of animal proteins
in the dict was voiced especially as in most countries pulses and
oil sceeds arc cheap and available and their production can be in-
creased; no large scale supplementary feeding program should be cm—
barked upon without adequate knowledge of the deficiences in local
diet that nced to be remedied. The following resolutions were approved:

The Conference

Recognizing the importance of supplementary feeding of the
vulnerable groups of the population,
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Noting the limitation iwposcd by budgoetary rcstrictions and
the lack of trained personncl to develop and administer such
programs, and to spread nutrition cducation to the public
through them,

Appreciating the efforts made by Governments to supplement the
diets of these groups through school meals, school gardens and
maternal and child health contres,

Urges Member Governments to develop and cxtend their supplementary
feeding programs by cxploring the different means of supporting
such programs, including the participation of local authorities
and community organizations,; and to seck loczl and intcrnational
assistance in providing funds and training of personncl to

develop and administer such activitics,

Reaffirms the rocommendation formulated by the Fourth Near
Last Regional Confercnce "that a Seminar on Supplementary
Feeding and fSducation in Nutriticn should be arrangoed by FAO
in association with UNICEF and WHO"

The Confcrence

Noting that during recent years supplementary feeding programs
for vulncrable groups have been based primarily on donations
of dricd skim milk and that these frce supplies arc not always
available,

Urges lember Covernmenis:

i, to cxplore the potential local sourccs of foods for
supplementary feeding programs, particularly those
of high »rotein valuc, seeking assistancc from FAO
and UNICEF as necded, and

ii. to give attention to specific development work as
follows:

(a) to incrcasc and make bott r use of local supplics of
milk through the development of milk conservation
programs and wider distribution through supplementary
feeding programs

(b) to develop the fishing industry and incrcasc consump-
tion of. f*u&h dricd and proccsscd fish and fish
products:

(c) to cncourage invostigations on nNCW processes in respect
: 3 la~
to meat product_9 with a view to increasing the avail
bility of animal protcin supplics;

{(d) to encourage the produvction and consumption of pulscs,
and
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(e) to considor the possibility of promoting the develop-
ment and usc of new processes of preparing protcin-
riech foods, not yet fully uvtilized for human consump-
tion, of which derivatives of oil secd cakes arc of
special importance; '

Bequosts the Dircctor-Goneral to consider the possibility to
make availablce assistance to Momber Goveornments for the pur-
posc of czrrying out the noccssary suvveys and/or pilot
studies on production, suitability or acceptability of now
or little uscd protein-rich foodstuffs and the granting of
the neceessary fellowships for training of ncoded personncl
and to contact UNICEF in order to censurce co-operation.

The Conference

Noting the importance of the inclusion of vegetablcs and
fruit in the dicet and in supplementary fceding programs;

Recognizing that in many countries there is a local and/or
secasoral over-production of these foods, whilc othor sectors
in the same country are oxperiencing s shortage or an
absclutc scarcity of the same products, ’

Urges Momber Governmeonts:

1o to increcasc the production of fruit and vegctables both
generally and by the encouragement of scheol and community
gardens wherever possibles

ii. to study ways and mcans of improving storage, proc.ssing
and distribution facilitics of fruit and vcogetables, and

iii. %o soeck assistonce from FPAU and UNICEF whenoever necded
to carry out thesc programs.

The Confecrence

Considering that merketing facilitics such as food proccssing,

storage, transport and govornment trade rogulations related

to import-cxport liccnces and customs dutics are oftcen bottle~

nocks in the movement of food from abundant to deficiont areas,

Realizing that intcr-rogional distribution of foodstuffs could
make a roal contributiin to the Freedom—~from-Hunger Campaign,

Pecommends to Member Governments to give their utmost concern
and attention to thc local and recgional markoting facilitics
for whe proper distribution of food among thé countrics of
the ¥Middlce Tast,
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The Conference

Recognizing thet nutritional programs camnot be implemented
»Wlthout a proper nutrition organization in the country,

Reaffirms the recommendations made at the Fourth FAQ
Regional Conference with regard to the establishment and
strengthening of national nutrition committecs and insti-
tutes or departments to carry out their pProgramss

Requests Member Governmenis to give due consideration to
nutriticnal requirements in the planning of agricﬁltural
policies and programs, and the appointment of a nutritionist
to agricultural planning boards whenever possible.

7. Feeding of Industrial Workers

4

The guestion of canteens or subsidized meals for feeding workers
in industries is receiving increasing attention in the Regioh, but
very little information on this subject is available.

There is evidence that, even in economically highly developed
countries, workcrs may subsist on inadequatc diets for various
reasons, such as poor food habits, unavailability of the right
kind of foods, cconomic and other reasons.

Sometimes, the cstablishment of industrial canteens is a
necessity tecause of tho location of plants far away from the workers!
home or from other feeding facilitics, or because of continuous
working shifts. Under these circumstances and cven when those con-
ditions do not exist, provision of a good diet had becen shown to
pay in the long run, in terms of improvoed working efficiency, reduced
absenteeism and accidents, highcer worale and higher level of production.

It was agroed thas the development of colloctive feeding for
industrial workers offers important opportunitiecs for raising levels
of nutrition by: (a) improving the nutritive value of the mcals:
(b) instituting programs of cducation in nutrition; and (c¢) influencing
trends in the coansunption of various foods, including rclatively new
and valuable ones.

International bodies, such as PAO and ILO are paying morc and
mor¢ attention to this important problem. FAO has included the
subject in its program of work amd it will be discussed at the next
meeting of the FAO/WHO Joint Zxpert Committec on Nuitrition,

Of the Near Bast countries, there is considerable intcrest in

industrial feeding in the Ugyptian Rogion of the United Arab
Ropublic, where the costablishment of cantceens has recently been made
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compulsory in plants located at a distance of over 50 km. from a
town., In these canteens, subsidized meals were offered to workews.
with two thirds of the cost b01ng met by the cmployer.  The following
rosolution was approved:

The Conforence

Noting that while thore is very little specific knowledge

in the Region concorning industrial feeding practices and
the influence of dict and nutrition on thc health, working
capacity, incidencc of accidents, abscnteeism and tho
psychological state (industrial unxest)‘of workers, -there is
ample covidence to indicato the importance of nutrition in
the efficiency of the industrial worker and his productivity
and in vicw of the rocent ftrend to rapid industrialization
in the countrics of the Regiong

Recommends to.the Director-General to undertake in collabora-
tion with other intcrnational and Togional agoncics such as
TLO, the UN Burcau of Social Affairs, WHO and the Social
Affairs Division of the Arab League and with the govirnmonts
concerned, a survey of the facilitices now availeble for the
feeding of industrial workers in the countries of the Regiong

Urges Member Covernments to provide overy assistance for such
a survey and to consider follow-up action.,

8. Commodity Reporting and Analysis

The Confercnce suggested thot the subject of yrice fluctuations
in intcrnational markets be placed on the agenda for the next Near
Tast Regional Confercnce in oongldorlng the subject of commodity reporting
and analysis on thc basis of a statoment submitted by the delegation
of the United Arob Republic.

The Conference fclt that, in general, rcliiable information and
systematic analysis of commodity developments affccting individual
avrlcuttural commoditics or groups of commodities in specific countries

ould be of grecat help in long-term planning as well as day-to-day
decisions of govermment ofiicials, farmers and traders. In the long
run, the translation of the overall needs for increascd ogricultural
production, diversification of e¢xports and the reduced reliancc on
imports, into svocific national output and trade targets for differcent
products, rcquired an intimate knowledge of the commodity charactoris-
tics, situation and ocutlook at home and abroad. On a day~fto-day basis,
the assombly and specialized intcrpretation of currcent commodity in-
formation published in tho form of regular rovicws of the market
situa ulon and nutlook7 provided a firm factual basis on which policy
decisions could be taken at all levels
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The Conference recognized that commodity work, carried out in
FAD was of great value to governments but that, because of its world-
wide character, it could not entirely fill the gaps in commodity
information in individual countries,

The Conference was informed of the setting up of a commodity
analysis unit in the depariment of Tconomics and Statistics of the
United Arab Republic which has been preparings

(a) basic commodity research studies containing a valuable
analysis of major production factors and relationships
and a great deal of previously unpublished commodity
statistics, and

(b) regular reviews on %he current situation and outlook
for rice.

It was noted that the unit has proved %o be of great value to
all those concerned with development planning and various policy
decisions., Apart from its own merits, this commodity work has con-
tributed significantly towards the improvement of basic statistics
and other sconomic information by focusing attention on the important
deficiencies in the existing data and by suggesting priorities in
their improvement.

It was agreed that this experience was of great interest to all
governments of the Region and deserved furticr close consideration,
The following resolution was addpted:

The Conference

Considering that scund knowledge of the current commodity
situation, trehnds and outlook:; and the basic economic charac—
teristics of the individual commodity and inter-commodity
relationships on the world and national levels was essential
for all agricultural planning and policy making as well as

for day-to-day acticn by government departments and irndividuals
concerned with the production and trade, and

Considering that the lack of such knowledge contributed
towards vncertainty and instability of national commodity
markets,

Noting that the organization of systematic commodity analyscs
and rTescarch at a national level hes been successfully tricd
in some countriecs of the Region with thoe help of technlcal
assistance cxperts, and that such work can greatly contribute
towards the improvement of basic statistics and economic
information,

Recommends t6 the Dircctor-General that the subjects of
cominodity roporting and analysis as toeools for developmont
planning be placed on the agenda of thc next IPAO Regional
Conference for the Near Bast:

~ X - 7845



-'54...

Recommends to Member Governments:

E to give active consideration to the setting up of
national commodity analysis units within govermment
departments with the view to
{a) publishing regular commodity reviews and

current commeodity information;

(b) conducting studies of important export and
import commodities as a basis for policy deci-~
sions concerning national production and trade
targets for different products, and

(¢) providing the framework of permanent commodity
analysis services and of training facilities
in specialized commodity interpretation and
research methods, and

ii. to explorc the possibilities of utilizing the Technical
Asgistance Funds for the purpose of appointing a high
level commodity specialist to organize such a unit in
each country conccrned and guide it through the initial
poriod,

G Agrioultufai Information Services

The Conference realized the importance of agricultural informa-
tion, though there were divergent views as to a clcar demarcation line
between an Agricultural Information Service and an Ixtension Informa-
tion Bervice, and left it to the Member Governments to decide the
type and form of service most suited %o their own agricultural organi-
zational structure. It requested FPAC to assist in planning an
Agricultural Information program for Member Countries requiring such
assistance, and to supply suitable information media.

The value of FAC publications was recognized, the Conference
stressing that their use could be grecatly exvtended by translation
inte some other languages as well as the official languages, and
urged Fi0 to explore means with the assistance of the League of Arab
States or other agencics to achieve this end.

It was also suggested. that there should be greater co-operation
by Governments with the Rogional Office in extending the usc of its
information material such as films, slides, posters, pamphlcts, etc.
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The Regional Office was asked to review or summarize the most
important FAO documents and to issue to the countries.of the Region
such reviews or summaries in its popular and technical periodicals.

The Conference further stressed the importance of co-ordination of
information, especially in countries where departments of agricul-
ture, forestry, fisheries, animal resources, etc., came under different
ministries and were not serviced by an extension department located

in one ministry. It appreciated the importance of personal informa-
tion contacts at all levels.

The delegates noted with appreciation the work of the Regional
Office in servicing the countries of the Region, welcomed the estab-
lishment of the library at the Regional Office and promised to support
it by furnishing technical and other documents produced by Member
Governments or interest to FAO. The following resolutions were
approved:

The Conference

Noting the importance of agricultural information services,

Considerings

i. the importance of disseminating agricultural informa-
tion among farmers and the general public alike in
various forms and through the different media, such
as radio, press, lectures, documents, films, filmstrips
and posters:

ii. that the rural broadcasting provides a most effective
medium for such purpose, and

iii. the value of FAO information material in the languages
of the Recgion: : -

Recommends to the FAO Regional Office to strengthen its
information service by:

i. seeking means for the translation of relevant FAO
documents into morc languages than the FAO official
languages:

ii. translating FAO documents, etc., into Arabic jointly
with the League of Arab States or with other assistancej

iii. roviewing and summarizing FAO material in popular
documents, and

iv. acting as clcaring office to advise Member Countries on
new FAO literaturey
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Recommends to Member Governmentss

i. to declde for themsclves the most suitable information
and cxtension organization structure to suit their nceds;

ii. Yo strengthen and put to greater use rural hroadeasting
scrvices as an offective means of disseminating agri--
cultural informationy ' S

iii. to seek assistance. from FLO and other UN and bilateral
agencies for fellowships and training of personnel for
the development of more effective agricultural informa-~
tion progrzms in their countriess

iv. to exchange their puklications through. the Near Dast
Regional Office, and

v. to make better usc of the facilitices provided by the

srab States FPundamental Bducation Centre for training
in visual zids,

10, Policy Implications of Reports of Meetings and Survoys

(a) First Ncar Magt Regionel Meeting on Soil Classification and
Farvey, Beirut, November 1959,

The Conference cxomined all the recommendations formulated at
the above . meeting and gove full cndorsement to them. 'These rcecommenda~
tions covercd the following subjccetyg:

Recopmends to Member Governments:

i. to centralize all soll survey and classification work
into onc- unid;

ii. to usec eerial photos and acrial photo analysis for soil
survey and classification work:

iii. to preparc a map of the major soils of cach country, as
& basig for & FAO seil map of the Regiong

iv. to promote studies on soil ‘salinity and alkalinity for
use in roclamation of land:

V. to cstablish organiszations with full authority to promote
snil and watcr conservation, and

vi. to eatablish a permanent organizetion of soil scicntists in
the Begion:
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Recommends to the Director-General:

i. to publish a Soils Map of the Regiong

ii. to establish a working party on soil classification
and survey with biennial meetings;

iii. to review, abstract, and compile, appropriate literature
on cartographic procedures for preparation and publica—
tion of soils maps to promote uniformity in the Regiong

iv. to prepare a bibliography of soils publications in the
Region to promote co-ordination, correlation and
standardization of soils activities in the Regiony and

V. to study soil fertility requirements in the Region and

appoint a regional soil fertility specialist.

(b) Livestock and Meat Marketing Survey

The Conference welcomed the special FAO study of the possibility
of meeting the great and often unsatisfied demand for meat in major
consumption areas in the Near Fast from supplies available in surplus
countries in the Region and North ¥ast Africa, indicating the scope for
improvement in marketing arrangements. Of the agricultural commodities
which offered scope for expanded trade within the Region, one of those
with the greatest potential was livestock and meat. However, export
of livestock and meat from the main producing areas of the Region has
declined in recent ycars or remained stagnant. The Conference emphasized
the urgency of the problem in view of the sharp increase in demand in
the Region anticipated over the next decade. Attention was drawn to
the effect on trade of the necessary strict quarantine and veterinary
regulations and the need for animal disease control.

It was further noted that currency problems and other difficulties
to agree on mutually satisfactory terms of sale had in some cases led
to a reduction in trade and the hope was expresscd that these problems
would gradually be overcome. The Confercnce stressed the anomaly of
large surpluses in some of the producing countries and the great need
for good quality mecat in many of the consumption centrecs in the Region.
In this connection attention was drawn to the convention between members
of the Arab Leaguc which opened the way to the elimination of trade
restrictions between them.

The Conference recognized that the problems which now confronted
the expansion of inter-rugional trade in livestock and meat are complex
and that any long-term program should recognize that the provision of
effective incentives to producers and traders is essential to a quick
and cconomical solution. The Conference fully cndorsed the conclusions of
the survey and brought especially to the attention of Governments that:
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Governments in importing and exporting countries give
increased attention to the improvement of domestic and
sxternal marketing arrangemonts and practices for iive-
stock and meat and take the initiative in introducing
improvement through the compilation of basic and rcliable
date, through systematic investigations and research
aimed at modernizing prescent facilities and methods, and
¢stablish, whore appropriatc, bodies or organizations to
undertake such work:

Governments should give special attention to the capital
reguirements involved in the establishment of new and
modern facilities in the field of transport, processing,
storage and handling of livestock and meat. Where local
capital ig inadequate or unavailable the possgibility

of obtaining funds from international lending arnd fin-
ancing organizations or {from foreign sources when mutually
satisfactory arrangements arc feesible, should be explored
more actively:

iii.the training of tcchnical and administrative personnel

to undertake roscarch and vlsnning surveys, and to administer
and operate the necessary facilities is cssential and should
have high priority in any improvement program.

(¢) Near Zast Marketing Centre on Fruit and Vegetables, Cairo 1960

The Conference considercd the report of the Marketing Centre with
special reference to Fresh Truit and Vegetables, held in Cairo in
January-Fobrusry, 1960, and took spcecial note of the following policy
rocotnendationss

doe

ii.

iii.
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that Governmenis of the Region make a systematic survey of
the transport developments needed fto facilitate the
marketing of egricultural perishables and that they might
rcguest the help from FAC and the United Nations as needod;

that special attention . be given to the establishment of
more c¢ifective market information collection, analysis and
disseminetion systems and to the recruitment and training
of personncl needed to operate thom;

that detailed surveys on marketing be undertaken in the
countries of thc Region, with a view to a more complete
agsembly of information on agricultural markcting for
further analysis in a comparable meeting of rcgional
specialists and that FAO be requested to give all the
nccessary assistance in the execution of such surveyss
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iv, that special departments for agricultural marketing should
be established with the necessary gqualified staff to carry.
out surveys which should be followed up by research on
vrgent problems and the introduction of useful lines of
development. Such departments would also offer general
advice to Governments on matters affecting the marketing
of agricultural produce and in some cases carry out in-
vestigations to assess the possibilities of expanding
foreign trade, and

Ve that FAO proceed in consultation with the Governments of
the Reglon to finalize arrangements for the establishment
of the permanent markcting and training institute as recommended
by the Fourth FAO RBegional Conference in the Near Rast,

The Confercnce considered that the implementation of the recommenda-
tions of the Marketing Centre would greatly benefit all countries in
the Region. Modern methods for the packing, storage, refrigoration and
transport of perishablcs are mostly lacking in the Region, and onc of
the economic challenges facing countries in the Rogion is the introduction
of up-to-date and cfficicnt marketing methods and procedurcs. The
Conference laid special stress on the need for marketing training and
research on the national as well as the regiomal levcl. The Conference
was informcd about the developments with respect to the permanent
marketing training and rescarch institute wiich the Government of
Lebanon had offercd 4o host. The plan for the Institute had boen worked
out in some detail and Governments in the Region had been informed about
it.

The Conference emphasized the need for such an Institutc and for
activce support of several Governments to justify the cstablishment of
this projcct. The following resolution was approveds

The Confercnce

Congsidering the crucial importance of agricultural marketing
and distribution in rcducing the cost of food to consumcrs
and raising producers' incomes,

Endorses the report of the Markcting Centre held in Cairo in

s dode.

1960, and

Recommends to Member Governments:

i to follow up this Cuntre by the convening of periodical
national training courses, for cxample as has boen done
in Iran, to provide practical instruction in improved
narketing methods and practices to producers, merchants
and Government porsonncl, and

ii. that in view of the urgent nced for a permanent marketing
training and rescarch Institute in the Region, this project
bo submittcd to the UN Special Fund and that the Governments
in the Region indicatec at their earlicst convenience their
support and participationg
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Requests the Dirsctor-General:s

i to consider undertaking further rcgional marketing.
surveys along the lines of <he livestock and meat
marketing survey and that special atiention be given
to a study on existing rcefrigeration and transport
facilitics to avoid current waste of pcrishable agri-
cultural commoditics, and

ii. to consider calling a tochnical moceting on marketing
in the Region to study and analysc the results of
these surveys and to decide upon profitable lines of
action.

(d) Tcchnical Mceting on Co-opcratives in the Neoxr Bast, October 1959

The Confercnce noted the policy rocommendations of this meoting
and called upon the Leaguc of Arcb States to initiatc, as scon as
practicable, the follow—up roguired for thoe implementation of the
recommendation of the meeting which roferrcd to the organization of
a regional co-operative union., Such an organization would act ag a
clearing house for the exchange of information, uxpericnce, leader-
ship and guidance in the field of co-oporatives., When such foilow-up
action was begun by thce Loague of Arab States it was understood that
both FAQ and ILO would be informed and consulted.

The meeting report, which was before the Conforence, requested
that further technical information be provided by FAC on tho subjeoct
of supecrviscd credit as successfully carried out in othor arcas of the
world. The delcgation of Lebanon requested that & pilot project in
superviged credit through co-opcratives be iniitiatced by FAC in the
Region and offcred their country as a possible location for this pilot
project.

CONCLUDING ITEMS

uture Orientation of FAO's Work in the Region

This subjcct was introduced by the Director-Geoneral's Regional
Representative who outlined the situation with rofercnce to the Regular
Program, ETAP, UN Special Fund, and other possiblc avchuecs of assis~
tance in - technical and cconomic development of the Region.

The Regional Representative commented on all ampects of the
Agenda and in summarizing the conclusions and major rccommendations
of the Confercnce, indicated that with the prosent budgetary provisions
of the Rogular and Technical Assistance Programs, only a fow of the
requestes for further action in the Region could be met.
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Iven with an increcase in the budgets it wad not likely that all
requests could be met and prioritics would have to be cstablished. In
this regard the Forward Appraisal, approved in principle by the Tenth

FAO Conforence, would be taken into account., On the other hand, the
UN Special Fund undoubtedly offcrcd opportunitics to carry out thosc
projects which fcell within its turms of reforence.

The rapid development of the co—operation boiween the countries in
the Region in secking a solution to many common problems in agricultural
development will meke for more cfficient use of the limited personnel
and finances availablo, and the Organizaticn will give cvery assistance
possible in developing such projects and, in particular, in assisting
countrics to proparc submissions to the Speecial Fund.

The Regional Reproscntative cxpresscd apprceciation of the respense
of the countrics in the Region to the Froedom—-from~Hunger Campaign and
felt confident that with the action provoscd by the Governmenis in the
Region, groat progress would be made towards fulfilment of the idcals
and objectives of the Campaign.

In the discussion which followed the Regional Ropr“sontﬂtivc s
statement, various mattcrs were rglscd in relation to futurce work
the chlon ag followss

(a) Strengthoning of the Regicnal Offices the Confercnce
considered that & great dial more assistance could be
given to the Region if the staff of the Regional Office
were strengthencd and morc funds were made available for
travel to a2llow the Regional staff more frequent visits
of longer duration in cach country.

(v) Climatc Investigetions: the Conference requested that FAO
should give consideration to work on factors which might
improvc the climete in the Region; such as artificial
rain-making. ’

(¢) Regional Institutos, Training Centres and Scminarss it
was rccommendced that in the planning of the establishment
of regional institutes, scminars and training contres, and
in the rolovant proposals submitted to the UN Special Fund,
the need for cquiteble distribution of such institutions
between the countrics of the Region should be kept in mind,
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TIT. SUMMARY OF RISOLUTIONS APPROVID BY THE CONFERENCE

(a) Resolutions Recommending Action by Governments:
' l Page

On Agricultural Plans and Planning: %o implement recommenda-

tions of the general report on Agricultural Development Planne

ing methods: to broaden programming and undertake organiza-

tional activities in pudlic administration, organization, agri-
cultural research, agricultural extension, credltg marketing

and fraining p srsormol . 17-18

On Mcditerrancan Development Projest: to establish 'Spearhead’
rongs; Lo eostablish regional development projectsy to pro-
parc for a Mcditerrancan Confercence in 1961, T 19

On Horticultural Dovelopments to increasc production of fruit
and voegetablesy %o establish community gardons.. 24

On Problems in Form Deveclopment under Dry and Irrigatcd
Conditions: to give incrceased attention to farm planning,

proper land utilivation and improved production practices

under irrigation and dry farming., 27

Un The Development of tho Livestock Indugtry: on Animal

Production and Health to donsideor tHS ¢stablishmont of a

Noar fast Animal Husbandry Insiitute ineluding a climatolo-

gicel centre and a milk and food processing by-products units

to strengthen voterinary scrvices and to report outbrosks of
infectious diseases: to conbtrol imports and cxports of

livestock and livestock products: to improve land usc eand

range management practicoes. 29-31

On Status of the IMisheries Industry: to improve statistical
information on fishcrics administrative scrvices: to exchange
information facilitics and persouncl among Member Governments, 33-34

On Status of Forestry and Torest Industrics:.  to take steps

to conscrve and develop forostry resourcesy to take ad~
vantage of facilitics of the Near Iast Porcst Rangers School

at Lettakiay to improve training facilities for forestry: to
take advantage of aveilable training facilitics irn Pakistan. 35

On Precdom—from-Hungcr Campaign: to cstablish national

Cwmpalgn commpittoesy to sharc general campaign cxpenscs; to
formulatc national progrems; to translate the Freodom—from-—
Hunger Campeign into the langusge of Membur Countrics: ‘o

issue special postage stamps. 38
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Page

On World fAgricultural Census: to participate in 1960 World

Census of Agriculture; to utilisze the central tabulation

centre in the Egyptian region of the U.A.R. for training of
national technicians. 39-41

On Increase in Production by the Use of Fertilizers: to
form National Fertilizer. Advisory Groups. . 45

On Promotion of Food Consumption Surveys: to orgenize food,
consumption surveys: to compilc food balance sheets. 46-47

On Devclopment of Local Foods for Supplementary Feeding

Programss: to develop and extend supplementary fecding

programs; to explore and develop potential local sources

of foods for supplementary feeding programs: to establish

school and community gardensy; to improve storage, processing,
distribution and marketing facilities; to give consideration

to nutritional requirements in-planning of agricultural

policies and programs. 49-51

On Feeding of Industrial Workerss +to provide assistance for
a survey of facilitics available for feeding industrial
workers. 52

On Commodity fnalysis: to sct up national commodity analysis
units;  to seck assistance in organizing commodity units. 53-54

On Agricultural Information Scrvices: 1o make better use of

radio in disseminating agricultural information: to seek

assistance in training personnel: Yo cexchange publications

and utilize the facilities of ASFEC. 55-56

On Soil Classification and Survey: to centralize all soil

survey and classification work in one unit; +to usc acrial

photos and acrial photo analysis for soil survey and classifi-
cation work: to precparc a map of the major soils of cach

country as a basis for a FAO soil map of the Regiony to

promotc studies on soil salinity and alkalinity for usc in
reclamation of land: +to establish organizations with full

authority to promotc soil and water conservation; to

cstablish a permanent organizatiocn of soil scicntists in the

Region. ‘ 56=-5T

On the PAO Livestock and Meat Marketing Survey: to give

attenticn to improvement of domestic and external marketing
arrangements, including modernizing facilities and methods

of processing; to improve transport, storage and handling

of livestock and meat and training necessary personncl. 58
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Page

On The FAO Near Fast Marketing Centre on Fruit and

Vegetabless 1o convone periodic national training courses

for marketing and to provide practical instruction in-

improved marketing mothods and practices to produccr%,

merchants and Government personnel. 58-59

(v) Resolutions Recommonding Aetion by the Dirsgtor-Goneral

On igricaltural Plans and Plannings to cxplore possibilitics

for cxchange of informetion =ud experience umong Governmentss

to explore possibilities of using facilities of National

Planning Institute in U.L.R.; to assist Govornments with
economic studies: 1o organize curriculum at proposed FAO
Rogional Training Centze in agricultural development planning

to ineclude considcration. of special problems in agricultural -
planning discusscd ot the Rogional Conference. 18

On Moditerrancan Dovelopment FProjeet: +to cestablish a
regional rescarch institute to study problems of arid and
semi-arid zones, 19

On Co~ordinated Approach to Rurizl Improvement: to undertake

study of presont situation and probleoms:s to call toechnical
mecting on problems in rural improvement: +to consider estab-
lishing & tochnienl Working party. 21

On_World Scod Improvement Program: to publish lists of
important crop varicties, 22

On Wheat and Barley Proyuct to inelude Hthiopia and Sudan
in the Froject: to implement rccommendations of consultanis
rogarding thoe Projectt to have a coreal technologist attached

to the Projeet: to uxpand work on rust control and epidem-

iology. 23
On Horticultural Devclopment: +to convene a tcchnical mecting

on fruit and vegetables: to establish a study group on

potato seed production: to organize seminars on cxpansion

of olive and pistachio.. 24

On Problems in Farm Development under Dry and Irrigated

Condltlon"° to gstablish a working party on farm planning. 27
On The Development of the Livestock Industricss to assist

Member Ccuntries to ascértain typcs of units gnd their

location required in a regional Animal Husbandry Institutes

to appoint a vetincrian for the Near last Regional Office:

to call a meeting of the FAO/OIE Committee of the Near Bast
working porty on dnimal Production and Health in 1961: to

obtain cmergency funds for control of .frican Horsc Sicknesss

to furnish technical assistenco iii botany, ecology and

pasture improvement, 30-31
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Page
On The Pisherics Industry in the Begion:  to convenc a
regicnal meeting on Fisherics for the Near Bast: to
cenvene a training centre on fish culture and inland
fisherics management. 33-34

On World fgriculiural Census: to establish a training

ccnire on data processing methods; to study census plans

and methods of Mcmber Countrics and assist in solving

special problems end ir promotion of full participation in

future census programs; ‘o investigatc the possibility of
appointing consus cxperts for this study. 40-41

On Devclopment of Current Agricultural Statistics: to

publish rogularly a compendium to its periodic statistical
publications; 1o organizc a Regional Training Centrce of
agricultural prices and income statistics and a training

centre and seminar on livestock and livestock products to
statisticss 1o appoint a Biometrician to the Near Tast

Regional Office; 1o estedlish a Near DZast Rcgional Training

and Rescarch Institute in jgricultural Statisticsy to draw
attention of the UN Special Fund to the importance of the
development of Jlgricultural Statistics, 42-44

On The Incrcasc in Preoduction by the Use of Fertilizors:
to egtablish a Neer Sast Fertilizer Working Party. 45

On Tromotion of Food Consumption Surveyss to organizoe
Regional or 3ub-Regional Training Centres Tor Food Consump~—
tion Surveys. 47

Orn. Supplomentary Feeding Programs: 1o arrangc a Seminar of
Supplementary Feeding in associaticn with UNICET and WVHO: to

give assistance on surveys or pilot studics and production,
sultability or acceptability of nww or little-usced protein

rich foodstuffs for supplementary feeding with possiblc co-
operation from UNICER, 50

Tt

On Fecding of Industrial Workers: +to undertake a survey of
Tacilities now aveilable for feeding industrial workers in
collavoration with such agencies as ILO, UN Bureay of Soclal
Affairs, WHO and the Docial Affairs Division of the Arab

League. 52

On Commodity Reporting and Analysis: to put commodity
reporting and analysis on agenda for next Conference. 53
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On Soil Classification and Survey: to publish a Soils

Map of the Region; to review,abstract; and compile, appro-
priate literature on cartographic procedures for prepara-
tion and publication of soils maps to promote uniformity

in the Region: 1o prepare a bibliography of soils publi-
cations in the Region to promote co-ordination, correlation
and standardization of soils activities in the Region: -to-
establish a working party on soil classification and survey
with biecenial meetings: to study soil fertility require-
ments in the Region and appoint a regional soil fertility
specialist.

On Near Fast Marketing Centre on Fruit and Vegetables: to
undertake regional marketing surveys with special attention
to available refrigeration and transport facilities; to
convene a technical meeting on marketing: 1o assist Govern—
ments in preparing Spccial Fund Project for a marketing,
training and research institute for the Region.
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ANNEX T

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Delegations of Member Governments

LPGHANT STAN
Hoad of delegations

Mohamod Nacer Kechawars
Pregident of Animal Production and Vetcrinary Sorvices
Ministry of ifgriculture, Kabul

Delegates:

Pazil Rahim Momand
Director of Planning and Statistics
Ministry of Agriculturc, Kabul

Mohamed Ehsan Rafik
Dircetour Général dc Vulgarisation et de Publicité
¢t Directeur Géndral dc Production Végetale
Hinistdre do 1'Agriculture, Kabul

ETHIOPTA
Head of delegations

Pascal Woldemariam
Acting Director-General, lconomic and Technical

Agsistance Division
Ministry of .Jgriculiure, iddis Ababa

Delegate:
Mezmur Yoheycs
Lcting Dircctor-General, Division of Iiconomics
and Statistics
Ministry of Jgriculture, Lddis ibaba
FRANCE
Dologates
Raymond Lignon
Dirccteur de la Mission de Coopcration Technique

Agricolc dans le Proche-Oricnt
tmbassade de France, Beirut
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IRAN
Head of delegation:

Gholam Abbass Davatchi
Professor, University of Tcheran
Chairman of thce Iranian PAD National Committec
Teheran ‘ ' '

Delegatos:

M s ;ALI' Shadi
Director of Veterinary Department
Ministry of lLgriculture, Tehoran

Sadegh Ahi
Assistant Director, Division of dgriculture
Plan Orgenization,; Teheran

Manoutchehr Ayazi
Dircctor of Agriculitural #Engincering Department
Ministry of igriculturc, Teheran

Mohamed Ali Badri
Chief of Administration and Statistics
Ministry of lgriculture, Tchcran

Gholam~Ali Banan
Dircetor of Plant Science Department
Ministry of iAgriculture, Tcheran

Mohamed Daftari
Directeur Lxdcutif du Comité National de 1'UNICEHEE
Tcheran

Hogsein PFarhadian
Menaging Dircetor, Animal Husbandry Department
Bongah Damparvari, Teheran

M,B. Gholizadch
Deputy-Director of Irrigation
Ministry of Agriculture, Tehuran

Ahmad Jalali
Director of lLgricultural DLconomic Department
Ministry of igriculture, Tcheran

H. Hedayat

Dircctor of Nutrition
Ministry of Health, Tehcran
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IRAN  (cont'd)

M. Kawch
issistant-Director, Razi Institute
Tehcran

Hosscin Gholi Xhadivi

Dircctor-General of Institute for Plant and Sccd Improvement
Ministry of Agriculturc, Tcheran ’

411 Khadjeh Nouri
Dirceteur-Général dos Foréts
Organisation docs Foréts, Teheran

Manouchchr Marcfat
Acting Dircctor, Iranian Extcension Services
Ministry of .griculturc, Tcheran

Houshang Mossacd
Chicf of tho Co-operatives Department
Lgricultural Bank, Tcheran

Aeonse Nowrad
Chief of the Survey and Statistical Division
Lgricultural Bank, Tcheran

Husscein Amir Parvis
Dirccitor-~General

Ministry of .griculturc, Tchcran

Hassan Sacbi ,
Dircecteur-Technique de 1'Organisation Forcsticre
dc 1'Iran, Téhéran

Hosscin Ali Sheybani

Dircctor of igronomic Rcscarch
Ministry of lgriculturc, Tchera

IRAQ
Hecad of delecgations
Abdul Razzak Hassan
Veterinary Inspcctor-Gencral
Ministry of igriculturc, Baghdad
Delegates:
Abdul~-Hadi Ismeil Ghani
Dircetor-Genoral

Agricultural Rescarch and Projects
Ministry of Agriculturc, Baghdad
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TRAQ (con“t ! d)
Mahmud Hasan Juma
Director-General, Flanning Committee
Ministry of igriculture, Baghdad
Mohamed Abdul Hekim Amin
Rural Projoect
Ministry of Social iffairs, Baghdad
JORDAN
Delegate:
Negib Giha
Consceiller de 1'.mbassade d¢ Jordanie
Tehcran
LIEBANON
Head of dclegations
Halim Najjar
Dircetor-Goneral of .griculturc
Hinistry of Agriculture, Beirut
Delogato:
Adel Cortas
Eead of Co-oporatives and lgricultural Iconomics Department
Ministry of lAgriculture, Beirut
LIBYA
Head of dclegation:
Hamed Il-Jawhary
Assistant-Dircctor of .Jgriculture
Hinistry of National lconomy, Tripoli
Delogates
Mohamed Fl-Gowciri

Second Scecretary of the Libyan Imbassy
Turkey

- K -~ 7645



- T -

PAKISTAN
Heoad of delegation:

M. Yamin Qureshi
Deputy Secretary to the Govermment of Pakistan
hinistry of Food and ..griculture, Karachi

Delegate:

Magsood Khan
Commercial Secrctary
Pakistan Imbassy, Toehcran

SUDAN
Head of delegations

Mohamcd Ali Miheimicd
Deputy Director
Kinistry of hAnimal Resourcces, Khartoum

Il-Hadi E1 Nagar M.
Ministry of Hcalth, Khartoum

Haggan Mutwaxil
Assigstant Dircctor of sgriculture
Ministry of .griculture, Xhartoum

UNITZD ARALB REPUBLIC
Head of declegations

Aoedi. Moursi
Lgsistant Under-Scorctary of State
Control Hinistry of Lgriculture and lgrarian Reform
Cairo (Bgyptizn Region)

Delegates:

3. Barrada
Dircctor, .nimal Fhysiology, Animal Froduction Department
Finistry of .griculturc
Cairo (Lgyptizn Region)
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UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC (cont'c)

5. 1 Shayyal
Speceialist, .gricultural Zconomics and Statistics Dept.
Hinistry of Agriculturc
Cairo (Bgyptian Region) -

3. Hagras
Dircctor~General, JAgrarian Reform
Kinistry of Agrarian Bcform
Cairo (fgyptian Rogion)

414 Hassan
Chief, Mcdical Roscarch Department
Netional Rescarch Centre
Cairo (Bgyptian Rogion)

Jamil Mualla
Undcr-Seerctary, Ministry of Agriculturc
Damascus (Syrian Rogion)

Ao Rassem
Chief, Internaticnal Orgenization Branch
Poreign Holations Division
Central Ministry of Lgriculturc
Cairo (Hgyptian Region)

UNITTD KINGDCH
Delegates
Zygmunt Horn
Acting Dircctor of dgriculture
Aden
Declegato:

M. Pahmy Lehota
sgricultural Ldviscr

Loague of Arab States

Cairo (Ggyptian Region)

W
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Observers

Observers of Other Member Governments

GREECE

Bagil G. MMoussouros
Director of Dxtension Service
¥Ministry of Agriculture, Athens

ITALY

Plinio Magzarini
Commercial Attaché
Ttalian Embassy, Teheran

MORQCCO

Abdelaziz Bennani
Consciller & 1'Ambassade du Maroc
Rome, Italy

UNITED STATHES OF AMERICA

William R. Hatch
Agricultural sttache

United States IEmbassy, Teheran
Jonn Patrick Mulllgan

Second Secrouary -
United States Embassy, Tcheran

Permanent Cbscrver

HOLY SEER

Pormanent Observer of the Holy Hee
Manoutchohr Soleimanipour
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United Hations Organizations

UNITED NATICONS
Thonas ¥, Power
UNTAB Resident Reproscentative, Tcheran
11O
H. Naficy
Under-Secretary of the Ministry of iducation, Tcheran
and Corrcspondent of ILO in Iran
L. Behnam
Deputy Correspondent of TLO in Iran
UNICER
Otto Lohner
UNICEF Representative, Tehcran
WHO
Tigani E1 Mahi

Regional Adviser, Mental Health
Aloxarndria, United Arab Republic

Hon—-Governmental Organizations

LEAGUT OF ARAB STATIES
M. Fahmy Leheta

LAgricul tural Sdviser
Cairo (Fgyptian Rogion)

Food and Agriculture Qrganization of the United Nations

B.R. Sen
Dircctor~General

i~ R, Sidky
Rogional Reprosentative; MNORO
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K,C. ibercrombie
Chief, Near fast and ifrica Section
Beconomic sAnalysis Division,

Z. Behravesh
Technical Officer

Rural Instituticns and Services Division

Honry Beresford-Peirsc
Deputy Tircctor
Forestry and Forest Products Division

Miss J. Campbell

Personal Assistant to the Dirscter-Cencral

Miss I, Doss
Regicnal Nutritien and Home Lconomics

3,7. FParouky
Regional “ercultural Adviser, NIRC

T,J. Job
Regional Misheries Officcr, NLRO

J.H. Hammad
Regional Information Adviser, N.RO

J.B. Harrington
Regional Consultant
'heat and Barley Project

. Hartmans
Technical Officer
Tcehnical Department

5.7, Khamis
?eglxnal Statistician, NIZRO and
Technical Cfficer, Statistics Division

{,¥.1L. Kesteven

WERO

Director, Animal Production and Health Division

H.L. Louwes
Regional Markcting Officer, NRO

af

4.0, Fustafla
PAO Represcentative in lran, Teheran

¥.H. Owdekoven
Regional For.stry Officer, NWRO
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J.B. O'YMcara
Co~operatives Spceialist
Rural Institutions and Scrvices Division

0.T. Osgood
Land Use¢ and Farm ianagement
BTAP Expert, Iran

J,G. Piquer
Regional Horticulturist, NiZRO

P.K. Ray
Program fnalyst
Program and Budgctary Service

N.R. Rcid
Chief, Scction of Tropical Vetcrinary Medicine
Animal Production and Health Division

L. Daco
Chicf, Regional inalysis Branch
Feconomic Jnalysis Division

L. Stenstrom
Techniecal Officer
Land and Watcr Use Division

Lo Bzarf
Acting Chief
Currcnt Roports Scction
Commoditics Division
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ANNEX IT

OFFICERS OF THE CONFERZENCE

Chairman

Gholam Abhass Davatchi

Vice-Chairmoen

Mohamcd Naccr Kechawarsz
Pascel Woldemariam
Raymond Lignon

Abdul Raszzak Hessan
Negib Giha

Hamcd Al~Jawhary

M. Yamin Quroshi
Mohamed Ali Miheimiced
A.h. Moursi

Z., Horn

M,F, Leheta

General Secorctary

Burnell G. YWest

Lasistant Sceretary

Khalid Abed

Liaison Officer

Hosscin 211 Sheybani

Conference Officer

Mrs. 2. Samii
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Iran

Afghanistan
Ethiopia
France

Iraq

Jordan

Libya
Pakistan

Sudan

United Arab Republic
United Kingdom
Yemen

Liaison 0Officcr for
the Neer nast

Regional Agricultural
Geonomist, NERO

Tran

Tran












