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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BUCSHON).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 14, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable LARRY
BUCSHON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2023, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50
p.m.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, during National Police Week,
we recognize the brave men and women
of law enforcement who serve and pro-
tect our communities each and every
day.

From carrying out arrest warrants to
conducting outreach at our schools to
patrolling our streets, police officers

provide invaluable service to our com-
munities, helping to keep each and
every American safe.

Far too often, these officers experi-
ence threats and violence in their
work, and tragically, 136 law enforce-
ment officers were killed in the line of
duty last year.

It was President Ronald Reagan who
said: ‘“Evil is powerless if the good are
unafraid.” Through their heroic ac-
tions, these officers embodied the spir-
it of that message, and we can never
truly fully repay the debt that we owe
them.

This week, let’s recommit ourselves
to standing with law enforcement and
ensuring that these men and women
have the tools and resources that they
need to do their jobs safely and effec-
tively.

INVESTING IN AMERICAN ENERGY

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, under President Biden’s failed
leadership, energy prices have sky-
rocketed, and American families are
feeling the effects of an administration
that has neglected our energy security
in favor of far-left Green New Deal
policies.

Since President Biden took office,
energy prices have soared by 30 per-
cent, squeezing families who are al-
ready hurting from President Biden’s
inflation.

By canceling the Keystone XL pipe-
line, by halting new oil and natural gas
leases, and by deploying new EPA rules
that limit new development, Joe Biden
has sent a clear message that he cares
more about scoring political points
with his base than he does about the
safety and the security of the Amer-
ican people.

This past January, the Biden admin-
istration announced a ban on new LNG
export projects, empowering countries
like Russia and Iran while hurting our
allies who depend on U.S. energy.

Now isn’t the time to rely on ineffec-
tive energy sources like wind turbines

and solar farms. We know that the
power American families need is under-
neath the feet of my constituents in
Pennsylvania. Unlocking the natural
gas that we have can lower energy
prices while providing clean and reli-
able power.

Now isn’t the time for new regula-
tions that limit energy growth. It is
time to invest in American energy and
put a stop to the Green New Deal.

CONGRATULATING CHRIS SILVA
AND STEPHEN LAMARCA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. RYAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor two visionaries of the Hudson
Valley arts scene upon their retire-
ment.

Chris Silva and Stephen LaMarca
have been life forces for the region’s
live music and theater performances
for the past three decades, revitalizing
the Bardavon Opera House built in 1869
in Poughkeepsie and the Ulster Per-
forming Arts Center in my hometown
of Kingston.

The two together preserved the
Bardavon’s record as the oldest oper-
ating theater in New York State, keep-

ing it afloat through many trying
times.
Their ingenuity and savviness

brought big name stars from Aretha
Franklin and Bob Dylan to Jon Stew-
art to the theaters.

Chris and Stephen’s impact on the
community goes beyond the bright
marquee lights. Their big-time gigs
helped fund extensive service to our
community, from free films for kids to
educational programs, and igniting
economic boons for the surrounding
downtown neighborhoods in both
Poughkeepsie and Kingston.

Although their retirement won’t
come until the end of this year, as they
prepare, I wish them a restful and
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happy retirement, spent with the satis-
faction of knowing they are responsible
for inspiring an estimated 2.5 million
audience members through the over
2,600 artists and performances they
brought to the stage in the Hudson
Valley.
HONORING DENNIS DEGROAT, JR.

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor World War II veteran Dennis
DeGroat, Jr., who recently passed in
his hometown of Port Jervis, New
York, only weeks after the entire com-
munity came together to celebrate his
100th birthday and only hours after fi-
nally being pinned with a Purple Heart
that had been missing and replaced
from years ago.

Dennis’ life of service to our Nation
is incredible and started in the Civilian
Conservation Corps. He then went on to
serve in the Army, protecting freedom
and democracy for all Americans and
the world on the front lines in Europe,
including on the shores of Normandy
and in the Battle of the Bulge, and suf-
fering grievous injuries at the Battle of
Aachen.

In that battle, he nearly lost both of
his legs and was told that he would
never walk again, but that was no
match for Dennis. He relearned to walk
and never slowed down again.

He came back to his home commu-
nity and worked well into his 90s, and
his incredible legacy of service and
positivity lives on through 20 grand-
children, 47 great-grandchildren, 19
great-great-grandchildren, and count-
less others that his 100 years of her-
oism, humility, and service inspired.

Dennis is proof that a century spent
in service to others leaves an impact
that will last many, many more.
CONGRATULATING LIEUTENANT BRANDON ROLA

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Lieutenant Brandon
Rola on being named the new chief of
police for the city of Newburgh, New
York.

Lieutenant Rola is Newburgh
through and through. He decided early
on in his life to commit fully to serving
his community, our community.

At only 38, he is already a 16-year
veteran of the Newburgh Police De-
partment, recognized over 30 times for
his meritorious and heroic acts.

If you know Brandon, it truly is not
about the awards; it is about pro-
tecting his community and protecting
his neighbors.

It is this sense of duty and selfless
service that drove him into a cold,
snowy Thanksgiving night in 2014 at 2
a.m. in search of two missing boys.

During the search, he found a shovel
next to a snowbank, felt a gut instinct
to dig, and ultimately found the miss-
ing boys buried in an 8-foot tall snow-
bank. He rightly received national at-
tention after the rescue but humbly
said: It was a good day.

Today is a good day for Newburgh,
and tomorrow and many more after,
with the city’s safety in the hands of
Lieutenant Rola, a tried-and-true pub-
lic servant.
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CONGRATULATING CAPTAIN STEVEN MINARD

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Captain Steven Minard
on his retirement after over four dec-
ades of extraordinary and selfless pub-
lic service to the city of Poughkeepsie
Police Department and all the resi-
dents of the city of Poughkeepsie in
the Hudson Valley.

Throughout his incredible career,
Captain Minard went above and beyond
in his call to protect and serve. In addi-
tion to his selfless service and great
risk to himself and his family, he
earned a master’s degree and ulti-
mately a Ph.D., becoming Dr. Minard,
expanding the impact of his service and
training others in our local community
colleges and surrounding universities.
He attended the FBI Academy and de-
veloped training ultimately for the FBI
National Executive Institute.

He has not only directly uplifted the
Poughkeepsie community by building
trust and delivering peace of mind but
made countless communities across
New York safer through the cur-
riculum he developed and taught.

While his retirement from the force
will be felt and he will be deeply
missed, I am hopeful for the future be-
cause of the thousands of others he has
trained to be champions for their com-
munities just like he has been.

HONORING PUBLIX SUPER
MARKETS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor Publix Super Mar-
kets as they donate their one-hundred-
millionth pound of produce to food
banks across their eight-State foot-
print.

When leaders at Publix learned that
farmers were plowing under produce
crops in 2000 because markets dried up,
they decided to purchase produce from
farmers and give it away to their part-
ners at Feeding America.

As of today, Publix has donated 100
million pounds of produce to 35 food
banks.

I am ©proud to have Publix
headquartered in my congressional dis-
trict and appreciate all they are doing
in partnership with food banks
throughout the Southeast.

We congratulate all Publix associates
on this important milestone and for
doing good, together.

HONORING JACKIE AND DAVID
SIEGEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to speak on the
floor about a very important topic but
really to honor two people, Jackie and
David Siegel of central Florida.

Jackie and David Siegel, as proud
Americans, have stepped up to form

May 14, 2024

what is known as the Victoria’s Voice
Foundation.

The story behind this is one that res-
onates with millions of Americans.
They lost their daughter, 18 years old,
to the ravages of drug addiction, to the
ravages of what started as a simple
marijuana cigarette turning into a
THC-induced addiction that led her on-
ward through drugs, ultimately to her
death.

Mr. Speaker, across this country,
millions of American families are
searching for ideas not only about the
truth behind the problems with THC,
which is the active ingredient in mari-
juana, but also the ravages of drugs
that come after that because mari-
juana is a gateway to these harder
drugs that so many people move to.

David and Jackie Siegel understood
this as they watched not just their
daughter’s addiction but how she
moved herself through drugs, and even-
tually it led them to seek time for her
to receive treatment.

Treatment, while very important, is
stronger than love is, and that is what
they learned also. David and Jackie
watched their daughter as she spiraled
through not only drug addiction but
the people that she became associated
with.

I stand today to say that David and
Jackie Siegel did something about this
as they joined a nationwide organiza-
tion that is intended to teach commu-
nities, schools, and parents that there
is a way to not only understand and
comprehend the things that are hap-
pening to our youth but a way to be-
come active to where they can address
these issues. They accomplish this by
working with schools, by working with
parents, and by working with law en-
forcement to make sure that these rav-
ages of drug addiction are not only un-
derstood but addressed.

Mr. Speaker, David Siegel lost an 18-
year-old daughter he loved very much,
and it has caused him and Jackie to
spend millions of dollars to give this
outreach the voice that Victoria held
and brings to light how important that
is to them because they care about
other people also.

Families all across this country are
struggling to find exactly how to ad-
dress this; how to take on a big prob-
lem. I would suggest today that Jackie
and David Siegel, through Victoria’s
Voice Foundation, have provided a
really clear way for the American peo-
ple, for families, for communities, and
for schools who are struggling with
these addiction problems, who are
struggling with not just the psychosis
that happens but ultimately the death
of so many of our students.

I think that David had the right idea
when he said he didn’t want this to
happen to another family without the
knowledge of what they could do to be-
come engaged to save not just their
children but other children in their
community.

Mr. Speaker, today, I stand up and
salute Jackie and David Siegel for not
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just sitting back in their own sorrow
but actually moving forward in the
American spirit, in working with peo-
ple of goodwill, who want to protect
our children, who want to see the dan-
gers as they exist in our country today
and make a meaningful difference.

I applaud David Siegel for not only
his investment of millions of dollars,
but I also applaud David Siegel for
standing up and saying that he believes
that the only way we can win this bat-
tle is through the confidence that we
give our children, showing them that
we care about them, that our schools
will take this same rigorous responsi-
bility, and, we, as a community and as
a Nation, can solve this problem.

Mr. Speaker, I stand today in support
of David and Jackie Siegel, not in their
grief but in the resiliency that they
had to move forward to help other peo-
ple in our country.

————
O 1215

SALT DEDUCTION CAP HYPOCRISY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LALOTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LALOTA. Hypocrisy, Mr. Speak-
er. Hypocrisy.

For years, House Democrats said
they were in favor of raising or elimi-
nating the State and local tax deduc-
tion cap. Yet, exactly 3 months ago
today on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives, every single House Demo-
crat voted to block a bill that would
eliminate the marriage penalty on the
SALT deduction cap.

It is shameful, Mr. Speaker, that
House Democrats claim to support
SALT relief but vote otherwise. Their
party line ‘“‘no’”’ vote denied many Long
Island families, including many of my
constituents, about $2,000 in much-
needed tax relief.

As a lifelong Long Islander, I under-
stand how costly Albany Democrats
have made life for New York suburbs.
We have the highest property, sales,
and income taxes in the entire Nation.
Yet, when we needed Washington
Democrats to help relieve us of some of
that burden by raising the SALT cap,
they ran for the hills, Mr. Speaker.

I am disappointed in my colleagues
from the other side of the aisle, but,
Mr. Speaker, I am not deterred. I will
continue to call on all of my colleagues
to help raise or eliminate the cap on
the SALT deduction. My constituents
deserve nothing less.

——————

HONORING RICHARD JOHN
McDERMOTT II AND ANNAMARIE
McDERMOTT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. TENNEY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and celebrate the lives
of Richard John McDermott II and
Annamarie Christine McDermott, val-
ued and beloved members of the
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Oswego County community who were
tragically killed in a car accident last
year, on June 10, 2023.

Nearly 1 year later, our community
still feels the gaping hole created by
the sudden loss of these two wonderful
people. Rick and Annamarie left an en-
during legacy and profound impact on
their three children and their grand-
children, family, friends, and commu-
nity, and also on me.

I was fortunate enough to know Rick
and to actually become friends with
him over the past 20 years. He was a
bright, engaging, and passionate advo-
cate, particularly for the Second
Amendment, and also an avid sports-
man and conservationist. Rick believed
in preserving the natural resources we
are blessed to have in New York State,
especially in the beautiful region of up-
state New York, where he resided for
most of his life.

Rick McDermott worked at Novelis
for over 23 years as an electrical engi-
neer and retired in April 2023, just a
few months before his life was trag-
ically taken from him.

As an avid outdoorsman, Rick de-
voted countless hours to local gun
clubs and conservation groups. He was
a tireless advocate and trusted re-
source for hunting rights and Second
Amendment rights across New York
State.

In 2012, Rick founded the New York
Crossbow Coalition, which was criti-
cally important to the efforts to legal-
ize the crossbow as hunting equipment
in New York. I remember meeting with
Rick when I was a member of the State
legislature to organize several rallies
in Albany against New York’s uncon-
stitutional gun law, known as the
SAFE Act, passed in the dark of night
in 2013.

Earlier today, I had the honor of
meeting Tom, Rick’s son, at the White
House. They were touring the White
House, a wonderful opportunity that
we have as American citizens. Tom in-
formed me earlier that he was actually
an attendee at one of these massive
rallies at the capitol in Albany.

Rick was always leading the way on
Second Amendment issues and always
in Oswego. He was passionate, always
trying to educate everyone in our com-
munity so they understood the true
value of our Bill of Rights and every-
thing that we stood for as Americans
and as New Yorkers, particularly. Un-
derstanding the value of outdoor rec-
reational programs, Rick led many
youth pheasant hunts and wounded
veterans crossbow hunts throughout
the years, making this his mission.

Although I never had the pleasure of
meeting Rick’s lovely wife, Annamarie,
she exhibited a similar passion and
dedication to our community.

The heartwarming tributes by their
own hometown to Annamarie and Rick
are really incredible and touching, and
they reveal the depth of devotion of
these two wonderful people to our com-
munity and to their families.

Annamarie McDermott was a devoted
teacher’s assistant for nearly 20 years
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in the Altmar-Parish-Williamstown,
the APW, school district, as we call it.
Annamarie was dedicated to supporting
young, aspiring leaders in our commu-
nity. She was described by so many
who loved and admired her as a person
who would strive to go above and be-
yond for her students.

Annamarie created the Breakfast
Club and also another club called the
Rebel Club, which were beloved morn-
ing and afternoon programs that en-
couraged students to embrace learning
and foster stronger relationships with
other students.

They were united in marriage on May
16, 1987. Rick and Annamarie’s legacy
is not only defined by their profes-
sional achievements but by the love
and devotion they poured into their
role as parents of Megan Burch and her
husband, Eric, who now reside in
Canandaigua, also in New York’s 24th
District; Valerie Bullock and her hus-
band, Troy, of Pulaski; Thomas
McDermott and his girlfriend, Allie
Hamilton, of West Monroe; and also as
the grandparents of Brayleigh and
Mason Bullock.

Rick and Annamarie and their un-
wavering support and presence at every
milestone event underscored their
commitment to this wonderful family
and community, leaving an indelible
mark on all fortunate enough to know
them. Certainly, it was an honor for
me to know Rick. What an impression
he left on me.

My deepest condolences to the family
and friends of these wonderful people
taken too early in life. I hope this mod-
est recognition and remembrance of
Rick and Annamarie McDermott on
the House floor will provide some com-
fort to their family, friends, and every-
one who knew Rick and Annamarie.

I also hope that all Americans will
know that, as they witness on this
floor, there are wonderful people living
wonderful lives of courage, compassion,
and patriotism in our own commu-
nities who are not seeking recognition
but always seeking to do good for their
communities, for their families, and
for everyone who knows them, and who
leave a beautiful and indelible impres-
sion on so many people they met.

I thank the families and everyone
who have suffered through this very
difficult year and provided so much
support, including the communities, in
all that has happened to the young
children, the grandchildren, and also to
the kids, Valerie, Thomas, and Megan,
and all that they have done to try to
stand strong in the face of this trag-
edy.

I thank, again, everyone who sup-
ported Annamarie and Rick and who
supports their family.

———
CELEBRATING JAYLIN SIMPSON
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the
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achievements of Jaylin Simpson, who
was drafted by the Indianapolis Colts.
Jaylin was drafted in the fifth round of
the 2024 NFL draft after 5 years of
playing at the University of Auburn.

Before attending Auburn, Jaylin
graduated high school from Frederica
Academy in the First District of Geor-
gia. In his senior year at Frederica,
Jaylin racked up 1,433 passing yards,
441 rushing yards, 22 touchdowns, and 1
interception as Frederica’s quarter-
back. He also made 48 tackles and 4
interceptions while playing corner in a
season that led to a GISA State Cham-
pionship for Frederica.

At Auburn, Jaylin played in 47
games, tallying 116 total tackles, 7
interceptions, 14 pass breakups, and 4
tackles for a loss during his career.

The Indianapolis Colts have no doubt
just received an outstanding football
player. I congratulate Jaylin. I know I
speak for the whole First District when
I say we are very proud of him.

FLETC DEPUTY DIRECTOR KAI MUNSHI

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the career
of Kai Munshi, who is retiring from his
position as deputy director of the Fed-
eral Law Enforcement Training Cen-
ters.

Deputy Director Munshi’s law en-
forcement career began in August 2002
as a U.S. Secret Service special agent.
He helped conduct investigations re-
lated to issues such as counterfeit cur-
rency, bank fraud, and other financial
crimes.

Deputy Director Munshi also served
in the Special Operations Division
Counter Assault Team, where he led
countless protective missions for the
President of the United States and
other dignitaries domestically and
abroad.

During his time as deputy director,
he oversaw training for 125 Federal
partner organizations. He directed op-
erations across all four of FLETC’s
training delivery points, leading
FLETC’s administrative, security, fi-
nancial, mission support, and resource
management programs.

I thank Deputy Director Munshi for
his years of dedicated service to this
great country. I hope he enjoys his
well-earned retirement.

CELEBRATING JAMARI MCIVORY

Mr. CARTER of GEORGIA. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
achievements of Savannah Christian’s
Jamari Mclvory, who recently received
the 71st annual Dearing Award.

The Ashley Dearing Award, given an-
nually to the area’s most versatile
male athlete for more than seven dec-
ades, was recently presented at Savan-
nah Christian to Jamari, who consist-
ently brings home hardware for his
alma mater.

He is the 10th Savannah Christian
Raider to win the award in 71 years,
and he is currently signed to play foot-
ball at Northern Illinois.

Jamari is truly an all-star. Not only
is he great at football, but he is a star
on the basketball court. He is one of
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the greatest track athletes Georgians
have seen in ages. He is the reigning
State champion for both 200 and 400
meters for track. Jamari’s record
speaks for itself. He is a multisport
star, and the First District could not
be more proud of him.

I congratulate Jamari. I know we
will continue to see his success on the
field for years to come.

RECOGNIZING REPRESENTATIVE LINDSAY
THOMAS

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize a former
United States House of Representatives
Member from the great State of Geor-
gia, Lindsay Thomas, for receiving the
2023 Rock  Howard Conservation
Achievement Award.

The Rock Howard Conservation
Achievement Award is given to those
who are recognized as an environ-
mental and natural resources leader,
embodying the passion and success of
Rock Howard, Georgia’s first director
of the Environmental Protection Divi-
sion.

It is only natural that Representa-
tive Thomas received this award. He
was a champion of the outdoors and
conservation during his 10 years in
Congress. He cofounded the Congres-
sional Sportsmen’s Caucus in 1989 to
bring together Members of the House
and Senate in a bipartisan effort to
support America’s hunting and fishing
communities and Federal policy deci-
sions.

This bipartisan caucus has helped in-
fluence policy benefiting hunters and
anglers, and it has inspired the cre-
ation of parallel caucuses in 50 States
and 36 Governors’ offices.

Again, I thank my good friend, Rep-
resentative Thomas, for being a tire-
less supporter of sportsmen and our en-
vironment. I congratulate him on win-
ning this prestigious award.

————
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GHOST GUNS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about ghost guns. They
have been called the Ikea of firearms.
You can order them online, and in less
than an hour, have a firearm as deadly
as any sold by a gun dealer.

These fully functioning, untraceable
firearms can be bought without a back-
ground check, and they are wreaking
havoc on our communities.

That is why they have become the
weapon of choice for people who would
otherwise be banned from purchasing a
gun, including known violent offenders,
gun traffickers, and increasingly, teen-
agers, whose digital literacy enables
them to purchase ghost gun Kits freely
online.

Prior to 2019, Philadelphia police dis-
covered five or fewer handmade fire-
arms per year during criminal inves-
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tigations; but by 2022, 575 ghost guns
turned up in investigations, and that
number has only grown.

Last summer, the mass shooter who
killed five people in the Kingsessing
neighborhood had two ghost guns in his
possession when he was arrested.

Recently, Delaware County was
rocked when a 15-year-old killed an-
other 15-year-old using a ghost gun.

These guns are reaching into every
community, including the heartland,
and not just our big cities.

According to the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the
number of ghost guns seized by law en-
forcement has skyrocketed in the last
decade from less than 3,000 in 2017 to
nearly 26,000 in 2022 alone.

They have become a lucrative busi-
ness for gun traffickers.

In the last couple years, district at-
torneys in three suburban and rural
counties near Philadelphia have busted
gun traffickers assembling and selling
ghost guns for profit.

In one instance, the trafficker had
set up shop across the street from the
county courthouse.

This has to stop.

We hear all the time from lawmakers
who oppose gun safety laws that we
should focus on violent crime. Well,
that is exactly what H.R. 4992, the
Ghost Guns and Untraceable Firearms
Act of 2023, would do.

There is no reason why anyone would
want an untraceable gun that can be
purchased without a background
check, except to use it in a crime.

Chairman JORDAN likes to say that
bad guys aren’t stupid, they are just
bad. But this bill has been waiting for
consideration since it was referred to
the House Judiciary Committee nearly
a year ago.

In the absence of Federal action, cit-
ies like Philadelphia, Baltimore, and
L.A. have been forced to undertake cre-
ative legal strategies like suing ghost
gun manufacturers to block them from
selling these guns without background
checks.

However, that is far from enough to
stem the tide.

The White House also stepped up to
issue a regulation that would require
ghost guns to be traceable and subject
to background checks, but that regula-
tion has been challenged in the Su-
preme Court.

Get this: The argument is that the
White House cannot regulate guns be-
cause it is Congress’ job to regulate
guns.

It is time for Congress to stop arming
people who should not have access to
guns.

Members of Congress need to make a
choice. Will they stand with Americans
who want to live free from gun vio-
lence, or will they stay in the pocket of
ghost gun manufacturers? Americans—
our children—deserve to know where
their Representatives stand.

HONORING THE LEGACY OF MARIAN ANDERSON

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the legacy of
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Marian Anderson. The world knows the
story of Marian Anderson, the leg-
endary singer who, after being barred
from performing at the DAR’s Con-
stitution Hall here in D.C. because of
her race, instead sang at an open-air
concert at the Lincoln Memorial before
more than 75,000 people and a radio au-
dience in the millions.

What is not so well known is that she
was a proud daughter of Philadelphia.
Born in 1897, she lived there most of
her life, almost 100 years, and she is
buried in the Eden Cemetery just out-
side of Philadelphia in Delaware Coun-
ty.

Marian Anderson’s home in south
Philadelphia, which she purchased in
1924 and where she entertained famous
Black musicians including Louis Arm-
strong, Bessie Smith, Billie Holiday,
Duke Ellington and the like, is a mu-
seum celebrating her legacy as an out-
standing artist, a champion of modern
civil rights, and a true Philadelphian.

Between 1925 and 1965, Marian Ander-
son performed opera, spirituals, and
American classics in major venues
across the United States and Europe.

She sang at the White House in 1939,
and in 1955 she became the first Black
soloist to perform at the Metropolitan
Opera.

She served as a delegate to the U.N.
Human Rights Committee and a good-
will ambassador for the United States
Department of State.

But the acclaimed contralto’s talent
was never fully recognized in her na-
tive country because of the color of her
skin, until now.

On June 8, 2024, 85 years after she
sang on the steps of the Lincoln Memo-
rial, the Philadelphia Orchestra is re-
naming its principal performing venue
in the heart of Philadelphia as Marian
Anderson Hall. This will be the first
major concert venue in the world to
honor Marian Anderson, and it is fit-
ting that this honor will be bestowed in
her hometown by the renowned Phila-
delphia Orchestra, which has its own
history of cultural diplomacy as a
proud global ambassador for our Na-
tion.

————

HONORING DR. FRANCES PRATT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LAWLER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to honor an exemplary leader, Dr.
Frances Pratt, for her remarkable serv-
ice to Rockland County and New York
State as we celebrate her 90th—I mean,
29th—Dbirthday.

Known for her distinctive hats, advo-
cacy in our community, and a deep
faith, Dr. Pratt’s life has been marked
by a passionate commitment to civil
rights and an unwavering ability to
unite people from diverse backgrounds.

Growing up in South Carolina in the
segregated South, she traveled north-
ward with her husband, eventually set-
tling in Nyack in 1957.

After receiving her nursing degree
from Rockland Community College in
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1959, she served as a nurse and in the
medical field in Rockland for over 45
years.

Beyond her heroic service in medi-
cine, Dr. Pratt also served as president
of the Nyack branch of the NAACP for
over 40 years, growing the organization
into a major force for good within
Rockland and beyond.

Throughout her career, Dr. Pratt has
been a beacon of hope and a pillar of
strength, advocating tirelessly for jus-
tice and working to make her commu-
nity better each and every day.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Dr. Pratt for
her many years of service, her inspira-
tional leadership, and the indelible
mark she has left on Nyack, Rockland
County, New York State, and our Na-
tion. Her impact will resonate for gen-
erations to come. On a personal level, 1
adore her.

HONORING THE LIFE OF ALFRED ROBERT
MOSIELLO, JR.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise during National Police Week to
honor the life of Alfred Robert
Mosiello, Jr., known affectionately as
Ally, who tragically passed away on
May 2, 2024.

Born in the Bronx, Ally grew up in
Mahopac, New York, and was a stand-
out defensive lineman at Mahopac High
School. He carried his passion for foot-
ball to Hobart College where he earned
degrees in engineering and economics/
finance.

In 2013, Ally began a career with the
Village of Pelham Manor Police De-
partment and later joined the West-
chester County Police Department in
2021. His work ethic, integrity, and
commitment to the community set
him apart as a model police officer.

Beyond his professional life, Ally was
a loving husband to Angela and a de-
voted father to Jaxson and Isabella. He
found joy in the simplest pleasures:
riding ATVs, throwing pool parties,
and spending quality time with his
family.

Ally was also a man who stood ready
to help anyone in need, a testament to
his generous spirit and kind heart.

To his wife, Angela, his children, his
colleagues in law enforcement, and all
his loved ones, our deepest sympathies
go out to you.

May Ally rest in peace, knowing that
his life was well lived and his memory
will forever be cherished.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 38
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

H3013

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy God, we seek You first this day.
Graced with power and privilege, we
humble ourselves to be subjects of
Your kingdom and agents of Your
righteousness.

God, be in our heads and in our un-
derstanding, that our knowledge and
fear of You would be the beginning of
all wisdom.

God, be in our eyes and in our seeing.
Let the scales of human judgment and
narrow opinion fall away from us, that
we would see the world through Your
lens of mercy.

God, be in our mouths and in our
speaking, that the word You speak
would not return to You empty, but in
our speech shall what You desire be ac-
complished.

God, be in our heart and in our think-
ing, that we would meditate always on
what is true, honorable, just, pure, and
lovely.

God, be in us this day, and may You
be glorified through us.

In Your gracious name we pray.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATTA) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. LATTA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

CELEBRATING CHARTER SCHOOLS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, this week,
we celebrate and recognize the impact
of the 8,000 public charter schools
across the country.

Charter schools offer students and
their families a crucial alternative to
the one-size-fits-all education model.
About 4 million students benefit from
charter school education, 60 percent of
whom are from low-income commu-
nities.

In a clear testament to the effective-
ness of charter schools, a recent study
found that charter school students gain
an additional 16 days of learning and
reading and 6 days of math per year
over their traditional public school
peers.
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I thank all the advocates across the
country who are working tirelessly to
expand charter school access. Their
work is vital for the parents who desire
more options and for the students who
are now able to learn in an environ-
ment best suited to their individual
goals and needs.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Avery M.
Stringer, one of his secretaries.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
Foxx) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 14, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Under Clause 2(g) of
Rule II of the Rules of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, I herewith designate Ms. Lisa
P. Grant, Deputy Clerk, Ms. Sarah Meier,
Legal Counsel, and Ms. Cheryl H. Muller, Di-
rector of Personnel, to sign any and all pa-
pers and perform all other acts for me under
the name of the Clerk of the House for which
they would be authorized to do by virtue of
this designation, except such as are provided
by statute, in case of my temporary absence
or disability.

This designation shall remain in effect for
the 118th Congress or until modified by me.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION ADMINISTRA-
TION REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2024

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4510) to reauthorize the National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration, to update the mission
and functions of the agency, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4510

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration Reauthorization
Act of 2024 or the ‘“NTIA Reauthorization
Act of 2024”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.

TITLE I—REAUTHORIZATION

Sec. 101. Reauthorization of the National
Telecommunications and Infor-
mation Administration Organi-
zation Act.

102. NTIA Consolidated Reporting Act.

TITLE II—OFFICE OF SPECTRUM
MANAGEMENT

Office of Spectrum Management.

Improving spectrum management.

Spectrum management improve-
ments.

Institute for
Sciences.

Commerce Spectrum Management
Advisory Committee.

Voluntary criteria, standards, rat-
ings, and other measures for
certain radio receivers.

TITLE III—OFFICE OF INTERNET
CONNECTIVITY AND GROWTH
301. National Strategy to Close Digital
Divide.
TITLE IV—OFFICE OF POLICY
DEVELOPMENT AND CYBERSECURITY
Sec. 401. Office of Policy Development and

Sec.

201.
202.
208.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
204.

Sec. Telecommunication

Sec. 205.

Sec. 206.

Sec.

Cybersecurity.
Sec. 402. Economic competitiveness of infor-
mation and communication

technology supply chain.
403. Digital Economy and Cybersecurity
Board of Advisors.
404. Cybersecurity literacy.
405. Understanding cybersecurity of
mobile networks.
Sec. 406. Open RAN outreach.
TITLE V—OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY
COMMUNICATIONS
Sec. 501. Establishment of the Office of Pub-
lic Safety Communications.
TITLE VI—OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS
Sec. 601. Office of International Affairs.
Sec. 602. Establishment of interagency na-
tional security review process.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’
means the Federal Communications Com-
mission.

(2) NTIA.—The term ‘“NTIA” means the
National Telecommunications and Informa-
tion Administration.

(3) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Under
Secretary” means the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Communications and Informa-
tion.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

TITLE I—REAUTHORIZATION
SEC. 101. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE NATIONAL
TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND INFOR-
MATION ADMINISTRATION ORGANI-
ZATION ACT.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Section 151 of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act is amended by striking
€‘$17,600,000 for fiscal year 1992 and $17,900,000
for fiscal year 1993 and inserting ¢‘$57,000,000
for fiscal year 2024 and $57,000,000 for fiscal
year 2025,

(b) UNDER SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FOR
COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION.—

(1) UNDER SECRETARY; DEPUTY UNDER SEC-
RETARY.—
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(A) UNDER SECRETARY.—The National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration Organization Act (47 U.S.C. 901 et
seq) is amended by striking ‘‘Assistant Sec-
retary’’ each place it appears and inserting
“Under Secretary’’.

(B) DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY.—Section
103(a) of the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration Organiza-
tion Act (47 U.S.C. 902(a)), as amended by
this section, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘(3) DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY.—The Dep-
uty Under Secretary of Commerce for Com-
munications and Information shall—

““(A) be the principal policy advisor of the
Under Secretary;

‘(B) perform such other functions as the
Under Secretary shall from time to time as-
sign or delegate; and

‘(C) act as Under Secretary during the ab-
sence or disability of the Under Secretary or
in the event of a vacancy in the office of the
Under Secretary.”.

(2) CONTINUATION OF CIVIL ACTIONS.—This
subsection, and the amendments made by
this subsection, shall not abate any civil ac-
tion commenced by or against the Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Communications
and Information before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, except that the Under Sec-
retary shall be substituted as a party to the
action on and after such date.

(3) CONTINUATION IN OFFICE.—The indi-
vidual serving as the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Communications and Informa-
tion and the individual serving as the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary of Commerce for
Communications and Information on the day
before the date of the enactment of this Act
may serve as the Under Secretary and the
Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for
Communications and Information, respec-
tively, on and after that date without the
need for renomination or reappointment.

(4) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
regulation, document, paper, or other record
of the United States to the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and
Information shall, on and after the date of
the enactment of this Act, be deemed to be
a reference to the Under Secretary.

(5) EXECUTIVE SCHEDULE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
53 of title 5, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(i) in section 5314, by adding at the end the
following:

“Under Secretary of Commerce for Com-
munications and Information.”’; and

(ii) in section 5315, in the item relating to
the Assistant Secretaries of Commerce, by
striking ‘‘(11)” and inserting ‘(10)”".

(B) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subparagraph (A) (establishing the
annual rate of the basic pay of the Under
Secretary) shall take effect on the first day
of the first pay period beginning after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(¢) AUTHORITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—

(1) COORDINATION OF EXECUTIVE BRANCH
VIEWS ON MATTERS BEFORE THE FEDERAL COM-
MUNICATIONS COMMISSION.—Section 105(a)(1)
of the National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration Organization Act
(47 U.S.C. 904(a)(1)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘to ensure that the con-
duct’ and inserting the following: ‘‘to ensure
that—

‘“(A) the conduct’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), as so designated,
by striking the period at the end and insert-
ing ‘‘; and”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(B) the views of the executive branch on
matters presented to the Commission are,
consistent with section 103(b)(2)(J)—

‘‘(i) appropriately coordinated; and
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‘‘(ii) reflective of executive branch pol-
icy.”.

(2) MODERNIZATION OF AGENCY MISSION.—

(A) PoLicy.—Section 102(c) of the National
Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration Organization Act (47 U.S.C.
901(c)) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘(6) Fostering the digital economy of the
United States in order to ensure the com-
petitiveness, future economic growth, and
security of the United States.

‘(7T Working to ensure that global commu-
nications networks remain open and innova-
tive, including without inappropriate bar-
riers to entry or operation.

‘(8) With respect to the United States, in
coordination with the Commission, achiev-
ing the universal availability of and access
to telecommunications service and informa-
tion service (as those terms are defined in
section 3 of the Communications Act of 1934)
and any technology related to such service.”.

(B) ASSIGNED FUNCTIONS.—Section 103(b)(2)
of the National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration Organization Act
(47 U.S.C. 902(b)(2)) is amended—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by inserting ‘‘, some of which were’’ be-
fore ‘‘transferred to the Secretary’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (H)—

(I) by inserting ‘‘and information’ after
‘“‘telecommunications’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘and emergency readiness’’
and inserting ‘‘emergency readiness, the flow
of information, and with respect to the
United States, in coordination with the Com-
mission, the universal availability of and ac-
cess to telecommunications service and in-
formation service (as those terms are defined
in section 3 of the Communications Act of
1934) and any technology related to such
service’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (M), by inserting °°,
publish reports,” after ‘‘studies’; and

(iv) by inserting at the end the following:

(V) The authority to conduct studies,
publish reports, and make recommenda-
tions—

‘(i) on any Federal, State, local, or private
policy or practice relating to communica-
tions, information, or the digital economy of
the United States; and

‘‘(ii) that consider interoperability, pri-
vacy, security, spectrum use, emergency
readiness, the flow of information, and with
respect to the United States, in coordination
with the Commission, the universal avail-
ability of and access to telecommunications
service and information service (as those
terms are defined in section 3 of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934) and any technology re-
lated to such service.”.

(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in the
amendments made by paragraphs (1) and (2)
may be construed to expand or contract the
authority of the Commission.

(d) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(1) PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS FINANCING
ACT OF 1978.—Section 106(c) of the Public
Telecommunications Financing Act of 1978 (5
U.S.C. 5316 note; Public Law 95-567) is
amended by striking ‘“The position of Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary of Commerce for
Communications and Information, estab-
lished in Department of Commerce Organiza-
tion Order Numbered 10-10 (effective March
26, 1978),” and inserting ‘‘The position of
Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for
Communications and Information, estab-
lished under section 103(a) of the National
Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration Organization Act (47 U.S.C.
902(a)),”.

(2) COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 193¢.—Section
344(d)(2) of the Communications Act of 1934
(47 U.S.C. 344(d)(2)) is amended by striking
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‘““‘Assistant Secretary’ and inserting ‘‘Under
Secretary”’.

(3) HOMELAND SECURITY ACT OF 2002.—Sec-
tion 1805(d)(2) of the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 575(d)(2)) is amended by
striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary for Commu-
nications and Information of the Department
of Commerce” and inserting ‘“Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and
Information”.

(4) AGRICULTURE IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
2018.—Section 6212 of the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018 (7 U.S.C. 950bb-6) is
amended—

(A) in subsection (d)(1), in the heading, by
striking ‘“‘ASSISTANT SECRETARY’’ and insert-
ing “UNDER SECRETARY”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary’ each
place the term appears and inserting ‘‘Under
Secretary’’.

(5) TITLE 17, UNITED STATES CODE.—Section
1201(a)(1)(C) of title 17, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary
for Communications and Information of the
Department of Commerce” and inserting
‘“Under Secretary of Commerce for Commu-
nications and Information”.

(6) UNLOCKING CONSUMER CHOICE AND WIRE-
LESS COMPETITION ACT.—Section 2(b) of the
Unlocking Consumer Choice and Wireless
Competition Act (17 U.S.C. 1201 note; Public
Law 113-144) is amended by striking ‘‘Assist-
ant Secretary for Communications and Infor-
mation of the Department of Commerce’ and
inserting ‘‘Under Secretary of Commerce for
Communications and Information’.

(7) COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE ACT OF
1962.—Section 625(a)(1) of the Communica-
tions Satellite Act of 1962 (47 U.S.C.
763d(a)(1)) is amended, in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’ and inserting ‘‘Under Sec-
retary of Commerce’’.

(8) SPECTRUM PIPELINE ACT OF 2015.—The
Spectrum Pipeline Act of 2015 (47 U.S.C. 921
note; title X of Public Law 114-74) is amend-
ed—

(A) in section 1002(1), in the heading, by
striking ‘“‘ASSISTANT SECRETARY’’ and insert-
ing “UNDER SECRETARY’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary’ each
place the term appears and inserting ‘“‘Under
Secretary’’.

(9) WARNING, ALERT, AND RESPONSE NET-
WORK ACT.—Section 606 of the Warning,
Alert, and Response Network Act (47 U.S.C.
1205) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary’’ each
place the term appears and inserting ‘‘Under
Secretary’’; and

(B) in subsection (b), in the first sentence,
by striking ‘‘for7Communications’” and in-
serting ‘‘for Communications”.

(10) AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT
ACT OF 2009.—Section 6001 of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (47
U.S.C. 1305) is amended by striking ‘‘Assist-
ant Secretary’ each place the term appears
and inserting ‘‘Under Secretary’.

(11) MIDDLE CLASS TAX RELIEF AND JOB CRE-
ATION ACT OF 2012.—Title VI of the Middle
Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012
(47 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.) is amended—

(A) in section 6001 (47 U.S.C. 1401)—

(i) by striking paragraph (4);

(ii) by redesignating paragraphs (b)
through (32) as paragraphs (4) through (31),
respectively; and

(iii) by inserting after paragraph (31), as so
redesignated, the following:

‘(32) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘Under
Secretary’ means the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Communications and Informa-
tion.”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary’ each
place the term appears and inserting ‘‘Under
Secretary’’.
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(12) RAY BAUM’S ACT OF 2018.—The RAY
BAUM’S Act of 2018 (division P of Public
Law 115-141; 132 Stat. 348) is amended by
striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary’ each place
the term appears and inserting ‘“‘Under Sec-
retary’’.

(13) SECURE AND TRUSTED COMMUNICATIONS
NETWORKS ACT OF 2019.—Section 8 of the Se-
cure and Trusted Communications Networks
Act of 2019 (47 U.S.C. 1607) is amended—

(A) in subsection (c)(1), in the heading, by
striking ‘‘ASSISTANT SECRETARY’’ and insert-
ing ““UNDER SECRETARY’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary’ each
place the term appears and inserting ‘‘Under
Secretary’’.

(14) TITLE 51, UNITED STATES CODE.—Section
50112(3) of title 51, United States Code, is
amended, in the matter preceding subpara-
graph (A), by striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary’’
each place the term appears and inserting
“Under Secretary’’.

(15) CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2021.—The Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2021 (Public Law 116-260) is amended—

(A) in title IX of division N—

(i) in section 902(a)(2), in the heading, by
striking ‘‘ASSISTANT SECRETARY’’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘UNDER SECRETARY’’;

(ii) in section 905—

(I) in subsection (a)(1), in the heading, by
striking ‘‘ASSISTANT SECRETARY’’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘UNDER SECRETARY’’;

(IT) in subsection (¢)(3)(B), in the heading,
by striking ‘‘ASSISTANT SECRETARY’’ and in-
serting ‘‘UNDER SECRETARY’’; and

(IIT) in subsection (d)(2)(B), in the heading,
by striking ‘‘ASSISTANT SECRETARY’ and in-
serting ‘‘UNDER SECRETARY’’; and

(iii) by striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary’’
each place the term appears and inserting
“Under Secretary’’; and

(B) in title IX of division FF—

(i) in section 903(g)(2), in the heading, by
striking ‘“ASSISTANT SECRETARY’’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘UNDER SECRETARY’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary’’ each
place the term appears and inserting ‘‘Under
Secretary’’.

(16) INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS
ACT.—The Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act (Public Law 117-58) is amended—

(A) in section 27003, by striking ‘‘Assistant
Secretary’ each place the term appears and
inserting ‘“‘Under Secretary’’;

(B) in division F—

(i) in section 60102—

(I) in subsection (a)(2)(A), by striking ‘‘As-
SISTANT SECRETARY’’ and inserting ‘‘UNDER
SECRETARY’’;

(IT) in subsection (d)(1), by striking ‘“As-
SISTANT SECRETARY’’ and inserting ‘‘UNDER
SECRETARY”’; and

(IIT) in subsection (h)—

(aa) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘As-
SISTANT SECRETARY” and inserting ‘‘UNDER
SECRETARY’’; and

(bb) in paragraph (5)(B)(iii), by striking
“ASSISTANT SECRETARY”’ and inserting
‘‘UNDER SECRETARY"’;

(ii) in title IIT—

(I) in section 60302(5), by striking ‘‘ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY’’ and inserting ‘““UNDER SEC-
RETARY’’; and

(II) in section 60305(d)(2)(B)(ii), by striking
‘““ASSISTANT SECRETARY”’ and inserting
‘‘UNDER SECRETARY"’;

(iii) in section 60401(a)(2), by striking ‘‘As-
SISTANT SECRETARY’ and inserting ‘“UNDER
SECRETARY’’; and

(iv) by striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary’ each
place the term appears and inserting ‘‘Under
Secretary’’; and

(C) in division J, in title I, in the matter
under the heading ‘‘distance learning, tele-
medicine, and broadband program’’ under the
heading ‘“Rural Utilities Service’ under the
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heading “RURAL DEVELOPMENT PRO-
GRAMS”, by striking ‘‘Assistant Secretary’’
and inserting ‘“Under Secretary’.

SEC. 102. NTIA CONSOLIDATED REPORTING ACT.

(a) ELIMINATION OF CERTAIN OUTDATED OR
COMPLETED REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) BTOP QUARTERLY REPORT.—Section
6001(d) of the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009 (47 U.S.C. 1305(d)) is
amended—

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking the semi-
colon at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’;

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘; and”
and inserting a period; and

(C) by striking paragraph (4).

(2) CERTAIN REPORTS REQUIRED BY NATIONAL
TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION AD-
MINISTRATION ORGANIZATION ACT.—Sections
1564, 155, and 156 of the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration Organization Act are repealed.

(3) INITIAL REPORT REQUIRED BY SECTION
9202(2)(1)(G) OF THE NDAA FOR FISCAL YEAR
2021.—Section 9202(a)(1)(G) of the William M.
(Mac) Thornberry National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (47 U.S.C.
906(a)(1)(G)) is amended—

(A) in clause (ii), by redesignating sub-
clauses (I), (II), and (III) as clauses (i), (ii),
and (iii), respectively, and conforming the
margins of such clauses accordingly; and

(B) by striking ‘‘REPORTS TO CONGRESS”
and all that follows through ‘““For each fiscal
year’ and inserting ‘‘ANNUAL REPORT TO CON-
GRESS.—For each fiscal year’’.

(4) REPORT TO PRESIDENT.—Section 105(a) of
the National Telecommunications and Infor-
mation Administration Organization Act (47
U.S.C. 904(a)) is amended—

(A) by striking paragraph (2); and

(B) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (2).

(5) EFFECT ON AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this
subsection or the amendments made by this
subsection may be construed to expand or
contract the authority of the Secretary, the
Under Secretary, the NTIA, or the Commis-
sion.

(6) OTHER REPORTS.—Nothing in this sub-
section or the amendments made by this sub-
section may be construed to prohibit or oth-
erwise prevent the Secretary, the Under Sec-
retary, the NTIA, or the Commission from
producing any additional reports otherwise
within the authority of the Secretary, the
Under Secretary, the NTIA, or the Commis-
sion, respectively.

(b) CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the first quarter of
each calendar year, the Under Secretary
shall publish on the website of the NTIA and
submit to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate a report
that contains the reports described in para-
graph (2) for the fiscal year ending most re-
cently before the beginning of such quarter.

(2) REPORTS DESCRIBED.—The reports de-
scribed in this paragraph are the following:

(A) The report required by section
903(c)(2)(C) of division FF of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2021 47 U.S.C.
1307(c)(2)(C)).

(B) If amounts in the Public Wireless Sup-
ply Chain Innovation Fund established by
section 9202(a)(1)(A)(i) of the William M.
(Mac) Thornberry National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (47 U.S.C.
906(a)(1)(A)({1)) were available for the fiscal
year described in paragraph (1) of this sub-

section, the report required by section
9202(a)(1)(G) of such Act (47 TU.S.C.
906(a)(1)(G)).

(C) If the Under Secretary awarded grants
under section 60304(d)(1) of the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (47 U.S.C. 1723(d)(1))
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in the fiscal year described in paragraph (1)
of this subsection, the report required by
section 60306(a)(1)(A) of such Act (47 U.S.C.
1725(a)(1)(A)).

(D) A summary of the reports for the fiscal
year described in paragraph (1) that are re-
quired to be submitted to the Under Sec-
retary by executive agencies under section
107(b)(5) of the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration Organiza-
tion Act, as added by this Act.

(3) TIMING OF UNDERLYING REPORTING RE-

QUIREMENTS.—
(A) REPORT OF OFFICE OF INTERNET
CONNECTIVITY AND GROWTH.—Section

903(c)(2)(C) of division FF of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2021 4 U.S.C.
1307(c)(2)(C)) is amended—

(i) in the matter preceding clause (i)—

(I) by striking ‘“Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
every year thereafter,” and inserting “‘In the
first quarter of each calendar year,”’; and

(IT) by inserting ¢, for the fiscal year end-
ing most recently before the beginning of
such quarter,” after ‘‘a report’’; and

(ii) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘for the pre-
vious year’’.

(B) REPORT ON DIGITAL EQUITY GRANT PRO-
GRAMS.—Section 60306(a)(1) of the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act (47 U.S.C.
1725(a)(1)) is amended—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘“Not later than 1 year’ and
all that follows through ‘‘shall—’’ and insert-
ing the following: ‘“For the first fiscal year
in which the Under Secretary awards grants
under section 60304(d)(1), and each fiscal year
thereafter in which the Under Secretary
awards grants under such section, the Under
Secretary shall—’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by inserting ‘‘in the first quarter of the
first calendar year that begins after the end
of such fiscal year,” before ‘‘submit’’; and

(IT) by striking ¢, for the year covered by
the report”.

(4) SATISFACTION OF UNDERLYING REPORTING
REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the publication and sub-
mission of a report as required by paragraph
(1) in the first quarter of a calendar year
shall be treated as satisfying any require-
ment to publish or otherwise make publicly
available or to submit to Congress or to a
committee of Congress a report described in
paragraph (2) for the fiscal year ending most
recently before the beginning of such quar-
ter.

(B) CERTAIN SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS.—AY
the time when the Under Secretary submits
a report required by paragraph (1) to the
committees described in such paragraph, the
Under Secretary shall submit any portion of
such report that relates to a report described
in paragraph (2)(C) to each committee of
Congress not described in paragraph (1) to
which such report would (without regard to
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph) be re-
quired to be submitted.

(5) APPLICABILITY.—Paragraph (1), and the
amendments made by paragraph (3), shall
apply beginning on January 1 of the first cal-
endar year that begins after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(c) EXTENSION OF CERTAIN AUDIT AND RE-
PORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Section 902(c)(4)(A)
of division N of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2021 (47 U.S.C. 1306(c)(9)(A)) is
amended by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2021 and
2022 and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2021, 2022,
2023, and 2024”.

(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘“‘Secretary’” means the Secretary of Com-
merce.
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TITLE II—OFFICE OF SPECTRUM
MANAGEMENT
SEC. 201. OFFICE OF SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT.

Part A of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act (47 U.S.C. 901 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“SEC. 106. OFFICE OF SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the NTIA an Office of Spectrum Man-
agement (in this section referred to as the
‘Office’).

““(b) HEAD OF OFFICE.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—The head of the Office
shall be an Associate Administrator for
Spectrum Management (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘Associate Administrator’).

‘“(2) REQUIREMENT TO REPORT.—The Asso-
ciate Administrator shall report to the
Under Secretary (or a designee of the Under
Secretary).

‘‘(c) DUTIES.—The Associate Administrator
shall, at the direction of the Under Sec-
retary—

‘(1) carry out responsibilities under sec-
tion 103(b)(2)(A) (relating to frequency as-
signments for radio stations belonging to
and operated by the United States), make
frequency allocations for frequencies that
will be used by such stations, and develop
and maintain techniques, databases, meas-
urements, files, and procedures necessary for
such allocations;

‘(2) carry out responsibilities under sec-
tion 103(b)(2)(K) (relating to establishing
policies concerning spectrum assignments
and use by radio stations belonging to and
operated by the United States) and provide
Federal agencies with guidance to ensure
that the conduct of telecommunications ac-
tivities by such agencies is consistent with
such policies;

‘“(83) represent the interests of Federal
agencies in the process through which the
Commission and the NTIA jointly determine
the National Table of Frequency Allocations,
and coordinate with the Commission in the
development of a comprehensive long-range
plan for improved management of all elec-
tromagnetic spectrum resources;

‘‘(4) appoint the chairpersons of and pro-
vide secretariat functions for the Inter-
departmental Radio Advisory Committee
and the ISAC (as defined in section 107(d));

‘() carry out responsibilities under sec-
tion 103(b)(2)(B) (relating to authorizing a
foreign government to construct and operate
a radio station at the seat of Government of
the United States) and assign frequencies for
use by such stations;

‘(6) provide advice and assistance to the
Under Secretary and coordinate with the As-
sociate Administrator for International Af-
fairs in carrying out spectrum management
aspects of the international policy respon-
sibilities of the NTIA, including spectrum-
related responsibilities under section
103(b)(2)(G);

“(7) advise and assist the Under Secretary
on spectrum-related technical and policy
issues regarding—

‘‘(A) the security of telecommunications in
the United States; and

‘(B) systems and means to ensure such se-
curity;

‘(8) in coordination with the Associate Ad-
ministrator for Policy Development and Cy-
bersecurity, carry out spectrum-related re-
sponsibilities under section 103(b)(2)(H) (re-
lating to coordination of the telecommuni-
cations activities of the executive branch
and assistance in the formulation of policies
and standards for such activities);

‘“(9) carry out spectrum-related respon-
sibilities under section 103(b)(2)(Q) (relating
to certain activities with respect to tele-
communications resources);
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‘(10) carry out responsibilities under sec-
tion 107 (relating to improving spectrum
management); and

“(11) carry out any other duties of the
NTIA with respect to spectrum policy that
the Under Secretary may designate.”.

SEC. 202. IMPROVING SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT.
Part A of the National Telecommuni-

cations and Information Administration Or-

ganization Act (47 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), as
amended by the preceding provisions of this

Act, is further amended by adding at the end

the following:

“SEC. 107. IMPROVING SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT.
‘‘(a) FEDERAL COORDINATION PROCEDURES.—
‘(1) NoOTICE.—With respect to each spec-

trum action, not later than the end of the pe-
riod for submitting comments to the Com-
mission in the proceeding relating to the
spectrum action, the Under Secretary shall
file in the public record with respect to the
proceeding information (redacted as nec-
essary if the information is protected from
disclosure for a reason described in para-
graph (3)) regarding—

‘“(A) when the Commission provided notice
to the Under Secretary regarding the spec-
trum action, as required under the Memo-
randum;

‘(B) the Federal entities that may be im-
pacted by the spectrum action;

‘(C) when the Under Secretary provided
notice to the Federal entities described in
subparagraph (B) regarding the spectrum ac-
tion;

‘(D) a summary of any general technical
or procedural concerns raised by Federal en-
tities to the Under Secretary regarding the
spectrum action; and

“(E) any policy concerns of the Under Sec-
retary regarding the spectrum action.

‘(2) FINAL RULE.—If the Commission pro-
mulgates a final rule under section 553 of
title 5, United States Code, involving a spec-
trum action, the Commission shall prepare,
make available to the public, and publish in
the Federal Register along with the final
rule an interagency coordination summary
that describes—

‘“(A) when the Commission provided notice
to the Under Secretary regarding the spec-
trum action, as required under the Memo-
randum;

‘(B) whether the Under Secretary raised
technical, procedural, or policy concerns re-
garding the spectrum action; and

‘(C) how any concerns described in sub-
paragraph (B) were resolved.

‘(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection may be construed to require
the disclosure of classified information, or
other information reflecting technical, pro-
cedural, or policy concerns that is exempt
from disclosure under section 552 of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
‘Freedom of Information Act’).

‘“(4) FCC CONSIDERATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may
not consider any technical, procedural, or
policy concerns of a Federal entity regarding
a spectrum action unless such concerns are
filed by the Under Secretary on behalf of the
Federal entity in the public record, or in a
classified non-public filing made in accord-
ance with subparagraph (B), with respect to
the proceeding of the Commission relating to
the spectrum action.

‘“(B) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—Any classi-
fied information that is filed by the Under
Secretary on behalf of a Federal entity with
respect to the proceeding of the Commission
relating to a spectrum action shall be filed
in accordance with Commission procedures
and using appropriate protective measures to
prevent unauthorized disclosure.

‘“(b) FEDERAL SPECTRUM COORDINATION RE-
SPONSIBILITIES.—
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Under Secretary shall establish a
charter for the ISAC.

¢“(2) ISAC REPRESENTATIVE.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The head of each Fed-
eral entity that is reflected in the member-
ship of the ISAC, as identified in the charter
established under paragraph (1), shall ap-
point a senior-level employee (or an indi-
vidual occupying a Senior Executive Service
position, as defined in section 3132(a) of title
5, United States Code) who is eligible to re-
ceive a security clearance that allows for ac-
cess to sensitive compartmented information
to serve as the representative of the Federal
entity to the ISAC.

¢‘(B) SECURITY CLEARANCE REQUIREMENT.—If
an individual appointed under subparagraph
(A) is not eligible to receive a security clear-
ance described in that subparagraph—

‘(i) the appointment shall be invalid; and

‘“(ii) the head of the Federal entity making
the appointment shall appoint another indi-
vidual who satisfies the requirements of that
subparagraph, including the requirement
that the individual is eligible to receive such
a security clearance.

“3) DuTIES.—An individual
under paragraph (2) shall—

‘“(A) oversee the spectrum coordination
policies and procedures of the applicable
Federal entity;

‘“(B) be responsible for timely notification
to the ISAC and to the Under Secretary of
technical or procedural concerns of the ap-
plicable Federal entity regarding a spectrum
action; and

“(C) work closely with the representative
of the applicable Federal entity to the Inter-
departmental Radio Advisory Committee.

¢‘(4) PUBLIC CONTACT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The head of each Fed-
eral entity described in paragraph (2) shall
list, on the website of the Federal entity, the
name and contact information of the rep-
resentative of the Federal entity to the
ISAC, as appointed under such paragraph.

“(B) NTIA RESPONSIBILITY.—The Under
Secretary shall publish on the public website
of the NTIA a complete list of the represent-
atives to the ISAC appointed under para-
graph (2).

‘“(5) ANNUAL REPORT.—In the last quarter
of each calendar year, each executive agency
that is authorized and directed to cooperate
with the NTIA under section 105(c)(2) shall
submit to the Under Secretary a report, for
the fiscal year ending most recently before
the beginning of such quarter, describing the
steps taken in such fiscal year by the execu-
tive agency to comply with such section.

““(c) COORDINATION BETWEEN COMMISSION
AND NTTIA.—

‘(1) UPDATES.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of the enactment of this section,
and every 4 years thereafter or more fre-
quently as appropriate, the Commission and
the NTIA shall update the Memorandum.

‘“(2) NATURE OF UPDATE.—The updates re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall reflect such
changing technological, procedural, and pol-
icy circumstances as the Commission and
the NTIA determine necessary and appro-
priate.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ISAC.—The term °‘ISAC’ means the
interagency advisory body that, as of the
date of the enactment of this section, is
known as the Interagency Spectrum Advi-
sory Council.

‘(20 MEMORANDUM.—The term ‘Memo-
randum’ means the Memorandum of Under-
standing between the Commission and the
NTIA (relating to increased coordination be-
tween Federal spectrum management agen-
cies to promote the efficient use of the radio
spectrum in the public interest), signed on
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August 1, or any successor memo-
randum.

‘“(3) SPECTRUM ACTION.—The term ‘spec-
trum action’ means a proposed action by the
Commission to reallocate radio frequency
spectrum that is anticipated to result in a
system of competitive bidding conducted
under section 309(j) of the Communications
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)) or that could po-
tentially cause interference to the spectrum
operations of a Federal entity.”.

SEC. 203. SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT IMPROVE-
MENTS.

(a) PROTOTYPING.—Consistent with sub-
paragraphs (F), (L), (P), and (U) of section
103(b)(2) of the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration Organiza-
tion Act (47 U.S.C. 902(b)(2)), the Under Sec-
retary, in coordination with the Commission
and in consultation with other relevant Fed-
eral agencies, shall develop, establish, proto-
type, and support the implementation of
common models, common methodologies,
and common inputs to inform, with respect
to frequencies assigned on a primary or co-
primary basis to 1 or more Federal entities,
electromagnetic spectrum management deci-
sions relating to—

(1) technologies and techniques to control
radio frequency emissions and interference;

(2) advanced antenna arrays, and artificial
intelligence systems and technologies capa-
ble of operating advanced antenna arrays, in-
cluding multiple-input, multiple-output an-
tennas, beam forming and steering tech-
nology, antenna nulling technology, and con-
formal arrays;

(3) network sensing and monitoring tech-
nologies;

(4) advanced receivers that incorporate
new technologies supporting new waveforms
and multiple bands;

(5) dynamic spectrum access technologies
across wireless systems and frequencies, in-
cluding local-to-the-radio and cognitive
multidomain access;

(6) novel spectrum access technologies;

(7) artificial intelligence systems to enable
dynamic spectrum access, Internet of Things
networks, and other advanced communica-
tions technologies; and

(8) optical and quantum communications
technologies.

(b) SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT AND ADVANCED
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGIES.—Section 104
of the National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration Organization Act
(47 U.S.C. 903) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

¢“(f) IDENTIFICATION AND FACILITATION OF
IMPLEMENTATION OF SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT
TECHNOLOGIES.—The Under Secretary shall
identify and facilitate implementation of
technologies that promote, with respect to
frequencies assigned on a primary or co-pri-
mary basis to 1 or more Federal entities—

‘(1) dynamic spectrum access;

‘(2) network sensing and monitoring; and

“(3) optical and quantum communications.

‘(g) PROTOTYPING OF ADVANCED COMMU-
NICATIONS TECHNOLOGIES.—The Under Sec-
retary shall, with respect to frequencies as-
signed on a primary or co-primary basis to 1
or more Federal entities—

‘(1) encourage the development of, and
broad participation in, a skilled workforce to
conduct prototyping of advanced commu-
nications technologies; and

‘“(2) support partnerships among institu-
tions to develop a skilled workforce to con-
duct prototyping of advanced communica-
tions technologies.”.

SEC. 204. INSTITUTE FOR TELECOMMUNICATION
SCIENCES.

Part A of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act (47 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), as

2022,
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amended by the preceding provisions of this

Act, is further amended by adding at the end

the following:

“SEC. 108. INSTITUTE FOR TELECOMMUNICATION
SCIENCES.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the authority pro-
vided to the Under Secretary under section
103, the Under Secretary shall operate a test
center to be known as the Institute for Tele-
communication Sciences (in this section re-
ferred to as ‘ITS’).

*“(2) FUNCTIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—In addition to any func-
tions delegated by the Under Secretary
under subparagraph (B), ITS shall serve as
the primary laboratory for the executive
branch of the Federal Government to—

‘(i) study radio frequency emissions, in-
cluding technologies and techniques to con-
trol such emissions and interference caused
by such emissions;

‘‘(ii) determine spectrum propagation char-
acteristics;

‘“(iii) conduct tests on technology that en-
hances the sharing of electromagnetic spec-
trum between Federal and non-Federal users;

‘(iv) improve the interference tolerance of
Federal systems operating with, or using,
Federal spectrum;

‘“(v) promote activities relating to access
to Federal spectrum by non-Federal users
and the sharing of Federal spectrum between
Federal and non-Federal users; and

‘(vi) conduct such other activities as de-
termined necessary by the Under Secretary.

‘(B) ADDITIONAL FUNCTIONS.—The Under
Secretary may delegate to ITS any of the
functions assigned to the Under Secretary
under section 103(b)(1).

‘(3) AGREEMENTS AND TRANSACTIONS.—In
carrying out the functions described in para-
graph (2), the Under Secretary, acting
through the head of ITS, may enter into
agreements as provided under the following
authorities:

‘“(A) Sections 11 and 12 of the Stevenson-
Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980.

‘“(B) Section 15635 of title 31, United States
Code.

¢(C) Sections 207 and 209 of title 35, United
States Code.

(D) Section 103(b)(2) of this Act.

‘“(BE) Section 113(g) of this Act.

“(F') The first undesignated section of Pub-
lic Law 91-412.

“(G) Authority provided under any other
Federal statute.

‘“(4) FEDERAL SPECTRUM DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘Federal spectrum’
means frequencies assigned on a primary
basis to a Federal entity (as defined in sec-
tion 113(1)).

“(b) EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION AND
TRACKING TECHNOLOGIES INITIATIVE.—
‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The TUnder Sec-

retary, acting through the head of ITS, shall
establish an initiative to support the devel-
opment of emergency communication and
tracking technologies for use in locating
trapped individuals in confined spaces, such
as underground mines, and other shielded en-
vironments, such as high-rise buildings or
collapsed structures, where conventional
radio communication is limited.

‘(2) AcTIVITIES.—In order to carry out this
subsection, the Under Secretary, acting
through the head of ITS, shall work with pri-
vate sector entities and the heads of appro-
priate Federal agencies, to—

‘“(A) perform a needs assessment to iden-
tify and evaluate the measurement, tech-
nical specifications, and conformity assess-
ment needs required to improve the oper-
ation and reliability of such emergency com-
munication and tracking technologies; and

‘(B) support the development of technical
specifications and conformance architecture
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to improve the operation and reliability of
such emergency communication and track-
ing technologies.

“(3) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Under Secretary shall submit to
Congress, and make publicly available, a re-
port on the assessment performed under
paragraph (2)(A).”.

SEC. 205. COMMERCE SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT
ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

Part A of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act (47 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), as
amended by the preceding provisions of this
Act, is further amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 109. COMMERCE SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT
ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

‘“‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion, the Under Secretary shall establish
within the NTIA a Commerce Spectrum
Management Advisory Committee (referred
to in this section as the ‘CSMAC’).

“(2) EXISTING ADVISORY COMMITTEES.—A
Federal advisory committee of the NTIA
that is operating, on the date of the enact-
ment of this section, under a charter for the
purpose of carrying out duties substantially
similar to the duties described in subsection
(b), satisfies the requirements of paragraph
(1) if the membership of such committee
complies with subsection (c) or is modified
to comply with such subsection not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this section.

‘“(b) DUTIES.—The CSMAC shall advise and
make recommendations to the Under Sec-
retary with respect to—

‘(1) developing and maintaining spectrum
management policies that enable the United
States to maintain or strengthen its global
leadership role in the introduction of innova-
tive communications technologies and serv-
ices, including those that enable critical
missions of the Federal Government;

‘“(2) objectives that advance spectrum-
based innovation, including facilitating ac-
cess to—

‘“(A) wireless broadband internet access
service;

‘“(B) space-based services;

‘“(C) non-communications services, includ-
ing radiolocation services and sensing serv-
ices; and

‘(D) other emerging technologies;

““(3) fostering increased spectrum sharing
among all users;

‘“(4) promoting innovation and rapid ad-
vances in technology that support the more
efficient use of spectrum;

‘“(5) authorizing radio systems and fre-
quencies in a way that maximizes the bene-
fits to the public;

‘“(6) establishing a long-range spectrum
planning process and identifying inter-
national opportunities to advance the eco-
nomic interests of the United States through
spectrum management;

(7T how best to leverage radio frequency-
related research, development, and testing
and evaluation efforts;

““(8) ways to foster more efficient and inno-
vative uses of electromagnetic spectrum re-
sources across the Federal Government, sub-
ject to and consistent with the needs and
missions of Federal agencies;

‘“(9) issues associated with spectrum shar-
ing, including harmful interference and asso-
ciated enforcement challenges; and

““(10) developing balanced policies that pro-
mote licensed, unlicensed, and other forms of
access to spectrum.

“(c) MEMBERS.—

(1) COMPOSITION OF COMMITTEE.—To the
extent practicable, the CSMAC shall be com-
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posed of not less than 10 but not more than
30 members appointed by the Under Sec-
retary with the goal of providing a balanced
representation of—

“‘(A) non-Federal spectrum users;

‘(B) State government and local govern-
ment;

‘(C) technology developers and manufac-
turers;

‘(D) academia;

‘“(E) civil society;

“(F) providers of mobile broadband inter-
net access service and providers of fixed
broadband internet access service, includ-
ing—

‘(i) providers with customers in both do-
mestic and international markets;

‘“(ii) small providers; and

¢“(iii) rural providers;

‘(G) providers of communications services
using satellite communications networks;

‘“(H) Federal agency spectrum users; and

“(I) Tribal organizations.

*(2) APPOINTMENTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The TUnder Secretary
shall appoint members to the CSMAC for up
to a two-year term, except that members
may be reappointed for additional terms by
the Under Secretary.

‘(B) REMOVAL.—Each member appointed
under subparagraph (A) shall serve on the
CSMAC at the pleasure and discretion of the
Under Secretary.

‘“(3) CHAIR.—

‘““(A) APPOINTMENT.—The Under Secretary
shall appoint one or more members from
among those appointed to the CSMAC to
serve as Chair or Co-Chairs of the CSMAC.

‘“(B) SERVICE.—The Chair, or Co-Chairs, as
the case may be, shall serve at the pleasure
and discretion of the Under Secretary.

‘“(4) VACANCY.—A vacancy on the CSMAC
shall be filled in the manner in which the
original appointment was made and the
member so appointed shall serve for the re-
mainder of the term.

‘“(6) COMPENSATION.—The members of the
CSMAC shall serve without compensation.

¢“(d) SUBCOMMITTEES.—

‘(1) AUTHORITY.—Subject to the approval
of the Under Secretary, as the Under Sec-
retary determines necessary for the perform-
ance by the CSMAC of the duties described
under subsection (b), the CSMAC may estab-
lish subcommittees, working groups, stand-
ing committees, ad hoc groups, task groups,
or other subgroups of the CSMAC.

¢“(2) LIMITATIONS AND ADDITIONAL PARTICI-
PATION.—Any subcommittee, working group,
standing committee, ad hoc group, task
group, or other subgroup established under
paragraph (1)—

““(A) shall report to the CSMAC;

“(B) may not provide any advice, rec-
ommendation, or other work product di-
rectly to the Under Secretary; and

““(C) may seek participation by any person
who is not a member of the CSMAC to in-
form the activity of such subcommittee,
working group, standing committee, ad hoc
group, task group, or other subgroup.

‘‘(e) DURATION.—Section 1013(a)(2)(B) of
title 5, United States Code (relating to the
termination of advisory committees) shall
not apply to the CSMAC.”.

SEC. 206. VOLUNTARY CRITERIA, STANDARDS,
RATINGS, AND OTHER MEASURES
FOR CERTAIN RADIO RECEIVERS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKING GROUP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary shall convene a working
group to assist the Under Secretary in devel-
oping, and periodically updating, voluntary
criteria, standards, ratings, and other meas-
ures with respect to radio receivers oper-
ating in spectrum bands allocated for exclu-
sive Federal use.
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(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the voluntary
criteria, standards, ratings, and other meas-
ures developed, and periodically updated, by
the Under Secretary under this section, with
the assistance of the working group, shall be
to provide guidance on the design, manufac-
ture, and sale of radio receivers designed (in
whole or in part) to operate in spectrum
bands allocated for exclusive Federal use—

(A) with respect to the incorporation of ap-
propriate measures to mitigate, or enhance
resiliency to, potential harmful interference;
and

(B) with the goal of ensuring that the rea-
sonable current and future use of cochannel
and non-cochannel spectrum, including use
by non-Federal systems of spectrum des-
ignated by the Commission for commercial
operations, will not result in the operation
of such receivers being seriously degraded or
obstructed, including such operation being
repeatedly interrupted.

(3) CHAIR; MEMBERS; PARTICIPATION BY FED-
ERAL ENTITIES.—

(A) CHAIR AND MEMBERS.—The Chair of the
working group shall be the Under Secretary
and the working group shall include rep-
resentatives from the following:

(i) The Commission.

(ii) The communications industry.

(iii) Academia.

(iv) Entities that manufacture radio re-
ceivers.

(v) Entities that establish technical speci-
fications for radio receivers.

(B) PARTICIPATION BY FEDERAL ENTITIES.—
The Under Secretary shall invite a rep-
resentative from each Federal entity to par-
ticipate in the working group.

(4) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT EX-
EMPTION.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United States
Code, shall not apply to the working group.

(b) PUBLICATION OF VOLUNTARY CRITERIA,
STANDARDS, RATINGS, AND OTHER MEAS-
URES.—Not later than 18 months after the
date on which the working group is con-
vened, the Under Secretary shall publish,
consistent with the protection of classified
information and intelligence sources and
methods, the voluntary criteria, standards,
ratings, and other measures developed pursu-
ant to subsection (a) on a publicly accessible
page on the website of the NTIA and in the
Federal Register.

(¢) PERIODIC REVIEW AND UPDATE.—Not less
frequently than every 4 years, the Under
Secretary shall review and update, if appro-
priate, the voluntary criteria, standards, rat-
ings, and other measures published under
subsection (b). Any such update shall be pub-
lished as described in subsection (b) not later
than 14 days after the date on which the up-
date is completed.

(d) CONSIDERATION.—In developing, and pe-
riodically updating, voluntary -criteria,
standards, ratings, and other measures under
this section, the Under Secretary shall take
into consideration the unique technical and
operational characteristics of different Fed-
eral systems.

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to provide au-
thority for the establishment of any—

(1) mandatory criteria, standards, ratings,
or other measures; or

(2) voluntary criteria, standards, ratings,
or other measures with technical parameters
not determined by the Under Secretary.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) FEDERAL ENTITY.—The term ‘‘Federal
entity’” has the meaning given such term in
section 113(1) of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act (47 U.S.C. 923(1)).

(2) FEDERAL SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘Federal
system’” means a system of radio stations
belonging to and operated by the Federal
Government that receives radio frequency
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signals on spectrum that is allocated exclu-
sively for Federal use or allocated for shared
Federal and non-Federal use.

(3) WORKING GROUP.—The term ‘‘working
group’” means the working group convened
under subsection (a)(1).

TITLE III—OFFICE OF INTERNET
CONNECTIVITY AND GROWTH
SEC. 301. NATIONAL STRATEGY TO CLOSE DIG-
ITAL DIVIDE.

(a) NATIONAL STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary, in consultation with
the heads of the covered agencies, shall de-
velop and submit to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress a National Strategy to Close
the Digital Divide to—

(A) support better management of Federal
broadband programs to deliver on the goal of
providing high-speed, affordable broadband
internet access service to all individuals in
the United States;

(B) synchronize interagency coordination
among covered agencies for Federal
broadband programs;

(C) synchronize interagency coordination
regarding the process for approving the
grant of an easement, right of way, or lease
to, in, over, or on a building or any other
property owned by the Federal Government
for the right to install, construct, modify, or
maintain infrastructure with respect to
broadband internet access service; and

(D) reduce barriers, lower costs, and ease
administrative burdens for State, local, and
Tribal governments to participate in Federal
broadband programs.

(2) REQUIRED CONTENTS.—The
shall—

(A) list all—

(i) Federal broadband programs; and

(ii) programs known to the NTIA that exist
at the State and local levels that are di-
rectly or indirectly intended to increase the
deployment of, access to, the affordability
of, or the adoption of broadband internet ac-
cess service;

(B) describe current, as of the date on
which the Strategy is submitted, Federal ef-
forts to coordinate Federal broadband pro-
grams;

(C) identify gaps, limitations, and require-
ments, including with respect to laws and
data, that hinder, or may hinder, coordina-
tion across Federal broadband programs;

(D) establish clear roles and responsibil-
ities for the heads of the covered agencies, as
well as clear goals, objectives, and perform-
ance measures, for—

(i) the management
broadband programs; and

(ii) interagency coordination efforts with
respect to Federal broadband programs;

(E) address the sources and types of re-
sources and investments needed by covered
agencies to carry out the Strategy, and
where those resources and investments
should be targeted based on balancing risk
reductions with costs;

(F) address factors that increase the costs
and administrative burdens for State, local,
and Tribal governments with respect to par-
ticipation in Federal broadband programs;

(G) recommend incentives, legislative solu-
tions, and administrative actions to help
State, local, and Tribal governments more
efficiently—

(i) distribute, and effectively administer,
funding received from Federal broadband
programs; and

(ii) resolve conflicts with respect to the
funding described in clause (i);

(H) recommend incentives, legislative solu-
tions, and administrative actions to—

(i) improve the coordination and manage-
ment of Federal broadband programs; and
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(ii) eliminate duplication with respect to
Federal broadband programs;

(I) describe current, as of the date on
which the Strategy is submitted, efforts by
covered agencies to streamline the process
for granting access to an easement, right of
way, or lease to, in, over, or on a building or
any other property owned by the Federal
Government for the right to install, con-
struct, modify, or maintain infrastructure
with respect to broadband internet access
service;

(J) identify gaps and limitations with re-
spect to allowing regional, interstate, or
cross-border economic development organi-
zations to participate in Federal broadband
programs; and

(K) address specific issues relating to clos-
ing the digital divide on Tribal lands.

(3) PUBLIC CONSULTATION.—In developing
the Strategy, the Under Secretary shall con-
sult with—

(A) groups that represent consumers or the
interests of the public, including economi-
cally or socially disadvantaged individuals;

(B) subject matter experts;

(C) providers of broadband internet access
service;

(D) Tribal entities; and

(E) State and local agencies and entities.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 240 days
after the date on which the Under Secretary
submits the Strategy to the appropriate
committees of Congress under subsection
(a)(1), the Under Secretary, in consultation
with the heads of the covered agencies, shall
develop and submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress an implementation plan
for the Strategy.

(2) REQUIRED CONTENTS.—The Implementa-
tion Plan shall, at a minimum—

(A) provide a plan for implementing the
roles, responsibilities, goals, objectives, and
performance measures for the management
of Federal broadband programs and inter-
agency coordination efforts identified in the
Strategy;

(B) provide a plan for coordinating with
covered agencies on the roles, responsibil-
ities, goals, objectives, and performance
measures identified in the Strategy;

(C) describe the roles and responsibilities
of the covered agencies, and the interagency
mechanisms, to coordinate the implementa-
tion of the Strategy;

(D) provide a plan for regular meetings
among the heads of the covered agencies to
coordinate the implementation of the Strat-
egy and improve coordination among Fed-
eral broadband programs and for permitting
processes for infrastructure with respect to
broadband internet access service;

(E) provide a plan for regular engagement
with interested members of the public to
evaluate Federal broadband programs, per-
mitting processes for infrastructure with re-
spect to broadband internet access service,
and progress in implementing the Strategy;

(F') with respect to the awarding of Federal
funds or subsidies to support the deployment
of broadband internet access service, provide
a plan for the adoption of—

(i) common data sets to use when making
awards, including a requirement that cov-
ered agencies use the maps created under
title VIII of the Communications Act of 1934
(47 U.S.C. 641 et seq.); and

(ii) applications regarding those awards, as
described in section 903(e) of the ACCESS
BROADBAND Act (47 U.S.C. 1307(e));

(G) provide a plan to monitor and reduce
waste, fraud, and abuse in Federal broadband
programs, including wasteful spending re-
sulting from fragmented, overlapping, and
unnecessarily duplicative programs;

(H) require consistent obligation and ex-
penditure reporting by covered agencies for
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Federal broadband programs, which shall be
consistent with section 903(c)(2) of the AC-
CESS BROADBAND Act (47 U.S.C. 1307(c)(2));

(I) provide a plan to—

(i) increase awareness of, and participation
and enrollment in, Federal broadband pro-
grams relating to the affordability and adop-
tion of broadband internet access service;

(ii) adopt common data sets to evaluate
the performance of such Federal broadband
programs and make such data sets available
as open Government data assets; and

(iii) address barriers to participation in
such Federal broadband programs for eligible
households;

(J) provide a plan to monitor the service
offerings, consistency, and quality of
broadband internet access service supported
by Federal broadband programs; and

(K) describe the administrative and legisla-
tive action that is necessary to carry out the
Strategy.

(3) PUBLIC COMMENT.—Not later than 30
days after the date on which the Under Sec-
retary submits the Strategy to the appro-
priate committees of Congress under sub-
section (a)(1), the Under Secretary shall seek
public comment regarding the development
and execution of the Implementation Plan.

(¢) BRIEFINGS AND IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) BRIEFING.—Not later than 21 days after
the date on which the Under Secretary sub-
mits the Implementation Plan to the appro-
priate committees of Congress under sub-
section (b)(1), the Under Secretary, and ap-
propriate representatives from the covered
agencies involved in the formulation of the
Strategy, shall provide a briefing on the im-
plementation of the Strategy to the appro-
priate committees of Congress.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Under Secretary
shall—

(A) implement the Strategy in accordance
with the terms of the Implementation Plan;
and

(B) not later than 90 days after the date on
which the Under Secretary begins to imple-
ment the Strategy, and not less frequently
than once every 90 days thereafter until the
date on which the Implementation Plan is
fully implemented, brief the appropriate
committees of Congress on the progress in
implementing the Implementation Plan.

(d) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE
STUDY AND REPORT.—

(1) STuDY.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall conduct a study that
shall—

(A) examine the efficacy of the Strategy
and the Implementation Plan in closing the
digital divide; and

(B) make recommendations regarding how
to improve the Strategy and the Implemen-
tation Plan.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the Under Secretary sub-
mits the Implementation Plan to the appro-
priate committees of Congress under sub-
section (b)(1), the Comptroller General shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report on the results of the study
conducted under paragraph (1).

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to affect the
authority or jurisdiction of the Commission
or confer upon the Under Secretary or any
executive agency the power to direct the ac-
tions of the Commission, either directly or
indirectly.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives.
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(2) COVERED AGENCIES.—The term ‘‘covered
agencies’”’ means—

(A) the Commission;

(B) the Department of Agriculture;

(C) the NTIA;

(D) the Department of Health and Human
Services;

(E) the Appalachian Regional Commission;

(F) the Delta Regional Authority;

(G) the Economic Development Adminis-
tration;

(H) the Department of Education;

(D) the Department of the Treasury;

(J) the Department of Transportation;

(K) the Institute of Museum and Library
Services;

(L) the Northern Border Regional Commis-
sion;

(M) the Department of Housing and Urban
Development; and

(N) the Department of the Interior.

(3) FEDERAL BROADBAND PROGRAM.—The
term ‘‘Federal broadband program’ means
any program administered by a covered
agency that is directly or indirectly intended
to increase the deployment of, access to, the
affordability of, or the adoption of broadband
internet access service.

(4) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—The term “‘Im-
plementation Plan’ means the implementa-
tion plan developed under subsection (b)(1).

(5) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means each
State of the United States, the District of
Columbia, and each commonwealth, terri-
tory, or possession of the United States.

(6) STRATEGY.—The term ‘‘Strategy”
means the National Strategy to Close the
Digital Divide developed under subsection
(a)(D).

TITLE IV—OFFICE OF POLICY
DEVELOPMENT AND CYBERSECURITY
SEC. 401. OFFICE OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND

CYBERSECURITY.

Part A of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act (47 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), as
amended by the preceding provisions of this
Act, is further amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 110. OFFICE OF POLICY DEVELOPMENT
AND CYBERSECURITY.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the NTIA an Office of Policy Develop-
ment and Cybersecurity (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘Office’).

““(b) HEAD OF OFFICE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of the Office
shall be an Associate Administrator for Pol-
icy Development and Cybersecurity (in this
section referred to as the ‘Associate Admin-
istrator’).

‘(2) REQUIREMENT TO REPORT.—The Asso-
ciate Administrator shall report to the
Under Secretary (or a designee of the Under
Secretary).

“(c) DUTIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Associate Adminis-
trator shall, at the direction of the Under
Secretary, oversee and conduct national
communications and information policy
analysis and development for the internet
and communications technologies.

‘“(2) PARTICULAR DUTIES.—In carrying out
paragraph (1), the Associate Administrator
shall, at the direction of the Under Sec-
retary—

‘“(A) develop, analyze, and advocate for
market-based policies that promote innova-
tion, competition, consumer access, digital
inclusion, workforce development, and eco-
nomic growth in the communications,
media, and technology markets;

‘(B) conduct studies, as delegated by the
Under Secretary or required by Congress, on
how individuals in the United States access
and use the internet, wireline and wireless
telephony, mass media, other digital serv-
ices, and video services;
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‘“(C) coordinate transparent, consensus-
based, multistakeholder processes to create
guidance for and to support the development
and implementation of cybersecurity and
privacy policies with respect to the internet
and other communications networks;

‘(D) promote increased collaboration be-
tween security researchers and providers of
communications services and software sys-
tem developers;

‘“(E) perform such duties as the Under Sec-
retary considers appropriate relating to the
program for preventing future
vulnerabilities established under section 8(a)
of the Secure and Trusted Communications
Networks Act of 2019 (47 U.S.C. 1607(a));

‘“(F') advocate for policies that promote the
security and resilience to cybersecurity inci-
dents of communications networks while fos-
tering innovation, including policies that
promote secure communications network
supply chains;

“(G) present security of the digital econ-
omy and infrastructure and cybersecurity
policy efforts before the Commission, Con-
gress, and elsewhere;

‘““(H) provide advice and assistance to the
Under Secretary in carrying out the policy
responsibilities of the NTIA with respect to
cybersecurity policy matters, including the
evaluation of the impact of cybersecurity
matters pending before the Commission,
other Federal agencies, and Congress;

“(I) in addition to the duties described in
subparagraph (H), perform such other duties
regarding the policy responsibilities of the
NTIA with respect to cybersecurity policy
matters as the Under Secretary considers ap-
propriate;

‘(J) develop policies to accelerate innova-
tion and commercialization with respect to
advances in technological understanding of
communications technologies;

“(K) identify barriers to trust, security, in-
novation, and commercialization with re-
spect to communications technologies, in-
cluding access to capital and other re-
sources, and ways to overcome such barriers;

‘(L) provide public access to relevant data,
research, and technical assistance on innova-
tion and commercialization with respect to
communications technologies, consistent
with the protection of classified information;

‘(M) strengthen collaboration on and co-
ordination of policies relating to innovation
and commercialization with respect to com-
munications technologies, including policies
focused on the needs of small businesses and
rural communities—

‘(i) within the Department of Commerce;

‘‘(ii) between the Department of Commerce
and State government agencies, as appro-
priate; and

‘“(iii) between the Department of Com-
merce and the Commission or any other Fed-
eral agency the Under Secretary determines
to be necessary; and

‘“(N) solicit and consider feedback from
small and rural communications service pro-
viders, as appropriate.”’.

SEC. 402. ECONOMIC COMPETITIVENESS OF IN-
FORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY SUPPLY CHAIN.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate a report on the information and com-
munication technology supply chain that—

(1) identifies—

(A) information and communication tech-
nology critical to the economic competitive-
ness of the United States; and

(B) the industrial capacity of—
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(i) United States vendors that produce in-
formation and communication technology
identified under subparagraph (A); and

(ii) trusted information and communica-
tion technology vendors that produce infor-
mation and communication technology iden-
tified under subparagraph (A);

(2) assesses the economic competitiveness
of vendors described under paragraph (1)(B);

(3) assesses whether, and to what extent,
there is a dependence by providers of ad-
vanced telecommunications capability in the
United States on information and commu-
nication technology identified under para-
graph (1)(A) that is not trusted;

(4) identifies—

(A) what actions by the Federal Govern-
ment are needed to support, and bolster the
economic competitiveness of, trusted infor-
mation and communication technology ven-
dors; and

(B) what Federal resources are needed to
reduce dependence by providers of advanced
telecommunications capability in the United
States on companies that—

(i) produce information and communica-
tion technology; and

(ii) are not trusted; and

(5) defines lines of effort and assigns re-
sponsibilities for a whole-of-Government re-
sponse to ensuring the competitiveness of
the information and communication tech-
nology supply chain in the United States.

(b) WHOLE-OF-GOVERNMENT STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop, on the basis of the report required by
subsection (a), a whole-of-Government strat-
egy to ensure the economic competitiveness
of trusted information and communication
technology vendors that includes—

(A) recommendations on how—

(i) to strengthen the structure, resources,
and authorities of the Federal Government
to support the economic competitiveness of
trusted information and communication
technology vendors, including United States
vendors that are trusted information and
communication technology vendors; and

(ii) the Federal Government can address
any barriers to a market-based solution for
increasing the economic competitiveness of
such information and communication tech-
nology vendors;

(B) defined lines of effort and responsibil-
ities for Federal agencies to implement the
strategy; and

(C) a description of—

(i) any change to a Federal program, Fed-
eral law, or structure of the Federal Govern-
ment necessary to implement any rec-
ommendation under subparagraph (A); and

(ii) any additional Federal resource nec-
essary to implement any recommendation
under subparagraph (A).

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the submission of the report required by sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate a report containing the strat-
egy developed under paragraph (1).

(c) CONSULTATION REQUIRED.—In carrying
out subsections (a) and (b), the Secretary
shall consult with—

(1) a cross-section of trusted information
and communication technology vendors; and

(2) the Secretary of State, the Secretary of
Homeland Security, the Attorney General,
the Director of National Intelligence, the
Secretary of Defense, the Chair of the Com-
mission, and any other head of an agency the
Secretary determines necessary.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADVANCED TELECOMMUNICATIONS CAPA-
BILITY.—The term ‘‘advanced telecommuni-
cations capability’” has the meaning given
that term in section 706(d) of the Tele-
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communications Act of 1996
1302(d)).

(2) INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECH-
NOLOGY.—The term ‘‘information and com-
munication technology’ means a technology
(including software), component, or material
that enables communications by radio or
wire.

(3) INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECH-
NOLOGY SUPPLY CHAIN.—The term ‘‘informa-
tion and communication technology supply
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chain” means all of the companies that
produce information and communication
technology.

(4) NOT TRUSTED.—The term ‘‘not trusted’’
means, with respect to a company or infor-
mation and communication technology, that
the company or information and commu-
nication technology is determined by the
Secretary to pose an unacceptable risk to
the national security of the United States or
the security and safety of United States per-
sons based solely on one or more determina-
tions described under paragraphs (1) through
(4) of section 2(c) of the Secure and Trusted
Communications Networks Act of 2019 (47
U.S.C. 1601(c)).

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of Commerce, acting
through the Under Secretary.

(6) TRUSTED.—The term ‘‘trusted’” means,
with respect to a company, that the Sec-
retary has not determined that the company
is not trusted.

(7) TRUSTED INFORMATION AND COMMUNICA-
TION TECHNOLOGY VENDOR.—The term ‘‘trust-
ed information and communication tech-
nology vendor’’ means a company—

(A) that produces information and commu-
nication technology; and

(B) that is trusted.

SEC. 403. DIGITAL ECONOMY AND CYBERSECU-
RITY BOARD OF ADVISORS.

Part A of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act (47 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), as
amended by the preceding provisions of this
Act, is further amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 110A. DIGITAL ECONOMY AND CYBERSECU-
RITY BOARD OF ADVISORS.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the NTIA a Digital Economy and Cy-
bersecurity Board of Advisors (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘Board’).

‘““(b) DUuTIES.—The Board shall provide to
the Under Secretary recommendations (for
implementation by the Under Secretary or
that the Under Secretary could recommend
for implementation by other appropriate en-
tities) with respect to the following:

‘(1) Technical cybersecurity best practices
that enable economic growth while securing
information and communications networks,
including practices that Federal and non-
Federal entities can implement to secure
internet routing protocols, including the
Border Gateway Protocol used by Federal
and non-Federal entities.

‘“(2) Cybersecurity policies to support the
development and implementation of cyberse-
curity practices with respect to the internet
and information and communications net-
works.

“(3) Policies that foster collaboration
through public-private partnerships to pro-
mote the security and resilience to cyberse-
curity incidents of information and commu-
nications networks while fostering innova-
tion, including policies that promote secure
supply chains for information and commu-
nications networks.

‘“(4) Policies to remove barriers to trust,
security, innovation, and commercialization
with respect to information and communica-
tions networks.

‘“(c) MEMBERS.—
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‘(1) COMPOSITION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall be com-
posed of not fewer than 5, and not more than
25, members appointed by the Under Sec-
retary.

‘(B) EXPERTISE.—Each member of the
Board shall have cybersecurity or supply
chain security technical expertise, cyberse-
curity or supply chain security policy exper-
tise, or expertise in managing or overseeing
the cybersecurity or supply chain security
functions of a business.

(OS] REPRESENTATION.—In appointing
members of the Board under subparagraph
(A), the Under Secretary shall ensure that
the members appointed provide a balanced
representation of the following:

‘(i) Chief cybersecurity officers or other
qualified individuals employed in cybersecu-
rity positions, representing both the public
and private sectors.

‘‘(ii) Persons who operate or maintain in-
formation and communications networks, in-
cluding persons who operate or maintain
small or rural information and communica-
tions networks.

‘‘(iii) Vendors that produce or provide
equipment used in information and commu-
nications networks.

‘‘(iv) Vendors that produce or provide soft-
ware used in information and communica-
tions networks.

‘“‘(v) Persons who operate or maintain
internet applications.

“(2) TERMS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraphs (C) and (D), each member of
the Board shall be appointed for a term of a
length not to exceed 2 years, to be deter-
mined by the Under Secretary.

‘“(B) REAPPOINTMENT.—A member of the
Board, including a member appointed to fill
a vacancy as provided in subparagraph (D),
may be reappointed for 1 or more additional
terms by the Under Secretary.

“(C) REMOVAL.—The Under Secretary may
remove a member of the Board at the discre-
tion of the Under Secretary.

‘(D) VACANCY.—Any member of the Board
appointed to fill a vacancy occurring before
the expiration of the term for which the
predecessor of the member was appointed
shall be appointed only for the remainder of
such term. A vacancy in the Board shall be
filled in the manner in which the original ap-
pointment was made.

‘“(3) CHAIR.—The Chair of the Board shall
be the Associate Administrator of the NTIA
for Policy Development and Cybersecurity.

‘“(4) COMPENSATION.—The members of the
Board shall serve without compensation.

¢“(d) SUBCOMMITTEES.—

‘(1) AUTHORITY.—Subject to the approval
of the Under Secretary, as the Under Sec-
retary determines necessary for the perform-
ance by the Board of the duties described in
subsection (b), the Board may establish sub-
committees, working groups, standing com-
mittees, ad hoc groups, task groups, or other
subgroups of the Board.

“4(2) LIMITATION.—ANy subcommittee,
working group, standing committee, ad hoc
group, task group, or other subgroup of the
Board established under paragraph (1)—

‘“(A) shall report to the Board; and

‘“(B) may not provide any advice, rec-
ommendation, or other work product di-
rectly to the Under Secretary.

‘‘(e) TERMINATION.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 1013 of title 5, United States Code, the
Board shall terminate on the date that is 4
years after the date of the enactment of this
section.

‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) BORDER GATEWAY PROTOCOL.—The term
‘Border Gateway Protocol’ means the rout-
ing protocol used to exchange network
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reachability information among independ-
ently managed networks on the internet.

¢“(2) INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS NET-
WORK.—The term ‘information and commu-
nications network’ means a network that
provides advanced telecommunications capa-
bility (as defined in section 706(d) of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 (47 U.S.C.
1302(d))).”".

SEC. 404. CYBERSECURITY LITERACY.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the United States has a na-
tional security and economic interest in pro-
moting cybersecurity literacy amongst the
general public.

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary
shall develop and conduct a cybersecurity
literacy campaign (which shall be available
in multiple languages and formats, if prac-
ticable) to increase the knowledge and
awareness of individuals in the United States
with respect to best practices to reduce cy-
bersecurity risks.

(c) CAMPAIGN REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying
out subsection (b), the Under Secretary
shall—

(1) educate individuals in the United States
on how to prevent and mitigate cyberattacks
and cybersecurity risks, including by—

(A) instructing such individuals on how to
identify—

(i) phishing emails and messages; and

(ii) secure websites;

(B) instructing such individuals about the
benefits of changing default passwords on
hardware and software technology;

(C) encouraging the use of cybersecurity
tools, including—

(i) multi-factor authentication;

(ii) complex passwords;

(iii) anti-virus software;

(iv) patching and updating software and
applications; and

(v) virtual private networks;

(D) identifying the devices that could pose
possible cybersecurity risks, including—

(i) personal computers;

(ii) smartphones;

(iii) tablets;

(iv) Wi-Fi routers;

(v) smart home appliances;

(vi) webcams;

(vii) internet-connected monitors; and

(viii) any other device that can be con-
nected to the internet, including mobile de-
vices other than smartphones and tablets;

(E) encouraging such individuals to—

(i) regularly review mobile application per-
missions;

(ii) decline privilege requests from mobile
applications that are unnecessary;

(iii) download applications only from
trusted vendors or sources; and

(iv) consider a product’s life cycle and the
developer or manufacturer’s commitment to
providing security updates during a con-
nected device’s expected period of use; and

(F) identifying the potential cybersecurity
risks of using publicly available Wi-Fi net-
works and the methods a user may utilize to
limit such risks; and

(2) encourage individuals in the United
States to use resources to help mitigate the
cybersecurity risks identified in this sub-
section.

SEC. 405. UNDERSTANDING CYBERSECURITY OF
MOBILE NETWORKS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary, in consultation with
the Department of Homeland Security, shall
submit to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate a report
examining the cybersecurity of mobile serv-
ice networks and the vulnerability of such
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networks and mobile devices to cyberattacks
and surveillance conducted by adversaries.

(b) MATTERS To BE INCLUDED.—The report
required by subsection (a) shall include the
following:

(1) An assessment of the degree to which
providers of mobile service have addressed,
are addressing, or have not addressed cyber-
security vulnerabilities (including
vulnerabilities the exploitation of which
could lead to surveillance conducted by ad-
versaries) identified by academic and inde-
pendent researchers, multistakeholder
standards and technical organizations, in-
dustry experts, and Federal agencies, includ-
ing in relevant reports of—

(A) the NTIA;

(B) the National Institute of Standards and
Technology; and

(C) the Department of Homeland Security,
including—

(i) the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency; and

(ii) the Science and Technology Direc-
torate.

(2) A discussion of—

(A) the degree to which customers (includ-
ing consumers, companies, and government
agencies) consider cybersecurity as a factor
when considering the purchase of mobile
service and mobile devices; and

(B) the commercial availability of tools,
frameworks, best practices, and other re-
sources for enabling such customers to
evaluate cybersecurity risk and price trade-
offs.

(3) A discussion of the degree to which pro-
viders of mobile service have implemented
cybersecurity best practices and risk assess-
ment frameworks.

(4) An estimate and discussion of the prev-
alence and efficacy of encryption and au-
thentication algorithms and techniques used
in each of the following:

(A) Mobile service.

(B) Mobile communications equipment or
services.

(C) Commonly used mobile phones and
other mobile devices.

(D) Commonly used mobile operating sys-
tems and communications software and ap-
plications.

(5) A discussion of the barriers for pro-
viders of mobile service to adopt more effica-
cious encryption and authentication algo-
rithms and techniques and to prohibit the
use of older encryption and authentication
algorithms and techniques with established
vulnerabilities in mobile service, mobile
communications equipment or services, and
mobile phones and other mobile devices.

(6) An estimate and discussion of the prev-
alence, usage, and availability of tech-
nologies that authenticate legitimate mobile
service and mobile communications equip-
ment or services to which mobile phones and
other mobile devices are connected.

(7) An estimate and discussion of the prev-
alence, costs, commercial availability, and
usage by adversaries in the United States of
cell site simulators (often known as inter-
national mobile subscriber identity catchers)
and other mobile service surveillance and
interception technologies.

(c) CONSULTATION.—In preparing the report
required by subsection (a), the Under Sec-
retary shall, to the degree practicable, con-
sult with—

(1) the Commission;

(2) the National Institute of Standards and
Technology;

(3) the intelligence community;

(4) the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency of the Department of Home-
land Security;

(5) the Science and Technology Directorate
of the Department of Homeland Security;

May 14, 2024

(6) academic and independent researchers
with expertise in privacy, encryption, cyber-
security, and network threats;

(7) participants in multistakeholder stand-
ards and technical organizations (including
the 3rd Generation Partnership Project and
the Internet Engineering Task Force);

(8) international stakeholders, in coordina-
tion with the Department of State as appro-
priate;

(9) providers of mobile service, including
small providers (or the representatives of
such providers) and rural providers (or the
representatives of such providers);

(10) manufacturers, operators, and pro-
viders of mobile communications equipment
or services and mobile phones and other mo-
bile devices;

(11) developers of mobile operating systems
and communications software and applica-
tions; and

(12) other experts that the Under Secretary
considers appropriate.

(d) ScoPE OF REPORT.—The Under Sec-
retary shall—

(1) limit the report required by subsection
(a) to mobile service networks;

(2) exclude consideration of 5G protocols
and networks in the report required by sub-
section (a);

(3) limit the assessment required by sub-
section (b)(1) to vulnerabilities that have
been shown to be—

(A) exploited in non-laboratory settings; or

(B) feasibly and practicably exploitable in
real-world conditions; and

(4) consider in the report required by sub-
section (a) vulnerabilities that have been ef-
fectively mitigated by manufacturers of mo-
bile phones and other mobile devices.

(e) FORM OF REPORT.—

(1) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—The report
required by subsection (a) shall be produced
in unclassified form but may contain a clas-
sified annex.

(2) POTENTIALLY EXPLOITABLE UNCLASSIFIED
INFORMATION.—The Under Secretary shall re-
dact potentially exploitable unclassified in-
formation from the report required by sub-
section (a) but shall provide an unredacted
form of the report to the committees de-
scribed in such subsection.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADVERSARY.—The term ‘‘adversary’ in-
cludes—

(A) any unauthorized hacker or other in-
truder into a mobile service network; and

(B) any foreign government or foreign non-
government person engaged in a long-term
pattern or serious instances of conduct sig-
nificantly adverse to the national security of
the United States or security and safety of
United States persons.

(2) ENTITY.—The term ‘‘entity’’ means a
partnership, association, trust, joint ven-
ture, corporation, group, subgroup, or other
organization.

(3) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term
“‘intelligence community” has the meaning
given that term in section 3 of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).

(4) MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT OR
SERVICE.—The term ‘‘mobile communica-
tions equipment or service” means any
equipment or service that is essential to the
provision of mobile service.

(5) MOBILE SERVICE.—The term ‘‘mobile
service’” means, to the extent provided to
United States customers, either or both of
the following services:

(A) Commercial mobile service (as defined
in section 332(d) of the Communications Act
of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 332(d))).

(B) Commercial mobile data service (as de-
fined in section 6001 of the Middle Class Tax
Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 U.S.C.
1401)).
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(6) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’ means an
individual or entity.

(7) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The
“United States person’ means—

(A) an individual who is a United States
citizen or an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence to the United States;

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States, including a foreign branch
of such an entity; or

(C) any person in the United States.

SEC. 406. OPEN RAN OUTREACH.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary
shall conduct outreach and provide technical
assistance to small communications network
providers—

(1) to raise awareness regarding the uses,
benefits, and challenges of Open RAN net-
works and other open network architectures;
and

(2) regarding participation in the grant
program established under section 9202(a)(1)
of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2021 (47 U.S.C. 906(a)(1)).

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Under
Secretary’’ means the Under Secretary, act-
ing through the head of the Office of Internet
Connectivity and Growth.

(2) OPEN NETWORK ARCHITECTURE.—The
term ‘‘open network architecture’” means
Open RAN networks and other network ele-
ments that follow a set of published open
standards for multi-vendor network equip-
ment interoperability, including open core
and open transport.

(3) OPEN RAN NETWORK.—The term ‘‘Open
RAN network” means a wireless network
that follows the Open Radio Access Network
architecture and published open standards
for multi-vendor network equipment inter-
operability.

TITLE V—OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY
COMMUNICATIONS
SEC. 501. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICE OF
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS.

Part A of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act (47 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), as
amended by the preceding provisions of this
Act, is further amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 110B. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICE OF
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the NTIA an Office of Public Safety
Communications (in this section referred to
as the ‘Office’).

*“(b) HEAD OF OFFICE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of the Office
shall be an Associate Administrator for Pub-
lic Safety Communications (in this section
referred to as the ‘Associate Administrator’).

‘“(2) REQUIREMENT TO REPORT.—The Asso-
ciate Administrator shall report to the
Under Secretary (or a designee of the Under
Secretary).

‘(c) DUTIES.—The Associate Administrator
shall, at the direction of the Under Sec-
retary—

‘(1) administer any grant program of the
Federal Government related to Next Genera-
tion 9-1-1 on behalf of the Under Secretary;

‘(2) analyze public safety policy commu-
nications issues, including by obtaining such
analysis;

‘“(3) provide to the Under Secretary advice
and assistance with respect to the Under
Secretary—

““(A) carrying out the responsibilities of
the NTIA related to public safety commu-
nications policy; and

‘“(B) evaluating the domestic impact of
public safety communications matters pend-
ing before the Commission, Congress, or

term
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other entities of the executive branch of the
Federal Government;

‘“(4) carry out any duties established under
section 10 of Department Organizational
Order 25-7 of the Department of Commerce
titled ‘National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration’, effective Sep-
tember 17, 2012;

‘“(5) be responsible for the oversight of the
studies carried out by the Federal Govern-
ment relating to enhancing public safety
communications;

““(6) coordinate with the head of the Insti-
tute of Telecommunication Sciences with re-
spect to the initiative established under sec-
tion 108(b);

‘(7Y communicate public safety commu-
nications policies to public entities, includ-
ing the Commission and Congress, or private
entities; and

‘(8) carry out any duties regarding the re-
sponsibilities of the NTIA with respect to
public safety communications policy as the
Under Secretary may designate.

‘‘(d) COORDINATION.—The Associate Admin-
istrator shall, as the Under Secretary deter-
mines applicable, coordinate with Federal,
State, local, and tribal government entities
that are engaged in public safety commu-
nications in carrying out the duties of the
Office.”.

TITLE VI—OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL

AFFAIRS
SEC. 601. OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.

Part A of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act (47 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), as
amended by the preceding provisions of this
Act, is further amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 110C. OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the NTIA an Office of International
Affairs (in this section referred to as the ‘Of-
fice’).

“(b) HEAD OF OFFICE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of the Office
shall be an Associate Administrator for
International Affairs (in this section referred
to as the ‘Associate Administrator’).

“(2) REQUIREMENT TO REPORT.—The Asso-
ciate Administrator shall report to the
Under Secretary (or a designee of the Under
Secretary).

‘‘(c) DUTIES.—The Associate Administrator
shall, at the direction of the Under Sec-
retary—

‘(1) in coordination with the Secretary of
State, conduct analysis of, review, and for-
mulate international telecommunications
and information policy;

‘“(2) present on international telecommuni-
cations and information policy—

‘“(A) before the Commission, Congress, and
others; and

‘(B) in coordination with the Secretary of
State, before international telecommuni-
cations bodies, including the International
Telecommunication Union;

‘“(3) conduct or obtain analysis on eco-
nomic and other aspects of international
telecommunications and information policy;

‘“(4) formulate, and recommend to the
Under Secretary, polices and plans with re-
spect to preparation for and participation in
international telecommunications and infor-
mation policy activities;

‘“(5) in coordination with the Secretary of
State, coordinate NTIA and interdepart-
mental economic, technical, operational, and
other preparations related to participation
by the United States in international tele-
communications and information policy con-
ferences and negotiations;

‘“(6) ensure NTIA representation with re-
spect to international telecommunications
and information policy meetings and the ac-
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tivities related to preparation for such meet-
ings;

“(7T) coordinate with Federal agencies and
private organizations engaged in activities
involving international telecommunications
and information policy matters and main-
tain cognizance of the activities of United
States signatories with respect to related
treaties, agreements, and other instruments;

‘“(8) provide advice and assistance related
to international telecommunications and in-
formation policy to other Federal agencies
charged with responsibility for international
negotiations, to strengthen the position and
serve the best interests of the United States
in the conduct of negotiations with foreign
nations;

‘(9) provide advice and assistance to the
Under Secretary with respect to evaluating
the international impact of matters pending
before the Commission, other Federal agen-
cies, and Congress;

‘(10) carry out, at the request of the Sec-
retary, the responsibilities of the Secretary
under the Communications Satellite Act of
1962 (47 U.S.C. 701 et seq.) and other Federal
laws related to international telecommuni-
cations and information policy; and

‘(11) carry out any other duties of the
NTIA with respect to international tele-
communications and information policy that
the Under Secretary may designate.”.

SEC. 602. ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERAGENCY NA-
TIONAL SECURITY REVIEW PROC-
ESS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part A of the National
Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration Organization Act (47 U.S.C. 901
et seq.), as amended by the preceding provi-
sions of this Act, is further amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“SEC. 110D. ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERAGENCY
NATIONAL SECURITY REVIEW PROC-
ESS.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND TRANSITION.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
section, the Under Secretary, in coordina-
tion with the head of each appropriate Fed-
eral entity, shall develop and issue proce-
dures for, and establish, an interagency re-
view process (which shall include each appro-
priate Federal entity) that considers the law
enforcement and national security policy
implications of the approval of a covered ap-
plication that may arise from the foreign
ownership interests held in the covered ap-
plicant that submitted the covered applica-
tion.

‘(2) TRANSITION.—Upon establishment of
the review process under paragraph (1), the
Committee for the Assessment of Foreign
Participation in the United States Tele-
communications Services Sector, established
by Executive Order 13913 (85 Fed. Reg. 19643),
shall terminate.

‘“(b) APPLICABILITY.—AnNy covered applica-
tion pending before the Commission that was
submitted by a covered applicant that meets
or exceeds the threshold foreign ownership
limit is subject to review under the review
process established pursuant to subsection
(a).

“(c) PROCESS AND PROCEDURAL REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

‘(1) REFERRAL FOR REVIEW.—

“(A) REQUIREMENT FOR FCC TO REFER COM-
PLETE APPLICATION.—The Commission shall
refer any covered application subject to the
review process established pursuant to sub-
section (a) to the Under Secretary promptly
after the Commission determines that the
covered application, under the rules and reg-
ulations of the Commission, is complete.

‘(B) REFERRAL OF OTHER REQUESTS.—The
Commission may refer for review under the
review process established pursuant to sub-
section (a) any other request for action by
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the Commission for which the Commission
determines review is necessary under such
process.

¢(2) INTERAGENCY REVIEW DEADLINE; DETER-
MINATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date on which the Under Secretary
receives a referral from the Commission pur-
suant to paragraph (1)—

‘(i) the review of the covered application
or other request under the review process es-
tablished pursuant to subsection (a) shall be
completed; and

‘‘(ii) the Under Secretary, in coordination
with the head of each appropriate Federal
entity, shall make a determination—

“(I) to recommend to the Commission that
the Commission grant, grant conditioned on
mitigation, or deny the covered application
or other request; or

‘““(II) that the Under Secretary cannot
make a recommendation with respect to the
covered application or other request.

‘(B) PRESIDENTIAL DETERMINATION.—If the
Under Secretary determines under subpara-
graph (A)(ii)(II) that the Under Secretary
cannot make a recommendation with respect
to the covered application or other request,
the President, not later than 15 days after
the Under Secretary makes such determina-
tion, shall make a determination to rec-
ommend to the Commission that the Com-
mission grant, grant conditioned on mitiga-
tion, or deny the covered application or
other request.

‘‘(C) EXTENSION.—The Under Secretary, in
coordination with the head of each appro-
priate Federal entity, may extend the dead-
line described in subparagraph (A) an addi-
tional 45 days.

‘(D) NOTIFICATION OF EXTENSION.—If the
Under Secretary, in coordination with the
head of each appropriate Federal entity, ex-
tends a deadline pursuant to subparagraph
(C), the Under Secretary shall provide notice
of the extension to the covered applicant or
other requesting party, the Commission,
Congress, and any executive agency the
Under Secretary determines appropriate.

¢“(3) NOTIFICATION OF DETERMINATION.—Not
later than 7 days (excepting Saturdays, Sun-
days, and legal holidays) after the Under
Secretary or the President (as the case may
be) makes a determination under paragraph
(2) to recommend that the Commission
grant, grant conditioned on mitigation, or
deny the application or other request, the
Under Secretary shall notify, in writing, the
Commission and the covered applicant or
other requesting party of the determination.

‘“(4) DISCLOSURE OF STATUS OF REVIEW.—
Not later than 5 days (excepting Saturdays,
Sundays, and legal holidays) after receiving
an inquiry from a covered applicant or other
requesting party, the Commission, Congress,
or an appropriate executive agency (as deter-
mined by the Under Secretary) for an update
with respect to the status of the review of a
relevant covered application or other request
that was referred by the Commission for re-
view under the review process established
pursuant to subsection (a), the Under Sec-
retary, in coordination with the head of each
appropriate Federal entity, shall provide,
consistent with the protection of classified
information and intelligence sources and
methods, a complete and accurate written
response to such inquiry.

¢“(5) STANDARDIZATION OF INFORMATION RE-
QUIRED.—With respect to the review process
established pursuant to subsection (a), the
Under Secretary, in coordination with the
Commission and the head of each appro-
priate Federal entity, shall establish a list of
questions requesting written information
from a covered applicant or other requesting
party that shall be made publicly available
and posted on the internet website of the
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NTTA. Such questions shall, to the maximum
extent possible, be standardized for any po-
tential covered applicant or other requesting
party.

‘“(6) DEADLINE FOR PROVISION OF INFORMA-
TION REQUESTED.—Not later than 10 days (ex-
cepting Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holi-
days) after the date on which the Under Sec-
retary, in coordination with the head of each
appropriate Federal entity, requests infor-
mation from a covered applicant or other re-
questing party, the covered applicant or
other requesting party shall submit, in writ-
ing, to the NTIA complete and accurate re-
sponses.

¢‘(d) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), any information or documen-
tary material provided to the Under Sec-
retary under the review process established
pursuant to subsection (a) shall be exempt
from disclosure under section 552(b)(3)(B) of
title 5, United States Code, and no such in-
formation or documentary material may be
made public.

‘“(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Paragraph (1) does not
prohibit disclosure of the following:

‘““(A) Information disclosed for purposes of
an administrative or judicial action or pro-
ceeding, subject to appropriate confiden-
tiality and classification requirements.

‘“(B) Information disclosed to Congress or a
duly authorized committee or subcommittee
of Congress, subject to appropriate confiden-
tiality and classification requirements.

‘“(C) Information disclosed to a domestic
governmental entity, or to a foreign govern-
mental entity of a United States ally or
partner, under the exclusive direction and
authorization of the Under Secretary, only
to the extent necessary for national security
purposes and subject to appropriate con-
fidentiality and classification requirements,
including that confidential information dis-
closed shall remain confidential.

‘(D) Information disclosed to a third party
by mutual agreement of each relevant cov-
ered applicant and the Under Secretary, in
consultation with appropriate Federal enti-
ties.

‘“(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Except as
provided in subsection (d), nothing in this
section may be construed as limiting, super-
seding, or preventing the invocation of any
privileges or defenses that are otherwise
available at law or in equity to protect
against the disclosure of information.

‘“(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate.

‘(2) APPROPRIATE FEDERAL ENTITIES.—The
term ‘appropriate Federal entities’ means
the following:

‘“(A) The Department of Commerce.

‘“(B) The Department of Defense.

‘“(C) The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

‘(D) The Department of Justice.

‘“(E) The Department of the Treasury.

“(F) The Department of State.

‘(G) The United States Trade Representa-
tive.

‘‘(H) The Executive Office of the President.

‘“(I) The Office of the Director of National
Intelligence.

“(3) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—The term
‘classified information’ means any informa-
tion or material that has been determined by
the Federal Government pursuant to an Ex-
ecutive order, statute, or regulation, to re-
quire protection against unauthorized disclo-
sure for reasons of national security.
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‘“(4) COVERED APPLICANT.—The term ‘cov-
ered applicant’ means an entity seeking ap-
proval of a covered application from the
Commission.

¢“(6) COVERED APPLICATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘covered appli-
cation’ means—

‘(i) an application under section 214(a) of
the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
214(a)) for authorization to undertake the
construction of a new line or of an extension
of any line, or to acquire or operate any line,
or extension thereof, or to engage in trans-
mission over or by means of such additional
or extended line;

‘‘(ii) an application under the Act titled
‘An Act relating to the landing and oper-
ation of submarine cables in the United
States,” approved May 27, 1921 (47 U.S.C. 34 et
seq.; 42 Stat. 8) for—

‘(I) a submarine cable landing license; or

“(IT) an assignment, modification, or
transfer of control of a submarine cable land-
ing license; or

‘‘(iii) an application for a new license, or
for the transfer, assignment, or disposal of
an existing license under section 310(d) of the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
310(d)), that is—

“(I) subject to approval by the Commission
under section 310(b)(4) of such Act (47 U.S.C.
310(b)(4)); or

““(IT) eligible, under the rules of the Com-
mission, for forbearance under section 10 of
such Act (47 U.S.C. 160) from the application
of paragraph (3) of section 310(b) of such Act
(47 U.S.C. 310(b)).

“(B) LIMITATION.—The term ‘covered appli-
cation’ does not include the following:

‘(i) An application described in subpara-
graph (A) with respect to which the appli-
cant seeks to transfer, assign, or otherwise
dispose of an authorization or license to an
entity that—

‘(I) is owned or controlled by such appli-
cant;

‘(IT) owns or controls such applicant; or

“(IIT) is under common ownership or con-
trol with such applicant.

““(ii) An application described in subpara-
graph (A) with respect to which the appli-
cant—

‘() is an applicant that has been pre-
viously approved under the review process
established pursuant to subsection (a); and

““(IT1) at the time of such application does
not have a level of foreign ownership that is
more than 10 percent greater than the level
of foreign ownership of such applicant—

‘‘(aa) except as provided in item (bb), at
any time such applicant was previously ap-
proved under the review process established
pursuant to subsection (a); or

““(bb) if such applicant has been subjected
to the review process established pursuant to
subsection (a) as a result of exceeding a level
of foreign ownership pursuant to this clause,
at the time such applicant was most recently
approved under such review process after
having been subjected to such review process
as a result of exceeding a level of foreign
ownership pursuant to this clause.

‘‘(iii) An application described in subpara-
graph (A)(i) that is domestic.

‘“‘(iv) An application described in subpara-
graph (A) with respect to which the foreign
ownership interests of the applicant are held
by wholly owned intermediate holding com-
panies that are controlled by—

““(I) a citizen of the United States; or

“(IT) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States.

‘(6) THRESHOLD FOREIGN OWNERSHIP
LIMIT.—The term ‘threshold foreign owner-
ship limit’ means foreign ownership of, as
applicable—

““(A) at least the amount determined by
the Commission under section 214(a) of the
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Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
214(a)), in the case of an application de-
scribed in paragraph (5)(A)(i) of this sub-
section;

‘(B) any amount, in the case of an applica-
tion described in paragraph (5)(A)(ii) of this
subsection;

“(C) at least an amount sufficient for para-
graph (3) or (4) of section 310(b) of such Act
(47 U.S.C. 310(b)) to apply, in the case of an
application described in paragraph (5)(A)(iii)
of this subsection; or

‘(D) any amount, in the case of any appli-
cation described in paragraph (5)(A) of this
subsection if the foreign ownership is held by
a foreign adversary (as specified in section
7.4 of title 15, Code of Federal Regulations
(or a successor regulation)).”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—This section, and the
amendment made by this section, shall apply
to any covered application (as such term is
defined in section 110D of the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration Organization Act, as added by sub-
section (a)) filed on or after the date on
which the review process is established pur-
suant to such section 110D.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) and the gentlewoman
from Massachusetts (Mrs. TRAHAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 4510, the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administra-
tion Reauthorization Act of 2023, which
I am pleased to lead with the ranking
member of the Subcommittee on Com-
munications and Technology, the gen-
tlewoman from California’s Seventh
District.

The NTIA is an agency within the
Department of Commerce tasked with
advising the President on matters re-
lated to telecommunications policy. It
is responsible for a variety of activi-
ties, which include Federal spectrum
management, administration of
broadband grants, internet governance,
representing the United States at
international telecommunication fo-
rums, and developing cybersecurity
policy.

Congress has not reauthorized NTIA
since 1992 before many of these respon-
sibilities existed or were relevant. This
legislation ensures NTIA has the right
structure and resources to fulfill the
21st century mission as directed by
Congress.

Today’s NTIA also plays a key role in
our effort to maintain global leader-
ship in wireless communications. NTTA
has important statutory obligations to
manage Federal spectrum, which is es-
pecially important as Federal and non-
Federal use of spectrum has intensified
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with the explosion of mobile phones
and new connected technologies.

The bill considered today reaffirms
NTIA is responsible for coordinating
the views of the executive branch and
presenting them to the FCC, building
more safeguards into the Federal co-
ordination procedures so other agen-
cies’ needs are appropriately accounted
for as the FCC makes decisions on com-
mercial spectrum use.

Indeed, many Federal agencies use
spectrum. It is important to have an
open and transparent spectrum man-
agement process so all agency views
are heard and accounted for as NTIA
prepares and presents the views of the
executive branch on spectrum policy.

I look forward to working with all
stakeholders as well as reauthorizing
spectrum auction authority and identi-
fying future opportunities for spectrum
use.

Today’s NTIA also plays a significant
role in closing the digital divide. Con-
gress recently provided NTIA with $48.2
billion for broadband deployment and
digital equity and inclusion. This reau-
thorization is one way to ensure NTIA
has the tools it needs to effectively
manage these programs and is held ac-
countable for the decisions it makes.

Further, with over 130 Federal
broadband programs spread across 15
agencies, this legislation would direct
NTIA to develop a strategy to improve
coordination of these programs.

NTIA also addresses some of the Na-
tion’s spectrum changes, including cy-
bersecurity and public safety. The leg-
islation codifies existing offices related
to both and outlines their duties. The
bill also provides clarity and trans-
parency to the Team Telecom process
for national security reviews of foreign
participation in the telecommuni-
cation sector.

Finally, we need to make sure
NTIA’s leadership reflects the impor-
tant role it plays today, both domesti-
cally and internationally. That is why
this legislation elevates the NTIA Ad-
ministrator from an Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce to Under Sec-
retary of Commerce. This elevation
will help NTIA best represent the
United States as it coordinates with
other agencies and works with other
countries.

NTIA’s role has drastically changed
since it was last reauthorized, and I ap-
preciate the work from the agency and
my colleagues to update its author-
izing statute.

I thank the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia’s Seventh District for her work
on this bipartisan legislation, and I
urge my colleagues to support H.R.
4510.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 4510, the National Tele-
communications and Information Ad-
ministration Reauthorization Act.
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The National Telecommunications
and Information Administration, or
NTIA, has done tremendous work to
help connect all Americans to high-
speed, reliable, and affordable
broadband. The historic $65 billion in
broadband investments we included in
the bipartisan infrastructure law last
Congress are supercharging those ef-
forts. I have confidence that NTIA is
doing all that it can with this funding
to connect as many Americans as pos-
sible to fast, reliable, and affordable
internet.

Congress has also tasked NTIA with
other meaningful responsibilities. The
agency manages Federal spectrum and
its users and coordinates with the Fed-
eral Communications Commission to
ensure that our airwaves are effec-
tively managed in a safe and secure
manner. It is also charged with advis-
ing the President on advanced tech-
nologies.

A lot has changed since the NTIA was
last reauthorized in 1992. We should en-
sure that it continues to have the au-
thorities it needs to implement many
of the Nation’s broadband efforts and
technological advancements in such
areas as spectrum management and ar-
tificial intelligence.

H.R. 4510 helps achieve this goal.
This bipartisan bill reauthorizes NTIA
and elevates its leadership by making
its Administrator an Under Secretary
within the Department of Commerce.
Taking these important steps will bet-
ter reflect NTIA’s importance as the
President’s primary adviser on tele-
communications and technology pol-
icy.

This legislation also includes the
text of several bipartisan bills the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee has
worked on this Congress and last Con-
gress. It includes the PLAN for
Broadband Act, co-led by Representa-
tives KUSTER and WALBERG, which di-
rects the NTIA to develop a national
strategy to close the digital divide. As
part of this strategy, the agency must
develop a plan to monitor the consist-
ency, affordability, and quality of
broadband services supported by Fed-
eral broadband programs.

It also includes Representative
ALLRED’s Open RAN Outreach Act and
two bills co-led by Representative
ESHOO to address cybersecurity issues.

This bill also includes important pro-
visions to codify NTIA’s current work
and responsibilities. It would firmly es-
tablish NTIA’s role in public safety
communications. From managing Next
Generation 911 grants to overseeing
FirstNet to its important first re-
sponder work at the Institute for Tele-
communication Sciences, NTIA plays
an important role in ensuring that the
public and law enforcement agencies
have a modern and reliable commu-
nications network. I am pleased that
this bill cements NTIA’s public safety
possibilities.

I also want to note that this bill in-
corporates feedback to address ques-
tions and concerns that we heard from
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other committees, including the Armed
Services Committee, the Science,
Space, and Technology Committee, and
the Intelligence Committee. The staffs
have had productive discussions about
these important issues. Among other
things, we have improved NTIA’s abil-
ity to file classified information with
the FCC on behalf of other agencies.

We have also agreed to work further
with our colleagues to better develop
methods for advancing NTIA’s spec-
trum management capabilities. I am
pleased that we could find a path for-
ward to vote on this bill today, and I
thank the chairs, ranking members,
and staff of these three committees for
their cooperation.

I also thank Chair RODGERS, Commu-
nications and Technology Sub-
committee Ranking Member MATSUI,
and Chairman LATTA for their bipar-
tisan work on this bill. With this legis-
lation, we ensure that NTIA has the
authorities it needs to continue both
connecting all Americans to high-
speed, reliable, and affordable
broadband and overseeing innovative
technological developments.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 4510, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG).
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Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, I
thank my friend and colleague from
Ohio for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 4510, the NTIA Authorization Act.

The legislation includes my bipar-
tisan, bicameral PLAN for Broadband
Act, which requires the NTIA, in con-
sultation with all relevant agencies, to
develop and implement a national
strategy to close the digital divide.

I thank my cosponsor, Representa-
tive KUSTER, for her efforts with regard
to this legislation.

A GAO report found that there are
more than 130 Federal broadband pro-
grams administered by at least 15 sepa-
rate agencies, totaling hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars that could be used to
increase connectivity across the coun-
try.

Without clear goals, objectives, and
performance measures, these programs
are fragmented and can result in dupli-
cation and overbuilding or not building
at all.

In rural districts like mine where
thousands of my constituents lack ac-
cess to a reliable connection, we must
ensure Federal dollars are spent effec-
tively and efficiently.

The plan would synchronize inter-
agency coordination among Federal
broadband programs, identify ways to
lower costs, and ease administrative
burdens for States and localities to
participate in these programs, and
make recommendations to better dis-
tribute and administer the Federal tax-
payer funds.

We can’t be wasting time, money,
and resources deploying to areas that
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have already been covered at the ex-
pense of those who haven’t or are inad-
equate. A national broadband strategy
is key to closing the digital divide.

The broader package also includes
much-needed language to reauthorize
the NTIA, enhance spectrum manage-
ment processes, fortify network secu-
rity, and foster nationwide
connectivity. I want to thank Chair-
man LATTA for his leadership on the
larger bill, as well as my co-leads in
the House and Senate for their partner-
ship and commitment to connecting
rural America.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Madam Speaker, this
reauthorization of NTIA is bipartisan
legislation that ensures that NTIA will
have the authority it needs to continue
both connecting Americans to high-
speed, reliable, and affordable
broadband and overseeing innovative
technological developments.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 4510, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, as I
mentioned already, the NTIA has not
been reauthorized since 1992. Again, as
stated before, many of the responsibil-
ities that it has didn’t even exist or
were irrelevant at that time, such as
Federal spectrum management, admin-
istration of broadband grants, internet
governance, representing the United
States in international telecommuni-
cation forums, and especially devel-
oping cybersecurity policy.

It is absolutely essential that H.R.
4510 be enacted. Madam Speaker, I urge
passage of this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ex-
press concerns with H.R. 4510, the National
Telecommunications and Information Reau-
thorization Act of 2024.

The National Telecommunications and Infor-
mation Administration, or NTIA, is a critical
agency within the Department of Commerce
that works across the Federal government to
develop telecommunications and information
policy. It also serves an important role as the
voice of the federal government in spectrum
management issues and for regulatory proc-
esses considered at the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. Congress should support
this agency and give it the resources and au-
thorities it needs to fulfill its mission. However,
H.R. 4510 would upend the interagency spec-
trum management process. Specifically, the
Act would restrict the input FCC can consider
from Federal agencies, and it would designate
NTIA as the primary laboratory for spectrum
studies for the whole federal government rath-
er than leveraging each agency’s unique ex-
pertise and technical contributions as occurs
under the existing interagency approach. Fur-
ther, the bill would waste taxpayer dollars by
unnecessarily duplicating activities already au-
thorized by Congress.

Unfortunately, there are two main areas in
which this bill would cause a significant disrup-
tion to the interagency process related to
spectrum management: First, rather than en-
suring more informed spectrum decision-mak-
ing, the bill explicitly directs the FCC not to
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consider any technical, procedural, or policy
concerns of a federal entity regarding a spec-
trum action unless such concerns are publicly
filed by the NTIA. | appreciate that the bill text
considered by the House today does reflect
feedback from various Committees for the
consideration of classified information in the
spectrum management process. However, al-
lowing for consideration of classified informa-
tion is not enough to overcome the significant
limitations this bill would place on the inter-
agency spectrum management process. Cur-
rently, agencies routinely participate in coordi-
nation and communication with one another
through the interagency process, which was
recently bolstered through a new Memo-
randum of Understanding. A significant
amount of this communication is informal.
Some of this communication is reliant on infor-
mation that is proprietary, pre-decisional, con-
trolled unclassified, or otherwise sensitive. Re-
stricting interagency feedback to only fully
public or fully classified information misses a
litany of relevant data and would hinder the
federal government’s ability to adequately pro-
tect spectrum allocated for critical national se-
curity, safety, weather forecasting, and sci-
entific services. This would also create ineffi-
ciencies that threaten federal agencies’ abili-
ties to carry out their own statutory missions.

Second, H.R. 4510 would authorize the In-
stitute of Telecommunications Science (ITS)
and place it over other federal science agen-
cies. ITS is a wonderful research laboratory
that does important work, and Congress
should authorize it. However, the bill goes fur-
ther, and designates ITS to be the primary
laboratory for the entire executive branch on
spectrum management and interference. This
would elevate ITS, an important tool for broad-
application spectrum R&D, over the many spe-
cialized spectrum labs and testbeds through-
out the federal scientific enterprise. Some fed-
eral mission agencies bring unique and critical
expertise. For example. NASA’s understanding
of spectrum coordination and interference in
space missions is unparalleled, and NTIA re-
lies on NASA for such studies. We should be
seeking to leverage Federal agency expertise
wherever it exists, not undermining or dupli-
cating it.

The Science Committee has consistently
voiced the need for a more coordinated,
whole-of-government approach to spectrum
management policy. We need robust, informed
technical analyses to support evidence-based
policy decisions, especially in the face of ever-
increasing demands on radiofrequency spec-
trum. The FCC, NTIA, and federal incumbent
spectrum users have made meaningful
progress in recent years to update and
strengthen the interagency process to manage
spectrum in a more effective and collaborative
manner. By limiting the information that the
FCC may consider and elevating one NTIA
capability, the ITS, over the application-spe-
cific expertise in the rest of the federal govern-
ment. H.R. 4510 would run roughshod over
the interagency spectrum management proc-
ess and undo such progress.

Unfortunately, my concerns about H.R. 4510
go beyond just the spectrum provisions. The
NTIA was originally part of its sister agency,
NIST. Since Congress established NTIA as its
own agency in 1978, the two agencies have
carried out complementary but distinct areas
of work. NIST serves as an independent, unbi-
ased arbiter of trusted measurements and
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standards and NTIA has regulatory respon-
sibilities. While the two agencies often work
together, this bill would expand the NTIA’s
mission and blur the lines between them, es-
pecially on issues related to cybersecurity. For
example, Congress authorized NIST, in col-
laboration with CISA, to conduct a cybersecu-
rity literacy program for the public in the Cy-
bersecurity Enhancements Act of 2014. H.R.
4510 would directly duplicate, at NTIA, those
ongoing efforts underway at NIST. The intent
of these provisions is unclear, and merits fur-
ther vetting and input from DOC. There are
additional provisions in the bill that implicate
yet other agencies outside of the Department
of Commerce. For example, the bill would di-
rect the NTIA to oversee public safety studies
authored by FEMA and duplicate DHS’s infor-
mation technology supply chain security pro-
grams.

An earlier version of this bill mandated a
fundamental change in how we do spectrum
management by requiring the adoption of in-
cumbent informing capability (IIC), a system
that would allow for time-based spectrum
sharing between incumbent mission agencies
and commercial users. | appreciate the bill
sponsors’ decision to remove this provision
from the text we are voting on today. Such a
requirement would be premature. While ad-
vanced spectrum sharing capabilities would
hopefully one day be widely deployed to sup-
port flexible spectrum usage, IIC is an untried,
untested system that, if executed incorrectly or
inefficiently, could harm agencies’ missions,
including those critical to safety and scientific
advancement. The 2023 National Spectrum
Strategy rightly focuses on initial steps, best
practices, and information gathering that would
be required to support a viable IIC.

It is my hope that these concerns can be
addressed as the bill moves through the legis-
lative process.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALBERG). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
4510, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

YOUTH POISONING PROTECTION
ACT

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4310) to ban the sale of products
with a high concentration of sodium
nitrite to individuals, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4310

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““Youth Poi-

soning Protection Act’.
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SEC. 2. BANNING OF PRODUCTS CONTAINING A
HIGH CONCENTRATION OF SODIUM
NITRITE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any consumer product
containing a high concentration of sodium
nitrite shall be considered to be a banned
hazardous product under section 8 of the
Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C.
2057).

(b) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion:

(1) CONSUMER PRODUCT.—The term ‘‘con-
sumer product’ has the meaning given that
term under section 3(a)(5) of the Consumer
Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2052(a)(5)).

(2) HIGH CONCENTRATION OF SODIUM NI-
TRITE.—The term ‘‘high concentration of so-
dium nitrite’” means a concentration of 10 or
more percent by weight of sodium nitrite.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
take effect 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in strong support of H.R.
4310, the Youth Poisoning Protection
Act.

It is important for the House to pass
H.R. 4310 because, sadly, we have seen a
significant rise in self-poisonings using
sodium nitrite in the United States
since 2017.

Many of these poisonings occur due
to simple online purchase of these in-
gredients. While sodium nitrite has a
wide variety of valuable commercial
and industrial uses, which importantly
this legislation does not affect, it is
also crucial that Congress intervene to
prevent these tragic outcomes, particu-
larly amongst our children.

This legislation seeks to address
poisonings through a narrowly tailored
prohibition on the sale of consumer
products that contain sodium nitrite at
concentrations greater than 10 percent,
which precludes consumer access to
products regulated under the Consumer
Product Safety Act.

I thank Representatives TRAHAN and
CASEY for their strong bipartisan work
on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’ today, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 4310, the Youth Poisoning
Protection Act.

This legislation is necessary because,
sadly, online forums are providing de-
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tailed instructions and real-time guid-
ance on how to die by suicide by con-
suming just a small amount of sodium
nitrite.

As a result, over the past few years,
data from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention has shown a sharp
increase in the rise of self-poisoning
using sodium nitrite.

H.R. 4310 would ban the sale of highly
concentrated sodium nitrite to con-
sumers in order to help prevent it for
this use. Experts have made it clear
that there is no good reason for con-
sumers to purchase this product at
such high concentration.

This bill is an important step in en-
suring that lethal levels of sodium ni-
trite stay out of the hands of those who
will use it to harm themselves.

I commend the sponsor of this bill,
Representative TRAHAN, from our com-
mittee for her leadership on this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Mrs.
TRAHAN), the sponsor of this legisla-
tion.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding, and I am
grateful to Ranking Member PALLONE,
Chair RODGERS, Ranking Member
SCHAKOWSKY, Chairman BILIRAKIS, and
members of the Energy and Commerce
Committee for their unanimous sup-
port for this bipartisan, bicameral leg-
islation.

Mr. Speaker, the Youth Poisoning
Protection Act is urgently needed to
limit consumer access to high con-
centrations of a dangerous toxic chem-
ical that is being promoted online as a
method to die by suicide.

Two years ago, an investigation by
The New York Times exposed online
suicide assistance forums, websites
that operate in the shadows of the
internet. These platforms are home to
many users who present themselves as
a community dedicated to helping oth-
ers experiencing suicidal ideation, but
who instead encourage those in dire
need of help to end their lives and even
help facilitate their attempt to do so.

Their activities have contributed to a
rise in suicides using the chemical so-
dium nitrite, which in low concentra-
tions is safe and often used to cure
meat and fish.

However, in high concentrations, so-
dium nitrite is toxic at levels com-
parable to cyanide.

If that is not bad enough, it gets
worse.

While those same anonymous users
promote the poison as a painless way
to die by suicide, survivors tell a very
different story, detailing experiences of
nausea, vomiting, intense stomach
pain, and heart palpitations as the sub-
stance chokes off oxygen to critical or-
gans.

When notified by my office of the
product’s popularization as a suicide
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method, many websites that sold the
product, including Amazon, eventually
took down their listings or limited
sales to businesses with a proven use
for it.

There are bad actors out there look-
ing to capitalize on people experiencing
suicidal ideation by creating websites
for the sole purpose of selling the
chemical as suicide kits. Right now
there is no law on the books to stop
them from doing so.

Mr. Speaker, the Youth Poisoning
Protection Act changes that by prohib-
iting the consumer sale of sodium ni-
trite products with a concentration
higher than 10 percent—the usefulness
threshold agreed upon by independent
experts.

I will note for my colleagues that
this bill solely limits the sale of this
product to consumers. There are some
businesses that cure meat and fish in
bulk and need to purchase sodium ni-
trite in high concentrations as part of
that process. This bill will not affect
them.

It solely seeks to end the straight-to-
consumer sale of highly concentrated
sodium nitrite that is helping fuel the
efforts of anonymous suicide forum
users pushing vulnerable people to end
their lives.

This bill is simple, it is straight-
forward, and it has the potential to
save lives.

That is why I am so grateful to my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle
and in both Chambers who were instru-
mental in the drafting and advance-
ment of this legislation, including Rep-
resentative MIKE CAREY who has been a
tireless advocate for his constituents
who have fallen victim to this poison,
as well as Representatives KATIE POR-
TER and CELESTE MALOY and Senators
TAMMY DUCKWORTH and J.D. VANCE.

I urge Members on both sides of the
aisle to join us in supporting this
strong bipartisan legislation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
everyone to support this bill. I think it
is pretty obvious why this bill is so im-
portant.

I want to thank the sponsor again,
Mrs. TRAHAN, for bringing this up be-
cause it will save lives.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, this is
a bipartisan bill. As far as I am con-
cerned, it is a no-brainer. We need to
get it over to the Senate as soon as
possible to save lives.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, again, I en-
courage a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this particular
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 4310.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

on
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———
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MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
STILLBIRTH PREVENTION ACT
OF 2024

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4581) to amend title V of the So-
cial Security Act to support stillbirth
prevention and research, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4581

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Maternal and

Child Health Stillbirth Prevention Act of 2024°°.

SEC. 2. CLARIFICATION SUPPORTING PERMIS-
SIBLE USE OF FUNDS FOR STILL-
BIRTH PREVENTION ACTIVITIES.

Section 501(a) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 701(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(B), by inserting ‘‘to re-
duce the incidence of stillbirth,”” after ‘‘among
children,’’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by inserting after ‘‘fol-
low-up services’ the following: ‘‘, and for evi-
dence-based programs and activities and out-
come research to reduce the incidence of still-
birth (including tracking and awareness of fetal
movements, improvement of birth timing for
pregnancies with risk factors, initiatives that
encourage safe sleeping positions during preg-
nancy, screening and surveillance for fetal
growth restriction, efforts to achieve smoking
cessation during pregnancy, community-based
programs that provide home visits or other types
of support, and any other research or evidence-
based programming to prevent stillbirths)’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4581, the Maternal and Child Health
Stillbirth Prevention Act led by Rep-
resentative HINSON.

The United States sees more than
21,000 stillbirths per year, according to
recent data reported by the CDC. This
equates to 1 out of 756 births. This is un-
acceptably high, and a recent study
funded by the National Institutes of
Health shows that one in four still-
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births may be preventable. It is clear
that we must do more.

States are authorized to use their
Maternal and Child Health Services
Block Grant funding for stillbirth edu-
cation and related activities, but due
to a lack of clear Federal guidance,
some States have refrained from using
this funding for these purposes.

H.R. 4581 clarifies that States can use
this funding for evidence-based pro-
grams and outcomes research to help
prevent and reduce the incidence of
stillbirth.

This bill supports the sanctity of
human life by helping to prevent future
stillbirths and supporting mothers and
babies across the country.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the United States con-
tinues to face a devastating crisis in
maternal health, and this includes an
ongoing crisis of stillbirths. According
to data from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, there are ap-
proximately 21,000 stillbirth infants
born every year in the United States.
That is about 58 stillbirths every day.
According to the March of Dimes, the
annual number of stillbirths far ex-
ceeds the number of deaths among chil-
dren from preterm birth, SIDS, acci-
dents, drownings, fire, and flu com-
bined.

Women who experience a stillbirth
are also more likely to experience com-
plications or even death after the de-
livery. According to the March of
Dimes, severe morbidity is nearly five
times more common than in women
who experience a healthy pregnancy
and delivery. These women are also
justifiably more likely to suffer from
depression.

H.R. 4581, the Maternal and Child
Health Stillbirth Prevention Act, is bi-
partisan legislation which -clarifies
that States can use title V funding for
evidence-based programs, activities,
and outcome research to reduce the in-
cidence of stillbirth. These activities
could include community-based pro-
grams that provide home visits or
other types of support and research or
evidence-based programming to pre-
vent stillbirths. This bill is supported
by more than 30 women’s health and
research organizations across our
healthcare spectrum.

This bill will provide better certainty
for States to enhance the safety of
women throughout their pregnancy,
delivery, and postpartum experiences.
The hope is that States would focus
their efforts on communities with large
health disparities in birth outcomes.

I thank Representative ADAMS for
her leadership on this legislation. I en-
courage all my colleagues to vote
““‘yes’ on this important bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Iowa
(Mrs. HINSON.)
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Mrs. HINSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to support
my bill, the Maternal and Child Health
Stillbirth Prevention Act.

The United States continues to lead
the world in medical innovation, devel-
opment of new cures, and cutting-edge
medical technology. However, the high
maternal mortality and stillbirth rate
in the United States is inexcusable.
Over 21,000 babies are stillborn every
year, and nearly one in four of these
deaths are preventable.

In the last two decades, the stillbirth
rate in the United States declined by a
negligible 0.4 percent. In a report pub-
lished by the World Health Organiza-
tion comparing progress in improving
stillbirth rates, the TUnited States
ranked 183 out of 195 countries.

Our moms and our babies deserve
better.

The tragedy of a stillbirth, the unex-
pected death of a baby after 20 weeks of
pregnancy, is devastating to mothers
and fathers. Many women who endure a
stillbirth have already picked out their
baby’s name or started decorating a
nursery. The heartbreak of stillbirth
leaves an unfillable void for the fami-
lies that it impacts.

Stillbirth disproportionately impacts
minority, rural, and underserved com-
munities, including many communities
in my home State of Iowa that are des-
ignated as maternal healthcare deserts.

I have heard from women in rural
Iowa who drive over an hour to see
their OB/GYN or visit the nearest ma-
ternal ward or hospital and struggle to
receive the quality care they need
throughout their pregnancy. Ensuring
expecting women have access to high-
quality maternal care, regardless of
their ZIP Code or their income level, is
critical to preventing stillbirths and
improving outcomes for both moms
and babies.

Congress must use every tool at our
disposable to end stillbirth and support
stillbirth prevention, awareness, and
research. That is why we are here
today.

My bipartisan Maternal and Child
Health Stillbirth Prevention Act would
finally dedicate funds toward stillbirth
prevention and research, saving the
lives of mothers and babies.

Throughout my work on this legisla-
tion, I have had the opportunity to sit
down with stillbirth prevention advo-
cates who have turned their pain into
passion. These brave women are on a
mission to ensure that no mother, fa-
ther, or family ever endures the trag-
edy of stillbirth again. They are truly
some of the strongest women I have
ever met.

I have been honored to fight along-
side them to bring this vital legislation
across the finish line, as well as with
my co-lead on the bill, Congresswoman
ALMA ADAMS. She has long fought to
improve stillbirth prevention, and I am
proud of the work that we have done
together in a bipartisan manner to sup-
port expecting moms from Iowa to
North Carolina and across the country.
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Additionally, this bipartisan legisla-
tion has been endorsed by dozens of
women’s health, public health, and
medical provider associations, and it
has been passed by the Senate already
in a similar form by unanimous con-
sent.

I was blessed to be able to spend
Mother’s Day with my two sons over
the weekend, but my heart continues
to ache for the women who were
mourning the loss of a child they never
got to meet. I hope my colleagues join
me in bringing more wonderful babies
and healthy pregnancies into this
world by supporting this bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers, I am prepared
to close, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I have
one additional speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of the bipartisan Maternal and
Child Health Stillbirth Prevention Act.

As a father to three sons and a grand-
father to seven beautiful grandbabies,
there is nothing more important to me
than improving health outcomes for
mothers and children.

Tragically, more than 21,000 babies
are stillborn every year, upending the
lives of mothers and families across
the United States.

No family should have to experience
the heartbreak of a stillbirth. That is
why I am proud to support the Mater-
nal and Child Health Stillbirth Preven-
tion Act so that women and children
have the best health outcomes our Na-
tion can provide.

Increasing access to maternal care,
especially for rural and underserved
communities, is critical toward pre-
venting stillbirths so more babies expe-
rience a healthy birth and make it
home with their families. This critical
legislation would strengthen and en-
hance the Maternal and Child Health
Services Block Grant, which will help
ensure expecting moms can receive
quality prenatal care.

We value women, we value life, and
this bipartisan bill prioritizes both.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative
HiNsON for working on this important
issue, and I urge my colleague to sup-
port this legislation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, this is a
very important bill for mothers’ safety
to prevent stillborn infants. I urge all
my colleagues to support this on a bi-
partisan basis, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’ vote on the
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOYCE of Pennsylvania). The question
is on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4581, as amended.
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The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
FOR CHILDREN REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2024

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6960) to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize the Emer-
gency Medical Services for Children
program.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6960

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Emergency
Medical Services for Children Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2024”°.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF GRANTS FOR
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
FOR CHILDREN.

Section 1910(d) of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 300w-9(d)) is amended by
striking ‘“‘and $22,334,000 for each of fiscal
years 2020 through 2024 and inserting
¢‘$22,334,000 for each of fiscal years 2020
through 2024, and $24,334,000 for each of fiscal
years 2025 through 2029,

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EDWARDS). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON)
and the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. PALLONE) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6960, the Emergency Medical Services
for Children Reauthorization Act led
by Representative CARTER.

Recent data from the Health Re-
sources and Services Administration
suggests that emergency departments
with high pediatric readiness have
lower mortality rates among children
with critical illness. This data also
found that more than 1,400 pediatric
deaths may have been avoided had all
the surveyed emergency departments
been well prepared.

H.R. 6960 reauthorizes the Emergency
Medical Services for Children program,
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which provides support to States and
schools of medicine to expand and im-
prove emergency care for children.

This bill will continue support for
this critical program and help prevent
avoidable pediatric deaths. I encourage
my colleagues to support this bill, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6960, the Emergency Medical Services
for Children Reauthorization Act spon-
sored by Representatives Castor and
Carter.

The Emergency Medical Services for
Children program works in commu-
nities across the country to improve
the quality of pediatric medical care.
We know that children have unique
needs in emergency situations and that
treating children requires specialized
skills, training, and equipment.

The Emergency Medical Services for
Children Reauthorization Act will re-
authorize this important program. This
bill will allow the program to continue
supporting improvements such as add-
ing child-appropriate equipment in am-
bulances and emergency departments,
providing training to paramedics and
first responders, and improving the
systems that allow for efficient and ef-
fective pediatric emergency medical
care. The program also funds research
to set the standards for pediatric emer-
gency care and to assess the current
capabilities of healthcare systems.

Now, this program has been a suc-
cess. It has helped to reduce pediatric
injury-related death rates by more
than 40 percent since it began four dec-
ades ago.
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This bill will ensure that the pro-
gram can continue building on this
work for another 5 years, so I hope my
colleagues will join me in this effort to
strengthen and expand emergency med-
ical services for children in each State.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes” on H.R. 6960, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in strong support of my
bill, H.R. 6960, the Emergency Medical
Services for Children Reauthorization
Act of 2024.

As a healthcare professional serving
in Congress, my goal is to increase the
accessibility, affordability, and quality
of healthcare for all patients, including
children. That is why I am proud to
sponsor the bipartisan Emergency Med-
ical Services for Children Reauthoriza-
tion Act, which will improve emer-
gency care for children.

This bill reauthorizes the Emergency
Medical Services for Children program,
which focuses on addressing the unique
needs of children in emergency medical
systems with the ultimate goal of re-
ducing the prevalence of morbidity and
mortality in children. For nearly four
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decades, the Emergency Medical Serv-
ices for Children program has been the
only Federal grant program specifi-
cally focused on addressing the needs
of children in emergency medical sys-
tems.

As we know today, children have spe-
cial healthcare needs. Whether chil-
dren require emergency care following
a car crash or when falling ill in the
middle of the night with nowhere else
to turn, our emergency medical system
needs to have staff trained to treat
children. A major part of that is pro-
viding the resources to equip
healthcare professionals with the right
size medical tools.

As a pharmacist, I understand how
critical it is that children receive care
that is specialized to their unique
needs. That is why I am proud to be
leading the reauthorization of the
Emergency Medical Services for Chil-
dren program, which has proven to be
an effective approach for saving Amer-
ica’s children.

The authorization of the Emergency
Medical Services for Children program
is set to lapse on September 30 if Con-
gress does not reauthorize it. That is
why we are strongly urging Congress to
reauthorize this program through 2029
without any disruption to it.

I thank Representatives CASTOR,
JOYCE, and SCHRIER for working with
me on this important issue, and I urge
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. CAS-
TOR), the Democratic sponsor of the
bill and ranking member of our O&I
Subcommittee.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Mr. PALLONE for yielding the
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6960, the Emergency Medical Services
for Children Reauthorization Act. I am
proud to lead the effort with the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER), my
good friend.

Mr. Speaker, children and adoles-
cents require unique emergency care,
and Congress can ensure the best med-
ical outcomes when we pass this reau-
thorization.

In Congress, I serve as the co-chair of
the Children’s Health Care Caucus,
where we focus on the unique
healthcare needs of our kids, and that
includes care in times of emergency.
That is why this bill is so important.

It is a bipartisan, bicameral bill that
would reauthorize EMSC for another 5
years at increased funding levels. It
passed the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee unanimously earlier
in the year.

It has worked for 40 years to improve
care for young patients, saving lives
and improving health outcomes. It
really is one of the cornerstones of pe-
diatric care across America because it
gives all providers a playbook for the
best ways to treat children in an emer-
gency every day and in every State and
territory.
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My local providers in Florida are
leading the way. In Florida, EMSC has
served 4.3 million children and their
families, providing resources to 320
EMS agencies and 335 emergency de-
partments. When that monster storm,
Hurricane Ian, slammed into the State
in 2022, it resulted in the evacuation of
81 critically ill neonatal and pediatric
patients from local hospitals. We knew
then that the transport vehicles were
properly equipped for children thanks
to Florida EMSC Safe Transport. Using
EMSC funding, the Florida EMSC Dis-
aster Response Committee has also de-
veloped a pediatric mass-casualty
triage tool. They have distributed it
across the State.

Florida EMSC was able to develop
and distribute more than 2,300 commu-
nications cards for children who speak
Spanish or Haitian Creole, or who may
be nonverbal, to help healthcare profes-
sionals communicate with them di-
rectly during an emergency.

The results speak for themselves. Na-
tionally, pediatric injury-related death
rates have decreased by more than 40
percent because of this initiative. That
is why it is important to reauthorize it
today.

Mr.
vote.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. JOYCE).

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, there is a saying in the
medical field that children are not just
small adults. Children have unique
medical needs, and ensuring that they
receive the correct care from the mo-
ment that an ambulance is called is
critical in helping to save individual
lives.

For decades, the Emergency Medical
Services for Children Reauthorization
Act has helped to protect some of the
most vulnerable members of society
when they are in need. Any parent or
grandparent who has a child who is
sick will tell you that making sure
that they can recover is the most im-
portant thing in their world.

Reauthorizing the EMSC program
will help provide tailored medical
equipment, increase training materials
for paramedics and EMTs, and develop
educational materials that cover every
aspect of pediatric emergency care.

Since this program was first enacted,
pediatric injury-related death rates
have fallen by more than 40 percent,
and we can only hope and pray that
this recovery rate continues to fall.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this vital legisla-
tion.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, we need to reauthorize
this program. It is successful in reduc-
ing pediatric injury-related deaths, so
it should be reauthorized for another 5
years.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Speaker, I encourage a ‘‘yes”
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Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage a ‘‘yes’ vote on this bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
BucsHON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6960.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

SETTING CONSUMER STANDARDS
FOR LITHIUM-ION BATTERIES ACT

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1797) to require the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to promul-
gate a consumer product safety stand-
ard with respect to rechargeable lith-
ium-ion batteries used in micro-
mobility devices, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1797

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Setting Con-
sumer Standards for Lithium-Ion Batteries
Act”.

SEC. 2. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFET
FOR CERTAIN BATTERIES.

(a) CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY STANDARD
REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission shall promul-
gate, under section 553 of title 5, United States
Code, a final consumer product safety standard
for rechargeable lithium-ion batteries used in
micromobility devices, including electric bicycles
and electric scooters, to protect against the risk
of fires caused by such batteries.

(2) INCLUSION OF RELATED EQUIPMENT.—The
standard promulgated under paragraph (1) shall
include requirements with respect to equipment
related to or used with rechargeable lithium-ion
batteries used in micromobility devices, includ-
ing battery chargers, charging cables, external
terminals on battery packs, external terminals
on micromobility devices, and free-standing sta-
tions used for recharging.

(b) CPSC DETERMINATION OF SCOPE.—In pro-
mulgating the standard under subsection (a),
the Commission shall determine the types of
products subject to the standard and shall en-
sure that such products are—

(1) within the jurisdiction of the Commission;
and

(2) reasonably mecessary to include to protect
against the risk of fires.

(c) MODIFICATIONS.—At any time after the
promulgation of the standard under subsection
(a), the Commission may, through a rulemaking
under section 553 of title 5, United States Code,
modify the requirements of the standard.

(d) TREATMENT OF STANDARD.—A standard
promulgated under this section, including a
modification of such standard, shall be treated
as a consumer product safety rule promulgated

STANDARD
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under section 9 of the Consumer Product Safety
Act (15 U.S.C. 2058).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1797, the Setting Consumer Standards
for Lithium-Ion Batteries Act.

It is important that the House pass
this legislation because when lithium-
ion batteries are poorly made—usually
ones that come from China, I might
add—lack adequate safety standards,
are charged improperly, or are dam-
aged, they are prone to ignite a fire.

The associated fires may be accom-
panied by explosions and the release of
toxic gas, causing significant injuries
to consumers. We cannot let that hap-
pen.

As these micromobility devices have
risen in popularity, the use of lithium-
ion batteries has increased, as has the
use of counterfeit or unsafe batteries
coming from China, creating the need
for a Federal safety standard.

H.R. 1797 would require the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to issue a
consumer product safety standard for
rechargeable lithium-ion batteries used
in micromobility devices to protect
against the risk of fires.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representatives
Garbarino and Torres, and others from
New York such as Representative
CLARKE, and all other Members, for
leading this important bipartisan ef-
fort to protect citizens and first re-
sponders.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this necessary piece of legisla-
tion, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 1797, the Setting Consumer
Standards for Lithium-Ion Batteries
Act.

This bill will protect Americans from
fires from lithium-ion batteries. It re-
quires the Consumer Product Safety
Commission to create a safety standard
for rechargeable lithium-ion batteries
in micromobility devices, like electric
bicycles and scooters.

Fires caused by faulty or misused
batteries are increasing throughout
our Nation. As just one example, be-
tween 2019 and 2023, the Fire Depart-
ment of the City of New York reported
more than 400 fires, 300 injuries, and 12
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deaths from fires caused by lithium-ion
batteries in New York City alone.

Just a few weeks ago, two people and
a cat had to be rescued from a Bridge-
water, New Jersey, apartment, not far
from my district, because of a fire
caused by an electric bicycle battery.
After all of these accidents, right now,
there is no Federal standard to ensure
the products on the market are safe.

As electric bikes and scooters grow
in popularity, we must act to guar-
antee a strong Federal safety standard
for lithium-ion batteries. Consumers
deserve to feel confident that the prod-
ucts that they see for sale are thor-
oughly tested and safe, and this legisla-
tion would do just that.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TORRES),
the main sponsor of this bill, for his
leadership on this issue. I also thank
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
CLARKE) for championing this bill in
our committee.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
TORRES), the sponsor of this bill.

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in strong support of my
bipartisan legislation titled Setting
Consumer Standards for Lithium-Ion
Batteries Act.

I am grateful for the support of Chair
RODGERS, Ranking Member PALLONE,
and all the members of the Energy and
Commerce Committee. I am also grate-
ful for the partnership of Congress
Members YVETTE CLARKE and ANDREW
GARBARINO.

At the core of our Ilegislative
progress has been the indefatigable ad-
vocacy of the FDNY, the Nation’s pre-
mier fire department.

The sheer speed and scale of the de-
struction that a lithium-ion battery
fire can bring to communities like
mine is nothing short of staggering. In
the Bronx, we saw one of our few neigh-
borhood supermarkets, 2096 Grand Con-
course, reduced to complete rubble at
the hands of a five-alarm fire caused by
a malfunctioning lithium-ion battery.

Lithium-ion battery fires are hap-
pening with greater frequency and fe-
rocity in America. Indeed, New York
City, in particular, has emerged as the
epicenter of lithium-ion battery fires,
which have grown exponentially, from
more than 30 in 2019 to more than 40 in
2020, to more than 100 in 2021, to more
than 200 in 2022. In the span of just 4
years, America’s largest city has seen a
900 percent surge in lithium-ion bat-
teries, creating an unprecedented crisis
in fire safety.

Poorly manufactured lithium-ion
batteries, largely imported from China,
are hidden ticking time bombs waiting
to detonate in American homes and
communities. The fire hazard here has
become too glaring to ignore.
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The House of Representatives is
poised to pass bipartisan legislation
that would finally empower the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission to
set long-overdue mandatory safety
standards for the manufacturing of
lithium-ion batteries in e-mobility de-
vices. In passing legislation so urgently
needed, we are upholding our most sol-
emn obligation: public safety.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, the
gentleman is correct, the sponsor of
the bill. We are upholding this very im-
portant need. We are moving forward
because we have a chairman and a
ranking member that worked very hard
to address these issues and move them
forward. Let’s get this done as soon as
possible.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage a ‘‘yes”
vote on this particular bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think I can
stress enough the importance of this
bill as Mr. TORRES has related. These
fires and these problems are getting
worse all the time, so we have to set a
standard.

I urge my colleagues on a bipartisan,
unanimous basis to support this bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this
particular bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1797, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

on

———————

CONSUMER SAFETY TECHNOLOGY
ACT

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4814) to direct the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to estab-
lish a pilot program to explore the use
of artificial intelligence in support of
the mission of the Commission and to
direct the Secretary of Commerce and
the Federal Trade Commission to study
and report on the use of blockchain
technology and digital tokens, respec-
tively, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4814

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “‘Consumer Safety Technology Act’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Definitions.

TITLE [—ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND
CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY

Sec. 101. Short title.

Sec. 102. Pilot program for use of artificial in-
telligence by Consumer Product Safety
Commission.

TITLE II—BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY
INNOVATION

Sec. 201. Short title.
Sec. 202. Study on blockchain technology and
its use in consumer protection.

TITLE III—-TOKEN TAXONOMY

Sec. 301. Short title.

Sec. 302. Findings.

Sec. 303. Report on unfair or deceptive acts or
practices in transactions relating to to-
kens.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘consumer product’ has the
meaning given such term in section 3(a) of the
Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C.
2052(a));

(2) the term “‘Secretary’ means the Secretary
of Commerce; and

(3) the term ‘‘token’ means a transferrable,
digital representation of information recorded
on a blockchain or other distributed ledger tech-
nology.

TITLE1 ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND
CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETy
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the “AI for Con-
sumer Product Safety Act’.

SEC. 102. PILOT PROGRAM FOR USE OF ARTIFI-
CIAL INTELLIGENCE By CONSUMER
PRODUCT SAFEZs COMMISSION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Consumer Product Safety Commission shall es-
tablish a pilot program to explore the use of ar-
tificial intelligence by the Commission in sup-
port of the consumer product safety mission of
the Commission, as described in section 2(b) of
the Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C.
2051(b)).

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting the pilot
program established under subsection (a), the
Commission shall do the following:

(1) Use artificial intelligence for at least 1 of
the following purposes:

(A) Tracking trends with respect to injuries
involving consumer products.

(B) Identifying consumer product hazards.

(C) Monitoring the retail marketplace (includ-
ing internet websites) for the sale of recalled
consumer products (including both new and
used products).

(D) Identifying consumer products required by
section 17(a) of the Consumer Product Safety
Act (15 U.S.C. 2066(a)) to be refused admission
into the customs territory of the United States.

(2) Consistent with section 6 of the Consumer
Product Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2055), consult
with the following:

(4) Technologists, data scientists, and experts
in artificial intelligence and machine learning.

(B) Cybersecurity experts.

(C) Members of the retail industry.

(D) Consumer product manufacturers.

(E) Consumer product safety organizations.

(F) Any other person the Commission con-
siders appropriate.

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1
year after the conclusion of the pilot program
established under subsection (a), the Consumer
Product Safety Commission shall submit to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the
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House of Representatives and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate, and make publicly available on the
website of the Commission, a report on the find-
ings and data derived from such program, in-
cluding the extent to which the use of artificial
intelligence improved the ability of the Commis-
sion to advance the consumer product safety
mission of the Commission.

TITLE I BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOQ\

INNOVATION
SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Blockchain In-
novation Act”.

SEC. 202. STUI% ON BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOG
AND ITS USE IN CONSUMER PROTEC-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) STUDY REQUIRED.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Commerce, in consultation with the
Federal Trade Commission and any other Fed-
eral agency the Secretary determines appro-
priate, shall complete a study on the possible
uses of blockchain technology for consumer pro-
tection purposes, including preventing or miti-
gating fraud and other unfair or deceptive acts
or practices.

(2) REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDY.—In conducting
the study required by paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall examine—

(A) existing and emerging uses of blockchain
technology that could help protect consumers,
including by preventing or mitigating fraud and
other unfair or deceptive acts or practices with-
in the meaning of section 5 of the Federal Trade
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 45);

(B) trends in the commercial use of and in-
vestment in blockchain technology to prevent or
mitigate fraud and other unfair or deceptive
acts or practices as described in subparagraph
(4);

(C) best practices in facilitating public-private
partnerships in blockchain technology to pre-
vent or mitigate fraud and other unfair or de-
ceptive acts or practices as described in subpara-
graph (A);

(D) potential benefits and risks related to the
use of blockchain technology to prevent or miti-
gate fraud and other unfair or deceptive acts or
practices as described in subparagraph (A);

(E) possible modifications to Federal regula-
tions that could encourage the use of blockchain
technology to prevent or mitigate fraud and
other unfair or deceptive acts or practices as de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); and

(F) any other relevant observations or rec-
ommendations related to the use of blockchain
technology for consumer protection purposes,
including preventing or mitigating fraud and
other unfair or deceptive acts or practices as de-
scribed in subparagraph (A).

(3) PUBLIC COMMENT.—In conducting the
study required by paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall provide opportunity for public comment
and advice relevant to conducting the study.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 6
months after the completion of the study re-
quired by subsection (a)(1), the Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate, and make publicly avail-
able on the website of the Department of Com-
merce, a report that contains the results of such
study.

TITLE IIl TOKEN TA ONOMy
SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Digital Tax-
onomy Act’’.

SEC. 302. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) it is important that the United States re-
mains a leader in innovation;

(2) tokens and blockchain technology are driv-
ing innovation and providing consumers with
increased choice and convenience;
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(3) the use of tokens and blockchain tech-
nology is likely to increase in the future;

(4) the Federal Trade Commission is respon-
sible for protecting consumers from unfair or de-
ceptive acts or practices, including relating to
tokens;

(5) the Commission has previously taken ac-
tion against unscrupulous companies and indi-
viduals that committed unfair or deceptive acts
or practices involving tokens; and

(6) to bolster the Commission’s ability to en-
force against unfair or deceptive acts or prac-
tices involving tokens, the Commission should
ensure staff have appropriate training and re-
sources to identify and pursue such cases.

SEC. 303. REPORT ON UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE
ACTS OR PRACTICES IN TRANS-
ACTIONS RELATING TO TOKENS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Federal Trade Commis-
sion shall submit to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate, and make pub-
licly available on the website of the Commission,
a report on—

(1) any actions taken by the Commission relat-
ing to unfair or deceptive acts or practices in
transactions relating to tokens;

(2) any other efforts of the Commission to pre-
vent unfair or deceptive acts or practices relat-
ing to tokens; and

(3) any recommendations by the Commission
for legislation that would improve the ability of
the Commission and other relevant Federal
agencies to further protect consumers from un-
fair or deceptive acts or practices in the token
marketplace.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material in the RECORD
on this particular bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I express my support for
H.R. 4814, the Consumer Safety Tech-
nology Act led by Representatives
S0TO, BURGESS, TRAHAN, and GUTHRIE.

It should be no surprise, Mr. Speaker,
that the global race for economic
dominance today is centered around
technology, specifically around emerg-
ing technologies like artificial intel-
ligence and blockchain.

Throughout this Congress, the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, led by
our chairwoman, CATHY MCMORRIS
RODGERS, and our ranking member, Mr.
PALLONE, has examined ways that the
U.S. can continue to lead in the devel-
opment and deployment of such tech-
nologies.

In our subcommittee, we have dis-
cussed the need to ensure America
leads the world and wins this critical
competition, particularly against our
adversaries, in this case, China, in
every field. This legislation will com-
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plement other initiatives we are under-
taking.

If enacted, H.R. 4814 would ensure our
consumer protection agencies stay up
to date with emerging technologies and
would encourage the use of emerging
technologies such as AI and blockchain
in support of product safety and con-
sumer protection.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
for their work on this particular piece
of legislation, and I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote
on H.R. 4814.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 4814, the Consumer Safety
Technology Act.

Our consumer protection agencies
play a critical role in ensuring unsafe
products do not enter the U.S. market.
Advancements in technology, espe-
cially as it relates to artificial intel-
ligence, have the potential to help al-
leviate the stress some of these agen-
cies may face in being underfunded and
understaffed.

H.R. 4814 would require the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to stay up
to date on new and emerging tech-
nologies by integrating them into their
daily agency functions. It also requires
the Federal Trade Commission to study
blockchain technologies and tokens.

Both the CPSC and the FTC do im-
portant work to protect all Americans
from dangerous products. While this
bill will help assist them in those ef-
forts, it is no replacement for properly
funding these agencies.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the main
sponsor of this bill, Representative
S0TO, a member of our committee, for
his leadership on this issue, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO), the
sponsor of this bill.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of my bill, the Con-
sumer Safety Technology Act, H.R.
4814.

It directs the Consumer Product
Safety Commission to launch a pilot
program to explore the use of artificial
intelligence to track injury trends,
identify hazards, monitor recalls, and
identify products not meeting importa-
tion requirements.

It also requires the Department of
Commerce and other agencies to study
blockchain technology in the context
of consumer products and safety. It
also directs the Department of Com-
merce and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion to report on their efforts to ad-
dress unfair and deceptive trade prac-
tices related to digital tokens and to
promote innovation.

We heard in committee, Mr. Speaker,
that the crooks are already using AI on
the internet and that we need the cops
on the beat to have artificial intel-
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ligence as well to keep our consumers
safe.

Let’s think about it. The internet is
nearly infinite, and so are the ways to
push unsafe products and put con-
sumers in harm’s way. That is why the
Federal Trade Commission testified be-
fore our committee that the use of ar-
tificial intelligence would help them
protect consumers by tracking trends
of injuries involving a myriad of con-
sumer products. Thousands of injuries
happen each day. It helps with identi-
fying consumer product hazards, cat-
egorizing them, and monitoring the
sale of recalled consumer products.
Think of how much commerce happens
every day in America. It helps to iden-
tify consumer products that do not
meet the importation requirements.

It also requires a report to Congress
on how and to what extent artificial in-
telligence improved the agency’s abil-
ity to advance its mission.

The FTC also testified it would help
them save money in that it would be a
really economic and efficient way to
deploy other members of the FTC to go
after other areas. I do agree with the
ranking member that that is no sub-
stitute for making sure they have the
full funding that they need.

In addition, the blockchain tech-
nology study directs the Department of
Commerce to study the applications of
blockchain and to address fraud and
unfair and deceptive trade practices.
Blockchain can be used in so many dif-
ferent ways, whether it is through
cryptocurrency, through storing data,
through cybersecurity, or through
communications. Of course, this should
be done in consultation with the Fed-
eral Trade Commission, the FTC.

Finally, we have commissioned the
Federal Trade Commission to report to
Congress on unfair and deceptive trade
practices relating to tokens. We have
also seen a need to protect consumers
and promote innovation. We eventually
need rules of the road, and this is help-
ing get us there with blockchain. We
need more certainty so we can have
growth in both blockchain and
cryptocurrency firms in the United
States, giving them an understanding
and certainty of the laws and their ob-
ligations, and also to protect con-
sumers from scams like pump and
dump, whitewashing, and other finan-
cial schemes.

Mr. Speaker, for that and more, I am
thrilled to be able to have this bill be
heard on the floor, and I thank my col-
leagues, Representatives BURGESS,
TRAHAN, GUTHRIE, CASTOR, my fellow
Floridian, Chairman GUS BILIRAKIS,
and our Ranking Member FRANK PAL-
LONE for including this on the agenda
today.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
support for this bill on both sides. It is
obviously an important consumer safe-
ty bill, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, this is
a great deal. These bills aren’t high-
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profile bills, but they are very impor-
tant. They affect our constituents di-
rectly, and we have to stay ahead of
the crooks.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I encourage
a ‘‘yes’” vote on this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 4814, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘“A bill to direct the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission to
establish a pilot program to explore
the use of artificial intelligence in sup-
port of the mission of the Commission
and to direct the Secretary of Com-
merce and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion to study and report on the use of
blockchain technology and tokens, re-
spectively.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE MAN-
UFACTURING FEASIBILITY ACT

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5390) to direct the Secretary of
Commerce to conduct a study on the
feasibility of manufacturing in the
United States products for critical in-
frastructure sectors, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5390

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Critical In-
frastructure Manufacturing Feasibility
Act”.

SEC. 2. STUDY ON CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
MANUFACTURING IN THE UNITED
STATES.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall conduct a study
to—

(1) identify, within each critical infrastruc-
ture sector, any product that is in high de-
mand and is being imported due to a manu-
facturing, material, or supply chain con-
straint in the United States;

(2) analyze the costs and benefits of manu-
facturing in the United States any product
identified under paragraph (1), including any
effects on—

(A) jobs, employment rates, and labor con-
ditions in the United States; and

(B) the cost of the product;

(3) identify any product identified under
paragraph (1) that feasibly may be manufac-
tured in the United States; and

(4) analyze the feasibility of, and any im-
pediments to, manufacturing any product
identified under paragraph (3) in—

(A) a rural area;

(B) an industrial park; or

(C) an industrial park in a rural area.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
18 months after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall—
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(1) submit to Congress a report containing
the results of the study required by sub-
section (a), with recommendations relating
to manufacturing in the United States prod-
ucts identified under subsection (a)(3); and

(2) make the report available to the public
on the website of the Department of Com-
merce.

(c) LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY.—This sec-
tion may not be construed to provide the
Secretary of Commerce with authority to
compel a person to provide information de-
scribed in this section.

(d) DEFINITION OF CRITICAL INFRASTRUC-
TURE SECTOR.—In this section, the term
“‘critical infrastructure sector” means each
of the 16 designated critical infrastructure
sectors identified in Presidential Policy Di-
rective 21 of February 12, 2013 (Critical Infra-
structure Security and Resilience).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material in the RECORD
on this particular bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
Critical Infrastructure Manufacturing
Feasibility Act, and I thank Represent-
ative MILLER-MEEKS, as well as Rep-
resentatives BUCSHON, KUSTER,
SCHRIER, and SPANBERGER for their
leadership on this particular piece of
legislation.

Manufacturing remains an essential
sector for the United States, not only
in terms of economic stability and
American job creation, but also to en-
sure global leadership in areas like de-
veloping and deploying emerging tech-
nologies.

With that in mind, it is important
that the United States examines where
barriers exist for manufacturing in the
U.S., in particular, manufacturing crit-
ical products that are in high demand
in the United States. Failure to do so
may cause companies offering products
and services to become reliant upon
countries like China for critical com-
ponents and goods necessary for those
products and services.

Instead, we should be analyzing ways
to feasibly manufacture these products
here at home. I am strongly supportive
of finding pathways forward to increase
our capacity to manufacture products
domestically here in the United States.
In fact, I am the co-chair of the newly
formed Domestic Pharmaceutical Man-
ufacturing Caucus with my colleague
and good friend, BuDDY CARTER, and we
are looking at ways to bring back
American manufacturing of Dbio-
pharmaceuticals here in the TUnited
States, as well.
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I thank all of my colleagues here, but
Dr. MILLER-MEEKS in particular, for
their important work on H.R. 5390. This
legislation will help the United States
identify the pathway to secure leader-
ship in domestic manufacturing and in-
novation and protect economic and na-
tional security.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this particular bill sponsored
by my good friend, Dr. MILLER-MEEKS,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
5390, the Critical Infrastructure Manu-
facturing Feasibility Act.

Our Nation’s manufacturing base was
once the envy of the world, but unfor-
tunately, it has faced steady headwinds
for the last several decades. The United
States’ share of global manufacturing
activity has declined from 28 percent in
2002 to less than 16 percent in 2021. In-
vestments in America’s small and me-
dium manufacturers, the bedrock of
our industrial might, has also declined
over the last 20 years by more than $200
billion. This has also resulted in our
domestic manufacturing base shedding
more than 4 million jobs.

Fortunately, the work we did last
Congress in passing the bipartisan in-
frastructure law, the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, and the Chips and Science
Act are already helping to turn the
tide. Our Nation added nearly 800,000
manufacturing jobs during President
Biden’s first 20 months in office. Total
construction spending on manufac-
turing in this time has skyrocketed to
nearly $200 billion per month, more
than doubling prepandemic levels.

H.R. 5390, the Critical Infrastructure
Manufacturing Feasibility Act, will
further support America’s manufac-
turing renaissance by commissioning
the Department of Commerce to study
the costs, benefits, and feasibility of
manufacturing products within critical
infrastructure sectors in the United
States.

I thank Representatives MILLER-
MEEKS, SPANBERGER, KUSTER, and
BucsHON for their bipartisan work and
leadership on this issue, and I urge my
colleagues to support this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS), my good
friend.

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I thank my colleague, Representative
BILIRAKIS, for yielding me time to en-
thusiastically support my legislation,
H.R. 5390, the Critical Infrastructure
Manufacturing Feasibility Act.

As we gather on the House floor, the
urgency of this legislation has only in-
tensified since its consideration in
committee, and the challenges facing
our manufacturing sector grow more
acute. The global supply chain disrup-
tions that have plagued us in recent
years, especially during the pandemic,
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have not abated. If anything, they have
deepened.

Record-level inflation and the spec-
ter of foreign adversaries exerting
undue influence over our vital indus-
tries loom even larger. Our dependence
on foreign sources for critical goods is
a vulnerability we can ill afford. The
concentration of supply chains in the
hands of nations like China or the Chi-
nese Communist Party leaves us ex-
posed to the whims of geopolitical
forces beyond our control. It imperils
not just our economic prosperity but
our national security, as well.

In the face of these threats, the im-
perative for action is clear. We must
strengthen our domestic supply chain
resiliency, bolstering our capacity to
manufacture essential goods right here
at home.

H.R. 5390 represents a crucial step in
this direction. By directing the Sec-
retary of Commerce to explore the fea-
sibility of manufacturing critical infra-
structure goods within our borders,
particularly in rural communities like
those in Iowa, this bill charts a course
toward greater self-reliance and secu-
rity.

Let us be clear: This is not just about
mitigating risk. It is about seizing op-
portunity. By investing in domestic
manufacturing, we can revitalize com-
munities, create good-paying jobs, and
unleash the innovative potential of the
American workforce.

This legislation is not a panacea, nor
does it claim to be. It is a starting
point, a declaration of our intent to re-
claim control over our economic des-
tiny. It is a vital starting point, one
that merits our full-throated support.

I am proud to have joined forces with
my colleagues in introducing this bi-
partisan bill. Let us stand together in
support of H.R. 5390, and in doing so,
let us reaffirm our commitment to the
strength and resilience of the Amer-
ican economy.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in voting for this critical legis-
lation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers, and I continue
to reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BUCSHON), a physician who we
are going to miss greatly. He has done
a great job on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, and he is a great
friend.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Chairman BILIRAKIS for those kind re-
marks.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of Dr.
MILLER-MEEKS’ bill, the Critical Infra-
structure Manufacturing Feasibility
Act, which I am proud to co-lead.

Indiana is an extremely manufac-
turing-intensive State, home to more
than 546,000 manufacturing jobs. This
means that supply chain disruptions in
recent years have been especially dam-
aging for the Hoosier State.

This bipartisan legislation will direct
the Department of Commerce to study
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which products in critical sectors are
being imported due to manufacturing
and supply chain constraints. Based on
this study, the Department will de-
velop recommendations on how to
stand up production capabilities in the
U.S. in rural areas. Expanding our
manufacturing capabilities in rural
areas will help prevent supply chain
shocks from occurring.

I thank Dr. MILLER-MEEKS and other
sponsors of this bill for their leader-
ship, and I urge all of my colleagues to
support this important legislation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
that we support this important legisla-
tion on both sides of the aisle, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I en-
courage a ‘‘yes’ vote on this critical
piece of legislation, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5390.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PROMOTING RESILIENT SUPPLY
CHAINS ACT OF 2023

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6571) to establish a critical supply
chain resiliency and crisis response
program in the Department of Com-
merce, and to secure American leader-

ship in deploying emerging tech-
nologies, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 6571

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘““Promoting Resilient Supply Chains Act of
2023 .

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Additional responsibilities of Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Indus-
try and Analysis.

Critical supply chain resiliency and cri-
Sis respomse program.

Critical supply chain innovation and
best practices.

Department of Commerce capability as-
sessment.

Definitions.

ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF AS-
SISTANT SECRET.: OF COMMERCE
FOR INDUST@, AND ANAI,), SIS.

(a) ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES.—In addi-
tion to the responsibilities of the Assistant Sec-
retary on the day before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Assistant Secretary shall
have the following responsibilities:

(1) Promote the leadership of the United
States with respect to critical industries, critical
supply chains, and emerging technologies that—

Sec. 3.

Sec. 4.

Sec. 5.

Sec. 6.
SEC. 2.
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(A) strengthen the national security of the
United States; and

(B) have a significant effect on the economic
security of the United States.

(2) Encourage consultation with other agen-
cies, covered mongovernmental representatives,
industry, institutions of higher education, and
State and local governments in order to—

(A) promote resilient critical supply chains;
and

(B) identify, prepare for, and respond to sup-
ply chain shocks to—

(i) critical industries;

(ii) critical supply chains; and

(iii) emerging technologies.

(3) Encourage the growth and competitiveness
of United States productive capacities and man-
ufacturing in the United States of emerging
technologies.

(4) Monitor the resilience, diversity, security,
and strength of critical supply chains and crit-
ical industries (including critical industries for
emerging technologies).

(5) Support the availability of critical goods
from domestic manufacturers, domestic enter-
prises, and manufacturing operations in coun-
tries that are an ally or key international part-
ner nation.

(6) Assist the Federal Government in pre-
paring for and responding to supply chain
shocks to critical supply chains, including by
improving flexible manufacturing capacities and
capabilities in the United States.

(7) Consistent with United States obligations
under international agreements, encourage and
incentivize the reduced reliance of domestic en-
terprises and domestic manufacturers on critical
goods from countries that are described in
clause (i) or (ii) of section 6(2)(B).

(8) Encourage the relocation of manufacturing
facilities that manufacture critical goods from
countries that are described in clause (i) or (ii)
of section 6(2)(B) to the United States and coun-
tries that are an ally or key international part-
ner nation to stremngthen the resilience, diver-
sity, security, and strength of critical supply
chains.

(9) Support the creation of jobs with competi-
tive wages in the United States manufacturing
sector.

(10) Encourage manufacturing growth and op-
portunities in rural and underserved commu-
nities.

(11) Promote the health of the economy of the
United States and the competitiveness of manu-
facturing in the United States.

(b) CAPABILITIES AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT.—
In carrying out subsection (a), the Assistant
Secretary—

(1) shall establish capabilities to—

(A) assess the state of technology, innovation,
and production capacity in the United States
and other countries; and

(B) conduct other activities that the Assistant
Secretary considers to be critical for the use of
analytic capabilities, statistics, datasets, and
metrics related to critical technologies and inno-
vation; and

(2) may utilize external organizations to pro-
vide independent and objective technical sup-
port.

SEC. 3. CRITICAL SUPPIN CHAIN RESILIENQ
AND CRISIS RESPONSE PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Assistant Secretary shall establish in the De-
partment of Commerce a critical supply chain
resiliency and crisis response program to con-
duct the activities described in subsection (b).

(b) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the program,
the Assistant Secretary shall conduct activi-
ties—

(1) in coordination with the unified coordina-
tion group established under subsection (c), to—

(A) map, monitor, and model critical supply
chains, including critical supply chains for
emerging technologies, which may include—

(i) modeling the impact of supply chain shocks
on critical industries (including critical indus-
tries for emerging technologies), critical supply
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chains, domestic enterprises, and domestic man-
ufacturers;

(ii) monitoring the demand for and supply of
critical goods, production equipment, and man-
ufacturing technology needed for critical supply
chains, including critical goods, production
equipment, and manufacturing technology ob-
tained by or purchased from a person outside of
the United States or imported into the United
States; and

(iii) monitoring manufacturing, warehousing,
transportation, and distribution related to crit-
ical supply chains;

(B) identify high priority gaps and
vulnerabilities, which may include single points
of failure, in critical supply chains and critical
industries (including critical industries for
emerging technologies) that—

(i) exist as of the date of the enactment of this
Act; or

(i) are anticipated to occur after the date of
the enactment of this Act;

(C) identify potential supply chain shocks to
a critical supply chain that may disrupt, strain,
compromise, or eliminate the critical supply
chain (including supply chains involving emerg-
ing technologies);

(D) evaluate the capability and capacity of
domestic manufacturers or manufacturers lo-
cated in countries that are an ally or key inter-
national partner nation to serve as sources for
critical goods, production equipment, or manu-
facturing technology needed in critical supply
chains (including supply chains involving
emerging technologies);

(E) evaluate the effect on the national secu-
rity and economic competitiveness of the United
States, including on consumer prices, job losses,
and wages, that may result from the disruption,
strain, compromise, or elimination of a critical
supply chain;

(F) evaluate the state of the manufacturing
workforce, including by—

(i) identifying the needs of domestic manufac-
turers; and

(ii) identifying opportunities to create high-
quality manufacturing jobs; and

(G) identify investments in critical goods, pro-
duction equipment, and manufacturing tech-
nology from non-Federal sources;

(2) in coordination with State and local gov-
ernments and the unified coordination group es-
tablished under subsection (c), and, as appro-
priate, in consultation with countries that are
an ally or key international partner nation, to—

(4) identify opportunities to reduce gaps and
vulnerabilities in critical supply chains and crit-
ical industries (including critical industries for
emerging technologies);

(B) encourage consultation between the Fed-
eral Government, industry, covered nongovern-
mental representatives, institutions of higher
education, and State and local governments to—

(i) better respond to supply chain shocks to
critical supply chains and critical industries (in-
cluding critical industries for emerging tech-
nologies); and

(ii) coordinate response efforts to supply chain
shocks;

(C) encourage consultation between the Fed-
eral Government and the governments of coun-
tries that are an ally or key international part-
ner nation;

(D) develop or identify opportunities to build
the capacity of the United States in critical sup-
ply chains, critical industries, and emerging
technologies;

(E) develop or identify opportunities to build
the capacity of countries that are an ally or key
international partner nation in critical indus-
tries (including critical industries for emerging
technologies) and critical supply chains;

(F) develop contingency plans and coordina-
tion mechanisms to improve the response of crit-
ical supply chains and critical industry (includ-
ing critical industries for emerging technologies)
to supply chain shocks; and

(G) support methods and technologies, includ-
ing blockchain technology, distributed ledger
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technology, and other emerging technologies, as
appropriate, for the authentication and
traceability of critical goods;

(3) acting within the authority of the Sec-
retary that exists as of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, and in consultation with the
Secretary of State and the United States Trade
Representative, to consult with governments of
countries that are an ally or key international
partner nation to promote resilient critical sup-
ply chains that ensure the supply of critical
goods, production equipment, and manufac-
turing technology to the United States and com-
panies located in countries that are an ally or
key international partner nation;

(4) in consultation with other offices and divi-
sions of the Department of Commerce and other
agencies, to leverage existing authorities (as of
the date of the enactment of this Act) to encour-
age the resilience of supply chains of critical in-
dustries (including critical industries for emerg-
ing technologies); and

(5) to determine which emerging technologies
may assist in conducting the activities described
in this subsection and promote such emerging
technologies.

(c) UNIFIED COORDINATION GROUP.—In con-
ducting the activities described in subsection (b),
the Assistant Secretary shall—

(1) establish a unified coordination group led
by the Assistant Secretary, which shall include,
as appropriate, private sector partners and cov-
ered mongovernmental representatives, to serve
as a body for consultation by agencies described
in subsection (g) to plan for and respond to sup-
ply chain shocks and support the resilience, di-
versity, security, and strength of critical supply
chains;

(2) establish subgroups of the unified coordi-
nation group established under paragraph (1)
that shall be led by the head of an appropriate
agency; and

(3) through the unified coordination group es-
tablished under paragraph (1)—

(A) acquire on a voluntary basis technical,
engineering, and operational critical supply
chain information from the private sector, in a
manner that ensures any critical supply chain
information provided by the private sector is
kept confidential and is exempt from disclosure
under section 552(b)(3) of title 5, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘“‘Freedom of In-
formation Act”’);

(B) study the critical supply chain informa-
tion acquired under subparagraph (A) to assess
critical supply chains, including critical supply
chains for emerging technologies, and inform
planning for potential supply chain shocks;

(C) convene with relevant private sector enti-
ties to share best practices, planning, and capa-
bilities to respond to potential supply chain
shocks; and

(D) factor in any relevant findings from the
studies required by the American COMPETE
Act (title XV of division FF of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2021; Public Law 116-260;
134 Stat. 3276).

(d) INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION.—The Sec-
retary, in consultation with other relevant
agencies, may consult with governments of
countries that are an ally or key international
partner nation relating to enhancing the secu-
rity and resilience of critical supply chains in
response to supply chain shocks.

(e) DESIGNATIONS.—The Assistant Secretary
shall—

(1) not later than 270 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, designate—

(4) critical industries;

(B) critical supply chains; and

(C) critical goods;

(2) provide for a period of public comment and
review in carrying out paragraph (1); and

(3) update the designations made under para-
graph (1) not less frequently than once every 4
years, including designations for technologies
not described in section 6(12)(B) that the Assist-
ant Secretary considers necessary.
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(f) NATIONAL STRATEGY AND REVIEW ON CRIT-
ICAL SUPPLY CHAIN RESILIENCY AND MANUFAC-
TURING IN THE UNITED STATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and not
less frequently than once every 2 years there-
after, the Assistant Secretary, in consultation
with the head of each relevant agency, covered
nongovernmental representative, industry, insti-
tution of higher education, and State and local
government, shall submit to the relevant com-
mittees of Congress and post on the website of
the Assistant Secretary a report that—

(A) identifies—

(i) critical infrastructure that may assist in
fulfilling the responsibilities described in section
2;

(ii) emerging technologies that may assist in
fulfilling the responsibilities described in section
2 and carrying out the program, including such
technologies that may be critical to addressing
preparedness, weaknesses, and vulnerabilities
relating to critical supply chains;

(iii) critical industries, critical supply chains,
and critical goods designated under subsection
(e);

(iv) other supplies and services that are crit-
ical to the crisis preparedness of the United
States;

(v) substitutes for critical goods, production
equipment, and manufacturing technology;

(vi) methods and technologies, including
blockchain technology, distributed ledger tech-
nology, and other emerging technologies, as ap-
propriate,  for the  authentication and
traceability of critical goods; and

(vii) countries that are an ally or key inter-
national partner nation;

(B) describes the matters identified and evalu-
ated under subsection (b)(1), including—

(i) the manufacturing base, critical supply
chains, and emerging technologies in the United
States, including the manufacturing base and
critical supply chains for—

(1) critical goods;

(11) production equipment; and

(I11) manufacturing technology; and

(ii) the ability of the United States to—

(I) maintain readiness with respect to pre-
paring for and responding to supply chain
shocks; and

(II) in response to a supply chain shock—

(aa) surge production in critical industries;

(bb) surge production of critical goods and
production equipment; and

(cc) maintain access to critical goods, produc-
tion equipment, and manufacturing technology;

(C) assesses and describes—

(i) the demand and supply of critical goods,
production equipment, and manufacturing tech-
nology;

(ii) the production of critical goods, produc-
tion equipment, and manufacturing technology
by domestic manufacturers;

(iii) the capability and capacity of domestic
manufacturers and manufacturers in countries
that are an ally or key international partner
nation to manufacture critical goods, produc-
tion equipment, and manufacturing technology;
and

(iv) how supply chain shocks could affect
rural, Tribal, and underserved communities;

(D) identifies threats and supply chain shocks
that may disrupt, strain, compromise, or elimi-
nate critical supply chains, critical goods, and
critical industries (including critical industries
for emerging technologies);

(E) with regard to any threat identified under
subparagraph (D), lists any threat or supply
chain shock that may originate from a country,
or a company or individual from a country, that
is described in clause (i) or (ii) of section 6(2)(B);

(F) assesses—

(i) the resilience and capacity of the manufac-
turing base, critical supply chains, and work-
force of the United States and countries that are
an ally or key international partner nation that
can sustain critical industries (including critical
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industries for emerging technologies) through a
supply chain shock;

(ii) the effect innovation has on domestic
manufacturers; and

(iii) any single points of failure in the critical
supply chains described in clause (i);

(G) with respect to countries that are an ally
or key international partner nation, reviews the
sourcing of critical goods, production equip-
ment, and manufacturing technology associated
with critical industries located in such coun-
tries;

(H) assesses the flexible manufacturing capac-
ity and capability available in the United States
in the case of a supply chain shock; and

(1) develops a strategy for the Department of
Commerce to support the resilience, diversity, se-
curity, and strength of critical supply chains
and emerging technologies to—

(i) support sufficient access to critical goods
by mitigating vulnerabilities in critical supply
chains, including critical supply chains con-
centrated in countries that are described in
clause (i) or (ii) of section 6(2)(B);

(ii) consult with other relevant agencies to as-
sist countries that are an ally or key inter-
national partner nation in building capacity for
manufacturing critical goods;

(iii) recover from supply chain shocks;

(iv) identify, in consultation with other rel-
evant agencies, actions relating to critical sup-
ply chains or emerging technologies that the
United States may take to—

(1) raise living standards;

(11) increase employment opportunities; and

(I11) improve responses to supply chain
shocks;

(v) protect against supply chain shocks relat-
ing to critical supply chains from countries that
are described in clause (i) or (ii) of section
6(2)(B);

(vi) support methods and technologies, includ-
ing blockchain technology, distributed ledger
technologies, and other emerging technologies,
as appropriate, for the authentication and
traceability of critical goods; and

(vii) make specific recommendations to imple-
ment the strategy under this section and im-
prove the security and resiliency of manufac-
turing capacity and supply chains for critical
industries (including critical industries for
emerging technologies), by—

(1) developing long-term strategies;

(1) increasing visibility into the networks and
capabilities of domestic manufacturers and sup-
pliers of domestic manufacturers;

(I11) identifying industry best practices;

(IV) evaluating how diverse supplier net-
works, multi-platform and multi-region produc-
tion capabilities and sources, and integrated
global and regional critical supply chains can
enhance the resilience of—

(aa) critical industries in the United States;

(bb) emerging technologies in the United
States;

(cc) jobs in the United States;

(dd) manufacturing capabilities of the United
States; and

(ee) the access of the United States to critical
goods during a supply chain shock;

(V) identifying and mitigating risks, includ-
ing—

(aa) significant vulnerabilities to supply chain
shocks; and

(bb) exposure to gaps and vulnerabilities in
domestic capacity or capabilities and sources of
imports needed to sustain critical industries (in-
cluding critical industries for emerging tech-
nologies) or critical supply chains;

(V1) identifying enterprise resource planning
systems that are—

(aa) compatible across critical supply chain
tiers; and

(bb) affordable for all sizes of business and for
startups;

(VII) understanding the total cost of owner-
ship, total value contribution, and other best
practices that encourage strategic partnerships
throughout critical supply chains;
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(VIII) understanding Federal procurement op-
portunities to increase resilient critical supply
chains and fill gaps in domestic purchasing;

(IX) identifying opportunities to consult with
countries that are an ally or key international
partner nation to build more resilient critical
supply chains and mitigate risks;

(X) identifying opportunities to reuse and re-
cycle critical goods, including raw materials, to
increase resilient critical supply chains;

(XI) consulting with countries that are an
ally or key international partner nation on—

(aa) sourcing critical goods, production equip-
ment, and manufacturing technology; and

(bb) developing, sustaining, and expanding
production and availability of critical goods,
production equipment, and manufacturing tech-
nology during a supply chain shock;

(XII) identifying such other services as the
Assistant Secretary determines necessary; and

(XIII) providing guidance to other relevant
agencies with respect to critical goods, supply
chains, and critical industries (including critical
industries for emerging technologies) that
should be prioritized to ensure United States
leadership in the deployment of such tech-
nologies.

(2) PROHIBITION.—The report submitted under
paragraph (1) may not include—

(A) critical supply chain information that is
not aggregated;

(B) confidential business information of a pri-
vate sector entity; or

(C) classified information.

(3) FORM.—The report submitted under para-
graph (1), and any update submitted thereafter,
shall be submitted to the relevant committees of
Congress in unclassified form and may include a
classified annex.

(4) PUBLIC COMMENT.—The Assistant Sec-
retary shall provide for a period of public com-
ment and review in developing the report sub-
mitted under paragraph (1).

(9) CONSULTATION.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Assistant Secretary shall enter into an agree-
ment with the head of any relevant agency to
obtain any information, data, or assistance that
the Assistant Secretary determines necessary to
conduct the activities described in subsection
(D).
(h) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to require any private
entity—

(1) to share information with the Secretary or
Assistant Secretary;

(2) to request assistance from the Secretary or
Assistant Secretary; or

(3) to implement any measure or recommenda-
tion suggested by the Secretary or Assistant Sec-
retary in response to a request by the private
entity.

(i) PROTECTION OF VOLUNTARILY SHARED
CRITICAL SUPPLY CHAIN INFORMATION.—

(1) PROTECTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, critical supply chain informa-
tion (including the identity of the submitting
person or entity) that is voluntarily submitted
under this section to the Department of Com-
merce for use by the Department for purposes of
this section, when accompanied by an exrpress
statement specified in subparagraph (B)—

(i) shall be exempt from disclosure under sec-
tion 552(b)(3) of title 5, United States Code (com-
monly referred to as the ‘“Freedom of Informa-
tion Act”’);

(ii) is not subject to any agency rules or judi-
cial doctrine regarding ex parte communications
with a decision making official;

(iii) may mot, without the written consent of
the person or entity submitting such informa-
tion, be used directly by the Department of Com-
merce, any other Federal, State, or local author-
ity, or any third party, in any civil action aris-
ing under Federal or State law if such informa-
tion is submitted in good faith;

(iv) may not, without the written consent of
the person or entity submitting such informa-
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tion, be used or disclosed by any officer or em-
ployee of the United States for purposes other
than the purposes of this section, except—

(I) in furtherance of an investigation or the
prosecution of a criminal act; or

(II) when disclosure of the information would
be—

(aa) to either House of Congress, or to the ex-
tent of matter within its jurisdiction, any com-
mittee or subcommittee thereof, any joint com-
mittee thereof, or any subcommittee of any such
joint committee; or

(bb) to the Comptroller General of the United
States, or any authorized representative of the
Comptroller General, in the course of the per-
formance of the duties of the Government Ac-
countability Office;

(v) may not, if provided to a State or local
government or government agency—

(1) be made available pursuant to any State or
local law requiring disclosure of information or
records;

(I1) otherwise be disclosed or distributed to
any party by such State or local government or
government agency without the written consent
of the person or entity submitting such informa-
tion; or

(I11) be used other than for the purpose of
carrying out this section, or in furtherance of
an investigation or the prosecution of a criminal
act; and

(vi) does not constitute a waiver of any appli-
cable privilege or protection provided under law,
such as trade secret protection.

(B) EXPRESS STATEMENT.—The express state-
ment described in this subparagraph, with re-
spect to information or records, is—

(i) in the case of written information or
records, a written marking on the information
or records substantially similar to the following:
“This information is voluntarily submitted to
the Federal Government in expectation of pro-
tection from disclosure as provided by the provi-
sions of the Promoting Resilient Supply Chains
Act of 2023.”’; or

(i1) in the case of oral information, a written
statement similar to the statement described in
clause (i) submitted within a reasonable period
following the oral communication.

(2) LIMITATION.—No communication of critical
supply chain information to the Department of
Commerce made pursuant to this section may be
considered to be an action subject to the require-
ments of chapter 10 of title 5, United States
Code.

(3) INDEPENDENTLY OBTAINED INFORMATION.—
Nothing in this subsection may be construed to
limit or otherwise affect the ability of a State,
local, or Federal Government entity, agency, or
authority, or any third party, under applicable
law, to obtain critical supply chain information
in a manner not covered by paragraph (1), in-
cluding any information lawfully and properly
disclosed generally or broadly to the public and
to use such information in any manner per-
mitted by law. For purposes of this subsection a
permissible use of independently obtained infor-
mation includes the disclosure of such informa-
tion under section 2302(b)(8) of title 5, United
States Code.

(4) TREATMENT OF VOLUNTARY SUBMITTAL OF
INFORMATION.—The voluntary submittal to the
Department of Commerce of information or
records that are protected from disclosure by
this section may not be construed to constitute
compliance with any requirement to submit such
information to an agency under any other pro-
vision of law.

(5) INAPPLICABILITY TO SEMICONDUCTOR IN-
CENTIVE PROGRAM.—This subsection does not
apply to the voluntary submission of critical
supply chain information in an application for
Federal financial assistance under section 9902
of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021
(Public Law 116-283).

(7) SUNSET.—The program shall terminate not
later than the date that is 7 years after the date
of the enactment of this Act.
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SEC. 4. CRITICAL SUPPI) CHAIN INNOVATION
AND BEST PRACTICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Assistant Secretary
shall, on an ongoing basis, facilitate and sup-
port the development and dissemination of
guidelines, best practices, management strate-
gies, methodologies, procedures, and processes
for domestic manufacturers, domestic enter-
prises, and other entities manufacturing, pro-
curing, or using a critical good to—

(1) measure the resilience, diversity, security,
and strength of the critical supply chains of
such manufacturers, enterprises, and entities;

(2) quantify the value of improved resilience,
diversity, security, and strength of critical sup-
ply chains to such manufacturers, enterprises,
and entities;

(3) design and implement measures to reduce
the risks of disruption, strain, compromise, or
elimination of critical supply chains of such
manufacturers, enterprises, and entities; and

(4) support the authentication and
traceability of critical goods using blockchain
technology, distributed ledger technologies, and
other emerging technologies as appropriate.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the Assistant Secretary shall do the
following:

(1) Consult closely and regularly with rel-
evant private sector personnel and entities,
manufacturing extension centers established as
part of the Hollings Manufacturing Extension
Partnership, Manufacturing USA institutes as
described in section 34(d) of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology Act (15
U.S.C. 278s(d)), and other relevant stakeholders
and incorporate industry expertise.

(2) Consult with the heads of relevant agen-
cies (including agencies with jurisdiction over
critical supply chains), States, local govern-
ments, Tribal Governments, countries that are
an ally or key international partner nation, and
international organizations, as necessary.

(3) Collaborate with private sector stake-
holders to identify prioritized, flexible, repeat-
able, performance-based, and cost-effective crit-
ical supply chain resilience approaches that
may be voluntarily adopted by domestic manu-
facturers, domestic enterprises, and other enti-
ties manufacturing, procuring, or using a crit-
ical good to achieve the goals of subsection (a).

(4) Facilitate the design of—

(A) voluntary processes for selecting suppliers
that support the resilience, diversity, security,
and strength of critical supply chains; and

(B) methodologies to identify and mitigate the
effects of a disruption, strain, compromise, or
elimination of a critical supply chain.

(5) Facilitate the identification or application
of methods and technologies, including
blockchain technology, distributed ledger tech-
nologies, and other emerging technologies as ap-
propriate,  for the  authentication and
traceability of critical goods.

(6) Disseminate research and information to
assist domestic manufacturers redesign prod-
ucts, expand domestic manufacturing capacity,
and improve other capabilities as required to im-
prove the resilience, diversity, security, and
strength of critical supply chains.

(7) Incorporate relevant industry best prac-
tices.

(8) Consider the private sector,
small businesses.

(9) Leverage mechanisms that exist as of the
date of the enactment of this Act for the Federal
Government to provide critical supply chain so-
lutions (including manufacturing technology,
products, tools, and workforce development so-
lutions related to critical supply chain resil-
ience) to manufacturers, including small and
medium-siczed manufacturers.

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to—

(1) require any private entity to share infor-
mation with the Secretary or Assistant Sec-
retary;

(2) require any private entity to request assist-
ance from the Secretary or Assistant Secretary;

including
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(3) require any private entity to implement
any measure or recommendation suggested by
the Secretary or Assistant Secretary in response
to a request by the private entity; or

(4) require the adoption of any guideline, best
practice, management strategy, methodology,
procedure, or process described in subsection
(a).

SEC. 5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CAPABILIT,‘
ASSESSMENT.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—The Secretary shall
produce a report—

(1) identifying the duties, responsibilities, re-
sources, programs, and expertise within the of-
fices and bureaus of the Department of Com-
merce relevant to critical supply chain resilience
and manufacturing innovation;

(2) identifying and assessing the purpose,
legal authority, effectiveness, efficiency, and
limitations of each office or bureau identified
under paragraph (1); and

(3) providing recommendations to enhance the
activities related to critical supply chain resil-
ience and manufacturing innovation of the De-
partment of Commerce, including—

(A) improving the effectiveness, efficiency,
and impact of the offices and bureaus identified
under paragraph (1);

(B) coordination across offices and bureaus
identified under paragraph (1); and

(C) consultation with agencies implementing
similar activities related to critical supply chain
resilience and manufacturing innovation.

(b) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—Not later than 2
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the relevant
committees of Congress the report required by
subsection (a), along with a strategy to imple-
ment, as appropriate and as determined by the
Secretary, the recommendations contained in
the report.

SEC. 6. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’ has the
meaning given that term in section 551 of title 5,
United States Code.

(2) ALLY OR KEY INTERNATIONAL PARTNER NA-
TION.—The term “‘ally or key international part-
ner nation”’—

(A) means a country that is critical to ad-
dressing critical supply chain weaknesses and
vulnerabilities; and

(B) does not include—

(i) a country that poses a significant risk to
the national security or economic security of the
United States; or

(ii) a country that is described in section
503(b) of the RANSOMWARE Act (title V of di-
vision BB of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2023; Public Law 117-328; 136 Stat. 5564).

(3) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Assist-
ant Secretary’ means the Assistant Secretary of
Commerce assigned by the Secretary to direct
the office of Industry and Analysis.

(4) COVERED NONGOVERNMENTAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE.—The term ‘‘covered nongovernmental rep-
resentative’’ means a representative as specified
in the second sentence of section 135(b)(1) of the
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2155(b)(1)), except
that such term does not include a representative
of a non-Federal government.

(5) CRITICAL GOOD.—The term ‘‘critical good”
means any raw, in process, or manufactured
material (including any mineral, metal, or ad-
vanced processed material), article, commodity,
supply, product, or item for which an absence of
supply would have a significant effect on—

(4) the national security or economic security
of the United States; and

(B) either—

(i) critical infrastructure; or

(ii) an emerging technology.

(6) CRITICAL INDUSTRY.—The term ‘‘critical in-
dustry’ means an industry that—

(A) is critical for the national security or eco-
nomic security of the United States; and

(B) produces or procures a critical good.
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(7) CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term
“critical infrastructure’’ has the meaning given
that term in section 1016 of the Critical Infra-
structures Protection Act of 2001 (42 U.S.C.
5195¢).

(8) CRITICAL SUPPLY CHAIN.—The term ‘‘crit-
ical supply chain’ means a supply chain for a
critical good.

(9) CRITICAL SUPPLY CHAIN INFORMATION.—
The term ‘‘critical supply chain information’
means information that is not customarily in the
public domain and relates to—

(A) sustaining and adapting a critical supply
chain during a supply chain shock;

(B) critical supply chain risk mitigation and
recovery planning with respect to a supply
chain shock, including any planned or past as-
sessment, projection, or estimate of a vulner-
ability within the critical supply chain, includ-
ing testing, supplier network assessments, pro-
duction flexibility, risk evaluations, risk man-
agement planning, or risk audits; or

(C) operational best practices, planning, and
supplier partnerships that enable enhanced re-
silience of a critical supply chain during a sup-
ply chain shock, including response, repair, re-
covery, reconstruction, insurance, or continuity.

(10) DOMESTIC ENTERPRISE.—The term ‘‘do-
mestic enterprise’” means an enterprise that con-
ducts business in the United States and procures
a critical good.

(11) DOMESTIC MANUFACTURER.—The term
“‘domestic manufacturer’ means a business that
conducts in the United States the research and
development, engineering, or production activi-
ties mecessary for manufacturing a critical good.

(12) EMERGING TECHNOLOGY.—The term
“‘emerging technology’ means a technology that
is critical for the mational security or economic
security of the United States, including the fol-
lowing:

(A) Technologies included in the American
COMPETE Act (title XV of division FF of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021; Public
Law 116-260; 134 Stat. 3276).

(B) The following technologies:

(i) Artificial intelligence.

(ii) Automated vehicles and unmanned deliv-
ery systems.

(iit) Blockchain and other distributed ledger,
data storage, data management, and cybersecu-
rity technologies.

(iv) Quantum computing and quantum sens-
ing.
(v) Additive manufacturing.

(vi) Advanced manufacturing and the Inter-
net of Things.

(vii) Nano technology.

(viii) Robotics.

(ix) Microelectronics, optical fiber ray, and
high performance and advanced computer hard-
ware and software.

(x) Semiconductors.

(xi) Advanced materials science, including
composition 2D, other next generation materials,
and related manufacturing technologies.

(13) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘“institution of higher education’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001).

(14) MANUFACTURE.—The term ‘“‘manufacture’
means any activity that is necessary for the de-
velopment, production, processing, distribution,
or delivery of any raw, in process, or manufac-
tured material (including any mineral, metal,
and advanced processed material), article, com-
modity, supply, product, critical good, or item of
supply.

(15) MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGY.—The term
“manufacturing technology’” means a tech-
nology that is necessary for the manufacturing
of a critical good.

(16) PRODUCTION EQUIPMENT.—The term ‘‘pro-
duction equipment’ means any component, sub-
system, system, equipment, tooling, accessory,
part, or assembly necessary for the manufac-
turing of a critical good.

(17) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘program’ means
the critical supply chain resiliency and crisis re-
sponse program established under section 3(a).
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(18) RELEVANT COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—
The term ‘‘relevant committees of Congress”
means the following:

(A) The Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate.

(B) The Committee on Energy and Commerce
of the House of Representatives.

(19) RESILIENT CRITICAL SUPPLY CHAIN.—The
term ‘‘resilient critical supply chain’ means a
critical supply chain that—

(A) ensures that the United States can sustain
critical industry, including emerging tech-
nologies, production, critical supply chains,
services, and access to critical goods, production
equipment, and manufacturing technology dur-
ing a supply chain shock; and

(B) has key components of resilience that in-
clude—

(i) effective private sector risk management
and mitigation planning to sustain critical sup-
ply chains and supplier networks during a sup-
ply chain shock; and

(ii) minimized or managed exposure to a sup-
ply chain shock.

(20) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Commerce.

(21) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’ means each of
the several States, the District of Columbia,
each commonwealth, territory, or possession of
the United States, and each federally recognized
Indian Tribe.

(22) SUPPLY CHAIN SHOCK.—The term ‘‘supply
chain shock’ includes the following:

(A) A natural disaster.

(B) A pandemic.

(C) A biological threat.

(D) A cyber attack.

(E) A great power conflict.

(F) A terrorist or geopolitical attack.

(H) An event for which the President declares
a magjor disaster or an emergency under section
401 or 501, respectively, of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 5170; 42 U.S.C. 5191).

(I) Any other disruption or threat to a critical
supply chain that affects the national security
or economic security of the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material in the RECORD
on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in support
of H.R. 6571, the Promoting Resilient
Supply Chains Act. I thank Dr.
BucsHON and Representative BLUNT
ROCHESTER for their hard work negoti-
ating this bipartisan policy.

Since the pandemic, we have quickly
learned how our Nation has become too
reliant on foreign adversaries. I can
say that again. We have relied too
much on foreign adversaries like China
for critical goods and components of
such goods. Enough is enough.

H.R. 6571 would establish a mapping
program at the Department of Com-
merce to examine our supply chains to
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better prepare our economy for any fu-
ture shock that we may see. Moni-
toring these trends will help protect us
from overreliance on our Nation’s en-
emies and instead help industries to
adapt quickly.

Further, this legislation would re-
quire the Assistant Secretary to carry
out a program with the private sector
to better understand vulnerabilities in
our supply chains, including supply
chains for emerging technologies, and
provide recommendations for pro-
moting emerging technologies and
making critical supply chains more re-
silient. This will continue our techno-
logical leadership in the global race
against China.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
and, of course, Dr. BUCSHON, in par-
ticular, for their bipartisan work to se-
cure American leadership and competi-
tiveness.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this legislation,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 6571, the Promoting Resil-
ient Supply Chains Act.

The COVID-19 public health crisis ex-
posed serious vulnerabilities in our
critical manufacturing supply chains,
vulnerabilities that harmed our efforts
to combat COVID-19 and its economic
fallout.

Ask any doctor, nurse, or essential
worker who needed personal protective
equipment during the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Ask any assembly
line worker, manufacturer, or startup
that did not have enough semiconduc-
tors essential to produce critical prod-
ucts and consumer electronics. Ask the
everyday consumer who could not find
basic household essentials like toilet
paper and cleaning supplies as demand
surged and supply chains ground to a
halt.

Fortunately, the supply chain crisis
is over, but serious vulnerabilities re-
main. The Biden administration’s 100-
day supply chain review found that
manufacturing supply chains instru-
mental to our national security and
economic welfare remain vulnerable to
disruption, strain, compromise, and
elimination. These vulnerabilities are
industrywide and affect every Amer-
ican.

The Department of Defense warns
that the decline in domestic manufac-
turing capability could result in a
growing and permanent security deficit
that presents challenges to our mili-
tary and technological supremacy.

Last Congress, congressional Demo-
crats took bold action to strengthen
our manufacturing base, bolster supply
chains, create good-paying jobs for
American workers, unleash innovation,
and lower costs for consumers. Rep-
resentatives Blunt Rochester, Dingell,
Kelly, and Wild spearheaded bipartisan
supply chain legislation that passed
the House in 2022. Over 160 stake-
holders—ranging from manufacturers,
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innovators, workers, consumer groups,
and local governments—endorsed their
supply chain legislation.

While I was disappointed that supply
chain package did not become law, I
am pleased the House is poised to pass
legislation that grew out of that work.

H.R. 6571, the Promoting Resilient
Supply Chains Act, improves supply
chain resilience and strengthens our
Nation’s economic vitality and na-
tional security in three key ways.

First, the bill creates a program at
the Department of Commerce to map
and monitor supply chains, identify
supply chain gaps and vulnerabilities,
and identify opportunities to address
supply chain risks.

Second, it equips the private sector
with voluntary standards and guide-
lines needed to proactively identify
and mitigate supply chain vulnerabili-
ties before government intervention is
even necessary.

Third, the bill assigns the Assistant
Secretary of Industry and Analysis
with the responsibility to lead a gov-
ernmentwide effort to strengthen sup-
ply chains. This will reduce bureau-
cratic impediments and improve the ef-
ficiency and effectiveness of the Fed-
eral response to a supply chain crisis.

Mr. Speaker, we have to heed the les-
sons learned from the supply chain cri-
sis during the pandemic and ensure
that the Federal Government is
equipped with the tools and authorities
needed to address vulnerabilities before
they become full-blown crises. That is
what this legislation tries to do. It is a
great start.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Representa-
tives BLUNT ROCHESTER, DINGELL,
KeLLY, WILD, and BUCSHON for their
leadership on this issue, and I urge my
colleagues to support this legislation. I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BUCSHON), my good friend.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 6571, the Promoting Re-
silient Supply Chains Act, which I am
proud to co-lead with my colleague,
Representative LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, pro-
ducers in sectors across the economy
had to slow or stop production. They
couldn’t access the inputs they needed
to operate due to shipping bottlenecks
or a lack of diversified suppliers.

My bill establishes a program within
the Department of Commerce to map
and monitor critical supply chains uti-
lized by American producers. It will
allow us to know where our strengths
and vulnerabilities are, a critical step
in improving our economic and na-
tional security.
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This program will also develop best
practices to advise manufacturers on
how to strengthen their supply chains
and help government and private sec-
tor stakeholders plan for and respond
to supply chain shocks.

Hoosier manufacturers make some of
the best products in the world and need
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reliable supply chains. Having the De-
partment of Commerce study and ad-
vise on how to strengthen supply
chains will allow producers to plan ap-
propriately.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 6571.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers and am pre-
pared to close.

Let me just say, Mr. Speaker, that
this act to promote resilience in the
supply chain is obviously very impor-
tant in what we learned, the lessons we
learned from the COVID pandemic. I
would urge my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to support the legislation,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I again encourage a ‘‘yes’ vote on
this particular piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 6571, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

on

———————

DEPLOYING AMERICAN
BLOCKCHAINS ACT OF 2023

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6572) to direct the Secretary of
Commerce to take actions necessary
and appropriate to promote the com-
petitiveness of the United States re-
lated to the deployment, use, applica-
tion, and competitiveness of
blockchain technology or other distrib-
uted ledger technology, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6572

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
American Blockchains Act of 2023°.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY OR OTHER DIS-
TRIBUTED LEDGER TECHNOLOGY.—The term
“blockchain technology or other distributed
ledger technology’ means a distributed digital
database where data is—

(A) shared across a network of computers to
create a ledger of verified information among
network participants;

(B) linked using cryptography to maintain the
integrity of the ledger and to execute other
functions; and

(C) distributed among network participants in
an automated fashion to concurrently update
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network participants on the state of the ledger
and other functions.

(2) COVERED NONGOVERNMENTAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES.—The term ‘‘covered mnongovernmental
representatives’ means representatives as speci-
fied in the second sentence of section 135(b)(1) of
the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2155(b)(1)), ex-
cept that such term does not include representa-
tives of non-Federal governments.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Commerce.

(4) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means each of
the several States, the District of Columbia,
each commonwealth, territory, or possession of
the United States, and each federally recognized
Indian Tribe.

(5) TOKEN.—The term ‘“‘token’’ means a trans-
ferable, digital representation of information re-
corded on blockchain technology or other dis-
tributed ledger technology.

(6) TOKENIZATION.—The term ‘‘tokenization’’
means the process of creating a token.

SEC. 3. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE LEADER-
SHIP ON BLOCKCHAIN.

(a) FUNCTION OF SECRETARY.—The Secretary
shall serve as the principal advisor to the Presi-
dent for policy pertaining to the deployment,
use, application, and competitiveness of
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, applications built on blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, tokens, and tokenization.

(b) AcTIVITIES.—The Secretary shall take ac-
tions necessary and appropriate to support the
leadership of the United States with respect to
the deployment, use, application, and competi-
tiveness of blockchain technology or other dis-
tributed ledger technology, applications built on
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, tokens, and tokenization, includ-
ing by—

(1) developing policies and recommendations
on issues and risks related to the deployment,
use, application, and competitiveness of
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, applications built on blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, tokens, and tokenization, including the
issues of decentralized identity, cybersecurity,
key storage and security systems, artificial intel-
ligence, fraud reduction, regulatory compliance,
e-commerce, health care applications, and sup-
ply chain resiliency;

(2) supporting and promoting the stability,
maintenance, improvement, and security of
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, applications built on blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, tokens, and tokenization;

(3) helping to promote the leadership of the
United States with respect to the deployment,
use, application, and competitiveness of
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, applications built on blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, tokens, and tokenization through the
establishment of a Blockchain Deployment Pro-
gram in the Department of Commerce;

(4) promoting the national security and eco-
nomic security of the United States with respect
to blockchain technology or other distributed
ledger technology, applications built on
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, tokens, and tokenization;

(5) supporting engagement with the public to
promote the best practices described in Ssub-
section (c);

(6) considering policies and programs to en-
courage and improve coordination among Fed-
eral agencies with respect to the deployment of
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, applications built on blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, tokens, and tokenization;

(7) examining—

(A) how Federal agencies can benefit from uti-
lizing blockchain technology or other distributed
ledger technology, applications built on
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blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, tokens, and tokenization;

(B) the current use by Federal agencies of
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, applications built on blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, tokens, and tokenization;

(C) the current and future preparedness and
ability of Federal agencies to adopt blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, applications built on blockchain tech-
nology or other distributed ledger technology,
tokens, and tokenization; and

(D) additional security measures
agencies may need to take to—

(i) safely and securely use blockchain tech-
nology or other distributed ledger technology,
applications built on blockchain technology or
other distributed ledger technology, tokens, and
tokenization, including to ensure the security of
critical infrastructure; and

(ii) enhance the resiliency of Federal systems
against cyber threats to blockchain technology
or other distributed ledger technology, applica-
tions built on blockchain technology or other
distributed ledger technology, tokens, and
tokenization;

(8) supporting coordination of the activities of
the Federal Government related to the security
of blockchain technology and other distributed
ledger technology, applications built on
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, tokens, and tokenization; and

(9) not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, establishing advisory
committees to support the adoption of
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, applications built on blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, tokens, and tokenization, the member-
ship of which shall include—

(A) the Secretary;

(B) representatives of Federal agencies (as de-
termined necessary by the Secretary); and

(C) nongovernmental stakeholders with exper-
tise related to blockchain technology or other
distributed ledger technology, including—

(i) blockchain technology or other distributed
ledger technology infrastructure operators, sup-
pliers, service providers, and vendors;

(i) application developers building on
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology;

(iii) developers and organizations supporting
the advancement and deployment of public
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology;

(iv) subject matter experts representing indus-
trial sectors that can benefit from blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology;

(v) small, medium, and large businesses;

(vi) think tanks and academia;

(vii) monprofit organizations and consumer
groups;

(viii) cybersecurity experts;

(ix) rural stakeholders;

(x) covered nongovernmental representatives;

(xi) artists and the content creator commu-
nity; and

(xii) other stakeholders with relevant expertise
(as determined necessary by the Secretary).

(c) BEST PRACTICES.—The Secretary shall, on
an ongoing basis, facilitate and support the de-
velopment and dissemination of best practices
with respect to blockchain technology or other
distributed ledger technology, applications built
on blockchain technology or other distributed
ledger technology, tokens, and tokenization
that—

(1) support the private sector, the public sec-
tor, and public-private partnerships in the de-
ployment of technologies needed to advance the
capabilities of blockchain technology or other
distributed ledger technology, applications built
on blockchain technology or other distributed
ledger technology, tokens, and tokenization;

Federal



May 14, 2024

(2) support the interoperability of blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, applications built on blockchain tech-
nology or other distributed ledger technology,
tokens, and tokenization;

(3) support operations, including hashing and
key storage and security systems, that form the
foundation of blockchain technology or other
distributed ledger technology, applications built
on blockchain technology or other distributed
ledger technology, tokens, and tokenization;

(4) reduce cybersecurity and other risks that
may compromise blockchain technology or other
distributed ledger technology, applications built
on blockchain technology or other distributed
ledger technology, tokens, and tokenization;

(5) reduce uncertainty and risks in the use of
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, applications built on blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, tokens, and tokenization; and

(6) quantify the value and potential cost sav-
ings associated with adoption of blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, applications built on blockchain tech-
nology or other distributed ledger technology,
tokens, and tokenization, including through
comparative analyses of competing and existing
technologies within specific industry applica-
tions.

(d) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying
out this section, the Secretary shall—

(1) consult closely and regularly with stake-
holders, including private sector individuals and
entities, and incorporate industry expertise;

(2) collaborate with private sector stake-
holders to identify prioriticed, flexible, repeat-
able, performance-based, and cost-effective ap-
proaches to the deployment of blockchain tech-
nology or other distributed ledger technology,
applications built on blockchain technology or
other distributed ledger technology, tokens, and
tokenization;

(3) disseminate research and information per-
taining to the use of, and marketplace for,
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, applications built on blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, tokens, and tokenization;

(4) develop standardized terminology for, and
promote common understanding of, blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, applications built on blockchain tech-
nology or other distributed ledger technology,
tokens, and tokenization;

(5) ensure the best practices described in sub-
section (c) facilitate the ease of wuse of
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, applications built on blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, tokens, and tokenization;

(6) support open-source infrastructure, data
management, and authentication activities with
respect to blockchain technology or other dis-
tributed ledger technology, applications built on
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, tokens, and tokenization; and

(7) consider the meeds and interests of both
the private and public sector, including small
businesses and Federal, State, and local govern-
ments.

(e) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to—

(1) require a private entity to share informa-
tion with the Secretary;

(2) require a private entity to request assist-
ance from the Secretary;

(3) require a private entity to implement any
measure or recommendation suggested by the
Secretary in response to a request by the private
entity; or

(4) require the adoption of the best practices
described in subsection (c).

(f) CONSULTATION.—In implementing this sec-
tion, the Secretary may, as appropriate, consult
with the heads of relevant Federal agencies.

(9) TERMINATION OF PROGRAM.—The
Blockchain Deployment Program established
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pursuant to subsection (b)(3) shall terminate on
the date that is 7 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 4. REPORT TO CONGRESS.

Not later than 2 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and annually thereafter,
the Secretary shall make public on the website
of the Department of Commerce and submit to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate a report that includes—

(1) a description of the activities of the Sec-
retary under this Act during the preceding year;

(2) any recommendations by the Secretary for
additional legislation to strengthen the competi-
tiveness of the United States with respect to
blockchain technology or other distributed ledg-
er technology, applications built on blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, tokens, and tokenization; and

(3) a description of any emerging risks and
long-term trends with respect to blockchain
technology or other distributed ledger tech-
nology, applications built on blockchain tech-
nology or other distributed ledger technology,
tokens, and tokenization.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on this particular bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 6572, the Deploying American
Blockchains Act. I thank the sponsor
and lead on this particular piece of leg-
islation, Representative BUCSHON, Dr.
BUCSHON, for his tireless efforts. He is
definitely on a roll here.

According to a report from Electric
Capital, the United States is at serious
risk of losing our global leadership in
blockchain technology.

The report states that in 2015, 40 per-
cent of all blockchain developers were
based in the United States, but today,
that number has fallen to just 29 per-
cent, Mr. Speaker, and it is continuing
to decline. We can’t let that happen.
We have to stop that.

Our country benefited greatly from
our leadership in the development and
deployment of the internet decades
ago, but we cannot cede leadership over
critical technologies like blockchains
to others.

This important bill will direct the
Secretary of Commerce to take actions
necessary to promote U.S. competitive-
ness related to the deployment, use,
and new applications of this particular
piece of technology.

Instead of pushing American
innovators abroad, the Secretary of
Commerce needs to ensure that Amer-
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ican innovators build here in the
United States of America.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in voting of H.R. 6572, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6572, the Deploying American
Blockchains Act. For decades, our Na-
tion’s technological leadership has
helped build the largest, most dynamic
economy in the world, but we must
continue working to ensure we
outcompete the rest of the world be-
cause our economic rivals are trying to
close the gap.

Last Congress, House Democrats
championed historic legislation, the
Chips and Science Act, that President
Biden signed into law.

This bill makes transformational in-
vestments in research and develop-
ment, science and technology, and the
workforce of the future.

It will help us maintain our Nation’s
leadership in the industries of tomor-
row, including nanotechnology, clean
energy, quantum computing, and arti-
ficial intelligence.

The Chips and Science Act is already
making a huge difference, but we must
build on its success. H.R. 6572, the De-
ploying American Blockchains Act,
commissions the Department of Com-
merce to support the leadership in the
United States with respect to
blockchain technology, which may
have wuseful applications for supply
chain monitoring, data security, and fi-
nancial transactions.

I commend Representatives BLUNT
ROCHESTER, DINGELL, and BUCSHON for
their leadership on this issue, and I en-
courage all of my colleagues to support
this bipartisan bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BUCSHON).

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 6572, the Deploying
American Blockchains Act, that I in-
troduced alongside Representative LISA
BLUNT ROCHESTER.

This bill will promote American in-
novation and help develop the use of
blockchains and distributed Iledger
technologies throughout the U.S. econ-
omy.

Americans are leaders in utilizing
blockchains in public and private sec-
tor areas, ranging from ensuring the
traceability of drugs to managing sup-
ply chains for manufacturers.

Unfortunately, in recent years, our
leadership position has seriously di-
minished as other countries see and
embrace the promise that blockchains
hold.

According to a 2023 report, the
United States is at serious risk of los-
ing its global leadership in blockchain.

In 2015, 40 percent of blockchain de-
velopers were based in the TUnited
States. In 2022, that number was just 29
percent and dropping. Our share con-
tinues to dwindle.
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The Deploying American Blockchains
Act will help rectify this trend by re-
quiring the Secretary of Commerce to
create a program to help promote the
competitiveness of the United States in
the deployment, use, and application of
blockchains.

Instead of pushing American
innovators abroad, the Department of
Commerce should work with American
innovators to build their products here.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the Deploying American
Blockchains Act.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I will
close by saying that, again, this is im-
portant in terms of our competitive-
ness globally.

I ask all our colleagues to vote in
favor of this bill on a bipartisan basis,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I encourage a ‘‘yes’” vote on this
particular bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 6572, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

on

———
AWNING SAFETY ACT OF 2023

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6132) to require the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to promul-
gate a mandatory consumer product
safety standard with respect to retract-
able awnings.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6132

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Safety Act of 2023”°.

SEC. 2. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY STANDARD
FOR RETRACTABLE AWNINGS.

(a) CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY STANDARD
REQUIRED.—Not later than 18 months after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Consumer Product Safety Commission shall
promulgate, under section 553 of title 5,
United States Code, a final consumer prod-
uct safety standard for fixed and free-
standing retractable awnings within the ju-
risdiction of the Commission to protect
against the risk of death or serious injury re-
lated to the hazards associated with such
awnings, including the risk of death or seri-
ous injury related to the awning unexpect-
edly opening and striking a person while re-
moving the bungee tie-downs for the cover of
the awning.

“Awning
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(b) CPSC DETERMINATION OF SCOPE.—The
Consumer Product Safety Commission shall
specify the types of retractable awning de-
vices within the jurisdiction of the Commis-
sion that are within the scope of subsection
(a) as part of a standard promulgated under
this section, as reasonably necessary to pro-
tect against hazards associated with retract-
able awnings.

(c) TREATMENT OF STANDARD.—A consumer
product safety standard promulgated under
subsection (a) shall be treated as a consumer
product safety rule promulgated under sec-
tions 7 and 9 of the Consumer Product Safety
Act (15 U.S.C. 2056 and 2058).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, first, I thank Rep-
resentatives BALDERSON and CASTOR for
introducing this particular piece of leg-
islation, H.R. 6132, the Awning Safety
Act, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it.

Mr. Speaker, I thank our constitu-
ents for bringing these issues to our at-
tention. We really appreciate it. I ap-
preciate the chairwoman and the rank-
ing member because they are bringing
these issues forward, and they need to
be passed unanimously in the House
and go over to the Senate. It is so very
important.

Motorized awnings pose a known haz-
ard to the public with about 270,000
units being subject to a recall by the
manufacturer facilitated by the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission
in August of 2019.

This product is associated with many
incidents, including at least one report
of a death and six serious injuries.

The death involved a 73-year-old man
who died after falling from a ladder
over an elevated porch when the mo-
torized awning opened and unexpect-
edly struck him.

There is currently no voluntary
standard for motorized awnings, and
the recall only covered one manufac-
turer of the products.

H.R. 6132 will save lives and will re-
quire the CPSC to promulgate a man-
datory standard regarding these home
retractable awnings, which is within
the jurisdiction of the CPSC.

This is a commonsense bill, Mr.
Speaker, and I urge my colleagues to
support this particular bill. I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 6132, the Awning Safety
Act. In 2019, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission issued a recall of
270,000 motorized awnings that had
caused six injuries and, tragically, one
death.

These products are a known hazard
to the public, and while I commend the
CPSC for taking action in 2019, we
must do more to ensure motorized awn-
ing products, regardless of brand or
manufacturer, are safe.

The Awning Safety Act before us
today would require the CPSC to cre-
ate a mandatory safety standard for

fixed and freestanding retractable
awnings.

Currently, there is no standard, vol-
untary or mandatory, for these
awnings, and injuries continue to
mount.

Just last year, Dr. Michael Hnat, the
father of a former Republican com-
mittee staffer, tragically died as a re-
sult of an incident involving a retract-
able awning.

We must act to ensure that other
American families do not suffer a simi-
lar tragedy because of problems with
retractable awnings.

I commend Representative CASTOR,
the Democratic lead on this bill, and
Congressman BALDERSON for their bi-
partisan work and leadership on this
issue, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 6132, the Awning Safety Act.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BALDERSON), the sponsor of the
bill.

Mr. BALDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of my bill, the Awning
Safety Act, which aims to enhance the
safety of awnings commonly found in
Ohio homes and households across the
Nation.

A retractable awning can serve as a
valuable source of shade and a gath-
ering spot for family and friends. How-
ever, it can pose a significant risk if
not properly handled.

This legislation directs the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to estab-
lish safety standards for fixed and free-
standing awnings being typically in-
stalled in homes.

My Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee colleagues and I learned of the
serious risk surrounding the awnings
this past August when tragedy struck
the family of Olivia Shields, a staff
member for the committee at the time.
Olivia and her mother are in the gal-
lery as I speak.

Her father, Michael Hnat, was car-
rying out a routine household task,
taking down the retractable awning
from the family home.

He was on a ladder when the spring-
loaded arm of the awning unexpectedly
shot out at him, forcing his ladder to
tip and causing him to fall.

Michael suffered a severe spinal cord
injury, and despite efforts to save him,
he tragically passed away a few days
later.
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His passing affected his family pro-
foundly and reverberated throughout
the communities he touched. Michael
was renowned for his Kkindness, gen-
erosity, and selflessness, often going
above and beyond to help others in
need.

He was a devoted family man, a cher-
ished husband to Jill, and a loving fa-
ther to their children, Annaliese,
Olivia, Abbey, Seamus, Emma, his
sons-in-law, and his grandchildren. Mi-
chael’s untimely death underscores the
importance of ensuring the safety of
household products like awnings, and
by passing this legislation today, we
can prevent future tragedies.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. CAS-
TOR), the Democratic sponsor of this
bill and the ranking member of our En-
ergy and Commerce’s Oversight and In-
vestigations Subcommittee.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Mr. PALLONE for yielding the
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 6132, the Awning Safety Act,
which passed out of the Energy and
Commerce Committee unanimously. I
thank Representative BALDERSON for
working with me and leading this im-
portant consumer protection bill that
will prompt the Consumer Product
Safety Commission to promulgate a
safety standard for fixed and free-
standing motorized, retractable
awnings.

Awnings are common for households
across the country. The last thing a
person should be worried about is a de-
fective product, but in 2019, a motor-
ized product was recalled after 14 inci-
dents, including one fatal injury. The
CPSC worked quickly with the manu-
facturer to recall the product and pro-
vide a remedy for consumers, but all
consumers deserve protection.

It is important that the CPSC con-
tinues this work to save lives and keep
families safe. That is why Representa-
tive BALDERSON and I are offering this
bill to provide oversight and increased
safety, empower the Consumer Product
Safety Commission, and help prevent
other families from suffering through
tragic injuries and even deaths.

Consumers and their children deserve
to enjoy the great outdoors without
the fear of injury or death from prod-
ucts they presume to be safe. I thank
the committee’s chairwoman, CATHY
MCMORRIS RODGERS, for encouraging us
in this effort, as well as Ranking Mem-
ber PALLONE and the entire committee.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
all of my colleagues to support this
bill. Obviously, we have to prevent
more tragedies like what occurred. I
ask unanimous support for this legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I urge
a ‘“‘yes” vote. I thank my colleagues,
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Representative CASTOR from the State
of Florida, and, of course, Mr.
BALDERSON from the great State of
Ohio for sponsoring the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 6132.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

TRANSPARENCY IN CHARGES FOR
KEY EVENTS TICKETING ACT

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3950) to require sellers of event
tickets to disclose comprehensive in-
formation to consumers about ticket
prices and related fees, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3950

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Transparency
In Charges for Key Events Ticketing Act’’ or the
“TICKET Act”.

SEC. 2. ALL INCLUSIVE TICKET PRICE DISCLO-
SURE.

Beginning 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, it shall be unlawful for a
ticket issuer, secondary market ticket issuer, or
secondary market ticket exchange to offer for
sale an event ticket unless the ticket issuer, sec-
ondary market ticket issuer, or secondary mar-
ket ticket exchange—

(1) clearly and conspicuously displays the
total event ticket price, if a price is displayed, in
any advertisement, marketing, or price list
wherever the ticket is offered for sale;

(2) clearly and conspicuously discloses to any
individual who seeks to purchase an event tick-
et the total event ticket price at the time the
ticket is first displayed to the individual and
anytime thereafter throughout the ticket pur-
chasing process; and

(3) provides an itemized list of the base event
ticket price and each event ticket fee prior to the
completion of the ticket purchasing process.

SEC. 3. SPECULATIVE TICKETING BAN.

(a) PROHIBITION.—Beginning 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, a ticket
issuer, secondary market ticket issuer, or sec-
ondary market ticket exchange that does not
have actual or constructive possession of an
event ticket shall not sell, offer for sale, or ad-
vertise for sale such event ticket.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to prohibit a sec-
ondary market ticket issuer or secondary market
ticket exchange from offering a service to a con-
sumer to obtain an event ticket on behalf of the
consumer if the secondary market ticket issuer
or secondary market ticket exchange complies
with the following:

(1) Does not market or list the service as an
event ticket.

(2) Maintains a clear, distinct, and easily dis-
cernible separation between the service and
event tickets through unavoidable visual demar-
cation that persists throughout the entire serv-
ice selection and purchasing process.
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(3) Clearly and conspicuously discloses before
selection of the service that the service is not an
event ticket and that the purchase of the service
does not guarantee an event ticket.

(4) In the event the service is unable to obtain
the specified event ticket purchased through the
service for the consumer, provides the consumer
that purchased the service, within a reasonable
amount of time—

(A) a full refund for the total cost of the serv-
ice to obtain an event ticket on behalf of the
consumer; or

(B) subject to availability, a replacement
event ticket in the same or a comparable loca-
tion with the approval of the consumer.

(5) Does not obtain more tickets in each trans-
action than the numerical limitations for tickets
set by the venue and artist for each respective
event.

SEC. 4. DECEPTIVE WEBSITES.

A ticket issuer, secondary market ticket issuer,
or secondary market ticket exchange—

(1) shall provide a clear and conspicuous
statement, before a visitor purchases an event
ticket from the ticket issuer, secondary market
ticket issuer, or secondary market ticket ex-
change that the issuer or exchange is engaged
in the secondary sale of event tickets;

(2) shall not state that the ticket issuer, sec-
ondary market ticket issuer, or secondary mar-
ket ticket exchange is affiliated with or en-
dorsed by a venue, team, or artist, as applicable,
unless a partnership agreement has been exe-
cuted, including by (3) shall not use a domain
name, or any subdomain thereof, in the URL of
the ticket issuer, secondary market ticket issuer,
or secondary market ticket exchange that con-
tains—

using words like ‘“‘official’’ in promotional ma-
terials, social media promotions, search engine
optimization, paid advertising, or search engine
monetization unless the issuer or exchange has
the express written consent of the venue, team,
or artist, as applicable; and

(4) the name of a specific team, league, or
venue where concerts, sports, or other live enter-
tainment events are held, unless authorized by
the owner of the name;

(B) the name of the exhibition or performance
or of another event described in subparagraph
(4), including the name of a person, team, per-
formance, group, or entity scheduled to perform
at any such venue or event, unless authorized
by the owner of the name;

(C) any trademark or copyright not owned by
the ticket issuer, secondary market ticket issuer,
or secondary market ticket exchange, including
any trademark or copyright owned by an au-
thorized agent or partner of the venue or event
identified in subparagraph (A) and (B); or

(D) any name substantially similar to those
described in subparagraphs (A) and (B), includ-
ing any misspelling of any such name.

SEC. 5. REFUND REQUIREMENTS.

(a) CANCELLATION.—Beginning 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, if an
event is canceled or postponed (except for a case
in which an event is canceled or postponed due
to a cause beyond the reasonable control of the
ticket issuer, including a natural disaster, civil
disturbance, or otherwise unforeseeable impedi-
ment), a ticket issuer, secondary market ticket
issuer, or secondary market ticket exchange
shall provide the consumer, at the option of the
purchaser, at a minimum—

(1) a full refund for the total cost of the event
ticket, any event ticket fee, and any tax; or

(2) subject to availability, if the event is post-
poned, a replacement event ticket in the same or
a comparable location once the event has been
rescheduled, with the approval of the consumer.

(b) DISCLOSURE OF GUARANTEE AND REFUND
POLICY REQUIRED.—Beginning 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, a ticket
issuer, secondary market ticket issuer, or sec-
ondary market ticket exchange shall disclose
clearly and conspicuously before the completion
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of an event ticket sale the guarantee or refund
policy of such ticket issuer, secondary market
ticket issuer, or secondary market ticket ex-
change, including under what circumstances
any refund issued will include a refund of any
event ticket fee and any tazx.

(c) DISCLOSURE OF HOW TO OBTAIN A REFUND
REQUIRED.—Beginning 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, a ticket issuer, sec-
ondary market ticket issuer, or secondary mar-
ket ticket exchange shall provide a clear and
conspicuous exrplanation of how to obtain a re-
fund of the total cost of the ticket, any event
ticket fee, and any tax.

SEC. 6. REPORT By THE FEDERAL TRADE COM-
MISSION ON BOTS ACT OF 2016 EN-
FORCEMENT.

Not later than 6 months after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Commission shall sub-
mit to Congress a report on enforcement of the
Better Online Ticket Sales Act of 2016 (Public
Law 114-274; 15 U.S.C. 45c), including any en-
forcement action taken, challenges with enforce-
ment and coordination with State Attorneys
General, and recommendations on how to im-
prove enforcement and industry compliance.
SEC. 7. ENFORCEMENT.

(a) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACT OR PRACTICE.—
A violation of this Act shall be treated as a vio-
lation of a rule defining an unfair or deceptive
act or practice under section 18(a)(1)(B) of the
Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C.
57a(a)(1)(B)).

(b) POWERS OF COMMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall en-
force this Act in the same manner, by the same
means, and with the same jurisdiction, powers,
and duties as though all applicable terms and
provisions of the Federal Trade Commission Act
(15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were incorporated into and
made a part of this Act.

(2) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—ANyY person
who violates this Act shall be subject to the pen-
alties and entitled to the privileges and immuni-
ties provided in the Federal Trade Commission
Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.).

(3) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in this
Act shall be construed to limit the authority of
the Commission under any other provision of
law.

SEC. 8. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ARTIST.—The term “‘artist’”” means any per-
former, musician, comedian, producer, ensemble
or production entity of a theatrical production,
sports team owner, or similar person.

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘“‘Commission’
means the Federal Trade Commission.

(3) DOMAIN NAME.—The term ‘‘domain name’’
means a globally unique, hierarchical reference
to an Internet host or service, which is assigned
through centralized Internet maming authori-
ties, and which is comprised of a series of char-
acter strings separated by periods, with the
right most string specifying the top of the hier-
archy.

(4) EVENT; EVENT TICKET; TICKET ISSUER.—The
terms ‘‘event’, ‘‘event ticket’’, and ‘‘ticket
issuer’”’ have the meaning given those terms in
the Better Online Ticket Sales Act of 2016 (Pub-
lic Law 114-274).

(5) EVENT TICKET FEE.—The term ‘‘event ticket
fee’’—

(A) means a charge for an event ticket that
must be paid in addition to the base event ticket
price in order to obtain an event ticket from a
ticket issuer, secondary market ticket issuer, or
secondary market ticket exchange including any
service fee, charge and order processing fee, de-
livery fee, facility charge fee, and any other
charge; and

(B) does not include any charge or fee for an
optional product or service associated with the
event that may be selected by a purchaser of an
event ticket.

(6) OPTIONAL PRODUCT OR SERVICE.—The term
“optional product or service’’ means a product
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or service that an individual does not need to
purchase to use or take possession of an event
ticket.

(7) RESALE; SECONDARY SALE.—The terms ‘‘re-
sale’” and ‘‘secondary sale’ mean any sale of an
event ticket that occurs after the initial sale of
the event ticket by a ticket issuer.

(8) SECONDARY MARKET TICKET EXCHANGE.—
The term ‘‘secondary market ticket exchange’
means any person that operates a platform or
exchange for advertising, listing, or selling re-
sale tickets, on behalf of itself, vendors, or a sec-
ondary market ticket issuer.

(9) SECONDARY MARKET TICKET ISSUER.—The
term ‘‘secondary mavrket ticket issuer’ means
any person, including a ticket issuer, that re-
sells or makes a secondary sale of an event tick-
et to the general public in the regular course of
the trade or business of the person.

(10) TOTAL EVENT TICKET PRICE.—The term
“‘total event ticket price’” means, with respect to
an event ticket, the total cost of the event ticket,
including the base event ticket price and any
event ticket fee.

(11) URL.—The term “URL’ means the uni-
form resource locator associated with an inter-
net website.

(12) VENUE.—The term ‘‘venue’” means a
physical space at which an event takes place.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today, I am honored to
speak in support of my bipartisan bill,
H.R. 3950, the Transparency In Charges
for Key Events Ticketing Act, or the
TICKET Act.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my bipartisan
co-lead on this particular piece of leg-
islation, the ranking member of the
subcommittee, Ms. JAN SCHAKOWSKY,
from the great State of Illinois. We
have had true collaboration and part-
nership on this initiative, and I am
grateful that we are able to move this
bipartisan initiative forward. I thank
the staff, too, on both sides. They did
an incredible job on this particular
piece of legislation, and it really is
needed.

H.R. 3950 addresses price trans-
parency in the live event ticketing
marketplace, which has long been
plagued by hidden and confusing fees
tacked on at the end of the checkout
process. It would require ticket issuers,
including issuers on the secondary
market, for live events to clearly and
conspicuously disclose at the beginning
of the transaction, and throughout the
ticket purchasing process, the total
ticket price for the event and an
itemized list of the base ticket price
and each fee associated with the total
price. It is as simple as that. It is not
a lot to ask for.
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Further, this upfront pricing require-
ment includes the total ticket price in
any advertisements or other marketing
activities.

The TICKET Act also incorporates
H.R. 6568, the Speculative Ticketing
Oversight and Prohibition Act, or the
STOP Act, led by Representatives ARM-
STRONG and BLUNT ROCHESTER.

This additional language will hold
bad actors accountable for ripping off
and defrauding consumers through the
sale of fake tickets that they do not
possess, referred to as speculative tick-
ets. It also prevents bad actors from
using deceptive ticketing websites or
fake URLs.

No fan should be caught left with no-
where to turn when they have been sold
a fake ticket that they thought they
had purchased from a website selling
tickets only to find out that the
website is a scam and the ticket does
not exist at all.

This bill also provides fans with re-
funds if the event is canceled or post-
poned and requires the FTC to study
the enforcement of the BOTS Act and
hurdles that law enforcement may
have when going after bad actors that
use fake ticket purchasing bots, which
are already illegal.

It is important that the House passes
this particular legislation, and I hope
the Senate will approve this without
delay, as this bill will have an imme-
diate impact on providing market
transparency and enhancing the event
ticketing experience for consumers.

As Americans look to attend summer
outings, this will provide an enforce-
ment mechanism for fake and decep-
tive websites claiming to be selling le-
gitimate event tickets.

Mr. Speaker, I thank all the stake-
holders for working with us and for
their input on this initiative, and I
thank the staff, as well. I know that we
have struck a key balance between
both sides of the aisle to protect con-
sumers and, ultimately, pass the most
consequential ticketing reform in
years.

We have to get it through the Senate,
as well.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my
colleagues to pass this particular piece
of legislation on behalf of their con-
stituents who may buy a birthday
present for a child and think they have
budgeted enough money for that,
whether it is a baseball game, football
game, or any type of a concert, what
have you, and, lo and behold, they are
surprised that they don’t have the
funds because of these overcharges or
whatever you want to call them. Hid-
den fees is what they are.

Let’s pass this bill and make sure
that our families have the opportunity
to take their children, their spouses, or
their friends to these wonderful events
that take place in our country.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 3950, the TICKET Act. I
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want to start by applauding Chair BILI-
RAKIS and Ranking Member SCHA-
KOWSKY of the Innovation, Data, and
Commerce Subcommittee for all of
their hard work in producing a bipar-
tisan ticketing bill with strong protec-
tions for consumers.

Mr. Speaker, I also commend my
friend and colleague from New Jersey
(Mr. PASCRELL) for his tireless efforts
and leadership to improve the
ticketing experience for consumers.
This is something that has been very
important in our State of New Jersey.

For years, Representative PASCRELL
has fought to ensure that those who
want to enjoy their favorite sports
team or see their favorite artists can
do so without breaking the bank. Rep-
resentative PASCRELL has been a
staunch advocate to ensure fairness
and transparency in the ticketing mar-
ketplace, and I am proud to have
partnered with him in his efforts.

Those efforts are directly reflected in
the bipartisan bill we have before us
today. H.R. 3950, the TICKET Act, in-
corporates many of the proposals that
Representative PASCRELL and I have
called for over the last several years.

This bill mandates all-in pricing dis-
closure, bans speculative ticketing, re-
quires refunds for cancellations or
postponements, and prohibits decep-
tively named ticketing websites. That
means consumers won’t be hit with ad-
ditional fees when they go to checkout.
They will also know that the ticket
they are purchasing is from a reputable
website and in the seller’s actual pos-
session.

I am pleased we were able to come to
a strong bipartisan consensus so that
we can help consumers who just want
to go to see their favorite artists per-
form.

While I believe there is still more
that can Dbe done to address
anticonsumer practices in the
ticketing space, this bill goes a long
way in improving the ticket buying
and event experience for all fans.

Madam Speaker, I strongly encour-
age all of my colleagues to support this
bill, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as she may consume to
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I rise in strong support of this legisla-
tion, H.R. 3950, the TICKET Act.

As my colleague and the chair of the
subcommittee, Mr. BILIRAKIS, has said,
we worked for months to finally get to
this legislation being here today. I am
so excited about it.

Madam Speaker, we have been hear-
ing about this issue for a very long
time, and I appreciate Congressman
PASCRELL pushing it for as long as he
did. Here we finally are. Totally bipar-
tisan, this bill passed unanimously out
of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, but it took some work for us to
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finally get here. I am very happy that
we have.

The bill really has three separate
parts.

One is that we make sure that the
price consumers think they are going
to pay when they first go online or see
an advertisement is the price they will
pay. Right now, many consumers have
found they think they know the price
when they go online, but when they fi-
nally finish and are at the end of the
contract that they want to sign, they
find that it could be 10, 20, 30, 40 per-
cent more than they thought it was
going to be.

That is a decision moment. Are they
going to be able to go to that venue?
Are they going to be able to go to that
concert? Are they going to be able to
go to that ballpark or to that game?
Can they really afford it? Their chil-
dren are begging to be able to go to
that concert, yet it is far more than
they thought it was going to be.

This legislation will finally put an
end to those hidden prices. The price
consumers see is the price that they
will pay.

Number two, for refunds, how many
times have people gotten tickets and
then found out that the concert or the
event has actually been canceled? Now,
they will have to be compensated fully
if that happens.
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The third is the scammers. There are
websites that are fake that are hooking
in people to buy from them, and now
under this legislation, the Federal
Trade Commission will go strongly
after them.

This is not necessarily one of these
pieces of legislation that saves your
life, as we have heard today from the
Energy and Commerce Committee, but
it is one of the great aggravations that
lots of families face when they want to
have that special day.

I am very happy not only for con-
sumers but also for artists and also for
the venues that are going to benefit
from this legislation.

I certainly urge all of my colleagues
to vote ‘‘yes” on this important legis-
lation, and once again, I applaud the
bipartisan effort of all the players who
were involved in getting this passed.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PASCRELL).

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, a
fan shouldn’t have to sell a kidney or
mortgage a house to see their favorite
performer or team. That is what it has
come to. That is what it has come to.

Of course, I remain committed to the
BOSS and SWIFT ACT. It just takes a
little longer. Sometimes we are slow
learners. I am catching up to you. This
is the most comprehensive and con-
sumer friendly ticket reform bill.

This is a big deal. This is a very big
deal because the chairman and the
ranking member have introduced a lot
of bills that protect consumers today.
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First of all, it is rare that it is bipar-
tisan. Second of all, you are going to be
really helping the consumer because
that is who we serve. They pay our sal-
aries. Everybody is a consumer. If you
want to go to a concert, you want to
send your family to a concert, you need
a train load of money because people
want to act like gangsters. They
should go into the movies.

I want to thank Mr. PALLONE who
has been a tireless supporter of con-
sumers in our quest to fix the ticket
market for years. Of course, our solu-
tion is a little different. The ultimate
solution is to break up Ticketmaster.
They should have never been allowed
under a Democratic administration to
join together. I am a Democrat, and I
am saying that to you, Madam Speak-
er.

Six years ago, Mr. PALLONE and I
called on the Federal Trade Commis-
sion to do more to protect consumers.
In response, the FTC organized a work-
shop on live-event tickets to review the
many challenges faced by ticket-buy-
ing fans. It is a menagerie. It was at
that workshop that every single ticket
seller agreed to the concept of an all-in
ticket pricing law.

All-in ticket pricing is a policy I
have been fighting for since 2009, and it
will make a real difference, I believe,
in people’s lives. This change will take
some of the mystery and the frustra-
tion out of concert on-sales, and it will
also allow Americans to make real
price comparisons. That is big.

What we are doing is setting up a
system, and have set up and have al-
lowed to be set up a system wherein
only those affluent enough to afford
those concerts—I mean, music, plays,
ball games, they are for everybody.
They should be accessible.

Today’s measure includes other
items we have been seeking for years.

Speculative tickets posted by sellers
have led to countless horror stories for
fans across America. In fact, I first un-
derstood this problem best when I
started to get letters from Canada
about this situation in 2008 and 2009.

The committee added two items from
the BOSS and SWIFT ACT helping con-
sumers get their refunds and ensuring
fans are not duped by shady websites—
and there are enough of them. They are
out there. You can’t believe it when
you read it. People don’t know what
they are paying for the tickets when
they finally get charged. They don’t
know what the fees are. The ticket
market is like the Wild West—mam-
moth, opaque, speculative, and bru-
tally unfair.

They are all in on it. Whether you
are talking about the stars, whether
you are talking about the actual sell-
ers, they want to control everything.
They want to control the venues, the
beer and the peanuts—you name it, the
whole situation. That is why
Ticketmaster controls at least 80 per-
cent of the market—80 percent. If that
is not a monopoly, what is? I will lis-
ten. I will listen.
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While we need to do much more, to-
day’s bill starts to lay down the law to
achieve real change for Americans. We
are doing it Jersey style. They will
catch up with us.

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
will close by just saying this is a piece
of legislation that many of us have
been working on for some time, so we
are pleased to see that it is finally see-
ing the light of day. I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

I am just proud that I played a small
role in passing this legislation. Obvi-
ously, I am the sponsor, but we had Mr.
PASCRELL from New Jersey and every
time I went around to the Democratic
side to talk about particular bills, he
would grab me and talk to me about
the BOSS and SWIFT ACT. Mr. PAs-
CRELL actually made a good bill better,
and we appreciate him so very much.

Again, without Chair RODGERS,
Ranking Member PALLONE, and the
ranking member of the subcommittee,
my partner, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, this
never would have gotten done.

Our constituents will benefit from
this. You know what, this is a great ex-
ample of how Congress should inter-
vene.

Again, we passed it out of the House.
We have got to lobby the Senate to get
this done as soon as possible.

I want to thank the staff. We
couldn’t do it without the staff, that is
for sure, on both sides of the aisle
working out the details. Energy and
Commerce is famous for working to-
gether and protecting our consumers.

Madam Speaker, I urge passage of
this particular bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
TENNEY). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. BILIRAKIS) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3950, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————
RECRUIT AND RETAIN ACT

Mr. HUNT. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 546) to amend the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
authorize law enforcement agencies to
use COPS grants for recruitment ac-
tivities, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 546

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Recruit and
Retain Act”.

SEC. 2. IMPROVING COPS GRANTS FOR POLICE
HIRING PURPOSES.

(a) GRANT USE EXPANSION.—Section 1701(b)
of title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10381(b)) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (5) through
(23) as paragraphs (6) through (24), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(5) to support hiring activities by law en-
forcement agencies experiencing declines in
officer recruitment applications by reducing
application-related fees, such as fees for
background checks, psychological evalua-
tions, and testing;”’.

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section
1701(b)(23) of title I of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34
U.S.C. 10381(b)(23)) is amended by striking
‘(21)” and inserting ‘“(22)’.

SEC. 3. ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

Section 1701 of title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(34 U.S.C. 10381) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (i) through
(n) as subsections (j) through (o), respec-
tively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (h) the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) ADMINISTRATIVE CoSTS.—Not more
than 2 percent of a grant made for the hiring
or rehiring of additional career law enforce-
ment officers may be used for costs incurred
to administer such grant.”.

SEC. 4. PIPELINE PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM.

Section 1701 of title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(34 U.S.C. 10381) is amended by inserting
after subsection (o) the following:

“(p) COPS PIPELINE PARTNERSHIP PRO-
GRAM.—

(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘eligible entity’ means a
law enforcement agency in partnership with
not less than 1 educational institution,
which may include 1 or any combination of
the following:

‘“(A) An elementary school.

‘“(B) A secondary school.

‘“(C) An institution of higher education.

‘(D) A Hispanic-serving institution.

‘“(E) A historically Black college or univer-
sity.

‘“(F) A Tribal college.

‘“(2) GRANTS.—The Attorney General shall
award competitive grants to eligible entities
for recruiting activities that—

‘““(A) support substantial student engage-
ment for the exploration of potential future
career opportunities in law enforcement;

‘(B) strengthen recruitment by law en-
forcement agencies experiencing a decline in
recruits, or high rates of resignations or re-
tirements;

‘“(C) enhance community interactions be-
tween local youth and law enforcement agen-
cies that are designed to increase recruiting;
and

‘(D) otherwise improve the outcomes of
local law enforcement recruitment through
activities such as dedicated programming for
students, work-based learning opportunities,
project-based learning, mentoring, commu-
nity liaisons, career or job fairs, work site
visits, job shadowing, apprenticeships, or
skills-based internships.

“(3) FUNDING.—Of the amounts made avail-
able to carry out this part for a fiscal year,
the Attorney General may use not more than
$3,000,000 to carry out this subsection.”.
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SEC. 5. COPS GRANT GUIDANCE FOR AGENCIES
OPERATING BELOW BUDGETED
STRENGTH.

Section 1704 of title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(34 U.S.C. 10384) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

‘“(d) GUIDANCE FOR UNDERSTAFFED LAW EN-
FORCEMENT AGENCIES.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘“(A) COVERED APPLICANT.—The term ‘cov-
ered applicant’ means an applicant for a hir-
ing grant under this part seeking funding for
a law enforcement agency operating below
the budgeted strength of the law enforce-
ment agency.

‘“(B) BUDGETED STRENGTH.—The term
‘budgeted strength’ means the employment
of the maximum number of sworn law en-
forcement officers the budget of a law en-
forcement agency allows the agency to em-
ploy.

‘“(2) PROCEDURES.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Attorney General shall establish consistent
procedures for covered applicants, including
guidance that—

““(A) clarifies that covered applicants re-
main eligible for funding under this part; and

‘‘(B) enables covered applicants to attest
that the funding from a grant awarded under
this part is not being used by the law en-
forcement agency to supplant State or local
funds, as described in subsection (a).

‘(3) PAPERWORK REDUCTION.—In developing
the procedures and guidance under para-
graph (2), the Attorney General shall take
measures to reduce paperwork requirements
for grants to covered applicants.”’.

SEC. 6. STUDY ON POLICE RECRUITMENT.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct a study to
consider the comprehensive effects of re-
cruitment and attrition rates on Federal,
State, Tribal, and local law enforcement
agencies in the United States, to identify—

(A) the primary reasons that law enforce-
ment officers—

(i) join law enforcement agencies; and

(ii) resign or retire from law enforcement
agencies;

(B) how the reasons described in subpara-
graph (A) may have changed over time;

(C) the effects of recruitment and attrition
on public safety;

(D) the effects of electronic media on re-
cruitment efforts;

(E) barriers to the recruitment and reten-
tion of Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment officers; and

(F') recommendations for potential ways to
address barriers to the recruitment and re-
tention of law enforcement officers, includ-
ing the barriers identified in subparagraph
(BE).

(2) REPRESENTATIVE CROSS-SECTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall endeavor to ensure
accurate representation of law enforcement
agencies in the study conducted pursuant to
paragraph (1) by surveying a broad cross-sec-
tion of law enforcement agencies—

(i) from various regions of the United
States;

(ii) of different sizes; and

(iii) from rural, suburban, and urban juris-
dictions.

(B) METHODS DESCRIPTION.—The study con-
ducted pursuant to paragraph (1) shall in-
clude in the report under subsection (b) a de-
scription of the methods used to identify a
representative sample of law enforcement
agencies.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 540 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall—
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(1) submit to the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the Senate and the Committee on the
Judiciary of the House of Representatives a
report containing the study conducted under
subsection (a); and

(2) make the report submitted under para-
graph (1) publicly available online.

(c) CONFIDENTIALITY.—The Comptroller
General of the United States shall ensure
that the study conducted under subsection
(a) protects the privacy of participating law
enforcement agencies.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HUNT) and the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. IVEY) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HUNT. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on S. 546.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. HUNT. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to
have the Recruit and Retain Act before
the House today. The Recruit and Re-
tain Act is about helping our men and
women in blue. This legislation passed
the Senate by unanimous consent, and
I am proud to sponsor and lead this bill
in the House along with my fellow
committee member across the aisle,
Representative GLENN IVEY.

Our police departments are strug-
gling with crisis-level recruiting short-
ages.

Here in Washington, for example, the
Metropolitan Police Department has
the lowest number of officers it has had
in the past 50 years.

Another example, since 2019, the Chi-
cago police force has lost 3,300 officers
as of October 2022, and it has only re-
placed about half of those departures.

Some small towns that don’t have as
many resources are even having to
shutter their police departments en-
tirely.

We cannot stand by and let this con-
tinue to happen across our country,
and this is why we need the Recruit
and Retain Act.

Currently, the DOJ provides grants
to State, local, and Tribal governments
to hire law enforcement officers under
the COPS Hiring program. The Recruit
and Retain Act would leverage the
COPS Hiring program to ensure the
program is responsive to the latest hir-
ing challenges that law enforcement
agencies are experiencing nationwide.

This bill would reduce the cost of
onboarding new officers, specifically
fees associated with  background
checks, psychological evaluations, and
other testing. It will also alleviate ad-
ministrative burdens and clarify appli-
cation guidance to ensure grants are
accessible to all law enforcement agen-
cies. It will create new opportunities
for law enforcement to build trust and
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interest in law enforcement careers
with local youth.
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Lastly, the bill will require research
into the latest data and uncover new
insights into law enforcement recruit-
ment and retention trends across the
country.

This bill does not authorize new
funds or create new grant programs,
and it only allows existing COPS
grants to be used for recruiting and re-
taining police officers.

I am proud to say this bill has been
endorsed by the Federal Law Enforce-
ment Officers Association, Fraternal
Order of Police, Major Cities Chiefs As-
sociation, Major County Sheriffs of
America, National Association of Po-
lice Organizations, National Sheriffs’
Association, and others.

When our police departments are well
funded and maintained, our commu-
nities are safer. Americans are safer.
Let’s support our cops. Let’s help at-
tract the best and the brightest to the
law enforcement profession. That is so
important in the environment our po-
lice officers live and work in every sin-
gle day in this country.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the Recruit and Re-
tain Act, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. IVEY. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
S. 546, the Recruit and Retain Act. H.R.
3325, the identical House version of the
bill that I am co-leading with Con-
gressman HUNT of Texas, passed the
Judiciary Committee last week.

The Recruit and Retain Act address-
es two key goals that are central to
Police Week, recruiting young people
who want to become law enforcement
officers for the right reasons, and re-
lieving the financial burden of recruit-
ing and retaining law enforcement offi-
cers by assisting law enforcement
agencies with the costs of the recruit-
ment and application process.

The Recruit and Retain Act is sup-
ported by the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice, National Sheriffs’ Association,
Major Cities Chiefs Association, Fed-
eral Law Enforcement Officers Associa-
tion, National Association of Police Or-
ganizations, Major County Sheriffs of
America, and several other organiza-
tions.

Recruiting and retaining highly
trained law enforcement professionals
is of the utmost importance. Our abil-
ity to attract and develop the best,
brightest, and most compassionate and
dedicated men and women of diverse
backgrounds is vital to the health and
well-being of our Nation.

Keeping our residents safe and pro-
moting better community relations
will lead to safer streets and better po-
licing. We must incentivize hiring and
retaining the people who will do the
best job of safeguarding our commu-
nities through wise use of the most up-
to-date law enforcement techniques.
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For quite some time, law enforce-
ment agencies nationwide have been
facing a challenge in their efforts to
maintain an appropriately staffed po-
lice force. Due in part to changing de-
mographics, they have experienced
high rates of resignations and retire-
ments of law enforcement officers.

The 2021 Police Executive Research
Forum Workforce Survey of law en-
forcement agencies revealed a 5 per-
cent decrease in the overall hiring rate,
an 18 percent increase in resignations,
and a 45 percent increase in retire-
ments from responding agencies.

The Recruit and Retain Act would es-
tablish a new model for the productive
recruitment of future law enforcement
officers who want to join police forces
for the right reasons. Enhancing re-
cruitment of qualified law enforcement
officers who are dedicated to the high-
est principles of policing may also re-
duce an agency’s attrition and resigna-
tions over the long term.

Through the bill’s Pipeline Partner-
ship Program, students will benefit
from age-appropriate teachings about
the rule of law, the value of law in an
ordered society, and the centrality of
the law enforcement and judicial sys-
tems, including the role that law en-
forcement officers play in maintaining
these values within our society.

With age-appropriate introductions
to the concepts of law and its impor-
tance coming from law enforcement of-
ficers and teachers in a friendly set-
ting, some students may choose to join
law enforcement, while others may be-
come inspired to pursue careers as law-
yers or public servants in other areas
of government.

An introduction of law enforcement
through schools would, in some ways,
be similar to a Junior ROTC program
for older students who may become in-
terested in law enforcement careers
without a contractual commitment. It
could increase the number of can-
didates entering the law enforcement
recruitment officer pipeline for desir-
able reasons.

The Pipeline Partnership Program
would initially be deployed in a small
number of jurisdictions, similar to a
pilot program, and its positive out-
comes could subsequently encourage
other jurisdictions to replicate it.

The Recruit and Retain Act will also
reduce the administrative costs of re-
cruiting and retaining officers by as-
sisting with the expenses of application
fees, such as those for background
checks, psychological evaluations, and
testing. Funds would be made available
to defray the costs of hiring applicants
and rehiring officers, taking the burden
off of strained law enforcement agen-
cies.

Additionally, our bill directs the
Government Accountability Office to
conduct a study to better understand
the factors that influence recruitment
and loss of law enforcement agencies.
This study will also recommend prac-
tices that will help reduce barriers to
addressing these issues.
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Importantly, the GAO study will as-
sess recruitment, retention, and retire-
ment factors experienced by law en-
forcement agencies nationwide in com-
munities of all sizes, including those in
rural areas which, in some contexts, re-
ceive less attention when law enforce-
ment policies are evaluated and devel-
oped.

To facilitate those initiatives, rather
than allocate additional funds, the Re-
cruit and Retain Act would allow juris-
dictions that receive COPS grants to
utilize funds from those grants for the
purposes outlined in the bill, with some
limits and restrictions.

The bill also includes an annual list
of $3 million of COPS grant funds that
can be used to connect students with
law enforcement officers and agencies
through the Pipeline Partnership Pro-
gram. Although this is a very modest
sum, it is sufficient for the creation of
this program in a limited number of
States and municipalities to test this
concept.

By implementing these projects in
limited locations across the Nation,
the Recruit and Retain Act will help
States and localities make informed
decisions about adopting the program
and its law enforcement recruitment
procedures.

Madam Speaker, I thank, again, Con-
gressman HUNT for his leadership on
this legislation. It is for these reasons
that I support S. 546, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this important bill,
as well.

In closing, Madam Speaker, the Re-
cruit and Retain Act initiatives, taken
together, will serve as a de facto pilot
project for many localities, large and
small, urban and rural, that struggle
with law enforcement recruitment and
retention. Law enforcement agencies
will be able to benefit from each oth-
er’s experience when replicating initia-
tives created by this legislation’s inno-
vative solutions.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting S. 546,
the Recruit and Retain Act, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. HUNT. Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HUNT)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, S. 546.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HUNT. Madam Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR LOCAL
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
AND CONDEMNING EFFORTS TO
DEFUND LOCAL LAW ENFORCE-
MENT AGENCIES

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
106) expressing support for local law en-
forcement officers and condemning ef-
forts to defund local law enforcement
agencies.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 106

Whereas the brave men and women in local
law enforcement work tirelessly to protect
the communities they serve;

Whereas local law enforcement officers are
tasked with upholding the rule of law and
ensuring public safety:;

Whereas local law enforcement officers
selflessly put themselves in harm’s way to
fight crime, get drugs off the streets, and
protect the innocent;

Whereas defunding police narratives vilify
and demonize local law enforcement officers
and put them at greater risk of danger;

Whereas local law enforcement officers
take an oath to never betray the public
trust;

Whereas the local law enforcement com-
munity protects our streets, acknowledges
the rights of all Americans, and keeps citi-
zens safe from harm;

Whereas local law enforcement officers are
recognized for their public service to all,
knowing they face extremely dangerous situ-
ations while carrying out their duties;

Whereas a healthy and collaborative rela-
tionship between local law enforcement offi-
cers and the communities they serve is es-
sential to creating mutually respectful dia-
logue; and

Whereas local law enforcement officers de-
serve respect and profound gratitude: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes and appreciates the dedica-
tion and devotion demonstrated by the men
and women of local law enforcement who
keep the Nation’s communities safe;

(2) extends its gratitude to all local law en-
forcement officers and their families for
their sacrifice and service; and

(3) condemns calls to defund, disband, dis-
mantle, or abolish the police.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. JORDAN) and the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. IVEY) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extent their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con.
Res. 106.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he might consume
to the gentleman from the great State
of Mississippi (Mr. EZELL), who is a
sponsor of the legislation).
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Mr. EZELL. Madam Speaker, my res-
olution expresses our support for the
men and women who serve our commu-
nities in local law enforcement. These
brave officers work tirelessly to pro-
tect and serve, putting their lives on
the line regularly to uphold the rule of
law.

As a former sheriff and a 42-year ca-
reer law enforcement officer, I have
seen what these men and women go
through. I know the toll taken by the
long hours, the sleepless nights, and
the time spent away from family. I
know what it is like to console the
grieving families of victims after hor-
rendous crimes and tragic accidents. I
have seen things most Americans will,
thankfully, never have to experience.

When others run away, our law en-
forcement officers are trained to run
toward danger, to fight crime, and to
protect the innocent. Far too often
they don’t make it back. Mississippi
has not been spared from these trage-
dies.

In December of 2022, Bay St. Louis
Police Sergeant Steven Robin and Offi-
cer Branden Estorffe were shot and
killed while conducting a welfare
check on a woman and a child sitting
in a parked vehicle. Last June, Madi-
son Police Officer Randy Tyler was
shot and killed while responding to a
hostage situation.

Moreover, this January, George
County Sheriff’s Deputy Jeremy Ma-
lone was shot and killed during a traf-
fic stop on a rural highway.

These men and women who made the
ultimate sacrifice represent the best of
our State and our Nation. Fallen he-
roes like these officers are being hon-
ored this week during National Police
Week.

Madam Speaker, there is no better
time for us to pass this resolution and
make it clear we stand with law en-
forcement than this week, while thou-
sands of local law enforcement officers
and their families are gathering here in
our Nation’s Capital.

My resolution does just that. It ex-
presses our gratitude for the selfless
service of local law enforcement and
the importance of a healthy relation-
ship between law enforcement and the
communities they protect.

It also condemns attempts to under-
mine that relationship through rhet-
oric about defunding and abolishing
the police. These narratives demonize
local law enforcement officers and en-
courage hostility toward law enforce-
ment. Ultimately, they put both offi-
cers and the general public at greater
risk.

We have seen targeted, ambush-style
attacks on law enforcement officers,
including one as recently as this Sun-
day. Agencies across the country are
struggling to hire and keep talented of-
ficers as they are vilified for deciding
to serve their communities.

At the same time, we have seen dis-
turbing increases in crime, especially
in cities like Washington, D.C., and
Americans’ fear of crime is at its high-
est level in 30 years.
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Madam Speaker, it is time for this
body to lead. It is time for us to make
it abundantly clear that we stand with
our law enforcement against lawless-
ness. It is time for a strong, bipartisan
majority to say, once again, that we
will not defund, disband, dismantle, or
abolish the police.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in voting for this
resolution.

Mr. IVEY. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

As a former prosecutor who handled
cases in both Federal and State courts,
I worked closely with many law en-
forcement officers on a day-to-day
basis over many years, developing
strong relationships with officers who
put their lives on the line on a daily
basis.

In fact, my record and relationships
with officers are part of the reasons I
have been endorsed by the Fraternal
Order of Police every time I have run
for office. That is why, in part, I regret
having to rise in opposition to H. Con.
Res. 106.

Traditionally, National Police Week
has been recognized as a solemn, uni-
fying occasion. It is a time when Mem-
bers can come together in a bipartisan
fashion to recognize and honor the men
and women of law enforcement who put
their lives on the line every day to pro-
tect our communities. However, in-
stead of respecting the dignity of this
week, some of my colleagues have de-
cided to move forward with, frankly,
political rhetoric in this resolution to
satisfy partisan purposes.

This resolution amounts to a slap in
the face of many Federal law enforce-
ment officers who serve and protect us,
as well. Among this resolution’s flaws
is it completely ignores Federal law
enforcement officers who fight crime
working infrequently with the local
law enforcement officers whom we are
discussing here today.

Many of them enforce our laws
against human trafficking and drug
trafficking, including the rapid rise of
fentanyl, the massive flow of firearms,
including ghost guns, that illegally
enter our country and communities
and endanger all of us.

To offer a resolution that fails to
honor Federal law enforcement officers
as well is just plain wrong.

I made this objection in the com-
mittee when we were having a hearing
on a related bill a few weeks ago, so
this shouldn’t come as a surprise to my
colleagues. However, in recent years,
Republicans have consistently blamed
the rise in violent crime on Democrats
and attempted to pin the ‘‘defend the
police” rhetoric on Democrats labeling
Democrats as the party to defund the
police.

O 1630

Yet, a Republican colleague of ours
introduced H.R. 374, the Abolish the
ATF Act, a one-line bill that would do
away with the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives. He
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also threatened to ‘‘defund,” ‘‘get rid
of,”” or ‘‘abolish’ other Federal agen-
cies, including the FBI, CDC, and DOJ,
“if they do not come to heel.”

Another one of my Republican col-
leagues called for defunding the FBI, as
well, and we have multiple Republican
colleagues who have made similar
kinds of calls to defund Federal law en-
forcement, even though I think all of
us recognize how critical they are to
protecting the United States and han-
dling matters in conjunction with local
law enforcement authorities or, in
some instances, where local law en-
forcement authorities don’t have the
jurisdiction or the authority to handle
a matter.

H. Con. Res. 106 endeavors to con-
tinue those efforts, unfortunately, re-
peating the verbatim attacks, as we
heard just a moment ago, on Federal
law enforcement and the Democrats,
sentiments that were asserted in a dif-
ferent context in H. Con. Res. 40 last
year, when the Democrats offered legis-
lation for National Police Week.

This resolution claims that the
defund the police movement vilifies
and demonizes local law enforcement,
putting them at greater risk of danger,
while ignoring the Republicans’ own ef-
forts to defund law enforcement,
whether by opposing grant funding
that sometimes supports State and
local agencies or by calling to abolish
Federal agencies, as I just mentioned a
moment ago.

We should be reminded that, through
the American Rescue Plan, Democrats
have provided the largest Federal in-
vestment in public safety in the Na-
tion’s history. $350 billion has allowed
cities across the country to keep law
enforcement officers on the beat and
communities safer from violence. Po-
lice departments have used this fund-
ing to establish training facilities, hire
more officers, and raise salaries.

Rather than playing at partisanship,
like we are today, in the 117th Con-
gress, House Democrats passed priority
policing bills that extended death bene-
fits to law enforcement officers with
PTSD, provided funding to law enforce-
ment and other first responders to im-
prove interactions with civilians, au-
thorized $300 million in grants for law
enforcement agencies with fewer than
125 officers, made significant invest-
ments in deescalation training, and
provided $100 million per year in grants
to solve cold-case violent crimes, all
over Republican objections.

More disappointingly, this resolution
before us today continues the Repub-
lican record of devaluing the lives and
contributions of the 137,000 Federal
agents and officers serving in the 50
States and the District of Columbia,
including the Capitol Police, who we
all should recall protect us here on a
daily basis.

Although H. Con. Res. 106 does not
demonize specific Democratic Members
or so-called leftist activists who sup-
port efforts to defund or reallocate
funding for 1local law enforcement

H3049

agencies, as H. Con. Res. 40 did last
year, this resolution is similarly a
missed opportunity to truly support
law enforcement officers across the
country and is designed, once again, to
falsely paint Democrats as opponents
of law enforcement.

Madam Speaker, it is for these rea-
sons that I oppose H. Con. Res. 106, and
I urge my colleagues to do the same.
Let’s restore the dignity of Police
Week by advancing truly bipartisan ac-
clamations and support for law en-
forcement efforts.

Madam Speaker, in 2002, President
George W. Bush proclaimed that Police
Officers Memorial Day and Police
Week pay tribute to the local, State,
and Federal law enforcement officers
who serve and protect us with courage
and dedication. Since its inception, Na-
tional Police Week has been meant to
bring Members of Congress together,
no matter their political affiliation, to
acknowledge the contributions of all
law enforcement professionals and
honor those who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice while in the line of duty.

Whether State, local, Tribal, or Fed-
eral, we are grateful for the service of
all officers, agents, and support staff
who work tirelessly to protect us and
keep us safe. We should be able to
make that clear today.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. JORDAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

Madam Speaker, a little over a year
ago, Governor Sarah Huckabee Sanders
gave the response to President Biden’s
State of the Union Address. I thought
she did a wonderful job, but the line
that stuck out to me was, in the course
of her remarks, she said that the divide
in America today is normal versus
crazy.

My colleagues can start thinking
about some of the crazy policies that
are advocated by the radical left. I
mean, it is crazy not to have a border.
It is crazy to think noncitizens should
be able to vote in our Federal elec-
tions. It is crazy to think boys should
compete against girls in sports.

How about this one: It is crazy, in my
mind, to let a Chinese spy balloon fly
clear across the country and then shoot
it down. I don’t know, but I think most
people I represent would probably have
shot it down before it went across the
country.

Additionally, it is crazy to defund
the police. Americans understand that
instinctively, yet that is something
that the left has advocated now for—
what?—5 years. We should thank the
numerous law enforcement officers who
have come to Washington, D.C., for Po-
lice Week and all those across our
great country. Every day, police offi-
cers put their lives on the line to safe-
guard our families and communities.

The left’s defund the police move-
ment continues to cause detrimental
effects across our Nation, with attacks
against police officers increasing and
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becoming more brazen. We have all
seen it. We saw it on the streets of New
York City. We have all seen it happen,
the harmful rhetoric that has demor-
alized our police officers and directly
impacted their ability to maintain
public safety.

Law enforcement agencies across the
country are facing challenges in re-
cruiting and retaining qualified law en-
forcement officers. It is why I sup-
ported the bill that we just passed. The
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. IVEY)
was right on that one.

This resolution is exactly what is
needed. Congress must declare that we
oppose the defund the police rhetoric.
H. Con. Res. 106 seeks to correct these
false and harmful narratives by explic-
itly condemning efforts to undermine
law enforcement agencies.

This resolution acknowledges and ex-
presses the gratitude of Congress for
the dedication and commitment shown
by the men and women of law enforce-
ment. Law enforcement officers and
their families serve and make sac-
rifices every single day for the good of
our communities.

This resolution is rooted in common-
sense, normal policy. I believe we can
all agree that the defund the police
movement was a disgrace, and our po-
lice officers deserve better.

Let’s all work together, taking a
stand against cutting our police de-
partment funding and calling for not
abolishing the police but actually fund-
ing our law enforcement officers,
again, in our municipalities, in our
counties, and all over our country.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the resolution, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the concurrent resolution, H.
Con. Res. 106.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SECURING GROWTH AND ROBUST
LEADERSHIP IN AMERICAN
AVIATION ACT

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and concur in the Senate amendment
to the bill (H.R. 3935) to amend title 49,
United States Code, to reauthorize and
improve the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.
TITLE I—AUTHORIZATIONS
Sec. 101. Airport planning and development
and noise compatibility plan-
ning and programs.

Sec. 102. Facilities and equipment.

Sec. 103. Operations.

Sec. 104. Extension of miscellaneous expir-
ing authorities.

TITLE II—FAA OVERSIGHT AND
ORGANIZATIONAL REFORM

Sec. 201. FAA leadership.

Sec. 202. Assistant Administrator for Rule-
making and Regulatory Im-
provement.

Sec. 203. Prohibition on conflicting pecu-
niary interests.

Sec. 204. Authority of Secretary and Admin-
istrator.

Sec. 205. Regulatory materials improve-
ment.

Sec. 206. Future of NextGen.

Sec. 207. Airspace Modernization Office.

Sec. 208. Application dashboard and feed-
back portal.

Sec. 209. Sense of Congress on FAA engage-
ment during rulemaking activi-
ties.

Sec. 210. Civil Aeromedical Institute.

Sec. 211. Management Advisory Council.

Sec. 212. Chief Operating Officer.

Sec. 213. Report on unfunded capital invest-
ment needs of air traffic con-
trol system.

Sec. 214. Chief Technology Officer.

Sec. 215. Definition of air traffic control sys-
tem.

Sec. 216. Peer review of Office of Whistle-
blower Protection and Aviation
Safety Investigations.

Sec. 217. Cybersecurity lead.

Sec. 218. Eliminating FAA reporting and un-
necessary requirements.

Sec. 219. Authority to use electronic service.

Sec. 220. Safety and efficiency through
digitization of FAA systems.

Sec. 221. FAA telework.

Sec. 222. Review of office space.

Sec. 223. Restoration of authority.

Sec. 224. FAA participation in industry
standards organizations.

Sec. 225. Sense of Congress on use of vol-
untary consensus standards.

Sec. 226. Required designation.

Sec. 227. Administrative Services Franchise
Fund.

Sec. 228. Commercial preference.

Sec. 229. Advanced Aviation Technology and
Innovation Steering Com-
mittee.

Sec. 230. Review and updates of categorical
exclusions.

Sec. 231. Implementation of anti-terrorist
and narcotic air events pro-
grams.

TITLE III—AVIATION SAFETY
IMPROVEMENTS
Subtitle A—General Provisions

Sec. 301. Helicopter air ambulance oper-
ations.

Sec. 302. Global aircraft maintenance safety
improvements.

Sec. 303. ODA best practice sharing.

Sec. 304. Training of organization delegation
authorization unit members.

Sec. 305. Clarification on safety manage-
ment system information dis-
closure.

Sec. 306. Reauthorization of certain provi-
sions of the Aircraft Certifi-
cation, Safety, and Account-
ability Act.

Sec. 307. Continued oversight of FAA com-

pliance program.
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Scalability of safety management
systems.

Review of safety management sys-
tem rulemaking.

Independent study on future state
of type certification processes.

Use of advanced tools and high-risk
flight testing in certifying
aerospace products.

Transport airplane and propulsion
certification modernization.

Fire protection standards.

Risk model for production facility
inspections.

Review of FAA use of aviation safe-
ty data.

Weather reporting systems study.

GAO study on expansion of the
FAA weather camera program.

Audit on aviation safety in era of
wireless connectivity.

Safety data analysis for aircraft
without transponders.

Crash-resistant fuel systems in
rotorcraft.

Reducing turbulence-related inju-
ries on part 121 aircraft oper-
ations.

Study on radiation exposure.

Study on impacts of temperature in
aircraft cabins.

Lithium-ion powered wheelchairs.

National simulator program poli-
cies and guidance.

Briefing on agricultural applica-
tion approval timing.

Sense of Congress regarding safety
and security of aviation infra-
structure.

Restricted category aircraft main-
tenance and operations.

Aircraft interchange agreement
limitations.
Task Force on human factors in

aviation safety.

Update of FAA standards to allow
distribution and use of certain
restricted routes and terminal
procedures.

ASOS/AWOS service report dash-
board.

Helicopter safety.

Review and incorporation of human
readiness levels into agency
guidance material.

Service difficulty reports.

Consistent and timely pilot checks
for air carriers.

Flight service stations.

Tarmac operations monitoring
study.
Improved safety in rural areas.

Study on FAA use of mandatory
Equal Access to Justice Act
waivers.

Airport air safety.

Don Young Alaska Aviation Safety
Initiative.

Accountability and compliance.

Changed product rule reform.

Administrative authority for civil
penalties.

Study on airworthiness standards
compliance.

Zero tolerance for near misses, run-
way incursions, and surface
safety risks.

Improvements to Aviation Safety
Information Analysis and Shar-
ing Program.

Instructions for continued air-
worthiness aviation rulemaking
committee.

Secondary cockpit barriers.

Part 135 duty and rest.

Flight data recovery from
overwater operations.
Ramp worker safety call to action.
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354.
355.

Sec.
Sec.
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Sec.
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356.
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358.
359.

360.
361.
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363.
364.
365.
366.
367.
368.

369.
370.
371.

372.

Voluntary reporting protections.

Tower marking notice of proposed
rulemaking.

Promotion of civil aeronautics and
safety of air commerce.

Educational and professional devel-
opment.

Global aviation safety.

Availability of personnel for in-
spections, site visits, and train-
ing.

Wildfire suppression.

Continuous aircraft tracking and
transmission for high altitude
balloons.

Cabin air safety.

Commercial air tour and sport
parachuting safety.

Hawaii air noise and safety task
force.

Modernization and improvements
to aircraft evacuation.

25-hour cockpit voice recorder.

Sense of Congress regarding man-
dated contents of onboard
emergency medical Kits.

Passenger aircraft first aid and
emergency medical kit equip-
ment and training.

International aviation safety as-
sessment program.

Whistleblower protection enforce-
ment.

Civil penalties for whistleblower
protection program violations.

Enhanced qualification program for
restricted airline transport
pilot certificate.

Subtitle B—Aviation Cybersecurity

391
392
393

394
395

396

. Findings.

. Aerospace product safety.

. Federal Aviation Administration
regulations, policy, and guid-
ance.

. Securing aircraft avionics systems.

. Civil aviation cybersecurity rule-
making committee.

. GAO report on cybersecurity of
commercial aviation avionics.

TITLE IV—AEROSPACE WORKFORCE

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
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Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec.
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404.
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407.
408.
409.

410.
411.

412.
413.

414.

415.
416.

417.

418.

419.

Repeal of duplicative or obsolete
workforce programs.

Civil airmen statistics.

Bessie Coleman Women in Aviation
Advisory Committee.

FAA engagement and collaboration
with HBCUs and MSIs.

Airman knowledge testing working
group.

Airman Certification Standards.

Airman’s Medical Bill of Rights.

Improved designee misconduct re-
porting process.

Report on safe uniform options for
certain aviation employees.

Human factors professionals.

Aeromedical innovation and mod-
ernization working group.

Frontline manager workload study.

Medical Portal Modernization Task
Group.

Study of high school aviation
maintenance training pro-
grams.

Improved access to air traffic con-
trol simulation training.

Air traffic controller instructor re-
cruitment, hiring, and reten-
tion.

Ensuring hiring of air traffic con-
trol specialists is based on as-
sessment of job-relevant apti-
tudes.

Pilot program to provide veterans
with pilot training services.
Providing non-Federal weather ob-
server training to airport per-

sonnel.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
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Sec.
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420.
421.
422.

Prohibition of remote dispatching.

Crewmember pumping guidance.

GAO study and report on extent
and effects of commercial avia-
tion pilot shortage on regional/
commuter carriers.

Report on implementation of rec-
ommendations of Federal Avia-
tion Administration Youth Ac-
cess to American Jobs in Avia-
tion Task Force.

Sense of Congress on improving un-
manned aircraft system staff-
ing at FAA.

Joint aviation employment train-
ing working group.

Military aviation maintenance
technicians rule.
Crewmember self-defense training.

Direct-hire authority utilization.

FAA Workforce review audit.

Staffing model for aviation safety
inspectors.

Safety-critical staffing.

Deterring crewmember
ference.

Use of biographical assessments.

Employee assault prevention and
response plan standards and
best practices.

Formal policy on sexual assault
and harassment on air carriers.

Interference with security screen-
ing personnel.

Air traffic control workforce staff-
ing.

Airport service workforce analysis.

Federal Aviation Administration
Academy and facility expansion
plan.

Improving Federal aviation work-
force development programs.
National strategic plan for aviation

workforce development.

inter-

TITLE V—PASSENGER EXPERIENCE

Sec

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

IMPROVEMENTS

Subtitle A—Consumer Enhancements
Sec. 501. Establishment of Office of Aviation

. 502.

503.
504.
505.
506.

507.
508.

509.
510.
511.

512.
513.

514.

515.

516.
517.
518.

519.
520.

541.

Consumer Protection.

Additional within and beyond pe-
rimeter slot exemptions at
Ronald Reagan Washington Na-
tional Airport.

Refunds.

Know Your Rights posters.

Access to customer service assist-
ance for all travelers.

Airline customer service dash-
boards.
Increase in civil penalties.

Advisory committee for aviation
consumer protection.

Extension of aviation consumer ad-
vocate reporting requirement.

Codification of consumer protec-
tion provisions.

Bureau of Transportation Statis-
tics.

Reimbursement for incurred costs.

Streamlining of offline ticket dis-
closures.

GAO study on competition and con-
solidation in the air carrier in-
dustry.

GAO study and report on the oper-
ational preparedness of air car-
riers for certain events.

Family seating.

Passenger experience advisory
committee.
Updating passenger information re-

quirement regulations.

Seat dimensions.

Modernization of consumer com-
plaint submissions.

Subtitle B—Accessibility

Air Carrier Access Act advisory
committee.
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542. Improved training standards for as-
sisting passengers who use
wheelchairs.

Training standards for stowage of
wheelchairs and scooters.

Mobility aids on board improve
lives and empower all.

Prioritizing accountability and ac-
cessibility for aviation con-
sumers.

Accommodations for qualified indi-
viduals with disabilities.

Equal accessibility to passenger
portals.

Aircraft access standards.

Investigation of complaints.

Removal of outdated references to
passengers with disabilities.

On-board wheelchairs in aircraft
cabin.

552. Aircraft accessibility.

Subtitle C—Air Service Development

Sec. 561. Essential air service reforms.

Sec. 562. Small community air service devel-
opment grants.

563. GAO study and report on the alter-
nate essential air service pilot
program.

564. Essential air service
Alaska.

565. Essential air service
petition for review.

566. Essential air service authorization.

567. GAO study on costs of essential air
service.

568. Response time for applications to
provide essential air service.

Sec.

Sec. 543.

Sec. 544.

Sec. 545.

Sec. 546.

Sec. 547.
548.
549.
550.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 551.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. in parts of

Sec. community

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 569. GAO study on certain airport
delays.
Sec. 570. Report on restoration of small

community air service.
TITLE VI—MODERNIZING THE NATIONAL
AIRSPACE SYSTEM

Sec. 601. Instrument landing system instal-
lation.

602. Navigation aids study.

603. NextGen accountability review.

604. Airspace access.

605. FAA contract tower
audit.

606. Air traffic control tower safety.

607. Air traffic services data reports.

608. Consideration of small hub control
towers.

609. Flight profile optimization.

610. Extension of enhanced air traffic
services pilot program.

611. Federal contact tower wage deter-
minations and positions.

612. Briefing on radio communications
coverage around mountainous
terrain.

613. Aeronautical mobile communica-
tions services.

614. Delivery of clearance to pilots via
internet protocol.

615. Study on congested airspace.

616. Briefing on LIT VORTAC project.

617. Surface surveillance.

618. Consideration of third-party serv-
ices.

619. NextGen programs.

620. Contract Tower Program.

621. Remote towers.

622. Audit of legacy systems.

623. Air Traffic Control Facility Re-
alignment study.

624. Air traffic control tower replace-
ment process report.

625. Contract tower program safety en-
hancements.

626. Sense of Congress on use of ad-
vanced surveillance in oceanic
airspace.

627. Low-altitude routes for vertical
flight.

628. Required consultation with Na-
tional Parks Overflights Advi-
sory Group.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. workforce

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec. 629. Upgrading and replacing aging air

Sec. 630. Airspace

traffic systems.
integration
launch and reentry.

for space

Sec. 631. Update to FAA order on airway

planning standard.

TITLE VII-MODERNIZING AIRPORT

INFRASTRUCTURE

Subtitle A—Airport Improvement Program

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

701.
702.
703.
704.
705.
706.
707.
708.
709.

710.
711.

712.
713.
714.

715.
716.
717,
718.
719.
720.
721.
722.

723.
724.

725.

726.

721.

728.

729.
730.

731.

732.

733.
734.

735.
736.

731.
738.

739.
740.
741.
742.
743.
T44.

745.

Modifications
Development of airport plans.
ATP definitions.
Revenue diversion

hancement.
Extension of competitive access re-
port requirement.
Renewal of certain leases.
Community use of airport land.
Price adjustment provisions.
Updating United States Govern-
ment’s share of project costs.
Allowable project costs and letters
of intent.
Small airport letters of intent.
Prohibition on provision of airport
improvement grant funds to
certain entities that have vio-

penalty en-

lated intellectual property
rights of United States entities.
Apportionments.

PFC turnback reduction.

Airport safety and resilient infra-
structure discretionary pro-
gram.

Special carryover assumption rule.

Small airport fund.

Revision of discretionary cat-
egories.
Discretionary fund for terminal de-

velopment costs.
Protecting general aviation air-
ports from closure.
State block grant program.
Innovative financing techniques.
Long-term management plans.
Alternative project delivery.

Nonmovement area surveillance
surface display systems pilot
program.

Airport accessibility.

General aviation airport runway
extension pilot program.

Repeal of obsolete criminal provi-
sions.

Transfers of air traffic systems ac-
quired with AIP funding.

National priority system formulas.

Minority and disadvantaged busi-
ness participation.

Extension of provision relating to
airport access roads in remote

locations.
Populous counties without air-
ports.

AIP handbook update.

GAO audit of airport financial re-
porting program.

GAO study of onsite airport genera-
tion.

Transportation demand manage-
ment at airports.

Coastal airports assessment.
Airport investment partnership
program.

Special rule for reclassification of
certain unclassified airports.
Permanent solar powered taxiway

edge lighting systems.

Secondary runways.

Increasing energy efficiency of air-
ports and meeting current and
future energy power demands.

Review of airport layout plans.

Protection of safe and efficient use
of airspace at airports.

Electric aircraft infrastructure
pilot program.

746.
7417.
748.
749.
750.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Curb management practices.

Notice of funding opportunity.

Runway safety projects.

Airport diagram terminology.

GAO study on fee transparency by
fixed based operators.

Minority and disadvantaged busi-
ness participation.
Prohibition on certain

length requirements.

Report on Indo-Pacific airports.

GAO study on implementation of
grants at certain airports.

GAO study on transit access.

Banning municipal airport.

Disputed changes of sponsorship at
federally obligated, publicly
owned airport.

Procurement regulations applica-
ble to FAA multimodal
projects.

Buckeye 940 release of deed restric-
tions.

Washington, DC Metropolitan Area
Special Flight Rules Area.

Study on air cargo operations in
Puerto Rico.

Progress reports on the national
transition plan related to a flu-
orine-free firefighting foam.

Report on airport notifications.

Study on competition and airport
access.

Regional airport capacity study.

Study on autonomous and electric-
powered track systems.

PFAS-related resources for air-
ports.

Limitation on certain rolling stock
procurements.

Maintaining safe fire and rescue
staffing levels.

Grant assurances.

Aviation fuel in Alaska.

Application of amendments.

Prohibition on use of amounts to
process or administer any ap-
plication for the joint use of
Homestead Air Reserve Base
with civil aviation.

774. Universal changing station.

T74A. Airport human trafficking pre-

vention grants.

T74B. Study on improvements for cer-

tain nonhub airports.

Subtitle B—Passenger Facility Charges
Sec. 775. Additional permitted uses of pas-
senger facility charge revenue.
Sec. T776. Passenger facility charge stream-
lining.
Subtitle C—Noise And Environmental
Programs And Streamlining

Streamlining consultation process.

Repeal of burdensome emissions
credit requirements.

Expedited environmental
and one Federal decision.

Subchapter III definitions.

Pilot program extension.

Part 150 noise standards update.

Reducing community aircraft noise
exposure.

Categorical exclusions.

Updating presumed to conform lim-
its.

Recommendations on reducing
rotorcraft noise in District of
Columbia.

UFP study.

Aircraft Noise
mittee.

Community collaboration program.

Information sharing requirement.

Mechanisms to reduce helicopter
noise.

TITLE VIII-GENERAL AVIATION

801. Reexamination of pilots or certifi-
cate holders.

Sec. 751.

Sec. 752. runway
753.

754.

Sec.
Sec.

755.
756.
757.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 758.

Sec. 759.

Sec. 760.
Sec. 761.

Sec. 762.

763.
764.

Sec.
Sec.

765.
766.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. T767.

Sec. 768.

Sec. 769.
770.
T71.
772.
773.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

781.
782.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 783. review
784.
785.
786.
7817.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

788.
789.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 790.

791.
792.

Sec.
Sec. Advisory Com-
793.
794.
795.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
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Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

802.

803.
804.

805.
806.

807.
808.

809.
810.

811.
812.

813.
814.
815.
816.
817.
818.

819.

820.
821.
822.

823.

824.

825.
826.
821.
828.
829.
830.
831.

832.
833.

834.
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GAO review of Pilot’s Bill of
Rights.

Data privacy.

Accountability for aircraft reg-
istration numbers.

Timely resolution of
tions.

All makes and models authoriza-
tion.

Response to letter of investigation.

ADS-B out equipage study; Vehicle-
to-Vehicle link program.

Ensuring safe landings during off-
airport operations.

Development of low-cost voluntary
ADS-B.

Airshow safety team.

Aircraft registration validity dur-
ing renewal.

Temporary airman certificates.

Letter of deviation authority.

BasicMed for examiners admin-
istering tests or proficiency
checks.

Designee
ments.

Deadline to eliminate aircraft reg-
istration backlog.

Part 135 air carrier -certificate
backlog.

Enhancing processes for author-
izing aircraft for service in
commuter and on-demand oper-
ations.

Flight instructor certificates.

Consistency of policy application
in flight standards and aircraft

investiga-

locator tool improve-

certification.

Application of policies, orders, and
guidance.

Expansion of the regulatory con-
sistency communications
board.

Modernization of special airworthi-
ness certification rulemaking
deadline.

Exclusion of gyroplanes from fuel
system requirements.

Public aircraft flight time logging
eligibility.

EAGLE initiative.

Expansion of BasicMed.

Prohibition on using ADS-B out
data to initiate an investiga-
tion.

Charitable flight fuel reimburse-
ment exemptions.

GAO report on charitable flights.

Flight instruction or testing.

National coordination and over-
sight of designated pilot exam-
iners.

Part 135 pilot supplemental oxygen
requirement.

TITLE IX—NEW ENTRANTS AND

AEROSPACE INNOVATION

Subtitle A—Unmanned Aircraft Systems

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

901.
902.
903.
904.
905.
906.
907.

908.
909.

910.
911.
912.

913.

Definitions.

Unmanned aircraft in the Arctic.

Small UAS safety standards tech-
nical corrections.

Airport safety and airspace hazard
mitigation and enforcement.

Radar data pilot program.

Electronic conspicuity study.

Remote identification alternative
means of compliance.

Part 107 waiver improvements.

Environmental review and noise
certification.

Unmanned aircraft system use in
wildfire response.

Pilot program for UAS inspections
of FAA infrastructure.

Drone infrastructure inspection
grant program.
Drone education and workforce

training grant program.
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Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

914.
915.
916.
917.

918.
919.

920.
921.
922.

923.
924.

925.
926.
927.

928.

929.

930.

931.

932.
933.

934.
935.
936.
937.

Drone workforce training program
study.

Termination of Advanced Aviation
Advisory Committee.

Unmanned and Autonomous Flight
Advisory Committee.

NextGen Advisory Committee
membership expansion.

Interagency coordination.

Review of regulations to enable
unescorted UAS operations.

Extension of BEYOND program.

UAS integration strategy.

Extension of Know Before You Fly
campaign.

Public aircraft definition.

FAA comprehensive plan on UAS
automation.

UAS test ranges.

Public safety use of tethered UAS.

Extending special authority for
certain unmanned aircraft sys-
tems.

Recreational operations of drone
systems.

Applications for designation.

Beyond visual line of sight oper-
ations for unmanned aircraft
systems.

Acceptable levels of risk and risk
assessment methodology.

Third-party service approvals.

Special authority for transport of
hazardous materials by com-
mercial package delivery un-
manned aircraft systems.

Operations over high seas.

Protection of public gatherings.

Covered drone prohibition.

Expanding use of innovative tech-
nologies in the Gulf of Mexico.

Subtitle B—Advanced Air Mobility

951.
952.

953.

954.
955.
956.
9517.
958.

959.
960.

961.

1001.

Definitions.

Sense of Congress on FAA leader-
ship in advanced air mobility.

Application of National Environ-
mental Policy Act categorical
exclusions for vertiport
projects.

Advanced Air Mobility Working
Group amendments.

Rules for operation of powered-lift
aircraft.

Advanced propulsion systems regu-
lations.

Powered-lift aircraft entry
service.

Infrastructure supporting vertical
flight.

Charting of aviation infrastructure.

Advanced air mobility infrastruc-
ture pilot program extension.

into

Center for Advanced Aviation
Technologies.
TITLE X—RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT
Subtitle A—General Provisions
Definitions.
Research, engineering, and devel-

1002.

1003.

1004.
1005.
1006.
1007.
1008.

1009.
1010.

opment authorization of appro-
priations.

Report on implementation; fund-
ing for safety research and de-
velopment.

National aviation research plan
modification.

Advanced Materials Center of Ex-
cellence enhancements.

Center of Excellence for TUn-
manned Aircraft Systems.
ASSUREd Safe credentialing au-

thority.

CLEEN engine and airframe tech-
nology partnership.

High-speed flight testing.

High-speed aircraft pathway to in-
tegration study.
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Sec. 1011. Operating high-speed flights in

high altitude Class E airspace.

Sec. 1012. Electric propulsion aircraft oper-
ations study.

Sec. 1013. Contract weather observers pro-
gram.

Sec. 1014. Airfield pavement technology pro-
gram.

Sec. 1015. Review of FAA management of re-
search and development.

Sec. 1016. Research and development of
FAA’s aeronautical informa-
tion systems modernization ac-
tivities.

Sec. 1017. Center of Excellence for Alter-
native Jet Fuels and Environ-
ment.

Sec. 1018. Next generation radio altimeters.

Sec. 1019. Hydrogen aviation strategy.

Sec. 1020. Aviation fuel systems.

Sec. 1021. Air traffic surveillance over
United States controlled oce-
anic airspace and other remote
locations.

Sec. 1022. Aviation weather technology re-
view.

Sec. 1023. Air traffic surface operations safe-
ty.

Sec. 1024. Technology review of artificial in-
telligence and machine learning
technologies.

Sec. 1025. Research plan for commercial su-
personic research.

Sec. 1026. Electromagnetic  spectrum re-
search and development.

Sec. 1027. Research plan on the remote
tower program.

Sec. 1028. Air traffic control training.

Sec. 1029. Report on aviation cybersecurity
directives.

Sec. 1030. Turbulence research and develop-
ment.

Sec. 1031. Rule of construction regarding
collaborations.

Sec. 1032. Limitation.

Subtitle B—Unmanned Aircraft Systems and

Advanced Air Mobility

Definitions.

Interagency working group.

Strategic research plan.

Federal Aviation Administration
unmanned aircraft system and
advanced air mobility research
and development.

1045. Partnerships for research, develop-
ment, demonstration, and test-
ing.

TITLE XI—MISCELLANEOUS

1101. Technical corrections.

1102. Transportation of organs.

1103. Acceptance of digital driver’s li-
cense and identification cards.

Quasquicentennial of aviation.

Limitations for certain cargo air-
craft.

Prohibition on mandates.

COVID-19 vaccination status.

Rulemaking related to operating
high-speed flights in high alti-
tude Class E airspace.

FAA leadership in hydrogen avia-
tion.

Advancing global leadership on
civil supersonic aircraft.

Learning period.

Counter-UAS authorities.

Study on air cargo operations.

Wing-in-ground-effect craft.

Certificates of authorization or
waiver.

Designation of additional port of
entry for the importation and
exportation of wildlife and
wildlife products by the United
States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice.

TITLE XII—NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION
SAFETY BOARD

Sec. 1201. Short title.

1041.
1042.
1043.
1044.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

1104.
1105.

Sec.
Sec.

1106.
1107.
1108.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1109.

Sec. 1110.
1111.
1112.
1113.
1114.
1115.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 1116.
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Authorization of appropriations.

Clarification of treatment of terri-
tories.

Additional workforce training.

Overtime annual report termi-
nation.

Strategic workforce plan.

Travel budgets.

Notification requirement.

Board justification of closed unac-
ceptable recommendations.

Miscellaneous investigative
thorities.

Public availability of accident re-
ports.

Ensuring accountability for time-
liness of reports.

Ensuring access to data.

Public availability of safety rec-
ommendations.

Improving delivery of family as-
sistance.

Updating civil penalty authority.

Electronic availability of public
docket records.

Drug-free workplace.

Accessibility in workplace.

Most Wanted List.

Technical corrections.

Air safety investigators.

Review of National Transpor-
tation Safety Board procure-
ments.

TITLE XIII-REVENUE PROVISIONS

Sec. 1301. Expenditure authority from air-
port and airway trust fund.

Sec. 1302. Extension of taxes funding airport
and airway trust fund.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—Unless otherwise spec-
ified, the term ‘‘Administrator’” means the
Administrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration.

(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress” means the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives.

(3) COMPTROLLER GENERAL.—The term
“Comptroller General” means the Comp-
troller General of the United States.

(4) FAA.—The term “FAA” means the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration.

(5) NEXTGEN.—The term ‘‘NextGen’ means
the Next Generation Air Transportation Sys-
tem.

(6) SECRETARY.—Unless otherwise specified,
the term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Secretary
of Transportation.

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATIONS
SEC. 101. AIRPORT PLANNING AND DEVELOP-
MENT AND NOISE COMPATIBILITY
PLANNING AND PROGRAMS.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Section 48103(a)
title 49, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (6) by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(2) by striking paragraph (7) and inserting
the following:

<(7) $3,350,000,000 for fiscal year 2024;

¢“(8) $4,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2025;

“(9) $4,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2026;

“(10) $4,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2027; and

¢“(11) $4,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2028.”".

(b) OBLIGATION AUTHORITY.—Section
47104(c) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended in the matter preceding paragraph
(1) by striking ‘“May 10, 2024’ and inserting
‘“September 30, 2028"°.

SEC. 102. FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT.

Section 48101(a) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by striking paragraphs (1)
through (7) and inserting the following:

1202.
1203.

Sec.
Sec.

1204.
1205.

Sec.
Sec.

1206.
1207.
1208.
1209.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
1210.

Sec. au-

Sec. 1211.

Sec. 1212.

1213.
1214.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 1215.

1216.
1217.

Sec.
Sec.

1218.
1219.
1220.
1221.
1222.
1223.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

of
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(1) $3,191,250,000 for fiscal year 2024.

¢(2) $3,575,000,000 for fiscal year 2025.

¢“(3) $3,625,000,000 for fiscal year 2026.

‘“(4) $3,675,000,000 for fiscal year 2027.

¢(5) $3,725,000,000 for fiscal year 2028.”.

SEC. 103. OPERATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 106(k)(1) of title
49, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing subparagraphs (A) through (G) and in-
serting the following:

“(A) $12,729,627,000 for fiscal year 2024;

“(B) $13,055,000,000 for fiscal year 2025;

¢(C) $13,354,000,000 for fiscal year 2026;

(D) $13,650,000,000 for fiscal year 2027; and

“(B) $13,954,000,000 for fiscal year 2028.”".

(b) AUTHORIZED EXPENDITURES.—Section
106(k)(2)(D) of title 49, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking clauses (i) through (v);

(2) by redesignating clause (vi) as clause
(i); and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

(i) $42,018,000 for fiscal year 2024.

“4(iii) $52,985,000 for fiscal year 2025.

““(iv) $69,044,000 for fiscal year 2026.

“(v) $65,225,000 for fiscal year 2027.

“(vi) $71,529,000 for fiscal year 2028.”".

(c) AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER FUNDS.—Sec-
tion 106(k)(3) of title 49, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘Notwithstanding’ and in-
serting the following:

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘in each of fiscal years 2018
through 2023 and for the period beginning on
October 1, 2023, and ending on May 10, 2024
and inserting ‘‘in each of fiscal years 2024
through 2028’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(B) PRIORITIZATION.—In reducing non-
safety-related activities of the Administra-
tion under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall prioritize such reductions from
amounts other than amounts authorized
under this subsection, section 48101, or sec-
tion 48103.

‘(C) SUNSET.—This paragraph shall cease
to be effective on October 1, 2028.”.

SEC. 104. EXTENSION OF MISCELLANEOUS EXPIR-
ING AUTHORITIES.

(a) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE INSURANCE.—
Section 44310(b) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘“May 10, 2024’
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2028”".

(b) MARSHALL ISLANDS, MICRONESIA, AND
PALAU.—Section 47115(i) of title 49, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘fiscal
years 2018 through 2023, and for the period
beginning on October 1, 2023, and ending on
May 10, 2024, and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2024
through 2028,”.

(c) WEATHER REPORTING PROGRAMS.—Sec-
tion 48105 of title 49, United States Code, is
amended by striking paragraph (5) and add-
ing at the end the following:

¢“(5) $60,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024
through 2028.”.

(d) MIDWAY ISLAND AIRPORT.—Section
186(d) of the Vision 100—Century of Aviation
Reauthorization Act (Public Law 108-176) is
amended by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2018
through 2023 and for the period beginning on
October 1, 2023, and ending on May 10, 2024,
and inserting ‘‘for fiscal years 2024 through
2028,’.

(e) EXTENSION OF THE SAFETY OVERSIGHT
AND CERTIFICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—
Section 202(h) of the FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-254) is amended
by striking ‘‘shall terminate’” and all that
follows through the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘shall terminate on October 1, 2028.”’.

TITLE II—FAA OVERSIGHT AND
ORGANIZATIONAL REFORM
SEC. 201. FAA LEADERSHIP.

Section 106 of title 49, United States Code,

is amended—
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(1) in subsection (a) by striking ‘“The Fed-
eral” and inserting ‘‘IN GENERAL.—The Fed-
eral’’; and

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following:

““(b) ADMINISTRATION LEADERSHIP.—

‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The head of the Admin-
istration is the Administrator, who shall be
appointed by the President, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate.

““(B) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Administrator
shall—

‘(i) be a citizen of the United States;

‘“(ii) not be an active duty member of the
Armed Forces;

‘“(iii) not have retired from the Armed
Forces within the 7 years preceding nomina-
tion; and

‘“(iv) have experience in organizational
management and a field directly related to
aviation.

‘(C) FITNESS.—In appointing an individual
as Administrator, the President shall con-
sider the fitness of such individual to carry
out efficiently the duties and powers of the
office.

‘(D) TERM OF OFFICE.—The term of office
for any individual appointed as Adminis-
trator shall be 5 years.

‘‘(E) REPORTING CHAIN.—Except as provided
in subsection (f) or in other provisions of
law, the Administrator reports directly to
the Secretary of Transportation.

““(2) DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator has a
Deputy Administrator, who shall be ap-
pointed by the President.

“(B) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Deputy Admin-
istrator shall—

‘“(i) be a citizen of the United States; and

‘“(ii) have experience in organizational
management and a field directly related to
aviation.

“(C) FITNESS.—In appointing an individual
as Deputy Administrator, the President shall
consider the fitness of the individual to
carry out efficiently the duties and powers of
the office, including the duty to act for the
Administrator when the Administrator is ab-
sent or unable to serve, or when the office of
Administrator is vacant.

‘(D) REPORTING CHAIN.—The Deputy Ad-
ministrator reports directly to the Adminis-
trator.

‘“(E) DuTIES.—The Deputy Administrator
shall carry out duties and powers prescribed
by the Administrator.

“(F) COMPENSATION.—

‘(i) ANNUAL RATE OF BASIC PAY.—The an-
nual rate of basic pay of the Deputy Admin-
istrator shall be set by the Secretary but
shall not exceed the annual rate of basic pay
payable to the Administrator.

‘“(ii) EXCEPTION.—A retired regular officer
of the Armed Forces serving as the Deputy
Administrator is entitled to hold a rank and
grade not lower than that held when ap-
pointed as the Deputy Administrator and
may elect to receive—

‘“(I) the pay provided for the Deputy Ad-
ministrator under clause (i); or

‘“(IT) the pay and allowances or the retired
pay of the military grade held.

¢‘(iii) REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES.—If the
Deputy Administrator elects to receive com-
pensation described in clause (ii)(II), the Ad-
ministration shall reimburse the appropriate
military department from funds available for
the expenses of the Administration.

‘(3) LEADERSHIP OF THE ADMINISTRATION
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘leader-
ship of the Administration’ means—

““(A) the Administrator under paragraph
(1); and

‘(B) the Deputy Administrator under para-
graph (2).”.
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SEC. 202. ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR RULE-
MAKING AND REGULATORY IM-
PROVEMENT.

(a) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR RULE-
MAKING AND REGULATORY IMPROVEMENT.—
Section 106 of title 49, United States Code, is
further amended by striking subsections (c)
and (d) and inserting the following:

““(c) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR RULE-
MAKING AND REGULATORY IMPROVEMENT.—
There is an Assistant Administrator for
Rulemaking and Regulatory Improvement
who shall be appointed by the Administrator
and shall—

‘(1) be responsible for developing and man-
aging the execution of a regulatory agenda
for the Administration that meets statutory
and Administration deadlines, including by—

““(A) prioritizing rulemaking projects that
are necessary to improve safety;

‘(B) establishing the regulatory agenda of
the Administration; and

‘(C) coordinating with offices of the Ad-
ministration, the Department, and other
Federal entities as appropriate to improve
timely feedback generation and approvals
when required by law;

‘“(2) not delegate overall responsibility for
meeting internal timelines and final comple-
tion of the regulatory activities of the Ad-
ministration outside the Office of the Assist-
ant Administrator for Rulemaking and Reg-
ulatory Improvement;

‘“(3) on an ongoing basis, review the regula-
tions of the Administration in effect to—

““(A) improve safety;

‘(B) reduce undue regulatory burden;

‘(C) replace prescriptive regulations with
performance-based regulations, as appro-
priate;

‘(D) prevent duplicative regulations; and

‘(E) increase regulatory clarity and trans-
parency whenever possible;

‘“(4) make recommendations for the review
of the Administrator under subsection
HG)(C)(ii);

‘“(b) receive, coordinate, and respond to pe-
titions for rulemaking and for exemption as
provided for in subpart A of part 11 of title
14, Code of Federal Regulations, and provide
an initial response to a petitioner not later
than 30 days after the receipt of such a peti-
tion—

‘““(A) acknowledging receipt of such peti-
tion;

“(B) confirming completeness of such peti-
tion;

“(C) providing an initial indication of the
complexity of the request and how such com-
plexity may impact the timeline for adju-
dication; and

‘(D) requesting any additional informa-
tion, as appropriate, that would assist in the
consideration of the petition;

‘‘(6) track the issuance of exemptions and
waivers by the Administration to sections of
title 14, Code of Federal Regulations, and es-
tablish a methodology by which to deter-
mine if it would be more efficient and in the
interest of the public to amend a rule to re-
duce the future need of waivers and exemp-
tions; and

“(T) promulgate regulatory updates as de-
termined more efficient or in the best inter-
est of the public under paragraph (6).

““(d) [Reserved].”.

(b) SYSTEMICALLY ADDRESSING NEED FOR
EXEMPTIONS AND WAIVERS.—Not later than 30
months after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Assistant Administrator for Rule-
making and Regulatory Improvement of the
FAA shall brief the appropriate committees
of Congress and the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives on the methodology developed
pursuant to section 106(c)(6) of title 49,
United States Code (as added by this sec-
tion).
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SEC. 203. PROHIBITION ON CONFLICTING PECU-
NIARY INTERESTS.

Section 106(e) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended to read as follows:

‘“(e) PROHIBITION ON CONFLICTING PECU-
NIARY INTERESTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The leadership of the Ad-
ministration may not have a pecuniary in-
terest in, or hold a financial interest in, an
aeronautical enterprise or engage in another
business, vocation, or employment.

‘“(2) TEACHING.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1), the Deputy Administrator may not
receive compensation for teaching without
prior approval of the Administrator.

““(3) FINANCIAL INTEREST DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘financial interest’—

““(A) means—

‘(i) any current or contingent ownership,
equity, or security interest;

‘‘(ii) any indebtedness or compensated em-
ployment relationship; or

‘“(iii) any right to purchase or acquire any
such ownership, equity, or security interest,
including a stock option; and

‘“(B) does not include securities held in an
index fund.”.

SEC. 204. AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY AND AD-
MINISTRATOR.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 106(f) of title 49,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘paragraph (2)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘paragraphs (2) and (3)’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘Neither’’ and inserting ‘‘In
exercising duties, powers, and authorities
that are assigned to the Secretary or the Ad-
ministrator under this title, neither’’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘a committee, board, or or-
ganization established by executive order.”
and inserting the following: ‘‘a committee,
board, council, or organization that is—

‘“(A) established by executive order; or

‘(B) not explicitly directed by legislation
to review the exercise of such duties, powers,
and authorities by the Secretary or the Ad-
ministrator.”;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)(ii) by striking ‘‘the
acquisition” and all that follows through the
semicolon and inserting ‘‘the acquisition, es-
tablishment, improvement, operation, main-
tenance, security (including cybersecurity),
and disposal of property, facilities, services,
and equipment of the Administration, in-
cluding all elements of the air traffic control
system owned by the Administration;’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A)@ii) by striking
“paragraph (3)” and inserting ‘‘paragraph
(4)’; and

(C) in subparagraph (B) by inserting ‘‘civil
aviation, any matter for which the Adminis-
trator is the final authority under subpara-
graph (A), any duty carried out by the Ad-
ministrator pursuant to paragraph (3), or the
provisions of this title, or” after ‘‘with re-
spect to”’;

(3) in paragraph (3)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘“In the performance’ and
inserting the following:

‘(i) ISSUANCE OF REGULATIONS.—In the per-
formance’’;

(ii) by striking ‘“The Administrator shall
act’ and inserting the following:

‘‘(ii) PETITIONS FOR RULEMAKING.—The Ad-
ministrator shall act’’;

(iii) by striking ‘“The Administrator shall
issue’’ and inserting the following:

¢“(iii) RULEMAKING TIMELINE.—The Admin-
istrator shall issue’’; and

(iv) by striking ‘“‘On February 1’ and in-
serting the following:

“(iv) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—On Feb-
ruary 1”’; and

(B) by striking subparagraphs (B) and (C)
and inserting the following:
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‘(B) APPROVAL OF SECRETARY OF TRANSPOR-
TATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may
not issue, unless the Secretary of Transpor-
tation approves the issuance of the regula-
tion in advance, a proposed regulation or
final regulation that—

‘“(I) is likely to result in the expenditure
by State, local, and Tribal governments in
the aggregate, or by the private sector, of
$250,000,000 or more (adjusted annually for in-
flation beginning with the year following the
date of enactment of the FAA Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2024) in any year; or

‘“(IT) is significant.

‘‘(ii) SIGNIFICANT REGULATIONS.—For pur-
poses of this paragraph, a regulation is sig-
nificant if the Administrator, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary (as appropriate), de-
termines that the regulation—

‘“(I) will have an annual effect on the econ-
omy of $250,000,000 or more (adjusted annu-
ally for inflation beginning with the year fol-
lowing the date of enactment of the FAA Re-
authorization Act of 2024);

‘“(II) raises novel or serious legal or policy
issues that will substantially and materially
affect other transportation modes; or

‘“(III) adversely affects, in a substantial
and material way, the economy, a sector of
the economy, productivity, competition,
jobs, the environment, public health or safe-
ty, or a State, local, or Tribal government or
community.

“‘(iii) EMERGENCY REGULATION.—

“(I) IN GENERAL.—In an emergency as de-
termined by the Administrator, the Adminis-
trator may issue a final regulation described
in clause (i) without prior approval of the
Secretary.

‘(II) OBJECTION.—If the Secretary objects
to a regulation issued under subclause (II) in
writing not later than 5 days (excluding Sat-
urday, Sundays, and legal public holidays)
after the issuance, the Administrator shall
immediately rescind such regulation.

‘“(iv) OTHER REGULATIONS.—The Secretary
may not require that the Administrator sub-
mit a proposed or final regulation to the Sec-
retary for approval, nor may the Adminis-
trator submit a proposed or final regulation
to the Secretary for approval, if the regula-
tion—

‘“(I) does not require the approval of the
Secretary under clause (i) (excluding a regu-
lation issued under clause (iii)); or

‘“(IT) is a routine or frequent action or a
procedural action.

‘(v) TIMELINE.—The Administrator shall
submit a copy of any proposed or final regu-
lation requiring approval by the Secretary
under clause (i) to the Secretary, who shall
either approve the regulation or return the
regulation to the Administrator with com-
ments not later than 30 days after receiving
the regulation. If the Secretary fails to ap-
prove or return the regulation with com-
ments to the Administrator not later than 30
days after receiving such regulation, the reg-
ulation shall be deemed to have been ap-
proved by the Secretary.

¢“(C) PERIODIC REVIEW.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For any significant regu-
lation issued after the date of enactment of
the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024, in ad-
dition to the review requirements estab-
lished under section 5.13(d) of title 49, Code
of Federal Regulations, the Administrator
shall review any significant regulation 3
years after the effective date of such regula-
tion.

‘‘(ii) DISCRETIONARY REVIEW.—The Admin-
istrator may review any regulation that has
been in effect for more than 3 years.

‘“(iii) SUBSTANCE OF REVIEW.—In per-
forming a review under clause (i) or (ii), the
Administrator shall determine if—
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““(I) the cost assumptions supporting the
regulation were accurate;

““(IT) the intended benefit of the regulation
is being realized;

‘“(ITII) the need remains to continue such
regulation as in effect; and

“(IV) the Administrator recommends up-
dates to such regulation based on the review
criteria specified in section 5.13(d) of title 49,
Code of Federal Regulations.

‘“(iv) REVIEW MANAGEMENT.—Any periodic
review of a regulation under this subpara-
graph shall be managed by the Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Rulemaking and Regulatory
Improvement, who may task an advisory
committee or the Management Advisory
Council established under subsection (p) to
assist in performing the review.”’;

(4) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4)
as paragraphs (4) and (5), respectively; and

(5) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE ADMINIS-
TRATOR.—

“