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Introduction

The first Near Eost Pre-Conference Rejional Meeting convened
"for purposes of developins a regional upproisal and coordination
of nationsl plans and programs prior to the next wnnual session
of the Conference' met in Beiruvt on 12th September for six duys
vnder the chairmasnship of H. E. Enir Mejid Arslan, Minister of
Notional Defense cnd Azriculture of the Government of Lebanon.

The delecutes attendin;; the Mseting welcomed the opportunity of
discvssing the activities and cormon problems of their countries wnd
recoznised both the benefit of excmining the food supply situotion
of their couvntries in terms of produvction, consumption und trude,
and the reletionship of prospective regional trade to the outlook
for commodities end world trade.

The comprochensive nature of this upproach indicuted the need
for caesistence from FAO not only in expending sgricultural production
but alse in the fields of marketing, internal distribution and trude.
On the last point, the Meetinz expressed the gravest concern rerard-
ing supplies cf certain foods which are enterins a phuse of burdensomse
surplus, It was recalled that the last Annval Session of the Confer-
ence had instructed the World Food Covncil to cxemine this situation,
znd that in consequence & committee of experts wus meetinz in Wash-
ington to prepare a report on the subject for this year's Session.
Delerates were anxious that their Governments should receive the re-
port &s soon as it becomes available so that their Governments covld
be acquainted with its contents und the delesates attending the
Annval Session would consequently be prepared to take o full part in
the discussions.

To implement the nutrition activities in their countries in
1950, the Meeting recommended Governments to send trainees to the
Nutrition Trauining Course to be held in Cairo sturting in December
1949. The Meeting noted that WHO und FAO ere prepored to act con-
jointly in the troining project in order to include medical trainees,
and delegates resolved to inform thelr Govermments of this fact so
that their delesutions may attend the WHO Eustern Mediterranesn
Meeting with full instructions us to their desires in this respect.

Similarly, to implement the wnalyses of the food situvstion, there
is need Por improvement of the collection and recording of basic stu-
tistics as recurds both consumption ond prodvction in the Near Eust
countries. Accordinzly, it was svicested that member countries tuke
advantase of the truining course on censuses and stutistics, which
opens in Cairo October 10, This course, which continues for approxi-
mately 1l weeks, under the sponsorship of the Royal Ecyptizn Govern-
ment, the United Mations and FAO, follows the first trainins couvrse
which was held in Bazdad at the invitation and with the cooperaticn of
the Government of Irasq.

The Meeting stressed the importance of delejetes attending the
Neur East Recionsl Meeting bringing to the attention of their Govern-
nents the implications of the "Technicul Assistunce for Econonic
Development"” Progrem, so that the delegstes of those Governments utten-
dinz the next Annual Conference of FAO may (1) be fully cwure of the
type of sssistance which it is within the »ower of FAC and its tech-
nical staff to offer, (2) in the licht of this knowledge bo prepared
to state specifically the nature of the progrems of economic develop-
ment their Govermments desire to rndertake and the type of ussistancs
they wish FAO to give, znd (3) muy sccordin-ly be in « position to
present informed recommendctlions and requests to the Conference.
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After reviewing the current food end agricultivre situstion in
relation to the world situation and ovtlock, the Meeting formed itself
into: o Working Party on tergets for 1950 and measures beihz employsd
to sccomplich them, ond a Committee on the FAO Program of Work for
1950 snd Technical Assistonce for Economic Developmeont which divided
into two sub-committees to consider ecch separately,

In considering problems and lssues of special concern tc two
or more covntries tae Meeting decided not to discuss the question of
resettlement of refugees.

I. TARGETS AID MEASURES FOR 1950/51

Individual consultations were held with the delegutions of Egypt,
Ethiopia, Fronce, Iras, Lebonon, Saudl Awcbia, Syris and the United
Kingdom on the nationol toriets and the estimutes of production, traode
and consvmption of the main agriculivresl commodities. At the sume
time the overzll aims of the several netioncl programs were considered,
the mecrsures being employed to help bring sbout the desired improve-
ncnts, end some of the important questions end lssuves sgsoaciated
therewith.

Most Covernments in the Nesr East have, as a matter of nationgl
policy, uvndertilken to develop a retional prosrem for the izmprovement
and extension of thelr o-riculivre. While soms of these plans do not
encompess aspects of the agricultuvral economy, they dc encompuass the
more important lines of develcpment as dictated by the syecicl con-
ditionsg ond »roblems of the individuul countries. While the countries
in the Neor East have many common Features unéd cormon objectives, they,
at the some tine, differ widely both with respect to the gtaje of arxi-
culturel develomment ond the obsitacles thet must be overconme.

The Mooting believes that, for the purrpose of coordinsting actiw
vities in the fields of produvction, trude, distribution, end consump-
tion, Govermments should estcblish & Centrul Development Bosrd fully
competent to exercise such functions,

The overriding obJective of the food and agricvlturcl plono and
yroxrums of all the countries of the Heor Eost is to stimvlote and
lielp uchieve cn expending agriculturel economy - an econcry in which
the needs of the rapidly rrowing population foir food, clothing and
shelter ore given first consideration. While it is recornlsed that
the pursvance of such & policy will ot times result in loccliszed
srrplvses of particular commodities, end thot Govermments individually
and collectively will need to toke positive meosures to uvgsvre thot
such supplies are distridbuted effectively and mode ovailoble to the
mosses of consvmers, the Meetinr is undivided in the velief that this,
in the long run, ia gcound policy,.

Another objective of the plang of mosgt countries in the Near
Eest ig to reduce inports of food and {ibres. Too frequently there
geens to bs a Lendency to strive for netiomal self-suifiziency withi~
out dve reord to production costs or to the mutvul benefits that may
be derived from increased trade, Unless speciol conditions of the
country require otherwise, oll Govermments should consider carefully
the matter of comporstive odventarce end eficiency in prodvotion,
before embarking on programs for the introduction or rupid expuncion
of thoseg products wiilch are ill-udapted to tiie conditions of their
respective covntriles.
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Little attention has been given by Covernments in their food
policies to nutrition objectives in plannin,, production end trade
prozrams. leasures to brin;, nutritionally zdequote diets to their
peonles need to be included by Governments in their food policies
if they are to be fvlly comprehensive., There is need for the develop-
ment of nutrition educaticon znd dissemination of knowledge of nutrition
both omons the people and the Government officials concerned with food.

AMENTED TARGETS

The individuval consultations revealed informstion on which it hes
been »ossible to make certein amendments, Still further information
however is desirable as may be seen from the more detailed tables in
Amnex A,

The tar ets and estimates for zrea und production of the major crops
for the Rezion gs now smended show the following characteristics of
chanre in volvme and orientation of production:

Near East: Area and Production Tarcets
for Cormodity Groups 1/

Commodity Area Tar;ets us Production Target
% of 194E/49 us % of 19h8/LY

Breudzrains 103 108

Coarse grains 101 10k

Rice 101 7 2/
Petatoes 100 104

Pulsas 100 107

Susor 113 116

Ve-etable oils 125

Citrrs fruits 115

1/ - Index numbers are derived from re ‘ional totzls (before
rounding). See Tuble 1 - Anmex A.

2/ - Rice yields in 1948/49 are reported to have been Tvr wbove

averaze.

The general conclusions that would sppecr to emerce from these

figrres and from the discresions witi individucl delesations are:

1. If area and production tarsets wnd estimates for the Region us
a waole ure realised, o little less thon helf of the increcse in
the production of these crops would be cccounted for by on in-
crease in the creo plinted and o little more thon holf would ba
realised from increuses in yield, and from reduction of field
and hervegting losses.,

2. Of the increases in production from newly plunted areas, it is
ectitioted that only 3 or 4 percent misht be fortheoming fron
new lands being brought under irrizetion c¢r controlled water
mana/ement during the next year.

5. Comparatively little land can bo brought into cultivation in
1950/51 from completion of drainuge projects now vnder w.y.

On the basis of the revised production eutimates, the total volume
of ¢ross food availabilities is estimaoted to reach some 123 percent of
Trewar for the resion as a whole.
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With rescrd to the prospective volume of trade in 1950/51, the
considerable uncertalnties attoching to eny tarsets or estimstes given
for one or two yeors uhead must be emphasized. Already certain coun-

ries cre reporting difficulties in finding markets for soms commo-
dities such as potatoes, fruits, and ve;etables, of which they have been
traditional exporters. The difficulty appears to be due largely to
balance of trade problems of countries both ocutside und within the
re;ion., It was evident ulso that while Governments are planning to
increase thelr exporits, they generally hove not undertaken measures

to help implement these trade gcals. Under the circumstances, Govern-
ments desirinz to stren then their competitive position in internmational
trade need to undertake mcre systematic snslyses of merket conditions and
outlook and algo to take measures to improve and standardize the quality
of thelr export commodities. The Meeting believes that if Governments
in the Neur EBust will give more attentlion to zdvising producers of
market prospects and prices, ssasonul ané localized surpluses of the
type that has recently been reported by some countries, can be greatly
nmininized if not avoided.,

Fvrthermore, the Meeting believed tihiat these are temporary mzl-
edjvstments in svpply which shovld but cavge the Near East to lose
gizht of the aimg of meintaining gn expanding food and agricultiral
econany.

It would appear from the tarzets and estimates aos amended that the
volume of trode progrommed from 195Q/5l would be consideradbly lur-er
than in any postwar year and for o number of countries wovld approach or
slizhtly exceed the prewar levels. The muin increases are scheduled
for exports of coarse grains, oils, vegetables and fruits cnd for im-
ports of ovreadirains,

MEANS OF ACHIEVING TARGETS

Irrigation - Irrigetion and the control of water supplies are
essential elements of any program for extension of s ricultire in the
Near East., All covntries have a number of projects plunned or under
vuy, bvt only o very limited additionul zrea can be brouzht under irri-
sation in time to influence the 1950/31 production. The most nronmising
Tront o short term viewpoint are the wells and pumpin; units being instale
led rother repidly in most countries. Seudi Arebiu, for exomple, will
have available for the 1950 crop, the woater from at least 1000 vnits.
?gﬁp}, Syrie snd Iraq likewise are instulling more pimpins vnits in

942/ £0,

The supply situction in respect of prmps, well-czsinzg, pipes wnd
motors needed for relatively small irvisstion projects s much improved,
In the moin exporting covntries steel cnd other raw muterials cre avoil-
able to manufacturers in larger quentities. Production of electric motors
and internal combugtion engines has cawht up with orders placed; vurious
types of pumps are zlso available for export at short notice. Pipes can
also Tte supplied for well-casin~s and other purposes.

Increased Use of Chemical Fertilizer - Programs of many countries
are ziving considerable prominence to pogsibilities of incressin. vti-
lization of chemicul fertilizers. The Neur Ecst, with the exception of
Egynt, consumes relatively little fertilizer slthough consumption in
1943/LS of all types reached 155,000 metric tons, necrly double the con-
sumption in the immediaste prewur period. However, the Tact thet, so
far, the resion has been larrely dependent on im orts from oversess
sources of supply has delayed in severel instances the implementation of
measures for expaending the use of fertilizers,
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With rerard to the expansion of fertilizer production in the Near
Eost, it was noted that the Suez plant in Egypt is neeriny completion
and thet it will produce about 200,000 tons of czlcium nitrate, 15,54 N
or about 31,000 tons N per year. Plens ere also beinz considered for a
second plant at Aswan Dam, Thece twe plents when completed will, how-
ever, only supply sbout one-half of E;ypt's current requirements which are
expected to vecome even lar er in succeeding, years.

E.ypt and Turkey produce the equivalent of 7,800 and 1,100 metric
tons (¥205) of phosphates annually. This however, is only 3/5 of the
current reguirenments of these countries.

The CGovermment of Soudl Arabia, in the interest of utilizing natural
ras wiich is czvaileable in lorse quuntities has enggested thut it is
roeady to rive fuvouvrabdle considerction to Joining with one or more
Governments in the Neur Eest 1in the construction of o nitrogen plent in
that country. It is understood that FAO has mode @ preliminary inves-
tigetion of the possibilities of un ammonimy svlphate plant near Domuon
end that it appears to have possibilities for very low cost production.
This matter wants the immediate attention of interestsd Governments.

Extens on of Mechonimation - With roughly 6 percent of the world's
cultivated lund, the Near East haod only ebouvt 0.3 percent of the world
tractors in use in 1048, A similar situvation exists with rezurd to
other modern ferm equipment.

In recent yecrs, however, rapid progress in mechenisction has elready
been made and the Meeting was impressed with the number of carefully
considered schemes for a further orderly exponsion ol mechanisation in
areas where this js feasible., Imports of tractors into the regiun
amounted to some 4000 units in 1948, or about ten times as mich us in
Prevar years, and it is expected that the demand for farm machinery for
the rejion s o whole during the next twc years will remain near the
level reached in 1948,

Iraqg, Lebanon, Savdi Arcbis, Syrils have each made commendable pro-
gress in thelr mechanisation prosrams, especislly in:

&) providing credit facilities and technical sdvice to the
fermers,

b) wmaintaining cnd repairin; furm equipment,
¢c) training operators and mechanics.

As illustrotive of the importonce of mechanisation, Irag, Tor
instence, estimates that throurh its ten-yecr mechanisation scheme, the
yield of wheat can be increased by 25 percent us & result of better
crltvral practices; that 50,000 more hectares of lend will be brovzut
under cultivation yielding a production of nearly 100.000 tons of cereals,
and that effective erosion control and other soil protection measures can
be implemented more ropidly,

While the Meeting recocnizes that mechanised forming is not feasible
in a number of arecs, it firmly believes thut extension of mechanisution
is essential to enuble many of the Near Eastern countries tc ettain cn
expuended cgriculture efficient enourh to compete in world markets,

Government Function in Arricnlture - The Me ting reviewed the dif-
fercnt programs estadlished to broaden the functions of Covermnment ‘n
agriculiure, It wes noted that:
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) 4n meny covntries in the Near East educetion facilities
in the elementery, secondary and hiher scliools in
amgricvlture are being considerably expanded,

D) internsive research is being undeitaken in recently founded
a;ricultural experiment stations and ladboratories,

¢} slow, but steady progress is being made in introducing modern
ferming technigues throush thae provision of zdvisory services
to formers and demonsbtrations of new cultivation methods and
typec of equipment.

d) Minictries or Departments of Acriculture are being crected or
reor anized in Ethiopia snd Savdi Arabia,

e) several Governments have tiken steps tc reorganize and
expand their agricultural statiestical services.

Duty-free Inmportation of Production Reguisites - As & means of
indveing farmers to use more fertilizers, machinery and pesticides in
several countries inclucing, Etalorie, Lebanon, Syris and Saudi Arabis,
imports of all acricultural machinery and requisites cre duty-Iree,

These and most other covntries in the rerion have also adopted
neasures to exempt or at least minimize the taxation of agricultural
eovipment and facilities,

While such mecsures sre hinhly commendable, it must be remembered
thet favmers wbilizin, pover equipment moy need both protection coainst
exhorbvitant costs of fuel end lubricants, end also to be essvred of
adequete supplies of both.

Other Mscsures to Implement Acricultural Targets - The discussions
hive revealed a number of other messvres that cannot be discussed in
fetail becauce of limited space. Auon:; those which seem to offer real
possinilities of success are:

1. The plans in Iraq and Scvdi Arabia for encoureging end
helpirg some of the nomsdic tribes to settle on faxrm lande
end lezrn crop husbandry.

2. Improvement of cormunications, especislly the construction of
roods into communities ond villases that are virtually isolated
from outside markets for their prodvce, Special sttention ls
beinc given to this metter in Saudi Arubla, Irsg, the Anglo-

B, yptisn Sudsn and Ethiopia.

%, Control of locusts, By close inter-zovermmental cooperction,
cons.derable procress has been made in redvcins losses from
this pest. It is expected thot through further ccoperation

the averace yiclds of groins especially will be increcsed
materially., Similer inter-govermmental cooperstion in research
mcy prove effective in combetins "Sunn" (eury:aster inte:receps)
end svch pests as are common to more tian cne country,

+

Improved seeds. Throughout the region the plans csall for the
introduction of improved varieties und good quality eseed, Such
supplies ere to be obtained both throush Government seed plots
and through the importation of high yieldin; verleties from
cther countries.
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. Fumisation plant. Lebanon has recently established a
fumigation plant to trest all agriculturcl consijmments.
Tt is believed that the fumi ction of internctional shipments
wvarrants further ettention.

Tn considering the ahove end cther possible measures, the following
observations are preseunted with certain recommendations:

Annual Prozram Repcrts to FAD

It is noted that & number of Goverrments in the Near Eost reiion
hove not submitted their 1949 Annual Reports to FAO as regquired by
Article XTI of the Constitution., Since tlese reports are an importent
nediun for the interchunge of information on the forward-looking targets
and prosroms of Geovernments, 1t is vried that all member Govermments,
including those responsibdle for the non-self governing territories, moke
o swecisl effort to submit such reports for 1950 in the form and at the
tine requested by the Director-General, In comnnection with the stotic-
tical part of this rewcrt, the Meeting felt that, in order to facilitite
cnalyses of pertinent s;ricultwral statistics, Governments should follow
a standard procedure whereby statistical vresentations will dbe uniform.
FLO is reguested for this purpose to provide & statisticul style menuul,
% soon s possible, to provide an acceptevle standard for this work. It
iz further sv.zested that Govermments desiring assistance from FAO in
formuvlating tar ets for 1951/52 snd in other wspects of their procran
wienning worlk including Food Balance Sheets advise FAO of thelir desire for
such zgsisbance edrly in 1950,

Announcemant of Notionosl Torreds

It is believed that Govermmenta cen influence production, trade
and evan the vbilizition of food supplies by making official annovnce-
ments to producers, lundowners znd the jeneral public of the national
ter ets that bove been establighed for the year shead end of the ueu-
svres Shat Coternments cre undertalkins to help achieve tnem., Svch
announcements shovld be accoupanied by on explanation of the obyectives
*n view, cnd should be followed by periodic oppeals for public support
of the tur ets and procroms. The particular method of approach will, of
course, need to vary widely, but the oim should be to create moss interest
in order to encouvrsge the widest possible support.

Arricultural Expansion

VWinereas the reclomution and development of land cnd water resources

ig a primery step towurd increased food production, nud

Wherecs there are vast idle acreas in the Hecr Eost re;ion that
covld be added to s riculiursl lond, and

Whereas the Fear Test Governments ore seriocusly concerned with the
increcse of their availeble asricultiral eress to nmeet tie needs of &
fust ~rowing population and to raise their levels of living, and

Whereas the Neur Esst Coverrments cometimes need ovtside assic-
tance in economic and technicel plamnin:s of aciemes for ogricvltural
eXxpansion,

The leetin: therefore reccmmends:
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1) That FAO should ascertein from Nea. Zagt Governments what
narticular difficuvlties they eve meetins in preparction
sy reslization of projects for increcsing their agricul-
tural creas, and

=) That, when regquested by a Near Eust Government, FAO should
send ¢ team of experts acquainted with Near Zact conditions
to help local experts develop avpropricte projects for
arrienltvral expansicn and to advise as to the eccnonic
feasibility and as to meuns for {inancing such scienes.

%) That FAO should bring to the atbtention of international lending
agencies the econonic und technicel feasibility of such pro-
Jects and collaborate in other ways in faciliteting the neces-
sary Tinanciol arrongements.

Prodvction of Chemicel Fertilizers and Resticides

Hoting the importance of extendin: the use of chemical fertilizers
end pesticides,

Noting also thot Tertilizers and pesticides prodiced in the resjlon
cre svill far from satisfying the requirements of the countries tuerein,

Hoting also thet the supply of tliese moterials [Jrom distunt plaecesn
will entail expenses thot roise the cost of production,

¥otin: that certain sites in the Near Fist cre zdapted for tieir pro-
duction such ws for example Fertilizer orodrcticn in Scudl Arudia whrres
importent quantities of natural gas are wow oing to waste,

The Meeting therefore recoimends:

That s rieys, by FAO, of possible sites in the Tear East for
erecting fertilizer cnd pesticides zlants e made and that
wracticable stevs be talen to provide gufficient capacity

£ L.

for the needs of the reion.

Arriculturel Mochiinery cnd Ecuipment

Wrereas the expansion of g ricunlture in certain oertz ol Near
East countries nseds the wider use of mechines, und

Whereas the acricultural machines menufectured ouvtaide this zune
Trejvently need to be mopdified and betier adcpted to local conditions,
with rejerd to type of fuel wvsed, coolinc system, weight, etc., in
order to facilitute their use,

The Meeting therefors recomends:

That FAO call this to the sttention of some of the main
manulactrring {lrme 2nd urge them to send éxperts to strdy
the necessary modificetlons reguired in the machines menu-
factured by them with g view to making their usge more
econonical and efficlent under Nenr East conditlions and
types of farming.
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II. FAQ PROGREM OF WORK FOR 1770

The Meeting recognised that FAO's current asctivities end its
proposed progrom of work for 1930 cre the resulis of efforts, over
the post three years to meet, within the limite of FAO finunces,
the needs of merber countries as expressed by them ot the Annuel
Conference of FAO. Whenever possible, the progrom hes been varied
to meet the specisl needs of the :ndividuel cowntries cnd ureus,
end to cope with new situstions as they aricge.

Ir revieving the proposed 1950 prosram, the Meetins emphcsiged
the fact that a reqnional confercnce wes held in Caivo in Febrivary
1545, waen the principel problems of tihe re:ion especielly reserding
asriculiturel production were reviewed wnd definite recommendctions
were nade, Action has been taken on some of these, but for variouvs
ressons vork on others has not been initlated. It was felt that
most of the recommendations which have not been acted upon gtill
exvress the vrgent needs of thie Hear Eust.

The Meeting reécommended that hish priority be given by the wmember
countries in ccoperation with FAO to implementing the following
projects included in the resolutions of the Cairo Conference.

I. IRRICATION ALD DRAINAGE

Irrigation and drainase must continve to receive the hishest
priority in tne field of ac-ricultire in the Neer Zast. In order to
have efficient and orderly dcvelopment of irrigation works with,
waere nececsary, complementary plens for drsineaje, each covntry should
mike svrveys, when necessary, to determine the extent and nature of
the soil and water resouvrces suitable Tor rrisation development.
Imirthermore, it is sw.gested thet one of the chief Tunctions of the
Central Develonment Boards already referred to would be to contrcl
the priority and subcequent development cf tihe feusible irrigation
projects in relotlon to the econumy of each country.

Since thers is 2 need for adequutely trainred technicians to plun
for the necescery irrigetion and drcinese works, the Meetinsg recommends
tuet TAO supply one tecunician to work in the region on such problenms,

z, IMPROVED SEED PRODUCTION

The use of improved seed deserves very highn priority becavse it
contributes so much to the production of maximum ylelds and guality
which would result in profitable returns. Improved and odepted seeds
ghouvld be ziven sreatest and wost inmediate attention., Some covntries
now have stutions for testing end increxsing the production of impreved
seeds and others should esteblish similer gtations either individuvclly
or cooweratively. This isg wn activity invelvin: considercble resecron
tc develop struing vest adupbed to euch country or commnity with
signilicently different soils, climate, etc., In many ccses, two v
nore covniries could cooperate in suich work where they have cormen
Probvlems, TAO should furnish a fu:11 time official tc help the countries

T the rezion plan und execute guch ¢ cooperctive progrum.

3. PLANDT PROTECTION

In the field of plant diseases and insect pests, attention should

be _iven by ccuntries to practical metheds of control. The prosrom

on locvet control now being successfully cerried on in some neighbouring
countries ghovld be extended until full internstional cooperation of

all countries involved in the plegue should be sttained, Emphasis

is needed slso on the protection of stared zrain from varicus pests.

FAO should cbtain and meke availuble more information abouvt existing
Qrarantine laws znd their enforcement in «ll countries having then
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and efforts should be made by exporting countries heving them to

gee that products onterin_ into internsticncl trede are free Irom
pests and disease. To acccmplish this, member countries should
examine their guarentine re_ulations to deternine which onea should
be strernsthened; what nev re-ulations siy 1d be made; end what

new leislation is needed to coordinate existing quaruntine laws

and %o protect certuin countries against pests end disevuses epzisting
in cther couvntries.

L, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

In accordance with the resolutin of the Cuivro Conference of
Tebruvary 1548, action by the Wear Iost countries in ccoperation with
FAO should be teken on improvin: animel nealth and nubrition.
Attention shovld be raid also to animal breedins to determine which
local ireeds shouls be improved by zelegcblion or by croessing with
other brecds, and wiiat new breeds shovld Le introduced end msintained
o such to meet ¢ specific need, as for excrple morc intensive a ri-
cvl*'re for which no guitable local broed or strain ig avalilsble,

The Iirst steyn should ve a thorov a study By A0 of present livestcock,
their enviromment and pessibilities for improverment in the countriex
¢l bhe Heur Bast, The present Tunds sllotted for svceh worx in menmber e
countries are re-arded us inadectate, and this uspect should be
congidered ot the 1749 sension of the Conrerence, I possibdle, FAO
should provide for a full time technician to woric on the common
liveatock problems of the resion,

5. “?OCESu;NG OF ACRICULTURLL PRODUCTS

With svrvluses of certain g xricultuvruel producte u-ain becoring
prodvlems i the lear Best covntiries, it is very importgnt to have more
technicael tely in this field., Perticular sbitention shonld be puid to
the prOVe:s~n £ livestock productz unéd porishcole ve-etebles and
fruits, A bOLd,nUl», it is wrred Shot FAC ;‘vo f;IW t+0Lw-on to the
study of this impourtaont prodblem cond gev 1y o tochnician Jor et leust
tiree menths each year to work on thede prfaler *n covniries which

vndertaile zveh work ond request the cervices of s¢h 2 tecimicizn,

7

5. DEVELOPMENT OF NUIRITION ACTIVITIES

in order to develon rctivities in the fleld of notrition In the
rorion it ls siovested that Goverrments, walch neve not Llrecdy done
s, chculd set vp Nutional lntrition Gr-oapizotions on llnes best suited
to tihe conditions of thelr corntries Por stimulastin rtrpezt, Tor
issemineting imowledre te the peenle and for prrov.ding information
for the vse of the Goverament on “ood wonsvmption ond stute of
nteition of the pecyle

The tiecting Telt that the follewing mstters are oleso of purticrlor
concern to Lisar Fast countries:

1. S rmlvg Food Digtribution

Delerates exprensed concern svout present stocks of some o ricrlivral
prodvets which are difficrlt to mericet. There appeusr to be consideruole
stocks of potutoes in Syrls, Lebunon and Cyprve for wihich thers i3 1o
nor:iet at prices remunerctive to “rowers., Considerable stocks of 1raing

hove accumula ved in Traq and Syric. For the most purt 2ll a/ricvliwenl
vroduction end food distributicn are dependant vpon privete crtnrvr j515]
ané are carried on withont efriclent rlzrnin:
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If such surpluses continuve there is every indlcetion that present
arricrltursl policies of nmember Govermments will be upset and the
Region mey ¢sain face & shorteze of food shovld poor orop yewrs
accur.

The Meetins sugzests that informel msetings of rerresentatlves
of the Near East countries bs held periodically to exchense informetion
on anricultural production and distribution, These meetinczg should
facilitate the trade in food supplies amon:; the countries of the
lear Eact,

2. Procurement of Farmonent Fersonnel

In recent yecrs and at present there hes beon ¢nd is a most
seriouvs shortape of technicisns who stay for ¢ sufficiently long
period of time to carry out elfectively technical worlzg for which
no adeqgrately trained local officers are wvsilable. It is stropgly
recommended that FLO shouvld hely in every way possidle to locect
and arran.e Tor the services of well trsined personnel who will work
for longs periods of time in member countries., Such technicicng are
needed to cenduvet research and to train persornel in arriculturcl
extension, statistics and other techinicol work.

7. ther Fields of Work

The draft prowrams of work for 1950 in the Tields of Fisheries,
Forestry, Information and Rural Jelfore prcposed for consideration
% the 5th Session, FAO Conference, thourh not discussed were
considered jenerally satisfactory in so faor us they avply to the Hear
Zast., It was arreed however that publicetions should be distribited
nore selectively to insvre that each member country receives only
the prvlications which apply directly to it, c¢nd thut pertinent
puvlicetions in French or English as recrired be sent directly to
the orranizations end officlels directly concerned, s well as throvgh
the official chonnels of cormunicotieon.,

ITI. TECHEICAL ASSISTANCE FCR FCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The Meeting had before it for considersticn FAO Docvment CL 6/9
under this hecding, together also with the Remolution of the United
Iatione Beonomic and Social Council deted 14 end 15 Avoust 1949
"Expanded Pro-rum of Technicol Assistence for Tconomic Development™.
It endorsed the principle of submitting requests for assistance under
the Tecinical Assitence Frosrum in the form of comprehensive prosran
and projects as distinet from isolated and uncoordinated reguests for
cgsistonce, often of o short-torm nature,

By

insvring by ¢ll mesns aveileble thet FAO and member Governments will
carry throvgh as enersetically as possible the work initisted oy
erccizlists . vnder the Techniczl Agsistance Prosran, so thet suvch
werk will not be allowed to lapse with the withdruwzel of techniczl
agsistance,

The Meeting further called attention to the importance of

It was recosnised that whereass due allowence must be made fTor
the need of hizhly specialised experts in solving certsin problems,
hie ovtstanding need in the Near East is for lezdsrship in the busic
aspects of agricultvre, as embraced by FAQ.

It was stroncly recormended that finds Irom technicul assistance
grants should be allotied to pey partially the sslaries of officials
enjased in certain countriesg, if supplied for, should the budget of
FAQ not sllow this at the present memsnt,

Lo/a1205



Attention wag driwn to the importunce of rerzrding Document
CL 4/% not 25 2 detailed and rizid pro-rcm out 25 a =v i
fromevork within vhich there is room for considersble
according to the needs of ‘ndlvidval couririecs vecaouse of their
wide ¢illerence in rerercl economic derselopment, i
topeorayny, etvce., and FAC wes vried to encovrase
on the part of individual countries ond rejicns
Prosrons,

The Mecting asked FAO to sive the mest carefml consideration
to recrests from menber Goveriments Tor specified technicicns, ond
to do its utmest to secure the relecze of such techniclens where
thieir services should clearly be the best cvelilcble Tor the needs
of the requesting country.

Lonrovel was given to the yr ‘nciple of -ising the services of
FEO exrerts in preparing and submitiing projects reguesting
technicol ussistance such as thosze descrived in Document CL &/ 5.

The Meebing further loid emphasis on the %mpor‘ance of
in; advanced training edbrocd ln the vagic sweopects of aricu
for snecielists from countries in the Heesr East; end of the
principle of speciclist exchanre; and encoxra"e% FAO to devite
partizuler sttenticn to this metter within the fromewcrk both of
its ovn and of the Techniczl Ass ’stance ““0 Jrom,

4 vote of thanxs to the Lebanese Goverrment was made in
lowin~ terma and tronsmitted to the Hinister of Foreion A

notes to the FAD Ilesr Fret Ire-Conference
- held ot the U&son Ecla:e, Boirmt
, one end all exprecss tie'r
and rrutitude to the Lebtonese Cov
a3 nost for the Meeting, 90” the ~enercu i
tiey bvestowsd on the delejotes throujshovt thelr
ard forr providin: gll the fucil ties which mede
Lle to corry throush the werk so exreditioun
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ANFEXE £, PRODUCTICON AND TRADE
1948/49 and 1G50/51
1. The following tables showing targets cf prcduction and

trade by commodities and ccuntrises for 1950/51 with ccouparisons
for 1948, were prepared by the Secretariat follcowing its ccn-
sultetions with individual Governments regarding the tentative
working targets included in the Working Paper of the Near East
Pre-Conference Meeting. (Review of the Programs and Food amnd
Agriculture Prospects for the Near East 1949).

2, Information which called for scme revisions was received
from the following countries: Cyprus, Ethiopla, Lebanon, Iraqg,
Seud1 Arebia, and Syria. Other countries have expressed their
willingness to supply additional information on their production
ard trade tergets, and it is hoped that such informaticn can be
mede available to the FAU Secretarist in time for inclusion in
the documentetion now being prepared for the Amruel Conference,
i.e. not later than October 10. Moreover, there are still con-
siderable gaeps in the information concerning 1G48 producticn end
trede. It is similarly desirsble for Gevernments et the same
time to submit further data in this resvect.

3, The symbols used in the tatles are indicated below:
«ss Dats nct available,
- None or in negligible guantity.
+ Secretariat estimates.

, Tetals for the region have been rounded and include es-
timates for missing data end for countries not listed in the tablec
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TABLE I (Continued)
COUNTRIES PULSES 2/ SUGAR 3/
Area Production Area Production
- 1948749 1950/51 1948749 1950751 1948749 1950/51  19k37h9 1950751
1000 ha. 1000 M.t. 1000 ha. 1000 M.t.

Anglo-Egyptian 26+ 3% 18+ 20 - - - -

Sudan ' X - .
Cyprus 3 5 .2 ok - - 200+ 214
EgyDt 198 197 536 336 39+ 38 - -
Eritrea 11 12 24 L - - - .
Ethiopia 750 750 . 250 250 - - Lo+ 70
Iran ‘e ves 2536 225 e 45 - -
Ir&q L [ lO’+ 20 - - - -
Iebanon & 2 15 17 - - - -
Sgudi Arabla - - - - - - - .
Somaliiand - - - - - - - - -

(British) . : ’ :
Somaliland (- - =rc - - - -Ho dote &vallable - = = = = < = = = = = = = o o = = )

{French) . . . ,
Syrie 148 150 g7 100 - 6 -
Trans jordan 25+ 25 3+ 30 - - - -
TWksy vee T e ves - 1y %0 121 140
Yomen (~--c=-=-- To data available = « « ~ = = = = = = =~ -« 4 - 4 . )
TOTAL REGION 1716 1750 115¢ 1240 120 1h0 %60 k30

;/— Paddy equivelent
g/- Including beans, peas, lentils, but coverage varies for individual countries.
3/- In terms of refined.
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TARLE TI -~ NET TRADE BY INDIVIDUAL COMMODITITS AMD COUITRIFS:
1948 and Tarcets and Projections for 1950/51 :
(+ minus sizn (-) desirn.tes net exports)

CCUNTRIE? BREADGRATNG COPSE CRATNS RICF
_— Y 2/
1948  195¢/51 1942 1950/51 1943 1950/51
1000 Metric Tons

Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 10 16 - 16+ - 30 b 8
Cymrus Ly Lo 15 - 32/ 5
eyt b53 eTe) 345 koo < 509 - 566
Tyitrex -1 15 oo - ees z
Tthionic - 00 - U5 - 34 - b - -
Iron - b - 50 - - 280 - 15 - 76
Ir.q - 100 - 160+ - 330 -
Leboaion 27 9]0} 27+ 5 ves 12
Soudi Arebia 50 k5 ves - 48 50
Somaliland (British) 1 1 - 1 1
Som2121ond {French) Cee. e veel vee cees e
Tyvisn 392./ - 300 252 - 50 152/ 13
Trangjord:zn 2 - 52/ i3 - -
Turley - - 560 -1z - 135 - -
Yeren (-2 v e - - - - - o dota available - = = - - - --
CTAL RICIOT 78¢ - 270 250 - ¢ - L350 - 5h0

o

;/ - Brexderains include wheat Znd rye.

g/ - Cozyse grainsg include barley, ozts, mo

é/ - January - June

ize, millets -nd sorshums.

For wice, sugar, oils, citrus frujts, see :1lso footnotes Table TI.
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