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SUMMARY OF RESOLUTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONFERENCE

IT1.B.

I1.C.1.

IL.C. 2.

FOR THE ATTENTION OF MEMBER COUNTRIES

The Situation of Food and Agriculture in the Near East

National strategies for agricultural development should be drawn taking note
of the broadlines of the agricultural strategy for the Near East as outlined
by the Regional Representative in his opening statement (para. 51).

Member countries are requested to urge regional development banks, funds and
organizations to make use of the services provided by FAO Investment Centre
in the field of project identification and preparation (para. 52).

High priority should be assigned to the agricultural sector in natiomal
development plans and the flow of financial resources for this sector
should be ensured (para. 55),

Member Governments should support the Palestine Liberation Organization in
its endeavour to improve the agricultural situation in occupied territories,
and to implement agricultural projects for the benefit of the Palestinian
people (para. 57).

Regional Implications of Internatiomal Actions to Strengthen

World Food Security

Member Governments should draw up a new agricultural strategy aimed at
increasing production and productivity to levels that would accomplish
self~sufficiency and national stock targets and reduce post harvest losses
{para. 64).

Member Governments should increase financial cooperation among their countries
in the various types of investment in agricultural development, and enter into
regional or sub-regional arrangements for cocrdination of investment activities
undertaken by the different institutioms, to improve their capabilities in the
field of project preparation and evaluation. They should also support joint
projects in order to increase production of inputs and improve and develop
marketing services (paras. 71, 73 and 75¢).

Member Govermments should take immediate steps to implement individually
and/or collectively, the FAQD Plan of Action on World Food Security pending
the conclusion of a new international grains arrangement (para. 72).

Countries of the Region are requestedzto strengthen the resources of the
FAO Food Security Assistance Scheme (FSAS) (para. 75d).

Governments in the Region are requested to endorse the Director-General's
proposal to develop the International Emergency Food Reserve (IEFR) into
a legally binding convention (para. 77).

Prospects for Increasing Animal Production in the Region

Governments are urged to adopt a proper cropping pattern so that fodder production
may compliment, rather than compete with production of human feed (para. 79).

Countries should strengthen intra-regional cooperation in the fields of training;
animal disease control, including quarantine arrangements and veterinary diagnostic
support; supply of vaccines, drugs and semen; exchange of information and research
results; and utilization of grazing lands by pastoral livestock (para 80).
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Special attention should be given to improving the conditions of the pastoralists
so that they become the focal point of integrated rural development programmes in
grazing areas and ensure their participation in the development process at all
levels (para. 81).

Countries should support the Regional Project for Animal Production and Health
(MENEADEP) and the global programme on the Ecological Management of Arid and
Semi-Arid Range lands (EMASAR) (para. 82),

Countries should assign higher priority to the animal production sector in their
national development plans and increase investment in this sector at the national
and regional levels (para. 83).

Dairy producers' cooperatives should be strengthened and their efforts should be
directed towards selective breeding, artificial insemination, stores for feed and
other supplies and marketing of milk and dairy products (para. 84a).

Fattening operations for sheep, cattle, and buffaloes should be promoted through
demonstrations and appropriate investment planning. (para. 84b).

Poultry industry should be strengthened (para. 84c).

Expansion of the feed supply and greater utilization of wastes and by-products
from crops, cereal and slaughterhouses (para. 84d).

Appropriate institutional arrangements should be made to establish institutions
capable of providing technical services in animal production and health,
development of rangelands and fodder production; provision of necessary inputs
and supplies; and marketing, credit and processing facilities (para. 85).

Appropriate policies for land use and price structure favourable to the producer
should be adopted (para. 86).

Rural women should be provided with basic knowledge and technical skills in
order to increase animal production efficiency at the farmer and household level
(para. 87).

Review and Follow-up in the Region of Actions Arising from the Plan of Action

of WCARRD

Countries of the Region should be committed to the follow-up action on WCARRD's
Declaration of Principles and Programme of Action (para. 89).

Regional Cooperation in Field Food Crops

Countries of the Region are urged to streamline their national policies
for increasing production of field food crops (para. 104).

Countries of the Region should support and provide the necessary resources
for pursuing the activities of the Regional Project on Field Food Crops and
inform the Director-General of their intended contributions, in cash or kind,
for the implementation of the Plan of Action proposed in document NERC/81/7.
Contributions of $600 000 are also required in order to maintain at least
essential activities during the first year of operations 1982 (para 107,
NERC Res. 3/81).

Countries should cooperate with FAO to develop further the proposed work plan
for the project into concrete programmes at national and regional levels
(para. 107, NERC Res. 3/81).
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II.E.1. FAO/Near East Government Cooperative Programme

Doner countries in the Region are requested to continue their financial support to
the NECP, increase its resources and facilitate the task of the Ministerial Committee
which will visit their countries (para. 108 and para. 110).

II.E.2. Representation of the Near East Region in the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

The Conference requested Iraq and Libyan Arab Jamahiriya which were elected to
represent the Region on the CGIAR, to ensure that their representatives fully
participate in the meetings and report to the next Regional Conference through
the Regional Representative for the Near East (para. 111).

B. FOR THE ATTENTION OF FAO

I1.B. Situation of Food and Agriculture in the Region

FAQ should continue to coordinate between Regional Commissions and Regional
Projects to avoid duplication and overlapping (para. 42).

FAO should strengthen Regional cooperation in the areas of training, agricultural
investment, exchange of experience and research results and technology transfer
(para. 45).

The Director—General of FAO is requested to increase funds allocated to the

ICP in the PWB of the Organization for 1982-83 (para.46).

FAO should continue to cooperate and coordinate with regional and international
institutions and organizations operating in the Region in the fields of agricultural
development and investment (para. 53).

FAO should continue to provide assistance to the Palestinian people through -
PLO along the linmes of previous arrangements (para. 56).

FAO should, in collaboration and coordination with other regional and international
organizations, increase its assistance and support to the agricultural sector in
Lebanon (para. 58).

The FAO Director-General is requested to include an item entitled "The Regional
Office for the Near East” in the Agenda of the forthcoming Twenty-First Session
of the FAO Conference November 1981 (para. 59).

II.C.1. Regional Implications of International Actions teo Strengthen World Food Security

FAO should assist countries of the Region in implementing their food security
programmes, and formulating national stock reserve policies through the Food
Security Assistance Scheme (FSAS) and the programme for the Prevention of
Food Losses (PFL)(para.63,65 and 67).

I11.C.2. Prospects for Increasing Animal Production in the Region

FAO should assist in strengthening regiomal cooperation in the fields of training,
animal disease control and exchange of information and research results (para. 80),

II.C.3; Review and Follow-up in the Region of Actions Arising from the Plan of Action
of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD).

FAO should assist the countries of the Region in developing policies and
programmes relating to rural development within their national development
plans (para. 89).
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FAO is requested to continue its leading role in implementing the
Programme of Action of WCARRD at the regional level (para. 90).

FAO should continue to assist member countries in identifying economic and

social indicators for measuring progress made in the rural development activities;
in analyzing policies; in the establishment of a follow-up and evaluation system;
and in the formulation of rural development programmes and projects (para. 91).

FAO is requested to continue its efforts to mobilize more funds to assist
countries of the Region in implementing WCARRD's recommendations (para. 93).

FAO should strengthen regional networks of marketing information and the )
Regional Association of Agricultural Credit for the Near East and North Africa
(NENARACA) (para.94).

FAO should continue its assistance to the countries in the follow-up action on

the recommendations of WCARRD, which were aimed at the promotion of investments

to support rural development programmes and the elimination of production constraints,
especially through assistance in studying the problems of fragmented holdings

and rural exodus (para. 90).

FAO is requested to submit a report to the forthcoming Regional Conference on
the progress made in the implementation of WCARRD's recommendations in countries
of the Region (para. 96).

The Director-General of FAO is requested, in consultation with the Member
Govermments of the Region, to take appropriate steps towards the possible
establishment of a Regional Centre on Integrated Rural Development for the
Near East (para. 97, NERC Res. 1/81).

Review of Regional Bodies and Reporting on their Meetings during the Biennium

The Director-General of FAO is requested to take the recommendations of the
Regional Commissions into account when formulating the forthcoming Programme
of Work and Budget within the financial resources available to FAO (paras. 98 and 99).

The Director-Gemeral of FAO is requested to comsider conducting a detailed study
on the status of Regional Commissions in the Near East to improve their role and
functions (para. 100).

The Director—General of FAQ is requested to take the steps required to establish
the Near East Regional Commission on Fisheries, to reinforce regional cooperation
in fisheries, to promote the exchange of information and experience, to strengthen
training activities and to support national and regional efforts to develop
fisheries in the Region (para. 10!, NERC Res. 2/81),.

Regional Cooperation in Field Food Crops

FAO is requested to continue to assume its major responsibilities in the activities
of the Regional Project on Field Food Crops and not to relinquish them to other
international or regional bodies (para. 103). :

The Director-General of FAO, within the limits of the means at his disposal is
requested to take all necessary steps to implement the Action Plan proposed in
document NERC/81/7 including, and if deemed necessary, fielding a FAO mission
in 1981 to agree with potential donors of the Regiom on the amount of their
financial assistance to the whole or to part of the proposed plan (para. 107,
NERC Res. 3/81).
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The Director-General of FAO is requested to approach IFAD to seek its finanmcial
assistance in the form of grants to help in implementing this project 2long the
lines of previous grants made by IFAD to regional bodies and organizaticns working
in the production of field crops in the Region (para. 197, NERC Res. 3/81).

FAQ/Near East Government Cooperative Programme (NERC)

FAO is requested to continue its evaluation of ongoing activities of NECP and
consult with member countries about drawing up NECP's future policy {(para. 109).

The Director—General of FAQ is requested to consult with countries of the Region

in the manner he chooses in order to form the proposed Ministerial Committee from

a number of Ministers of Agriculture of the Region, and to facilitate the mission

of the Committee, and help in preparing necessary arrangements and contacts relevant
to its task (para. 110, NERC Res. 4/81).

When the new financial pledges are made available, the Director-General of FAO
is then requested to implement and operate projects approved by the donor countries
(para. 110, NERC Res. 4/81).

Representation of the Near East Region in the Consultative Group on

International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

FAO through the Regional Representative for the Near East is requested to act as
focal point for liaison between the elected Representatives of the Region, on the
one hand, and the countries of the Region and the CGIAR on the other (para. 111).

Date and Place of the Sixteenth FAO Regional Conference

The Director-General is requested to contact the Government of the United Arab
Emirates (host country) to agree on the place and date of the next Regiomal
Conference (para., 112).






I. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

1. The Fifteenth FAO Regional Conference for the Near East was held at the Headquarters
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Rome, Italy, from 21 to 25
April 1981,

I -~ 1. Opening of the Conference

2. The Conference was inaugurated by the Director-General, Mr Edouard Saouma, who
welcomed the delegations of the member countries as well as observers participating in
the Conference. He also expressed his appreciation that several Ministers of Agriculture
were leading their delegations and wished the Conference every success.

I~ 2. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and the Drafting Commitee

3, The Conference unanimously elected H.E. Said El Raqabani, Minister of Agriculture
and Fishery Resources of the United Arab Emirates, Chairman of the Conference, and the heads
of delegations of the member countries as Vice~Chairmen.

h. H.E. Rald El Ragabani expressed his thanks and appreciation for being elected
Chairman of the Conference. He also thanked the Director-General of FAO for the efforts
exerted by the Organization in the field of agricultural development in the region as well
as for its close cooperation with the countries of the region. He wished the Conference
every success.

5. Drafting Committee: The Conference agreed to substitute the Drafting Committee by
a rapporteur and elected Mr. Amir A. KRhalil, member of the Sudanese delegation, as rapporteur.

I - 3, Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable

6. The Conference adopted the provisional agenda (Appendix A) as well as the timetable
(Appendix B), after introducing some amendments.



TT. 'SUBSTANTIVE ITEMS OF THE REGTIONAL CONFERENCE

A. Statements

A - 1. Summary of the Major Issues of the Director-General's Statement

7. The Conference heard a statement by the Director—General of FAO (Appendix 1).
He first comgratulated H.E. Said El Ragabani, Minister of Agriculture and Fishery
Resources of the United Arab FEmirates, on his election as chairman of the Conference
and wished him every success in directing its operations.

8. The Director—CGeneral said that the world food situation was still a cause for
concern. It had deteriorated in 1980 owing to the drop in world cereal production and in
food stocks, the greater cereal import needs of developing countries, and the rise in export
prices in comparison to those of 1979,

9. Greater efforts were called for to avoid a world food crisis, which could endanger
the lives of millions in the poorer countries, already facing starvation because of natural
disasters, a decline in agricultural production, lower amnual food aid allocations, and
insufficient contributions to the International Emergency Food Reserve (IEFR) of the World
Food Programme.

10. A suggestion had been made that the International Monetary Fund (IMF) should
establish a food-financing facility to assist low~income food-deficit countries to meet
the cost of their cereal imports. It had also been proposed, at the Committee on Food Aid
Policies and Programmes of the UN/FAO/ WFP and at the Council of Ministers of OPEC, that
the TEFR should be transformed into a legally-binding Convention and that the level of

its resources should be increased.

It. While the food and agricultural situation in the Near East had improved in 1980 as
compared with 1979, there was still a considerable variation in nutritional levels between
one country and another, as well as a large trade deficit in food commodities. Moreover,
the drought and low rainfall in several countries of the region constituted a cause for
concern.

12, The Director—General urged all countries of the region to accord higher priority to
agriculture in their development plans. Each of them should lay down its own agricultural
development strategy and pursue, on a continuing basis, the implementation of irrigation
and land reclamation projects,

13. It was important, also, to accord equitable treatment to farmers, who played a key
role in any well-developed system of agriculture, through adopting appropriate price
policies to guarantee them a fair income.

14. It had been encouraging to note the resolutions contained in the "Mecca Declaration',
which emphasized the Islamic nations' resolve to combat poverty in LDC countries by promoting
economic cooperation between them. Also, funds for economic and social development had been
made. available by the Arab Summit and the International Fund for Agriculture Development
(IFAD).

15. The Director-General believed that all funds and institutions concerned with
economic and social development in the region should emulate the World Bank and the EEC
by investing a greater share of their resources in agricultural development.

16. Agreements had been entered into between FAO and the Arab Organization for
Agricultural Development, IFAD, the Conference of Arab Ministers of Agriculture in the
Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula, and the World Bamnk, according to which the FAO Investment
Centre prepared agricultural projects for financing and implementation. Agricultural
projects for six countries of the Near East region had been submitted for financing.
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17. The Near East Cooperative Programme (NECP) had operated successfully over the past
five years, having implemented 29 regional and national projects, which benefited the region
as a whole and, in particular, those countries with. limited financial resources. As all
funds provided by domor countries of the region had been used to meet existing commitments,
further pledges were now required to respond to the very numerous project proposals out-
standing from recipient countries, which amounted to several hundred million dollars.

18, Recalling the satisfaction expressed by the Fourteenth Regional Conference concerning
NECP operations, the Director-General indicated the need to double contributioms for the next
five~year period, so as to maintain the Programme's current level of achievement, despite the
rate of inflation.

19. The strengthening of the NECP was all the more essential, given the fact that less
financial resources would be made available to UNDP in the next five years for techmical
assistance to the Near East region,

20. Tmportant action had been taken concerning the decentralization of the Organization's
activities. TFAO offices had been established and FAO REpresentatives appointed in some 60
developing countries, 11 of them in the Near East region. The closer contacts afforded by
that arrangement enabled FAQO to assist Governments to derive maximum benefits from its
progranmes.

21, The Director~General expressed satisfaction about the increased use of Arabic in
FAO and commended the Arab countries which thad provided voluntary contributions for that
purpose.

A =~ 2. Summary of the Statement by the President of the International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD)

22, The Conference heard the statement made by Mr. Abdul Muhsein Al Sudeiray, President
of TFAD, expressing his appreciation of the active support provided by FAO to TFAD during
its preparatory period and since it started activities. He praised the cooperation between
his organization and FAQ under the able guidance of its Director—Gemeral, Mr. Bdouard Saouma.
He was confident that such cooperation would continue and grow in the future.

23. He noticed that the gap between production and consumption was widening in the
region, which was a reason for concern.

24, Mr. Al Sudeiray reviewed IFAD's contribution of some 240 million dollars to finance
agricultural projects and provide technical assistance to countries of the region.

25. He also referred to the financial grants made by IFAD to some regional and inter-
national bodies and organizations, that are engaged in research on production of Foed Crops
in the Near East.

26. He expressed satisfaction at the decision taken by the Governing Council last
December to replenish the resources of IFAD, with a target of § 1 500 million to finance
programmes and projects during the three years 1981-1983.

A =~ 3, Summary of the Statement by the Deputy Executive Director of the UN/FAQ World Food
Programme (WFP) = - ” ’

27. The Conference heard a statement by Mr B. de Azevede Brito, Deputy Executive
Director of WFP, about WFP's resources and the volume of assistance to the countries of the
Near East, exceeding one billion dollars since the inception of WFP. ©Pledges from this
region , including important pledges from Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, had totalled $255.4 mil-~
lion.

28. Mr Brite emphasized the importance of emergency assistance, already mentioned by
the Director~General of FAO in his inaugural statement. He particularly stressed the role
of the WFP in providing food aid to alleviate human suffering in areas stricken by natural
or man-made disasters.



29, He appealed to member countries to increase their pledges to the WFP in order to
reach the target of $1 billion for the biennium 1981/82.

30. Mr Brite referred to the difficulties experienced by the WFP in delivering its
assistance to those who deserved it, particularly the poor in the rural areas. He appealed
to countries to strengthen their cooperation with the WEP in the planning, implementation

and evaluation of projects aimed at developing feod production, and to increase the resources
of the Programme - both in cash and kind ~ so that it might further extend its assistance to
the poor of the world.

A - 4. Summary of the Major lssues of the Statement by the Asgistant Director-General,

Regional Representative for the Near East

31. The Conference heard a statement by the FAO Regional Representative for the Near
East (Appendix F). He congratulated H,E., Sald El Raqabani, Minister of Agriculture and
Fishery Resources of the United Arab Emirates, on hig election as Chairman of the Conference.
He also welcomed the participating delagates and wished the Conference every success.

32. The Regional Representative pointed out that the present location of RNEA at FAO, HQ
facilitates contact and c¢oordination with departments and technical divisions of FAO to
ensure that programmes are implemented in a more efficient and timely manner.

33. Reviewing the food situation in the Region, the Regional Representative said that
in spite of the relative improvement last year in cereal production in some countries, the
value of food imports to the region increases from year to year.

34, The Regional Representative briefly reviewed the items and documents which would be
dealt with by the Conference, including food security, follow-up of WCARRD resolutions and
recommendations, animal production and the production of food crops.

35, He reviewed the state of agriculture in the region. This was characterized by a
limited cultivated area and fluctuating production due to dependance of cereal cultivation
on rainfall which, from year to year, differed in quantity and distribution. Such a situa-
tion led to a large gap between production and consumption, which was aggravated further by
population increases. He warned of the tendency to cultivate cereal crops, particularly
wheat, on marginal lands, at the expense of natural pastures. This led to a continual decline
in productivity, a noticeable deterioration in range lands and their gradual desertification.

36. The Regional Representative also dealt with the cultivation of food crops in irrvigated
lands. The limited availability of such lands made it difficult to introduce new agricul-
tural technologies. He also referred to the fragmentation of agricultural holdings in some
countries of the region and the loss of a substantial proportion of the output during growth,
harvest and post~harvest periods. He stressed the necessity of concerted efforts to over-
come the causes and effects of such adverse practices on production quantity and quality.

37. The ecological and climatic conditions made it difficult to extend dry-farming areas.
It was therefore necessary to seek production increase through vertical expansion by in-
creasing productivity, improving agricultural practices, soil preservation, combating soil
erosion, the proper use of appropriate inputs, and by changing the fallow system to the
cultivation of suitable varieties of legumes and feed plants.

38. In regard to irrigated areas, the Regional Representative said that efforts to
achieve horizontal expansion should be accompanied by improvements in irrigation and drainage
and the adoption of the most suitable irrigation methods.

39, In conclusion, the Regional Representative underlined the importance of drawing up
a general strategy for agricultural development in the region which would aim at achieving
quantitative and qualitative improvement in agricultural production, thus raising the incomes
and 1iyipg standards of rural populations and providing them with essential services. He



—- 5 e

then enumerated some elements of such a strategy: priority to the agricultural sectors in
overall development planning; agrarian reform legislation designed primarily to ensure a
more equitable distribution of income; legislation and infrastructures to guarantee the
?ptlmuw use of natural resources (land and water); a policy for integrated rural development;
lncentives to producers; suitable agricultural inputs at reasonable prices; training of ’
technical staff necessary for the agricultural sector and the expansion of white meat
(poultry and fish) production, ete.

B. Situation of Food and Agriculture in the Near East

40, The Regionmal Representative for the Near Fast introduced document NERC/81/2 and
reviewed FAO's regional activities and action taken in implementation of the resolutions
of the Fourteenth Regional Conference.

41. The Conference expressed satisfaction that the Organization had been able to pursue
implementation of Near East Regional activities according to the revised Programme of Work'
and Budget, and expressed appreciation of the action taken by FAQ to follow-up the resolu-
tions of the Fourteenth regional Conference.

42. The Conference stressed the importance of maintaining the present cooperation and
coordination between regional commissions and regiomal projects in order to avoid duplication
and overlapping.

43, The Conference expressed support of the wise policy followed by the Director—General
of FAO in introducing decentralization at the country level.

44, The Conference commended FAQ's efforts to assist countries of the Region to implement
their agricultural programmes and plans. It emphasized the importance of continued co-
operation between Near East countries and FAO, at both the national and regional levels.

45. 1t also stressed the necessity to strengthen regional cooperation towards agricultural
integration, especially in the areas of agricultural investment, research, training, exchange
of experience, transfer of technology and other areas of regional cooperation.

46, The importance of the Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP). was also stressed by the
Conference, which commended the efforts of the Director—General in the establishment and
strengthening of TCP and called for an increase in its funds in the budget of the Organization
for 1982-1983 in order to provide more support to developing countries of the Regiom, especially
in training, mobilization of investment resources, and meeting emergency needs resulting from
natural or man-made disasters.

47. The achievements of the FAO/Near East Cooperative Programme (NECP) were appreciated
by the Conference. It praised FAO's efforts in the implementation of country and regional
projects financed gy NECP and stressed that the Programme should continue and be expanded
with increased financial resources. '

48. The Conference was concerned abcut the food and agricultural situation in the World
and more particularly in the Near East Region, as reviewed by the Director-General in his
opening statement, especially in view of adverse implications to developing non-oil exporting
countries of the region.

49, It was also concerned that the two annual targets of ten million tons of cereals for
food aid and 500 000 tons for the International Emergency Food Reserve (IEFR) were not reached.

50. The Conference commended the efforts of the Director-General to provide a legally
binding character to the IEFR and was satisfied with his two proposals in this respect to the
UN/FAQ Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes and to the Ministerial Council of the
International Development Fund of OPEC.



51, It welcomed the appeal of the Director-General that each country in the region
should have its agricultural development strategy, and supported the broad lines of the
strategy presented by the Regional Representative for the Near East.

52, The role of thw FAO Investment Centre in the field of identification and preparation
of agricultural development projects was praised by the Conference. It stressed that
governments in the region should urge regional development funds, banks and similar
institutions to make use of the services rendered by the Centre.

53. The Conference also welcomed the existing cooperation between FAO and various
regional and international organizations, bodies and institutions working in the field of
investment and rural development in the Region.

54, The vemarkable expansion of the use of Arabic language in FAO and its subsidiary
bodies was greatly appreciated by the Conference which expressed its gratitude to donox
Arab countries who were extending their voluntary contributions to that end.

55. The heads of delegations, in their statements on country plans, supported the
importance of according appropriate priority to the agricultural sector and of providing
a flow of investment to the sector. They supported the proposal of the Director—General
which called the regional development banks and funds to allocate a certainm percentage of
their resources to agricultural development.

56. The Conference requested FAO to extend assistance to the Palestinian people through
the Palestine Liberation Organizations (PLO) along the lines proviously followed.

57. It also requested the states of the region to support the PLO to improve the
agricultural situation in the occupied territories and to undertake agricultural projects
for the benefit of the Palestinian people.

58. The Conference requested FAO, in cooperation with regional and international
organizations, to increase assistance for the rehabilitation of the agricultural sector
in Lebanon.

59, The Director-General was asked to include an item entitled The Regional Office for
the Near East" in the agenda of the Twenty-first session of the FAO Conference which will
be held in November 1981.

C. Subjects of Importance to the Region
C - 1. Regional Implications of International Actions to Strengthen World Food Security
60, Document NERC/81/3 was presented to the Conference. In addition to the data contained

therein the presentation provided updated information on international action taken since

the 1974 World Food Conference to achieve world food security. In discussing the document,
the Conference praised FAO's efforts in underlining the problem of food security in the world
and especially in the Near East Region, It stressed the need .to continue implementation of
national policies to establish local food reserves and to support food production. It
expressed satisfaction at FAO's activities with regard to its Early Warning System on Food

and Agriculture, which would indicate to governments the dangers surrounding supply of basic
foods in vulnerable countries.

61, The Conference commended FAO'§ efforts to assist governments of this Region to estab-
lish national food reserves and to identify and develop their projects. It also commended
FAO's Programme on Prevention of Food Losses, especially in grain.



62. ) The Conférence reviewed efforts to reach a new international grain arrangement and
emphasized that it should contain all the basic elements that would guarantee food security
for the world, and especially for developing countries.

63. A gumber of delegations described the measures taken by their govermments to improve
food security and the problem encountered in this area. Other delegations expressed their
countries' need for additional assistance, whether bilateral, multi-lateral or vegional, to
implement their food security programmes.

64, The Conference expressed its concern with regard to the food situation in the Regionm.
Food production did not increase in the same proportion as population in most Near East
countries. Thus, countries of the region were increasingly dependent on food imports to
meet their basic consumption needs and therefore were more vulnerable to sudden shortages in
foodstuffs. The Conference recommended Member Governments to draw up a new agricultural
strategy aimed at increasing production and productivity to levels that would accomplish
self~-sufficiency and national stock targets, and reduce post-harvest losses.

65. The Conference was pleased to note that a great number of Near Zast countries had
established national stock reserve policies and called on other countries to establish such
policies as soon as possible. It called on FAO to continue its assistance to these countries
in the formulation and implementation of such reserve policies.

66. The Conference supported FAO's Plan on World Food Security, with all its regiomal
implications for the Near East.

67. The Conference emphasized the importance of storage facilities which were necessary
to national food security programmes. It welcomed the assistance extended by FAO to this
objective through its Food Security Assistance Scheme and its Programme on the Prevention
of Food Losses.

68. The Conference expressed its serious concern that the minimum annual target of

500 000 tons of cereals of the International Emergency Food Reserve (IEFR) had not yet been
achieved and emphasized the need to strengthen the Reserve. It supported the efforts of the
Director—-General to enrole new donors to the Reserve and to ensure that contributions were
made available to it.

69, The Conference appreciated the collective initiatives taken in the Near Eagt Region
towards the achievement of food security. It requested regional and national organizations,
agencies, institutions and funds to continue their efforts and cooperation in the field of
food security and to establish a regional network of food security reserves.

70. The Conference appealed to the countries of the region to include in their agricul-
tural development plans provision for the achievement of national targets for food reserves,
as well as for the increase in agricultural and animal production and productivity, coordina-
tion of national policies and objectives relating to agriculture and an increase in invest-
ments allocated to the agricultural sector. ‘

71. The Conference also called for increased financial cooperation among the countries

of the region in the various types of investment in agricultural development, and for
coordination of investment activities undertaken by the different institutioms, particularly
so that the capabilities of such institutions in the field of project preparation and evalua-
tion may be increased and developed. It also called for more support for joint projects

in the Region in order to increase production and improve and develop marketing.

72. The Conference expressed its support for the FAQ Plan of Action on World Food
Security originally conceived as an interim measure pending the conclusion of a new inter-
national grains arrangement. It felt that since the progpects of an early conclusxog of

such an arrangement had further receded, governments should take immediate steps to implement
the Plan of Action individually and collectively.



73,  The Conference noted the recent initiatives in the Region for the promotion of
investment in agricultural production and for establishing food grain reserves at sub-
regional levels. It stressed that, in order to strengthen their collective capacity in the
vital sector of food security, countries of the region should intensify their efforts to
establish cooperative arrangements in all forms of agricultural investment, including joint
production of agricultural inputs essential for achieving a substantial growth in food
production,

74, The Conference recognized that there was an urgent need to provide additional assistance
to food deficit low-income countries which were faced with exceptionally large food import
bills especially at the time of large~scale domestic food shortages. It expressed the hope
that the Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund would approve as soon as possible
the FAO proposal that the IMF provide additional balance of payments support for this purpose.

75. The Conference recommended that, to improve food security in the Region:

a. governments of the region should give high priority to achieving
a substantial increase in food production;

b. all countries, particularly those which are heavily dependent
on imports for their food requirements, should take urgent
steps to establish adequate food reserves;

¢. all countries in the region should, in a spirit of collective
self-reliance, enter into sub-regional and/or regional arrangements
in agricultural investment projects and explore the possibilities
of setting up sub-regional food security schemes;

d. govermments and international organizations concerned should provide
the necessary technical, financial and food assistance to food security
projects in the region. They should also strengthen the resources of
the FAO Food Security Assistance Scheme, including through participation
of new donors.

76. The Conference urged food surplus countries and other countries in a position to do
so, to participate in Food Aid Convention and the International Emergency Food Reserve
with a view to achieving the accepted annual targets of 10 million tons and 500 000 tons of
cereals respectively. Present members should also increase their contributioms.

77. Governments in the region are requested to endorse the Director-General's proposal
to develop the ILEFR into a legally-binding convention as soon as possible with a view to
guaranteeing the availability of at least 500 000 tons of food per annum to be placed

at the disposal of the World Food Programme to meet the urgent and emergency requirements
of developing countries.

C - 2. Prospects for Increasing Animal Production in the Region

78.  The Conference discussed document NERC/81/4 which was prepared to highlight the
situation of food production from the region's livestock. It was recognized that animal
production in the region remained far below the demand level. The analysis of the situation
indicated that the increasing demand for milk, meat and eggs can be utilized to stimulate
indigenous production of these commodities and thus reduce dependence on imports.

79. The Conference noted that arable land resources for fodder and feed grain production
were limited while grazing lands provided most opportunity for development to provide a

large proportion of the forage requirements of the livestock population. 1In this regard,

it was recognized that with a proper cropping pattern fodder production can be complementary
rather than competitive with the production of human food. Recent technological developments
in this field should be propagated in the region, wherever appropriate.



80.  The Conference agreed with the elements of the development strategy outlined in the
document, and emphasized the need for strengthening intra-regional cooperation in the fields
of training; animal disease control, including quarantine arrangements and veterinary
diagnostic support; supply of vaccines, drugs and semen; exchange of information and research
results; and utilization of grazing lands by pastoral livestock, especially when inter-
country migrations are involved.

81. Some delegations requested that special attention be given to improving the conditions
of the pastoralists so that they should become the focal point of integrated rural develop-
ment programmes in grazing areas and participate in the development process at all levels.

82. A number of delegates pointed out the need to strengthen the Regional Project for
Animal Production and Animal Health and the International Programme for the Ecological
Management of Arid and Semi-Arid Rangelands in Africa and the Near East (EMASAR). Some
delegates mentioned the importance of cooperation and exchange of experience by the provision
of experts, drugs, vaccines, frozen semen and laboratory training facilities of any one
country in the Region through the Regional Project for Animal Production and Animal Health.

83. The Conference urged Near East countries to give greater care to livestock in their
development plans and to increase investments in that sector at the mational and regional
levels.

84, Intensive animal production systems in farming areas and poultry production were
discussed by the Conference and it recommended that:

a. emphasis is needed on strengthening dairy producers’ cooperatives, whose efforts
should be directed towards selective breeding, aritificial insemination, stores
for feed and other supplies and milk marketing to ensure favourable price
structure;

b, fattening operations for sheep, cattle and buffaloes should be promoted through
demonstrations and appropriate investment planning; and

c. the poultry industry needs strengthening to improve its efficiency,
especially through training in poultry farm management; and

d. expansion of the feed supply and greater utilization of crop, cereal and
slaughterhouse wastes and by-products to intensify animal production in the region.

85. The importance of making appropriate institutional arrangements in the countries to
promote animal production was recognized by the Conference. The implementation of integrated
animal production development programmes call for agencies that combine the functions of
providing to the producer technical services in animal health and production, rangeland
development and fodder production; necessary supplies and inputs; and marketing, processing
and credit facilities.

86. The Conference noted that adoption of appropriate policies for land use and price
structure favourable to the producer were an essential element of an integrated programme
for the development of animal production in the Region.

87. The Conference noted the role of rural women in animal husbandry and the need for
special training and extensive programmes to provide women with basic knowledge and technical
gskills in order to increase production at the farm and household levels.



¢ -~ 3. Review and Follow-up in the Region of Actions Arising from the Plan of Action
of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD)

88, The Conference considered document NERC/81/5 which reviewed the conclusions and
recommendations of the Fourteenth FAO Regional Conference (1978) that were subsequently
presented. at the WCARRD Preparatory Committee (1979).

89. The Conference was satisfied to see that the Declaration of Principles and

Programme of Action embodied the wishes of the Near East countries with regard to agrarian
reform and rural development, as expressed in the recommendations of the Fourteenth Regional
Conference. The Conference underlined the commitment of the countries of the region to the
follow-up action on the Declaration of Principles and Programme of Action issued by WCARRD.
1t appreciated the readiness of FAO to assist the countries of the region in developing
policies and programmes relating to rural development within their national development
plans.

90. The Conference expressed satisfaction and support for the follow-up action taken by
TAQO in implementation of the Programme of Action at the international level as well as at
the level of the Near East Regiomn. It appreciated the leading role played by FAD in the
field of rural development within the UN system. This included convening three joint
meetings at the regional level attended by representatives of other UN agencies in the

Near East.,

91. The Conference expressed its interest in the implementation of the FAO programme
designed to assist countries in identifying economic and social parameters for measuring
progress made in the continuing reduction of poverty in rural areas, in analyzing policies,
in the establishment of a follow-up and evaluation system. and in the formulation of rural
development programmes and projects. It called on FAO to supplement efforts in order that
countries might prepare reports for submission to the FAO Conference in 1983 on progress
being made towards alleviating rural poverty.

92. The Conference underlined the importance of establishing a regiomal centre for
integrated rural develooment with a network of national institutions or centres to undertake
research work, training, dissemination of information, documentation, and formulation of
rural development programmes, as had already been done in the establisiment of the regional
centres in Africa and Asia.

93. The Conference called for continued efforts to provide more funds in support of
the programme to help countries in the implementation of WCARRD recommendations according
to the resolution of the FAO Conference in 1979.

94, The Conference also called for the strengthening of regional networks of marketing
information, and the Regional Association of Agricultural Credit for the Near East and

North Africa, and for the develooment of agriculture under dry climate conditions,
particularly range management in areas of traditionmal agriculture. All this would contribute
to production growth and ensure food securitv for the countries of the Region.

95. The Conference requested the Organization to continue its assistance to the countries
in the follow*upAaction on the decisions and recommendations of WCARRD, which were aimed at
the promotion of investments to support rural development programmes and the elimination of

production constraints, especially through assistance in studying the problems of fragmented
holdings and rural exodus.

96. The Conference requested FAO to submit a report to the next Regional Conference on
the progress made in the implementation of WCARRD's decision in countries of the Region.

a7, The Conference adopted the following resolution:
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NERC RESOLUTION 1/81

Regional Centre for Integrated Rural Development

The Conference,

Noting with satisfaction the actions taken by FAO at the internatiomnal level in general
and in the Near East in particular on the implementation of the recommendations of the
World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, held in Rome in July 1979,

Appreciating the steps taken bv the Director-Gemeral of FAO for establishing Regional
Integrated Rural Development Centres, as requested by Member Governments in other regions,

Considering that such a Centre would facilitate the promotion of Agrarian Reform and
Rural Development Programmes by interested Governments in the Near East,

Requests the Director—General of FAQO, in consultation with the Member Governments of the
Region, to take appropriate steps towards the possible establishment of a Regional Centre
on Integrated Rural Development for the Near East.



D. FAO Programme In The Near East

D - 1. Review of Regional Bodies and Reporting on their Meetings during the Biennium

98. The Conference considered document NERC/81/6, and endorsed the following:

a. Recommendations of the Fourth Session of the Animal Production and Health
Commission in the Near East, held in Tunis, Tunisia, 14-16 December 1978.

b. Recommendations of the Sixth Session of the Regional Commission on Land and
Water Use in the Near East, held in Amman, Jordan, 12-15 May 1979.

c. Recommendations of the Eighth Session of the Near East Commission on Agri-=
cultural Statistics, held in Nicosia, Cyprus, 3-7 September 1979.

d. Recommendations of the Ninth Session of the Near East Commission on Agri-
cultural Planning, held in Damascus, Syria, 7-11 December 1980,

e, Recommendations of the Ninth Session of the Commission for Controlling
the Desert Locust in the Near East, held in Baghdad, Iraq, 16-19 December 1978,
the Tenth Session, held in Rome, 5-7 December 1979, and the Eleventh Session,
held in Amman, Jordan, 13-16 October 1980.

99. The Conference requested the Director-General of FAO to take these recommendations
into account, when elaborating the forthcoming Programme of Work and Budget within the
financial resources available to FAO.

100. The Conference recommended the Director-General to undertake a detailed study on
the status of the Regional Commissions in the Near East in order to identify the diffi-
culties and obstacles which prevent some of them from achieving their aims, and to enhance
their activities to the benefit of the Region,

101. In the field of fisheries the Conference adopted the following resolution:

NERC RESOLUTION 2/81

Fisheries Commission for the Near East

The Conference,

Recalling that the Twelfth FAO Regional Conference for the Near East (1974) recommended
the establishment of a Commission to promote collaboration in fisheries development in the
Region,

Noting that the Committee on Fisheries agreed to this recommendation at the Eleventh
Session in April 1977 subject to further consultations with the countries concerned
regarding ways of financing the activities of such a Commission and means of coordinating
those activities with the work of the General Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean and
of the Indian Ocean Fishery Commission,

Noting further that views on these matters were received from many of the countries of the
Region in response to a questionnaire sent by the Director-General of FAOQ in August 1977

Conscious of the economic, social and nutritional contributions that the fisheries can
make for the bemefit of the peoples in the Regionm,

Invites the Director-General of FAO to consider in the light of the consultations he had
already held, the steps required to establish a Fisheries Commission for the Near East,
the main functions of which would be to reinforce regional cooperation in fisheries, ro
promote the exchange of information and experience, to strengthen training activities and
to support national and regional efforts to develop fisheries in the Region.
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D - 2. Regional Cooperation on Field Food Crops

102, The Conference studied with great attention document NERC/81/7 on the need for
regional cooperation in the development of field food crop production. It expressed its
complete satisfaction with the progress made through the Regional Project on Field Food
Crops in the areas of technical training and improved seed production, in the introduction
of new crops and in the supply of experimental and laboratory machinery and equipment to
develop agricultural research in field food crops, all of which had led to improvement in
national food crop production within the Region. ”

103. The Conference underlined the content of paragraph 73 of the Report of the
Fourteenth Regional Conference which requested FAO to continue its major responsibilities
in the activities of the Regional Project on Field Food Crops and not to relinquish them
to other international or regional bodies,

104, The Conference stressed that, despite limited arable land resources and diffiecult
environmental conditions, the production of food crops in irrigated and rainfed areas

could be considerably increased by better soil and water management, use of improved
varieties and adoption of modern crop production technology. It realized that to achieve
this objective would require strong national research and development institutes cooper—
ating with extension and other support services, timely provision of inputs, seeds and
fertilizers, and policy measures conducive to large-scale adoption of new innovations.

All countries of the Region were urged to streamline their national policies for increasing
food production.

105. The Conference greatly appreciated FAQ's efforts to develop and strengthen inter-
country cooperation in field food crops, in training of manpower, strengthening of ex~
tension services and research institutions, the provision of large quantities of improved
varieties for local multiplication, and the organization of seminars and meetings for the
exchange of useful technical information.

106. The Conference greatly appreciated the resources provided by the Director-General
in 1980 and 1981, under FAO's Technical Cooperation Programme, to maintain some of the
project activities and commended his efforts to prepare action plans for future activities.

107. The Conference supported the objectives and framework for regional cooperation
proposed in document NERC/81/7. It requested the countries of the Region to provide the
necessary resources for pursuing the activities of the Regional Project on Field Food Crops.
It adopted the following resolution:

NERC RESOLUTION 3/81

Regional Cooperation on Field Food Crops

The Conference,

Noting with great concern the widening gap between domestic production and consumption of
staple food crops and increasing reliance on imported supplies in the Region,

Recognizing that, despite limited arable land resources and difficult environmental condi-
tionsg, there is considerable poteuntial for increased production of field food crops by
improving and stabilizing yields in both irrigated and rainfed areas through judicious land
and water use, better soil management, selection and multiplication of locally adapted
varieties and adoption of modern crop production techmology,

Aware that many problems limiting food production in countries of the Region are location-
specific and their solutions need to be found through locally conducted research and !
development efforts, closer cooperation between research and extension services to transfer
improved technology to farmers, and policy measures conducive to large-scale adoption of
improved techniques,



Appreciating the assistance provided by FAO through the Regiomal Project on Field Food Crops
in providing large quantities of improved seeds as well as new germplasm, supplying experimental
machinery and equipment, training manpower, organizing seminars, workshops and study tours,

Conscious of the fact that this most valuable work was made possible by the generous volun~
tary contributions of certain countries and organizations in the Region,

Recalling the recommendation of the Fourteenth FAO Regional Conference for the Near East
according to which FAQ should continue to assume leadership for this Regiconal Project,

Noting with satisfaction the decision of the Director-General to provide the necessary
bridging from the Technical Cooperation Programme of FAQ, to maintain essential project
activities after the termination of UNDP funding, and the various initiatives he had taken
for strengthening cooperation between research and extension services in the Region,

Endorsing the action plan for regional cooperation proposed in document NERC/81/7, con-
sisting of personnel at various levels, transfer of improved technology to farmers and
provision of inputs,

Recommends that:

1. The Director-General, within the means at his disposal, should take all
necesgsary steps to implement the action plan;

2. Member countries should continue to cooperate with FAO's secretariat to elaborate
further these proposals into concrete programmes at national and regional levels
for a period of five years from 1982;

3. All countries and organizations of the Region, which are in a position to do so,
should support this project and should inform the Director-General, preferably
before the end of 1981, of their intended tontirubutions in cash or kind to the
proposed cooperative activities;

4, The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) should be asked to
provide a financial grant to help in implementing the project along the lines
of the grants it provided to other international and regional organizations and
agencies working in the field of food crop production in the Near East, as
indicated by the President of IFAD in his statement to the Conference;

5. 1f necessary, FAO should field a mission in 1981 to agree with potential donors
of the Region on the amount of their financial assistance to the whole or to part
of the proposed action plan, either directly, or through the FAO Near East
Government Cooperative Programme (NECP);

6. Potential donors of the Region should be immediately requested to commit, as a
matter of urgency, the minimum amount of US$ 600 000 required for the first year
of operation, in order to maintain at least essential activities, when the
present funding arrangements come to an end, in December 1981,
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E. Concluding Items

E - 1. FAO/Near Fast Government Cooperative Programme (NECP)

108. The Regional Representative reviewed the activities of the NECP. He stated that
contributions from the countries of the Region to the NECP had been exhausted by the
regional and national projects reviewed in the information working paper dealing with the
progress of these projects.

109. The Conference underlined the importance of the NECP and requested that the Director-—
General evaluate the previous phase and consult with the countries about drawing up NECP's
future policy.

110, The Conference adopted the following resolution:

NERC RESOLUTION 4/81

FAO/Near East Government Cooperative Programme (NECP)

The Conference,

Reaffirming the recommendations of the Fourteenth FAQO Regional Conference regarding the
importance of continuing the FAO/Near East Government Cooperative Programme,

Recognizing the valuable achievements which the NECP was able to reach at the national and
regional levels over the last five years,

Decides to:

1, Thank the governments of the donor countries which financed the NECP in its
first phase;

2. Form a ministerial committee consisting of a number of Ministers of Agriculture
in the Region and the FAQ Assistant Director-General/Regional Representative for
the Near East. This Ministerial Committee shall visit the donor countries in the
Region fo ascertain their pledges and commitments towards the NECP in its next
phase, taking into consideration that such pledges should be increased in oxder
to match the magnitude of the numerous national and regional projects submitted
by the countries of the Region;

3. Request the Director~General of FAQO (before the Ministerial Committee starts
its mission) to undertake intensive contacts with countries of the Region in
the manner he chooses in order to facilitate the work of the Committee;

4. Request the Director—General tp help in preparing necessary arrangements and
contacts relevant to the mission referred to above;

5. Request the Director—General to initiate the implementation and operation of
projects approved for financing by the donor countries once the new financial
pledges are made available.
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E - 2. Representation of the Near Fast Region on the Consultative
Group on International Agricultural Research (CCIAR)

111, The Conference considered document NERC/81/8 and elected the Republic of Iraq and
the Libyan Arab Popular Socialist Jamahyria to represent the Region in the Consultative
Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), for the period 1981-82 after the
expiry of the mandate of Egypt and Syria., The Conference stressed that the representatives
of the Region should participate fully in the meetings of the Group, to take full respon~-
gibility in this respect and to report to the next Regional Conference. The Conference also
recommended that the Regional Office continue its efforts as a focal point for liaison
between the Representatives of the Region, on the one hand, and the countries of the Region
and the CGIAR on the other.

E - 3. Date and Place of the Sixteenth Regional Conference for the Near East

112. H.E., Safd El Ragabani, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries of the United Arab
Emirates, informed the Conference.that the invitation from his Government to host this
Conference was still standing. The Conference unanimously welcomed this statement. The date
for the next Regional Conference would be determined after consultation between the
Director-General and the Government of the United Arab Fmirates.

E - 4, Adoption of the Report

113. The Conference adopted the Draft Report presented to it and praised the efforts of
the Rapporteur and Secretariat in its preparation.

E - 5. Closure of the Conference

114, The Director-General of FAO, Mr. Edouard Saouma, expressed his thanks to the
Chairman and the Vice Chairmen for the valuable efforts they deployed in the steering of
meetings. He also thanked the country delegations for their constructive proposals and
pertinent discussions. A special expression of appreciation went to the efforts of the
Rapporteur. Observers from other agencies were thanked for their participation.

115. At the end, H.E. Said El Ragabani, Chairman of the Conference, expressed his thanks
to the Director-General of FAO and praised the work of FAO's Secretariat in the preparation
of the Conference. He also thanked all participating delegations, hoping for a continued
effort in all countries for further cooperation within the Region, for the achievement of
food security and a better standard of living, He declared the Conference closed at 18.00
hours, Friday 24 April 1981,



II.

III.

Iv.

VI,

APPENDIX A

s ———

AGENDA

INTRODUCTORY NOTES

1. Opening of the Conference
2, Election of Chairman, Vice-~Chairmen and Drafting Committee
3. Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable

STATEMENTS

1. Statement by the Director-General

2, Statement by the President of IFAD

3. Statement by the Deputy Executive Director of WFP

4. Statement by the FAO Regional Representative for the Near East

SITUATION OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE IN THE NEAR EAST

SUBJECTS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE REGION

1. Regional Implications of International Actions to Strengthen World Food Security

2. Prospects for Increasing Animal Production in the Region

3. Review and Follow-up 1in the Region of Actions Arising from the Plan of Action of
the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD)

FAQ PROGRAMME IN THE NEAR EAST

1. Review of Regional Bodies and Reporting on their Meetings during the Biennium
2. Regional Cooperation in Field Food Crops

CONCLUDING ITEMS

1. TFAO/Near East Government Cooperative Programme (NECP)

2, Representation of the Near Fast Region on the Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

3. Date and Place of the Sixteenth FAO Regional Conference

4. Adoption of the Report

5. Closure of the Conference






Tuesday

21 April 1981
Morning
09.30 hrs.

10.30 hrs.

Wednesday

22 April 1981
Morning
09,00 hrs.

Thursday

23 April 1981
Morning
09.00 hrs.

II.

III.

Iv.

TIMETABLE

Agenda Item Agenda

Item No.

APPENDIX B

Document No.

Registration

INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

= Opening of the Conference

- Election of the Chairman, Vice~
Chairmen and Drafting Committee

- Adoption of the Agenda and Time-
table

STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

- Statement by the Director-General
-~ Statement by the President of IFAD

= Statement by the Executive Director
of WFP

- Statement by the Regional Represen-
tative for the Near East

SITUATION OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
IN THE NEAR EAST

» General debate on situation and
prospects of food and agriculture
in the Near East

SUBJECTS OF IMPORTANCE TO THE REGION

= Regional Implications of Intermna-
tional Actions to Strengthen World
Food Security

~ Prospects for Increasing Animal
Production in the Region

I.1

I.2

I.3

IIT

IIT.1

v

Iv.1

.2

NERC/81/1
NERC/81/1(a)
NERC/81/INF/2 Rev.2

NERC/81/CONF /1

NERC/81/CONF/2

NERC/81/2

NERC/81/3

NERGC/81 /4



V.
Friday
24 April 1981
Morning
09.00 hrs.

VI.
16.00 hrs,

Agenda Item

._Bzm.

Agenda Item No.

Document No.

Review and Follow-up in the Region
of Actions arising from the Plan of
Action of the World Conference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Develop-
ment (WCARRD)

FAO PROGRAMME IN THE NEAR EAST

Review of Regional Bodies and
Reporting on their Meetings during
the biennium

Regional Cooperation in Field Food
Crops

CONCLUDING ITEMS

Any other business

FAO/Near East Governments
Cooperative Programme (NECP)

Representation of the Region on the
Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research

Date and Place of the Sixteenth

FAO Regional Conference for the
Near East

Adoption of the Report

Closure of the Conference

v.3

VI

VI.1

VI.2

VI.3

VI.4

VI.5

NERC/81/5

NERC/81/6

NERC/81/7

NERC/81/8



List of Delegates, Observers and FAO Staff and

SAID MOHAMMED AL~RAQABANT
(United Arab Emirates)

AMIN ABDALLAH KHALIL
(Sudan)

Conference Secretariat

Chairman

Rapporteur

APPENDIX €



- C2 -

MEMBER NATIONS IN THE REGION
ETATS MEMBRES DE LA REGION

PR e IS R K

AFPGHANISTAN - AFGHANISTAN O b s s
Delegate Fazel Rahim Mohmand

Minister of Agriculture and Land Reform
Alternate Abdul Wadood Zafarl

President

Cooperative Development

Alternate Mohammed Afzal Aazami
Director of Foreign Cooperation
Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reform

BAHRAIN - BAHREIN N —T
Delegate Siddig Al-Alawi S—dadl Gy se.
Director of Agriculture p ;&QQJNUJG
Ministry of Commerce and Agriculture Jjb 5, ,,%
Alternate Hassan Mohamed Abdul-~Karim _Jﬂl Af damme
Head of Agricultural Extension Unit u—s L3l als, Y1 Jgbue
Ministry of Commerce and Agriculture % Mo 3 Loaml 3. 18
1 y g ‘\m—&b)_nj O.) ‘°)‘J_9
Alternate Moh'd Abhmed Al-Thawadi . S ol ;H Se | Aamae
Head of Statistics and Marketing 3 sl #Lbam Y1 a0
Ministry of Commerce and Agriculture ﬁmshgb J] <157 ﬂ
CYPRUS -~ CHYPRE P 3
Delegate Micos K. Pattichis

Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources

Alternate Fotis G. Poulides
Ambassador of Cyprus to FAO

Alternate Avraam Louca
Director, Department of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources

Associate G. Camelaris
Assistant Agricultural Officer
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources

DJIBOUTI

DJIBOUTI

P SRS TE
Delégue Abhmed Ibrahim Abdi

Anmbassadeur de Djibouti en Italie
Suppleant Mohamed Ahmed Aocoalek

Chef du Service de 1'Agriculture
et des Forets



EGYPT -~ EGYPTE J 0
Delegate Abmed Sidky (g—E 2> dam |
gggzssador of Egypt Lo, b pian gt
Alternate Fouad Reda b, w183
Director-General oc Qe ladla, Mo, widl ok o s
Training Department a LA Ta b ¢ vy 7o
Ministry of Agriculture
Alternate Tousef Ali Hamdi R ggk“iﬁﬁ
Agricultural Counsellor g lad T saally (el Lo
Alternate Permanent Representative . L LT
of Egypt to FAO logy ¢ &3ty &, 6 Yl Eakss (5 o)
Alternate Mohammed Diab eI PP
Minis?er Plenipotentiary logy ¢y 8, lduw ¢ g2 da iy
Egyptian Embassy
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) SV D | R PPN I B
IRAN (REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D')
Delegate Mohamed Salamati
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development
Alternate Abbas Ali Zali
Acting Minister of Agriculture
Adviser Eskandar Rastegar
Counsellor of the Embassy, Rome
IRAQ ol i
Delegate Amir Mehdi Salih Al Khishali Pl pdle 5 age ks
Minister of Agricultural and _ gw¢[ﬁji?>h”¥baﬁhﬂ'gﬁb
Agrarian Reform = &~
. Ak
Alternate Mustafa Hamdoun Q) Dtz (A0
Permanent Representative of &bﬁggggﬁwQSJJé;JthbJJgdxw
Iraq to FAO Lvagy ¢ s 1500
Adviser Hazim Fadhli Najib e gJﬁéﬁt%
Alternate Permanent Representative ARSI U | B
to FAO F
. Y] .
Associate Khalid Mahmoud Al Ishaki (ol W1 g0 AL
Director-General el lagl G ubell &g tt ol 4a0a
Natio?al Committee for FAO &1&153%3531&¢&M
in Iraq
JORDAN ~ JORDANIE R
- N
Delegate Marwan Doudin “uhwwﬂﬁéﬁJu)irM
: Minister of Agriculture COMSSSIY ]38 ) R
. mm.j.au.” * Jrikd S
Alternate Hassan El-Naboulsi e RS

Director-General 4 "sq)ﬂl&kbLaﬂiau&nllfhdijdAdi
Cooperatives Organizations ‘



JORDAN (Cont.d) -

- Ch4 -

JORDANIE (Cont)

Alternate

Alternate

KOWAIT -

Sami Sunna‘'a
Director-General

Agriculture Credit Corporation

Bourhan Abu Howeilg

Director of External Relations of

the Ministry of Agriculture

KOWEIT

Delegate

Alternate

Alternate

Alternate

LIBAN -

Salem Al-Mannai

Assistant Under~Secretary
for Agricultural Affairs

Ministry of Public Works

Fatimah Hayat

Head of Foreign and Technical
Relations, Agric. Dept.

Ministry of Public Works

Ahmad M.S. Al Nakib
Supdt. of Agricultural Wealth
Ministry of Public Works

Ali Saud Al-Hadlol Al-Matrood
Animal Production Section
Ministry of Public Works

LEBANON

Délégué

Suppléant

SOCIALIST PEOPLE'S LIBVAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA

Rachid Edriss,
Directeur General

Office de la Production Animale

Khalil Choueiri
Directeur Geéneral
Office de la Soie

sl

(ﬁb)O%W
l_,s‘JlW"}oJszle.qu

> > UL"’JJ
i sl e LA

a——-——-—-r—bﬂ‘° s
55|
ot Lol 1 oy xf,tﬁm

YRR EAT xlw 5l LS
Q—-——\ALJ&J' JLMY‘OJJB

el e & Wbl

Qo I3 &pua T Bt duas G,

i L1 JLas Y15, 15,
Sgpbedl Js) ) sgm b
i alal JLs Y1, 0,

O —

uu_.__....._.:‘).)' .}...\MJ
ool b Yl ok e

i1 Yy atd ] gl Gadl ipa e lasd |

Delegate

Alternate

Alternate

Adviser

LA JAMAHIRIYA ARABE LIBYENNE POPULAIRE ET SOCIALISTE

Beshir Joudah
Secretary of Agrarian Reform
and Land Development

Abou Bakr El-Ramli )
General Director of Animal
Production Department

Bashir Al-Mabrouk Said
Head of Planning and Follow-up
Section

Mohammed Sidki Zehni
Permanent Representative of
the Jamahiriyva to FAO

OJPJ«—&J

' Y!J““*ﬁ uFJr”
&,—-w abe ,% 5]
UJ’}A:-.H Z{l‘j.l‘i“o_)léi fkﬁ.h

o5l W mansy o Ll e Y1 Sl

A Jgpedl iy
astiadly sl pud o

o2l ¥ pmansg e L3I C>Lamu¥|&4hl

&diuksaJ&Q}ah¢J3g1¢J!L&MJI
PO— S ] P P



MAURITANIE -

_CS_

MAURITANIA

Délégué

Suppleéant

Suppleant

MAROC - MOROCCO

Delegue

Suppléant

Adjoint

Conseiller

Conseiller

OMAN - OMAN

Delegate

Alternate

Associate

Associate

Kane Abdoul Clre
Secretalre general du Ministere
du Developpament rural

Ould Bah Mohamed Sidya
Directeur de 1l'Elevage

Ahmed Salem Ould Moloud
Directeur Adjoint de 1'Agriculture
Ministere du Developpemenf Rural

Abdellatif Ghissassi
Ministre de 1'Agriculture

Moulay Moustapha Belarbi Alawi
Anbassadeur du Royaume du Maroc
Rome

Mlle Farida Jaidi

ler Secretaire d'Ambassade
Anmbassade du Royaume du Maroc
Rome

Moumen Mohamed
Directeur du Cabinet du
Ministre de 1'Agriculture

Iraqui Abdessamia
Charge de 1a Cooperatlon
Ministere de 1'Agriculture

Hassan A. Al-Muraza
Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries

Khanfar Abdulla Khamfar
Director, Animal Wealth Dept.
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries

Ahnaf Omar Al-Zubeidi
Director of Agricultural Affairs
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries

Abdalla Ibrabim Al-Hakim
Permanent Representative
of Oman to FAO

PAKISTAN - PAKISTAN

Delegate

Alternate

Mir Zafarullah Khanp Jamali
Minister of State
Food, Agriculture and Cooperatives

Abdus Salam Akhtar
Joint Secretary and Animal Husbandry
Commissioner, Ministry of Food and Agriculture

- FN |

R

VR PESTIERNTTI

s b i

Sk gl Gilhas 5 Y
by, 8 Gyl | i

R VEPSR IV R WD |

lo_cgJ« Ejlé,w.][{ lejw‘,f.w

Smama (oga

e Lyl 8, By ol e

&~wwd' Do %ﬁbs

lpdts,ly (8 o lasdl Uy

{ o

»)

EIEROSTRAER I

8ot 8

aﬁuléfldjadn

dhmwyﬁ%;”%ﬂ

5 S | e i |

wb)-”w;r«”r-m
I Yy & L1 3,1

ﬁy—-—-.wl‘%.fb Iyt ol ag

e L5l i Y dokin (5 ) 101 Jteadl

ol b u(L!




PAKISTAN (Cont.d)

Alternate

Alternate

QATAR -~ QATAR

Delegate

Alternate

Alternate

SAUDI ARABIA -

__C6._

~ PAKISTAN (Cont) ( pl) olezasly

C.M. Anwar Khan
Member (Plant Sciences)
Ministry of Food and Agriculture

Parvez Masud
Alternate Permanent Representative of Pakistan
to FAQ, Embassy of Pakistan, Rome

L
Ahmed A.R. Al-Mana &—Jhd|¢»>y” A e
Under~Secretary il dle G Ladl 8,15y s
Ministry of Industry and Ll 229 P9

Agriculture

Jassem Ali Al-Mchannadi S wigedl b ope o
Head of Economy and Statistics gp&ﬁ"hm»ﬂg Jhx@y'ﬁwé 5
Ali Mohammad Al~Kubaisi ﬁfmwwﬂ+ﬂl.uaw yk

Head of Agricultural Service = N % ’
2 1 M!)JJ’ ﬁ"“‘g(..)““""ﬁ)

ARABIE SAOUDITE ey S | iy ad | 8llao |

Delegate

Atef Y. Bukhari Sy by bk

Ambassador of Saudi Arabia dey3dls & 5 Y1 Gakins (5 o ?5;_}_“ foa
to FAO -

Alternate Abdul-Aziz Al-Faris g b ssal s

Minietry of Agriculture sl T

Riyadh S *ﬁﬂ AA FRSY

Aiternate Mustafa I. Mahdi S e pua Ll Lahua

Alzgrgzge Permanent Representative Bk d~miﬁ‘dﬂ Frood | a6 L

ety 45 Y

SOMALYA -~ SOMALIE JLWw“m—ﬂwmﬁWdl
Delegate Mohamed Ali Noor

Alternate

Alternate

Adviser

Adviser

Adviser

Minister of Livestock, Forestry and Range

Ismail Alin Nooh
Director, Department of Planning
Ministry of Livestock, Forestry and Range

Mukhtar Sheikh Abdirazak
Second Secretary
Somali Embassy, Rome

Abdilatif Haji Abdullahi
Director, Department of Planning and Statistics
Ministry of Agriculture

Abdikarim Farah Hersi
Director of Fisheries
Ministry of Fisheries

Hassan Mohamed M,
Somali Embassy, Rome



-.C'?.,..

SUDAN - SOUDAN Oy S——
Delegate Omar El-Amin WY‘M
Minister of Agriculture, Food 4 rORY, i ls "
and Natural Resources . ')J'”Jb %Myb%bﬂlﬁ*’ﬁ
Alternate Amir Abdalla Khalil S LY L Py
Permanent Representative of 1 [ £ |
Sudan to FAO Q.:.\sy Wéﬂ‘)d}uﬂﬁalﬂ%ﬁ;
Alternate Mustafa Bedawi Bashir A—iy g ik
Chairman and Managing Director daw’as ok D | N P
of Animal Production and FpE LGS i
Public Corporation u—-—-db-m” @lﬁ‘d\-“
SYRIA - SYRIE Sy
Delegate Hamed I. Masawker Sowe pralyl 2ols
Minister of Agriculture |1 Yo e L3l e
and Agrarian Reform g—sb CM@ b & LT
Alternate Mohamad Ali Sabbagh {Lﬂ-” ul‘ Aams
Assistant Minister 'u” ?‘my'ﬁ““.}ﬂ'ﬁﬂ o9 Laa
Alternate Riad Saad El-Din O aaw gL,
Director of Irrigation g el | doukoss
and Agriculture Plan e R g4
State Planning Commission i ool by 80
Alternate Adnan Duedari S ol
Syrian Embassy, Rome L Q) ¢ Zi.w.quKJ&MJI
TUNISIE ~ TUNISIA S 393
Delégué Mohsen Boujbel Sremizgr (aimne
Directeur de la Planification Agricole u"b}”! L "I”J.g-&-a
Suppleant Mohsen Bel Hadj Amor e glody Qo
Representant Permanent de la aabiy a1t a3l Jaaedd
Tunisie aupres de la FAO s uu};_!‘u . ..
e lysdly & 58 VI
Suppleant Mohsen Chebil St e
Directeur des Affaires Foncieres et sl do s ad | oyefad | o o
de Legislatmn & 7 ‘)3}“, s
Ministere de 1'Agriculture s 518, L
Adjoint Zidani M'naocuar i Lol T e
Ingenieur principal J3§-““x.r’ g
Conseiller Mme Fatma Larbi WHI&@EBKW!
Chef de Service a la Cooperatlon g 1 ijj‘ﬁ‘u.‘é“n 5

internationale . .
Ministere de 1'Agriculture e 1,518, 15



..C8...
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES - EMIRATS ARABES UNIS

Delegate Said Mohammed Al-Ragabani
Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries
Alternate Mohammed Abdul Aziz
Agricultural Adviser
Alternate Abdalla Ben Abdul Aziz
Director,
Middle Region
Associate Waleed Al-Arda
Information Officer
Associate Safooh Hatahet
Cooperation and Marketing Advisor
Associate Obaid Juma'a

Deputy Director of Plant
Production Department

YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC -~ YEMEN, REPUBLIQUE ARABE DU

Ahmed Ali Al-~Hamadani
Minister of Agriculture
and Fisheries

Delegate

Hassan A, El-Huraibi
Permanent Representative of

Alternate

Yahya A. Al-Barak
Director-General of C.P,O.

Adviser

Mogbil A. Guthaim
Director-General
Planning and Statistics
Ministry of Agriculture

YEMEN, (PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF)

Adviser

the Yemen Arab Republic to FAO & °

AR

S',......_.JL,‘é_,.H Aasms Dt
Il Yy 8 L3 g

g :!)jJ! 2 u
Sidlae or ol

asyLadl sl
('3—--.." }-ud-”j QﬁL&S\J'JL&:&m

Sl 83018515 500050

i | &y adl &) 9.0

o—taagdl e el
dsfanad 189,515 G 1501 450

D&yl &g gant] 31 0I1 Jiaad
de Lty & 3 Y1 dodise (5

Sl o

Pr——ts o .Lc,:-ld_\:eﬂ
3 * Lo YEW“’&)@‘M

St 1 &b Lgay o1 (e | 8000

YEMEN, (REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE POPULAIRE DU)

Delegate Naguib Abdul-Rahman Kudar
Deputy Minister of Agriculture
and Agrarian Reform
Alternate Abdul-Rahman Moh'd Tarmoon
Planning Officer
Alternate Anwar Mohamed Khaled
Director, Research and Extension
Ministry of Agriculture and
Agrarian Reform
Associate Hussein Ahmed Said

Head of Planning Section
Ministry of Agriculture and
Agrarian Reform

FLKC RPN RV YETPR
U1 ke Yy L3Iyt

Osarb e oIl ap
DN Y TR .

I3 daze ygul

bl sl Yl S Yl
o= bl 2 oe Ylg G 5018, 15

LL—*~w¢Nudlfﬂégj%%
s b1 2 A0 Yl 1318, 15



- Cll -

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT (IFAD)

FONDS INTERNATIONAL DE DEVELOPPEMENT AGRICOLE (FIDA)

Abdel Mohsen Al-Sudeary s 5§ PINY-JUTLUN ) EWRPAPS | VS
President
Abbas Ordoobadi o Bl ol almls

Assistant President, General Affairs Department

Miss Naima Al-Shayji ‘ g@%ﬁd‘%ﬂﬁJ&Mﬁg;
Director, External Relations Division

Samir Asmar oo | graan
Project Controller, Asia Division, Project Management Department



OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES

AFRO-ASIAN RURAL RECONSTRUCTION ORGANIZATION (AARRO)
ORGANISATION AFRO-ASTATIQUE POUR LA RECONSTRUCTION RURALE (AARRO)

B.S. Minhas
Secretary-General

ARAB CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF ARID ZONES AND DRY LANDS (ACSAD)
CENTRE ARABE D'ETUDE DES TERRES ARIDES ET NON IRRIGUEES (ACSAD)

Mohamed Al-~Khash 'QLJJ‘JJA&]“M' L Sy gy
Director ~-General

Farouk Fattal oy b Bk ¢ Sl 5,18
Secretary and Public Relations

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE OF EPIZOOTICS (IOE)
OFFICE INTERNATIONAL DES EPIZOOTIES (OIE)

Ahmed Laaberki
President

ARAB ORGANIZATION FOR AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT (AOAD)

ORGANISATION ARABE POUR LE DEVELOPFEMENT AGRICOLE ZOADA)

Hassan Fahmi Jumah pladl paalle aman ogd
Director-General -

Hussein Mohamed Hassan Cr—tie AP0 Yotiim
Mohamed Osman Mohamed Salih zile aess Olds e

Director, Plant Production Department

Tmara Hashim Emara blalasla | lal
Director for Administration
and Financing

Ahmed A. Goueli ol dae |
Professor and Chairman h
Department of Agricultural Economics

D.M. Salem pllo sw s o
Head of Agricultural Economic Department

Abdel Kader Rashed Abou Akkada ool gl anl, , 0l ap
Director, Animal Production
Division



OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS NON GOUVERNEMENTALES

ol | i o Lsbiiad | e piilyo

FEDERATION OF ARAB AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS (FAAE)
FEDERATION DES INGENIEURS AGRICOLES ARABES (FIAA)

%UJJ'O*&&ﬂ'C”—MH*H%J‘JL‘%N

Yahya Bakkour
Secretary-General

WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS (WFTU)
FEDERATION SYNDICALE MONDIALE (FSM)

Giuseppe Casadei
WFTU Permanent Representative to FAO,




~ Cl4 -

FAQ STAFF
FAQ HEADQUARTERS SIS P | - LS
E. Saouma Director-General
J. de Meredieu Asgistant Director-General/DD
5. El-Shishtawy Chief, DDFN
Y. Salah FAOR, Iraq
J. Chami FAOR, Syria
N. Islam Assistant Director-General /ES
M.H. Abbas Assistant to ADG/ES
Mr. M.R. El-Ghonemy Chief, ESHI
A.K., Binder (Mrs) Chief, ESCH
AW, Cortas Near East Group, ESPP
A.5. Kauser EsCp
R.B. Griffiths Director, AGA
A. Qureshi AGA
A. Bozzini Chief, AGPC
W. Tahir ACGPC
A, Al-Jaff Chief, AGON

A. Hafiz ex-Project Manager



- 09 -

OBSERVERS FROM MEMBER NATIONS NOT IN THE REGION

OBSERVATEURS DES ETATS MEMBRES QUI NE SONT PAS DE LA REGION

| SN ) b e floze Y1 pla L1 i e
ETHIOPIA ~ ETHIOPIE

Eshetu Debabu: Fore
Foreign Assistance Coordinator

Belachem Zilahun
Alternate Permanent Representative of Ethiopia to FAO

FRANCE -~ FRANCE

Mlle Mireille Musso
Secretaire des Affaires Etrangeres a la Direction

des Nations Unies et des Organisations Internationales
Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres, Paris

Gérard,Viguie
Attache d'Administratiop au service des Relations
Internationales, Ministere de 1'Agriculture, Paris

TURKEY -~TURQUIE

Adnan Qzturk
Agricultural Counsellor
Turkish Embassy, Rome

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ~ ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE iSyno

L —t

A8 el el Ygd!

Roger Sorenson
US Representative to FAQ
American Embassy, Rome

William B. Young

Alternate US Representative to FAO
American Embassy, Rome

HOLY SEE -  SAINT SIEGE oL-follaly s

Mgr. Agostino‘FerrarimToniolo
Permanent Observer of Holy See to FAO

PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION - bl | | Galate

ORGANISATION DE LIBERATION DE LA PALESTINE

Saad Ghandour
Head of Agricultural Department

Nimer Hammad
PLO Representative in Italy

29 D A

JL—-—-——-&Q—?‘)AJ



- Cl10 ~

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UN AND SPECTALIZED AGENCIES
REPRESENTANTS DES NATIONS UNIES ET INSTITUTIONS SPECIALISEES
a——_..m.‘,a.:'at." WYU}) 3.}—:&."{:“2“ U—.—.—.hu
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA(ECWA)
COMMISSION ECONOMIQUE POUR L.°ASIE OCCIDENTALE (CEAO)
Christian de Clercq

First Economic Affairs Officer
Joint ECWA/FAO Agriculture Division, ECWA, Beirut

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME (UNEP)

PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L'ENVIRONNEMENT (PNUE)
&gB@JI&hJU>U84>adlf.il¢ngn

A. El-Futaih
Director, Regional Office, Beirut

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (UNDP)
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT (PNUD)

Akram Qursha
Chief, Division for Regional Programme

WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME (WFP)
PROGRAMME ALIMENTAIRE MONDIAL (PAM)

B. Azevedo Brito
Deputy Executive Director

M. El-Midani
Director, Resources Management Division

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION (ILO)
ORGANISATION INTERNATIONALE DU TRAVAIL (OIT)
Ty T T T B

Habeed Zoumut
ILO0 Inter~Regional Adviser on Cooperatives
Beirut

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (UNESCO)
ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L'EDUCATION, LA SCIENCE ET LA CULTURE (UNESCO)

TIETY palally Ly i 5 5ol [ o IT & b

Mahmood Clor
Programme Specialist, Regional Adviser
UNESCO, Paris

WORLD BANK
BANQUE MONDIALE

JSa— Yy} i )

Baelhadi Merghoub
Chief, Agriculture II Division
surope, Middle East and North Africa, Projects Department, Washington




- C15 -

Regional Office for the Near East

SALAH JUM'A Assistant Director~General and
Regional Representative for the Near East

YEHIA GHANNAM Senior Liaison Officer, NECP

Conference Secretariat

K.A. SABET Secretary of the Conference
A. SHUMAN Reports Officer
M. GAIER Information Officer

In collaboration with Conference, Council and Protocol Affairs Division and
Publications Division of the Department of General Affairs and Informationm.






NERC/81/1
NERC/81/1(a)

NERC/81/2

NERC/81/3

NERC/81/4

NERC/81/5

NERC/81/6

NERC/81/7

NERC/81/8

NERC/81/INF/1
NERC/81/INF/2/REV,2
NERC/81/1INF/3
NERC/81/INF/4
NERC/81/INF/5
NERC/81/1INF/6

NERC/81/CONF/1

NERC/81/CONF/2

APPENDIX D

LIST OF DOCUMENTS

Provisional Agenda
Provisional Annotated Agenda

A report on FAO Activities in the Near East Region and Actions
taken on Recommendations made by the Fourteenth Regional Conference

Regional Implications of International Actions to Strengthen
World Food Security

Prospects for Increasing Animal Production in the Region
Review and Follow-up in the Region of Actions Arising from the
Plan of Action of the World Conference om Agrarian Reform and

Rural Development (WCARRD)

Review of Regional Bodies and Reporting on their meetings
during the Biennium

Regional Cooperation in Field Food Crops

Representation of the Region on the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

Information Note

Provisional Timetable

World Food Day

Regional Projects, Current Activities and New Proposals
Provisional List of Documents

Provisional List of Delegétes and Observers

Statement of Dr. EDOUARD SAOUMA Director—-General of the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Statement by Mr. SALAH JUM'A Asgistant Director-General,
Regional Representative for the Near East






APPENDIX %

STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Ministers, Heads and Members of Delegations,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to extend my warmest congrastulations to His Excellency
Said El Ragabani, Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries of the United Arab Fmirates, on his
unanimous election to the Chair of this Fifteenth Regional Conference for the Near Fast. I
wish him all success in guiding this Conference and coordinating its activities.

I would also like, in this connection, to pay tribute to the Government of the Uni-
ted Arab Emirates, which is devoting such intense efforts to the cause of agricultural and
world development under the wise leadership of His Highness Sheik Zayed ben Sultan Al Nahyan.

Mr. Chairman,

We are meeting at a moment when the world is facing a difficult situation -=» indeed,
almost insurmountable crises in the economic, political and agricultural spheres: high rates
of inflation, widespread unemployment, economic stagnation, disequilibrium in balances of
payments and an acute energy crisis. All these phenomena are salient features of our daily
life and are of direct concern to the Near East Regiom.

Added to this, the world food and agricultural situation is also facing very diffi-
cult conditions, attended by numercus hazards. The agricultural situation detericrated in
1980, and cereal production fell by 48 million tonnes as compared to 1979. ¥or the second
consecutive year, the world produced less cereals that it needed to consume. This, in
turn, adversely affected world grain stocks, which have fallen in the current 1980/81 season
to only 14 percent of annual global consumption, whereas world food security requires a
minimum of 17 to 18 percent, FAO estimates that world cereal production for 1981 needs to

increase by 8 percent in order to meet the growing demand and restore stocks to the security
level.

On the other hand, the developing countries’ grain import requirements are stesadily
increasing. They have been estimated at 95 million tonnes for the current year as against
only 50 million tonnes in 1975. Export prices, compared to those of last year, bave risen
to 7 percent for wheat, 21 percent for maize and 25 percent for rice.

All these conditions are affecting the overall economic situation of the world,
and more precisely that of the non-oil exporting developing countries. By the end of last
year, thelr debts had reached the staggering figure of an estimated 280 billion dollars,
three fourths of the value of their annual exports and twice their level of seven years ago.
At present, developing countries are using up to 20 percent of their export earnings to
finance their annual debt service. Furthermore, they are mainly dependent on agricultural
exports, and they are still suffering from a serious decline in their terms of trade with
developed countries, the instability of commodity markets and protectionist policies that
limit their export earnings.

On top of this, the world is undergoing a disastrous population explosion: the
number of mouths to be fed increases by 80 million each year. By the end of the century, the
world’s population will reach 6.3 billion, most of them living in the pocrer countries.

Disasters, whether natural or man-made, are pumerous and very grave. Today’s world
has to sustain nine million refugees, five million of them in Africa. Their requivements in
food aid for the years 1981/82 are estimated at 2 million tonnes, for a total cost of over
900 million dollars. The situation has worsened in Africa, where 28 countries are affected
by acute food shortages as a result of the low level of food production in two successive
years. The per caput food production in this region has decreased by 10 percent in the last
ten years, and in many countries the level of nutrition is also tending to fall.
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Although the world’s nutvitional level is deteriorating, the minimum aunnual food
aid target established by the World Food Conference as long ago as 1974 at the equivalent of
10 million tonnes of cereals, has not been attained. What is more, this figure now un-
doubtedly needs to be revised upwards in the light of recent developments and the food aid
needs of the developing countries. We estimate that by 1985 the minimum target should be of
the order of 17 to 18.5 million tommes cof cereals.

Added to this, the annual target of the IFFR, which is 500 000 tonnes of food to be
administered by WFP on a fully multilateral basis, has not been reached, and in fact the
amount now available to be administered freely by WFP is only 52 000 tonnes.

In the iight of these figures and the forecasts for the near future, the attention
of the world had to be drawn to the situation and the alarm sounded, and this has been done
repeatedly within FAC and at ECOSOC and the General Assembly of the United Nations.

There was also need for positive action, so I proposed to IMF that it establish
a food facility to finance cereal imports by low-income countries suffering from deficits
in their balance of payments. The IMF officials have shown considerable interest and are
studying this proposal carefully.

Another proposal concerning ITEFR, which I submitted to the WFP Committee on Food
Aid, asks donors to pledge, in a legally~binding convention, to provide 500 000 tounes of
cereals annually to TEFR, with an initial commitment for the next three years. This will
satisfy the demand of the developing nations for an IEFR established on a continuing basis.
I submitted these proposals to the Ministerial Council of OPEC®s International Development
Fund at its recent meeting in Vienna (30-31 January 1981), and I suggested that the OPEC
countries could make their first contribution to the IEFR through this Fund.

The Ministerial Council responded positively, deciding to submit the suggestion
to the Fund’s Board of Directors, which will take a final decision at its meeting of May
and June of this year. It should be noted with gratitude that the Algerian Government
has already pledged 500 000 dollars to the IEFR.

I am informing you of all these developments in the hope that you will stress to
your Governments the importance of this matter in helping the poor and needy and preventing
countless deaths from starvation.

The agricultural situation in the Near East showed some improvement in 1980 in com~
parison with 1979. The nutritional level of the Region has improved more rapidly than in
the past, and more significantly than in other regions.

Nevertheless, the Region is still suffering from large variations in nutritional
levels from one country to ancther, and from a large trade deficit in food commodities.
Ite food imports bill reached almost 12 billion dollars in 1979, and this figure involves
all types of food items: cereals (even rice, of which the Region was an exporter in the
past), sugar, meat, oil seeds, fats and dairy products.

It is expected that the Region’s annual cereal imports will increase from the
present level of 18 million tonnes to 47 mlllion tonnes in the year 2000, by which time

its gself-sufficiency will decrease from 81 percent to 65 percent if present production
trends continue.

Drought in the Maghreb and Somalia, and the vast number of refugees in several
countries of the Reglon, are undoubtedly causes for sericus concern.

Unferrunately, the rural exodus and emigration between countries of the Region
are continuing &nd on the rise, leading in some cases to the abandonment of agriculture
and the neglect of ongoing agricultural projects.

Lastly, i1t is a cold fact that agriculture has not received its due priority in
the development plans of several Near Eastern countries, where investments in this sector
are still inadequate.
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In several countries of the Region, the long-expected resulis of irrigation and
reclamation projects are unfortunately not yet evident, even though ample potential for
agricultural development exists. I hope that each country in the Region will lay down its
own agricultural development strategy. In such strategies, project implementation should
be pursued on a continuing basis to ensure that the desired results are obtained.

We should bear in mind, in drawing up all our development plans and programmes,
that the cornerstone of development is man, the human being who bears the burden of work
in agriculture. No advances in agriculture are possible without efficient farmers. The
farmer should therefore receive due attention and enjoy equitable treatment. In particular,
price policies should encourage him to increase production and guarantee him a fair income.

Mr. Chairman,

Alongside this gloomy picture of the food and agriculture situation on the inter-
national and regional levels, there are peositive aspects that justify some optimism.

Special mention should be made of resolutions contained in the well-known ''Mecca
Declaration ', the final declaration of the Third Islamic Summit, held from 25-28 Janu-
ary 1981, and attended by about 40 countries. The declaration emphasized that the Islamic
nations are resolved to combat the poverty that still afflicts some countries. To that end,
measures are to be taken to promote economic cooperation, accelerate the economic develop-
ment of LDCs and rationalize development policies, respecting the balance between material
progress and spiritual advancement. The Summit also emphasizd the necessity of subscrib-
ing the full capital of the Islamic Development Bank, 2 billion Islamic dinars.

Likewise, the Arab Summit held in Amman during November 1980 agreed to allocate
5 billion dollars for economic and social development in the Arab world. The majority
of the nations of the Near East are members of IFAD, whose governing body has decided to
replenish its resources, with a target of 1.5 billion dollars, and has assigned priority
to loans to projects benefiting small farmers and rural development.

FAQ’s role in promoting agricultural investment in the Near East Region

All these facts indicate that ample financial resources are now, in principle,
available for ecopnomic and social development in the Region, which is fortunate to have
in its midst so many funds and institutions interested in economic and social development.

However, agriculture has not yet received its due share of investment allocations
from these funds, Their policies should be compared with these of the World Bank, which
allocated about 35 percent of its financial resources for agricultural development, or of
the FEC, whose agricultural development budget reaches 40 percent of its resources. We
hope that agriculture will receive a share of the financial resources available in the
Region that is compatible with its vital importance.

Tt is also important to identify and draw up agricultural projects and prepare
them in detail to the point that they are ready for financing and implementation. TFAO’s
30 years of experlence in undertaking this work.enables it to provide assistance to the
countries in the Regien in an efficient and effective manner.

Tn this field, the Organization has already entered into agreements with the
Arab Fund for Feonomic and Social Development and the Arab Authority for Agricultural
Investment and Development, We are in the process of setting up similar agreements with
the Islamic Development Bank and other Arab development funds. Under these agreements,
FAQ’s Investment Centre has made detailed studies of agricultural projects in Egypt, the
People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, the Yemen Arab Republic, the Sudan, Morocco and
Somalia, and these studies have all been approved and submitted for financing and imple-
mentation. From the time it was established to 1980, the Investment Centre has prepared
detailed feasibility studies for 406 agricultural development projects involving invest-
ments of about 18 billion dollars.
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In addition, we have cooperated with the Arab Organization for Agricultural Devel-
opment, the International Fund for Agricultural Development, the Conference of Arab Ministers
of Agriculture of the States of the Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula, and the World Bank, in
generating agricultural investments in the countries of the Near East Region. The Organiza-
tion could further extend its activities in this area, and is also prepared to adapt its pro-
grammes to those of the regional institutions, as it has in the past. This has already led
to the noticeable benefits reaped from FAO’s Near East Cooperative Programme, on which I
would like to say a few words.

Near Fast Cooperative Programme

Mr, Chairman,

The Near East Cooperative Programme was set up in 1975 to be a living example of
earnest cooperation and fruitful work among the countries of a single region, as well as to
set. up an example of the material assistance which the more prosperous countries of a region
can provide to their less-privileged neighbours. I wish at this point to express to all
donor countries my personal appreciation of the positive contribution they have made during
the last five years.

I cannot here elaborate on the programme and its achievements. Some indications
appear in a recent booklet which has been distributed to the distinguished delegates. Yet
I must mention in a few words that through NECP pledges which yielded 29 million dollars, it
was possible to finance 29 projects, 7 regilonal and 22 at the country level. Present com~
mitments already exhaust this entire amount, and it has become impossible to meet new
requests, although the Organization has received more than 200 project proposals and ideas,
the cost of which is estimated at hundreds of millions of dollars.

The Fourteenth Regional Conference expressed its satisfaction with the progress made
in the operation of projects under the NECP, and expressed the hope that the pledges of the
donor countries would continue and increase in order to meet the agricultural and rural
develeopment needs of countries in the Region, particularly since such continuing activities,
whose fruits can be observed only in the long term, must by their very nature be supported
over longer perilods of time.

I have no doubt that both donor and reciplent countries sincerely wish the programme
to continue and expand, not only as the cornerstone of agricultural development in the Region,
but -~ and equally important -~ as an example of joint action and regional cooperation. I
should emphasize that, to this end, and in order to keep this noble programme active and
effective, and to maintain its level of service and achievement, it will be necessary to double
previous contributions, considering the current rates of inflation.

Finally, we should bear in mind that, during the next five years, the financial
resources avallable to UNDP, and earmarked for technical assistance to countries in the
Region, will decrease. This loss will have to be covered by contributions from the more
presperous countries in the Region to development and technical assistance programmes in
the less-privileged countries, And herein lies the great importance of the NECP.

Decentralization of action at the national level

Among the most important recent steps taken by FAO has been the decentralization of
1ts management and programme activities to the national level. '

Decentralization is no longer a mere slogan repeated, from time to time, at FAOD
conferences and meetings, but it is now a concrete reality. This has become possible through
the establishment of FAO country offices and the appointment of some 60 FAU Representatives
in developing countries. Eleven of these are in the Sudan, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Mauritania,
Egypt, Somalia, the Yemen Arab Republie, the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen, Pakistan
and Afghanistan, and FAO has always responded positively to requests from the countries of
the Region to establish FAO representation.
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FAG Representatives have now been assigned new responsibilities, and have been
granted the authority to decide upon matters which formerly had to be referved to FAO Head-
quarters in Rome. Among their duties are to identify and draw up agricultural projects and
monitor their implementation, as well as to provide support for experts and consultants., In
this way, decentralization has made great strides in FAO, and has enabled it to assist govern-
ments in deriving maximum benefits from the programmes it delivers.

Mr. Chairman,

In this comnexion, I have to say a word about a subject dear to us all: the use
of Arabic., Since the Thirteenth Regional Conference in 1976, the General Rules of the Organi-
zation have been amended to provide for extending the use of Arabic in FAO, and, as a result,
that use has tripled at least. Arabic has finally acquired its due place, and now is on
the same footing as the other languages used in this great international Organization.

The use of Arabic has gradually increased to cover all activities, within the limits
of budgetary allocations and thanks to the voluntary contributions and support of a number
of Arab countries which merit our sincere thanks,

Mr. Chairman,

I have limited myself to this short summary of FAO’s activitles and programmes so
that Mr. Salah Jum’a, Assistant Director=-General for the Near East, can discuss in detail
the programmes and projects of interest to you.

Mr. Chairman,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The ideal on which all the efforts of FAO and its Member Nations are concentrated is
o liberate man from hunger and malnutrition. We are striving to eliminate hunger from our
planet. What an enormous challenge! It is a challenge that corresponds to the aspirations
of the people of this Region to which we all belong, and which is so close to our hearts.
These aspirations make it necessary for us to forge ahead, with strong will and fiim deter-
mination, on a policy of regional development and cooperation, The most evident procf of
our determination is this Regional Conference, in which is gathered together a distinguished
body of experts familiar with the issues of agricultural plamning and policies in the Region.
What adds to my optimism for the future is your commitment to the principle of regional
cooperation in agriculture and rural development and your firm determination to bring it
about through national and regional projects., ‘

FAQ, which I have the honour to direct, is prepared tc place all its resources at
your service and to cooperate with your Govermments in the implementation of agricultural
development projects and programmes. Thus we will be able to pursue our great struggle
against hunger, malnutrition, poverty and need, as well as to look forward, optimistically
and confidently, to the future.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, may I, a true son of the Region to which I have the
honour to belong, convey my appreciation for your precious confidence and thank you for your
continuing support. I wish all success to your Conference. Peace be with you.






APPENDIX F

STATEMENT BY THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR-GENERAL, REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE NEAR EAST

Mr. Chairman,

Honourable Ministers and Heads of Delegatioms,
Distinguished delegates,

and Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me, first of all, to congratulate His Excellency Said El-Raqabani, Minister
of Agriculture and Fisheries of the United Arab Fmirates, for his unanimous election as
chairman of this Conference. I wish him all success in his task.

Contrary to previous practice as well as to the rules governing FAO Regional Con~
ferences, this Conference is being held at a time and place different from those originally
planned, for reasons beyond our control. However, a remarkable &lite of agricultural leaders
of the countries of the Region is attending this Conference, demonstrating the importance
attached by the governments of the Near East to regional cooperation in agricultural devel-
opment and emphasizing their confidence in FAQ as the appropriate framework within which
fruitful cooperation among the countries of the Region can be established. I therefore
associate myself with the Director-General in greeting and welcoming you and wishing you
every success,

Mr. Chairman,

The Regional Office for the Near East is passing through a transitory period, which
may be long or short as dictated by future developments. However, in either case, we will
spare no effort in order to ensure that activities continue as in the past. We even hope
to enlarge the scope of our work and to improve its performance.

The present location of RNEA at the Headquarters of the Organization, side by side
with other departments and divisions, facilitates contacts and coordination between RNEA on the
one hand and those units on the other. It also ensures that programmes established for the
Near East Region within the overall FAO Programme of Work and Budget, are implemented in a
more efficient and timely manner.

Mr. Chairman,

The clear and frank statement delivered today by the Director-General is still
echoing in this hall. You will agree with me that the content of his statement constitutes
the cornerstone for your deliberations during the Conference.

In his statement, the Director~General referred to several points leaving others
to be developed by me. I will try nmot to overburden you with details. Occasionally, however,
I will have to take some time in order to give some details of the various interrelated
matters of concern to you.

The Director-General spoke of the world food and agricultural situation, and
emphasized its seriousness; the situation has been deteriorating over the years, in spite
of temporary recoveries. Clearly, grave consequences cannot be avoided without jeint inter=
national action, in which all activities and efforts are coordinated and concerted.

At the regional level, the situation is less acute, due to the relative improvement
in cereal production in some countries of the Region last year. However, this somewhat
reassuring situation should not make us forget the unhappy fact that cereal production in
the Region under rainfed agriculture will remain subject to fluctuation according to the
amount of annual rainfall which varies in quantity and distribution from one year to the next.
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And in spite of this temporary improvement in the regional food situation, the value
of food dmports to the Region i1s increasing year after year with rises in exporters® prices,
ocean freight rates and dinland transportation costs, in addition to inflation and rapid cur-
rency fluctuations,

If such imports are no burden on the balance of payments of oil~exporting countries
in the Region, the situation is quite different in other countries, where the value of food
imports represents a heavy burden indeed. And unfortunately this deteriorating situation may
continue for many years to come if their rate of agricultural development remains below the
required level.

Talking about the food situation in the Region leads us to another subject closely-
related to it: food security. Before doing this I would like to explain what Food Security
means:

On the level of the countries of the Regilon - especially the Arab countries - it
means that both plant and animal production reaches or approaches the level of self-sufficiency.
Consequently, food security projects in those countries are agricultural projects leading
to increased production and consequently to an advanced level of selfr~sufficiency.

Teo FAC in general, on the other hand, the expression food security means the
assurance that every country will have an adequate supply of food at all times, whether
through local production or foreign imports. In general, therefore, food security projects
in FAO are projects concerned with the establishment of national food Teserves in accordance
with the International Undertaking on World Food Security.

The diffevence between these two concepts of food security should be borne in mind
in your discussions of the subject, in order to avoid any ambiguity.

This important matter is dealt with in the document " Regional implications of
international actions to strengthen World Food Security" , which will be presented to you

in due time.

It goes without saying that the essential condition for ensuring food security is
to consolidate and accelerate the rate of growth of national capacities to produce main
food items in the developing countries of the Region. FAOQ has always dedicated itself, even
before the appearance of the concept of food security, to sponsoring and strengthening re-
gional food production programmes and projects at country and regional levels.,

A clear example of this is the Regional Project for Field Food Crops which was a
basic element of the effective cooperation between FAQ and assistance agencies and member
countries of the Near Fast Region.

The achievements of that project, as set out in document NERC/81/7, and the vital
importance of continued cooperation among countries of the Region in this field were the
basis for the proposal to establish a permanent regional system, funded by contributions
of domors in the Region and covering various activities, including research and training
networks, the transfer of improved techmology, the supply of seeds and equipment, the

exchange of technical information, etc. We hope that this proposal will meet your approval
and support.

Follow-up of WCARRD resclutions and recommendations

One of the main results of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Devel=
opment, held in the summer of 1979 at FAO Headquarters, was the recognition of FAO’s

leading role among the specialized agencies of the UN system in the field of agrarian reform
and rural development.

This leading role has natuially led to profound adjustmentsin FAO programmes and
priorities, in themselves a breakthrough toward broader horizons.
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While the World Conference charged FAQ with that important task and leading role,
the Conference’s Declaration of Principles and Programme of Action, which was adopted
unanimously, urged individual-countries to take the necessary steps to imelude in their
development plans measures for monitoring and evaluation ef land reform and rural develop-
ment programmes. FAO is ready to extend its help and assistance in this field,

The support of the Director-General for the establishment of regional rural devel=
opment centres should encourage the Region to take the necessary steps to establish such a
centre for the Near FEast. We hope that this question will receive due attention when you
consider the document which will be presented to you under the title of * Review and follow~
up action in the Region arising from the WCARRD Programme of Action',

State of Agriculture in the Region

Agriculture in the Region is characterized by a limlted cultivated area as compared
to other regions, The land under agriculture is only 6 percent of the total land, most of
which is arid or semi~arid. :

Insufficient arable land may explain the reason for the wide gap between production
and consumption in the Region, a gap that is widening because of exceptionally high rates
of population growth, which exceed the rates in other regions.

The continuous population growth and subsequent rise in the food consumption may
account for the growing tendency to cultivate ceveal crops, particularly wheat, on marginal
lands most suitable for natural pasture.

Unfortunately, such exploitation of that land,year after year,has led to a conti-
auous fall in productivity which in turn has largely contributed to imstability of output
and a great decline in the efficiency of pastoral land. The extensive use of farm machinery
undoubtedly encouraged the encroachment on pasture and its gradual transformation into
desert, 1In short, such undesirable human activities wasts effort and capital, destroy
natural pasture, accelerate the desertification process and creaie a man-made desert,

Speaking of natural pastures amd their deterioration in the Region through their
use for crop production or because of uncontrolled grazing (sometimes called overgrazing)
leads us to the question of animal production., It is neot my intention to deal with this
now, as there is a special document (NERC/81/4) before you for discussion and recommenda=
tions. The document includes an assessment of the present situ on and proposals for a
development strategy and regional cooperation for the improvewent of livestock and feed
resources, and the institutions required to implemant the stvategy. We trust that this
document will receive due atltention.

Another characteristic of agriculture in the Region is its large dependence on
rainfall. Rainfed and dry-land agriculture represent 60 percent of the total agricultural
land in the Region. It goes without saying that the droughts that affect areas of the:
Region from time to time, and erratic rainfall characterized in many cases by adverse dis~

tribution or timing, are negative factors leading to imstability of production.

Since the production of food crops - partigularly wheet - under irrigation is
almost confined to small areas, it is therefore difficult to iniroduce new agricultural
technologies such as the use of improved seeds and chemical fertilizers, For thess reasons,
wheat=growing on irrigated lands has failed to show substzntial gains in productivity.

It is worth mentioning here that fragmented holdings in some countries of the
Region also limit the introduction of modern techniques into wheat cultivation.

One of the general aspects of production of field food crops in the Region, as
well as other regioms, is the loss of a substantial proportilon of ovtput during the growth,
harvest and post-harvest periods. This is due to:



1. Failure to select the appropriate pesticides and disease-control chemicals and/or
incorrect timing of their use during growing periods;

2. ‘Lack of due care during crop-harvesting operations;
3. Inefficiency of tranmsport and storage facilities during the post-harvest period.

Identifying these causes 1s naturally the first step toward determining the most
effective means of overcoming them and offsetting their adverse effects on production quan=-
tity and quality.

The ecological and climatic conditions of the Region make it difficult to expand
its dry~farming area substantially, so it would be unrealistic to expect a substantial
increase of production through such an expansion.

It 4s therefore necessary to seek alternative scolutions, mainly through a vertical
expansion of production. On rainfed land, traditional cultivation practices must be changed
and soil conservation methods and operations must be improved in order to prevent erosion,
maintain moisture content, and make proper use of appropriate inputs.

It is also necessary to abandon the fallow system used in some rainfed areas, and
Lo cultivate varieties of legumes and fodder crops that are suitable to the nature of the
s0il, climate and rates of precipitation.

1f horizontal expansion of rainfed land is difficult, it is feasible and profitable
at the same time in irrigated areas, if accompanied by efficient management of irrigation
and drainage and the adoption of irrvigation methods best suited to the nature of the soil,
the climate, cropping patterns and water availability.

In this connexion, a regional survey of land and water resources has been carried
out in order to assist the countries of the Region in planning to improve their resources.
Another regional study has assessed areas of high potential for the expansion of rainfed
agricultural production., This study, which seeks to identify methods of improving producti-
vity, is supplemented by agro-ecological maps to be used in planning proper land utiliza-
tion. Also among the objectives of the regional project for land and water utilization,
implemented by the Organization, are the improved use of land and water through applied
research and practical measures and the improved cultivation of arid land by the applica-
tion of preper methods of land and water management practices. It is interesting to note
that this regional project is carrying out its activities through subcontracts with a num-
ber of natiomal institutions for the implementation of the approved work plans and field
programmes., It has also undertaken several additional studies, including the important
study of water vesources shaved by the States of the Gulf and Arab Peninsula.

Agricultural development strategy in the Region

The drawing up of a general strategy for agricultural development applicable to
all the countries in the Region is not an easy matter in view of their wide diversity of
environments, climates, and socio-economic conditions. Nevertheless, it should not be
considered impossible to draw up such a strategy, bearing in mind the obvious similarity
between the agricultural sectors in various countries of the Region and between those
involved in such sectors. Furthermore, the obstacles to agricultural development in these
countries are almost identical, even though the means of overcoming them may differ.

An agricultural strategy for the Region should have two main complementary goals:
the quantitative and qualitative improvement of agriculrural production and the improvement
of the Incomes of rural populations (the majority of which work directly or indirectly in
the agricultural sector), in ovder to raise their standards of living and provide them
with the essential services.

To realize these two goals, the elements of such an agricultural development
strategy should include the following:
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1. Priority to the agricultural sector in overall development plans, adequate pro-
visions from local or external sources being allocated for this sector;

2. - Agrarian reform legislation designed primarily to ensure a more equitable distri-
bution of income;

3. Legislation and infrastructures to guarantee the optimum use of natural land and
water resources;

4. Integrated rural development policies;

5. Direct or indirect incentives to producers;

6. Suitable agricultural inputs at reasonable prices;

7. Training of technical staff in such areas as applied research, agricultural ser=

vices, training and agricultural extension;
8. Expansion of white meat (poultry and fish) production.
Mr. Chairman,

My only occasion to address such an outstanding group of agricultural leaders of
the Near East Region arises through the Regional Conferences, which are held once every two
years., However, it is now well over two years since the Fourteenth Regional Conference was
held in September 1978, For this reason I have taken the liberty to exceed my time limit
somewhat. I would have refrained from doing so had I not been sure of the generosity and
patience of my brothers and colleagues.

I thank you all and wish you success in your endeavours.
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