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I. INTRODUCTIOHN

Organization of the Conference

1, The Sixth FAC Regional Confercnce was held in Lebanon from 30 July
to 8 August 1962, at Tel Amara Agriculiural Research Station.

2. The Conferecnce was atiended by Delegations from the following countries:
APGHANTSTAN PAKISTAN
TRAW SAUDI ARABIA
JORDAI SUDAN
KUWATT SYRTAN ARAD REPUBLIC
LEBANON UNITED ARAB REPURLIC
LIBYA YiEMEN
FRANCE (representing French UNITSD KINGDOM (representing Aden, Bahrain,
Somaliland) Muscat and Oman, Trucial
Oman )
3, The following countries were ropresented by observers:
DENMARK

NETHLRTLANDS
URITED STATES OF AMBRICA

4o The Permanent Observer of the Holy Sece and representatives from the
following Organigations were present:

GAGUE CP ARAB STATES UNESCO
UNITED NATTIONS ‘ UNICER
UNTAB SPECIAL ¥FUND UNRWA
WiHo
Da A list of participants in attendeance is given in Appendix A to this

Report. Conferecnce officers are given in Appendix B.

6 The Director-General opened the Conforence by expressing the apprcciation
of TAO at being able to hold the Sixth Regiomal Conference in Lebanon, a country
which had played an important role in FAO's work, and had already been the scene
not only of a previous Regional Confercnce, but also of many technical meetings

and working partics,

Te Mr. Joseph Scaff, Minister of Agriculiure for Lebenon,; then said that

he had great pleasure in welcoming the Jdelegates to the Conference on behalf

of the President of the Republic, His BExccllency, Mx. Fouad Chehab. He traced
briefly the rapid growth of FAO in recent years under the leadership of Dr, Sen,
and noted that TAQ activities, though as always bascd on the Regular Program,
were becoming more and more operational in character with the growth of '
Technical Assistance, Svecial Fund, Frecdom—from-Hunger Campaign, and so on.
This change in character permitted FAO to play an increasing part in promoting
the dovelopment of the agriculture of Member Countrics. The Minister thanked
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FAO particularly for the various kinds of assistance given in connection with
recent Lebancse plans and projects for agricultural devclopment. He continued
that, because of the conjunction of the U.N. Development Decade - 1960-~1970 -
with the climax of the Freedom-from-Hunger Campaign, the influence -of this
Confercnce on the preoparation of the’ next Program of Work and Budget for FAO
would have a considerable importance. The Minister exprosscd the conviction
that all delegations would work together to this cnd in a spirit of solidarity
and goodwill, ’

8. Dr. AR, Sidky, FAO Regional Roprescntative in the Near Bast, extonded
the grateful thanks of FAOC to the Minister of Agriculturc for his warm welcome
and for the support he had given to the Confercnce. He pointed out that the
Regional Confercnce offered the opportunity to apply at a recgional level the
principlcs of international co~operation which were now being roccognized as
instrumental in promoting human well-~being. The Near Jast Region had alrcady
been the scene of a number of regional projeccts, such as the Mediterranecan
Development Project, the Wheat and Barley Improvement Project, the Locust
Project, and the Animal Health Institutc. Thesc showed what could be achicved
on a recgional basis, and the importance attachcd to the Confercnce by the ‘
Governmonts, as indicated by the composition of their delegations, augured well
for further action at this lovel,

9. Following the inaugural ceremony, His Excollency Mr, Joseph Scaff,
Minister of Agriculturc for Lebanon, was clectcd Chairman. The Heoads of
Delegations werc thon clocted Vice—Chairmen as followss

Afghanistan Nour Ali
France Michel Cépdde
Iran Mehdi Khazenl Moghadam
Jordan H.B. Qasim Rimawi
Kuwait Khalil #id
Libya Munir A. Baaba
"Pakistan - v Mohammed Khurshid
Saudi Arabia : H.B. Shoikh Abdulrahman Bon Al-Shcikh
Sudan Husscin Sharfi
Syrian Arab Republic H,8. Abdel-Wahab Akkad
Unitced Arab Republic “Abdel-Aziz Husscin
United Kingdom John C. Dyroc
Yemen Farouk Mikaty

10, The following agenda was adoptods

A. INTRODUCTORY ITiMS

1% Opening of the Conferonce ‘
2. Ilection of Chairman and Vice—Chairmen
3. Adoption of the Agenda

B. THE WORK OF FAO INlTHE NEAR BAST AND THR® FOCD AND AGRICULTURAL
SITUATION

4. Introductory Statoment by the Dircctor-~Gencral

5. Rovicw of the Food and Agricultural Situation in the Region.
Statocments by Delogates
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C. GILERAL POLICY QHJSTEONS O PCOD AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN

“THE RUEGION

6'

9.

10,

Planncd Agricultural Development in the Rogion

(a) Review of Progress Madc in Formulation and Implementation
of Plans Bince the last Regional Confercence

(b) Hoditerranean Developmont Project ~ Drogress of
Follow-up Action

(c) Improving the Statistical Basis for Agricultural Plamning
i. Worlc Census of Agriculture
ii: Standerdization ané Co—ordination of Agriculfura'
Statistics
(d) Commodity Questions

ie Commodity Reporting and Analysis as Tools for
Development Planning

ii. Prospects for Internaiional Trade in Agriculiural
Products of Ianteroest to the Region

(e) Bffective Use of BExternal Assistance

i. Technical Co~operation FPrograms

ii. World Food Program
Integratod Development and Use of Land and Water Resources
Crop Production

(a) The Special iole of Horticultural Crops

\ £ I R T s - y Y
(b) Currcnt Development of Sciccted Crops such as Wheat,
Barley, and Grein Legumes, ctc.

Some Freblems in the Formulation and Implementation of
Fishory Policies in the Reglon

Movement of Agricultural Products from Production to
Consumption

(a) Processing and Prescrvation
(b) HMarketing, including Storage and Transportation

The Rolic of Agricultural HEducation and Training, Research and
Extension in Relation to Agricultural Development

Agricultural Information
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D; SPRCIFIC FAQ ACTIVITIHNS IN THE NUAR BAST NOT TRALT WITH NLIEWHLGLRE,
" WHICH REQUIRE CONFIR'NCE GUIDANCS OR GOVIRIMENT ACTION

13. Roport cf Action teken on RecommendatZons of the Fifth
Regional Conference for the Near bas

14, Increased Usc of Fertiliszers

(2) Iiveds and Problems of Supply

(b) Progress Report on the Tertilizer Frogram
15,  Animal Production and Health

(a) Present Status of Animal Health in the Region

(b) Animal Production including Research and the Pogsibility
of Tetablishing a Regional Institute

16, Policy Implications of Reports of Meotings

(a) Heoar Zast Forcstry Commission

Y

(b) Hear Bast Muoting on Food Consumption Survey

(¢) Near Dust Hocthi

1 on Plant Protection

[

B. CONGLUDING TTFS
17. The IMature Orientation of FAO's Work in‘the Region
18. Adoptisn of the Report

4 drafting comnitice was appointed Tor the final report from the

delegations of Lebanon, Jordan, Libya, Pakistan, Sudan, the Syrian ArabuRépublic,
and the United Arab Repuvblic. A lict of Vorking Papers for this Conforence
ig given in Appsndiz © to this leport.

Cloging Session of the Cenforonce

12'

1t

At its cleging Sossicn the Conference odopted the toxt of the Report

in its present form.

13.

‘

Dr. AR, Sidky, Regional Roproesentadive of the Dircector-~Gencrsl for the

E

Near Tast Region, thanked the dolegates on behali of the Organizabtion. for

taeir active poriicipation anc

for
for
the

14.
and
and

oxprossea als anryreciation to the Chairman
his skillful handling of + Confercnce, and to the Government of lLebanon
the kind hospliality and for the splendid facilitics made available to
Confercnce.

The Chairman thanked the delegates and observers Tor their attendance
for their valuable contribution to the discussion, and the Dircctor~General
the FAC Sccrotariat for their careful preparation for the Confercnco.
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15. The Head of the delegation from the Syrian Arab Republic, on behalf of
all the delegations,; expressed his appreciation of the work performed by the
Chairman, the Director-General, the FAO Secretariat and the drafting committee,
and thanked the Government of Lebanon for the excellent arrangements and
facilities made available for the Conference. This was seconded by the heads
of many delegations, '



-6 -

II. SUZMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

THI; WORK OF FAC TN THE NBAR TAST AND THE FOOD
AND AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

Te Statoment by the Dircctor-Ueneral
16, The Divector-General reminded delegates that they wore assombliced to

discuss and offer advice on problems affeccting the wholc ficld of agricultural
development, and conscguently the economic progress of the Near Hast Regilon.
Countries would be ablc to bencfit by the expericnce of other countrics which
are faced with common problems, while FAC would benefit from guldance as to
the mamner in which 1t could best scrve the nceds of the whole regilone

17. Amongst the most serious obstacles To cconomic devolopment and the
improvement of general well-boing in the region was the fact that the
agricultural sector in most of the countries had beon going through a
difficult period in spite of the strenuous efforts made by governments to
bring about improvements. Not only had total agriculiural production been

-

stagnant, but food production in particular had lagged while population had
increascd at an accolerated rate. In addition, carnings from agricultural
exports, on which ceconomic development in the Near Hast, except in oil=-
producing countrics, depends, had heen most disappointing. Recent signs of
improvement in production due to abundant and well-distributed rainfall in
most parts of the rogion only served to emphasize the crucial dependonce of
the agriculture of the region on timely rainfsll. This highlighted the
importance of the conscrvation of moisturce and the integrated development and
uge of land and wator reosources,

18. The Dircctor-~Goneral continucd that in his opinion the issucs were of
such magnitude and complexity that only the adoption of radical measurcs could
hope to solve them. It might be necessary, among othors, to attempt a modification
of the cconomic and social structure; to change the system of land tenures to
transform the outworn pattorn of foroign trade and the intornal production
structure; to set aright gross incqualitics in income distribution; to *rain

the broad masses in tochnical skills; and to promote social security and give
special encouragement to individual initiative. In short, each country in the
region would have to formulate a clear and well-defined development program,
taking into account both immediate and long~term nceds and giving a prominent
place to agriculturc to enablc it to contribute effectively to cconomic growlh.
Barlier rcgicnal conferunces had devoted attention to this important question of
planning, and many couatrics now had sufficicent cxpericnce to permit a useful
exchange of ideas on sclected aspects of planncd agricultural and oconomic
development in the rogion.

19. The Dircctor-Gencral reported that it had been possible to hold, in

Cairo, in March and April of 1962, the Regional Training Centrc on Agricultural
Development Planning that was requested by the two provious rogional conferonccs.
The proposal that PAO should set up & Near Hast Commission on Agriculiural
Planning, was a dircet outcome of this Training Centre.
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20. Comprehensive planning in all its phases rcauired equally comprehensive
statistics. Por this purpose, as also for intcrnational co-ordination, special
cfforts wore necded to improve coxisting statistics in rospect of coverage,
accuracy, btimcliness ané comparability. While some countrics had alrcady
included the develepment of food and agricultural statistics as an integral
part of their agricultural development plan, the Dircctor-General hoped thatb
other countries would alsc attempy to develop their statistical systeoms on

a sound and permanchnt bagis.

21, In addition to soundly constructed plans bascd on good information,
countrics also necded. resources for implementation. It was a guestion not
only of financial rcsources, but also of resources of skilled manpower, of
knowledge and of techriques for innovation. In financial torms, assistance
to Near Dast countrics, which, during the last ton ycars hed been channelled
through FAC, by way of PTA, the Special Tund, IFHC Funds, undsg-in-Trust,
FAQ/UNICEF projcets, cte., amountcd to over 40 million dollars. The volume
of assistence was continuing to increasc ycar by year, though it still fell
far short of what was neoded,

22. The World Food Pregram, with an initizl outlay of 100 million dollars,
would shortly be put into operation on an experimental basis under the joint
sponsorship of TAO and the UN, and this would usher in a new ers in surplus
utilisation. The Dircctor—Gencral hoped that the cxperimental nrojects would
demonstrate the wider scope and possibilitics for such a program, so that

it would receoive massive support in “he future,’ commensurate with tho total
stockpile and the nceds of developing countrics.

23, The Dircotor-General pointed ous that ccoromic development continuced

%o be obstructed by the traditional land tonure system in the region, aggravatced
by small holdings. WNo country was likoely to Gevelop very far or very fast

while it vetaincd & eystem of land ftenure which offcred no inceniive to the
farmer. In order to assist governments in their efforis to overcome these
obstacles, the Dircctor-CGoneral indicated that it might be possible before

long to establish & regional post for land tonure and scttlement in the Near
Bast Regional Offico.

24 . The Direcctor-Gunceral condinued that plonning and implementation of
devolopment projects was Gopendent or an efficient apparctus of government and
administrative services. There was much to bo conc in the building up of
administrotive services with fully-trained staff of high calibre, capable

of formulaiing policics and projects, and able to implement such projects in
all their phases. Without the fulfilment of these conditions, the more
provision of additional funds from cxternal or internal sources would have
little effcct, ‘

.

25. The Director-CGeneral then referred to FAC's Froudom—from~fungor
Campaign launched in 1960. This was, he said, essontially an educational
Ceampaign 5o stimulate the willing and understending co-—operation of the masses
in support of devclopment programs. He roported that Member Nations in the
Near fast Region aad ieken a leading pert not only in bringing the contral
message of the Campaign to the notice of their public, but also in giving



practical shapc to the concrobe mecsures thot ‘the Campaign visualized as
cooperative venturcs on an internationsl scsle. National Campaign committees,
cstablished in several counsrics, had initioted action in the various ficlds
within the Cempaign fremowork. For the futuxze it was most importbant to ensure
harmony boiween the public support gonorated by the Campaign, and the
governmental measurcs for balanced cconomic and social development which 2lone
would provide a long~torm answer to the problem of hunger. 1/

26, The Dircctor-Genersl mentioncd “he Vorld Food Congress to be hold in
Washington in June 1963, the midpoint of the Frocdom-from-Hunger Campaign., 1%
was intended to holp cusure identity of purpose and method botween the public
and the private groups within & country. The World Food Congress was dosigned
to highlight the world objectives of the Cuampaign, discover gaps in knowledge,
and point to dircetions in which greater cfforts werc called for. It was the
first world congress of its naturc, bringing together on a single platform an
enlightencd cross—gection of leading world citizons, promincnt scicntists and
rescarch workers in the various disciplinces dealing with food production and
nutrition, cconomists spocialized in the probloms of cconomic development, and
representatives of farmors' orgonizations and citizen groups allicd with the
world-wide movencnt agoinest hungor and want.

27, The Dircctor-CGencraol sald that the Momber Wationsg of FAO attached <he
utmost importance to this Congruss belicving it would give a fresh impetus and
purpose to the work of the Orgonization in its fight ageinst hunger and poverty.
Humarity had meny problems rumaining to he solved, but & world where cvery man,
woman and child could e provided with the primary nccessitics ol 1ifc such as
food, clothing and shelter was no longer a utopia. Advenced countrics had come
to accept as common place that national cconowic prosperity depended not on

the privilege of the fow, but on the welfare of all within the community. What
was truc of a national community was no less btrue for the world community as

a whole, No country or group of countries could for long insulate its prosperity

1

against thoe rost of the world.

20, The Dircctor~General notued that the United Mations Development Decade,
was "a progrem Ffor internalional economic co~oreration during the 1960's",

It asked Membor States, both develowped and dovelopning, to intensify their
efforts to accolerate prosress towerd seli~sustaining cconomic growtbhg
rocomacnded a substontial incrcease in the rate of srowth of the doveloping
countrics; and called uvpon the Hempor Dtates as woell as thoe United Hations

and the Specialized Agencies to undertake appropriate policies and actions

for this purpose, including an incrcase in the flow of devolopment resources,
public and w»rivate, to developing countrics. The Froodom-from~Hunger Campaign,
since it reproscnted an intonsificavion of PAO's activitics for incrcasing food
production, improving nutrition and roising standards of living of the world
population was PAC's part in the Development Docado,

active role in tho romoval of hunger and in imoroving thoe living standerds
of the rural peoplce, in strengthoning the sgricultural basc of the developing

countrics, not only by maiking its oxpericnce and advice available to such

29, Backed by thies program, FAO would be in o position to play a more

1/ The Frocdom—from-Hunger Campaign itsclf formed the subjeet of a separate
mecting running concurrently with the Rogional Conforence, the resulis

of which arc reported in a sceparate document.
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countrics at the stoge of the formmulation of their policics and plans, but

also by assisting in the formulation of their vorious nuitritional and production
goals. To achicve those goals would imply reaching certein tarzets for the
supply of agriculiursl roguisitos, as well as taling appropriate institutional
and organizational moasurces, and in both thesce dircetions FAO could supply

valuable assistance, particularly over the next decado,

30. The Dircetor-Goenercl mentioned one subjoet which he considerod To bo

of overriding importance, namely the dissoemination of sciuntific information.
de thought Mombor Countrics should ask themsolves whether the machinery wherehy
the fruits of rescarch are made aveilablse to the cultivator was adoguate to

the greet oppowtunitics for advance which offor thomsslves. Thoe farmer rmust
nave access to the results of roscarch so that he could step up production and
thus benefit from higher standerds of living. The information should be
conveyed to aim in o language which he could understand end through media of
communication appealing to hils imagination. ‘

31, The Dirvcior-Coreral conciuded that the old limitations on developnent -
moncy, mon and scientific knowlcedge — no longer appiicd. Accelerated development
was now possible if thore was a cleor sense of dircetion and purposc. JIxternmal

1

assistance was nccessary but was most offeotive when it formed an integral
supplemont to national effort. Bach country had to have a design for cconomic
development cxtending to all scctors. The dominant position that agriculture
occupicd in the structure and funciioning of the cconomics of the countrics in
the region must be rocognized., Boowomic dovelopment in these countrics, at
loost in the carly stages, would depend very largoly on the growth of output
of the agricultural scctor and on “he changes in its structural and functional
organization. The bogt plans for agrienltural development, however, were not
cnough unloss such plons roceive the propulsive thrust off the poople and tho
peasantry., The FFEC provided a vehiele o promote such motivatior. The road
was oclear for a great advence in mobilizing public opinion end support in
efforts to find a pormancnt solution to the problems of hrunger and want.

i/

2. The Food and Azricul-sural Situation in tho Rogilon

32. The Conforence noted that the broad fuatures of the food and agricultural
situation in rosount yeaors in the Near Bast continued to present a numbor of
disappointing foaturcs, In sirong contrast to the rapid progress achicved
carlier, the rogion's agricultursl production had rocertly failed to koeop pace
with the growth of population. Several countrics had suffcrec from droughts
almost continuously Tor Ffour scasons. rood production in particular nad laggod,
and it s.oemed that in spite of a steep risc in imports the per caput supply of
greins must have been reduccd. Treuds in the region's agricultural exports
were cqually discouraging, and althoush cxport carnings from agriocultural
products had rocovercd somevhat in 1960, there had been & further decline in
1961 which did not appecr so far to heve becn arrested during 1962,

l/ Tn the following parcgrapns stobtoments concerring developments in the ovorall
Food and agriculturs) situstion of the region are based on FAQ production
ond trode indices for thoe Near Tast which cover the following countrics s
Aden, Afghonisten, Bohrain, Cyprus, Iran, Irag, Jondan, Kawait, Lobanon,
Libya, Muscat and Omen, Qatar, Saudl Arabia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Ropublic,
Trucial Oman, Turkey, United Arab Republic, and Yomen.

5
i
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Agricultural Production 1960/61 and 1961/62

33. After rising only slightly in 1960/61, the rogion's agricultural production
had fallen by 2 to 3 poercent in '1961/629 according to proliminary FAO estimates.
The production of grain had declined by a further 2 million tons in 1961/62

from the drought—-affocted level of the provious year, 2and would have been cven
lower had there not heon some slight improvement in Irag, Jordan and the Syrian -
Arab Ropublic. In Turkey, there was a sharp fall in grain production in 1961/62.
In the United Arab Republic the production of whoat, barlecy and maize wos

slightly lower in 1961/629 while becausce of reducced Nile water supplies the

rice arca had doclined sharply and production had fallen by 23 percent, nccessi-
tating government control of the distribution of this crop.

34.. In spitce of the largest acreage for many years, the United Arab Republic
cotton harvest had decrcascd by 30 percent in' 1961/62, meinly as a rcsult of
unusually soeverc outbreaks of cotton leafworm. Saudi Arabia roeporitcd heavy
losses of livostock as a result of continued severe drought. However, in most
countrics where grain production had been small in 1961/62, there had been

gsharp incrcascs for some other products. Jordan wveportced a continucd rapid
cxpansion in the production of tomatocs, citrus, fruit and olive oil. In Lcbanon,
the short supply of irrigation water had becen uscd more carcfully to maximize
returns from cash crops such as fruits and some vegetables. Cotton’ production

in the Syrian Arad Republic had beon 1little affccted by the drought.

35, Several countrics rcported that they had been comparatively frce from

the unfavourable conditions that had affected production over so much of the
region. In Afghanistan, the production of grains, cotton, oil secds and fruit
had incrcascd very rapidly in rccent years. The production of a number of crops
in Pakistan recached new rccord levels in 1961/62, indicating that the targets

of the Sccond Five-Year Plan for almost all crops would not only be attaincd
but were likely to bo excceded. There had been a very large risc in cotton
production in Sudan in 1961/62,

36. For thc 1962/63 scason it scomed from. the limitcd data so far available
that the regional production situation was more cncouraging. The Confercnce
noted with satisfaction that there had been abundant and well distributced
rainfall over most of the region, including those arcas that had been hit by
almost continuous droughts over the past fow yoars. A third successive large
grain harvest in Afghanistan had nccessitated heavy government purchases in
order to maintein farm priccs, In the Syrian Arab Republic too, large crops
of wheat, barlcy and cotton werc expected. In Lobanon, prospects were for a
large wheat crop. In thoe United Arab Republic the anticipated Nile wator
supply had allowed for a significant cxpansion in the rice arca for 1962/63,
By contrast olive production in Jordan would probably be about 20 percent

of last ycar.

Intcrnational Trade in Agricultural Products

37 While somc countrics had not sharcd in the unfavourablce agricultural
production situation that had prevailed over much of the region in 1961/62,

and the immediately preceding ycars, nonc of them had beoon able to cscape the
effeets of the continued deterioration in the situation for agricultural oxports
in world markets, as well as the sharp ycar—to-ycar fluctuations that ocecurred
in the world prices of agricultural products.
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38. In 1960 the rcgion's carnings from agricultural cxports lad continucd
their gradual recovery from the low level of 1958, though they rcemainced some
60 percont less than in 1957. In 1967, however, tronds worce much less
favourable. Both the volumc of cxports and average prices declined, and

the Near Bast's carnings from agricultural c¢xports had fallon by nearly 10
percont to a lovel only slightly highor than in 1958,

39. The volume of cxports in 1961 had booen sharply affcected by the poor
crops in many countrics, Grain oxporis had declined agnin, rcaching less than
half their 1958 volumc, and grain prices had also fallen. Rice exports
especially had becn rcduccd and the United Arab Roepublic had had to prohibit
cxports. from the poor crop harvested in 19671, Shipments of cotton also fell
sharply, largely becausc of the low level of production in the United Arab
Republic. Cotton prices had averaged somewhat lower in 19671 than the ycar
before, and for long and oxtra long-staple varictices had weakened perceptibly
during the first half of 1962,

40, The Confercnce was particularly concerncd at the longor—-tecrm troends

in the region's agricultural exports. Except for the oil-producing countries,
economic development in the Near Dast was largely dependent on the amount of
annual export carnings from agricultural products. Over o period of approxi-
mately a decade, an cxpansion of well over onc-third in the volume of the
region's agricultural cxports had brought only about 4 percent more in cxport
carnings. Bven this small incrcasc was in current prices, and it appearcd

that "rcal' carnings from agricultural cxports (i.c. their purchasing powecr for
manufactured goods) had actually fallcn over this period, in spite of the
substantial increasc in the volume of shipmonts.

41. At the same time, thoere had becn a rapid rigc in rccent ycars in

imports of agricultural products. While there had becon a slight decrcasc in’
these imports in 1961, they romained very large in rclation to carlicr ycars.
Grain imports, mainly from the Unitcd Statce on concessional terms under Public
Law 480, werc again large in 1961, though they fell by almost 10 percont

from the high lovel of 1960,

42. The Near Bast remaincd & substontial net cexportor of agriculitural products
as a whole, but for foodstuffs the rocgion had been on a net import basis in
almost overy postwar year, In 1961, the repid risc in ncet imports of food

had been halted for the first time for some ycars, and the net import of grain,
though still large, had fallcen by about 10 percent.

FPood Supplics in Relation to Population

43, On a por caput basis tho rogion's food production was cstimated to have
doclined by about 3 percont in 1960/61 and by a further 4 percent in 1961/62,
The peak of per caput food production rcached in 1958/599 had probably boen
about 15 percent above the prowar level. By 1961/629 howover, this gain over
the low prewar average appcearcd to have beon approximately halved.

44, The biggest reductions in per coput preduction had been in grains,
which wore the stople food in all Near Bast countrics and contributed the
greater part of the calorics. Per caput food supplics had, however, been
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kept up to some extent by the large 1ncrcascs in imports and decrcases in
cxports of grains. By 1961/62, on the othor hand, when therc had boen a

further fall in grain production and net imports also werc smaller, por capub
grain consumption must have declined, TIn the countrics most sevgroly affegted
by droughts it was likcely that consumpiion hod fellen earlicr and more scriously,
45. The Conference congidercd that the situation rogarding the consumption

of livesbtock products gave cause for concern. The statistical information on
the livestock sector was particularly unrcliable ond incomplete, but all

the available evidence pointed to very low leovels of animal protcin intake,
which might even have been declining in somc countrics in recent years.

Government Action

46, Delegations outlined to the Conforcncc the various projocts and measurcs
under way in their countrics for the deveclopment of agriculturc,. In almost all
cases thosc now formed part of an integrated program for the agricultural

sector as a whole, which itsclf was conceived within the framework of an overall
plan for cconomic and social development. Recent developments in agricultural
planning arc revicwcd in the noext scction of this Report,

47. The recont situation had emphasized once again the heavy dependence

of the region's agricultural production on the scanty and highly variable
rainfall, and in most countrics programsg for the better use of water resources
played a key role. In Afghanistan, in addition to ncw irrigation projects)
attention was boing paid to the improvement of existing irrigation systems.

In Jordan thc Bast Ghor Canal Project, which was cntering ite sccond stage,

was likely to bc completed sooncr than cxpected, and the Yarmook Project was
expected to be completed soon. Intensive prospecting for fresh well water was
being carricd out in Kuwait. It was rceported that in Pakistan 100,000 acres

of good agricultural land were going out of cultivation covery year as a result
of watcr~logging and selinitys while the Govornment was teking all possible
measures, the process of roclamation was bound to be slow. Logislation concerning
water usage and conservation was under consideration in Saudi Arabia. In the
Syriaen Arab Republic, the Rastan and Muhardeh Dams had been constructed as part
of the Ghab Project, many other smallcr projects werce under way, and studies
were being conductced on the fuphrates Dam. In Lobanon a Five-Ycar Plan of
Leb.£ 54 million for developing utilization of irrigation had been passced

in 1961.

48, The need Tor basic ruscarch and surveys, including statistical data,
was increasingly recognized. The Conferonce welcomed the assistance that was’
being provided by the United Nations Special Fund in thesc and rolated fields.
Many countries worc carrying out surveys of their water resources. In Lebanon,
the Institute for Agricultural Rescarch had been raised to the status of a
Dircctorate~General, in order +to incrcase its facilitics and resources, and in
Pakistan the Food and Agriculturc Council was being reorganizoed to undertake
long=term and fundamental rescarch of national importance.

49, A rmumber of countrics reported important modifications in the orgeanization
of their agricultural scrvicos. A rc-orgenization of the Ministry of Agriculturc
had been carricd out in Lebanon and was under way in Jorden. Pakistan proposcd
to cxtend to other districts its Model Schems, under which a concentrated drive
to step up production in selected spearhead zones had boon launched in 19603

an Agricultural Development Co-operation had now becn set up in cach' province

and. would be ready to undertake full operstions in the coming winter. In the
United Arab Republic, geoneral organizations had becn established to look aftor
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private and public activity in various scctors of tho cconomy, including, in,
the food and agricultursl ficld, cotton, food industrics, milling and baking,
storage and grain clevadors, nquatic rosourcos, land reclomation, land
settlement, desert development, and agricultural cooperatives.
50. Many countrics were stroengthoning their oxtonsion servvices. TIn Jordan
and Lobsnon more cmphasis was being given to the agricultural scrvices at tho
district level. Extension survices in the Provincial Agriculturcl Deportments
of Pakistan were being expanded so that there would be an asriculitural officer
for each Union, covering approzimatvly 10,000 persons. BExtension units and
province extonsion compltices had boen cstablished in Sudon. In the Syrian
Arab Ropublic, mobile cztonsziorn urite had boon set up, cquipped with the
facilitics roquired for practical coxicnsion. In the United Arab Republic,

the role of coopcratives and the ocgricultural contres in cxtonsion work was
being stressed,

51. Land roform moasurcs continucd to be implomented in a number of Near
Jdast countrics. The Conference was informcd that althoush land distribution
wes not a provlem in Jordan legislation had boen preopercd for the distribution
of svate domain, In West Pakistrn the redistribdution of land had been
completed, and in addition four million occrce had been consolidated: in Jast
Pakisten, 360,000 acres of land had boon acquired end vere being allottod to-
tenants.

‘

forad

52. . In the Syrien Arab Republic; the distribution of land to farmers under
the agrarian rceform had boen mads conditional on their joining cooperative
socivtics; of which there were now 235: credit for fozmors and for cooperatives
was mede available by the Agriculiturel Coopuraitive Bank. In the United Arab
Republic, the village cooperative, of which there were now 4,050, playcd an
active role in all agricultural actlivitics: villoge banks aond been ostablished
to provide crcdit for fermers, end since the middle of 19671 loans had boon
granted intercst freo by the Agricultural Coopcrative Bank. The Conforence took
noto of the progress of the oxporimental schemes of mochanizod cooporative
farming that wore being carricd out in Bast and West Pakistan.

53. Importent new devolopments in agriculturael markceting included the taking
charge of all intcrnal and coxicrnel trade transactions in colton in tae United
Arab Reopublic by the Igyptian Cotton Commission and the National Public
Organization for Cotton Trading; the Minlsiry of flconomy now fixcd prices
bofore cach season, og well as the terms and the dotes of delivery of the
cotton to the Commission. In order to permit larger corryover stocks of wheat
it had beon decided to set up 49 further clevators in the United Arab Republic,
with & total capacity of 840,000 tons. A Marketing Bureau had boen costablished
in Jordang; particular sticntion was also belng paid to the consitruction of
village roads. In Lobanon the Pruit Office nad boen re-orgonized. In Lidbya,
groins and olive oil wore now purchased vy the Govermment ot fixed priccs at
the time of harvest. In Pekistan all cxportable supplics of supcrior rice is
procurcd by the Government. In Saudl Arabia, cfforts wers being made to find
the best way to utilize the large amounts of meat slaughtorod during the
pllgrimage scason.



- 14 -

54 . Saudi Arabia was also formulating quarantinc legislation. In Pakistan
a National Animal Discasc Control Commititec hnad boen appointed and had
preparcd a master plan for the prevention, control and eradication of'27 major
livestock discascs. Two animal feed plants, mainly utilizing industrial by-
products, had been sct up in West Pakisten and another was to be established
in Bast Pekistan, In meny countries, mass vaccination campaigns against the
major epizootic diseascs hed rcsultoed in an appreciable increase in the
livestock population., In Lecbanon, an animal gquarsntine centre was being
established for the control of imports of live animals.

55, A number of countrics were devoting increased attention to the develop-
ment of their fisheries, which could make an importent contribution to animal
protein supplies. Pakisten's cxports of fishery products had expanded rapidly
and considerablc progress had been made in the gradual mechanization of the
fishing fleet, in the construction of fish harbours and jetties, the cstablish-
ment of processing plants, and the provision of rescarch facilities. In Sudan,
extensive work had been carried out in stocking ponds, the fish resources of
the Nile and the Red Sca were being investigated with o view to building a fish
canning factory, and it was proposcd to establish & rosearch instituto for
hydro~biological investigations. :

56. Many countrics roported on their programs in the field of forestry. The
Confercence notcd that in Jordan thore was an cxteonsive afforestation program.
In Pakistan there had been a substantial incrcase in the forcst arca, and
intensive inventory work was being carricd out as a basis for the establishment
of forest industries. A Forcstry Division was to be a

a

4

o
& dded to Saudi Arabia's
Ministry of Agriculture. Afforcstation, reconnaissance surveys, mapping and
reservation were procceding rapidly in Sudan,

GENERAL POLICY QUESTICNS OF T'COD AND AGRICULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION

1 Plenned Agricultural Development in the Region

(a) Review of Irogress Made in Formulation and Implementation of
Plans Sincc the Last Regional Conference

1

57. The Confeorence roviewed recent progress in the formulation and imploment-—
ation of agricultural plens in the countrics of the NHear Hast, together with

the development of FAO's asgistance to Member Covernments in their agricultural
planning.

i
i

58. Since the last Regional Confercnce, loss than two years beforc,
substantial progress had been made in agricultural planning in the Near Tast.
While most of the earlicr plans had beon confined to public investment projccts
only, comprchensive plaens, covering the wholc of the cconomy including the
private scctor, had now been drawn up in many counirics. All thesc new plans
paid due attention to the agriculturnl scctors.



5. The -Confercnce notud the reports on the progress made in the cxecution
of the comprehensive plans since 1960 in Pakistan, the Syrian Areb Republiec,
and the United Arab Ropublic. During 1962 the implementation of such plans had
begun in Afghanistaon, Jordan and Suden, and their moin proviszions in rogard to
agriculture wore describoed to the Confercnce by the delesations of thesce couantrics
Among other Near IJast or closcly rclated countrics, onprohcn@ive plens had

so boen formulatud in iithiopisn, Iran, Ireq, Libya and Turkey. The properation
of Lobanon's now plan was cxpecicd to bo completed by the end of the year.

60, The machinory Tor planning hod buon further doveloped in o numbor of
countries. In Lebanon the Ministry of Plenning had boon re—organized to
include, besides the High Council of the Plean, a central department fox
statistics ard a denariment for rquo“roh and long-~tcrm studios:; 1t was also
provescd teo cotablish o plankming scotion in the Ministry of & sricultures In
5udan9 NCW plannlnw machinery had recontly beon costablished, including an

fconomic Planning Scercetoriat in thoe Ministry of Finance and Economicsr

61 While considersble progress thus appearcd to have boen made in methods
of plan formulation and in planning or‘an‘y&ﬁiong the Confercnce noted that it
was too c¢arly to say whother the now round of plans would show 2 similar
improvement in their implomeniation. An cncouraging sign, howovoer, was taot
inercased attontion woas teing giveon in some countrics to the ficld orgenizations
reguired to assist in the cxccution of agriculiural vlens, In Afghaniston,
for exemple, District Agriculturel Dovilopment Committoss wore bolng sct up,
consisting of representatives of the local administration, the cxtension scervice
and the Agriculturel Bank, and a cortoin nurkoer of favmors. In Lebanon an
Institute of Doveloomont had beon established to train multi-purpose teams that
would work at the villaze lovel.
62, In lince with the groatly incroascd cmphasis on agricultural plamning in
the Near Hagt, FAO had cndoavourcd to cxpand and fto make mors eifective the
assistonce 1t wos able to offcr in this ficld, Tae Conforonce cspeelally
wolcomed the Regional Troaining Cenitre Azsricultural Dovelopment Planning that had
bueon keld at Cwlro in farch and April x)/° on tho invitation of the Govornmont
of the United Arab Ropublic, FAC hopod fo hold furthor sush training centres
in the futurc.

63. T%L Confurvnecy welcomed the Dircetor-Genurcl's docision to ostablish
a task forece of Agriculitural Planning leonomists undor the now Regular Progrom of

Technical Asaistance, including a Hegilonal Planning lconomist for the Near iast.

This officer would be available mainly to carry out short-term advisory missions

in the countriua of the rogion, which should greatly rvlrforﬂr the 1ongcr~torm

advisory projects under the Bxpanded Program of Tecchrnical Assistance and als

the work of thu Regional Agricultural Hoonomist.

64 . The Conferonce noted thet the participants at the Cairo Training Contre

had expresscd the view thoat some mors ;:“mhnvnu moachinery was necdoed whoreby

the problems cncountered in the rogion's agriculiurel planuing could be

rogulerly revicwod and studicd, The Confercence cndorscd this view and

recomsendod the cateblishmont of o FNeor Dast Commission on Agricultural Planning,
povaiblo, by the next sossion of the FAU Council. Tho Com-Juu¢0n would

consist ol erLOS(ﬂﬁ’”iVQS of goverrments, vho would muect LQSUlurljy say once

a ygar. An TAC staff wonber would o appointed as Scerctory of the Commission,

to serviece ite meetings, and other Heoadguerters and rogional stoff would
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participatc in its work when nccessary. The Commission would formulate its

own deteiled program of work in the light of the dovcloping situwation., The
Conforence believed that, in addition to assisting in the solution of the
technical problems of agriculturel planning, such a Commission would contribute
to co-operation and co-ordination of activities in the ficld of agricultural
planning in the rogion,

65. The following recomuacndation was approveds

Recommendation No. 7

THE CONFERNCE

Noting

'

i. the growing importance of cconomic devolopment planning in the Near
Bast Rogion as a contribution to incrcasing production and incomes
and raising thce levels of living of the peopleg

ii. the nccd to cnsure the proper formulation of agricultural programs
and projects, within the framcwork of gonoral programs of cconomic
development, and a suitable orgenizational structurc for the achicvement
of torgetsy,

Appreciating the proposalg made by the Dircctor-General on the rondering

of advisory scrvices as well as the provision of training facilitics, and
that the experimental special prograom of Regular Program of ‘Tcchnical
Assistance be mainly dirccted toward assistance in the ficld of agricultural
development plannings

Realizing

i. the necd for the training of sufficient personncl in the field of
agricultural planning and thoe groeat importaence of tho esteblishmont of
training centres on the subjoct, the usefulncss of which was shown by
the one held at Cairo during March and April 1962

ii. the necd for somc standing machincery wheroeby the problems encounterced
in the rcgion's agricultural planning could be regularly rovieweds

Welcoming the offers made by several delegations to make facilitics in their
countries available to the other countrics of the region, including those

of the Institute of National Planning in the Unitcd Arab Republic, and of
the numerous institutions in Pakistan, and followships for students from

the Arab States at the National Institutcs of Development and of Public
Administration in Lebanong

Recommends to Member Countrics corrying out plans for agricultural and
general ecconomic development that they should cstablish agencics for the
following up and appraisal of projects, to assure the proper cxccution of
projects and thc achicvement of targets at the proper time, and to allow
for the guick modification of projccts in the shortest possible time

and at the lowcst costy
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Requests the Director-General to considoer
1. rondering assistonce to Mombor Countriss to holp them dtrengthen

their agricultural »lonning agencics or sstablish thom if
none exisvg

ii. cateblishing without delay the cadre of highly qualificd agricultural
planning cconomists to be financcd under the Regular Program of
Technical Asgistance, including the Agricultural Planning Beonomist to
be assigned vo the roglon to assist the countrics of the Noar Dast
in solving their croblomssy

iii. glloenting  the necessary funds for the holding of further training
centres on agricultursl planning, and for the granting of FAO fellowships
Tor the study of agricultural plenning undoer the Technical dssistance
programs, in order to help the countrics of the region to train thoir
personnels

ive under Article VI, paragraph 1, of the Constitution of FAC, cstablishing
a Near Jast Commission on Agricultural Planning to cover the Hear Bast
Region as defincd by PAO

Proposes

i+  that the Serms of reforence of the Commission should be to roview and
exchonge (ooth by means of reguloar mectings and by corrGSpondonco)
information and expericnce on agricultural plans and planning and on
the problems encountercd in the formulation, exccution, following up
and ovaluation of such plans in the countrics of the region, and fo
make rcecommendations to Member Governments on means of improving their
agricultural plans and to FAO on the assistonce which could bhe provided
for this purposc, with due rogard to the differont stages of developmont
reached by the various countries of the rogiong

ii. thet the terme of refcrcence of the Commission should cover in particular:

(a) the provision of guidance to its membors and to FAO regarding training
programs and facilitiss required for improving agriculiural planning,
and of asgistonce to membors in ervanging Notional Training Centross

(b) the inmvestigntion of spocific problemeg of agricultural planning,
either through the establishment of working groups or other
subsidiary bodics, or through spocial rescarch studics carricd out
by PAO or by governmental or non-governmontal institutionsg

(¢) nssistance to its membors in obtaining tho scrvices of suitably
1ificd cxperts in icultural plannings

Requests that the Commission should be set up as soon as possible, and that
the Dircetor-Gencral thercfore submit a proposal for its cstablishmont to

the FAQ Council at its noxt Scssion.
66, The Confercnce considercd further that Tor the worl: of the proposed
Commission to be fully offcetive, it would ncced the services of a body of
highly—qualificd cxperts in agricultural nlananing. It thercfore recommended
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the ecestablishment of a No Cr Zast Agriculturel Planning Institutce, and tho
following reccommendation was ogreed upons

1
7

Recommendaetion Wo. 2

THE CONFERENCE

Noting the nced for training fooilitics in apgricultural planning, and for
rosearch and studics on the various nspects of the formulation, uxccutlon9
following up and cvaluation of agricultural plans in the countrics of the
Near Bast;

Belicving that for the sound and offcetive working of the propos 2od Near as
Commission on Agricultural Planning, it will ncoed the scorvices of a body of
highlywquu~3f1ud cxpert in agricultursl plannings

Roquosﬁo the Dircctor-Goenerel to congider

1o establishing o Near Dast Agricultural Plamning Institute with a
permancrnt secretariaty

ii. that the Tnstitute should train personncl in agricultural planning
technigues and in the functions involved in the implementation of plans,
should support the work of the Commizsion by providing it with the
necessary studics and surveys and conducting the rescarch nccessary for
sound recommendations in the ficld of agricultural planning, and should,
on request, analyze the tochnical and cconcmic feasibility of national
agricultulml plana thet might be submittod to it for reviews

iii. that, in responsc to tl@ offor of facilitics by the Govornment of the
Syrian Arab Rcpablic, the Institute should be established at Damascusy

iv. exploring tho pous¢%111t‘pb of financing such an Institutc, in
particular through JShe Unitod Nations Spocial Fund,

(b) Meditcrranean Development Project - Progress of TFeollow~up Action
67, The Coanforence revicwed thoe activitics undertalken by the Organization
within the framework of follow-up action on the PAQ Moditerrancan Developmont
Project. Thesc activitics can boe grouped under throc main headings: (a)
assistance to governments in the costablishment and planning of Regional Develop-
ment Zones; (b orgenimation of inter-governmontol consuliations on sclected
problems of Meditorrancen developmenty (¢) carrying out of joint rogional
projects, c.g. studices ond surveys for tho cstablishment of a relrigereted
network for the markelting of perisheble agricultural products from the
Hcdlacrrﬁnu n Arca (Co]d Chain).

68. The Confcerince wos informed of the maein characteristics of the UN
Special Pund/PAO pre—~invogtment vrojects for the cstablishment of regional
dovelopment zoncs which 2re now being cerricd out in scveral Mcditerranean
comntrics., The main aim of these pre~investment surveys is to provide
governments with specific measurcs and rowoscls for develovment framed and
corrclated so as to inducc a process of aceclereted cconomic growth in
particular goncs or roglons within & givew country. The proposals take
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duc account of the complementarity betweon the social, cconomic and tcchnical
aspects of development, as well as of the complemcntarity bebween different
sectors of agriculturc and between agriculture and other sccetors. The Conferonce
agreed that the integrated approach underlying the pre—investment surveys gave
them a unity of purposc which was well in accordance with the conclusions of

the FAO Mediterrancan Devclopment Project. It was emphagized, however, that

in the establishment of regional devclopment wmones, special attontion should

be paid to the differcent conditions and charactcristics of the countrics of

the Mediterrancan Basin,

69, The Confcrence welcomed the gradval cxtension of the network of
development zoncs to the Near Dast Region and took note with interest of the
information supplicd by delegations regarding projects for integrated agricul-
tural development which are being carricd out in their countriese It also
noted a proposal for underteking of a survey of the Red Sca Arca. The Conforonce
was informed of the intorest of the Government of Jordan to participate in the
Mediterrancan Development Project.

T0. The Confecrence strossed the importance of rcgional co-operation in
accelerating progress in the Mediterrancan countrics and confirmed its support
for the action teken by the Director-General to strengthen co-operative action
among the Mediterranean countrics. In this conncction, the cetablishment of

a Cold Chain Project, the setting up of an FAO Dxpert Group on Meditcrrancan
Development and the organization of intcr~governmental consultations were
particularly welcomed.

1. The Conforcnce noted with intercst the proposal to hold the next inter—~
governmental consultation on Mediterrancan Development Problems at Nimes, Francc.
It also noted with approciation the offcr made by tho Contre international des
hautcs études agronomiques, rccently csteblished by the Organization for Economic
Development and the Council of Burope at Bari and Montpellicr, to make available
the facilities provided by this Centre to the countrics of the Near Tast Region.

T2, The Conference adopted the following:

Recommendation No, 3

THE CONFERENCE

bxpressing its apprcciation of the action taken by the Director-General
within the framcwork of follow-up action on the FAO Mediterrancan Development
Project;

Imphasizing its support for the cstablishment of an FAO Uxpert Group on
Mediterrancan Development to advise on tho economic, technical, administrative
and financial problems involved in rcogional agricultural planning: and

Considering the wide scope and far-rcaching implications of the activities
undertaken, particularly as regards the operation of pre-investment |
surveys for the establishmont of regional development zones within the
framework of overall development plans and the promotion of the Cold
Chain Projecty :

Requests the Dircctor~General to continuc thesc activitics and to provide
the necessary facilitics for pursuing further the implementation of the
recomnendations of the FAO Mediterrancan Development Roport.
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(¢) Improving the Statistical Basis for Agricultural Planning

i, -World Census of Agriculture

T3 The Conference reviewed the progress in national agricultural censuses
and the plans and preparations in countries which have not yet taken the 1960
gensus. It was noted that only six countries (Iraq, Iran, Lebanon, Libya,
Pakistan, and the U.A.R.,) had taken a census of agriculture within the framework
of the 1960 World Census Program. Three of these countries took the census

on the basis of sampling.

T4, The processing of the Libyan Census Data had been completed and the
results alrcady printed. That of Pakisten was more than half completed, In
the U,A,R., processing had started. In Lebanon, field work was still in
Progress.

5. The assistance given by FAO Technical Assistance experts to these
countries in the planmning and organization of the censuses was appreciated.
Special mention was made of the valuable assistance rendered to Pakistan through
the Regional Census Advisers, of the assistance given to the Libyan Government
in the processing of their census data by electronic computers and of the
Training Centre on Tabulation of Census Data held in Cairo.

76, In Jordan, the enumeration of the census was expected to start in
November 1963 referring to the crop year of 1962/63. The Syrian Arab Republic
was planning to take the consus in 1965/66, and work on estimation of important
crops had already begun. In Suden it was proposed to take the census over a
period of four years with funds provided from the Seven~Year Plan then under
consideration. 7TIn Saudi Arabia, the enumeration of holdings had been initiated
in certain zones. The need for technical advice and assistance to these
countries was emphasized.

T, Compared with other regions, the participation of Near Dastern countries
in the 1960 Census was considered far from satisfactory and called for special
efforts to assist countries in developing their censuses, especially in relation
to the 1970 Census. In this connection, the Conference stressed the need for
early and adequate preparations for the 1970 Censusg on the part of FAO and
Member Governments to ensure fuller participation and improvement of the quality
and timeliness of census results. Among the factors which contributed to the
success of the 1960 Censusg in different parts of the world were the regional
adaptation of the World Program, the use of sampling in different phases of the
census and the use of experimental censuses. LAmong the promotional aspects,

the Conference noted that the appointment of regional census advisers and the
organization of seminars on the evaluation, analysis and uses of census results
contributed to the participation of nearly all countries in the Far Hast and
more than 30 countries in Africa in the 1960 Census Program. It was essential
to consider all these Tfactors and others which would help in achieving fuller
participation in the 1970 Census and improving quality and *timeliness of census
results,

78. In this connection, it was cmphasized that in some cases the timing of
training centres organized by FAC did not permit all countries to benefit
equally from them. It is important +to plan such iraining centres or seminars
early to provide help well in time., DBmphasis was also laid on early planning
for the speedy tabulation of census data, The experience gained from the
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ulation of the Libyan Census by clectronic computers would be helpful in

rendering similer assistonce to otler countries. In this respect, the Conferecnce

wel

comed the %imbllsﬂacnt by FAC in co~operation with the United Nations, under

HPTA, of an electronic computing centre in Cquoy whick, at an appropriate stage,

is

meant to meet the needs of the countrics in the region, and particularly for

processing the 1970 censuses., It was appreciated that when the Centre becomes

ful

ly operational in the course of thres years, from the vory beginning it would

provide facilities for countries in the region For training in the use of modern
processing equipment and for speedy processing of Important data on request.

The

£

Conference appreciated the offer from Paliistan o use that country's data

processing centre for training feliows from countrics in the region.

19.

The Confercnce adopted the following recommendation:

Recommendation No. 4

THE CONFERINCEH

Considering the important uses of the results of agricultural censuses for
various purposes of economic development plarining, as well as for the
development of adeguate systems for current agriculitural statistics:

Noting that & numder of countries in the region have never taken a census

of agriculture and that certoin measures have been most effective in promoting
Tuller participation in other regions, as for example the appointment of
regional census advisers in the Far Fast and the organization of seminars on
evaluation, analysis and uses of census results in the Far Dast and Africar
and

Wu?comlnp the establishment of an clectronic computing centre in Cairo under
the QKﬁuﬂdeﬂ Program of Technical Assistanceg

Recommends +to Member Covernments

ie that those which have not yet participated in the 1960 VWorld Census
Progrom do 0 as soon o8 poesible within the framework of the TAO
WVorld Program;

ii. thot those which have takon censuses should utilize the expericnce and
information obtodned from the coensus for the development or improvement
of their sysitcems for current agricultural stetisticss

iidi. that they should 11 ate the necessary funds for these purposes and
make usg of the possibilitics available in the FAO Technical Assistance
Programg

iv., thay th@y should make corly plans for training their personnel
at all lovels, n w“lﬁg use of the technical assistance program of FAO
and keoping in mind the facilities and UOuul}lllulC“ afforded by the
electronic computing centre and the proposed Hear Zast Hegional
Training and Regearch Institute in Agricultural Staﬁlstlo

Requests the Dircctor-Generzl to consider

i. appointing as goon as possible from Reguler Program Technical
Assistonce Tunds or BExpanded Program Technical Assistance Punds, a
regional census advisger to asgsist countrics in the development of
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their censuses within the framework of the 1960 World Census Progrem,

in the prevaration of census results Tor its various uses, copecially

for developing sampling systems for current information, and fo study

the various technical and other problems facing countries with the alm
of making suitoble recommendations for promoting fuller perticipation

in the 1970 Ccnsus Program;

ii. organizing & regional seminer on eveluation, analysis and usc of
agricultural census and survey resulis similar to those conducted in
Africa and the Far Hasty

iii. ways of facilitoting the use of tho Cairo clectronic computing contre

in due coursc by countries in the region for training and processing
of important deta: and

iv. completing the preparatory work for the 1970 Census of Agriculturc as
carly as possible, taking into consideration the factors which have
contributed to the increascd participation in the 1960 Consus and others
which would ensure a fuller participation ir the 1970 Censuz and an
improved guality and timeliness of census resuits. '

2i. Standardization and Co-ordination of Agricultural Statistics

30, The Conference considerced that one of the most needed measurcs 1o
improve national planning and to Tacilitate international c¢fforts lor ecconomic
development was the dimprovement of basic statistics os to thelr covorage,
accuracy, timeliness and comparability. There was an obvious nced in countries
of the zegion to develop their statistics on & sound and permancnt basis as

an integrated part of the overall development progrems. This, in fact, had
been planned in the United Arab Republiic vhere the necessary {unds for the
development of statistics werce allocated from the budget of the agricultural
development plan, Turthermors, in rendering assistance to countries, the
Conference felt that Ligh priority should be given to statistics for assistance
in other programs to be morc fruitful. ' '

81, The Confcrunce appreciated the offorts which wore being made by FAC to
agsist countrics in developing <heir food and agricultural statistics within a

co-ordinated standardized fromework. SBince the last Reglonal Conference,
Technical Assistonce oxporits had boen giving dircsct advice to seven countries

in the region. - A technical meeting cn food consumpition surveys was held in
Beirut, in 1962. A troining centro on the methodology of food consumption
surveys was being organized in Tugoslavia, to which most countries of the

Near Iast Region had boeon invited. A sominer on agricultural cconomic statistics
was also being ovganized in Turkey. Zhe Conforence felt the desirability of
roveating the training centres and seminars.

82. The Confercnce noiced with satisfection the »rogress made in the prepa~
ration of methodological publications on area statistics, on guality of census

data and on food consumpbion sULveys.

83. The Conference noted the cxpansion of rogional stabtistical activitics
to assist countiries in the development of eifficient somplings systoms for

continuous surveys for current information nceded for pleanning Follow-up
of implementation and asscssment of programs. Special emphasis was placed
on the necd to intensify the uvege of statistical designs in agricultural
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experiments, and their large scale application in cultivators! ficlds to

vrovide a basis for sciting up roalistic tarzets and for dircet extension to the
farmers of improved methods of production. Work on standardization of production
statistics, the promotion of statistical work on »rices, index numbers and
cgricultural income also necded to be intensificd. To improve the timeliness

of statisticol information, the development of suitoble methods for carly and
accurate forecasts of crop production was of great importance.

84, The Confercrce cxprosscd satisfaction at the cstablishment by the
Dircctor~General of a Reglonal Commission on Agricultural Statistics to advise
Member Countrics on the develowment and stoandsrdization of thoir statistical
services and to convenc study groups or other subsidiory vodics of nationdl
experts required for the purposc. The first meoting of the Commission wos
expected To be held before the end of 1962 cnd it woas hoped that countrics in
the rogion would scon onply Tormally for momborship and participate actively
in the meectings of Jhe Commission and its working groups. The work of zhe
Commission ant its recompendaticns should alweys take into considerttion the
local conditions and tie limited focilities and resources availablc.

85, The Confercnce approcinted the contacts mode by FAO with the United
Wations Special Fund Avthorities on the catsblishment of the Near Bast

Regional Research and Troining Instituie in Agricultural Statistics requested by
Member Countrics in this rcgion, to provide Long-tecrm progroms of statistical
rosearch and training under local conditions. Most of the countrics in tho
region had alrcady approved the sroject and five had agreca to contriovute
towards meeting its cost. It was pointed out that Memboer Countrics should
submit the projeet to the Unitod Hotions Snecial Fund through the Resident
Represcntative of the United Nations Technical Assistance Board, and indicate

their agreoment to cortribute to the budget of <the project.

86, The Conicerence nowed with satisfaction that FAO work in statistics in

the region was developing on o much larger scnle than ever before to cope with
the increasing demond for reliable statistics. The Conference however folt that

a number of activitics could not be properly carricd out with only onc statis-—
tician in the region. Theseo included the adcguate scrvicing of the regional
statistical commission and its tochnical working groups and dthe follow-up of
their program of work and rccommendations irn thoe fiecldsy the implementation and
co~ordination of work of the clectronic computing ccntreg the follow-up and
implemerntation of the Specicl Fund project on rescarch and trainingsg the
promotion of technical advice in the ficld of censuscs, currcent agricultural
statistics,’ food consumpiion surveys, surveys on Iarm practices and agricultural
exporiments. Additional staff and regional stotistical advisers similar to
arrangements successTully made for other regions wers therefore roguired. It
was also noted that the Tleventh Scesion of the FAD Conference felt strongly
that the regional siatistical stalf should be strengthensd, so as to cxpedite
the improvement of agricultursl statistics aond the troining of personnel; and
that the adequacy of the regional statisticel orgonization should be reviewed
when proposals for tho 1964/65 Program of Work worce being formulatcd.

87. The Confoerence adopicd the following reocommcndation. :
P 8

Reconmendation No., 5

THE CONIERETOR

Noting the great nuved for development and improvement of food end agricul-
tural statisitics in the region to improve nationsl planning and to facilitate
international «flforts of economic developmonts
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Apprecciating the offorts and plans made by the Dircctor-General to assist
countrics in dovceloping thoir food and agricultural statistics within a
co-ordinated standerdized framework and the activitics carried out since
the last Regional Confercnces

Welcoming the cstablishment of the Regional Commission on Agricultural
Statistics to advisc Member Countrics on the development and standardization
of their statistical scrvices within the framework of FAO's work in
statistics and to convenc study groups or other subsidiary bodics of national
experts roquired for the purposcs

Apprcciating the contacts made by the Dircctor-General with the United
Nations Special Tund Authoritics in conncction with the Research and Training
Institute in Agricultural Statisticsg

Noting the cxpansion of the statistical activitics in the region to include
the standardization of production statistics, thc promotion of statistical
work on prices, index numbers and agricultural incomc and the assistance
necded by countrics in the use of statistical designs in agricultural expori-
mentation, cspecially those conducted in cultivators' ficldsg

Realizing tho incroascd scale of statistical operational activitics in the
ST XRS5 ) o
region and the need for strengthcning the statistical set up as recommended

by the Tleventh Session of the FAO Confercnces

Noting furthor the rocommendations made by the last Regional Confercnce and
PASURZLSS ‘ S

the Gleventh Session of the PAO Conference for the immediate appointment

of a rogional bilometrician:

Recommends to Mecmber Governments:

i. to allocate the necessary funds and rosources for doveloping thoir
systems for food and agricultural statistics on o sound and permancnt
basis by intograting such development in the overall devcelopment programs
and making use of the facilitics rondercd by FAC under the tochnical
asgistance programsg

ii. to send in their formal requests as soon as possible for membership of
the Regional Commission on Agricultural Statistics, if they have not
alrcady done soy

iii. to participate actively in the work of the Statistical Commission and
its working groups and to utilize this machincry for thc developmont of
their systoms for food and agricultural statistics within o stondardized
and co-ordinated framcworks

iv. to submit the project of the Near Fast Rescarch and Training Institute
in Agricultural Statistics to the United Nations Speeial Fund, as soon

as possible, i they have not alrcady donc sog

Requests the Director-Gencral to congider

i. organizing a seminar on the analysis and uscs of food consumption
survey datag

ii. including in the Rogular Program of Work and Budget of 1964/65 at loast
onc additional post of a rcgional statisticiang
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iil. appointing as soon os possible onc regional statistical adviser Trom
the Regular Program of Tochnical Assistonce %o assist countrics in tho
promotion and development of food consumption survers and the development
of continuous surveys for current information nouded For planning,
follow-up of implementation and asscesment of progressy

iv, allowing Tor the repetition of troining cordres ond scminars on food
and agricultural stotistics, as far os foosibley

V. continuing his c¢fforts in conncction with the United Nations Special

Fund project for a Rosenrch and Training Institute so as to cxpedito
its consideration by the Specicl Fund Authoriticsy o

vi. including in “he program of work the promotion of studics and the
compilation of dava rclated to the moasurcment of agricultural produc—
tivity.

(d) Commodity Qucstions

i. Commodity Reporting ond Analysis os Tools for Devolopment
Planning

88, The Confercvnce in considering the subjeet of commodity reporting and
analysis as tools for development planning, recognized that commodity prospects,
policics and trading arrengements were major faoctors to wo taken into account

in the cconomic plang of developing countrics, Much of the relevant information
is aveilable in the regular surveys of the commodity situation undertalkeon by

FAO and other organizotions, but 1t was considercd thet the work would be :
usefully complomented 1f similar studics wore undoritekoen on a national basig.
Tho country concerned would thon bo able to oxomine the situation from its own
speeial viewpoint and make full usc of thc information FAO is eble fo provide.
Few agricultural commoditics arce comploitoely homogoncous and the situation facing
the various gradcs and vericiics produccd in individual countrics of the region
might be quite diffcront from the global situation. I35 was further rocognized
that countrics with o vital interest in the commodity in gquestion arc bhottor
situcted, voth from the point of view of gathering the ncecessary dato and of
duploying the requisite rospurcus, than are contral orgonizations with a very
much broader ficld to cover.

82, In view of theso considorations the Conforence folt it desirable that
special facllitics should be provided for improving information on national
commodity situations and for rcndering advice on such questions as short and
long~torm outlook in world morkets, commercial policics arnd possibiiitics for
international action with a view to assuring improved and stable market outlets.
The Conforcnce notod that in some countrics of the rogion the estoblishment of
commodity analysis units was being hemperced by the lack of adeguately traincd
personncl. It accordingly reauested the Dirceteor-~Gencral to provide whatover
assistance might be possible under LPTA or othor progroms in the initin
eatablishment of such units in the countrics concerncd.

90. The Conicronce afopted the Tollowing recommoendations
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Recommendation No. 6

TH: CONFERUNCE

Recognizing the importance of commodity roporting and analysis as tools
for development planning end policy-makings

Appreciating the velueble helyp already cxtonded by FAO in cetablishing
nationnl commodity analysis unitsg

Requests the Dircctor-Goneral to considor providing furthcr assistance asg
soon as possible o thosc countrics wishing to cstablish such units within
their government framowork.

ii. Prospocts for Intermational Trade in Agricultural Products
of Intercst to the Region

Short-Term Prospects

91. The Conforcnce notced that the short—term prospects for an cxpansion of
trade in the major export products of the region worce not cncouraging. Turkey
was cxpected to import large quantitics of wheat on concessional terms during
1962, and concessional grain shipments to the United Arab Ropublic were also’
likely to incrcasc. Both citrus fruit and driecd fruit worc also facing marketing
difficultics. Generally spcaking, prospccts for any substantial growth in world
trade in cotion during the 1962/63 scason were not bright as there sccomed to bo
littlo scope for higher mill consumption in Westorn Furope, Japan and India,

On the other hand, some cxpansion in tradce with Bastern DBuropcan countrics scomed
probable, since thosc countrics had rceently incrcascd purchascs from sources
other than the U,3.8.R. Rice cxports from the Neer Hast were on a reduced scalc
during the first half of 1962 but the position is cxpccted to improve during

the sccond half due to better prospects for the 1962 harvest.

Long~Torm Prospocts

92, As rogords longer-term prospects, the Conforence noted that FAO had
recently undertakon o scrics of projoctions for the year 1970 1/. These pro-
joctions worce bascd on certain specific assumptions about population and
income growth in individual countrics and regions to which wero applicd
coefficicnts meosuring the income clasticity of demend for differont commo-
ditics according ‘to the diffcring levels of national income per hoad in the
various countrics. The resultent projections of totel demand for a given
commodity werc then confronted with an cstimate of tho possible lovel of
production of thot commodity around 1970, bascd on rccent trends in arcas,
tree numbers, yields, etc., and, wherce relevant, on the assumced overall growth
in Gross National Product, and on the policics and cims of governmonts,

93, It wag noted that on the basis of the assumptions made, the domand
for grains for human consumption in the Near Bast was projected to increasc
by some 40 to 45 percent over its 1957=59 level. With this increcase in
potential demand, cstimates of the possible rise in the productioh of groins

1/ Agricultural Commoditics - Projoctions for 1970
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in the region imply that if the ratc of growth of national incomos and of grain
production over the past decade should continuc during the sixties the region
would be approximately svlf-sufficicnt in wheat,; with the cxception of Pakistan
and the Unitcd Arab Ropublic, which would continuc to have large import require-
ments. If rates of growth in gross national product of current national plans
(which imply high rotce of growth in grein production) werc achioved,  the region
might be expocted to have a wclatively large surplus in coarsc grainse. The
region's exportable surplus of rice was also projccted to incrcasc considerably
in the period up to 1970, largely as a xcesult of rising supplics in the United
Arab Republic. Stronger competition might coventually have to be facced in the
disposal of this surplus. Prospccts for further incrcascs in the region's
cotton production would be largely influcnced by trends in cotlton production and
policics in the Unitcd States by the growth of toxtilc industrics in this and
othur developing regions., Given that United States production continucs to bo
recgulated, and provided that a considerable proportion of the increascd output
of thc Near Bast and othor low-income regions could be absorbed internally,
equilibrium could be mointeincd on the world market during the sixtics.

94 . The Conforcnce notcd that in accordancc with a rccommendation of the
joint Scssion of FAO Committce on Commodity Problcems and the Uniteod Nations
Cammission on Intcrnational Commodity Tradc hold in Rome in May, 1962, govorn-
ments werce being invited to give detailed study to the projections report and

to communicatce thoir comments to the Dircetor-~Gencral. On the basis of the
comments received from governmonts and other intercsted bodics such as the
Regional Bconomic Commissions, FAO would issuc @ critical revicw of tho roport
later in 1962, The Conforence cndorscd the importance of this type of work

and recommended that govermments of the region should give their fullest
co~operation in this study.

(e) Effoctive Usc of Iixternal Assistance

.

i. Tochnical Co~operation Programs

95. The Confercnce rovicewed with satisfaction thoe growing numbor of ftechnical
assistancs programs sponsorcd by or through FAO including the rcndering of
tochnical assistanco under its own Regular Program, the EPTA Program, the
UNICEF/FAO Projects, the Special Fund Projeets, the Frcedom-—from~Hungor
Campaign, tho Usc of Voluntoers ond Associate Experts, the Funds~in-Trust, and
recontly the World Food Program. It notcd thet these and similar programs

from many sources wore currcently available to agsist membor governmonts in the
Near BEast in their offorts to achicve sclf-sustoinced cconomic growth. Rach of
them had its own charactoristic foaturcs and its own distinctive role to play
in the economic devclopment of the countrics concerncd. They worc all intended
to complement the national rosources and to provide assistance to governments
over the wholc renge of their planning, training, pro—investment and devclopment
activitics. It was apprecioted, howovor, that their impact depended to a large
oxtent on tht highly important process of co—ordination and. intcgration within
cach country. '

96. Now that many countrics in the Near Last were implementing or were in

the process of formulating national and comprchensive dovelopment plans, tho
problems they were facing duc to thc scarcity of rcsources both in the form

of material and forcign capital and in the form of trained and skillcd personncl
were becoming morc acutc. This should, thorcfore, cnablc thom to utilize the
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various tochnical asgistonce funds from or throush FAO for purposcful projects,
to co~ordinatc thom adc@uatuly with other mulitilatceral or bhilatcral sources
and to intograte them 2ll as effectively as possible with thoir own cconomic
“development plans. I offcctive co—ordination is not accomplishcd, the
Conforonce fearcd the denger of wookening the cffectivencss of those programs
espocially if they wore sprcead too thinly over & wide arca or applicd on an

ad hoc basis. This could also crcatc confusion, duplication and overlapping
problems in thoe rcecipicnt countrics.

97. - Various govermmentis stresscd the ncoed for a tochnical manpowcT resources
survey. It is belicved that such surveys would indicate the availability of
tochnical skills in the country and, whon corrclated with the foreign aid
recquircd to implement development activitics, would fecilitatc the judicious
seloction of thesc ficlds of intcrost wherce the foreign ald programs could play
a decisive rolc. The Conforcnce asked Mcmber Goveraments in the Neoar Fast to
undortake such surveys and requested FAO to render all possible assistance in
this ficld. Membor Countrics werc also requested to strike an appropriate
balance in their forcign aid programs botween tho provision of tochnical
adviscrs and tho granting of fellowships abroad.

98. With the incrcasing number of projects and aid programs thce Confeorcnce
reccognized the neced that FAO cells in Miniotrics of Agriculturc should be
properly strengthencd and ro-orgenized for the co-ordination of differont types
of programs with the assistance roccived from FPAO., A pumber of countrics in the
Near Bast including, for cxomplc, Pakistan, Sudan, and the Unitcd Arab Republic,
had alrcady crcated such bodics in their respecetive ministrics and the Confcerence
called on thoe othor countrics to do =o as oxpcditiously as possible. It was
also rccommended that such planning cells at the lovel of the Central Government
should consist of officcrs from the provincial departmonts and represcnting
different intorcsbs. Since the role of agriculturce is not oxclusively confincd
to the Ministrics of Agriculturc, the Conforunce thought it advisable ~ if not
nccessary - that proper lieison be mainteincd botweon the Ministrics of
Agriculturce and the other public and privetc agencics in tho country that

obtein aid from sources other than FAO and that arc cqually cntrusted with

their co—ordination. Tho Confercnce furthor stressed the need that such
co~ordination should be also carricd out at the Headquorters office of -FAO

and similar agencics where the foreign aid programz usually cmanate. In thoe
particular casc of FAO, thc Conference cndorscd the Forward Appraisal approach
which was adopted at tho 10th Session of the Goneral Conference and which could
also serve as a guideline in rcecommending Tochnical Assistence and other aid
programs to Member Countrics.

99. In order that these national bodics for co-—ordination perform thedir
functions, thce Conferencce called on FAO to consider within its financial and
other limitations the possibility of holding rcgional sominars for administrators
cngaged in tochnical cssistonce matters in their respective governments. Thesc
scminars could provide training facilitics and pormit the oxchange of knowledgo,
views and cxporicnce on such mattors as (o) mebhodology of proparing and
submitting information on a certain projcet to the technical assistonce
authoritics, (b) principles of administrative proccdurcs for submitting appli-
cations, (cs preparation of roports and financiel statements, (d) determination
of types of assistance nceded, and (o) principles and techniques of follow-up
and cvaluation of differont projocts. ‘ '



~ 29 -

100. The Confercnce further recognizced the importance of providing the
national administrotive machinerics with reodily availeble information and
advice on the verious types and sources of toechnical assistoncce programs. The
Conforcnce stressed the dmportant wolc of the TAO Country Reproscntatives in
this respect, 2e it is montioned in tho ruport of the 11+h Session of the
Confercnces  The Conforunes, thereiore, recommended thot Membor Govermments usc
the services of thoso FAC Reproscontotives on all matters whother plonncd or
opoerational. Thoe Confercnce algoe comucntved on the vealuoble scrviccs that tho
Near Bast Regionel Officc had rendercd in this ficld te Mumber Countrics and
called on FAO to consldcer $he possibilitics to strengthon the regional structurc
and/or to incruasc tho funds disposabls for the rogional wdv1scrp to visit the
countrics in the rcgion morc froguently and for longer poeriods of stoy.

101, The Confeoronco adopted the following rocommendation:

Recomnendation No. 7

THEZ CONFLRENCE

Having in mind rcsolution Wo. 17/61 of “he 11th Scssion of the Confercnce

Realizing
i. the growing number of agencics offering ald and technical assistanco,

ii. the neccssity to co-ordinnte the tochnical assistence programs, and

iii. thoe rolc that the FAO Country Rouproscnteatives and the Regional Adviscrs
could play in this ficlds

Recommends to Momber Governments
i+« to ¢steblisn cund strengthon thol
utilizing aid and
agoneion:

r organizaticns for co-ordinating and
assistance reccived Trom and through FAO and othoer

P

ii. to associave the PAC Countiy Representative with the deliberations of
thoedlr national orponization in an odvisory copacitys

.

-~

ts of PAC Country Roprescntative in thLI ETAP country
gc represcentotives might scrve & group of countrics as
rant

progrums, The

1ii. to dinclude pos
e
necessity noay W

]

AN

P
3
(LY

Reguests the Dirveetor--Gonerel
at the Near Zast Rogional

i. to strengthon the orgonizational siruc 6!
tance and suidance to

%
Office in ordor to provide furtheor assi
Member Countrics in the region:

ur
]

ii. 1o consider csteblisaing o Near Dost Sominar for the national
.

administrators cngnoed in technicol agsistance programming operations,
along the lincs stased in paragraph 99.
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ii. World Food Progrom;

102, The Conference roviewed with intercst rccont dovelopments in conncction
with the World Food Program cstablished following the docisions takon at the
Pleventh Scssion of the TAO Conforcnce and the Sixteonth Scssion of the United
TNotions General Assombly. This Program reproscnted the cumulative rosult of
FAO's cxploration for the past many ycars of how food oid bascd on the productive
capacity of agriculturc in dcveloped countrics could bc comstructively uscd

to assist the doveloping oncs in their programs of cconomic development and until
they make the fullest usc of their agricultural rosources and raisc the produc—
tivity and the income of their farm produccrs. Tho Conference noted the
commendable cfforts of the FAO Council in April 1962 and the Inter-Govornmental
Committce which was composcd of 20 governments dosignatced by FAO and the United
ations in csteblishing a sct of general rogulations on arrangements and proccdurcs
for the cstablishmont and operation of tho World Food Program on an cxperimental
basis for a poriod of 3 years, and on on initial target budget of $100 million.

103.  As stated in Documcnt WERC/62/9, the Conforuncc notcd that food aid
may be provided by the World Food Program, on rcquest by intcrested rocipicnt
countrics, under threc broad catecgorics of projocts. These included projects
(a) for meccting cmergency food nceds and cmergencics inheront in chronic mal-
nutrition including the arrvangomont of food rascrvesy (b) for assisting in
pre—-school and school fecding and (¢) for implementing pilot projccts using
food as an aid to cconomic and social development particularly whon rolated to
labour intcensive projeets and rural wolfarc,

104. Under the first category, the Conforcnce noted the decision of the
Dircctor-Goneral to sct aside 25 percont of the commoditics during the first

yecar and to have a speeial pool of foodstuff from which aid could be given

in cascs of cmergencics on an immediatce basis, thorcby cnabling FAO to give
relicT at the time when it is most nccded. Likewisce, the Confcrence welcomed the
broader approach rogarding pro-school and school focding wherceby the World s

Food Program cnvisages aid through community dcevelopment projucts, home craft
projects, focding progrems for primary and sccondary schools and for universitics.
These could indccd become o means of increasing the numbor of students whioch

a given government could assist in cduceting and could also roducc the cost

of cducation that somctimes ropresented o heavy burden on the rural familios.
With rogoerd to the third catcegory of projects; the Confercnce noted that their
main objective was to demonstrate how and to what cxtont food injections from
outside could be uscd as an inccntive to production particularly to, but not
cxclusively, agricultural production. Sclected cxamples ofs projects that

might be considcered under this Program were discusscd for illustration purposces
only.

105, These included

i. Migration and scttlcment projects to cnablce the new population
to dovote thelr full time to activitics ncoccessary to bring thoe
new land undcr cultivationg

ii. Land rcform projccts using food aid to bridge the gap in food
supplics which may develop during thoe carly stagos of introducing
agrarian reformg
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iii., Projects for the introduction of new and more productive crops
like the growing of grain legumcs insthd of starch crops,
putting under grass areas which are‘mOre'suitable for grazing
than for growing crops, etc.: ’ '

iv. Rural community development projects to assist the population
to carry out different types of work for the community as a
whole like the construction of schools, hospitals, roads, etc.s

v. Incouraging irrigation and drainage vrojects and other labour
intensive work by supplying part of the wages in the form of
food;

- M

vi. DPromotion of betier livestock feeding practices by the introduc-
tion of compound feeding stuff to supplement local supplies:

vii. Projects for the temporary establishment of food reserves that
could help reduce the pressure of grazing in selected areas and:
thereby re-build their vegetative cover to support more livestock
and on & sounder husbandry basis in the future. It was noted that
projects of this nature lend themselves to a group country or
a regional approachs '

viii. Rural industries which would promote income and utilize the
unoccupied time of the peasants due to seasonal occupationg

ix. Meat production and processing including the construction of
abattoirs, meat drying plants;

‘

x. The establishment of guarantines, etc.; and

xi. Projects for the improvement of preservation, utilization and re-
construction of surplus foods including those commodities that
are not normally distributed on a readily consumable basis like
dried milk.

106. In those and similar projects the Conference emphasized that care would
have to be exercized to avoid any repercussion that the injection of food aid
from outside might have on the normal flow of international trade or on local
production and that their operation should be also carefully timed to avoid

any imbalances between internal demand and supplies. The Conference recognized
that the targets of the projects aiming at $100 million were relatively modest
to cater for all the needs of the developing countries and that therefore
present efforts should concentrate on well prepared projects with definite
objectives and that they should also have a demonstration effect. It.was
Purther recognized that the success of this Program would depend exclusively

on the type of projects that are presented in the coming three years. The
Conference hoped that on the basis of the experience gained, wider multilateral
food aid programs might be launched in the future. ‘

107. In connection with pledging contributions the Confercnce underlined
selected criteria for positive consideration. TForemost and in order to help
emphasize the truly international and multilateral nature of the program and
to show the unanimous ecndorsement of the FAO Member Countries in the Near East,
the Conference expresscd the wish that all countries in the Near Bast should
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make an earnest endeavour to contribute even 1T in token terms. It was
understood that contributions could be made in cash, in commodities, and/or

in services like ocean freight snd ocean ingurance. A few delegations including
Pakistan and U.A,R. gave clear indication that they intended to pledge. For

the others, it was suggested that upon roturn to their respective countries

they would consult with their home govirnments and would then indicate to the
Executive Director of the World Food Frogram whether “hey were prepared to
contribute to the Progrem and if so in which form before the Pledging Conference
convenes in New York on 5 September 1962, The Confercnce further expressed the
hope that all the members of the United Hations or members and assoclate members
of FAD would also consider taking a positive attitude in this regard. In this
respect, the Conference noted with satisfaction that the Ixecutive Director

of the World Food Program had just cempleted a trip to some 20 countries where
the aims of the Program were discusscd, and that the prospects for reaching

the targets of $1060 million sesmed to be good.

o
PERSS)

IS

108, The attention of the Conference was dvavn to the procedures being
considered for the development and operation of preojects uander the World Food
Program, Since this Program was a joint UN/FAO undertaking a close and

congtant co-operation would be necessary betweer the UHTAB Resident Representative
and Director of Special Fund COperations, and the PAO Country Representative on
all aspects of the Program. Likewise, several specialized agencies of the UN
(particularly WHO, ILO, UNESCO, and also UNICEF) hed agreed to collaborate
closely with tae World Food Program and their representatives would therefore
have to be consulied whenever a project lying within their sphere of interest
was under considerstion, The same collaboration was also envisaged with
representatives of other agencics ard countrics extending similar aid programs.
The Conference also noted the soversl possibilities for a combination of FFHC
projects and Worl@@ood Program projecis. This co-ordination was also pointed
out in both the resolutions of the UN and the FAO which approved the initiation
of the World Food Program. The Conference noted with satisfaction the present
intention to send a wission to seleccted couniries, including the Somali Republic
in the Near Bast Region fto help local avthoritics in the preparation of a
troject for submission to the World Food Program and expressed the wish that
simiiar missiong could also be sponsored for other countries in the Vear Dast.

109, The Conference was almo informed that the World Food Program was
currently preparing its first Progrem of VWork and Budeet for the considevation

of the previously mentioned Inter-Governmental Commitiee at its Sccond Session
to be held in Romec on 29 October, and that Lt wan hoped that the Program would
become operational possikly in November of this year.

2e Integrated Develeopment and Use of Zand and Water Resources
110. The ConZorence recognizea the importance of increasing yields per unit

of area with the twin objectives of raising total vroduction and making possible
diversification and flexibility in land Use. Tt rocognized further that

present types of land uce were abusive in many arcas, and soil erosion and
destruction of vegetation, which in turn effcct the water balance, wore
continuing. The loss way not a nov thing, vub with increasing population

pressurc on the land it had been acceleraved during recent yoars.
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111, The need for a "package' approach as bhe Tirst step in the improvement
of production involving simultansoaz use of a number of aids such as fertilizer
use, hetier seelds, plant provection anc betier cultivetion was accepted by the
Conference. In rainfed arecas development which might follow the increase in
yield include a move away from She presont concentralion on corcals, increase

in pasture and lodder nroduciion, womoval of mavginal lands from cultivation

and, with the interdopendent improvements in the situntion of the Livestock,
relief of pressure on grasging lands and for ] Under irrigation the package
program could h&eve ceven groster impact, but Lt wow cmphazized that inteunsifie
cation in production imust be zolated to improvemonts in waser managsment and

use in lrrigation. Pokicten, for cxuaple, had a tremendous problem in attempting
to prevent tho loss estimated at 40,000 ha annuslly - of good agricultural land,
whica ocours asz a result of water-logping and salinizaition, The Conference
recognized that the duportance of this problem chould be cnphdasized and called
for an international seminar to discuss matters fully. It agrecd also that the
adoption of improved methods of water uwse could mean an expansion of the arca
under irrigetion, which could dri
in land usc as a wholos

2. It was agreed ithat the changes cnvisazed would demand Lold and imaginaiive
thinking and new aystems of land and water use would aave to be evolved.
Consideration of the banic agricultural and human resources would be nceded.
Soclological aand cconomic Tactors would zlso have to boe considered so that the
eventual proposals put up would indicate roalistically to the naiiocnal planaers
the alternative volential forms of land use, Tae place of pilot projects in
the evolution of pronci Forms cf land use wus indicated by delcgetes from Sudan,
seudl Arabia, the Syrion Arab Republic, Jordan and Pekisten in desceribing
vprojewss operating in theoir countrics.

113, Two mojor asncets of development viore recognized, thercfore; the first
belng the expansion of production leading to the ovolulion of improved syustems
of land use; the seconc »oing the indlecation of altoynative systoms of land usc
in relation Lo the envivonmaernt which toulda thon boe Jurther counsidersd in
relation to othex aszpeets of cconomle cevelopment planning.

114, Practical proposals for undertaliing Both asvpcets were brought up by
delegates. The Conference discussed the possibilitics of atrongthening FAO's
regional activitics and considered thet sointionts of reglonal experts in
dry-{arming., wabcl-ugc anc Nanagene Livestock production, and pasture and
fodder production woire hadly ncoded. Such experts could, when accompanicd by
othors plready availablo, in forestry aad form monagement, form tcams who

could advise governments in the broader implications and nceds o sound systcms
of land usc, Among the sctlvitics in which thoy could agsiast would be the
co—~ordination of vcglional projeets like the Whesat and Barley Twmprovement Projoct,
the Pertilizer Prosram and would ianclude propesnls Tor the dmprovement of dry-
farming. They could azsizt in the preparation of UM 3pocial Tund Projecis,

advise on the organizotlon of scervices for basic resource surveys, the cates-
wliskmont of pilol and dcomorngtretional projects, ana in national training centres.
The intimate acquainiance of tho experts with the practical problems encountercd
in tackling land and wetor uperand development in tho region would groatly
feeilitate exchange of information.

115, A number ol dslegatews censiccred that inadeguete attention wes Loing
peid to Tarm mechanization. Alier considerable discussion, the Conforonce
rocomnernded a rezionsl institute for thoe development aad introduction of
improved agricultural inplements. However, the Afghanistan Delegation objected
4o the recommendation on the grounds that lmploments sultable to one country
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may not be suitable to all countrics in the region, and suggested that assisiance
in this field should be given to strengthen na’tional institutions rather than’ to
support a rogional institute,

¢

116, The Confercnco, however, adopted the following rocommendations

Recommendation No.

THE CONFIERIENCI

Recognirzing that by ahd large.form implements for the small farmer in the
Neoar Bast Region have not ovelved to inercasce eofficicney and to climinate
drudgory,

Regquests the Dircctor-General

R Avery

i. o preperc o schome for cstablishing a Noor Hast Rescarch Institute
for the development cnd introduction of improved agricultural
implementss

to fake into account tho proposal of the Govornment of Pakistan to
cstablish this institution in Pekistan bearing in mind its suitabllity
on account of ite size, agricultural population wnd facilitics available.

fe
[N
o

117, The Conforconco agreod that, lirked with the team approach to technical
improvemont in land~usc outlined whove, loy the possible appointment of national
land-usc committecs or boards. Such boards comnosed of spcecialists in various
disciplines could come togethor to discuss land-usc problems and suggest
golutions. Thoy would be thoe technical co-ordinating groups who could indicato
potentials to plarning organizatlions.

118. The major function of such bodios would be to oxplore and dofine altoer-
native patserns of land usc for submission to the nationnl planning board, for
cxamination and dccision, In preparing such rocommordations, thoy would nced
to agsoss the technical possibilitics of various tyves of land, detormine the

cxisting pattorns and trends, and ostimote the conscquonces of proscnt abuscs

in Jand usc. Thoy would nced information or soils, climote, hydrology, topo-
graphy and ccology, and the inior-relationshin bebtwoon agriculturc, forest and
range lands.

.

119, In making these recommendations the consumpiion pattern in the rura
scctor, and the markoting and commercial possibilitics for agricultural products
would boe token into account. The organization of social institutions, transport

and communications should also bo consldercd,

120, The administrative organization oi such land use boerds would vary from
country to country. An important factor in theoir cfficicnt oporation would be
closc lianison with cgencics veosponsible for obteining tochnical information and
carrying out projoets on the one hond and thc body chorged with formulation of
development plans on tho othor. In mony countrios the Board would boest bo
located in the inistry of Agriculture,

121. Succossful overation of such boards would depend on the availobility of
properly trained staif. Poople with sound basic tochnileal krnowledge and with
an undorstanding of the sociel and cconomic inter-rcelationships in difforont
types of land uitilization would be roguiroed, Thiz additional knowledge could he
obtoined at a rogional institute plannced for this specific purposc. Such an
ingtitute could also identify problems requiring study on a rogional basis, could
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stimulate roscarch in land-usc probloms in the various countrics and could cvon
undertake planning of spccific projects for inteograted agricultural dovelopment.
Speceific offers to be the host country were roceived from Lebanon -and- Pakistan.
It was agrccd however that o dccision on the host country should be loft to the
Secrctariat who would tako 1nto nccount all tho rolevant focltors relating to
rogional nceds and suitability of the country concerncd in making the choico.

122, The Confereonce notod the cgtablishment of a ifeditorrancen contro for
higher agronomic study at Buri and liontpcllicr under the auspicces of OECD and tho
Council of Burope, The Conference agrecd that appropriate liaison might be
cstablished with this conire and the Lond-Use Institute now being considered.

123, The Conforcnce adopted the LOllOWlﬁS‘r“OOﬁmblf"10ﬂo

Recommondation No,9

THE CONFERINCE

Recognizing the ncoed for co-ordinated approach to the different tochnical
agpects of land usce, includings

i. spccialized assistonce in a number of koy-subjects in the rogion to
provide advice on scorvices for basic rosource surveys; thoe preparation
of proposals Tor pre-investment surveyss; the cstablishment of pilot
projcects and staff ftrainings

ii. asscssment of the potentials for production from the land and water
rosources within the framework of cconomic and social criteria, which
cen pormit national plonning organizations to formulate their plans;

Reocommends to Governments to cestablish land~usce committcos or boards which
can analyzc land-ume probloms, stimulatc rescarch in land usc and determine
potential Forms of land usce for optimum production on a sustaincd basis

Reguests the Dircctor—-CGencral to consider

i. recrulting appropriate cxports for scrvice at o rcgional lovel to work
in teams o8 rogquired and paying particular attention to the nceds in
wator managemont and usc, soils, range-management and pasturc and fodder
production, livestock nﬂd form mechanization (dry farming)g

ii. oxploring the possibilitics for cstablishing o Regional Land-Uso
Training Rescarch Institute to train professional officers to cnable
thom to acquire a general understanding of the date required and useful
methods in lend-usc planning, to stimulate basic and applicd rescarch
in the rogion and, if nccessary, undertake the planning of speoific
projects for integrated ag rlcultur°l dovelopment.

124, The Conlcrcnce noted the importance of irrigation in all the countrics
of the region. © Special comsideration was given to the need for drainage of
irrlmatod lands.

125, The Conforeonce adopted the Tollowing rccommendations

Recommondation No,10

THE CONFERINCE
Reoognizing

i. tfhe inherent danger of ‘atcr logging cnd soil salinization in the region
unloss spocial moasurcs arc adopted to provent 1its occurrcnce;
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ii. the especially difficult problem cncounterved in Fakisten and the
consideroble efforts made to combat the danger in that countrys

Requests the Dircctor=General to consider making arrangoments to hold

in Pakiston & sominor on Mothods of Water Usc and Managoement in Irrigation
with particular reforcnce to provention of water logging and salinity, as
soon as possible.

B Crop Production

(a) The Spccial Role of Horticultural Crops

126, Tho Conforcrce stressod the growing importance of fruit and vegetable
production in the dear Bast, which is rceflocted by the increase in the aroa
dovoted to thesc crops.

129. The Conferunce Leard roports on prosent statues of horticultureiin

various countrics of tho Near Bast rogion, and noted that the situation varied
considerably, In spitc of the increase in production during the last fow

years, some countrics were still fer from mecting their own nccdsy othors
cxported modorate amounts of ceriain varietics of frultsand vogetebles while

o few countrics in tho region were regular cxporters of horticultural products.
128, The Confoerencoe noted that in vicew of the inercasce in intcornal consumptilon,
duc to improvement in standards of living and to the growth of population, and
in view of export prospeets, most of the Neer Dostern Governments had established
plans for the devolopment of horticulture, and spoecial incentives wore being
given in certain countrics to those farmers who are willing to go into fruit
production. The important programs of land devolopment and irrigation throughout
the region would result in lorge arcas devoted to intensive production of

fruits and vegetablos.

129, IMention was made of the noed te dovilop home production of horticultural
- ‘L ) v

crops as a mcans to improve the dict of the people and severzl delegations '

pointed out tho benefit these high rofurn crops carn bring Lo national cconomics,

130. Pmphasis wos lald on the necessity to improve the yiclds of fruits and
vegetables in order to facilitate diversification of agriculiurc and to offer
horticultural products at morce competitive prices on the foreign markets by
lowering the costs of production.

139 Difforent measurcs wore mentioncd in ordor <o achicve this aim, ocmongst
which the following two points were particularly stresscd and roceived much
support:

i, The production and usc of vogetable scods of high quality ond the
improvement of fruit troco propogation matorial, with special
reference to its health status. It was pointed out that the
sctting up by FPAO of a project aiming at the improvement of
vogetoble svcds, organized along the lincs of the Wheat and Barloey
Project, would bo of great interest for the countrics of the Kear
Lapgt.

ii. Thce Orgenisation of training courscs a’ o technieal lovel, espocially
in the ficld of fruit production, for the nersonncl charged with
guiding ond holping the formers.
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132, The idca was cxprossed that some arcas of the rocgion may be morc parti~
cularly adapted to the production of cortain fruit or vegetable spocics and that
it would be of great interest to determine the specific potontialitics of

these arces in order to develop @ more specializod production. Towards this
goal, the conduct of a survey was proposcd.

133, The Confercncc approved the following recommendations

Recommendation No. 11

THE CONFLERENCE

Noting the importancc of fruit ond vogeteblce production to the cconomy

of some countrics of the rogiony and

Recognizing the nced to investigato the possibility of export:

Requests the Director-Gencral to consider tho possibility of assisting

countrics in conducting a survey on regquest to asscsss

1. wpotentialitics for optimum cultivation of fruit and vegeteble in
Member Countricss

1i. possibility of procossing: and

iii. possibility of trade in frosh and procossed frults and vegetables
within and outside the rogion,

134, Attention was drawn to the incrcasing menace of nematode infestation
rosulting in a decrcasc in yields asg a conscqucence of the cxpansion of irrigated
arcas., Tho problem of insect resistence to pesticides was also brought up and
it was indicated that more and more importance should be given to biological
control methods.

135, The necd to improve the markciting of fruits and vegetables was also
cxpressed and scveral dclegations insisted on the ncocssity of developing

the fruit and vegetable processing industry in ordor Ho incroasce the market
valuc of low grade products and to meke better use of the tomporary surpluses
at cortain periocds of the year.

136, The Conference approved the following rocommendations

Recommendation No., 12

THE CONFERGNCE

Recognizing the growing importence ol horticultural production in the
countrics of the Noar Iast Regiong

Realiging the nced to improve yiclds and quality of horticultural crop
productions

Reguests the Dircctor-General to study the possibility of esteblishing a
regional program rclating to the improvement of horticultural crops similar
to the existing project in whoat and barley improvement:; and to consider
including within this program the sctting up of training courscs at
rogional and national lovels on tcchnigues of cultivation of horticultural
Crops.
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(b).Currcnt Dovelopment of Selocted Crops such as that’Bar1Qy
and Grain Leogumes

13F7. The Confuronce took note of the Wheat and Barley Improveoment programs

in the countrics in the rogion, and was informed that in meny cascs new
varictics which potentially could improve yiclds and also werc resistent to
sorious disceses and othur crop hazards had boen producced in rocent years. In
some countrics offorts had elrcady been undertaken to dovelop good sced produc—
tion programs.

138. The importance of the work of the Commiticc for Wheat and Barley
Improvemont and Production in the Near Bast was stressed. The Conforcncc. heard
that through international co-oporation meny uscful varictics and brccding
matorial For country programs had boen introduced, ag well as providing techni-
cal information ncccssary for incroascd productiocn. D

139, Tho importance of good sccd multiplication and distribution projects
was strosscd as the natural follow-up to a successful brecding program. It
was agreced that this wasg nocessary in order to exteund to the farmcrs the
dircet benefit from improved varictios. ‘

140, The Conforonce supporicd the recommondation of the Committeo for the
Wnoat and Barley Improvemcent and Production in tho Near Zest, that a malling
list of corcal crop workers bo preparcd and maintainced within cach country
and the porsonnel included in the lists should rveccive FAO publications in
the subject concerned.

14L. Concern was cxpressced about the cffeetive use and continuity of highly
trained national personnel in rosgarch projects and the Conferonce urged
Momber Governments to do everything possible to meke the best use of thesc
tochnicians.

8
G

L42. The Conforsnce took note that the Government of Saudi Arebia, aftor
outlining its prescent tochnical activities in Wheat and Barley Improvoment
and roviewing cooperative offorts with other countrics, reguested to become
a participating membor of the Committcee for the Wheat and Baricy Improvoment
and Production in the Noar Bast.

ik43. Grain legume nroduction and improvement was discussed and the relative
position and importance in the cconomy of the arcva was strosscd. Many countrics
stated their intention to incrcase the production of this important source of
protoin, It was specifically wvocommonded that FAO should comsidor the osta-
blisament of a World Cataloguc of' gonctics stocks of grain legumes similar

to that of Wheeas, Borley and Rico.

boa Some Probloms in the Formulation and Implementation of Pishery Policics
in the Rogion

444, The Conference roviewed the fisherics situation in the region and
re~-affirmed its belicf that the scas and inlamlwaters in many arcas woro
capable of more rational and intcnsive cxploitation with consequontial
benefits in the form of incruascd supplics of valtable animal protuin and, in
some cascs, important savings of forcign oxchange.
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145, Current fishery acvelopment plans and contcemplated programs in o

number of countrics werce discussed, indicating, in some cases, s greotly
inorcased intercust in the possibilitics for fishery development and in others
more checouraging progress in the implemcntation of programs already under way.
Reforence was mace %o plans for the future developuent of fisherics in Jorden,
Kuweit, Tebonon, Soudi Arabia, and the Syrian Arab Republic. In Pekistan, an
extensive program of dovelopment was well advoncoed, supportcd by appropriate
legislation and & wide range of Fishery scrvices. In the United Arab Republic
the program of rosearch and dovelopment had produced cncouraging rosults in
cortoin fields, Now fishery legislation had been adoptod and a fisheorios
geetion cstablished in ILibya, while in Sudan, some porsonucl had boen traincd -
and a survey was being corricd out prior te sotting up a fish canning industry.
146, The need te formulate well-defincd and clearly understood fishery policice
was recognized, but it was agrecd that onc of the most scrious obstacles to the
formulation of realistic development policics was the lack of basic information,
capecelally concerning the petontialitics of The rosources, and the desiracility
cof pre-~investment surveys in mony arcas wog cmphasived, It was recognized that
in some casges, cspeclially where deop-sca fisherics wore concerncd, such surveys
wore costly and beyond the means of tho counirics concerncd. Considorable
cxternal aid would be required and FAO was urged to give assistance in this
rospoct, Co-coporation would also he necesstry among counirics having a comioh
intorest din a particular sea or inland watecr arca.

1247..  The Conforeonce adopted the following recommendations

Recommendation No, 13

THE CONFURLNCEH

Rocognizing that there arc extonaive sce and inloand water arcas in the
rcgion about which too litile is known at proscnt to permit reliable
forceasts concerning the potential yiclds of fish and shell~fish and that
this lack of knowlcdge conmstitutus a serious clement of zisk in development
programs bascd on theze arcasg

Noting that cerfain of theso arces are of interest Lo morc than onc countrys

Recommends to Memboer Governments

i. thet duc rugard be paid to the desirability of pru-invostment surveys
where tho cxploitation of suck arcaes is contemplatods

ii. that with rogerd to tac conduet of such surveys, considoration be
given to the nved for equipment, supplics and highly treincd porsonncl
not available in most countrics of the regiong

iii. that countrics should coopcratc, as appropriaste, in thc organizaiion
of surveys of sen and inland water areaes of common intorcsty

Requests the Director=Goneral to advisc Member Governments concerning
the need Tor and the organization of such surveys.
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148, With rugard to the implomentetion of fishory development programs, the
general weakness of govornment fishory scrvices was recognizod and, in parti~
cular, the acute shortage of trained poersonncl wos cmphasizced. There was wide-
sproad support for the orzenization of a rogiohal training centre on inland
fisherios monagement ond fish culturc, In this conncetion the ropresentative of
the Syrian Areb Ropublic proposed that the Dircetor~General might consider thoe
feasibility of cstablishing, in dus course, a Roglonal Training Iastitute to
moct the continuing domands of the rogion, and offcred the facilitics available
at the Xalaat I1 Moudik Fish Culture Station. At the seme time it wag notod that
in somc countrics the avallability of graduates qualificd for higher specialized
training dn fishorics work wog sovercly limited, o factor which, in itsclf, rog~
trieted the development of the fishery industrios.

149.  With megard %o #ishery development planning and programuing, it was folt
tnet fisherics should, ag far os possible, be brought within the scope of currcnt
and. proposcd muosurcs to improve gonerel plamning in the countrics of the region,
vith o view to ensuring that fishory plans werc intograted more closoly within
overall cconomic dovelopment plens. PFishery asctivitics were closely linked

with many other activitics, v.g. tronsport, market faeilitics, cducation, cte.,
outside the jurisdiction of the govurnment fishoery scervices which, thoreforc,
should maintein co~ovdination with othor government departments concoerncd,

150. Apprcoeciation was cxpresscd of the assistance already rondored by FAO in
a number of countrics bubt it was urged that FAO's agsistonce to the roglon in
this ficld, should he groeatly cextended through cxport adviee, training contros
and. the strengthening of “he stalf of the Regional Office.
151, The Confurence adopted. tho following rcecommondation:

Recommendation No. 14

THE CONFSRVINCE
Ruoognizinﬁ

1. thet in many countricsg of the region the formulation of rcalistio
fisherics policics and programs is roendercd difficult owing to the lack
of cssential bosic information concerning fishory industricss

ii. that the plonning and implementotion of fishery development »rograms is
still scriously impceded by the goneoral weakncss of the government
fishery services:

o
|

iii. that there 1s o eritical shorteage of traincd porsonncl to staff the
i

Tishery scrvicess

9y

Recommends to Meomber Governmonts

i. that necussary stops boe tokoen to make an inventory of the fishory:
industrics and analyse cxisting information concerning fish production
and trade, and on ithis basis to formulate or roview their fishoery
policivs and legislation with o viow to establishing reoalistic
development tergetss

ii. that urgeat stops be taken to esteblish or strengthen the Fishory
services consistont wivh the scope and magnitude of the fishery
development programss
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ili. %o ruvicw their nocds for traincd personncl in the various branches
of fishourics work, to organizu or scck troining facilitics for fisherics
personnel and provide for the offcetive omploymont of such porsonncl
aftor trainings

Reguests the Dircctor=Genoral

i. to advisc Ilimber Governments concerning the information roquired
and the enalyeis of such information for the purposc of plannings

ii. to advisc ond assist Membor Governments in determining their ncods
for traincd personncl, to provide all possible opportunitics for
the neecssary training under the various FAO programs 2nd in particular
to consider the possibility of organizing rogionsl training facilitics
for inland fishury management and fish culturc.

.

5 Movement of Agricultural Products from Production to Consumption

(a) Processing and Prescrvation

152, The Conferonce noted the important rolc of processing and proservation
of agricultural products in its broadest scnsc including forcstry, fisherics,
animal products, and all agricultural products, in their movemont from
produccrs to the ultimate consumcr. The dolegates rocognizod the role of
treatments, processing end prescrvation in reducing waste, assuring best
quality, and improving the uscfulness and appearance of agricultural products.
The Confercence heard reports thot significant progress had been made in various
countricvs on the processing of food products as well as non~food agricultural
products, particularly hides and skins. The need for further rcscarch and
information for the officicnt handling of the regilon's agricultural products
was also ¢mphasizcd.

153. Tho Conference discusscd the great scope which cxists for the improvement
of oxisting food procussing facilitics asg well as the necd to csteblish
additional facilitics and noted the various ways in which PAC can aid the
nations of the region in such developmonts.

154. Tac Confer.nce folt that aid might be provided oy the assignment of a
spocialist or speclalists in the processing of agricultural products at NERO
and the cstablishment of somc¢ contral rugional orgenization to deal with toch=
nical problcoms arising in the processing of both perishable and non-perishable
products.

155, The Confercnce omphasized the nced for thorough atudy and surveys which
muast be conducted before the cstablishment of now industrics. It also hotod
that whercas cxport may often appear to be an casy woy to disposc of surplus
fruits and vegetables, in wenlity many such products arc already being suppliced
by the toechnically developed countrics and carc ncuds to be takon to avoid
flooding inturnationcl markcets.

156. The Confurvnee rocognized the possibility that solar cnergy might
cventually be opplicd in the processing of various agricultural products.

157.. The Confurcnce notod thc improssive development of refrigeration
fecilitics in some countrics of the region buit cmphasizoed that much more is
to be done to provide adequatc services in ell counirics of the region.
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158 The Lebancse Delegetion drew atton’ion to the Regionnl Troining Contre
in Dairy Tochnology planncd to be held at Turnbol, Lebanon, late in 1962 or
carly in 1963, and stated that such a Troining Centro, discusscd at thc Athons
Meoting in October 1961, would bo of interest to the countrics of the regilon.

159, A further point discusscd by tho Conforcnee was tho rclation of tho
village level processing of farm products to the subscquont development of
larger scale commercial cnterpriscs. The viow woes cxprosscd thet small scale
village level processing is on csscntial stepping stone towards morc extonsive
industrial dovolopmont. HMention wos also madce of the possible necd for a
comprchensive survey of all rural industrics in order to assure that all such
activitics arc dircebod towards providing the groatcst nutritional, social, and
cconomic benofits.

160, The Conforunce also re~ohphasized the closc intor-relationship which
cxists betwoen processing =2nd merketing activitics cnd adviscd that specific
attontion should boe given to this in now arcas of sctitlement and development.

161. Among the items whick the Conferunce noted as being in nced of morc
rescorch and oxact definition were the finding of the bost location for
processing facilitics, she sclcection of products which should bu hendled at
the village levelp; the optimal size of proccssing faciliztics (both at villago
lovel and at larger scalc) in relation to currcnt and anticipated productions
the types of investmont roquirceds cangincoring studics on plant designg and
organizotion of procossing coopuratives, at a rogional lovel. The Confercncc
oxprossced the hope that PAO might be able to provide 2id in most of those

aspocts but that this should be donc, if possible, on o reglonal lovel.

162 The Conforuncc notod that facilitics for roscarch and training wore
available in scveral countrics and discusscd proposals that the cexisting
institutions might be strengthoned and uscd for future rugional roscarck and
training projecis in the proccssing of egricultural products. So as to provide
in an ordurly manncr for such devclopmonts in tho rogion, the Conforcnce adopied
the following rccommcndations

Recommendation No. 15

THEL CONFERINCR

Considering the future nced for collecetive action in the processing and
proservation of agricultural products in the Noar Jast

Recognizing that a better understonding of the proccssing probloms at
both village snd commcrceial leovel is csscntial for substantial planning
and dovelopments

Appreoeiating the contribution whickh properly developed processing of
agricultural products can make to the nuitritional health and standard of
living of the poople in tho region:

Roguests the Dircetor-Genoral o consider collecting information on spucific
rescarch and devilopmont projects undortnken and planmncd in the rogion on
tho procesgsing of agricultural products ond disseminating this information
to intceroested Membor Countrics.
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(b) Markoting

163. The Confercnce recognized thet agricultural development projects and
changes in production problems accentuated the nocd for improvced asscmbly,
transport, storage, and salcs methods, The importance for the region of
cxpanding trade through the introduction and cstablishmont of improved markceting
facilitics and mothods was strossed. Discussion on this sub jecct contored on

the desirability of making arrangements for merketing the increascd agricultural
output that would bc forthcoming as a rosult of the implcmentation of dovelop—
moent projects.

164. The Conforonce was of the opinion that the establishment of a "Cold Chain"
perishable agricultural producs was of great intorcst becausce in many
countrics in the rogion therc were fruits and vegetables which could find
markots in high income arcas. It was noted thaet the nccessary tochnical studics
should not be limited to incrcasing oxports fto Buropuan markets but should
also tokce into account the need to ostablish end cxpand cold chains and
refrigerated transport facilitvics within the rogion. Particular attention should
be given to the roduction of transportation costs of porishable produce, quality
requircments and the csteblishment of grade stendards in conformity with the
proposals of the United Fations DBconomic Commission for Burope. In this connection
the desirebility of setting up o uniform system of grading and standardization on
a rogional basis was stresscd. The Confercnce welcomed the proposal thet a
technical mucting be convened in Lebonon on the establishmont of Cold Chain
markcting facilities and organigzation in which trade and government represontas
tives of interested countrics in the rugion would participate.

165, Population incrcments and rising inconcs were causing in many countrios
in the region a rapid cxpansion in demand, particularly for livestock and
horticultural products, figh,and sugar, This was cxcrting pressurcs on cxisting
marketing arrangemonts and structurcs and would call for new approackeg to food
marketing and distribution. The marketing and distribution of mecat could be
greatly improved and prices to consumers reduccd through the introduction of
rofrigoration and freczming., In scveral countrics in the region, thesc develop-
ments were now beginning. Morc cxporicnce had to be obtained in the handling,
storagec and distribution of rofrigerated and frozen meabt and morc accuratc
information was ncoded on consumer attitudes in the Near Bast., The Conforance
recognized the valuc of further investigations into the feasibility of modifying
cstablished consumer preforences for fresh as against refrigerated and preserved
producc including mcat, milk and dairy products to permit adoption of new
marketing methods.

1.66. The Conferunce stresscd the importence of marketing and processing
facilitiecs in arces where governments arc now undertoking programs to put land
holdings on a broadcr basis and to scttle new Tarmers. For the succoss of
these programs it was csscential that arrangements for the cffective marketing
of the produce from these farms go simultancously with new settlements. Close
intogration of production plans with processing and salcs arrangements were
essontial if produccrs werc to make the best use of their now resources and
obtain a satisfactory remuncration. The assembly and analysis by FAC of
cxporicnce on the organization of markceiting and ancillary procossing sorvices
for new agricultural development zones would be helpful to governments in the
ruglon,.
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167. < Large scele coveal storage programs werc now being undertakon in tho
rogion. The Syrian Arab Republic had approved a project to construet 15 grain
silos, threce sccd planis and a feod mills In Afghanistan and Lebanon, the
Cercal Burcoux had cstablished substantial facilitics for grain storage. The
Conforence considercd that the csteblishment of such facilitics was of
paramount importance in reducing the often very hoavy losscs due to insccet
infestation and poour stornge mothods and focilitios.

168, In many countrics in the rogion organizations to improve the morketing

of agricultursl products wore or had roconitly bocn cstablishod., The Cooperation
and Markcting Dopartmont in Pakiston had for many ycars given a load to marketing
development in Pakistan. In Lebonon marketing orgerizations for fruits and
vegetables, silk and ccrcals had boen cstablished. The Marketing Burcau rccently
established in Jordan had wide rosponsibilitios in thoe ficld of oxtornal and
internal marketing. In Libya a marketing department was now initiating improve-
mont measurcs ot thoe foderal level. The Conferunce considerced that in viow of
thesc developments the nced for training, demonstiration and roscarch in the ficld
of food and agriculturael marketing was oven more urgent than in the past. The
Confecrence was informed that poermancnt contres to conduct practical rescarch,
demonstrate improved metaods and troin personncl in the marketing of agricultural
producce were now under consideration or had in principle boen approved by the
Governments of Pakiston, Jordan, and Lobanon. The essistance of international
agoneics, particularly the United Nations Spocial Fund, was of cussential impor=—
tance in this rospecet. Besides permancnt conires, thore was a continuing nced
for short toerm training contres in the marketing of spocific commoditics. The
Hides and Skins Marketing end Processing Centre for countrics in the Ncar Iast
and Africe to b¢ held in Turkey, in Novombor 1962, was of groat intorest to
countrics in the region. The Confurcnce urged Mcember Governments in the rogion
to participato in this Centrc.

169, The Conference welecomed the offcr by the Government of Lebanon to host

a rogional markoting centre. Tt was proposcd thal this centre, to be orgenized
along similar lincs to the rogional fruit and vegeteble marketing Centre in
Cairo in 1960, would deal with urgent markcting problems. in the region, parti-
cularly grading and standardization, roduction of marketing costs, transpor-
tations and storagc problems, nnd oxport control methods,

170. The Conference adoptod the following reoommondation:

Roocommendation No. 16

THE CONFERONCD

Recognizing
i. the scope for cxpanding horticuliural cxports to profitablc markets
in Buropoe:

ili. the possibilitics for cestablishing a cold choin and othor marketing
facilitics to cxport these products to Furope, znd in accordance
- with the recommendations of the Zlcventh Scssion of the FAC Confercncey

Recognizine the valuable work alrcady undcrteken by PAO in kooping Member
Governments informcd about developments with respeet to the comuon aZT i
cultural policy of the Huropcan Bconomic Communitys



- 45 -

Recognizing the necds in the region for a Yechnical mecting on cold chain
and a regional training Gentre:

Reguests the Director-General

i. to consider undertaking either in the context of the cold chain project
or otherwise & special study concerning the possible effects of the
common agricultural policy of the Duropcan Lconomic Community on the
future of the major export products of the Near Zast Region with
particular reference to horticultural products. The results of this
gtudy should be communicated to Member Governments in the region.

ii.. to consider convening a cold chain tecihnical meeting and a regional
marketing tralning centre,

6. The Role of Aericulitural DBducation and Training, Research and Bxtension
in Relation to Agricultural Development

171. The Conference noted the progress made by lember Governments in the
fields of Agricultural Iducation and Training, Research and Extensiocn, and the
efforts made to strengthen and develop their institutions and services concerned.

172, An increasing awarencss of the important role of agricultural education
and training, research and extension in meeting the present ancd future require-
ments of agricultural development was indicated by the Conference, which also
expressed its understanding of the problems confronting these institutions and
Services.

173, The urgent need for further improvement of agriculiural educetion at all
levels was strongly emphasized by the Conferemnce, as an indispensable requircment
for ‘the proper implementation of any kind of agricultural development programs
and projects in all couniries of the region. It was further recognized that
institutions of higner and intermediate agricultural education are not keeping
pace with the vast and varied demands which the rapid agricultural development

of countries is creating for technicians in all fields related to food and
agriculturc.

174. It was pointed out that in several cases, although efforts are being
made to increasc the number of training institutions and the number of
graduates and trainees, the provision of appropriate jraining facilities and
well-trained teachers constitutes the main problem confronting agricultural
education.

175« The need for training in specialized fields so as to meet present and
future requirements of the different pnases of agricultural development
programs was also rocognized. For iechnical work, higher and intermediate
agricultural education was found to be necessary Cepending on the type of
work to be performed. On the other hand, training of skilled labourers in
certain fields of spcecialization was also considered to be a necessity.

176. The Conferecnce recognized that in most countries of the region the needs
for trained personnel in agriculture must be estimated by planning boards and
training institutions. In Pakistan, for example, this is carried out oy the
National Planning Board and provisions for training made accordingly; when
necessary new institutions or training centres are cgtablished.
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17T The Conference adopted the following recommendations

Recommendation No. 17

THE CONFERENCE

" Recognizing the impcrtance of agricultural education for the development
of agriculture in the region, and the need to find ways and means for
improving agricultural programs and methods of teaching agriculturey

Noting the problems confronting agricultural education in schools of wvarious
levelss «

Requesfs the Director-CGeneral to consider through Technical Assistance or
other appropriate means: :
i. making provisions for holding an agricultural education meeting for
- the Near East Region during 19633

ii. holding a training centre in agricultural education for the region.

178, In the field of agricultural research the need for effective co-ordination
of all research efforts both at the national and provincial levels was stressed
by delegates. It was reported that in some countries national research councils
have been created, The Conference was of the opinion that applied research
properly related to present and foreseeable agricultural problems, is particu-—
larly needed in all countries of the region, but in order to achieve maximum
effectiveness and allow for a proper utilization of results, a very close
co-ordination should be established with the agricultural education institutions
and with the extension services.

179. The importance of giving agricultural research institutions an
appropriate degree of autonomy was stressed by the Conference. It was informed
that a National Scientific Research Council was being established in Lebanon
which would give priority to agricultural research and would be financed by
allocating about one percent of the national budget. ’ '

180, With regard to personnel engaged in agricultural research it was felt
by the Confercnce that the highest level of education should be secured.

181, The Conference expressed the need for FAO to continue and expand its
efforts and assistance for the promotion and co-ordination of agricultural
research activities between individual countries of the region, The latier
should be realized through the Office of the FAO Regional Representative and
by the organization of further meetings for this purpose.

182, The Conference adopted the following recommendation:

Recommendation No. 18

THE CONTWRENCE
Congidering
i. the role which agricultural rosearch plays in the utilization of

agricultural rosources and in incrcasing and improving agricultural
productions ‘ ' '
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ii. that agriculturc is faced in the Near Bast countrics with many similar
_problems that need to be studied on a regional basisg

Noting that FAO assistance in strengthening the organizational and adminis—

trative structurc of agricultural research in the region, had been given

through the First Tochnlcal Meeting on Agricultural Research held ;pf1961

at Tel Amara; : '

Reoovnlzlng the need for a standing machinery to co~ordinate the efforts.
in agricultural research and to give gu1dancc in planning rescarch act1v1tlos'

Requests the Dircctor~General to consider establishing a Near Bast Commission
on Agriculfural Research under Article 6, para.l, of the Constitution. This
Commission should review and promote exchange of information and cxperiences
in agricultural research problems of the region; cstablish. working groups
on special problems; co-ordinater : efforts in agricultural problems common

to the countries with the object of Qﬁandardlzlnﬂ the methods and approach
being used and review:r:. and evaluaté.; the results obtained, and o make
recommendations to Member Governments on methods of improving and strengthen-—
ing agricultural reucarch and to FAO on the assistance it could provide for
this pruposc.’

‘

LB83. Agricultural Extension was consilered by the Conference as the kcystono
of agricultural development. Bfforts in the ficld of rescarch will not be
cffective unless they reach the farmer for application.

.84. The Conference recognized the importance of providing adequate training

to extension workers both.in the subject matter and in extension educatior, and
for cxpanding and improving the present facilities for training in agricultural
oxtonsion. Particular cfforts should bo madsé 46 introduce "agricultural cxidénsidna
and rural sociology as subjects of studics in colleges and faculties of ‘
agriculture and at other appropriate levels, It was noted that some countries

of the region have already adopted this sound policy.

185, The Confercnce realized the necd to carry out systematic rescarch in
rural sociology and extonsion methodology, feeling that many conditions regarding
ethnic groups, social problems relative to settlement projects, social standards,
habits and customs merit study and well-planncd rescarch. There was a gencral
agreement on the need to conduct studies and rescarch on the oxtonsion methods
which have becen used for the last ton years without systematic evaluation of
their effectiveness. ”

186i The Conference stresscd the neced for morc facilities for training of
extonsion service personncl at all levels. Particular cmphasis was placed on
the need for training in the usc and production of audlo—v1sual aids ‘and for
boﬁhor oqulbmont

i187. The Conference adopted the following recommendations

Recommendation No. 19

THE CONFERENCE

Appreciating the statoment made by the Dircctor—General in his opening
address, pointing out that farmers must have access to results of agricul-
tural research in order to step up productions
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Recognizing that cxtonsion scrvices are now considercd & keystone in
oAt ainaudt St hdudasoveladevi 3

agrloultural dovelopment for channcling technical information and reccomrmended
practices to farmers in a language which they can understand and in a. form

in which thoy can applys

nsion services to

Noting the urgent nccd to strengthen agricultural oxte
trics of ‘the rogion;

incrcasc and improve farm production of Member Coun

Realizing that officicncy in extension work is dircctly relatcd to the

numbor of well-trained and informed cxtension personncls

Aware +that poriodical training covering diffceront aspects of extension
activitics will greatly help in solving mary of the proolems hindeoring
the efficioncy of cxicension services;

Recommunds to Member Goveraments

1. to include an adeguate number of fellowships for training cxtonsion
personnel in specific fieclds of extersion work, such as program
planning, audio~visual aids, youth club movement and lcadership in their
Technical Assistance and other programssg

to scck provision for erVldlng morc and botter equipment for audio—
visual produciiony

=N
o
.

Requests ths Director-General to consider

i. holding & regional agriculturel cxtonsion braining contrc to train
senior .officers for this scrvices

id. SSl ting to establish national agricultural cxitcnsion centres to
rain other lovels of extension workerss
188, The Confercncc noted that although the term azriculiurce should be used

in its broadest sense to include all activitics related to rural life, women's
role on the farm is often overlocked. DBesided her normal work as a homemaker
which includes the use of all available resources, cspecially of surplus food
products, the Conferunce noted that in the Middle Basgt her dutics include the
carrying of water and fTuel, taki-g of wroduce to the mariet, care of small
animals, dairy work and work in the ficlds during the harvowv. It was reccogniged
that improvement of conditions in the home and in the status of women is
essential to agriculiural and cconomic development, and that the education of
farm women and their training in home cconomics is an important aspect of rural
development programs. The Conference was aware thal; as in agricultural
extonsion, & major obstacle to the establishment or devc]opmont of home ¢conomics
extension programs was the lack of trained porsonncl, and it stressed the neod
for national and rcgional facilities for such training. It was informcd of the
facilitics available in countrics of the region, and of the types of assistance
that could be obtaincd from international agencies,
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189. The Conforence revicwed the projects in home economics oxtension that
weré already establishod in the rogion and noted that they played an important
role in community devclopment programs. It was 2lso pointed out that home
cconomists can play an important rolc in matérnal and child health centros by
instructing nurses and midwives in simple nutrition cducation and bomo improve-
ments in social service centres by training social workers in thosc " aspoécts

of home economics thot will make thoir work more cffective; and in och00133
where school feoding, vegeteble gardeninzg and nutrition cducation programs can
do much to raisc the heslth standards of childrun. Teaching people to help
thomselves and to moke the best usce of available resources io one of the basic
aims of home cconomics. The Confercnce noted that recommendations in the

field of home cconomics education had buon made at provious technical mectings
of FAO on extension, at the Vecational and Tochnical Training MCo*ﬁnv in Cairo,”
December 1957, and at the Arab League Sccial Welfere Seminar in Kuwait, in 1958.

190, The Confercnce adopted the following rocommeondationss

Recommendation No.20

THE. CONFRRLNCE

Recognizing the essential role that home cconomics extension plays in an
overall program of rural dovelopmoentg ‘

Noting that home cconomics cxtcnsion scrvices arc at diffcrent stages of
development in countrics of the regiong

Consicering the necd for an exchange of information and expericnces in the
ficlds of home cconomics extension and nutrition cducation between countrics
of the regiony

Reguests the Divcetor-General to congider calling a regional technical
meeting before the next Hegional Conference, on home cconomics cxtension,
including nutrition éducation;

Rccommcndation No.21
THE CONFERLN

Votineg that in spitc of the many cfforts bheing madp by governments, non-
governmental bodics and international agencies uo improve the level ofliving

of  people in rural communities, Somerﬂrt? 7 the population in countries
of the Near Bast, cspecially mothers and childron, continue to suffer from
malnutrition and under-nourishmoent;

Rocogﬁizing that uhprﬁ is among »ural populations insufficient nutrjmlonnl
knowledge and poor distribution of informaticn on how to increasc the
production and usc of better foodsy

Realizing that factors which contribute to family woll-belng arc often
inter—dependent with agricultural production, and always rclated to gconomic
and socilel progross;
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- Being awarc of the fact that in most counirics in the reglon the lack of
traincd personncl is a major limiting factor in the devclopment of nutrition

cducation and of & home economics cxtension programg

Recommends to Member Governments

i. the catablishment of nutrition cducation and home cconomics extonsion
services where thesce do not oxist and the strongthening of existing
servicess

ii. to give duc consideration to the strorgthening of national institutions
engaged in the training of cxtension personnel, in their technical
agsistance programsg

Reguests the Dircetor-Gencral to scek ways anc means, possibly in collabo-
ration with UNICEF, to strengthen existing scrvices and institutions through
the provision of scminers and courses in agricultural and home economics
extension which cmphasize nudritien, horticulture, animal husbandry and -
poultry with the objoetive of improving nutritional lovels of the poople.

191, The Confercnce listenced with intercst to a stateoment made by the Actinge-
Dircetor of the Near Zast Forest Ranger's School at Latakia, Syrian Arab Republic,
reoporting on its activitics and progress made.

192, The Conferonce adoptecd the following recommcendations

.

Recommendation No. 22

THE CONFERINCE

Noting the satisfactory development of the Near Bast Forest Ranger's School
under the auspices of FAO) in Latokia, Syrien Aral Republic, now in its
third year of operation with forty-four students in attondancey

Commends tho Host Country and the Dircetor-Genersl for the continucd
gonerous assisvance afforded to the Schools

Concurs fully with the recommendation of the Rleventh Session of the FAO
Confercrnce that the "School should continuc to be supported by FAC and
strenthenod through GPTA" in addition to scrvices alrcady provided by FAC,
with particular roference to supplying staff for the School by financing
the posts of Dircctor, Assistant~Dircctor and an instructory

Commends Mcmber Govermments and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
ZUNRWAj“for the extent to which they have availed themselves so for of the
facilitics available at the Schools and

Convinced that the futurc of the School can best be assurcd, in the long
run, if approximatcly half of the twonty placces available annually are
absorbod by fellowships under technical agsistance programss

Recommends to Member Goveornments conccerned to cxpedite vayment of contri-
butions punctually towards annual running cxpenses, as delayed payments
risk placing tho School in a difficult financial situation.




I Awrlcultural Information

Ay Thacfonlu“»nuc ro-affirmed the JOCONMLHL tiow made by the Bloventh
Session of the TAO Confercnce (Hovember 1961) that FAC should help Momber
Governments to strengthon their a,JLquLvr‘l information scrvices in theis
cfforts to increase food production and improve the marketing and distribution
of food. Under this recommendation it was noted thet the regional confercnces
would be invited to formulete their needs as rougards the sirengthening of
thelr agricultural information scervices with ompnnsis azx a firvet step on rural
and farm broadcasting programs, The gituation MAd nocedy as revealed by Membor
Governmenis at each rogional conferonce wg ould ! olp to determine the immediate
measurcs to improve agricultural information efv1com. '

194, The Confercnce discussed the vhysical difficultics of distributing
agricultural information to formers as we 13 ag the problems of designing vrogranms
sulteble to fthe wide ronge in thoe levels of edvcation and recoptivity of the
rural community. Tt was agreced that ir »reparing the fzrm programs, full account
must be taken of the bhosic differcncos in the sociological, psychological and
cconomical hackground of the audicunce. Disgtrivution methods would aced to e
varied according to the naturc of thoe information material produccd and the

arca to bo reachoed,

195, Iliiteracy has focussed attention on farm broadecasting. There is in all
countrics of the regiocn ar urgent ncoed for doviloping regular farm broadcasting
programs. The Conference reforred to cxperiments made in scveral Near Dast

and African counirics wherc the govornments have supplicd extonsion workors

with transistor radios and slidc brogocvorﬁ to asgist in performing their work.,
The delegates roguested FAO to consider the possibility of supplying transistor
radios to countries that arc planning or have alrcady orgenized.farm broadcasting,
with the object of enabling community list ning in all srcas.

196. Howover, the dovelopment of farm broadcasting progroms should not be
delayed until ways ond neans of supnlying radios can be found, MNany tea ghops
gscattercd throughout most of the countries of tic region have radios, and most
of the farmers spend thelr afternoons ox evenings at the tea shops. Farm
programs can thus be designoed for orocdeasting ot convenient periods that will
cateh most of the farmers. '

al countrics for the provision of
A

countrics in the region accept
cLalglqg Gltics, soles tax, and

197.  In vicw of the »oguost maoce b
radio tronsistors, it wos sugposted
the principlc of importing the sobts wis

local registration of Communitly Farm Tra msistor Radios, *wth crmorc, 1t was
sugeested that consideration be given %o the seloction oi tost arca for Farm

Broadecasting; that the exact necds be studicd for a plaunua and well produced
form pro”ram; and that the potential farm audicnce be surveyed and evealuatcd
with the objeet of supplying the required number of transistor rcceivers to
assure a total audicrco.

198, The Conforcnce recognhized the necessity for training farm radio hroad-
castors as an integral part of any Torm broadcasting program., It also stressed
the necessity of convincing the nodtionnl and Hrive t broadeasting companies to
give the space and time requircd for whe production of well-balanced farm
broadcasting programs. Thesc programs wouid have Yo be organized on a regular
basis with well produccd programs and witl o corrccet timing.
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199. The Conforcnce also stresscd the importence of csteblishing a regional
exchonge contre for the distribution of literaturc, documcntation, films and
picturcs preparcd by specific countrics that counld bo uscd in other countrics
of the region.

200. Some countrics in the rogion alrcedy hove access to a well-cquipped
film industry, have mobile film units for projections in the ficld but do not
have the £ilm production cxports that could supcervisc the making of 2
agricultural extension film, Tac help of FAC in this particular ficld would
be extromely valuable. '

20L.  The Confercnce adopted the following rocommendations

.

Hecommendation No., 23

THE CONFERLNCD

Rocognizging that agriculturcl information scrvices provide channcls for
rapid communication to bridge the gap between rescowch and the farming
commanity: :

Noting that the use of a varicty of methods in communicating with the
farmers helps thom accept new ideas and concepts in the agricultural
practicessy

Taking intc zccount that cffoctivencss of mass-medis methods depends on
capable and well-traincd personncl;

Roguests the Dircetor-Georeral to consider setling up an agricultural extonsion
and teeanical information commission under Article 6, para.l, of the
Constitution. This Commission should be compescd of profossional cxpoerts

in the following ficlds:e

T Agricultural cxtonsion specialists
2. Agriculiural Jjournalists

3% Tarm broadcasting spocialists

4, TFarm tclevision program cxperts

The functions of this Commission should bo:

1. 1o plan methods for assisting lember Countrics to strengthon thoir
national agricultural information scrvicoss

2. to make available competent officers to survey, analyze, cvaluate
and reeommend specific improveoments roguirca to establish a fully
cfficicnt information scrvicos

3. %o study and rccommend methods for providing ecguipment, material
and technicel ossistance ncoded to make agricultural information
services most officicnt.
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20z, The Conference discusscd thc need for, and the possibility of cstablishing
a rugional markoting information servicco. Kt wos agroed thab such a scrvice
would be uscful if 1t could be ov&en'agd on &n cconomical basis It was notod
that therc was a nccd for both farmers and merchants to have dally information

on the movement and priscus of fruits and vegetablos, TFor other products such

ag livestock, grains and cotton, fthe information could be supplicd on a weckly

or monthly basis depending on the scason, product, ote,.

203, The Conference adopted the following rocommondations

Recommendation No. 24

THE CONFEE

FNCE

Noting

i. " the-nced of making market information in ‘the different countrics
of the rogion availableo deily to tho various countricss

ii. the difficulty of obtaining and dissominating such information by any
ind1v1dual country on a multilateral basisg

o

iii., the mutual benefits to the countrics of the region that will be
derived from receiving such market informationg

and, in accovrdence with the rocomncndation of the Tleventh Scession of the
FAO Confercnee in 1961,

Recommends to Member Governmeonts vo consider the pomeibilitics for
thoe establishment of a regional marketing. information service to collect
market information from various countrics of the region and to dissominate

o ry e L

such inZormation on a daily basis;

Reguests the Dircctor-Gencral <o consider carrying out as soon as possible a
study to detormine weys and means of cstablishing such a rcgiornal marketing
information scrvice. This study should include the following points:

(a) feasibility of establishing =such a scrvices
(b)‘ neccssary organization and staff requireds
( ost csbimatc for cstablishing and operating this scrvices
(a) w“yu by which theze costs could be finenced.

SP”CIWIF FAQ ACTIVITILS IW THE NHAR BAST NOT DEALT ¥/ITH
GLISEWHGRE WHICH REQUIRL CONFRRUNCE GUIDANCE OR GOVERNMANT

ACTIOB
1. Report . of Action Token: on Recommendations of the Pifth FAO Regional

Conferonce for the Near Dast

o

204, The - Conference showed zreat intercst in introducing for the first time
this subject for discussion at the Regional Conforences and expressed its
appreciation fbr the initiative teken by the Near Bast Regional Office in this
roegard, ' This step helps to make clear the importance of rogional conferences
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and the degrec of positive comsideration thot Member Governments and FAO pay -
to the deliberations and rocommendations thet take placce in these confercnces.
Tt helped both lMewber Delegations in tholr rospective countrics and in later
conferences, and also FAO o formulate a clearer picturc of what has teken placo
and to thorceby proposc their futurc coursc of action with continulty of purposc
and objoctives,

205, Thesc recommendations furthor sorved to illustrate the difficult and
complox naturce of the agricultuval problems of the reglon and the sound approach
adoptsd to Find a soluticn to them. Thoy also indicate the confidence that
these countrics continuce to have in FAO and in ids sinccre cendcavours to help
them solve thoir agriculiural problems and to assisd them in the »proccss of
accelorating cconomic development.

2006. An analysis of ths action takern since the last Regional Conference
revealed that of the filty recommendations dlrected to PAO, thirty-three were
included in' the Program of Work for 1962/63 and have been or will be fully
implemented. Ton are being partially implemented and only seven could not be
considercd, largely duc to budgetary limitations. It was however gratifying
to note that considoretion will continue %o be given to finding ways and mcans
to implement the lattor cither in FFHC, the WFP or other mecans, Tac Confercnce
thercefore ecxprossed its apprceeiation to FAC for these positive results, for
its cxplicit rocognition of the iwportonce of rogional confercnccs, and for
ite strong support in ecarrying out the rocommondations that cemanate from the
rogional conferences., The Conference alge wished to propose to FAO to explore
the possibilitics of reporting to thoe Regional Conference on tht actions taken
at the general conforences with regard to those rocommondations.

207, On the governments! side, whe Conference noted that there were 53
recommendations dircctod to Momber Governments. These wore later agscmbled in
a guostioncaire oy the Regional Office for the Hear IZast and communicated to
Member Govornmments with a view to compiling o summary of actions taken by
Moember Governments. In a few cascs, some delegations proscented a scparate list
of the actlons taey took or cnvisaged fto carry out in this rogard. Other
delegations roported that their countrics have dmplementced many of theso
recommencations and brought the acstions takon to the attention of the Conforence
during the coursc of deliberations on the various itoms of the agenda. The
Conference propossd thot these could be singled oub and requested FAO to
complete a list of wctions taken by the rospeetive governmenits in the Near

East as was done in document HIRC 62/19 and distributc it for the information
of Member Governments.

2 Increaged Use of Pertilizors

(a) Necds and Problems of Supply

208. The Confcronce wes informed of the steps teken by the Orgenization in
response to & recommecndation of the Fourth Regional Confercnce for Asia and

the Far Bast that PAO should cxplore the possibilitics to provide developing
countrics with fertilizer materials on favourable terms. The maitor had becn
discusscd at the Eleventh Session of the FAC Conferunce which requestod the
Dircetor-General "to study, within the gencral framework for cconomic dovelop~
ment, all possible ways by which fertilizer exporting countrics might facilitate
the movement of fertiligers to needy countries’. As a first step in pursuance
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of’ the above Conferunce rosolution, the Dircctor-Gemeral had addresscd, last
May, a communication to all Mcmber Countrics which arc regular fertilizer
exporters inviting commonts on:

(a)  the type of co~oporation governments of the fertiliszer exporting
S countrics would be willing To give in order 4o incrcasc thoe
movement of fortilizors undor spicial fterms to countrics in tho
Far Bast Regiong :

(b) whether the samc type of co-operation might be oxtended to
doveloping countrics in other arcas,

209, The Conference, noting witih approval the action toaken, stressod the
particular importance to the countrics of the Near Tast Region of an increased
supply of Jortilizers on cagy torms as an important part of coonomic assistanco.
to developing countrica. It appreciated thet this was a complex question and
would need. carciul investigation in *he light of the many Ffactors involved.

The Confercence noted thet some of the possible arrangenents now under consider—
ation includcd the gronting of long~torm credit facilitics, the acceptance of
soft currencics in payment for the material provided, the sclling of fertilizers
at concessional prices or ouvright donations in bilateral or multilateral .-
progroms including the Freedom—from-Hunger Campaign. In working out thesc:
arrangcments special carc would nced to be taken to provide the necossary
guarantees that provision of fertilizers on spoeeial terms would not interfere
with the normal commercial itrade channcls. On the recipient side the provision
of fertilizers on casy torms should not be regarded as a permancnt "give away!
operation., In the long run, the most cifective step would be, insofar as
aconomically feesible, an adeguatc local production of feortilizer materials,
Several countrics in the rogion had important deposiis of phosphatec and potash,
cxploitation of which wos doveloping rapidly. Plans had also been drawn up

for the utilization of natural gos fTor the production of nitrogeomous fortiliszeors,
Pre—investment studics and surveys could make an importent contribution towards
the building uvp of wifficicnt fortilizer industries in the rogion.

210, The Confercncc agrced that in order to carry further the action initiated
by FAQ, countrics should give carcful thought to their policics and plans with
rogeard to the use of fortilizers over the next 510 ycars, in cases wherc this
had not alroody been done. SBuch studics should as far as possible be quantita-
tive, bascd on a carcful asscssment of the amounts which could be actually

put into good use for the increasc of agriculiural production, bearing in mind
the necd to develop concurrently larger and morc officicnt rescarch and
¢xtonsion services, and cfficicnt channcls of supply to farmers who do not

at present apply fertilizers. In countrics whore FAO soil fortility advisors
arc at work, . theose officors could assist in tho preparation and asscmbly of

the information requircd. For other countrics, the data could be colleeted

by FAO by mcans of o questionnoire.

21L. The Conferonce notea that there wes 2 continuing nced for up-~to-date
information on tronds in production, consumption and prices of fertilizers and

5

urged FAO to contiruc and develop its publications in this ficld.



(b) Progress Report on the Pertilizer Progranm

212, The Conforence had recognizcd tho importance of fertilizers in crop
production in its deliberations on a number of agenda itcems, and noted with
approval the stcps taken to fostor their use in the rcgion. It was informed
that the Fertilizer Program is orgenized by FAO under the Frecdom~from-Hunger
Campaign, is financod by the World TFertilizer Industry and is carricd out
partially in' the ficld in co-operating Momber Countrics and partially at FAO
Headquarters. The ficld progrem rcceives the groater part of the budget and
gtaffing, The Headquaricrs activitics include ovorall planning of the program
in co=~ordination with an advisory panncl sct up by FAO and the Fertiliszer
Industry and markceting and dcvelopment studics of fertilizer usc, based on the
results of the ficld program and othor information.

213, Throc regions have been recognimed for the Campaign in order to make
most effeoctive use of the funds available: they were demarcated on the basis

of broad similaritics in climate, agriculturc and farming mcthods. They
include the Worthern Latin American, the West African, and the Near East/North
African regions. The countrics which have agreed to co~operate in this program
in the last of these roglons arc Lebenon, Morocco, the Syrian Arab Republic,
and. Turkey.

214, The Projoct Manager is located at FAO Headquarters and cach region has
a rcgional lcader. In the Near Bast/North Africen Region the lcader is located’
in Damascus and is assisted by soil fertility spocialists in Turkcy and Morocco.

215. The objectives of the program which arc to domonstrate to Ffarmcrs the
value of fertilizer use, so as to persuade morc to usc fertilizers, and to
estimate the value of the reosponscs obtained with a number of crops, arc fully

in accord with the Confercnce's attitude towards this form of development.

216.  In the Development and Marketing Studies, FAO working on the rosults

of the field program along with cconomic information Trom the countries
concerned, is examining broad guestionsg such as the rcelationships between
fertilizer consumption and crop production on a national scale; and the study
and rcmoval of obstacles, both cconomic and social, to the rapid development
of fertilizer use. The cconomics of using fertilizers will also be cxamined in
rclation to local crop and fertilizer prices., Those development and markoting
studics will help demonstrate to governments how offcctive fertilizers can be
in securing the incrcases in the production of food and other crops which will
be necessary to feed the increasing population. They will also form the basis
for long-tcrm forccasts of the quantitics of fertilizers which will be nceded
by the different countrics,

217. - The Confcrcnce lcarncd with approval the rapid progress made in the
Ticld program os indicated by the cxpansion in the numbcr of trials and
demonstrations as shown holows

Scason

Country 1961/62 L1962 ... 1962/63

Wintor crops 1/ Summer crops g/ Wiinter crops 3/

Lebanon 15 10 95
Morocco 130 100 350
Syrian Arab Ropublic 160 80 390
Turkey 470 840 790

1/ Wheat, barley, lontils, vetches, olives
g/ Maize, sorghum, cotton, potatocs, sugarbeot, ground-nuts, sunflowers
3/ Projected.
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218, The Conference noted with approval the excellent accord achicved . between

the three inftercsted partics and the readiness of the World fertilizer Industry
to sponsor thc program for a further yoear. ' ’ '

3. Animal Production and Health

(a) Prosent Status of Animal Hoalth in the Region

2l9.  The Confercnce was informed of the action that had been taken by FAO

in respect of the emergency that had ariscen from the introduction of the

sSat.I type of foot-and-mouth discasc into the Near Fast, and of the plans that
had bcen made to contain the epizootic by creating peripheral barricrs of
animals immunized with the living Sat.I vaccine dovcoloped at the Purbright
Virus Research Institute, and further barricrs in uninfccted territory by
immunigation with inactivoted vaccine. The cost of producting and transporting
the very large quantities of vaccing that would be requircd was put at 6 - 8
million dollars, and it had been suggested that Buropcan countriecs might be
proparcd to contribute largely to this cost as a means of protecting Europcan
agriculturc from the much grecater loss that would be incurrcd if this type of -
virus sproad to Burope. So far, finance for this purposc had not been sccurcd.
There were certain supplics of thesc two vaccinos that werc available only
through FAO, but it was nocossary that individual countrics should finance
these purchases themsclves.

220, The Confercnce was also informed of the prescnt position of the Near

Last Animal Hecalth Institute., Of the five unite, two were not yet operational -
the United Arab Republic and Iran, but it was possible that those two countrics
‘would complete the necessary formalitics at any momont., Considcorable progress
had been made in the recruitment of staff for the Institute, and where possiblo,
a group or a tcam from a country had been rceruited, headed by one or two very
senior workers, who would plan and start the rescarch and hand over to other
workers from perhaps thelr own Institutes, tho Senior lixpert returning from

time to time to give supervision and direction. In this way it was forcscen
that a closc liaison would be cstablished with Institutes and Univorsitics
overseas, more training facilitics would be available, gucsi~workers would be
attracted, and thore would be mutual advantages.

221, The Governments reportcd on the present animal discase situation in

their countrics, and notcd with satisfaction the improvements that had beon

made in the control of epizootic discascs. At the same time rceeont experience
cmphasized the dangers of infcction with fresh discascs, arising from the -
improved transport facilities and the incrcascd demand for animal productse

222, The Conference considercd that to mect this situation greater direct
interchange of information was desirable between veterinary services of
neighbouring countrics, and that greater consideration should be given to the
improvement of guarantine scrvices. In the framing of rcegulations governing
the import of animals, duc rcgard should be paid to the intcrests of neighbouring
countrics, whosc cconomics might well be placed at risk by purcly nationalistic
policics. ' Some countrics reported on their guarantine and control of export
of animals.
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223, A desire was cxpresscd for a publication or & rogular series of bulletins

from the Near Dast Animal Health Institutc in accordance with thc accoepted
rinciple that the Institutc should serve the intorests of all countrics in

bh@ region.

224. Bmphasis wag Jaid on thoe necd for a continucd medical and voterinary
attack on the zoonoscs, and orc national committes of this type had alrcady
been formed.

225. A1l countrics agrocd upon the nccd for froguent mectings of the Aninal
Hea]th Commiztoe of the region, particularly with o view to re-—activating tho
6 Agrcoment, signed at Baghdad, by most of the Arab counirics.
g ; g ]

226. The Conforcnce adopted the following re comm@ndaﬁionz

Recommeadation Ho. 25

THE CONFBRENCE

Having taken noticce of the discussions and general rccommendations of the
Test two regional confercnces, of the Bleventh Session of FAO Conference, and
of the First Scminar on Animal Production and Health in the lear Iasts

Recognizing the importance of trade irn animals and animal products between
difforent countrics in order to improve the standard of living and general
nutrition in the regiong

Notimq tho no;d Tor co—ovperation botween the different countrice in the
region and the international organizations Ior an cfficient campaign against
animal diseascsy

Recommends to Kember Govornments

‘

i. to strengthon national vetcrinary s
efficicnt in the campaign against b

countrics and at thoeir fronticrss

orvices in order to make fthem more
hose dlsceascs botnh within tho

ii.  to notify as ran;dly as possiblc all neighbouring countrics and also
PAO and OIL of svery new outbreak of discasc:
iii. to cellaboraic with the objcctive of unifying and co-ordinating
animal healtha lugislation as well as the rogulations controlling

imports and cxports of anlmals and aninal productss

ROQUCQto the Director~Cencral

i. to continue to give full support to the Institutbe of Animal Health
in the Near Bast, maling available to 1% the assigtence of cminent
spoecizlistes in this suvbject capacially for the preparation of vaccines
in particular cascs;

ii. to consider organizing onc or morc mectings of the PAO/OIB Commitice

of the Working Croup on Animal Fcalth and Production in the Near Easty
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iii. to consider the possibility of tho putlication of a periodical
bulletin from She Near Zast Insvitute of Aniwal Health in order to
inform ihe countrics of the Noar dast of the vescerch activitics of
the various tioms of tho Imstitute and the services thob this
Institute be able to give in the fields of diagnosis, biological
products und vaceines ag well as other wolevant information concorning
the activitics of the Institute which vould be of interoest to the
countrivs in the reglong

iv, to consider teking immediate stops to have at his disposal the funds
necessary to help the countrics of the rogion in checking curront
animal discascs as guickly gg possiblos

v. %o consider submititing a proposel to the Twolith Scsslon of the
Conforonce FTor the cstablisuent of a permancnt fund or source of
funds to be avoilable at all times ot his disposal, for imacediate
use to assiszt countries in the control of new cplzootics such as
African Horse Sickness and new tynoes of TFoot-and-Mouth discase and
other disvasos, liable to cause great cconomic losses,

Pl S

(b) Aninal Production Includins Rescarch and the Possibility of
Latoblishing ¢ Regional institulo

227 . The delogations ruported on the wary provlensg they foced in improving
animal production, particulsrly the development of the suitable types and broeds
of livestock for efficiocnt oroduction and suitapility to the cnvironment., Onc

of thoe major problems was thc creoat losses duc to starvation in drought

periods, Thore was gonersl agroecment on the need for improved water supplics

for more c¢ffective usc of tho ToRge, 85 well irvrigation for fodder production.
I+ was considercd that overy c¢ffort should ke made to advise Tarmers on the use

of livestock in conjunchion with forming. This integration of iives tock with
cropping was-congidercd to be cssontial fo assisd dn maintaining soil Tervility
and improving the cconowic stabllity of the forming systoms.

002 Theve was full agricment on the nced to csteblish a Noar Bast Animal
Production Irstitute. It has beon generally fult that notional rescarch units
should be costablished to solve national pro olﬂwu9 particularly in view of the
voriotions in cnvironmont, but some major kagic rescorch probicms could
probably bhe handled on o regional vasis., The fLSOerh reeults from all uni
should be disscminetcd throughout the region., Tor this purposc, it was
considercd csscntiel shat o Reglonal Livestock Ezpert be appolinted to the Near
Bast Regional Office to co-ordinatce the work and to assist in ostablishing
a Near Bast Animal Production Institute at tho appropriate time.

N.L

229. The Confcrenco ’dopt(" tHe Tollowing rocomaendations

Recommendation Wo, 26

T CONFRERTH

Noting
:, the necd for incrcasing animal production in the rugion <o meet the
C A .~ L s
growing demand for human consumption ond the difficultics invelved in
attaining the neccssary increascs
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ii, the advantagos of intcgrating livestock production with agricultural
crops in assisting in maintaining soil fertility, increasing production,
and improving farmors! incomesg

iii., the necd to improve menageront practiccs and cvolve livestock with

greater genctic potentials

Rcoon«pnd& to Meomber Governments

i. %o establish, where ncecessary, livestock ropearch stations an&/or
strongthen existing stotions, to make availablc to Tarmcrs knowlodge
on improved monagement and livestock of high production potontial,
sultaole to the cnvironmontds

ii, to provide facilitics for training of personncl on animal production
on & national and rogional basisg

iii. to co—oporatc in thc cstablishment of o regional institute for
animal produaction and in the exchange of informationg

Bocuests the Dircctor-Goneral

i. to appoint as soon as possibio o roglonal livestock production advisor
to assist countrics in ostablishing liveestock rescarch uniis and
co~ordinate the zosearch and facilitatc exchange of information in the
rogiorn, Such an adviscr "7qo to assist the coundrics in the reglon
in tho cstablishment of the NHear Dast Animal Production Institutoy

ii. to corsider calljng a nmecting of the Committoce on Animal Production of
the Near Bast YWorking Party on Animal Production and Health as soon

as possible, to hlmCUSS common provlems and, in particular, the
establishnont of a Mear Dost Animal Production Institute.

4. Policy Impiications of Roports of Mectings

(a) Near fast Forestry Commission

230, The Conference was informed by the Becretariat of the discussions held
and the recommendations pa SGH hy the Fear Bast Forestry Commission at 1ts
Third Session, held at Ade (Turkey) in May 1962. On this basis it reviewed
the main Torestry problemg of the region and agreed thait the rational management

of the natural forests still subsisting in the region would not suffice %o
ensure a level of forest production in keeping with the economic and social
development objectives of the region. It therefore appeared that one of the
main lines of forestry developmont in the region should be the expansion of
the forest area through quick~growing tree plantations. It was felt that such
plantations, yielding 3~4 times as much as natural forest stands, would hélp
to alleviate the present shordoge of timbor for rurel conmunption and meko o
major conitribution to industricl development in the regionm., = However, it was
noted that in carrylng out o policy of forost cxpansion, there were four main
issues to be taken into considerctions
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i+ _The Present competition for land between forestry and
livestock production., It was recognised that forestry programs
in the region are strongly conditioned by the. pressure of
livestock — mainly sheep and goats — on derclict lands., A
pre~requisite for the success of a dynamic forest policy in
the region is therefore the vrovision of alternative sources
of fodder for livestock and alternative employment for the
pagtoral population. The 601fe'once recognized the existence
of divergent points of view and policies rogardlno goat and
sheep grazing and agreed thut the absence of adequate and
reliable data on the economics and social implications on sheep
and goat grazing was greatly hampering any further success in
this matter.

ii. The expansion of forest research. The Conference agreed that
extensive tree-planting programs would necessarily have to rely.
on the utilization of exotic, quick-growing forest species,
and it was felt that this would reguire a substantial amount
of preliminary research work on sced problems and on the utili-~
zation of modern cultural methods, both mechanized and otherwise.
It was also felt that such probramp would require preliminary
education of the local populations concerned, which could be
achieved by the establishment of networks of village tree
plantations, Tor the dual purpose of experimentation and
demongtration.

iii. The necessity of establishing sound forest policies and of
evaluating the present level and pattern of wood consumption,
and an cstimate of future timber deman, in order that the
volume of the Tforest investment can be best adjusted to the
needs of the resion. In this respect, the Conference noted the
repeated requests of the Near Hast TForcstiry Commission that the
Forestry and Forest Products Divieion of FAO include a Timber
Trends Study for the Near Bast in its progrem of work, and
recognized the necessity for such & study to be based on
adequate analysis of present consumption levels and patterns,
undertalken on a national basis.

iv., The development of pulp and paper industries. Near Hast
countries presently have relatively high imports of paper
and paperboard and in these countrics the demand for paper and
paperboard at low income levels considerably exceeds the growth
rate of their national economies, as measured by Gross Natienal
Product or other indicators. Due to shortages of foreign
exchange, these countries arc anxious to replace pulp and paper
imports by domestic produotlon wherever cconomically feasible
and technically possible, particularly since most of the
countries in these rogions have domestic raw materials for
pulp and paper production: timber from natural forests and
plantations, bamboo, rccds and grasscs, agriculiural residues
andwaste paper. However, the main economic detorrents to
local pulp and paper production in tho region.:: are the




62 ~

relatively small zigze of “he present domestic markets and the
lack of devsloped indusirial infra-stiucture (insdequate trans-
port, power, chemicals or industrial water supnly.) Conseguently,
the Confeorcnce felt that the holding of a Near last Pulp and
Paper conforonce to evaluate the prospects Tor developmont of
tho pulp and paper industryries of the . region. could make a
major contribution to the promotion of overall industrial
deveilopment in the countries conccerned.

231, The Confercnce took note of the properations under wey for & reogional
training centre on watershed managenent to be bheld in Septomber 1962, It
o

axpressed its gratizude to the Leboncss Coveramens for acting a8 host to this
training centre.

232, The Conferonoo noted with interest that the Saundi Arabian Govgramont
wag planning the estadlishment of a department of forestry in the Hinistry of
Agriculture,

233+ The Confercnce adopted the following recommendation:

Recommendeation No, 27

e

THS CONFERINCE
Noting the recomicndations made by the Near Tast Forestry Commission at its
Third Session

fndorses these recommendations in their entircty:

Welcomed a statoment made by the United Arab Depublic Dulbb”Ll that thoeir
Government will investigate the possibilitics to act as host to a Near Hast

-

conference on pulp and paper dcvelorment

Recommends to Momber Governments

i. Yo place with the aszistance, necessary, of multilateral and
vilateral agencics, 1va‘“3n¢ meang at tgu diswosal of the forest
Tesearch institutes dn the region for the carrxying out of a program
of trials acd domonstrations on the utilization of guick-growing
forest specics, 1n co~ordinaiion with tho pruwr“m put into oporation

by the Joint Sub-fommission on Heditcrrancan Forcstry Problomess

ii. %o undertake national surveys on timber roguirements ond regources,
requesting assictance, where necessary, from inturnationsl ageneies
and oilatersl aid progrems:

8
[
o]
-

" Tu e - . ) CE . I .
to underteke cxyperimonts to dotermine the conditions age of plants
or copp{cu shoots, scason of grazing, duration and density of
{rozwng) under wiich grazing, particularly by gzoats and shecp would
be least harmful to +the variouz tynes of natural vegetationg
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Requests the Direcctor-CGeneral to consider

i. organizing a seminar on the technical, oconomic'and social problems
involved in goat. raising on arid and scmi~arid landsg

ii., -organizing @ training centrc for forestry personnel on the application
of mechanical methods in cultivation of quick—growing‘treqs parti~ .
cularly poplars and eucalyptus and logging of forcst trecs, in a

Near Bast country; '

iii. orgeniging & training centre for forestry porsonnel, with the object
of harmonizing the methods to bhe followed by the forecstry research
institutes in undertaking experimeontal work of common interest to all
the countries in the regiong

iv. arranging for the carly completion of an FAO timber trends study for
the Near last Rogiong

V. organizing a confcrence on pulp and paper devclopment for the Near Hast,

(b) Near Bast Mécting on Food Consumption Survey

234. The Confercnce noted that the planning of national food and nutrition:
policiecs had to be based on an accurate knowledge of the actual levels and
patterns of food consumption as wcll as of expenditure for food by socialy.
economic and geographic groups, obtained through food consumption surveys.

235. The Confercnce apprcciated the action taken by the Dircctor~General

in implementing the recommeondation of the Tenth Session of the FAO Conference
and the Fifth Regional Conference by holding the Near Hast Technical Meeting
for the study and adaptation of the "FAO World Program for Food Consumption
Surveys" to local conditions and necds, and in organizing an advanced Training
Centre on Methodology of Food Consumption Surveys in Yugoslavia, in August

and September this year to which participants from Near Tast countrics,
rceponsible: for the planning and direction of national food consumption
programs were invited. The Conference noted with satisfaction that a manual
on Methodology of Food Consumption Surveys was in preparation.

236, The Confercnce was informed of the items discussed at the Technical
Meceting including consideration of the Draft Program of Food Consumption
Surveys as to6 the general types of surveys to be undcrtekeng the objectives
of food consumption surveys, their scope and coveragey the design: of surveys.
and organization of field workg methods of collccting information, of
tabulation, and of prescntation of resultsy and cvaluation of the.accuracy.
of the survey rosults.

237, The present situation and future plans for food consumption surveys

in countries of tho region were revicwed by both the Mecting and the Conference.
Surveys had been underteken in several countries, but with a few cxceptions, the
Conference noted that these had often been limited in scope ‘and coverage and
needed international assistance. Special montion was made of the valuable
assistance given by the Regional Office of FAO in this rcgard,
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23&¢ Attention wes drewn to the value of conducting surveys of nutritional

status at the same time, and on the same groups, as those of food consumption.
Joint FAO/HHO collaboration in such surveys was noted and approved.

239., The Confercnce was informed of the autrition survey that had rocently
boen undertaker in Lebohon with bilateral assistance, which covered dictary,
¢linical and biochemical aspects. Although a large number of individuals of
different ages and cconomic groups had boon investigated and valuable
information colilocted on the heslth side, it was felt that in futurc surveys
the statistical fremowork should be improvod.

240., The Confercince concurred with the Mecting in stressing the importance
and uvrgent ncced of accurate data on food consumption as the factual basis

for nutritional, cconomic, and social programs. In most countrics of the rcgion,
such data are at prosent scenty and in meny cascs unreliablce and there was

an obvious need for intensifying this work. The importance of compiling
roguler up-to~-datc food balance shcets to supplement the information from the
surveys was roitoerated,

241, The Confercnce also agrood that intornationsl food composition tables
wore of doefinite valuc but shat couniries should prepare as goon’ as possible
a set of national taobles basced on local foods and popular dishes.

242, The Confercnce rocognized thet onc of the main obstacles to the fore
mulation and implomentotion of vnroposcd prosrams of food consumption surveys
is the lack of sufficiont adeguately-trained personnci. Although ¢fforts

aad been made in individval countrics to increase the nuwber of cxperts
qualified to plan and conduct such surveys, it wag felt that this was a ficld
where international co~operation could ve most uscful and, therefore, the
Conference recommended that in the »lanning of tuchnical assd
Ticld of food consumption surveys to be provided by FAO and
this problem should rcccive nrimary considoration.

3

istence in the
other bodies,

243 . The Conference also rotcd that the ITHC includes among its action
projects the preparation of food balance sheoots, the conduct of food consumption

surveys and the treining of persomiel for both,
244, The Confercnce agrecd that the Mooting had provided an oxcellent
opportunity for an exchange of vicws betwoun agricultural cconomists,
nutritioniste and stetisticlons concerned with Jood consumption surveys, and
for a review of the worl currcntly undiér way in cach country. It was thereforc
recommended taat technical meotings of that kind be hoeld at intervals of not
more than five years,

o

245, The Confercnce adopted the Tollowing recommondations

Rocommendation No. 25

THE CONFILRINCH

Stressing the importence wmd urgont noed of duta on Food consumption
in differont sectors of the population as a factual basis for nutritional,
economic and -sccial programs;
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Realizing that in most countrics of the rcgion such data are at prosent
scanty and in many cascs unrcliable

Re—-affirming the rccommendations made to Momber Governments at the Fifth
FAO Regional Confcronce:

Appreciating the action teoken by the dDircctor~General in organizing a
technical meeting for rcgional adaptation of the World Frogram for Food
Consumption Surveys, and the arrengements wade for a fraining centre on
P NAER ) £
the subjeet to be hoeld this year, as well as for a manual on Food Consumption
R 9
surveyssg

Noting the rocommendations made by the Technicel Mecting on Food Consumption
Surveys;

Being awarc that thoe promotion of food consumption surveys and food balance
sheets and the draining of staff form an important part of the FFHC action
projectss

Re~ommends to Member Governments

i. 1o agsemble more information on food consumption and nutritional
status as a basis for nubtritional cconomic and socidl programs
through the intensification of food consumpltion survoyss

ii. to preparc as soon as possible a national list of foods and popular
dishes, rccording thoir composition, whenoever available, in the same
classification as those adopted for interanational tabloesg

iii. to compile regular up-to~date food balance shceets

Lt

o
7

ive, to make full usce of the possivillitics of technical or othor appropriate
asaistance provided by IPAO in the ficld of food consumption statistics,
including food balance gheets and othor rutritional surveys

v, to roguest assisbance in the organisation of food consumpltion surveys
and in the traiuning of natlonal tochnicians ot all levels, through
their technical assistance programs, including UNICET

Regquests the Dircolor-Generil

i. %o give higa priority in promoting FIHC action projects to thc
organization of food consumption surveys, the preparation of food
balance sheets and training on botos

ii. to arrange for periodical technical mectings or seminars, at no
longer than five—year intervals, at which cconomists, nutritionisis
and statisticians could roview tho progross of food consumption
surveys in the reglon and plan futurce action.

246, The Confurcnce was inlormed the’ o survey was planned on the feoeding
of indugtrial workers, and that as a result of the recommendation of the
Pifth Regionzl Confercnce that FAO underiake "o survey of facilitics in
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the region for the fecding of industrial workers' a consultant is to be
employcd to make the survey, and a technical mecting will be' organized gtf

a later date to discuss the findings and to rccommend action., Questionnalres
have been sent out to govermments requosting available information,’ and asking
if they arc intercsted in having the consultant visit their country.

(¢) Near @ast Moeting on Plant Protection

247. The Confercnce stressed the great importance of plant protcction in the
Near Dast and underlined the urgent necd for further and more intensive action
in this ficld. It rcalized that, while considerablc efforts were rcoquired to
increase agricultural production and improve the cconomic conditions of tho
farmer, a single pest outbreak could nullify much of such efforts and sproad
miscry and hungcr over vast territorics. In some casces the damage causcd
seriously affectcd the volume and quality of agricultural tradc.

248.  The Confercnce also cxpresscd satisfaction over the positive consideration
. the Director-General to implement many of thoe rocommendations of the First

FAO Plant Protcction Mceting, held in Damascus in Scptembeor 1961, Thesc

included, among othcrs, the cstablishmont of a Plant Protcction Committee, a

Plant Protection Agrecoment for the Near IDast, and a Regional Plant Protcction

Rescarch Institute. The Confeorence was informed that 2 sccond Plant Protcction

meceting for the Near Tlast was scheduled to be held in Amman, 5~9 November 1962,

CONCLUDING TTTIS

1, Tuture Oricntation of FAO's York in the Region

249, The rccommendations of the Confurcnce rogording the futurc oricntation
of FPAO!'s work in the Near FEast Regilon arc cmbodicd in the preceding chaptors
of this rcport. In o final statoment the Dircctor-General's Rogional
Representative, Dr. A.R. 8idky, focussed attention on tho Confecronce's vicws
concerning the most pressing nceds of the Region to procecd with orderly
development of agriculturc, forcstry and fisherics oimed ot making the bost
use of land and wator rosources .nd improving the nutritional standards of
the pooplo.

250, Dr. Sidky notced that thoerce wore meny rocommendations for action by both
the Organization and by Hember Governmonts. Ho esaild the Organization would do
its utmost, within the limits of ite rosources, to implement thosce rocommendations
dircctod to the Dircctor-CGoneral. He mentioned that, besides the FAO Regular
Program, the main sources through which FAO can channcl assistonce to Momboer
Countrics arcs the UN Spocial Tund, the Ixponded Program of Tochnical
Assistance, the Ircedom from Hungor Compaign, the torld Food Program, tho

Jjoint FﬂO/UNICEF program, OPIX and Iunds-in-Trust, These sources had. greatly
cxtended the scope of possible FAQC assistance, and Dr. Sidky cmphasized tho
importance of proper coordination within the countrics if these and othor
sources of technical assistance arc uscd cffectively for the countrics!
dovelopment.

251.  Dr. Sidky indicated that in his view thc broad dircctives given by the
Conforcnce for the futurc work of FAO in the Region in support of or comple-
mented by Government action as nccessary, includeds
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Increasced and improved cooporation on o rogional basis on probleoms
of agricultural development.

More omphn” is on comprcheonsive aovolopm ont planning.

Improved or increascd oovor-"ffo9 aCCUrnCy tlmcllnogs and comparability
of agricultural statistics, with increascd participation in the World
Census of Agriculturc.

More attcntion to teochnical moctings, scminors, and training centres so
as to increcasc the number of troinced personncl in 2ll ficlds of activity.

Closcr cooperation between roescarch, cducation. and coxtension, with
adequato attonblon being given to home economics cxtonsion nd nutrition
cducation.

Strengthening or organizing agricultural information scrvices and the use

of mass information media, particularly farm broadcasting, as a means of
gotting information dircctly to farmors as well as. in support of
extonsion scrvices.

Incrcasing crop production espccinlly by wider usc of fertilizers.

Improved marketing, processing, proscrvation and storage mothods and
faclilitics,

More and bot%wr forcst cducation, forest rescarch, forest plantations

and forcst ind trlos,

Strongthening animal health facilitics and scrvices and deoveloping
livostock production.

Dr. Sidky notcd that onc of the most promising foaturcs of the Conference

was that Member Countrics had uhown a growing awarcnoss of the nced for an
oveorall and intcgrated approach to agricultural development.
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IIT. IARY OF RECOMIENDATTONS APPROVED BY THE CONFLRIUNCH
Rocommendation Pégo
Humbex
(2) Rocommendations Requiring Action by Momber Governments
On Agricultural Plons end Planning: to cstablish agencics 1 16

for the follewing-up and appraisal of projoctss; to assure
proper cxccution of projocts and achicvement of targets
on time; to allow for quick modification of projocts in

short time and ot low coste.

On World Census of Agriculturc: for Mcmber Countrics who 4 21
have not participated in the 1960 World Census of Agricul-

ture to do soy to utilize expericnce and information

obtained from the census for dovelopment or improvement

of systoms for currcnt agriculitural statistics.

On Agricultural Statistics: to allocatc funds and rosources 5 2324
for developing systoms for food and agricultural statisticss

to participate in work of Statistical Commission and its

working groups and utilize this machincry Ffor development

of systems for food and agriculturel statistics within a

stondardized and co~ordinatcd framowork:; to submit tho

project of thce Hear ast Rescarch and Training Institute

in Agricultural Statistics to the UN Special Fund,

On Technical Co-operation Programs: to cstablish and . . T 29
strengthon orgonizations for co-ordinating and utilizing

forcign aid: to assoclatc the FAC Country Reproseontative

with the deliberations of tholir noational corgnnization

(for co-ordination) in an advisory capacity: to include

posts of FAO Country Reproscntative in their BPTA country

programs.,

On Development and Usce of Land and Wateor Resources:to 9 35
¢stablish land-usc committeces to analyze land-usce probloms,

stimulate rescarch in land-usce ond determine potonticl

forms of land-usc for optimum production.

On Fishory Policics: and Development: to pay duc recgard to  13-14 39-41
desirability of pro-investment surveys prior to cxploita~
tion of arcas; to give consideration to the nced for
cquipment, supplics and traincd personncl for such

surveys of sca and inland water arcas of common intcrests

to make an inventory of fishory industrics and analyze
information on fish production and trade and to Tormulatc
nceded policics and legislation:; to csteblish or strengthon
the fishery scrvices nocded; and to review nceds for traincd
personnel, organize or scck training facilitics for fisherics
personncel and provide cffcctive employment for such personncl.
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Rocommendation Page

Number

On Agricultural Education and Training, Research and BExtension: 19-20-21

to include fellowships for extension personnel in technical
assigtance and other programs; 1o provide more and better
equipment for audio-visual productiong to establish or
strengthen extension services for rural women: 1o strengthen
national institutlions engaged in training of extension
personnel.

On Porest Rangers Schools to expedite payment of contri- 22

butions punctually towards annual running expenses.

On Agricultural Information Services: 1o consider establishing 24

a regicnal marketing information service.

On Animal Health: to sitrengthen naticnal veterinary services; to 25

notify neighbouring countries,; FAO and OIE of every new outbreak
of disease; to collaborate with the objective of unifying and co-
ordinating animal health legislation and regulations controlling
imports and exports of animals and animal products.

On Animal Production: +to establish livestock research stations 26

or strengthen existing statione; to make availlable to farmers
knowledge on improved management and livestock of high production
potentialy +to provide facilities for iraining of personnel on a
national and regional basisy to co-operate in the establishment
of a Regional Institute for Animal Production.

On Forestry: 1o give increased support to forest research 27

institutess; to undertake national surveys on timber requirements
and resourcess to undertake experiments to determine the conditlions
under which grazing would be least harmful to various types of
natural vegetation.

On Food Consumption Surveys: +to assemble more information on food 28

consumption and nutritional status through intensification of food
consumption surveyss to prepare national food.composition tabless
to complete regularly up-to~date food balance sheetsy to utilize
FAO assistance in the field of food consumption statisticsy to
request assistance in the organization of food consumption surveys
and in training technicilans,

Recommendations Requiring Action by the Director—~CGeneral

On Agricultural Plans and Plannings 1o render assistance to Member 1-2

Countries to help strengthen or cstablish agricultural planning
agencies; to establish a cadre of agricultural planning economists

to assiet countrices of the region with their planning problems; to
allocate funds for further training centres on agricultural planning
and for fellowships in planning; to csiablish a Near FPast Commission
on Agricultural Planning; to cstablish a Hear Tast Planning Institute
to train planning technicians and give support to. the Planning
Commission — the Institute should be in Damascus; ‘%o explore the
possibilities of financing such an Institute through UN Special Fund.

47-50

53

58

59-60

62

64~65

16~-18
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Rocommondation

Pago

Mumbor

On Meditcrrancen Projecct: to continuc to provide
noecessary facilitics for implementation of recomacnd—
ations of the PAC Meditcrrancon Development Roport.

On World Census of Apriculturc: to appeoint a reglonol
census adviscry to organize o regional seninar on
cvaluation, analysis and usc of agricultural consus ond
survey rosultsy to facilitate the usce of the Coiro
cleetronic computing centre by Member Countrice of the

Regiong to complcic the preporotory work for the 1970
Census of Agriculturc.

On Standerdigzation and Co—ordination of Agricultural
Statistics: to organize o seminor on the analysis and

uses of food consumption survey deta: to include in the
Regular Program of Work and Budget of 1964/65 &t leost

one additional post of = recgional statisticion: to appoint
onc roegional statistical adviser for food consumption
surveys and surveys of currceant information; to allow fox

the repetition of training centrus and scminars on Lood

and agricultural statistics: to continuce the offorts to
estoblish o Rescarch and Training Institute (for statistics)
through UN Speciel Fund: to include in thoe pregram of work
the promotion of studice and the compilation ol dota rolated
to the measurcment of agricultural productivity.

Cn Comnodity LHeporting and Analysis: te provide furthor

asslstonce to countrics wishing to cstablish nationa
commodity analysis units.

On Toehnical Co—-opcration Programs: to sitrengthern the or-
genizetional structurce ot the Neer Jast egional Officos

to ¢stablish o Hear Jast Scminar for national administrators
cngaget in tochnical assistonce progronming operations.

On Intograted Dovelopmont of Land and Watcr Hesources:ito 8-9~10

cstablish o Near Tost Rescarch Institute for the develop-
ment and introduction of improved agricultural implemenis
to consider esteblishing this instiitutc in Pakistony to
roeruit reglonal tcams to assist countrics with such
problems as water managomont and uso, soils, Tange managu=—
ment, pasturce and fodder production, livestock, farm
mechanigationy to cxplore the possibilitics of cetablishing
a Regional Land-Usc Rescarch Inmstitute; to make arvangements
to hold in Pakiston a scminar on Methods of Wetcr Use and
Monagement in Irrigation.

On _the Special Role of Horticultural Crops: to study the
possibility of assisting countrics to survey the poton-
tialitics for cultivation, processing and trade in fresh
and proccsscc frults: to study the possibility of csta-
blishing o rcgional program to improve horiicultural
crops similar to the wheat and barley program.

1112

19

21~22

23~25

26
29

3436

37



Recommendation Page
Tumber

On the Formulation and Implementetion of Fishery ( 13~14 39-41
Policicss to advisc Member Govornmonts on the nced for

and the organiszation of surveys of sca and inland wator

arcas: to advise Member Governments concorning the

information rcquircd (for formulation and implcmentation

of fishery policies) and the analysis of such information

for the purposc of planning: to advisc and assist Momber

Governments in dotermining their nceds for traincd

personncl, to provide all possible opporitunitics for

the nccessary training,.

On Proccssing and Prescrvation of Agricultural Productss 15 42
to collect information on rescarch and development projects

on processing of agricultural products: to disscminatc this

information to intcrosted Member Countrics.

On Markcting: to undertake a spocial study concerning 16 44~45
possible effcects of the common agricultural policy of the

Turopcan Beconomic Community on export products of thoe

Near DBast; to comamunicatc the rosults of this study to

Momber Governments in the regilong to consider convening

a Cold Chain tcchnical mccting and a Regional Marketing

Contre,

On Agricultural Educotion and Troining, Rescarch and 17-18-19 46-48
Bxtensions to consider holding an agricultural cducation

mecting for the Near East during 19635 to consider

holding & training centrc in Agricultural Educntion for

the rogiong to cstablish o Ncar Bast Commission on Agri-

cultural Rescarchs to hold a rcgional agricultural training

centre for senior officors; to assist in ostablishing

national agriculturcl cxtension contres to train other

lovels of oxtonsion workers.

On Home Tconomics: to considur holding a rogional tech- 20~21 49-50
nicel mecting on home cconomics cxtonsion and nutrition

cducation; to cstablish rcgienal and/or national programs,

as well as sominers and courscs in nutrition, agricultural

and home cconomics cxbtonsion, horticulturc, poultry and

and animal husbandry.

On Agriculturcl Information: to sct up an iAgricultural 2324 52~53
Gxtonsion and Technical Information Commission; to carry

out a study to deturmine ways and mcans of cstablishing

a rcgional marketing information scrvice.

On Animal Hcalth: to continuc to give support to the Near 25 58-59
Tast Animal Health Institutc: to organize onc or morc
meotings of the FAO/OIﬂ Committee of the Working Group
on Animal Health and Treduction in the Near Dast; to
consider publishing a periodical bulletin from the Near
Tast Animal Heolth Institutes; to ftake immediate stops to
have Ffunds to holp countrics of the rogion in checking
currcnt animal discascs; to submit a proposal to the
12th Scssion of the Conforunce for the cstablishment of
a permancnt fund to assist countrics in thoe control of
new c¢pizootics, ‘
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Recommondation Page

Humber

On Animal Production: to appoint a rcgional livestock 26
production adviscr:; to call a mecting of the Committeo

on Animal Production of the Necar East Working Party on

Animal Production and Health to discuss, among other

things, the e¢stablishment of a Neor Iast Animal Production
Institute.

On Forcstry: to organizc a scminar on the technical, 27
cconomic and social problems involved in goat raising on

arid and scmi-arid lands: to orgenizc & training ccntre

for forcstry personncl on the application of mcchanical

methods in cultivation of quick growing trees: to organiszc

a training centrce for forestry poersonncl to harmoniszc

mcthods of rescarch: to arrange for the carly completion

of an FAO timber trends study for the region: to organisze

a conforcnce on Pulp and Papor Doveleopmont for the rogion

On Food Consumption Surveys: to give high priority in 28
promoting FFHC action projects to tho organization of food
consumption surveys, the proparation of food balance sheets,
and training on both: to arrangc for poriodical tcchnical
moctings or scminars, at no longer then five-ycar intorvals.

59~60

62~63

64~65
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H.i. Joscph Scaff ,
Ministecr of Agriculturc, head of dolcgation

Goorges Hraoui
Ancicn Ministre, Deputd de Zahls
Halim Najjor :
Dircctor Gencral, Ministry of Agriculturc
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