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2022 the Great Lakes
In 7 Commission (GLC)
saw a return to in-person meetings, allowing
our commissioners, partners, and staff to
reconnect and strengthen relationships that
provide the foundation for our work. We
also celebrated the 50th anniversaries of
the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement
and Clean Water Act —landmark programs
that have changed the way we manage and
use our water resources. We extend our
gratitude to our commissioners, observers,
partners, and friends for their continued
commitment to our work and their support.
In this report, we highlight notable examples
of GLC's partnership-based work in 2022.

A Resilient Great Lakes Basin

Climate change, increased variability of lake
levels, and other changing conditions con-
tinue to affect the people, places, economy,
and environment of the Great Lakes basin.
The effects of these changes include in-
creased risks to water quality and supply, ag-
riculture, maritime navigation, infrastructure,
people and animals, shorelines and coastal
zones, and existing restoration efforts.

Responding to this challenge, the GLC
released a forward-looking plan to guide
efforts to make the Great Lakes basin
more resilient to the effects of climate
change. The Action Plan for a Resilient
Great Lakes Basin was approved at the
2022 Semiannual Meeting held in Green
Bay, Wisconsin. The plan was developed by
the GLC Standing Committee on Climate
Resilience, which includes representa-
tives of local, state, provincial and federal
governments, as well as partners from the
maritime and nonprofit sectors. It lever-
ages existing regional efforts, as well as
supports collaboration among jurisdictions
to promote shared learning and create stra-
tegic partnerships that will lead to a more
resilient and adaptive Great Lakes basin.

Highlights and

Clean and Safe Water

Through the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act and the Inflation Reduction
Act, the U.S. federal government is making
unprecedented investments in improving
water quality and providing safe drinking
water for communities. The GLC developed
two important resources to assist in the
implementation of these programs and to
help answer the critical question of how
we are doing when it comes to protecting
drinking water in the Great Lakes basin.

At the 2022 Annual Meeting, in Erie, Penn-
sylvania, the GLC approved a blueprint of
priority approaches for improving water
infrastructure in the basin. Approaches for
Improving Great Lakes Water Infrastructure:
A Blueprint was developed by a regional
working group comprised of government
and nongovernment representatives. It

is intended to support federal and state
elected officials, state agency staff, and
local leaders seeking to advance water
infrastructure projects. The GLC is now col-
lecting success stories from water utilities,
governments, and organizations that are
putting blueprint approaches into practice.

Through Blue Accounting, the GLC is provid-
ing regional stakeholders information on
ongoing work to implement source water
protection plans, reduce lead in drinking
water, and meet treatment requirements
for water leaving community water sup-
plies. This information was developed

in collaboration with a work group that
includes representatives of state, provin-
cial, and federal governments, as well as
the academic and nonprofit sectors.

The GLC is also working to reduce the runoff
of nutrients that contribute to harmful algal
blooms (HABs) in the Great Lakes basin,
and helping to coordinate research and
information about HABs. In 2022, the Great
Lakes HABs Collaborative, coordinated by
the GLC, published two fact sheets on hu-
man health effects of HABs, and released
the HABs Research Mapper. This app

will help the research community share
their work and direct the water manage-
ment community to projects of interest.

In 2022, the GLC concluded work on a Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative-funded project
called Conservation Kick. Conservation Kick
developed a process for communities to
invest in conservation practices to protect
their sources of drinking water. These
practices included wetland restoration,
grassed waterways, and even a denitrifying
bioreactor. Project funding was matched

by participating communities in Indiana,
New York, and Ohio. Through 10-year
contracts between community “buyers”

and agricultural “sellers,” it's estimated that
nearly 1,700 pounds of total phosphorus
and 21,000 pounds of nitrogen will stay out
of local waterways and the Great Lakes.

Through the longstanding Great Lakes
Sediment and Nutrient Reduction Program,
the GLC awarded more than $1.2 million

to reduce the runoff of sediment, nutri-
ents, and other pollutants into the Great
Lakes and their tributaries. Each year, the
program provides competitive grants to
local, state, and tribal governments and
nonprofit organizations to install erosion
and nutrient control practices. The program



supports projects not typically funded by
other federal cost-share programs, includ-
ing innovative and unique practices.

Sustainable and
Equitable Water Use

Since 1988, the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence
River basin jurisdictions have submitted
water use data to the GLC, which compiles
and summarizes these datasets into an an-
nual report. The 2021 Annual Report of the
Great Lakes Regional Water Use Database
found that 37.5 billion gallons of water per
day were withdrawn from the Great Lakes
basin in 2021, representing about a 1%
decrease from 2020 withdrawals. Ther-
moelectric power production, public water
supply, and industrial use were the primary
use sectors in 2021. Only 5% of the total
reported water withdrawn was lost from the
basin. Considering both consumptive use
and diversions, the basin gained a total of
156 million gallons of water per day in 2021.

Safe and Reliable Waterways

The GLC continues to advocate for policies
and funding that will support a safe and
reliable maritime transportation system in
the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River. In
2022, the GLC passed resolutions sup-
porting short-sea shipping and calling for
increased icebreaking capacity in the Great
Lakes. Also in 2022, Congress passed, and
President Biden signed into law, legislation
addressing several critical GLC priorities:

The Soo Locks on the St. Marys River
in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan

the National Defense Authorization Act
included authorizations for continuing
construction of the new Soo Lock, invest-
ments in Great Lakes icebreaking capacity,
and an update to a 2007 economic impact
study of Great Lakes recreational boat-

ing that was co-authored by the GLC.

Healthy Aquatic Ecosystems

The GLC maintains strong partnerships in
the region to protect and restore aquatic
ecosystems from the negative impacts of
aquatic invasive species (AIS) and habitat
degradation. For the fourth year in a row,
hundreds of organizations across the
region worked together to educate the
public about AIS during the annual Great
Lakes AIS Landing Blitz. This annual event
is hosted by state and provincial agencies
with the support of the GLC and partner
organizations. Inspectors show boaters
how to prevent the spread of AIS, ways to
identify AIS, and how to report AlS. In 2022,
the GLC also awarded more than $65,000
in grants to Indigenous Nations and local
organizations in the region to participate
in the Landing Blitz. This was the first time
that competitive grants were available to
expand outreach and education efforts.

The GLC released a report on the sec-
ond phase of its work to stop internet
sales of AIS in the Great Lakes region.
The Great Lakes Detector of Invasive
Aquatics in Trade (GLDIATR), uses “web
crawling” applications to track the online

sale of priority AIS and support the work
of researchers, outreach coordinators,
managers, and law enforcement officials.
The GLC launched GLDIATR in 2010

and continues to work with partners to
combat the trade of AIS over the internet.

Through an ongoing partnership with
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), the GLC joined
local, state, and federal partners to cel-
ebrate the groundbreaking of a significant
restoration project along the coastline of
the Niagara River in Buffalo, New York.
The Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park
Shoreline and Aquatic Habitat Project
will naturalize approximately 2,500 feet
of the park’s failing seawall, significantly
improve close to five acres of coastal
wetland, and return two acres of histori-
cally filled lake bottom back to Lake Erie.

Work was also completed on a project to
restore a former confined disposal site

in the Maumee Area of Concern in Ohio.
The site, known as Penn 7, was historically
used for disposal of silt dredged from the
Maumee’s shipping channel. A coalition
of partners led by the GLC and NOAA
restored more than 15 acres of wetland,
improved nearly 60 acres of habitat, and
better connected the site with the Maumee
River. This work has increased birding and
fishing opportunities, created a downtown
green space, and improved water quality.




Success in Washington
Sets the Stage
for Progress in 2023

The efforts of the GLC and its partners
once again led to a successful Great
Lakes Day in 2022. In addition to the
GLC's own set of priorities, the GLC

led key regional groups in releasing a
joint statement of priority actions for
the sixteenth year in a row. While Great
Lakes Day was once again held virtu-
ally in 2022, the GLC also coordinated
and hosted a week of additional priority
specific discussions for the first time.
Topics included binational coordina-
tion, maritime transportation, aquatic
invasive species, and coastal resiliency.

At the end of 2022, an omnibus spend-
ing bill was approved to fund the federal
government for the remainder of the fiscal
year. The legislation included funding for
programs critical to the Great Lakes region,
as well as a first-ever direct appropriation
of $3 million from the federal government
to the GLC to enhance regional collabora-
tion between the states and the federal
government. Under the guidance of a new
strategic plan adopted in early 2023, the
GLC looks forward to utilizing this fund-
ing to expand state-federal collabora-
tion, enhance regional coordination, and
accelerate progress on priorities related
to restoration, navigation, and resiliency.

The GLC remains committed to working
with its many partners to ensure the Great
Lakes and St. Lawrence River support a
healthy environment, vibrant economy, and
high quality of life for all people and com-
munities in the region. =

—The Thousand Islands region-
on the St. Lawrence River k_\ﬁ'ﬁ

Fiscal Year 2022

Financials

Overall, the GLC
continues to effectively
manage its general,
restricted and cash
reserve funds to achieve
the agency'’s goals and
objectives. These figures
were confirmed by an
independent audit, which
is conducted each year
to examine the GLC's
financial operations.

The Great Lakes Commission concluded FY2022 in sound financial

condition, with total revenues of $7.058 million. Total revenues exceeded
expenses by 1.76%. The 2022 fiscal year ended June 30, 2022.

Revenues

Grants and contracts S 6,378,909 90.38%
State contributions 688,000 9.75%
Meetings, publications, misc. 19,206 0.27%
Interest income 4112 0.06%
Change in fair value of investments (32,438) -0.46%
TOTAL $ 7,057,789
Expenses

Grants and contracts $ 4,661,158 67.23%
Personnel 1,811,110 26.12%
Office operations 377,569 5.45%
Travel 30,271 0.44%
Communication 29,392 0.42%
Program activities 24,000 0.35%
TOTAL $ 6,933,500

Change in net position $124,289 1.76%
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About the o

Great Lakes Commission

The Great Lakes Commission is

a binational government agency
established in 1955 to protect the
Great Lakes and the economies and
ecosystems they support.

Its membership includes leaders

from the eight U.S. states and two
Canadian provinces in the Great Lakes
basin. The GLC recommends policies
and practices to balance the use,

development, and conservation of the
water resources of the Great Lakes and
brings the region together to work on
issues that no single community, state,
province, or nation can tackle alone.




