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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BOST).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 19, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MIKE BOST

to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
MIKE THOMPSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

O Lord, our God, be in our midst, for
You alone can change our harsh dis-
course into pure speech. Cleanse us
from our pride, that we would humble
ourselves before You, and appear unas-
suming and unpretentious in Your
presence.

Call us to seek refuge and counsel in
Your name, to listen for Your divine
will, and not rely on our own. For we
are not inclined to listen to any voice,
even Yours, nor accept Your correc-
tion. We fail to trust in Your guidance,
nor draw near to You, our God.

But You, O Lord, are righteous. You
do no wrong. Every morning You
render Your judgment, each dawn with-
out fail.

O Lord, our God, on this morning
may we acknowledge that You are with
us in this place. So may our actions
this day give You reason to be pleased
with us.

We call on Your name in this mo-
ment and will strive to serve You
throughout the day with one accord. As
one body of many Members we can find
refuge in You together in Your name,
in which we pray this day.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. LLAHOOD)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LAHOOD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

—————

RECOGNIZING WELLSBORO
VETERANS OUTPATIENT CLINIC

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the Wellsboro veterans outpatient clin-
ic.

Recently, the Wellsboro veterans
outpatient clinic in Tioga County re-
opened after nearly a year of renova-
tions.

Our veterans have faced challenges
on the battlefield and, too often, at
home when seeking care. Reopening
this facility is a step toward elimi-

nating those barriers and providing
better access to health services, mental
health support, and the resources our
veterans need to thrive.

The new state-of-the-art clinic has
expanded to provide podiatry, tele-
health, and optometry services. Addi-
tionally, the clinic will have specialty
physicians who travel to Wellsboro.

Having spent nearly 30 years in the
healthcare industry, I understand the
vital importance of access to quality
healthcare in rural communities and
have become a strong advocate for in-
creased access, affordability, and qual-
ity of care.

Mr. Speaker, our veterans deserve
the utmost care, and the Wellsboro VA
Clinic can provide essential services for
those who fought for our freedoms.

———

OUR BEST WORK HERE DERIVES
FROM COMPROMISE

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr.
what?

Yesterday, this body was prepared to
pass a bipartisan spending bill to carry
us into the new year and the new Con-
gress. It was imperfect, yet it met
many of our country’s critical needs,
especially disaster relief.

Then, the agents of chaos descended,
including what might just be our newly
minted oligarch, Mr. Musk.

Now what? Mr. Speaker, we are about
to swear in a new group of Members. It
reminds me of my first day in this body
when my Republican friend, Mark
Kirk, advised me that our best work
here derives from compromise.

I can only hope his advice is heeded
here today and that we don’t sink into
“if T don’t get all that I want, I will
take my ball and go home,” or, worse
yet, “‘shut our government down.”

Speaker, now
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF LYLE
ROCK

(Mr. STAUBER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the service of my
friend, Lieutenant Colonel Lyle Rock.

Lyle is a childhood friend of mine,
and I have known him for over 50
years. We grew up in the same neigh-
borhood and played hockey together.

Service to our Nation is a proud tra-
dition in the Rock family. Lyle’s father
honorably served at the 148th Fighter
Wing in Duluth, Minnesota, and Lyle
followed in his footsteps, joining the
Minnesota Air National Guard.

In 2009, Lyle volunteered to deploy to
Iraq, where he served as the chief of lo-
gistics and Iraqi adviser at the Multi-
National Security Transition Com-
mand—Iraq. He happened to serve in
Iraq at the same time as my wife, Jodi,
and even though they served at dif-
ferent locations, it always gave me
comfort to know that he was over
there with her.

During his career, Lyle has served at
both the 148th Fighter Wing and the
133rd Airlift Wing, and he is currently
posted at the Joint Force Head-
quarters, where he works as a director
of plans and policy.

At this time, Lyle Rock is the long-
est serving Air National Guard officer,
with 38 years and 11 months under his
belt.

I find it especially impressive that
throughout his entire service, he has
only missed 2 days of drill.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to call Lieu-
tenant Colonel Lyle Rock my good
friend, and the State of Minnesota is
proud of his decades of service.

———

MY SHERO, CONGRESSWOMAN
BARBARA LEE

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to send a message to my col-
league, my dearest Sigma Gamma Rho
sorority sister, and my shero, BARBARA
LEE. She will always be an inspiration
to me and many others.

When BARBARA LEE started her polit-
ical career, she couldn’t have known
that she would become such a role
model for so many people, especially
Black women. She is an inspiration,
and it has been my deepest honor to
call her a friend and mentor.

I continue to look up to BARBARA
LEE as a strong voice for civil rights,
health equity, poverty elimination, and
actually so much more. She was the
driving force in establishing PEPFAR
in 2003, a critical program that has
saved over 25 million lives from HIV
and AIDS all over the world.

I am honored to carry her legacy into
the next Congress to reauthorize
PEPFAR, one of the world’s most suc-
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cessful health programs. We must con-
tinue to fund this critical program
until we end the HIV and AIDS pan-
demic.

I thank BARBARA LEE for all the
work she has done and all the work she
continues to accomplish in the future.

I love you, BARBARA LEE.

———

RECOGNIZING CONGRESSMAN
PATRICK MCHENRY

(Mr. EMMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor my friend, Congress-
man, and chairperson of the House of
Representatives Financial Services
Committee, PATRICK MCHENRY, as he
retires from Congress after 20 years of
service.

Throughout his time here in Wash-
ington, Chairman MCHENRY has been a
champion of innovation and always
worked to ensure that American cap-
ital markets remain the envy of the
world.

Chairman MCHENRY has been my per-
sonal mentor since I came to Congress,
and I can’t thank him enough for his
counsel and guidance and his two dec-
ades of leadership, hard work, and dedi-
cation in the financial services space
and beyond. His retirement is going to
leave enormous shoes to fill and a leg-
acy that will be felt by this institution
for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, if it was physically pos-
sible to walk in PATRICK’s shoes, I
would. It has been a pleasure learning
from him and serving alongside him.
While we will miss having PATRICK
here in these Halls, we wish him and
his family the very best in the days to
come.

———
RECOGNIZING CHRIS PACHOLEC

(Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize an
extraordinary member of my team who
joined our office 1 year ago as a Brook-
ings Congressional Fellow and will,
sadly, be returning to his previous role
at the Department of Defense in the
new year.

Chris Pacholec is a native of New
Jersey, which we have forgiven him
for. He has now earned the title of hon-
orary Pennsylvanian.

A Renaissance man, Chris brings his
joyful spirit, hardworking dedication,
banking skills, Legos, and corgi, Dex-
ter, to our office, faithfully and tire-
lessly serving Pennsylvania’s Fourth
Congressional District.

Chris took on the Foreign Affairs
Committee work for my office during
extraordinarily heavy times. He be-
came an integral part of our legislative
team right away, meeting with con-
stituents, advocacy organizations, and
fellow Hill staff.
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In just under a year, Chris has be-
come a de facto foreign policy expert
and a valued member of our team.

We will miss his calm demeanor and
wealth of knowledge, along with his in-
fectious, positive attitude.

I speak for my whole team when I
say: Thank you, Chris. We are sorry to
see you go, and we hope that you will
be back soon. Feel free to bring the
cupcakes. We wish you the best.

———

HONORING DALE MURDEN, 2024
TEXAS FARM BUREAU PIONEER
AWARD WINNER

(Ms. DE LA CRUZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Dale Murden, a dedi-
cated leader in south Texas agri-
culture, for winning the 2024 Texas
Farm Bureau Pioneer Award.

As president of the Texas Citrus Mu-
tual, Dale is a steadfast advocate for
the State of Texas’ citrus industry,
championing legislative priorities such
as the 1944 water treaty issue, pest and
disease management, and leading inno-
vation that strengthens our agricul-
tural community.

Dale’s work supports thousands of
farmers and helps preserve the rich
farming heritage of south Texas.

On behalf of the 15th Congressional
District of Texas, I congratulate Dale
on this well-deserved recognition, and I
thank him for his service to our farm-
ers and to the great State of Texas.

———

HONORING DONALD McLEOD

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the career of Donald
McLeod, an Orange County airman.

In 1945, Mr. McLeod joined the Army
before transferring to the newly cre-
ated U.S. Air Force.

From the excitement of the Berlin
airlift to the isolation of Greenland,
Mr. McLeod faithfully served his coun-
try at every post.

When he returned to civilian life, Mr.
McLeod used his aircraft expertise to
land a job with McDonnell Douglas,
where he worked for almost 10 years. In
1985, Mr. McLeod retired and began a
career with his newly minted wedded
wife as a Catholic missionary.

Mr. McLeod retired for a second time
in 2010 and currently lives in my dis-
trict in Anaheim, where he enjoys the
events put on by the American Vet-
erans Assistance Group. His dedication
to serving others is unmatched, and I
am happy that he is enjoying his well-
deserved second retirement.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. McLeod for
serving his country and for his dedica-
tion to our community. He is a valued
member of our community.
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HONORING AND CONGRATULATING
OMER OSMAN

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate my fellow
Peorian, Omer Osman, on his retire-
ment as secretary of the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation.

Omer comes from very humble begin-
nings. Born in the country of Sudan
the fourth of 11 children, he learned
English by watching American West-
erns and soap operas on television. He
moved to the United States as a young
man for college and graduated from
Southern University, where he studied
civil engineering before beginning a ca-
reer in Peoria, Illinois.

Osman began at IDOT, the Illinois
Department of Transportation, as a
civil engineer in 1989 and worked his
way up the ranks, becoming, in 2019, I1-
linois’ 13th transportation secretary.
In 2021, he was the first person of color
to be confirmed in the role.

Along the way, he became a proud
graduate of Bradley University, located
in my district, with a master’s degree
in civil engineering in 1995.

In his role as transportation sec-
retary, Omer oversaw over 80 airports,
an expansive waterway infrastructure
system, and 300,000 miles of roads,
bridges, and railroads that transport 25
percent of the country’s freight, which
passes through Illinois.

The bottom line is that Secretary
Osman has lived the American Dream
and has been an integral part of pre-
serving and growing the infrastructure
we have today in Illinois. His legacy
will last for years to come.

It is my privilege to congratulate my
good friend on his retirement and wish
him and his lovely wife, Magda, and
their three children all the best.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 15 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
0 1725

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MOLINARO) at 5 o’clock
and 25 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bill was signed by the Speaker
on Thursday, December 19, 2024:

H.R. 5009, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
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ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 19, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 19, 2024, at 2:49 p.m.

That the Senate agrees to the
amendment to the bill S. 709.

That the Senate agrees to the
amendment to the bill S. 3791.

That the Senate agrees to the
amendment to the bill S. 4367.

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 46.

That the Senate passed S. 432.

That the Senate passed S. 608.

That the Senate passed S. 961.

That the Senate passed S. 1059.

That the Senate passed S. 1088.

That the Senate passed S. 1760.

That the Senate passed S. 2018.

That the Senate passed S. 2042.

That the Senate passed S. 2151.

That the Senate passed S. 2615.

Appointment: National Commission on the
Future of the Navy.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

House
House

House

KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 19, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 19, 2024, at 2:49 p.m.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed
ment H.R. 5443.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 6062.

2620.
2742.
3123.
4129.
4209.
4511.
4607.
4994.
5000.
5125.
5136.
5595.
without amend-
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That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 8666.
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

FURTHER  CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS AND DISASTER RE-
LIEF SUPPLEMENTAL APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2025

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 10515) making further continuing
appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2025, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 10515

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Relief Act, 2025”.

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents of this Act is as fol-
lows:

Sec. 1. Short title.
Sec. 2. Table of contents.
Sec. 3. References.

DIVISION A—FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025

DIVISION B—DISASTER RELIEF SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025

DIVISION C—HEALTH
Sec. 3001. Short title; table of contents.
TITLE I—PUBLIC HEALTH EXTENDERS

Sec. 3101. Extension for community health
centers, National Health Serv-
ice Corps, and teaching health
centers that operate GME pro-
grams.

Extension of special diabetes pro-
grams.

National health security exten-
sions.

TITLE II-MEDICARE

Extension of increased inpatient
hospital payment adjustment
for certain low-volume hos-
pitals.

Extension of the Medicare-depend-
ent hospital (MDH) program.
Extension of add-on payments for

ambulance services.

Extension of funding for quality
measure endorsement, input,
and selection.

Extension of funding outreach and
assistance for low-income pro-
grams.

Extension of the work geographic
index floor.

Extension of certain telehealth
flexibilities.

Sec. 3102.

Sec. 3103.

Sec. 3201.

Sec. 3202.

Sec. 3203.

Sec. 3204.

Sec. 3205.

Sec. 3206.

Sec. 3207.
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Sec. 3208. Extending acute hospital care at
home waiver authorities.

3209. Extension of temporary inclusion
of authorized oral antiviral
drugs as covered part D drugs.

3210. Medicare improvement fund.

TITLE III—HUMAN SERVICES

3301. Extension of child and family
services programs.

Sexual risk avoidance education
extension.

Personal responsibility education
extension.

Extension of funding for family-
to-family health information
centers.

TITLE IV—MEDICAID

3401. Eliminating certain dispropor-
tionate share hospital payment
cuts.

DIVISION D—EXTENSION OF
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS

4101. Extension of agricultural
grams.

DIVISION E—OTHER MATTERS

5101. Commodity futures trading com-
mission whistleblower program.
Protection of certain facilities and
assets from unmanned aircraft.
Additional special assessment.
National cybersecurity protection
system authorization.
Extension of temporary order for
fentanyl-related substances.
Temporary extension of public
debt limit.
SEC. 3. REFERENCES.

Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division.

DIVISION A—FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025

SEC. 101. The Continuing Appropriations
Act, 2025 (division A of Public Law 118-83) is
amended—

(1) by striking the date specified in section
106(3) and inserting ‘‘March 14, 2025°’;

(2) in section 126 to read as follows:

“SEC. 126. Notwithstanding section 101,
amounts are provided for ‘District of Colum-
bia—Federal Payment for Emergency Plan-
ning and Security Costs in the District of
Columbia’ at a rate for operations of
$90,000,000, of which not less than $50,000,000
shall be for costs associated with the Presi-
dential Inauguration to be held in January
2025: Provided, That such amounts may be ap-
portioned up to the rate for operations nec-
essary to maintain emergency planning and
security activities.”’; and

(3) by adding after section 152 the following
new sections:

‘“‘SEC. 153. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘Department of Commerce—Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion—Procurement, Acquisition and Con-
struction’ may be apportioned up to the rate
for operations necessary to maintain the ac-
quisition schedule for Geostationary Earth
Orbit in an amount not to exceed $625,000,000.

““SEC. 154. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘Department of Justice—Justice
Operations, Management and Account-
ability—Justice Information Sharing Tech-
nology’ may be apportioned up to the rate
for operations necessary to carry out
proactive vulnerability detection and pene-
tration testing activities.

“SEC. 155. In addition to amounts other-
wise provided by section 101, there is appro-
priated to the Department of Justice for
‘Federal Bureau of Investigation—Salaries
and Expenses’, $16,668,000, for an additional
amount for fiscal year 2025, to remain avail-

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec. 3302.
Sec. 3303.

Sec. 3304.

Sec.

Sec. pro-
Sec.
Sec. 5102.

5103.
5104.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 5105.

Sec. 5106.
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able until September 30, 2026, to conduct risk
reduction and modification of National Secu-
rity Systems: Provided, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

“SEC. 156. (a) Amounts made available by
section 101 to the Department of Defense for
‘Procurement—Shipbuilding and Conversion,
Navy’, may be apportioned up to the rate for
operations necessary for ‘Columbia Class
Submarine (AP)’ in an amount not to exceed
$5,996,130,000.

“(b) Amounts made available by section
101 to the Department of Defense for ‘Pro-
curement—Shipbuilding and Conversion,
Navy’ may be apportioned up to the rate for
operations mnecessary for ‘Columbia Class
Submarine’ in an amount not to exceed
$2,922,300,000.

“SEC. 157. (a) In addition to amounts other-
wise provided by section 101, there is appro-
priated to the Department of Defense for
‘Procurement—Shipbuilding and Conversion,
Navy’, $5,691,000,000, for an additional
amount for fiscal year 2025, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2029, for the Vir-
ginia Class Submarine program and for
workforce wage and non-executive salary im-
provements for other nuclear-powered vessel
programs: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
2561(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

““(b) Amounts appropriated by subsection
(a) may be used to incrementally fund con-
tract obligations for the improvement of
workforce wages and non-executive level sal-
aries on new or existing contracts pertaining
to the Virginia Class Submarine program or
to other nuclear-powered vessel programs.

“SEC. 158. In addition to amounts other-
wise provided by section 101, there is appro-
priated to the Department of Defense for
‘Operation and Maintenance—Defense-Wide’,
$913,440,000, for an additional amount for fis-
cal year 2025, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, to conduct risk reduction
and modification of National Security Sys-
tems: Provided, That the amount provided by
this section may be transferred to accounts
under the headings ‘Operation and Mainte-
nance’, ‘Procurement’, and ‘Research, Devel-
opment, Test and Evaluation’: Provided fur-
ther, That funds transferred pursuant to the
preceding proviso shall be merged with and
available for the same purpose and for the
same time period as the appropriations to
which the funds are transferred: Provided fur-
ther, That any transfer authority provided
herein is in addition to any other transfer
authority provided by law: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

“SEC. 159. (a) Amounts made available by
section 101 for ‘Department of Energy—
Atomic Energy Defense Activities—Environ-
mental and Other Defense Activities—Other
Defense Activities’ may be apportioned up to
the rate for operations necessary to sustain
specialized security activities.

“(b) The Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and the Secretary of En-
ergy shall notify the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate not later than 3 days after
each use of the authority provided in sub-
section (a).

“SEC. 160. In addition to amounts other-
wise provided by section 101, there is appro-
priated to the Department of Energy for
‘Atomic Energy Defense Activities—Envi-
ronmental and Other Defense Activities—
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Other Defense Activities’, $1,750,000, for an
additional amount for fiscal year 2025, to re-
main available until September 30, 2026, to
conduct risk reduction and modification of
National Security Systems: Provided, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

‘““SEC. 161. During the period covered by
this Act, section 10609(a) of the Northwestern
New Mexico Rural Water Projects Act (sub-
title B of title X of Public Law 111-11) shall
be applied by substituting °$1,640,000,000° for
¢$870,000,000” and ‘2025 for ‘2024’.

“SEC. 162. In addition to amounts other-
wise provided by section 101, there is appro-
priated to the Department of the Treasury
for ‘Departmental Offices—Office of Ter-
rorism and Financial Intelligence—Salaries
and Expenses’, $908,000, for an additional
amount for fiscal year 2025, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2026, to conduct risk
reduction and modification of National Secu-
rity Systems: Provided, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

‘“SEC. 163. Section 302 of title III of Public
Law 108-494 shall be applied by substituting
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act
for ‘December 31, 2024’ each place it appears.

‘““SEC. 164. (a) Notwithstanding section 101,
section 747 of title VII of division B of Public
Law 118-47 shall be applied through the date
specified in section 106(3) of this Act by—

‘(1) substituting ‘2024’ for ‘2023’ each place
it appears;

‘(2) substituting ‘2025’ for ‘2024’ each place
it appears;

“(3) substituting 2026’ for ‘2025’; and

‘“(4) substituting ‘section 747 of division B
of Public Law 118-47, as in effect on Sep-
tember 30, 2024’ for ‘section 747 of division E
of Public Law 117-328" each place it appears.

‘“(b) Subsection (a) shall not take effect
until the first day of the first applicable pay
period beginning on or after January 1, 2025.

““SEC. 165. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘Department of Education—Stu-
dent Aid Administration’ may be appor-
tioned up to the rate for operations nec-
essary to ensure the continuation of student
loan servicing activities and student aid ap-
plication and eligibility determination proc-
esses.

‘““SEC. 166. During the period covered by
this Act, section 123 of division A of Public
Law 118-42 and the provisions carrying the
same restriction in prior Acts making appro-
priations to the Department of Defense for
military construction shall not apply to un-
obligated balances from prior year appro-
priations made available under the heading
‘Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Army’ and such balances may be obli-
gated for an access road project at Arlington
National Cemetery.

‘““SEC. 167. (a) Notwithstanding section 101,
the second proviso under the heading ‘De-
partment of Veterans Affairs—Veterans
Health Administration—Medical Services’
shall not apply during the period covered by
this Act.

‘“‘(b) Notwithstanding section 101, the sec-
ond proviso under the heading ‘Department
of Veterans Affairs—Veterans Health Admin-
istration—Medical Community Care’ shall
not apply during the period covered by this
Act.

‘“(c) Notwithstanding section 101, the sec-
ond proviso under the heading ‘Department
of Veterans Affairs—Veterans Health Admin-
istration—Medical Support and Compliance’
shall not apply during the period covered by
this Act.
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‘“‘SEC. 168. Notwithstanding section 101, the
fifth and sixth provisos under the heading
‘Millennium Challenge Corporation’ in divi-
sion F of Public Law 118-47 shall be applied
by substituting ‘December 31, 2025’ for ‘De-
cember 31, 2024’ each place it appears.

““SEC. 169. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘Department of Transportation—
Federal Aviation Administration—Oper-
ations’ may be apportioned up to the rate for
operations necessary to fund mandatory pay
increases and other inflationary adjust-
ments, to maintain and improve air traffic
services, to hire and train air traffic control-
lers, and to continue aviation safety over-
sight, while avoiding service reductions.”’.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Further
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2025”.
DIVISION B—DISASTER RELIEF SUPPLE-

MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025

The following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and for other purposes,
namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS
PROCESSING, RESEARCH, AND MARKETING
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Office of the
Secretary’’, $30,780,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for necessary expenses
related to losses of revenue, quality or pro-
duction of crops (including milk, on-farm
stored commodities, crops prevented from
planting, and harvested adulterated wine
grapes), trees, bushes, and vines, as a con-
sequence of droughts, wildfires, hurricanes,
floods, derechos, excessive heat, tornadoes,
winter storms, freeze, including a polar vor-
tex, smoke exposure, and excessive moisture
occurring in calendar years 2023 and 2024
under such terms and conditions as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Agriculture (re-
ferred to in this title as ‘‘Secretary’’): Pro-
vided, That of the amounts provided in this
paragraph under this heading in this Act, the
Secretary shall use up to $2,000,000,000 to pro-
vide assistance to producers of livestock, as
determined by the Secretary, for losses in-
curred during calendar years 2023 and 2024
due to drought, wildfires, or floods: Provided
further, That the Secretary may provide as-
sistance for such losses in the form of block
grants to eligible States and territories and
such assistance may include compensation
to producers, as determined by the Sec-
retary, for timber (including payments to
non-Federal forest landowners), citrus,
pecan, and poultry (including infrastructure)
losses, and for agricultural producers who
have suffered losses due to the failure of
Mexico to deliver water to the United States
in accordance with the 1944 Water Treaty:
Provided further, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this heading in this Act, the Sec-
retary shall offer individualized technical as-
sistance to interested non-insured producers
to help them apply for assistance made
available under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amounts made available
under this paragraph under this heading in
this Act, the Secretary may use up to
$30,000,000, for reimbursement for adminis-
trative and operating expenses available for
crop insurance contracts for 2022 and 2023 re-
insurance years in a manner consistent with
Section 771 of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (Public Law 117-328): Provided
further, That of the amounts made available
under this paragraph under this heading in
this Act, and without regard to 44 U.S.C. 3501
et. seq., the Secretary shall use $3,000,000 to
carry out regular testing for the purposes of
verifying and validating the methodology
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and protocols of the inspection of molasses
at any United States ports of entry, includ-
ing whether the molasses meets each statu-
tory requirement without the use of addi-
tives or blending, relevant definitional ex-
planatory notes, and each property typical of
molasses in the United States as directed in
Senate Report 118-193: Provided further, That
at the election of a processor eligible for a
loan under section 156 of the Federal Agri-
culture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996
(7T U.S.C. 7272) or a cooperative processor of
dairy, the Secretary shall make payments
for losses in 2023 and 2024 to such processors
(to be paid to producers, as determined by
such processors) in lieu of payments to pro-
ducers and under the same terms and condi-
tions as payments made to processors pursu-
ant to title I of the Additional Supplemental
Appropriations for Disaster Relief Act, 2019
(Public Law 116-20) under the heading ‘‘De-
partment of Agriculture—Agricultural Pro-
grams—Processing, Research and Mar-
keting—Office of the Secretary’, as last
amended by section 791(c) of title VII of divi-
sion B of the Further Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2020 (Public Law 116-94): Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding section
760.1503(j) of title 7, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, in the event that a processor described
in the preceding proviso does not elect to re-
ceive payments under such clause, the Sec-
retary shall make direct payments to pro-
ducers under this heading in this Act: Pro-
vided further, That the total amount of pay-
ments received under this paragraph under
this heading in this Act for producers who
did not obtain a policy or plan of insurance
for an insurable commodity for the applica-
ble crop year under the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) for the crop
incurring the losses or did not file the re-
quired paperwork and pay the service fee by
the applicable State filing deadline for a
noninsurable commodity for the applicable
crop year under Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program for the crop incurring
the losses shall not exceed 70 percent of the
loss as determined by the Secretary, except
the Secretary shall provide payments not to
exceed 90 percent of the producer’s revenue
losses as determined by the Secretary if the
Secretary determines a de minimis amount
of a producer’s revenue loss is attributable
to crops for which the producer did not in-
sure or obtain Noninsured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program coverage: Provided further,
That the amount provided in this paragraph
under this heading in this Act shall be sub-
ject to the terms and conditions set forth in
the first, second, sixth, seventh, eighth,
ninth, tenth, and 12th provisos under this
heading in title I of the Disaster Relief Sup-
plemental Appropriations Act, 2022 (division
B of Public Law 117-43), except that such
ninth proviso under such heading shall be ap-
plied by substituting 2023 and 2024 for
€¢2020 and 2021’ and the Secretary shall apply
a separate payment limit for economic as-
sistance payments: Provided further, That not
later than 120 days after the enactment of
this Act, and for each fiscal quarter there-
after until the amounts provided under this
heading in this Act are expended, the Sec-
retary shall report to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate on the implementation of
any programs provided for under this head-
ing in this Act specifying the type, amount,
and method of such assistance by State and
territory: Provided further, That of the
amounts provided in this paragraph,
$10,000,000,000 shall be made available for the
Secretary to make economic assistance
available pursuant to section 2102 of this
title in this Act: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
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ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

For an additional amount for ‘“‘Office of the
Secretary’’, $220,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for the Secretary to provide
assistance in the form of block grants to eli-
gible States to provide compensation to pro-
ducers for necessary expenses related to
crop, timber, and livestock losses, including
on-farm infrastructure, as a consequence of
any weather event in 2023 or 2024 that a
State, in its sole discretion, determines war-
rants such relief: Provided, That eligible
States are those States with a net farm in-
come for 2023 of less than $250,000,000, as re-
corded in the data in the Economic Research
Service publication “Farm Income and
Wealth Statistics’” as of December 3, 2024,
and fewer than eight thousand farms and an
average farm size of fewer than one thousand
acres per farm, as recorded in the National
Agricultural Statistics Service publication
“Farms and Land in Farms 2023 Summary
(February, 2024)’: Provided further, That the
Secretary shall work with eligible States on
any necessary terms and conditions of the
block grants, fully taking in account the
needs of each State: Provided further, That
any such terms and conditions may not im-
pose additional costs on producers: Provided
further, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A){)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For an additional amount for ‘‘Office of In-
spector General’’, $7,500,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for audits, investiga-
tions, and other oversight of projects and ac-
tivities carried out with funds made avail-
able to the Department of Agriculture in
this Act: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Buildings
and Facilities”, $42,500,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
PROGRAMS
FARM SERVICE AGENCY

EMERGENCY FOREST RESTORATION PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘‘Emergency
Forest Restoration Program’’, $356,535,000, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

EMERGENCY CONSERVATION PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘‘Emergency
Conservation Program’’, $828,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘‘Emergency
Watershed Protection Program’ for nec-
essary expenses for the Emergency Water-
shed Protection Program, $920,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
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That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

RURAL DEVELOPMENT DISASTER ASSISTANCE
FUND

For an additional amount for the ‘‘Rural
Development Disaster Assistance Fund’ as
authorized under section 6945 of title 7,
United States Code, as amended by this Act,
$362,600,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That section 6945(b) of title
7, United States Code, shall apply to
amounts provided under this heading in this
Act: Provided further, That amounts provided
under this heading in this Act may not be
transferred pursuant to section 2257 of title
7, United States Code: Provided further, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS
FoOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE
COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘‘Commodity
Assistance Program’ for the emergency food
assistance program as authorized by section
27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7
U.S.C. 2036(a)) and section 204(a)(1) of the
Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983 (7
U.S.C. 7508(a)(1)), $25,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2026: Provided, That
such funds shall be for infrastructure needs
related to the consequences of a major dis-
aster declaration pursuant to the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) in cal-
endar years 2023 and 2024: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS TITLE

SEC. 2101. Section 10101 of the Disaster Re-
lief and Recovery Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act, 2008 (division B of Public Law 110-
329; 7 U.S.C. 6945) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the first sentence—

(i) by striking ‘‘for authorized activities”
and inserting ‘¢, in the form of loans, grants,
loan guarantees, or cooperative agreements,
for any authorized activity’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘or’”’ between ‘‘President’”’
and ‘‘the Secretary of Agriculture’” and in-
serting a comma; and

(iii) by inserting after ‘‘the Secretary of
Agriculture” the following: ‘‘, or the Gov-
ernor of a State or Territory’’;

(B) in the second sentence, inserting after
“‘to carry out the activity’’, the following: ¢,
but shall not be limited to the original form
of assistance, if any’’; and

(C) by inserting after the first sentence, as
so amended, the following: ‘“The cost of such
direct and guaranteed loans, including the
cost of modifying loans, shall be as defined
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974.”; and

(2) in subsection (c¢), to read as follows—

‘‘(c) WAIVER OF ACTIVITY OR PROJECT LIMI-
TATIONS.—For any activity or project for
which amounts in the Rural Development
Disaster Assistance Fund will be obligated
under subsection (b)—

‘(1) the Secretary of Agriculture may
waive any limits on population, income, age,
and duplication with respect to replacement
of damaged or destroyed utilities, or cost-
sharing otherwise applicable, except that, if
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the amounts proposed to be obligated in con-
nection with the disaster would exceed the
amount specified in subsection (h), the noti-
fication required by that subsection shall in-
clude information and justification with re-
gard to any waivers to be granted under this
subsection;

‘“(2) the Secretary of Agriculture may use
alternative sources of income data provided
by local, regional, State, or Federal govern-
ment sources to determine program eligi-
bility; and

‘“(3) with respect to grants authorized by 7
U.S.C. 1926(a)(19), the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall not require the applicant to
demonstrate that it is unable to finance the
proposed project from its own resources, or
through commercial credit at reasonable
rates and terms, or other funding sources
without grant assistance.”.

(3) Amounts provided by this section are
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 2102. (a)(1) With respect to the 2024
crop year, if the Secretary determines that
the expected gross return per acre for an eli-
gible commodity determined under para-
graph (2) is less than the expected cost of
production per acre for that eligible com-
modity determined under paragraph (3), the
Secretary shall, not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, make a 1-
time economic assistance payment to each
producer of that eligible commodity during
that crop year.

(2) The expected gross return per acre for
an eligible commodity referred to in para-
graph (1) shall be equal to—

(A) in the case of wheat, corn, grain sor-
ghum, barley, oats, cotton, rice, and soy-
beans, the product obtained by multiplying—

(i) the projected average farm price for the
applicable eligible commodity for the 2024
2025 marketing year contained in the most
recent World Agricultural Supply and De-
mand Estimates published before the date of
enactment of this Act by the World Agricul-
tural Outlook Board; and

(ii) the national average harvested yield
per acre for the applicable eligible com-
modity for the most recent 10 crop years, as
determined by the Secretary; and

(B) in the case of each eligible commodity
not specified in subparagraph (A), a com-
parable estimate of gross returns, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(3) The expected cost of production per
acre for an eligible commodity referred to in
paragraph (1) shall be equal to—

(A) in the case of wheat, corn, grain sor-
ghum, barley, oats, cotton, rice, and soy-
beans, the total costs listed for the 2024 crop
year with respect to the applicable eligible
commodity contained in the most recent
data product entitled ‘‘national average
cost-of-production forecasts for major U.S.
field crops’ published by the Economic Re-
search Service; and

(B) in the case of each eligible commodity
not specified in subparagraph (A), a com-
parable total estimated cost-of-production,
as determined by the Secretary.

(4)(A) The amount of an economic assist-
ance payment to a producer for an eligible
commodity under paragraph (1) shall be
equal to 26 percent of the product obtained
by multiplying—

(i) the economic loss for that eligible com-
modity determined under subparagraph (B);
and

(ii) the eligible acres of that eligible com-
modity on the farm determined under sub-
paragraph (C).

(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A)@),
the economic loss for an eligible commodity
shall be equal to the difference between—
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(i) the expected cost of production per acre
for that eligible commodity, as determined
under paragraph (3); and

(ii) the expected gross return per acre for
that eligible commodity, as determined
under paragraph (2).

(C) For purposes of subparagraph (A)(ii),
the eligible acres of an eligible commodity
on a farm shall be equal to the sum obtained
by adding—

(i) the acreage planted on the farm to that
eligible commodity for harvest, grazing,
haying, silage, or other similar purposes for
the 2024 crop year; and

(ii) an amount equal to 50 percent of the
acreage on the farm that was prevented from
being planted during the 2024 crop year to
that eligible commodity because of drought,
flood, or other natural disaster, or other con-
dition beyond the control of the producers on
the farm, as determined by the Secretary.

(D) For purposes of subparagraph (C)(i), the
Secretary shall consider acreage planted to
include any land devoted to planted acres for
accepted skip-row planting patterns, as de-
termined by the Secretary.

(E) If the Secretary determines there is in-
sufficient data to determine the comparable
estimate of gross returns with respect to an
eligible commodity under paragraph (2)(B) or
a comparable total estimated cost-of-produc-
tion with respect to an eligible commodity
under paragraph (3)(B), the Secretary shall
use data related to a similarly situated com-
modity for purposes of determining the pay-
ment amount under this paragraph.

(5) In no case shall the amount of an eco-
nomic assistance payment to a producer for
an eligible commodity under paragraph (1)
be equal to less than the product obtained by
multiplying—

(A) 8 percent of the reference price for the
eligible commodity described in section
1111(19) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7
U.S.C. 9011(19));

(B) the national average payment yield for
the eligible commodity described in section
1111(15) of that Act (7 U.S.C. 9011(15)); and

(C) the number of eligible acres for the eli-
gible commodity described in paragraph
(4)(C).

(b)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2),
sections 1001, 1001A, 1001B, and 1001C of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308, 1308-
1, 1308-2, 1308-3) shall apply with respect to
assistance provided under this section.

(2) The total amount of payments received,
directly or indirectly, by a person or legal
entity (except a joint venture or general
partnership) under this section may not ex-
ceed—

(A) $125,000, if less than 75 percent of the
average gross income of the person or legal
entity for the 2020, 2021, and 2022 tax years is
derived from farming, ranching, or
silviculture activities; and

(B) $250,000, if not less than 75 percent of
the average gross income of the person or
legal entity for the 2020, 2021, and 2022 tax
years is derived from farming, ranching, or
silviculture activities.

(3) The payment limitations under para-
graph (2) shall be separate from annual pay-
ment limitations under any other program.

(¢) In this section:

(1) The terms ‘‘extra-long staple cotton”
and ‘‘producer” have the meanings given
those terms in section 1111 of the Agricul-
tural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9011).

(2) The term ‘‘cotton” means extra-long
staple cotton and upland cotton.

(3)(A) The term ‘‘eligible commodity’’
means a loan commodity (as defined in sec-
tion 1201(a) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7
U.S.C. 9031(a)).

(B) The term ‘‘eligible commodity’ does
not include graded wool, nongraded wool,
mohair, or honey.
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(4) The terms ‘‘legal entity’ and ‘‘person”
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 1001(a) of the Food Security Act of 1985
(7T U.S.C. 1308(a)).

(56) The term ‘‘rice’” means long grain rice
and medium grain rice.

(6) The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of Agriculture.

(d) Amounts provided by this section are
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

TITLE II
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
EcoNoMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘‘Economic
Development Assistance Programs’’,
$1,610,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, pursuant to sections 209 and 703 of
the Public Works and Economic Develop-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 3149 and 3233), for eco-
nomic adjustment assistance related to flood
mitigation, disaster relief, long-term recov-
ery, and restoration of infrastructure in
areas that received a major disaster designa-
tion as a result of hurricanes, wildfires, se-
vere storms and flooding, tornadoes, and
other natural disasters occurring in calendar
years 2023 and 2024 under the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.): Provided,
That within the amount appropriated under
this heading in this Act, up to 3 percent of
funds may be transferred to ‘‘Salaries and
Expenses’ for administration and oversight
activities: Provided further, That within the
amount appropriated under this heading in
this Act, $10,000,000 shall be transferred to
the Delta Regional Authority (7 U.S.C.
2009aa et seq.): Provided further, That the
Delta Regional Authority shall notify the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate 15 days
prior to the obligation of the amounts made
available under the preceding proviso: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Com-
merce is authorized to appoint and fix the
compensation of such temporary personnel
as may be necessary to implement the re-
quirements under this heading in this Act,
without regard to the provisions of title 5,
United States Code, governing appointments
in the competitive service: Provided further,
That within the amount appropriated under
this heading in this Act, $7,000,000 shall be
transferred to ‘‘Departmental Management—
Office of Inspector General’’ for carrying out
investigations and audits related to the
funding provided under this heading in this
Act: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operations,
Research, and Facilities’” for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of hurri-
canes, typhoons, flooding, wildfires, and
other disasters in calendar years 2023 and
2024, $244,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2026, as follows:

(1) $144,000,000 for repair and replacement
of observing assets, real property, and equip-
ment; for marine debris assessment and re-
moval; and for mapping, charting, and geod-
esy services; and

(2) $100,000,000 for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of tornadoes, hur-
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ricanes, typhoons, flooding, and wildfires in
calendar year 2024;

Provided, That the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration shall submit a
spending plan to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate not later than 45 days after
the date of enactment of this Act: Provided
further, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)()
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment, Acquisition and Construction’ for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of hurricanes, typhoons, wildfires,
volcanoes, and other disasters in calendar
years 2022, 2023 and 2024, $499,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, as follows:

(1) $100,000,000 for repair and replacement
of observing assets, real property, and equip-
ment; and

(2) $399,000,000 for the acquisition of hurri-
cane hunter aircraft and related expenses as
authorized under section 11708 of division K
of Public Law 117-263:

Provided, That the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration shall submit a
spending plan to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate not later than 45 days after
the date of enactment of this Act: Provided
further, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({1)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

FISHERIES DISASTER ASSISTANCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Fisheries
Disaster Assistance’ for necessary expenses
associated with fishery resource disaster re-
lief as authorized by law, $300,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That notwithstanding section 312(a)(3)(A) of
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act (18 U.S.C.
1861a(a)(3)(A)), any request for a fishery re-
source disaster determination in Tribal
salmon and urchin fisheries received by the
Secretary prior to September 30, 2025, may
be evaluated by the Secretary: Provided fur-
ther, That a portion of the amounts provided
under this heading in this Act shall be used
to provide additional assistance up to the
historical percentage for positively deter-
mined disasters announced in calendar year
2024 that were partially funded: Provided fur-
ther, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’’, $12,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027, for necessary
expenses related to the protection of the
residences of the Supreme Court Justices:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Buildings
and Facilities™, $64,795,5600, to remain avail-
able until expended, for necessary expenses
related to the consequences of major disas-
ters: Provided, That such amount is des-
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ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
SCIENCE
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
ADMINISTRATION
CONSTRUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPLIANCE AND RESTORATION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion and Environmental Compliance and
Restoration’” for repair and replacement of
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion facilities damaged by hurricanes, trop-
ical storms, typhoons, and tornadoes in cal-
endar years 2023 and 2024, $740,200,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That up to 20 percent of such amount may be
transferred to ‘‘Space Operations’ for nec-
essary expenses related to communications
facilities and equipment, required remedi-
ation, and alternative operations caused by
Typhoon Mawar: Provided further, That ex-
cept as provided in the preceding proviso, the
amounts appropriated under this heading in
this Act shall not be available for transfer
under any transfer authority provided for
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration in an appropriation Act for fiscal
year 2025: Provided further, That the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration shall
submit a spending plan to the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate not later than 45 days
after the date of enactment of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

TITLE III
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Army”’, $451,894,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025, for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of severe storms, straight-line
winds, tornadoes, microbursts, and hurri-
canes in calendar years 2023 and 2024: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Navy’’, $1,454,153,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025, for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricanes Ian, Nicole, Idalia,
Helene, and Milton, Typhoon Mawar, and se-
vere storms in calendar year 2023: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, MARINE CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Marine Corps’, $8,900,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2025,
for necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricanes Helene and Milton:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)()
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Air Force’, $912,778,000, to
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remain available until September 30, 2025, for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricanes Helene and Milton
and Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, SPACE FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Space Force’’, $90,230,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2025,
for necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricanes Helene and Milton
and Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE

For an additional amount for ‘“‘Operation
and Maintenance, Defense-Wide’’, $1,208,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2025,
for necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricanes Helene and Milton:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY

RESERVE
For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Army Reserve”’,

$19,694,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Hurricanes He-
lene and Milton and microbursts in calendar
year 2024: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

RESERVE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Air Force Reserve”,
$1,319,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Hurricanes He-
lene and Milton and Typhoon Mawar: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY
NATIONAL GUARD

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Army National Guard”,
$26,065,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Hurricanes He-
lene and Milton, Typhoon Mawar, and severe
storms in calendar years 2023 and 2024: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR NATIONAL

GUARD

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Air National Guard”,
$2,209,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Hurricane He-
lene and Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.
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PROCUREMENT
PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment of Ammunition, Army’’, $125,100,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2027, for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricane Helene: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

OTHER PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘“Other Pro-
curement, Air Force”, $129,722,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

PROCUREMENT, SPACE FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment, Space Force’, $37,994,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND

EVALUATION

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Research,
Development, Test and Evaluation, Army”’,
$41,400,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of severe storms
and wave overwash: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘“‘Research,
Development, Test and Evaluation, Air
Force’’, $69,278,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2026, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Typhoon
Mawar: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

OTHER DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
PROGRAMS
DEFENSE HEALTH PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘‘Defense
Health Program’, $17,362,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2025, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricanes Helene and Milton: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

TITLE IV
CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL
INVESTIGATIONS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Investiga-
tions’’, $20,000,000, to remain available until
expended, for necessary expenses related to
the completion, or initiation and comple-
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tion, of flood and storm damage reduction,
including shore protection, studies that are
currently authorized, to reduce risks from
future floods and hurricanes, at full Federal
expense: Provided, That amounts made avail-
able under this heading in this Act shall be
for high-priority studies of projects in States
and insular areas with a major disaster, in-
cluding for glacial lake outbursts, in cal-
endar year 2022, 2023, or 2024: Provided fur-
ther, That not later than 60 days after the
date of enactment of this Act and not less
than three business days prior to public re-
lease, the Chief of Engineers shall submit di-
rectly to the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate a detailed work plan for the funds pro-
vided under this heading in this Act, includ-
ing a list of study locations, new studies se-
lected to be initiated, the total cost for each
study selected for funding, the remaining
cost for each ongoing study selected for
funding, and a schedule by fiscal year of the
proposed use of such funds: Provided further,
That the Secretary of the Army shall not de-
viate from the work plan, once the plan has
been submitted to such Committees: Pro-
vided further, That funds included in a sub-
mitted work plan shall be deemed allocated
to specific projects and subject to the re-
programming requirements specified in sec-
tion 101(6) of the Energy and Water Develop-
ment and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2024: Provided further, That beginning
not later than 60 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act and until all amounts
provided under this heading in this Act have
been expended, the Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Civil Works shall provide a
quarterly report directly to such Commit-
tees detailing the allocation, obligation, and
expenditure of the funds provided under this
heading in this Act: Provided further, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion’’, $700,000,000, to remain available until
expended, for necessary expenses to address
emergency situations at Corps of Engineers
projects, construct Corps of Engineers
projects, and rehabilitate and repair dam-
ages caused by natural disasters to Corps of
Engineers projects: Provided, That of the
amount provided under this heading in this
Act, $100,000,000 shall be used for continuing
authorities projects to reduce the risk of
flooding and storm damage, notwithstanding
project number or program cost limitations:
Provided further, That of the amount pro-
vided under this heading in this Act,
$300,000,000 shall be to complete, or initiate
and complete, without regard to new start or
new investment decision considerations, a
useful increment of work for water-related
environmental infrastructure assistance in
States and insular areas that were impacted
by disasters occurring in or prior to calendar
year 2024: Provided further, That of the
amount provided under this heading in this
Act, $300,000,000 shall be for projects that
have previously received funds under this
heading in chapter 4 of title X of the Dis-
aster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (divi-
sion A of Public Law 113-2), title IV of divi-
sion B of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-123), or title IV of the Dis-
aster Relief Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 2022 (division B of Public Law 117-43),
and for which non-Federal interests have en-
tered into binding agreements with the Sec-
retary as of the date of enactment of this



December 19, 2024

Act: Provided further, That each project re-
ceiving funds pursuant to the preceding pro-
viso shall be subject to the terms and condi-
tions of such chapter 4 of title X of the Dis-
aster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (divi-
sion A of Public Law 113-2), title IV of divi-
sion B of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-123), or title IV of the Dis-
aster Relief Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 2022 (division B of Public Law 117-43),
and as specifically modified by section 111 of
the Energy and Water Development and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2024 (di-
vision D of Public Law 118-42), as applicable:
Provided further, That of the amount pro-
vided under this heading in this Act, such
sums as are necessary to cover the Federal
share of eligible construction costs for coast-
al harbors and channels, and for inland har-
bors eligible to be derived from the Harbor
Maintenance Trust Fund under section 101 or
section 104 of the Water Resources and De-
velopment Act of 2020 shall be derived from
the general fund of the Treasury: Provided
further, That for projects receiving funding
under this heading in this Act, the limita-
tion concerning total project costs in section
902 of the Water Resources Development Act
of 1986 (Public Law 99-662) shall not apply to
funds provided under this heading in this
Act: Provided further, That for any projects
using funding provided under this heading in
this Act, the non-Federal cash contribution
for projects shall be financed in accordance
with the provisions of section 103(k) of Pub-
lic Law 99-662 over a period of 30 years from
the date of completion of the project, sepa-
rable element, or useful increment: Provided
further, That any projects initiated using
funds provided under this heading in this Act
shall be initiated only after non-Federal in-
terests have entered into binding agreements
with the Secretary requiring, where applica-
ble, the non-Federal interests to pay 100 per-
cent of the operation, maintenance, repair,
replacement, and rehabilitation costs of the
project and to hold and save the United
States free from damages due to the con-
struction or operation and maintenance of
the project, except for damages due to the
fault or negligence of the United States or
its contractors: Provided further, That not
later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act and not less than three
business days prior to public release, the
Chief of Engineers shall submit directly to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
detailed work plan for the funds provided
under this heading in this Act, including a
list of project locations, the total cost for all
projects, and a schedule by fiscal year of pro-
posed use of such funds: Provided further,
That the Secretary shall not deviate from
the work plan, once the plan has been sub-
mitted to such Committees: Provided further,
That funds included in a submitted work
plan shall be deemed allocated to specific
projects and subject to the reprogramming
requirements specified in section 101(7) of
the Energy and Water Development and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2024: Pro-
vided further, That beginning not later than
60 days after the date of enactment of this
Act and until all amounts provided under
this heading in this Act have been expended,
the Assistant Secretary of the Army for
Civil Works shall provide a quarterly report
directly to such Committees detailing the al-
location, obligation, and expenditure of the
funds provided under this heading in this
Act: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Mississippi

River and Tributaries’’, $50,000,000, to remain
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available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses to address emergency situations at
Corps of Engineers projects, and to con-
struct, and rehabilitate and repair damages
to Corps of Engineers projects, caused by
natural disasters: Provided, That beginning
not later than 60 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act and until all amounts
provided under this heading in this Act have
been expended, the Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Civil Works shall provide a
quarterly report directly to the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate detailing the alloca-
tion, obligation, and expenditure of the funds
provided under this heading in this Act: Pro-
vided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

FLOOD CONTROL AND COASTAL EMERGENCIES

For an additional amount for ‘“Flood Con-
trol and Coastal Emergencies’’, as authorized
by section 5 of the Act of August 18, 1941 (33
U.S.C. 701n), $745,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for necessary expenses to
prepare for flood, hurricane, and other nat-
ural disasters and support emergency oper-
ations, repairs, and other activities in re-
sponse to such disasters, as authorized by
law: Provided, That funding provided under
this heading in this Act utilized to repair au-
thorized shore protection projects shall re-
store such projects to their full project pro-
file at full Federal expense: Provided further,
That beginning not later than 60 days after
the date of enactment of this Act and until
all amounts provided under this heading in
this Act have been expended, the Chief of En-
gineers shall provide a quarterly report di-
rectly to the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate detailing the allocation, obligation, and
expenditure of the funds provided under this
heading in this Act: Provided further, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES

For an additional amount for ‘“Water and
Related Resources”, $74,464,000, to remain
available until expended, of which $27,930,000
shall be for necessary expenses related to the
consequences of natural disasters that occur-
ring in or prior to calendar year 2024: Pro-
vided, That $46,534,000 shall be available for
deposit into the Aging Infrastructure Ac-
count established by section 9603(d)(1) of the
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of
2009 (43 U.S.C. 510b(d)(1)), and shall be made
available for reserved or transferred works
that have suffered a critical failure, in ac-
cordance with section 40901(2)(A) of division
D of Public Law 117-58: Provided further, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
ENERGY PROGRAMS
STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Strategic
Petroleum Reserve’, $60,000,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to damages caused by natural
disasters: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
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ATOMIC ENERGY DEFENSE ACTIVITIES

NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY
ADMINISTRATION

WEAPONS ACTIVITIES

For an additional amount for ‘“Weapons
Activities”, $1,884,000, to remain available
until expended, for necessary expenses re-
lated to damages caused by Hurricanes He-
lene and Milton: Provided, That such amount
is designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER DEFENSE
ACTIVITIES

DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP

For an additional amount for ‘‘Defense En-
vironmental Cleanup’, $2,415,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to damages caused by Hurri-
canes Helene and Milton: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

TITLE V
THE JUDICIARY
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’, $13,5697,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for protection of the
residences of the Supreme Court Justices:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
DISASTER LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘‘Disaster
Loans Program Account’ for the cost of di-
rect loans authorized by section 7(b) of the
Small Business Act, $2,249,000,000, to remain
available until expended, of which $50,000,000
shall be transferred to ‘‘Small Business Ad-
ministration—Office of Inspector General”
for audits and reviews of disaster loans and
the disaster loans programs, and of which
$613,000,000 may be transferred to ‘‘Small
Business Administration—Salaries and Ex-
penses’ for administrative expenses to carry
out the disaster loan program authorized by
section 7(b) of the Small Business Act: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

TITLE VI
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

SECURITY, ENFORCEMENT, AND
INVESTIGATIONS

CoAST GUARD
OPERATIONS AND SUPPORT

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operations
and Support’, $102,500,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027, for necessary
expenses related to the consequences of the
Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse and other
disasters, including for minor repairs, main-
tenance, and environmental remediation
costs: Provided, That the Commandant of the
Coast Guard shall provide to the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate an expenditure plan
and quarterly updates for the expenditure of
such funds: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
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being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

PROCUREMENT, CONSTRUCTION, AND

IMPROVEMENTS
For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment, Construction, and Improvements’’,

$210,200,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of disasters: Pro-
vided, That the Commandant of the Coast
Guard shall provide to the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate an expenditure plan and
quarterly updates for the expenditure of such
funds: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

PROTECTION, PREPAREDNESS,
RESPONSE, AND RECOVERY

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
DISASTER RELIEF FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘‘Disaster
Relief Fund”’, $29,000,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which $28,000,000,000
shall be for major disasters declared pursu-
ant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
5121 et seq.): Provided, That $4,000,000 shall be
transferred to ‘‘Office of Inspector General—
Operations and Support’” for audits and in-
vestigations funded under ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief
Fund’’: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

HERMIT’S PEAK/CALF CANYON FIRE ASSISTANCE
ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘“‘Hermit’s
Peak/Calf Canyon Fire Assistance Account”,
$1,500,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That $1,000,000 shall be
transferred to ‘‘Office of Inspector General—
Operations and Support’’ for oversight of ac-
tivities authorized by the Hermit’s Peak/Calf
Canyon Fire Assistance Act: Provided further,
That the amounts provided under this head-
ing in this Act shall be subject to the report-
ing requirement in the third proviso of sec-
tion 136 of the Continuing Appropriations
Act, 2023 (division A of Public Law 117-180):
Provided further, That amounts provided
under this heading in this Act shall be sub-
ject to the same authorities and conditions
as if such amounts were provided by title IIT
of the Department of Homeland Security Ap-
propriations Act, 2024 (division C of Public
Law 118-47): Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TRAINING,
AND SERVICES

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING
CENTERS

PROCUREMENT, CONSTRUCTION, AND
IMPROVEMENTS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment, Construction, and Improvements”,
$14,020,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029, for necessary expenses relat-
ing to the consequences of disasters: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
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the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

TITLE VII
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
MANAGEMENT OF LANDS AND RESOURCES

For an additional amount for ‘Manage-
ment of Lands and Resources’’, $58,115,000, to
remain available until expended, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of natural disasters occurring in and prior to
calendar year 2024: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion’, $500,000,000, to remain available until
expended, for necessary expenses related to
the consequences of natural disasters occur-
ring in and prior to calendar year 2024: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND

For an additional amount for ‘‘Historic
Preservation Fund’, $50,000,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of natural
disasters occurring in and prior to calendar
year 2024, including costs to States, Tribes,
and territories necessary to complete com-
pliance activities required by section 306108
of title 54, United States Code, and costs
needed to administer the program: Provided,
That funds appropriated under this heading
in this Act shall be used for historic and cul-
tural resource preservation work that meets
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and
Guidelines as published in the Federal Reg-
ister (Vol. 48, No. 190, September 29, 1983), to
include Reconstruction of National Register
listed or eligible sites: Provided further, That
grants using funds appropriated under this
heading in this Act shall only be available
for areas that have received a major disaster
declaration pursuant to the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.): Provided fur-
ther, That such grants shall not be subject to
a non-Federal matching requirement: Pro-
vided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
2561(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘“‘Construc-
tion”’, $2,262,871,000, to remain available until
expended, for necessary expenses related to
the consequences of disasters, including hur-
ricanes, tropical storms, tornadoes, and
other severe storms, wildfire, fire, and flood-
ing occurring in and prior to calendar year
2024: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH

For an additional amount for ‘“‘Surveys, In-
vestigations, and Research”, $2,743,000, to re-
main available until expended, for necessary
expenses related to the consequences of nat-
ural disasters occurring in and prior to cal-
endar year 2024: Provided, That such amount
is designated by the Congress as being for an
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emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
INDIAN AFFAIRS
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
OPERATION OF INDIAN PROGRAMS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
of Indian Programs’, $17,765,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of natural
disasters occurring in and prior to calendar
year 2024: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION
EDUCATION CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘“‘Education
Construction”, $153,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for necessary expenses
related to the consequences of natural disas-
ters occurring in and prior to calendar year
2024: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’, $8,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for oversight of the De-
partment of the Interior activities funded by
this Act: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK TRUST
FUND PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘Leaking
Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund Pro-
gram’, $17,000,000, to remain available until
expended, for necessary expenses related to
the consequences of Hurricanes Helene and
Hilary: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS

For an additional amount for ‘‘State and
Tribal Assistance Grants’, $3,000,000,000 to
remain available until expended, of which
$1,230,000,000 shall be for capitalization
grants for the Clean Water State Revolving
Funds under title VI of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act, and of which
$1,770,000,000 shall be for capitalization
grants under section 1452 of the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 604(a) of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act and section
1452(a)(1)(D) of the Safe Drinking Water Act,
funds appropriated under this paragraph in
this Act shall be provided to States or terri-
tories in EPA Regions 3, 4, and 9 in amounts
determined by the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency for waste-
water treatment works and drinking water
facilities impacted by Hurricanes Helene and
Milton and Hawaii wildfires: Provided further,
That notwithstanding the requirements of
section 603(i) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act and section 1452(d) of the Safe
Drinking Water Act, for the funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act,
each State shall use not less than 30 percent
of the amount of its capitalization grants to
provide additional subsidization to eligible
recipients in the form of forgiveness of prin-
cipal, negative interest loans or grants, or
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any combination of these: Provided further,
That the funds appropriated under this para-
graph in this Act shall be used for eligible
projects whose purpose is to reduce flood or
fire damage risk and vulnerability or to en-
hance resiliency to rapid hydrologic change
or natural disaster at treatment works, as
defined by section 212 of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act, or any eligible facili-
ties under section 1452 of the Safe Drinking
Water Act, and for other eligible tasks at
such treatment works or facilities necessary
to further such purposes: Provided further,
That the funds provided under this para-
graph in this Act shall not be subject to the
matching or cost share requirements of sec-
tion 1452(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act:
Provided further, That funds provided under
this paragraph in this Act shall not be sub-
ject to the matching or cost share require-
ments of sections 602(b)(2), 602(b)(3), or 202 of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act:
Provided further, That the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency may
retain up to $5,000,000 of the funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act for
management and oversight: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

For an additional amount for “State and
Tribal Assistance Grants’’, $85,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for capital-
ization grants for the Clean Water State Re-
volving Funds under title VI of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act: Provided, That
notwithstanding section 604(a) of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act
shall be provided to States or territories in
EPA Regions 3 and 4 impacted by Hurricanes
Helene and Milton in amounts determined by
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency to improve the resilience
of decentralized wastewater treatment sys-
tems to flooding, to assess the potential to
connect homes served by decentralized
wastewater treatment systems to centralized
wastewater systems, and to fund such con-
nections: Provided further, That notwith-
standing the requirements of section 603(i) of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, for
the funds appropriated under this paragraph
in this Act, each State shall use 100 percent
of the amount of its capitalization grants to
provide additional subsidization to eligible
recipients in the form of forgiveness of prin-
cipal, grants, negative interest loans, other
loan forgiveness, and through buying, refi-
nancing, or restructuring debt or any com-
bination thereof: Provided further, That funds
appropriated under this paragraph in this
Act shall not be subject to the matching or
cost share requirements of sections 602(b)(2),
602(b)(3), or 202 of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act: Provided further, That the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency may retain up to $3,000,000 of
the funds appropriated under this paragraph
in this Act for management and oversight:
Provided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

For an additional amount for ‘“State and
Tribal Assistance Grants’, $60,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for necessary
expenses to address water emergencies under
section 1442(b) of the Safe Drinking Water
Act (42 U.S.C. 300j-1(b)) or section 504(a) of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33
U.S.C. 1364) in States or territories in EPA
Regions 3 and 4 impacted by Hurricanes He-
lene and Milton: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 1442(b) of the Safe Drinking
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Water Act, funds appropriated under this
paragraph in this Act may be used to provide
technical assistance and grants regardless of
whether the emergency situation presents a
substantial danger to public health: Provided
further, That notwithstanding section 1442(b)
of the Safe Drinking Water Act, funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act may
be used to provide grants regardless of
whether such grants will be used to support
actions that would not otherwise be taken
without emergency assistance: Provided fur-
ther, That funds appropriated under this
paragraph in this Act may be used to provide
technical assistance and grants under sec-
tion 1442(b) of the Safe Drinking Water Act
to any appropriate recipient, as determined
by the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, to assist in responding to
and alleviating an emergency situation af-
fecting a privately owned water system: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated under
this paragraph in this Act may be used to
take actions authorized under section 504(a)
of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act
that the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency deems necessary
to protect the health or welfare of persons
affected by a water emergency, including
other necessary actions and for providing
technical assistance and grants to address
such water emergency: Provided further, That
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency may retain up to
$1,000,000 of the funds appropriated under
this paragraph in this Act for management
and oversight: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

For an additional amount for ‘“State and
Tribal Assistance Grants’’, $10,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for grants
and other activities authorized by sub-
sections (a) through (c) of section 103 of the
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7403) or section 105
of such Act (42 U.S.C. 7405) for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of Hurri-
canes Milton and Helene, including repair or
replacement of damaged air monitoring
equipment: Provided, That funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act may
be awarded noncompetitively: Provided fur-
ther, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

For an additional amount for ‘“State and
Tribal Assistance Grants’, $95,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for the haz-
ardous waste financial assistance grants pro-
gram and other solid waste management ac-
tivities for necessary expenses related to the
consequences of Hurricanes Helene and Mil-
ton: Provided, That none of the funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act
shall be subject to section 3011(b) of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act: Provided further, That
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency may retain up to $500,000
of the funds appropriated under this para-
graph in this Act for management and over-
sight: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
FOREST SERVICE OPERATIONS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Forest
Service Operations’, $68,100,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of cal-
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endar year 2022, 2023, and 2024 wildfires, hur-
ricanes, and other natural disasters: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

FOREST AND RANGELAND RESEARCH

For an additional amount for ‘‘Forest and
Rangeland Research’, $26,000,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of cal-
endar year 2022, 2023, and 2024 wildfires, hur-
ricanes, and other natural disasters: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

STATE, PRIVATE, AND TRIBAL FORESTRY

For an additional amount for ‘‘State, Pri-
vate, and Tribal Forestry’’, $208,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for necessary
expenses related to the consequences of cal-
endar year 2022, 2023, and 2024 wildfires, hur-
ricanes, and other natural disasters: Pro-
vided, That of the amounts made available
under this heading in this Act, $14,000,000
shall be to provide Forest Health Protection
assistance to States for an emerging eastern
spruce budworm outbreak approaching the
northeastern U.S. border: Provided further,
That with respect to the preceding proviso,
an award of financial assistance from the
Forest Service will not be subject to a non-
Federal cost-share requirement: Provided fur-
ther, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM

For an additional amount for ‘‘National
Forest System”, $2,523,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That of
the amounts made available under this head-
ing in this Act, $2,448,000,000 shall be for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of calendar year 2022, 2023, and 2024 wildfires,
hurricanes, and other natural disasters: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made
available under this heading in this Act,
$75,000,000 shall be for the construction or
maintenance of shaded fuel breaks in the Pa-
cific Regions: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Capital Im-
provement and Maintenance’’, $3,525,000,000,
to remain available until expended, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of calendar year 2022, 2023, and 2024 wildfires,
hurricanes, and other natural disasters: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS TITLE

SEC. 2701. Notwithstanding section 3304 of
title 5, United States Code, and without re-
gard to the provisions of sections 3309
through 3318 of such title 5, the Secretary of
the Interior and the Secretary of Agri-
culture, acting through the Chief of the For-
est Service, may recruit and directly appoint
highly qualified individuals into the com-
petitive service to address critical hiring
needs for the planning and execution of the
projects and activities funded in this title:
Provided, That such authority shall not
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apply to positions in the Excepted Service or
the Senior Executive Service: Provided fur-
ther, That any action authorized herein shall
be consistent with the merit principles of
section 2301 of such title 5, and the Depart-
ment of the Interior and the Department of
Agriculture shall comply with the public no-
tice requirements of section 3327 of such title
5: Provided further, That the authority under
this section shall terminate on September 30,
2029: Provided further, That amounts provided
by this section are designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

SEC. 2702. Not later than 45 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the agencies
receiving funds appropriated by this title
shall provide a detailed operating plan of an-
ticipated uses of funds made available in this
title by State and Territory, and by pro-
gram, project, and activity, to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate: Provided, That
no such funds shall be obligated before the
operating plans are provided to such Com-
mittees: Provided further, That such plans
shall be updated, including obligations and
expenditures to date, and submitted to such
Committees on Appropriations every 60 days
until all such funds are expended.

TITLE VIII

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR THE CHILD CARE AND
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

For an additional amount for ‘‘Payments
to States for the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant”, $250,000,000, to remain
available through September 30, 2026, for
necessary expenses directly related to the
consequences of major disasters and emer-
gencies declared pursuant to the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) occurring
in 2023 and 2024 (referred to under this head-
ing in this Act as ‘‘covered disaster or emer-
gency’’), including activities authorized
under section 319(a) of the Public Health
Service Act: Provided, That the Secretary of
Health and Human Services shall allocate
such funds to States, territories, and Tribes
based on assessed need notwithstanding sec-
tions 658J and 6580 of the Child Care and De-
velopment Block Grant Act of 1990: Provided
further, That not to exceed 2 percent of funds
appropriated in this paragraph may be re-
served, to remain available until expended,
for Federal administration costs: Provided
further, That such funds may be used for al-
teration, renovation, construction, equip-
ment, and other capital improvement costs,
including for child care facilities without re-
gard to section 658F(b) of such Act, and for
other expenditures related to child care, as
necessary to meet the needs of areas affected
by a covered disaster or emergency: Provided
further, That funds made available in this
paragraph may be used without regard to
section 658G of such Act and with amounts
allocated for such purposes excluded from
the calculation of percentages under sub-
section 658E(c)(3) of such Act: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding section 658J(c) of
such Act, funds allotted to a State may be
obligated by the State in that fiscal year or
the succeeding three fiscal years: Provided
further, That Federal interest provisions will
not apply to the renovation or construction
of privately-owned family child care homes,
and the Secretary of Health and Human
Services shall develop parameters on the use
of funds for family child care homes: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary shall not
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retain Federal interest after a period of 10
years (from the date on which the funds are
made available to purchase or improve the
property) in any facility renovated or con-
structed with funds made available in this
paragraph: Provided further, That funds made
available in this paragraph shall not be
available for costs that are reimbursed by
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, under a contract for insurance, or by self-
insurance: Provided further, That funds ap-
propriated in this paragraph may be made
available to restore amounts, either directly
or through reimbursement, for obligations
incurred for such purposes, prior to the date
of enactment of this Act: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

For an additional amount for ‘‘Payments
to States for the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant’, $250,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2025: Provided,
That amounts made available in this para-
graph shall be available without regard to
requirements in sections 658E(c)(3)(E) or 658G
of the Child Care and Development Block
Grant Act: Provided further, That payments
made to States, territories, Indian Tribes,
and Tribal organizations from amounts made
available in this paragraph shall be obligated
in this fiscal year or the succeeding two fis-
cal years: Provided further, That amounts
made available in this paragraph shall be
used to supplement and not supplant other
Federal, State, and local public funds ex-
pended to provide child care services for eli-
gible individuals: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

GENERAL PROVISION—THIS TITLE

SEC. 2801. Not later than 45 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the agencies
receiving funds appropriated by this title in
this Act shall provide a detailed operating
plan of anticipated uses of funds made avail-
able in this title in this Act by State and
territory, and by program, project, and ac-
tivity, to the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate: Provided, That no such funds shall be ob-
ligated before the operating plans are pro-
vided to such Committees: Provided further,
That such plans shall be updated, including
obligations to date and anticipated use of
funds made available in this title in this Act,
and submitted to such Committees quarterly
until all such funds expire.

TITLE IX
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’, $10,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for audits and investiga-
tions related to Hurricanes Helene and Mil-
ton, and other disasters declared pursuant to
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et
seq.) in calendar years 2023 and 2024: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

TITLE X
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Military

Construction, Navy and Marine Corps”,
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$1,127,281,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Typhoon
Mawar: Provided, That not later than 60 days
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Navy, or their designee, shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate
form 1391 for each specific project and an ex-
penditure plan for funds provided under this
heading in this Act: Provided further, That
such funds may be obligated or expended for
design and military construction projects
not otherwise authorized by law: Provided
further, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘Military
Construction, Air Force’’, $487,300,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2029, for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That
not later than 60 days after enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of the Air Force, or
their designee, shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate form 1391 for
each specific project and an expenditure plan
for funds provided under this heading in this
Act: Provided further, That such funds may
be obligated or expended for design and mili-
tary construction projects not otherwise au-
thorized by law: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL
GUARD

For an additional amount for ‘Military
Construction, Army National Guard”,
$21,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Typhoon Mawar
and severe storms in calendar year 2023: Pro-
vided, That not later than 60 days after en-
actment of this Act, the Director of the
Army National Guard, or their designee,
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate form 1391 for each specific
project and an expenditure plan for funds
provided under this heading in this Act: Pro-
vided further, That such funds may be obli-
gated or expended for design and military
construction projects not otherwise author-
ized by law: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Family
Housing Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’’, $27,399,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2029, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Typhoon
Mawar: Provided, That not later than 60 days
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Navy, or their designee, shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate an
expenditure plan for funds provided under
this heading in this Act: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.
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FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND

MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Family
Housing Operation and Maintenance, Navy
and Marine Corps’, $102,168,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2026, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That not later
than 60 days after enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Navy, or their designee,
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate an expenditure plan for funds
provided under this heading in this Act: Pro-
vided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
MEDICAL SERVICES

For an additional amount for ‘Medical
Services’, $19,258,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of Hurri-
canes Milton and Helene: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE

For an additional amount for ‘“Medical
Support and Compliance’’, $330,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricanes Milton and Helene: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

MEDICAL FACILITIES

For an additional amount for ‘“Medical Fa-
cilities’, $41,660,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2029, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of Hurri-
canes Milton and Helene and other Federally
declared disasters occurring in 2023 and 2024:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION

For an additional amount for ‘‘National
Cemetery Administration” for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of Hurri-
canes Milton and Helene, $693,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2029: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION
CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion, Major Projects’, $4,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2029, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricanes Milton and Helene: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’, $2,020,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2029, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricanes Milton and Helene: Provided,
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That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

TITLE XI

DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND RELATED
AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSIONS

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER
COMMISSION, UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion”, $250,000,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That funds provided
under this heading in this Act shall be sub-
ject to prior consultation with, and the reg-
ular notification procedures of, the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

TITLE XII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
EMERGENCY RELIEF PROGRAM

For an additional amount for the ‘‘Emer-
gency Relief Program’ as authorized under
section 125 of title 23, United States Code,
$8,086,020,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding sub-
section (e) of section 120 of title 23, United
States Code, for any obligations made on or
after March 26, 2024, for fiscal year 2024, this
fiscal year, and hereafter, the Federal share
for Emergency Relief funds made available
under section 125 of such title to respond to
damage caused by the cargo ship Dali to the
Francis Scott Key Bridge located in Balti-
more City and Baltimore and Anne Arundel
Counties, Maryland, including reconstruc-
tion of that bridge and its approaches, shall
be 100 percent: Provided further, That con-
sistent with section 668.105(e) of title 23,
Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor
regulation), any insurance proceeds, judg-
ments, settlements, penalties, fines, or other
compensation for damages, including inter-
est, from whatever source derived, recovered
by a State, a political subdivision of a State,
or a toll authority for repair, including re-
construction, of the Francis Scott Key
Bridge located in Baltimore City and Balti-
more and Anne Arundel Counties, Maryland,
in response to, or as a result of, the damage
caused by the cargo ship Dali to that bridge
and its approaches, shall be used upon re-
ceipt to reduce liability on the repair, in-
cluding reconstruction, of such bridge and
its approaches from the emergency fund au-
thorized under section 125 of title 23, United
States Code: Provided further, That any funds
recovered and used to reduce liability pursu-
ant to the preceding proviso shall not exceed
the total amount of liability on the repair,
including reconstruction, of the Francis
Scott Key Bridge located in Baltimore City
and Baltimore and Anne Arundel Counties,
Maryland, and its approaches, from the
emergency fund authorized under section 125
of title 23, United States Code: Provided fur-
ther, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘“‘Community
Development Fund’”, $12,039,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for the same
purposes and under the same terms and con-
ditions as funds appropriated under such
heading in title VIII of the Disaster Relief
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2022 (Pub-
lic Law 117-43), except that such amounts
shall be for major disasters that occurred in
2023 or 2024 and the fourth, tenth, 15th, 16th,
20th, and 21st provisos under such heading in
such Act shall not apply: Provided, That the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment shall allocate all funds provided under
this heading in this Act for the total esti-
mate for unmet needs including additional
mitigation for qualifying disasters and pub-
lish such allocations in the Federal Register
no later than January 15, 2025: Provided fur-
ther, That the amount obligated for each
qualifying disaster area shall be no less than
the amounts specified in such Federal Reg-
ister publication, unless such allocation is
rejected by the grantee: Provided further,
That a grantee shall submit a plan to the
Secretary for approval detailing the pro-
posed use of all funds, including criteria for
eligibility and how the use of these funds
will address long-term recovery and restora-
tion of infrastructure and housing, economic
revitalization, and mitigation in the most
impacted and distressed areas: Provided fur-
ther, That unobligated balances remaining as
of the date of enactment of this Act included
under Treasury Appropriation Fund Symbol
86 X 0162 from Public Laws 108-324, 109-148,
109-234, 110-252, 110-329, 111-212, 112-55, and
113-2 shall also be available for the purposes
authorized under this heading in this Act
(except that the amount for each set-aside
provided herein shall not be exceeded), not-
withstanding the purposes for which such
amounts were appropriated: Provided further,
That of the amounts made available under
this heading in this Act, $45,000,000 shall be
transferred to ‘‘Department of Housing and
Urban Development—Management and Ad-
ministration—Program Offices’” for salaries
and expenses of the Office of Community
Planning and Development for necessary
costs, including information technology
costs, of administering and overseeing the
obligation and expenditure of amounts made
available for activities authorized under
title I of the Housing and Community Devel-
opment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) re-
lated to disaster relief, long-term recovery,
restoration of infrastructure and housing,
economic revitalization, and mitigation in
the most impacted and distressed areas re-
sulting from a major disaster in this, prior,
or future Acts (‘‘this, prior, or future dis-
aster Acts’): Provided further, That of the
amounts made available under this heading
in this Act, $1,850,000 shall be transferred to
“Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment—Information Technology Fund” for
the disaster recovery data portal: Provided
further, That of the amounts made available
under this heading in this Act, $7,000,000
shall be transferred to ‘‘Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development—Office of In-
spector General’ for necessary costs of over-
seeing and auditing amounts made available
in this, prior, or future disaster Acts: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made
available under this heading in this Act,
$25,000,000 shall be made available for capac-
ity building and technical assistance, includ-
ing assistance on contracting and procure-
ment processes, to support recipients of allo-
cations from this, prior, or future disaster
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Acts: Provided further, That amounts made
available under this heading in this Act may
be used by a grantee to assist utilities as
part of a disaster-related eligible activity
under section 105(a) of the Housing and Com-
munity Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C.
5305(a)): Provided further, That recipients of
funds made available in this, prior, or future
disaster Acts that use such funds to supple-
ment other Federal assistance may adopt,
without review or public comment, any envi-
ronmental review, approval, or permit per-
formed by a Federal agency, and such adop-
tion shall satisfy the responsibilities of the
recipient with respect to such environmental
review, approval or permit, so long as the ac-
tions covered by the existing environmental
review, approval, or permit and the actions
proposed for these supplemental funds are
substantially the same: Provided further,
That the Secretary or a State may, upon re-
ceipt of a request for release of funds and
certification, immediately approve the re-
lease of funds for any activity or project if
the recipient has adopted an environmental
review, approval or permit under the pre-
vious proviso or if the activity or project is
categorically excluded from review under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), notwithstanding sec-
tion 104(g)(2) of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5304(g)(2)):
Provided further, That such amount and
amounts repurposed under this heading that
were previously designated by the Congress
as an emergency requirement pursuant to a
concurrent resolution on the budget or the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985 are designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
TITLE XIII
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 21301. Each amount appropriated or
made available by this Act is in addition to
amounts otherwise appropriated for the fis-
cal year involved.

SEC. 21302. No part of any appropriation
contained in this Act shall remain available
for obligation beyond the current fiscal year
unless expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 21303. Unless otherwise provided for by
this Act, the additional amounts appro-
priated by this Act to appropriations ac-
counts shall be available under the authori-
ties and conditions applicable to such appro-
priations accounts for fiscal year 2025.

SEC. 21304. Each amount designated in divi-
sions A or B by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 shall
be available (or repurposed, rescinded, or
transferred, if applicable) only if the Presi-
dent subsequently so designates all such
amounts and transmits such designations to
the Congress.

SEC. 21305. Any amount appropriated by di-
visions A or B, designated by the Congress as
an emergency requirement pursuant to sec-
tion 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985,
and subsequently so designated by the Presi-
dent, and transferred pursuant to transfer
authorities provided by this division shall re-
tain such designation.

SEC. 21306. Budgetary Effects.—

(1) STATUTORY PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The
budgetary effects of division C and each suc-
ceeding division shall not be entered on ei-
ther PAYGO scorecard maintained pursuant
to section 4(d) of the Statutory Pay-As-You-
Go Act of 2010.

(2) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The budg-
etary effects of division C and each suc-
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ceeding division shall not be entered on any
PAYGO scorecard maintained for purposes of
section 4106 of H. Con. Res. 71 (115th Con-
gress).

(3) CLASSIFICATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.—Notwithstanding Rule 3 of the Budg-
et Scorekeeping Guidelines set forth in the
joint explanatory statement of the com-
mittee of conference accompanying Con-
ference Report 105-217 and section 250(c)(8) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985, the budgetary effects of
division C and each succeeding division shall
not be estimated—

(A) for purposes of section 251 of such Act;

(B) for purposes of an allocation to the
Committee on Appropriations pursuant to
section 302(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974; and

(C) for purposes of paragraph (4)(C) of sec-
tion 3 of the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act
of 2010 as being included in an appropriation
Act.

(4) BALANCES ON THE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—
Effective on the date of the adjournment of
the second session of the 118th Congress, and
for the purposes of the annual report issued
pursuant to section 5 of the Statutory Pay-
As-You-Go Act of 2010 (2 U.S.C. 934) after
such adjournment and for determining
whether a sequestration order is necessary
under such section, the balances on the
PAYGO scorecards established pursuant to
paragraphs (4) and (5) of section 4(d) of such
Act shall be zero.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Disaster
Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act,
2025”°.

DIVISION C—HEALTH
SEC. 3001. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be
cited as the ‘‘Health Extensions and Other
Matters Act, 2025°".
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:
Sec. 3001. Short title; table of contents.
TITLE I—PUBLIC HEALTH EXTENDERS
Sec. 3101. Extension for community health
centers, National Health Serv-
ice Corps, and teaching health
centers that operate GME pro-
grams.

Extension of special diabetes pro-
grams.

National health security exten-
sions.

TITLE II—-MEDICARE

Extension of increased inpatient
hospital payment adjustment
for certain low-volume hos-
pitals.

Extension of the Medicare-depend-
ent hospital (MDH) program.
Extension of add-on payments for

ambulance services.

Extension of funding for quality
measure endorsement, input,
and selection.

Extension of funding outreach and
assistance for low-income pro-
grams.

Extension of the work geographic
index floor.

Extension of certain telehealth
flexibilities.

Extending acute hospital care at
home waiver authorities.

Extension of temporary inclusion
of authorized oral antiviral
drugs as covered part D drugs.

3210. Medicare improvement fund.
TITLE III—HUMAN SERVICES

3301. Extension of child and family

services programs.

3302. Sexual risk avoidance education

extension.

Sec. 3102.

Sec. 3103.

Sec. 3201.

Sec. 3202.

Sec. 3203.

Sec. 3204.

Sec. 3205.

Sec. 3206.

Sec. 3207.
Sec. 3208.

Sec. 3209.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec. 3303. Personal responsibility education
extension.

Sec. 3304. Extension of funding for family-
to-family health information
centers.

TITLE IV—MEDICAID

Sec. 3401. Eliminating certain dispropor-
tionate share hospital payment
cuts.

TITLE I—PUBLIC HEALTH EXTENDERS
SEC. 3101. EXTENSION FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH

CENTERS, NATIONAL HEALTH SERV-
ICE CORPS, AND TEACHING HEALTH
CENTERS THAT OPERATE GME PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) EXTENSION FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH CEN-
TERS.—Section 10503(b)(1) of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C.
254b-2(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (F), by striking ¢,
$4,000,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2019
through 2023’ and all that follows through
“and ending on December 31, 2024; and”’ and
inserting a semicolon; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(G) $4,000,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2019 through 2023;

“‘(H) $526,027,397 for the period beginning on
October 1, 2023, and ending on November 17,
2023, $690,410,959 for the period beginning on
November 18, 2023, and ending on January 19,
2024, $536,986,301 for the period beginning on
January 20, 2024, and ending on March 8, 2024,
and $3,592,328,767 for the period beginning on
October 1, 2023, and ending on December 31,
2024; and

““(I) $1,050,410,959 for the period beginning
on January 1, 2025, and ending on March 31,
2025.”.

(b) EXTENSION FOR THE NATIONAL HEALTH
SERVICE CORPS.—Section 10503(b)(2) of the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(42 U.S.C. 254b-2(b)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (H), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (I), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

““(J) $85,068,493 for the period beginning on
January 1, 2025, and ending on March 31,
2025.”".

(¢) TEACHING HEALTH CENTERS THAT OPER-
ATE GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION PRO-
GRAMS.—Section 340H(g)(1) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 256h(g)(1)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘not to exceed $230,000,000"’
and all that follows through ‘‘and ending on
December 31, 2024,”’; and

(2) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting the following: ‘‘, not to exceed—

“‘(A) $230,000,000, for the period of fiscal
years 2011 through 2015;

“(B) $60,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2016
and 2017;

“(C) $126,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2018
through 2023;

‘(D) $16,635,616 for the period beginning on
October 1, 2023, and ending on November 17,
2023, $21,834,247 for the period beginning on
November 18, 2023, and ending on January 19,
2024, $16,982,192 for the period beginning on
January 20, 2024, and ending on March 8, 2024,
and $164,136,986 for the period beginning on
October 1, 2023, and ending on December 31,
2024; and

‘“(BE) $43,150,685 for the period beginning on
January 1, 2025, and ending on March 31,
2025.”.

(d) APPLICATION OF PROVISIONS.—Amounts
appropriated pursuant to the amendments
made by this section shall be subject to the
requirements contained in Public Law 117-
328 for funds for programs authorized under
sections 330 through 340 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254b et seq.).
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(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
3014(h) of title 18, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘under
subparagraphs (E) and (F) of section
10503(b)(1) of the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 254b-2(b)(1))”
and inserting ‘‘under section 10503(b)(1) of
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (42 U.S.C. 254b-2(b)(1)) for fiscal year 2015
and each subsequent fiscal year (or period
thereof)’’; and

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘“‘and sec-
tion 101(d) of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘section 101(d)
of division G of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2024, and section 3101(d) of the
Health Extensions and Other Matters Act,
2025,
SEC. 3102. EXTENSION
PROGRAMS.

(a) EXTENSION OF SPECIAL DIABETES PRO-
GRAMS FOR TYPE I DIABETES.—Section
330B(b)(2) of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 2564c-2(b)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(F) $39,261,745 for the period beginning on
January 1, 2025, and ending on March 31, 2025,
to remain available until expended.”’.

(b) EXTENDING FUNDING FOR SPECIAL DIABE-
TES PROGRAMS FOR INDIANS.—Section
330C(c)(2) of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 254c-3(c)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(F) $39,261,745 for the period beginning on
January 1, 2025, and ending on March 31, 2025,
to remain available until expended.”’.

SEC. 3103. NATIONAL HEALTH SECURITY EXTEN-
SIONS.
(a) Section 319(e)(8) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d(e)(8)) is amended
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and insert-
ing ‘“March 31, 2025”°.
(b) Section 319L(e)(1)(D) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 TU.S.C. 247d-
Te(e)(1)(D)) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°.
(c) Section 319L-1(b) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d-7f(b)) is amended
by striking ‘“‘December 31, 2024’ and insert-
ing ‘‘March 31, 2025”".
(d)(1) Section 2811A(g) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-10b(g)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and in-
serting ‘“‘March 31, 2025°.
(2) Section 2811B(g)(1) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-10c(g)(1)) is
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’° and
inserting ‘“March 31, 2025°.
(3) Section 2811C(g)(1) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-10d(g)(1)) is
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’° and
inserting ‘“March 31, 2025°.
(e) Section 2812(c)(4)(B) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 TU.S.C. 300hh-
11(c)(4)(B)) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°.
TITLE II—MEDICARE

SEC. 3201. EXTENSION OF INCREASED INPATIENT
HOSPITAL PAYMENT ADJUSTMENT
FOR CERTAIN LOW-VOLUME HOS-

OF SPECIAL DIABETES

PITALS.
(a) IN GENERAL.——Section 1886(d)(12) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.

1395ww(d)(12)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘January 1,
2025’ and inserting ‘‘April 1, 2025”’;

(2) in subparagraph (C)(i)—
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(A) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and insert-
ing ‘“March 31, 2025’;

(B) in subclause (III), by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025’;
and

(C) in subclause (IV), by striking ‘‘January
1, 2025’ and inserting ‘‘April 1, 2025’; and

(3) in subparagraph (D)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and inserting
““March 31, 2025’; and

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘December 31,
2024’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025”°.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services may implement
the amendments made by this section by
program instruction or otherwise.

SEC. 3202. EXTENSION OF THE MEDICARE-DE-
PENDENT HOSPITAL (MDH) PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.——Section 1886(d)(5)(G) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1395ww(d)(5)(G)) is amended—

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘“January 1,
2025’ and inserting ‘‘April 1, 2025°’; and

(2) in clause (ii)II), by striking ‘‘January
1, 2025”° and inserting ‘‘April 1, 2025,

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1886(b)(3)(D) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1395ww(b)(3)(D)) is amended—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘January 1, 2025 and inserting
““April 1, 2025”’; and

(B) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘January 1,
2025’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025”°.

(2) PERMITTING HOSPITALS TO DECLINE RE-
CLASSIFICATION.—Section 13501(e)(2) of the
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993
(42 U.S.C. 1395ww note) is amended by strik-

ing ‘“‘December 31, 2024 and inserting
‘“March 31, 2025°".
SEC. 3203. EXTENSION OF ADD-ON PAYMENTS

FOR AMBULANCE SERVICES.

Section 1834(1) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395m(1)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (12)(A), by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2025’ and inserting ‘‘April 1, 2025; and

(2) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘January
1, 2025 each place it appears and inserting
““April 1, 2025”° in each such place.

SEC. 3204. EXTENSION OF FUNDING FOR QUALITY
MEASURE ENDORSEMENT, INPUT,
AND SELECTION.

Section 1890(d)(2) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395aaa(d)(2)) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence—

(A) by striking ‘$9,000,000” and inserting
‘$11,030,000’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and in-
serting ‘‘March 31, 2025’°; and

(2) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31,
2025’.

SEC. 3205. EXTENSION OF FUNDING OUTREACH
AND ASSISTANCE FOR LOW-INCOME
PROGRAMS.

(a) STATE HEALTH INSURANCE ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS.—Subsection (a)(1)(B)(xiv) of sec-
tion 119 of the Medicare Improvements for
Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (42 U.S.C.
1395b-3 note) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2024, $18,750,000” and inserting
“March 31, 2025, $22,500,000"".

(b) AREA AGENCIES ON AGING.—Subsection
(b)(1)(B)(xiv) of such section 119 is amended
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024, $18,750,000
and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025, $22,500,000"".

(c) AGING AND DISABILITY RESOURCE CEN-
TERS.—Subsection (¢)(1)(B)(xiv) of such sec-
tion 119 is amended by striking ‘‘December
31, 2024, $6,250,000”’ and inserting ‘‘March 31,
2025, $8,500,000”°.

(d) COORDINATION OF EFFORTS TO INFORM
OLDER AMERICANS ABOUT BENEFITS AVAIL-
ABLE UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE PRO-
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GRAMS.—Subsection (d)(2)(xiv) of such sec-

tion 119 is amended by striking ‘‘December

31, 2024, $18,750,000”" and inserting ‘‘March 31,

2025, $22,500,000"".

SEC. 3206. EXTENSION OF THE
GRAPHIC INDEX FLOOR.

Section 1848(e)(1)(E) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 139%5w—4(e)(1)(E)) is amended by
striking ‘‘January 1, 2025 and inserting
“April 1, 2025”.

SEC. 3207. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN TELEHEALTH
FLEXIBILITIES.

(a) REMOVING GEOGRAPHIC REQUIREMENTS
AND EXPANDING ORIGINATING SITES FOR TELE-
HEALTH SERVICES.—Section 1834(m) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395m(m)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)(B)(ii),
“‘ending December 31, 2024”
“‘ending March 31, 2025’; and

(2) in paragraph (4)(C)(iii), by striking
“‘ending on December 31, 2024’ and inserting
“‘ending on March 31, 2025°.

(b) EXPANDING PRACTITIONERS ELIGIBLE TO
FURNISH TELEHEALTH SERVICES.—Section
1834(m)(4)(E) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395m(m)(4)(E)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘ending on December 31, 2024 and in-
serting ‘‘ending on March 31, 2025°.

(c) EXTENDING TELEHEALTH SERVICES FOR
FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS AND
RURAL HEALTH CLINICS.—Section
1834(m)(8)(A) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395m(m)(8)(A)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘ending on December 31, 2024 and in-
serting ‘‘ending on March 31, 2025°.

(d) DELAYING THE IN-PERSON REQUIREMENTS
UNDER MEDICARE FOR MENTAL HEALTH SERV-
ICES FURNISHED THROUGH TELEHEALTH AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY.—

(1) DELAY IN REQUIREMENTS FOR MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES FURNISHED THROUGH TELE-
HEALTH.—Section 1834(m)(7)(B)(i) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395m(m)(7)(B)(i)) is amended, in the matter
preceding subclause (I), by striking ‘‘on or
after’” and all that follows through ‘‘de-
scribed in section 1135(g)(1)(B))”’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘on or after April 1, 2025”.

(2) MENTAL HEALTH VISITS FURNISHED BY
RURAL HEALTH CLINICS.—Section 1834(y)(2) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1395m(y)(2)) is amended by striking ‘‘January
1, 2025 and all that follows through the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘April 1, 2025.”’.

(3) MENTAL HEALTH VISITS FURNISHED BY
FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS.—Sec-
tion 1834(0)(4)(B) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395m(0)(4)(B)) is amended by
striking ‘“‘January 1, 2025’ and all that fol-
lows through the period at the end and in-
serting ‘“‘April 1, 2025.”.

(e) ALLOWING FOR THE FURNISHING OF
AUDIO-ONLY TELEHEALTH SERVICES.—Section
1834(m)(9) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395m(m)(9)) is amended by striking
“‘ending on December 31, 2024’ and inserting
“‘ending on March 31, 2025°.

(f) EXTENDING USE OF TELEHEALTH TO CON-
DUCT FACE-TO-FACE ENCOUNTER PRIOR TO RE-
CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR HOSPICE
CARE.—Section 1814(a)(7)(D)(1)(II) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395f(a)(T)(D)(1)(II)) is amended by striking
“‘ending on December 31, 2024’ and inserting
“‘ending on March 31, 2025”°.

(g) PROGRAM INSTRUCTION AUTHORITY.—The
Secretary of Health and Human Services
may implement the amendments made by
this section through program instruction or
otherwise.

SEC. 3208. EXTENDING ACUTE HOSPITAL CARE AT
HOME WAIVER AUTHORITIES.

Section 1866G(a)(1) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395cc-T(a)(1)) is amended by
striking ‘“‘December 31, 2024 and inserting
““March 31, 2025,

WORK GEO-

by striking
and inserting
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SEC. 3209. EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY INCLU-
SION OF AUTHORIZED ORAL
ANTIVIRAL DRUGS AS COVERED
PART D DRUGS.

Section 1860D-2(e)(1)(C) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w-102(e)(1)(C)) is
amended by striking ‘“December 31, 2024’° and
inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°.

SEC. 3210. MEDICARE IMPROVEMENT FUND.

Section 1898(b)(1) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 139iii(b)(1)) is amended by
striking ‘$3,197,000,000°° and inserting
*‘$1,251,000,000"".

TITLE ITI—HUMAN SERVICES
SEC. 3301. EXTENSION OF CHILD AND FAMILY
SERVICES PROGRAMS.

Activities authorized by part B of title IV
of the Social Security Act shall continue
through March 31, 2025, in the manner au-
thorized for fiscal year 2024, and out of any
money in the Treasury of the United States
not otherwise appropriated, there are hereby
appropriated such sums as may be necessary
for such purpose.

SEC. 3302. SEXUAL RISK AVOIDANCE EDUCATION
EXTENSION.

Section 510 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 710) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31,
2025’’; and

(2) in subsection (f)(1), by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°.
SEC. 3303. PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY EDU-

CATION EXTENSION.

Section 513 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 713) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘December 31,
2024’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B)(i), by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31,
2025’; and

(2) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘December
31, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025”°.

SEC. 3304. EXTENSION OF FUNDING FOR FAMILY-
TO-FAMILY HEALTH INFORMATION
CENTERS.
Section 501(c)(1)(A)(viii) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 701(c)(1)(A)(viii)) is
amended—
(1) by striking ‘$1,500,000" and inserting
*‘$2,5600,000"’; and
(2) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2025 and in-
serting ‘‘April 1, 2025.
TITLE IV—MEDICAID

SEC. 3401. ELIMINATING CERTAIN DISPROPOR-
TIONATE SHARE HOSPITAL PAY-
MENT CUTS.

Section 1923(f)(7)(A) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396r- 4(£)(T)(A)) is amended—

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘“January 1
and inserting ‘“‘April 1”’; and

(2) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘January 1’
and inserting ‘“‘April 1.

DIVISION D—EXTENSION OF
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS
SEC. 4101. EXTENSION OF AGRICULTURAL PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) EXTENSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section and the amendments
made by this section, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the following authori-
ties (including any limitations on the au-
thorities) as in effect on September 30, 2024,
shall continue and be carried out until the
date specified in paragraph (2):

(A) The authorities provided by each provi-
sion of the Agriculture Improvement Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-334; 132 Stat. 4490) (and
for mandatory programs at such funding lev-
els) and extended by section 102 of division B
of the Further Continuing Appropriations
and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Public Law
118-22; 137 Stat. 114).
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(B) The authorities provided by each provi-
sion of law amended by the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-334;
132 Stat. 4490) (and for mandatory programs
at such funding levels) and extended by sec-
tion 102 of division B of the Further Con-
tinuing Appropriations and Other Extensions
Act, 2024 (Public Law 118-22; 137 Stat. 114).

(2) DATE SPECIFIED.—The date specified in
this paragraph is the later of—

(A) September 30, 2025; or

(B) the date specified in the provision of
the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-334; 132 Stat. 4490) or the
provision of law amended by the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-334;
132 Stat. 4490) (and, if applicable, amended by
section 102 of division B of the Further Con-
tinuing Appropriations and Other Extensions
Act, 2024 (Public Law 118-22; 132 Stat. 4490)).

(b) DISCRETIONARY PROGRAMS.—Programs
carried out using the authorities described in
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of subsection (a)(1)
that are funded by discretionary appropria-
tions (as defined in section 250(c) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 900(c))) shall be subject
to the availability of appropriations.

(c) COMMODITY PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of law ap-
plicable to a covered commodity (as defined
in section 1111 of the Agricultural Act of 2014
(7 U.S.C. 9011)), a loan commodity (as defined
in section 1201 of that Act (7 U.S.C. 9031)),
sugarcane, or sugar beets for the 2024 crop
year pursuant to title I of that Act (7 U.S.C.
9011 et seq.) (as extended by section 102(c)(1)
of division B of the Further Continuing Ap-
propriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024
(7 U.S.C. 9001 note; Public Law 118-22)) and
each amendment made by subtitle C of title
I of the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-334; 132 Stat. 4511) (as ex-
tended by that section) shall be applicable to
the 2025 crop year for that covered com-
modity, loan commodity, sugarcane, or
sugar beets.

(2) DAIRY.—

(A) DAIRY MARGIN COVERAGE.—

(i) DURATION.—Section 1409 of the Agricul-
tural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9059) is amended by
striking ‘2024’ and inserting ¢‘2025°.

(ii) AVAILABILITY OF PREMIUM DISCOUNT.—
With respect to coverage for calendar year
2025, section 1407(g) of the Agricultural Act
of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9057(g)) shall only apply to a
participating dairy operation with respect to
which the premium was reduced in accord-
ance with that section (as extended by sec-
tion 102(c)(2)(B)(ii) of the Further Continuing
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act,
2024 (7 U.S.C. 9057 note; Public Law 118-22))
for calendar year 2024.

(B) DAIRY FORWARD PRICING PROGRAM.—
Section 1502(e)(2) of the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8772(e)(2)) is
amended by striking ‘2027 and inserting
€2028”.

(3) EXTENSION OF PAYMENT AMOUNT.—Sec-
tion 1116(d) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7
U.S.C. 9016(d)) is amended, in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking 2024’ and
inserting ‘2025°.

(4) SUSPENSION OF PERMANENT PRICE SUP-
PORT AUTHORITIES.—The provisions of law
specified in—

(A) subsections (a) and (b) of section 1602 of
the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9092)—

(i) shall not be applicable to the 2025 crops
of covered commodities (as defined in section
1111 of that Act (7 U.S.C. 9011)), cotton, and
sugar; and

(ii) shall not be applicable to milk through
December 31, 2025; and

(B) section 1602(c) of that Act (7 U.S.C.
9092(c)) shall not be applicable to the crops of
wheat planted for harvest in calendar year
2025.
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(d) OTHER PROGRAMS.—

(1) TRADE.—Section 302(h)(2) of the Bill
Emerson Humanitarian Trust Act (7 U.S.C.
1736f-1(h)(2)) is amended by striking ‘2024
and inserting ‘‘2025”’.

(2) GRAZINGLANDS RESEARCH LABORATORY.—
Section 7502 of the Food, Conservation, and
Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-246; 122
Stat. 2019; 132 Stat. 4817) shall be applied by
substituting ‘‘the period beginning on the
date of enactment of this Act and ending on
September 30, 2025 for ‘‘the 15-year period
beginning on the date of enactment of this
Act”.

(3) FEEDSTOCK FLEXIBILITY PROGRAM.—Sec-
tion 9010(b) of the Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8110(b)) is
amended in paragraphs (1)(A) and (2)(A) by
striking ‘2024’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘2025°.

(4) EXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not
apply with respect to mandatory funding
under the following provisions of law:

(A) Section 1614(c)(4) of the Agricultural
Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9097(c)(4)).

(B) Subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section
1241(a)(1) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3841(a)(1)).

(C) Section 12400(b)(3) of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb-2(b)(3)).

(D) Section 1240R(f)(1) of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb-5(f)(1)).

(E) Section 2408(g)(1) of the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018 (7 U.S.C. 8351 note;
Public Law 115-334).

(F') Section 1446(b)(1) of the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3222a(b)(1)).

(G) Section 1672E(d)(1) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990
(7 U.S.C. 5925g(d)(1)).

(H) Section 7601(g)(1)(A) of the Agricultural
Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 5939(g)(1)(A)).

(I) Section 9002(k)(1) of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
8102(k)(1)).

(J) Section 9003(g)(1)(A) of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 8103(g)(1)(A)).

(K) Section 9005(g2)(1) of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
8105(g)(1).

(L) Section 7407(d)(1) of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
5925¢(d)(1)).

(M) Section 2123(c)(4) of the Organic Foods
Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6522(c)(4)).

(N) Section 10606(d)(1) of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 65623(d)(1)).

(O) Section 10109(c)(1) of the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-334;
132 Stat. 4907; 137 Stat. 118).

(P) Section 12314(h) of the Agricultural Act
of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 2101 note; Public Law 113-79).

(Q) Section 12315(f)(1) of the Agricultural
Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 7101 note; Public Law
113-79).

(R) Section 12316(a) of the Agricultural Act
of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 7101 note; Public Law 113-79).

(S) Section 12605(d) of the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018 (7 U.S.C. 7632 note;
Public Law 115-334).

(T) Section 209(c) of the Agricultural Mar-
keting Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1627a(c)).

(U) Section 313B(e)(2) of the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 940c-2(e)(2)).

(e) REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
any requirement under a provision of law de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1) to submit a re-
port on a recurring basis, and the final re-
port under which was required to be sub-
mitted during fiscal year 2024, shall con-
tinue, and the requirement shall be carried
out, on the same recurring basis, until the
later of the dates specified in subsection
(a)(2).
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(2) APPROPRIATIONS REQUIRED.—If discre-
tionary appropriations (as defined in section
250(c) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency
Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 900(c)))
are required to carry out a reporting require-
ment described in paragraph (1), the applica-
tion of that paragraph to that reporting re-
quirement shall be subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations.

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section and the
amendments made by this section shall be
applied and administered as if this section
and those amendments had been enacted on
September 30, 2024.

DIVISION E—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 5101. COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COM-
MISSION WHISTLEBLOWER PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(b) of Public
Law 117-25 (135 Stat. 297; 136 Stat. 2133; 136
Stat. 5984) is amended, in paragraphs (3) and
(4), by striking “October 1, 2024 each place
it appears and inserting ‘‘March 14, 2025°.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as if
enacted on September 30, 2024.

SEC. 5102. PROTECTION OF CERTAIN FACILITIES
AND ASSETS FROM UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT.

Section 210G(i) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 124n(i)) is amended by
striking ‘“‘December 20, 2024’ and inserting
“March 14, 2025,

SEC. 5103. ADDITIONAL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT.

Section 3014 of title 18, United States Code,
is amended by striking ‘‘December 23, 2024’
and inserting ‘“‘March 14, 2025°.

SEC. 5104. NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY PROTEC-
TION SYSTEM AUTHORIZATION.

Section 227(a) of the Federal Cybersecurity
Enhancement Act of 2015 (6 U.S.C. 15625(a)) is
amended by striking ‘‘December 20, 2024’ and
inserting ‘‘March 14, 2025.

SEC. 5105. EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY ORDER
FOR  FENTANYL-RELATED  SUB-
STANCES.

Effective as if included in the enactment of
the Temporary Reauthorization and Study of
the Emergency Scheduling of Fentanyl Ana-
logues Act (Public Law 116-114), section 2 of
such Act is amended by striking ‘‘December
31, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°.

SEC. 5106. TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF PUBLIC
DEBT LIMIT.

Section 401 of the Fiscal Responsibility
Act of 2023 (Public Law 118-5) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘January 1, 2025 in sub-
section (a) and inserting ‘‘January 29, 2027"’,
and

(2) by striking ‘‘January 2, 2025’ each place
it appears in subsections (b) and (c¢) and in-
serting ‘‘January 30, 2027°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. COLE) and the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms.
DELAURO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H.R. 10515.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 10515,
the American Relief Act of 2025.

As the 118th Congress draws to a
close, it is natural to use these final
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days to reflect on our work. Though we
have accomplished much over the last 2
years, there is more to be done.
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Mr. Speaker, first and foremost, we
need to ensure that the government re-
mains open and operating to provide
needed services for Americans. It is
why I stand before my colleagues. With
government funding running out, it is
our duty to act.

When the House Appropriations Com-
mittee began our process of drafting
bills for fiscal year 2025, we knew we
had to work quickly to put the House
in the best position possible.

To that end, we successfully reported
all 12 of our annual appropriations bills
out of the committee and succeeded in
passing 5 of them across the floor.

Unfortunately, the House does not
act on its own. I am sorry to say,
whether we like it or not, our col-
leagues in the Senate have input in
this process.

To date, the Senate has yet to pass a
single fiscal year 2025 appropriations
bill across the floor. As time went on,
it became clear that we would not con-
clude the FY25 process by the deadline
of December 20, meaning another ex-
tension is necessary.

I know there is great frustration that
a second continuing resolution is nec-
essary. Quite frankly, I share in that
feeling. A government shutdown is
never a good alternative.

Today’s bill funds the government
through March 14. This will allow Re-
publicans to engage President Trump
as we negotiate a final funding bill of
the year that fulfills the mandate of
the American people and our America
First agenda.

Further, this route ensures that
there are no undue disruptions to our
national security and the vital pro-
grams that our constituents rely on.

Today’s bill also extends out the debt
limit for a further 2 years to January
20, 2027. This will allow President-elect
Trump to begin his term without need-
ing to immediately address our na-
tional debt limit, allowing us to move
forward on the many other pressing
concerns of the American people.

Finally, the legislation also provides
much-needed relief to Americans strug-
gling to recover from recent natural
disasters. This includes destruction in
my own district which faced tornadoes
that ripped through Oklahoma. From
floods and droughts to wildfires and
other storms, communities across the
United States have suffered.

These realities have been grim. I re-
cently visited North Carolina at the in-
vitation of my good friend and fellow
Appropriations Committee member,
CHUCK EDWARDS, and saw with my own
eyes the devastation and damage
caused by Hurricane Helene’s cata-
strophic flooding. Months after the
storm, countless people remain with-
out the basic necessities of life, and the
region will remain affected for years to
come.
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My takeaway from these experiences
is clear. Congress must act. We need to
provide the necessary disaster recovery
aid for States and communities as our
fellow citizens rebuild and restore.
Though relief efforts are ongoing, it
will be months, if not years, before life
returns to normal.

Additional investment is necessary
to provide needed assistance to our fel-
low Americans. Today’s measure fully
funds our existing relief requirements,
ensuring that help and resources get to
those who desperately need them.

Rural communities, particularly our
farmers and ranchers, are facing a
tough farm economy in the aftermath
of multiple disasters. These are
prioritized in this legislation. While
there is still a long road ahead for re-
covery efforts and rebuilding, this aid
will mark a vital step forward.

Mr. Speaker, for these reasons, I urge
my colleagues to vote in support of
H.R. 10515, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to this continuing resolution. We
had a strong bipartisan, bicameral
agreement among the Ileadership of
both parties at both ends of the Capitol
to avert a disastrous and pointless gov-
ernment shutdown, to provide des-
perately needed disaster aid and emer-
gency assistance, and to provide Con-
gress with the time required to enact a
final funding bill for fiscal year 2025.

That bill was a result of a com-
promise. There were things in it that
Democrats liked and Republicans did
not. There were things in it that Re-
publicans liked and Democrats would
have preferred to leave out. That is the
nature of government funding bills.
They require compromise and the sup-
port of Democrats and Republicans
that we in the House and Senate need
to have in order to become law.

That was true throughout the 118th
Congress, despite Republicans’ re-
peated and failed efforts to write ex-
treme and partisan funding bills. That
will be true in the 119th Congress, as
well.

Yes, we were on the cusp of an agree-
ment to move this country forward.
Yesterday, a multibillionaire with ap-
parently no working knowledge of gov-
ernment or of appropriations, a self-ap-
pointed president of the United States,
Elon Musk, issued a marching order for
House Republicans to go against their
own elected leadership and shut down
the government.

Soon after, Congress was on a fast
track to a government shutdown.
House Republicans are responsible for
any harm and uncertainty brought
upon the American people. Should
some get their wish for a monthlong
government shutdown, they will be re-
sponsible for cleaning up their mess
come Inauguration Day.

We are in completely unprecedented
times. The world’s richest man, an
unelected contractor reaping billions



H7380

in government contracts, is calling the
shots in the Republican Party. Who is
in charge?

At the behest of the world’s richest
man, who no one voted for, the United
States Congress has been thrown into
pandemonium. We had a bill on Tues-
day that was the result of 1% years of
work, which had the input of Repub-
licans and Democrats, their interests,
their concerns, and the needs of their
constituents.

This bill has no such bipartisan
input, and we are considering it in
mere minutes after it was released.

It removed key provisions to limit
the power of pharmaceutical compa-
nies. It abandons our bipartisan efforts
to ensure American dollars and intel-
lectual property are reinvested in
American businesses and workers, in-
stead of fueling the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s technology and capa-
bilities.

It includes a 2-year raising of the
debt limit.

What does that do?

That serves to allow Republicans to
cut taxes on the ultra wealthy like
Elon Musk and raise deficits on the
backs of the American people.

We must immediately return to con-
sidering the bipartisan, bicameral com-
promise legislation that Speaker JOHN-
SON, Leader SCHUMER, Leader JEFFRIES,
Leader MCCONNELL, and the four cor-
ners of the Appropriations Committee
reached earlier this week.

We must unequivocally reject the il-
legitimate oligarchy that seeks to
usurp the authority of the United
States Congress and of the American
people.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. EDWARDS), a member of
the Appropriations Committee and a
good friend and valued colleague.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the American Relief
Act. We all know the basis of this bill
is a continuing resolution to fund the
government and to prevent us from
shutting down until sometime in the
first quarter.

I admit I think we all know a con-
tinuing resolution is neither the best
way to fund our government nor be re-
sponsible for our taxpayers’ dollars. We
have an appropriations process that
should work. To the credit of Chairman
CoLE, that did work through the Ap-
propriations Committee. I certainly
appreciate the chairman’s strong lead-
ership in getting us through that.

It is noteworthy that he pointed out
the Appropriations Committee by itself
does not get to determine how we fund
our government.

We have got many needs and nec-
essary reasons to keep our government
functioning. The American people are
counting on us. Our military and our
border guards are counting on us.

Our enemies are watching. We all
know North Korea, Russia, China, and
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others do not have to face issues such
as a government shutdown.

Keeping the government open is crit-
ical to the district that I represent in
western North Carolina.

I would like to take a moment and
speak specifically to the disaster relief
portion of this bill. As most of my col-
leagues are aware, North Carolina was
hit by Hurricane Helene on September
27 of this year. We experienced unprec-
edented disaster and destruction.

It is going to cost North Carolina
about $58 billion to rebuild. This storm
was the most deadly in North Caro-
lina’s history. We lost 126,000 homes
that were either damaged or destroyed.
Countless people are now homeless.

I thank Speaker JOHNSON for person-
ally visiting western North Carolina,
getting his boots muddy, and seeing
what we are dealing with there. I
thank Leader SCALISE for visiting
western North Carolina. Chairman
COLE also took time to come down.
Many other Members were there.

We are going see a number of Mem-
bers on this floor argue against this
bill. Mr. Speaker, I need to remind you
that folks in western North Carolina
have been paying their taxes for dec-
ades, taxes that have gone toward
funding disasters in every other part of
this country, from California to the
Midwest to the Gulf Coast, without ar-
gument.

Mr. Speaker, now North Carolina
needs our help. They need the help of
this body. I am sure some folks are
going to speak against this bill. I urge
them to think about the disasters that
they may have experienced and what
they have seen in the news and what
they are hearing from me about the
need in western North Carolina.

I even heard one Member last week
refer to recipients of disaster relief as
“‘coastal elites.”” 1 represent about
783,000 people in the mountains of west-
ern North Carolina. I can promise you
not one single one of those people is a
coastal elite. Those are hardworking,
taxpaying Americans that deserve the
help of this body at this time. I urge
passage of this bill.

I must also say that I am dis-
appointed. Even though there is $110
billion in here to help begin to rebuild
my great State, there is a provision for
private roads and bridges that was
stripped out of this for some reason in
the last moments of pulling this bill
together.

The folks from FEMA in western
North Carolina have told me that the
most significant difference they see in
this disaster versus those they have
dealt with in other areas is the number
of private roads and bridges that we
have.

So, I am hoping, and I appreciate
Chairman COLE offering to help me, to
get this provision back in with some
other vehicle at some other point in
the future.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members’ sup-
port of this bill. North Carolina de-
serves and needs the respect and the
help to rebuild.
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. JEFFRIES), who is the distin-
guished Democratic leader.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the distinguished gentlewoman from
the great State of Connecticut, who is
our top Democrat on the Appropria-
tions Committee, for yielding and for
her incredibly strong and steadfast
leadership during this process.

House Democrats, House Repub-
licans, Senate Democrats, and Senate
Republicans reached a Dbipartisan
agreement to fund the government,
prevent a shutdown, and meet the
needs of the American people.

We reached a bipartisan agreement
to provide disaster assistance to people
who had their lives turned upside down
by extreme weather events—hurri-
canes, tornadoes, floods, and
wildfires—all across America.

We reached a bipartisan agreement
to be there for farmers, families, chil-
dren, seniors, working-class Americans
all across the country, the men and
women who serve this country in uni-
form, and our veterans.

House Republicans have abandoned
that bipartisan agreement that we en-
tered into in good faith. It was a bill
that House Republicans negotiated.
You gave us your word that we were
going to move forward together on be-
half of the American people.

It was a Republican-drafted bill that
was posted by House Republicans.
Then, one or two puppet masters weigh
in, and the extreme MAGA Republicans
decide to do the bidding of the wealthy,
the well-off, and the well-connected
millionaires and billionaires, not work-
ing-class people all across America.

The bill that is before us today is
just part of an effort to shut down the
government unless we, as Representa-
tives of the American people, bend to
the will of just a handful of million-
aires and billionaires because the pro-
visions in this bill, particularly as it
relates to suspending the debt ceiling
for 2 years, are designed to bring about
a massive tax cut unpaid for for
wealthy donors, for wealthy corpora-
tions, and for millionaires and billion-
aires who clearly some in this Congress
are working for. This bill is validation
for it.

Now, what has been interesting to me
is that for decades, the Republican
Party has lectured America about fis-
cal responsibility and about the debt
and the deficit. It has always been
phony. This bill proves it.

The one thing we do know is that
every time a Republican President
comes into office, the one thing we can
count on Republicans to do is to pass a
massive tax cut for wealthy Americans
and, in the process, stick working-class
Americans with the bill by raising the
deficit and the debt.

That is what happened in the 1980s.
When Ronald Reagan was President,
the biggest thing that he did was pass
a massive tax cut for the wealthy and



December 19, 2024

the well-off that was paid for by work-
ing families and middle-class folks all
across the country. It didn’t do any-
thing for middle-class Americans. It
didn’t do anything to stimulate the
economy.

As far as this whole notion of trickle-
down economics, I have come to the
conclusion that trickle-down econom-
ics simply means that middle-class
families and that working-class Ameri-
cans may get a trickle, but they are
guaranteed to stay down. That is what
your economics are all about.

Massive tax cuts for the wealthy and
the well-off under President Reagan
continued until President Bush. Bill
Clinton came into office and inherited
a significant deficit. Under his steward-
ship, President Clinton turned a deficit
into a surplus and passed that surplus
to President George W. Bush from the
so-called party of fiscal responsibility.

Once again, we see the same exact
playbook: Republicans inherit a sur-
plus, and they immediately blow it to
pass massive tax cuts for the wealthy,
the well-off, and the well-connected;
not provide relief to working-class
Americans. It was a tax cut in 2001 un-
paid for and then a tax cut in 2003 un-
paid for. They continued to run up the
debt and the deficit prosecuting two
failed wars.

The so-called party of fiscal responsi-
bility wants to lecture America when
their record speaks for itself.

President Obama came in after mis-
management related to the prior ad-
ministration, including helping to trig-
ger the Great Recession, and he inher-
ited a deficit from a Republican Presi-
dent of $1.5 trillion as well as the Great
Recession. Working under the leader-
ship of President Obama, Democrats in
the House and the Senate got the situ-
ation turned around and, over an 8-
year period of time, reduced the deficit
by $1 trillion, from $1.5 trillion to $500
billion. This is progress under Demo-
cratic leadership as it relates to get-
ting America’s fiscal house in order.

Then, Donald Trump came into office
and, again, followed the same exact

playbook. After failing to take
healthcare away from millions of
Americans, the Republicans turned

their attention to the GOP tax scam,
where 83 percent of the benefits went
to the wealthiest 1 percent. Why? It
was to subsidize the lifestyles of the
rich and famous.

In the process of doing that, they
borrowed $2.3 trillion that was added to
our debt and exploded the deficit, the
so-called party of fiscal responsibility.

In fact, this debt that we are dealing
with and that Democrats are taking se-
riously and that Republicans have no
interest in being responsible around,
that is what this 2-year suspension of
the debt ceiling is all about.

In our Nation’s 248-year history, 25
percent of our Nation’s debt was accu-
mulated during the 4 years of the
former President—25 percent.

How dare Republicans lecture Amer-
ica about fiscal responsibility ever.
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Then, President Biden came into of-
fice and got big things done for the
American people on infrastructure and
on the CHIPS and Science Act. He
stood up a clean energy economy, res-
cued America from a once-in-a-century
pandemic, and got all these big things
done by partnering with House Demo-
crats and Senate Democrats. In the
process, in his first 2 years, he reduced
the deficit by $1.7 trillion.

So, we see a very clear pattern. The
facts speak for themselves. Democrats
are the party of getting things done
and fiscal responsibility. Republicans
are the party of massive tax cuts for
the wealthy, the well-off, and the well-
connected, which brings us to this very
moment.

That is because this bill is designed
to set up the GOP tax scam 2.0 to stick
the American people with a bill so that
they can continue to cut taxes for
wealthy donors and well-connected cor-
porations and jam working-class Amer-
icans.

That is what this bill today, fun-
damentally, is all about. That is why
Republicans are suspending the debt
ceiling for 2 years, the so-called party
of fiscal responsibility.

In addition to these massive tax cuts,
we know how they want to pay for it.
Many Republicans have said this in the
public domain, that: We want to end
Social Security as we know it, end
Medicare as we know it, end Medicaid
as we know it, end nutritional assist-
ance as we know it, and not support
our veterans.

These are all the reasons why Demo-
crats are opposed to this legislation. It
is because you are trying to jam work-
ing-class Americans again, as you have
repeatedly done over and over and over
again.

Those are the facts.

The other problem with this bill is
that we negotiated, in a bipartisan, bi-
cameral way, real progress for work-
ing-class Americans, for middle-class
Americans, and for everyday Ameri-
cans who aspire to be part of the mid-
dle class. That has been cut out of this
legislation.

Why would you do that? Why would
you eliminate funding for community
health centers? That impacts the
heartland of America, urban America,
rural America, suburban America,
small-town America, and Appalachia.
Why would you cut out funding for
community health centers?

We are fighting for those everyday
Americans. That is why we are opposed
to this legislation.

Why would you cut funding for nutri-
tional assistance for children in Amer-
ica, for seniors in America, and for vet-
erans in America? Why would you do
that? This bill cuts funding for nutri-
tional assistance that had previously
been agreed upon, and that is why we
are opposed to this legislation.

This legislation actually cuts a pro-
gram that was designed to help chil-
dren and their parents detect cancer.
Cruelty is the point. Why would you
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eliminate that program? We are going
to fight for the children of America.

So, the reasons are too numerous to
articulate, though with my magic
minute, I could do that.

We have laid out the challenges with
this bill, the phoniness in claiming
that extreme MAGA Republicans are
about working-class Americans and are
the party of fiscal responsibility. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth.

When you run up the debt and the
deficit, middle-class families pay and
working-class families pay. We are
going to defend them. House Demo-
crats are going to continue to fight for
working families, middle-class fami-
lies, all those who aspire to be part of
the middle class, for the children of
America, for the seniors of America,
for the unions in America, for the vet-
erans of America, and for the least, the
lost, the left behind, for the poor, the
sick, and the afflicted.

We are going to continue to fight for
everyday Americans. That is why we
are voting ‘‘no’’ on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, to stop this reckless, re-
gressive, and reactionary Republican
shutdown, vote ‘‘no.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their com-
ments to the Chair.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. ALFORD),
who is my very good friend.

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I did not
bring any fancy signs with me today.
Those take hours to prepare.

I will tell you, Mr. Speaker, that if a
shutdown occurs because we do not
pass this continuing resolution today,
it will not be a Republican shutdown.
It will be a Democrat shutdown.

When it goes over to the Senate, it
will be the Schumer shutdown.

O 1800

Mr. Speaker, this is not about mil-
lionaires. This is not about billion-
aires. This is about our farmers. This is
about our military getting the pay
that they deserve through Christmas
and the New Year. This is about the fu-
ture of this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, this continuing resolu-
tion before us is not a perfect solution,
but it is a bridge that will allow us to
continue the critical work of funding
our troops, securing our borders, sup-
porting our farmers, caring for our vet-
erans, and procuring disaster relief for
those in the Carolinas who we visited
just last month. They are living in
tents in freezing temperatures while il-
legal aliens are living at The Roosevelt
Hotel in New York City.

Mr. Speaker, Missouri has 87,000
farms. We are losing 1,000 farms in
America each month. Our food security
is national security, and the Demo-
crats do not want to support our farm-
ers. Due to the high inflationary costs
that this administration has brought
about and low commodity prices, farm-
ers are going out of business.

I don’t understand this consolidation
of farming in America and why the
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Democrats are in favor of that. We
have to support our farmers through
this bill. We have to support our dis-
aster victims through this bill. Most of
all, we must support America.

We are not here for ourselves. We are
here for those who we represent, the
hardworking Americans who depend on
us to set aside our differences and act
with courage and responsibility. They
deserve a government that works for
them and not against them.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to allow
speakers to be heard.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I re-
mind the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. ALFORD), my colleague and friend,
that the compromise bill had over-
whelming support for farmers and for
American families, as well.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
NEAL), the distinguished ranking mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee.

(Mr. NEAL asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, we are in
favor of every request that you asked
for. These were modest agreements
that were reached and rendered by both
parties in an honest and public agree-
ment.

The Speaker of the House broke his
word. That is why we are here.

To the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
ALFORD), who just spoke: I have been
here for a long time. You have never
won a government shutdown, and you
won’t win this one, either.

Your currency in this institution is
your word. We reached an agreement.
We came to modest achievements, and
a tweet changed all of it?

Can you imagine what the next 2
years are going to be like if every time
the Congress works its will and then
there is a tweet from an individual,
who has no official portfolio, threat-
ening Members on the Republican side
with a primary, and they succumb?

This institution has a separate re-
sponsibility based upon the separation
of powers. Members of Congress don’t
serve under Presidents of the United
States. It is called the national prin-
ciple.

I am in favor of aid to North Caro-
lina. I am in support of aid to the farm-
ers in Missouri. We come to the aid of
the American family at moments like
this.

You walked away from your word.
You walked away from an agreement.
That is what we are bothered by: a sim-
ple suggestion from the President-elect
that you ought to abandon that prin-
ciple.

This is what this is about. This is
about trying to raise the debt ceiling
to disguise a big tax cut that they want
to offer later on.

In December of 2017, the TCJA was
rendered, and my friends, particularly
the ones who have been here for a
while, know what I am about to say is
true. You borrowed the money, $2.3

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

trillion, for a tax cut for wealthy peo-
ple. When you see the distribution ta-
bles, you know who got what.

We are trying to avert a government
shutdown, but we are also trying to
subscribe to the basic principle as out-
lined earlier. We reached an agree-
ment. It was honorable. It came to the
aid of everything you have asked for,
and then you walk away from it?

What about your word going forward
here? What about the currency that I
noted a moment ago?

I tell you: You cannot win a govern-
ment shutdown, and you won’t win this
one either.

We need to return to the original
agreement and stick with it.

The last word here I am going to
offer: The Speaker of the House needed
to keep his word on this legislation and
stick with it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Members are reminded to direct their
comments to the Chair.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. LLUNA).

Mrs. LUNA. Mr. Speaker, I have
never actually voted for a CR, but I am
here today because I realize that the
plan that is on the table currently to
keep our government open, but also the
promise from the only President in my
lifetime who has ever followed through
on all of his campaign promises to the
American people—excuse me, I am not
done talking. Give me the same respect
we give you guys.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman will suspend.

My colleagues are reminded that the
gentlewoman has the floor. She has the
right to be heard. The gentlewoman
has the right to be heard.

The gentlewoman would be reminded
to direct her comments to the Chair.

Mrs. LUNA. Mr. Speaker, the only
President in my lifetime who has ful-
filled all of his campaign promises to
the American people has promised to
cut hundreds of billions of dollars in
reconciliation.

You want to talk about shutting
down the government. The deal that
was negotiated was largely rejected by
the American people. To his credit,
Speaker JOHNSON pulled it from the
floor. That is why we are here today.

The deal on the table will keep the
government open for the American peo-
ple. If you guys so choose to shut it
down, it will be on you, but not the Re-
publican Party.

We will not be going back to the
table. This deal stands as it is. So you
can go back home on Christmas and ex-
plain to your people why you shut the
government down because we won’t be
doing it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman is reminded to direct her
comments to the Chair.

My colleagues are reminded that the
gentlewoman from Florida deserves to
be heard.

Mrs. LUNA. Furthermore, Mr. Speak-
er, the former bill had items in it in-
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cluding random pandemic policies, and
biocontaminant research that were not
in the best interest of the American
people, so the deal on the table is as-is.
You either vote for it or you vote for
the shutdown, but it will be not on the
Republican Party. It will be on Demo-
crats as it stands.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, a deal is
a deal.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAL-
LONE), the distinguished ranking mem-
ber of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, have
the Republicans forgotten that they
are in the majority? The bill that was
supposed to come up was posted and
negotiated by the Republican Speaker.
He posted it. He negotiated it.

You know that the bill that you are
bringing up instead tonight will not
pass. We will leave here tonight. This
bill will not pass, and so you are the
ones who are creating the shutdown.

You have the power to decide what
bills come to the floor. You are putting
a bill on this floor that you know will
not pass and will lead to a Republican
shutdown. It is on you because you
have the majority.

Mr. Speaker, I mention this other
bill that was supposed to come up and
that you refused to bring up. This bill
was negotiated because we realized in
the Energy and Commerce Committee
that people were suffering.

They were suffering from high drug
prices because of pharmaceutical ben-
efit plans, PBPs, and so we put in a bill
on a bipartisan basis, a way of trying
to bring prices down with PBP reform.

We knew that consumers were being
screwed all over the place with shady
things on websites when they buy
things, junk fees, and all kinds of de-
ceptive practices.

We put in on a bipartisan basis that
we were going to get rid of junk fees,
that we were going to get rid of decep-
tive practices, whether it went to a
concert or a hotel or whatever it hap-
pened to be, because we cared on a bi-
partisan basis to try to bring prices
down, to try to make things more fair
for the consumer, for the American
people.

You took all of that out because a
billionaire, Elon Musk, decided that
the Republicans were supposed to act
in favor of corporate interests, in favor
of billionaires, and in favor of special
interests. That is what is going on
here.

You jettisoned all of the things that
we worked on, on a bipartisan basis, to
try to bring prices down, be fair to the
American people, protect the con-
sumer, protect the environment, pro-
tect safety. Instead, you decided to
simply go ahead with something that
you know will not pass and that will
shut the government down.

Don’t tell me that this is on our
watch. This is on your watch. You are
the majority. You are responsible. This
is not going to pass. The government is



December 19, 2024

going to shut down, and the American
people are going to suffer because of
you, as Republicans.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their com-
ments to the Chair.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, we have had a lot of
talk about what is not in this bill.
Maybe we ought to talk a little bit
about what is in this bill.

It keeps the government open, which
my friends say they want to do, and I
think they are sincere in that. This bill
does that.

It provides relief to people in the var-
ious disaster areas around the country,
in an amount that they agreed to and
that we agreed to. We share that in
common.

It provides aid for farmers who suf-
fered through several years of droughts
and disaster and the systemic prices
that, as the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. ALFORD) mentioned, is costing us
farms.

It extends important healthcare pro-
visions into the next year.

There is nothing in here you are
against. There is not a single thing in
this bill that you oppose. If you can’t
vote for what you are for, please don’t
lecture us about, if I had this and this,
you would vote for it.

If you vote ‘‘no,” you are voting to
shut down the government. If you vote
“no,” you are voting to deny aid to
people who suffered through a disaster.
If you vote ‘no,” you are voting
against helping American farmers and
ranchers at a difficult time. If you vote
‘‘no,”” you are voting to strip important
provisions that are being extended into
next year.

Why? It is because you don’t want to
give the next President enough time to
get organized and you want to use the
debt as leverage.

The extension of the debt ceiling is
what we have done for the last 2 years.
It is what you supported 2 years ago.
There is no change in that whatsoever.

If you want to fight about other
things and other battles, that is great.
I welcome that debate. I think it is a
legitimate debate, but you are voting
against a bill that everything in it you
support, every single thing. You are
doing that for political purposes.

Please don’t lecture us about that.
We presented something that keeps the
government open, that provides aid to
people, that provides support for farm-
ers, and that extends important provi-
sions, and you are not opposed to any
of that. Yet, you are going to oppose
the bill.

If a government shutdown comes, and
I sincerely hope it does not, please
don’t tell those of us who voted to keep
the government open, while you voted
to let it close, that we are somehow re-
sponsible. That is just not the case.

I have a rule as a legislator. I never
vote against a bill because of what is
not in it. I vote on the basis of the bill
that comes here, and then I fight for
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the other things that I think are im-
portant.

Extending a debt ceiling, which we
have done for 2 years in a bipartisan
fashion, so you can use it as leverage
against a new President is something
you ought to reconsider as a political
tactic.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their com-
ments to the Chair.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MOSKOWITZ).

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, de-
nial is not just a river in Egypt.

Let’s talk about the last 2 years. It
was the Democrats who raised the debt
ceiling, not the Republicans last time.
Many of you voted against it.

It was the Democrats who kept the
government open. Not once, not twice,
but every single time we needed to
keep the government open, it was the
Democrats who kept the government
open. More of us voted for it than you.

All T have heard for the last couple of
weeks is about this giant mandate,
landslide, and trifecta. Put on your
big-boy pants. Pass your own bill.

[0 1815

We are only here because Repub-
licans can’t agree amongst themselves.
Now, hold on a second.

Democrats will keep the government
open for the American people. We will
mediate the disagreements between
that side of the room and that side of
the room. We will do that for them, but
they will have to at least invite us to
that meeting. If Republicans want us
to solve their problem because they
can’t agree amongst themselves, reach
out.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. ROY).

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, when I ran for
Congress in 2018, the debt was $21 tril-
lion.

I was just texting with my son back
home in Austin, who I haven’t seen in
quite a long time because I am here
trying to fight for him.

When I got through cancer about 12
years ago, I made a promise to my kids
that I would do everything I can to
save this country, and what we are
doing right now is continuing to double
down on the things that are destroying
the Republic.

We are going to increase the debt
ceiling, not just $4 trillion. That is
false. We have spent $4.7 trillion in ad-
ditional debt in the last 19 months. We
are going to increase the debt by $56
trillion. That is what is going to hap-
pen right here by Republicans. We are
increasing the debt by $5 trillion.

What are you doing in the same bill?
Mr. Speaker, $110 billion is unpaid for
because you never have an ounce of
self-respect to go out and campaign,
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saying you are going to balance the
budget, and then you come in here and
pass $110 billion unpaid for, on top of
the $200 billion you did for WEP. My
colleagues won’t agree with that, but
the fact of the matter is, they have
added $330 billion to the debt since you
were given the majority again on No-
vember 5.

It is embarrassing. It is shameful.
Yes, I think this bill is better than it
was yesterday in certain respects, but
to take this bill yesterday and con-
gratulate themselves because it is
shorter in pages but increases the debt
by $5 trillion is asinine, and that is pre-
cisely what Republicans are doing.

I am absolutely sickened by a party
that campaigns on fiscal responsibility
and has the temerity to go forward to
the American people and say they
think this is fiscally responsible. It is
absolutely ridiculous.

It also turns off paygo. It turns off
the $1.7 trillion in automatic cuts
under paygo because this side of the
aisle is profoundly unserious about ac-
tually reducing deficits just as my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
are profoundly unserious about reduc-
ing deficits.

The entire body has been racking up
debt for my entire life. We are now at
$36 trillion with a trillion dollars of in-
terest. We rack up a trillion dollars
every 100 days.

What are we going to do about it? We
are going to run around and talk about
cutting taxes, but not doing what is
necessary to cut the spending along
with the cut taxes.

On the other side of the aisle, my col-
leagues will say: Oh, no, we have got to
increase taxes but won’t do anything
to cut spending. So here we sit in the
same mess. I have to be honest, and I
will remind people, this is Article 1.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is a great debate. It
is nice to have the discussion, but we
are here to consider a specific piece of
legislation.

This keeps the government open.
What my friends want to do by voting
“no” is effectively to shut it down.
This provides relief to people in need.
What my friends want to do by voting
“no”’ is to keep that from happening.

This provides aid to farmers and
ranchers. What my friends want to do—
and they actually favor the amounts
and what have you. There has been no
change in that regard—ends that. This
extends important protections for the
American people.

If a bill has got something in it and
you support everything that is in it
and we continue the debt ceiling that
we have had the last 2 years, then I am
mystified as to how you can go home
and explain that as I wanted to keep
the government open, so I voted to
shut it down. It is amazing to me.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.
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Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. JORDAN), my very good friend and
distinguished chairman of the Judici-
ary Committee.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is real simple.
This bill helps the people who grow our
food. This bill helps people who were
devastated by hurricanes this past fall.
This bill funds the government at lev-
els the Democrats agreed to, to keep
the government open over the holidays.

Why the Democrats oppose this, I
have no idea. I have no idea.

Let’s vote ‘‘yes” and spend at the
levels everyone agreed to. Then in 3
months, we can have the debate and
figure out where we are going from
there, but this is a ‘‘yes’’ vote.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
30 seconds to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. COHEN).

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, there are a
lot of things in here that were taken
out of the compromised bill that were
good for the American people and one
of the things was DSH payments. We
give money to hospitals to treat the
least among us, the poorest people that
need healthcare, and that was taken
out of the bill.

That is cruel, inhuman, and anti-
Judeo-Christian. That is one of the
main reasons why I opposed this bill
because the hospitals that take care of
those people are doing God’s work and
they need to be given the moneys they
have been given in the past, a 1l-year
extension, and Republicans took that
out. That is wrong.

Mr. Speaker, I oppose the bill.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentleman
from New York (Mr. LAWLER), my good
friend.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, we are
approaching Christmas and Hanukkah,
and Americans all across this country
care about this debate. They care
about the specifics, but what they
won’t understand is when you vote
“no” to continue funding the govern-
ment to provide the services that they
rely on.

This is a clean CR. If you don’t like
it because it doesn’t have a whole list
of ornaments on the Christmas tree, I
am sorry, but the fact is that we are
keeping the government funded.

By the way, I would remind my
Democratic colleagues, we could actu-
ally do our appropriations work if my
senior Senator from New York passed a
single, solitary appropriations bill on
the Senate floor. He passed exactly
zero. The fact is, we have to keep the
government funded. That is our respon-
sibility.

The Speaker pro tempore. The time
of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, we have
to keep the government funded. Live to
fight another day.
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The fact is that we are not shutting
the government down before Christ-
mas. I think everyone here has a re-
sponsibility to keep the government
open and funded, and it requires a
“‘yes’” vote on this CR. It requires a
‘“‘yes” vote on disaster relief. It re-
quires a ‘‘yes’” vote on providing our
farmers the support that they need to
put food on the table for the American
people.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the American public
has been clamoring for this body to
work together, Democrats and Repub-
licans, across the aisle to do what is in
the best interest of the American peo-
ple.

To that end and to give credence to
what the American people are clam-
oring for so they can begin to have
trust in us again and what we do in
this body, is that we have been work-
ing since August 2023 on a supple-
mental disaster relief bill.

We worked assiduously over the next
several months, day in and day out. I
will just say to my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle, I recognize I am
part of what is called the four corners
of the Appropriations Committee, Mr.
CoLE and myself and Senator MURRAY
and Senator COLLINS, who wanted to
get these appropriations bills done by
December 20 because we believed that
we could have done it and get these
bills done.

We were told no. We were told no. We
were told that we had to have a con-
tinuing resolution that would carry us
into next year. No government should
be run by continuing resolutions. That
is not good governance, but there are
those in this body who don’t know how
to govern and don’t care about gov-
erning.

We worked hard over the last several
weeks, back and forth, forth and back,
to say we can accept this; we can’t ac-
cept that. We will do this. We worked
hard.

To talk about what some of my col-
leagues have said, the Democrats are in
the minority in this body. When you
have the pen, which is what the Repub-
licans have, they write the bill. They
write the bill. They post the bill. They
agreed on a bill.

You know what? They got scared be-
cause president Musk said don’t do it.
Don’t do it. Shut the government
down. What does he know about what
people go through when the govern-
ment shuts down? Are his employees
furloughed? Hell, no. Is he furloughed?
No.

When you shut the government down,
people don’t get paid. Maybe if none of
us got paid if the government shut
down, some people on the other side of
the aisle would feel differently about
where we are going in this effort.

We had an agreement. Mr. Speaker,
this is no different from what we have
experienced over the last year and a
half or so. Think about it. The Biden-
McCarthy deal comes together and the
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next day, walk away. The Johnson-
Schumer deal comes together and the
next day, walk away. Now this deal
comes together, and they walk away
from it.

Who do we trust in this body? Above
all, can the American people trust us?
Can they trust us with their lives when
we had a moment, when we came to
agreement as Democrats and Repub-
licans and were able to say: Let’s move
forward.

One of my colleagues, I think it was
Congressman NEAL, said this: The only
currency we have in this body is our
word. That is our credibility. That is
our bond with each other. When you
break that bond, you break the ability
to try to come together and be able to
govern on behalf of the people of this
country.

I understand what is in this bill, but
what was left out is unconscionable,
particularly in the areas of maternal
mortality.

Mr. Speaker, I implore my colleagues
to vote ‘‘no” on this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

O 1830

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, may 1 in-
quire how much time I have remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma has 1%2 minutes
remaining.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time for the pur-
pose of closing.

It has been an interesting debate. It
has been a good debate. There have
been a lot of interesting points made,
but the fact is, there is nothing in this
legislation that Democrats oppose.
They don’t oppose keeping the govern-
ment open. This keeps it open until
March 14. We will be voting for that in
overwhelming numbers.

Democrats support aid to people in
distress. This bill does that. Democrats
are going to be voting ‘‘no.” We will be
voting ‘“‘yes.”

We think the rural economy is in cri-
sis. There is important aid in here for
it, aid Democrats supported. We are
going to be voting for it. Democrats
are going to be voting against it.

Those are just the facts. You con-
sider legislation one piece at a time.
There is not a single thing in here that
the other side opposes except maybe
the debt limit extension, which is the
same debt limit extension they sup-
ported 2 years ago.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’” and keep the government
open, help people in need, help the
rural economy, and let us move for-
ward with our work.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the
bill and yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from OKklahoma (Mr.
CoLE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 10515.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE
Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, on that

I demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 174, nays
235, answered ‘‘present’” 1, not voting

20, as follows:

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei
Arrington
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks

Barr

Bentz
Bergman
Bice
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Buchanan
Bucshon
Burgess
Calvert
Carey

Carl

Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Castor (FL)
Chavez-DeRemer
Ciscomani
Cline

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crawford
Crenshaw
D’Esposito
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duarte
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood
Fong

Foxx

Adams
Aguilar
Allred

Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Bean (FL)
Beatty
Bera

Beyer
Biggs
Bishop (GA)
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brecheen
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Burchett
Burlison
Bush
Cammack
Caraveo
Carbajal

[Roll No. 516]

YEAS—174

Franklin, Scott
Fry
Garbarino
Gimenez
Gongzales, Tony
Gooden (TX)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harshbarger
Hern

Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Issa

Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean (NJ)
Kelly (MS)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley

Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann

Mast

McCaul
McClain
MecClintock
McHenry
Meuser

NAYS—235

Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cloud
Clyburn
Clyde
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar

Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Murphy
Nehls

Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Owens
Palmer
Pence

Perez
Pfluger
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Rouzer

Rulli
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Scott, Austin
Sessions
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil

Strong
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Timmons
Turner
Valadao

Van Drew
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wied
Williams (NY)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Curtis
Davids (KS)
Dayvis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Duncan
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Frost
Fulcher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Golden (ME)

Goldman (NY) McBath Sanchez
Gomez McClellan Sarbanes
Gonzalez, V. McCollum Scanlon
Good (VA) McCormick Schakowsky
Gosar McGarvey Schneider
Green, Al (TX) McGovern Scholten
Harder (CA) Mclver Schrier
Harris Meeks Schweikert
Hayes Menendez Scott (VA)
Himes Meng Scott, David
Horsford Mfume Self
Houlahan Mills Sewell
Hoyer Mooney Sherman
Hoyle (OR) Moore (UT) Slotkin
Huffman Moore (WI) Smith (WA)
Hunt Moran Sorensen
Ivey Morelle Soto
Jackson (IL) Moskowitz Spanberger
Jackson (NC) Moulton Spartz
Jacobs Mrvan Stansbury
Jayapal Mullin Stanton
Jeffries Nadler Stevens
Johnson (GA) Neal Strickland
Kamlager-Dove Neguse Swalwell
Keating Nickel Sykes

Kelly (IL) Norcross Takano
Kennedy Norman Thanedar
Khanna Ocasio-Cortez Thompson (CA)
Kildee Ogles Thompson (MS)
Kilmer Omar Tiffany
Krishnamoorthi  Pallone Titus
Kuster Panetta Tlaib
Lamborn Pappas Tokuda
Landsman Peltola Tonko
Larsen (WA) Perry Torres (CA)
Larson (CT) Peters Torres (NY)
Lee (CA) Pettersen Trahan

Lee (NV) Pingree Trone

Lee (PA) Pocan Underwood
Lee Carter Porter Van Duyne
Leger Fernandez Posey Vargas
Lesko Pressley Vasquez
Levin Quigley Veasey
Lofgren Ramirez Velazquez
Lopez Raskin Wasserman
Luttrell Rosendale Schultz
Lynch Ross Waters
Mace Roy Watson Coleman
Magaziner Ruiz Wexton
Manning Ruppersberger Wwild

Massie Ryan Williams (GA)
Matsui Salinas Wilson (FL)

ANSWERED “PRESENT"—1

Kaptur
NOT VOTING—20
Babin Grijalva Phillips
Blumenauer Kelly (PA) Rodgers (WA)
Evans Lieu Sherrill
Fletcher Luetkemeyer Steube
Garcia, Mike Napolitano Suozzi
Gottheimer Newhouse Williams (TX)
Granger Pelosi
0 1854

Mr. PANETTA, Mrs. SPARTZ, and
Mr. HUNT changed their vote from
“yea.” to unay.n

Mr. GROTHMAN changed his vote
from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘“‘yea.”

So (two-thirds not being in the af-
firmative) the motion was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 57 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
[ 2045
AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro

tempore (Mr. YAKYM) at 8 o’clock and
45 minutes p.m.

H7385

PROVIDING FOR CORRECTIONS IN
THE ENROLLMENT OF S. 4367

Mr. WEID. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to take from the Speak-
er’s table the concurrent resolution (S.
Con. Res. 46), providing for corrections
in the enrollment of S. 4367, and ask for
its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

S. CON. RES. 46

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That in the enroll-
ment of S. 4367, an Act to provide for im-
provements to the rivers and harbors of the
United States, to provide for the conserva-
tion and development of water and related
resources, and for other purposes, the Sec-
retary of the Senate shall make the fol-
lowing corrections:

(1) In paragraph (2) of section 203(d) of the
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33
U.S.C. 2231(d)) (as added by section
1109(a)(3)(C)), strike ‘“‘maximum Federal
cost’ and insert ‘‘Federal share of the cost”.

(2) In section 204(c)(1) of the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C.
2232(c)(1)) (as amended by section 1110(a)(1)),
strike ‘‘United States funds” and insert
“United States’.

(3) In section 1142(3), strike ‘‘in paragraph
(4) and inserting the following’’ and insert
“by striking paragraph (4) and inserting the
following’’.

(4) In section 1203(a)(1), strike ‘‘food” and
insert ““flood”.

(5) In paragraph (2) of section 1113(d) of the
Water Resources Development Act of 1986
(100 Stat. 4232; 110 Stat. 3719; 136 Stat. 3781)
(as added by section 1355(1)(B))—

(A) in the paragraph heading, strike ‘“‘RE-
CONNAISSANCE STUDY” and insert ‘PRE-DE-
SIGN PLANNING COSTS”’; and

(B) strike ‘‘a reconnaissance study carried
out by the Secretary” and insert ‘‘pre-design
planning costs”’.

The concurrent resolution was con-
curred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RECOGNIZING SHERIFF’'S DEPUTY
CHASE MASON

(Mr. WIED asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WIED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Shawano County Sheriff’s
Deputy Chase Mason, who went out of
his way to help a local kid in our dis-
trict while on duty.

Last month, a local boy called 911 for
a very important reason: to ask for as-
sistance with his math homework. The
child told the dispatcher that his fam-
ily wasn’t very good at math either
and needed help.

Deputy Chase Mason went above and
beyond to respond to the call while he
himself admitted he wasn’t overly pro-
ficient in math. Ultimately, Deputy
Mason and the kid were able to work
together to solve the problem.



H7386

Deputy Mason’s assistance to this
local boy shows us just how much our
law enforcement cares for their com-
munity and how lucky we are to have
them.

Wisconsin’s Eighth Congressional
District is home to some of the great-
est law enforcement officers in the
country, and I am proud to stand with
them.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Sheriff’s Dep-
uty Mason for going out of his way and
for his service to Shawano County.

———
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly an en-
rolled bill of the House of the following
title, which was thereupon signed by
the Speaker on Thursday, December 19,
2024:

H.R. 5009. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WIED. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 47 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, December 20, 2024, at 9
a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-6454. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation and Regulations,
Office of Housing — Federal Hosing Commis-
sioner, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Updated Terminology for
State Housing Agency Housing Assistance
Payments Contracts [Docket No.: FR-6378-F-
02] (RIN: 2502-AJ68) received December 17,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

EC-6455. A letter from the Chairman, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, trans-
mitting the Corporation’s Fair Hiring in
Banking Act Report to Congress, pursuant to
Public Law 117-263, Sec. 5705(c)(3); (136 Stat.
3411); to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

EC-6456. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health
and Human Services, transmitting the De-
partment’s reports titled, ‘‘Community Serv-
ices Block Grant Report to Congress for Fis-
cal Year 2022, and the ‘“‘Community Serv-
ices Block Grant Performance Measurement
Report’’; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

EC-6457. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health
and Human Services, transmitting a report
titled ‘‘National Plan to Address Alzheimer’s
Disease: 2024 Update’’, pursuant to 12 U.S.C.
5493(0)(3)(C); Public Law 111-203, Sec.
1013(b)(3)(C); (124 Stat. 1966); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

EC-6458. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Department of Health and Human
Services, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Health Data, Technology, and
Interoperability: Protecting Care Access
(RIN: 0955-AA06) December 18, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-6459. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health
and Human Services, transmitting the De-
partment’s 2022 Progress Report on Under-
standing the Long-Term Health Effects of
Living Organ Donation; ; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-6460. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Possession, Use, and Transfer of Se-
lect Agents and Toxins; Biennial Review of
the List of Select Agents and Toxins [Docket
No.: CDC-2020-0024] (RIN: 0920-AA71) received
December 18, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-6461. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule — Hazardous
Waste Generator Improvements Rule, the
Hazardous Waste Pharmaceuticals Rule, and
the Definition of Solid Waste Rule; Tech-
nical Corrections [EPA-HQ-OLEM-2023-0081;
FRL 8687-04-OLEM] (RIN: 2050-AH23) received
December 4, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-6462. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule — Finding of
Failure To Submit State Implementation
Plan Submissions for the 2008 and 2015 Ozone
National Ambient Air Quality Standards;
California; San Diego County Area [EPA-
R09-OAR-2024-0369; FRL-12352-01-R9] received
December 4, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-6463. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule —
Cyazofamid; Pesticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ-
OPP-2023-0257; FRL-12338-01-OCSPP] received
December 4, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-6464. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule — Air Plan
Revisions; Arizona; Maricopa County Air
Quality Department [EPA-R09-OAR-2023-
0603; FRI.-11596-02-R9] received December 4,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-6465. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule — Air Plan
Approval; ID; Revisions to Air Quality Regu-
lations [EPA-R10-OAR-2023-0583, FRL-11575-
03-R10] received December 4, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-6466. A letter from the Supervisory,
Program Analyst, Media Bureau/Audio Divi-
sion, Federal Communications Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
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Amendment of Section 74.1231(i) of the Com-
mission’s Rules on FM Broadcast Booster
Stations [MB Docket No.: 20-401]; Moderniza-
tion of Media Initiative [MB Docket No.: 17-
105]; Amendment of Section 74.1231(i) of the
Commission’s Rules on FM Broadcast Boost-
er Stations [RM-11854] received December 17,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-6467. A letter from the Supervisory,
Program Analyst, Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau, Federal Communications
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule — Modifying Emissions Limits for
the 24.25-24.4 GHz and 24.75-25.25 GHz Bands
[ET Docket No.: 21-186] received December
17, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-6468. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a six
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Belarus that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13405 of June 16,
2006, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

EC-6469. A letter from the Congressional
and Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau of In-
dustry and Security, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Implementation of Additional Con-
trols on Pakistan [Docket No.: 241113-0293]
(RIN: 0694-AJ63) received December 17, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-6470. A letter from the Chairman,
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, transmitting the Board’s Semi-
annual Report to Congress by the Office of
Inspector General for the Board and the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau; to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-6471. A letter from the Administrator
and Chief Executive Officer, Bonneville
Power Administration, Department of En-
ergy, transmitting the 2024 Annual Report of
the Bonneville Power Administration, pursu-
ant to the Third Powerplant at Grand Coulee
Dam Act, 16 U.S.C. 835j; to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-6472. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Administration for Children and
Families, Department of Health and Human
Services, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Privacy Act: Implementation
[Docket Number: ACF-2024-0015] (RIN: 0970-
AD15) received December 18, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-6473. A letter from the Assistant Attor-
ney General for Administration, Justice
Management Division, Department of Jus-
tice, transmitting the Department’s FY 2024
Agency Financial Report, pursuant to 31
U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec.
303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-289,
Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee
on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-6474. A letter from the Director Office
of Financial Management, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Agency Financial Report for FY 2024,
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law
101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by Public
Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-6475. A letter from the Chairman, Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s Agency Report for
FY 2024; to the Committee on Oversight and
Accountability.

EC-6476. A letter from the Archivist of the
United States, National Archives and
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Records Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s Agency Financial Report
for Fiscal Year 2024, pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1)
(as amended by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a));
(116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability.

EC-6477. A letter from the Treasurer, Na-
tional Gallery of Art, transmitting the Gal-
lery’s Performance and Accountability Re-
port for the year ended September 30, 2024; to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

EC-6478. A letter from the Chairman,
Board of Governors, United States Postal
Service, transmitting the Service’s Office of
Inspector General Semiannual Report to
Congress for the period April 1, 2024 through
September 30, 2024; to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-6479. A letter from the Principal Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary, Land and Minerals
Management, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the ‘“Eighth Biennial Report to
Congress: Estimates of Natural Gas and Oil
Reserves, Reserves Growth, and Undis-
covered Resources in Outer Continental
Shelf and State Waters off the Coasts of
Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Ala-
bama’’, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 16295(c); Public
Law 109-58, Sec. 965(c); (119 Stat. 892); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-6480. A letter from the Director, Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States
Courts, transmitting the fiscal year 2024 De-
layed-Notice Search Warrant Report, pursu-
ant to 18 U.S.C. 3103a(d)(2); Public Law 90-351,
Sec. 1401(a) (added by Public Law 109-177,
Sec. 114(c)); (120 Stat. 211); to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

EC-6481. A letter from the Solicitor Gen-
eral, Department of Justice, transmitting a
notification that the Department has deter-
mined not to file a petition for a writ of cer-
tiorari in United States v. Connelly, No. 23-
50312 (bth Cir. Aug. 28, 2024); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-6482. A letter from the Water Resources
Regulation and Policy Advisor, Corps of En-
gineers, Department of the Army, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Corps of Engineers Agen-
cy Specific Procedures To Implement the
Principles, Requirements, and Guidelines for
Federal Investments in Water Resources
[Docket ID: COE-2023-0005] (RIN: 0710-AB41)
received December 17, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6483. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Lifejacket Approval Harmoni-
zation [Docket No.: USCG-2022-0120] (RIN:
1625-AC62) received December 17, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-6484. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting the Reports
of the Cultural Property Advisory Com-
mittee in FY 2023 and FY 2024, pursuant to 19
U.S.C. 2605(f)(6); Public Law 97-446, Sec.
306(f)(6); (96 Stat. 2356); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

EC-6485. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a re-
port on the taxation of Social Security and
Railroad Retirement Benefits for Calendar
Years 2015 through 2020; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

EC-6486. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health
and Human Services, transmitting a report
entitled, ‘“‘Risk Adjustment in Medicare Ad-
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vantage 2024, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 1395w-23
note; Public Law 114-255, Sec.
17006(f)(2)(A)(ii); (130 Stat. 1334); jointly to
the Committees on Energy and Commerce
and Ways and Means.

EC-6487. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health
and Human Services, transmitting the 2024
report to Congress on the activities of the
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innova-
tion, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 131ba(g); Aug. 14,
1935, ch. 531, title XI, Sec. 1115A(g) (as
amended by Public Law 111-148, Sec. 3021(a));
(124 Stat. 394); jointly to the Committees on
Energy and Commerce and Ways and Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. STEIL: Committee on House Adminis-
tration. H.R. 3196. A bill to provide for the
appointment of the Architect of the Capitol,
and for other purposes (Rept. 118-741, Pt. 1).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Ms. FOXX: Committee on Education and
the Workforce. H.R. 4507. A bill to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974 to promote transparency in health
coverage and reform pharmacy benefit man-
agement services with respect to group
health plans, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 118-742, Pt. 1). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington: Committee
on Energy and Commerce. H.R. 2666. A bill to
amend title XIX of the Social Security Act
to codify value-based purchasing arrange-
ments under the Medicaid program and re-
forms related to price reporting under such
arrangements, and for other purposes; with
an amendment (Rept. 118-743, Pt. 1). Referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 7513. A bill to prohibit
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
from finalizing a proposed rule regarding
minimum staffing for nursing facilities, and
to establish an advisory panel on the skilled
nursing facility workforce; with amend-
ments (Rept. 118-745, Pt. 1). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. LUCAS: Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology. H.R. 7687. A bill to amend
title 51, United States Code, to authorize the
transfer to NASA of funds from other agen-
cies for scientific or engineering research or
education, and for other purposes (Rept. 118-
746, Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 4377. A bill to amend the
Military Lands Withdrawal Act of 1999 with
respect to extensions, additions, and revi-
sions to the Barry M. Goldwater Range in
Arizona (Rept. 118-747, Pt. 1). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 200. A bill to amend the For-
est and Rangeland Renewable Resources
Planning Act of 1974 and the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976 to pro-
vide that the Secretary of Agriculture and
the Secretary of the Interior are not re-
quired to reinitiate consultation on a land
management plan or land use plan under cer-
tain circumstances, and for other purposes;
with an amendment (Rept. 118-748, Pt 1). Re-
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ferred to the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 1380. A bill to require the
Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary
of the Interior to issue guidance on climbing
management in designated wilderness areas,
and for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 118-749, Pt. 1). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 5665. A bill to require a com-
prehensive assessment of certain Federal
trails, campsites, boat docks, and outdoor
recreation facilities to determine the acces-
sibility options for individuals with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 118-751, Pt. 1). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 6070. A bill to amend the
Military Lands Withdrawal Act of 1999 to
clarify the authority of Department of De-
fense to conduct certain military activities
at the Nevada test and training range, and
for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 118-752, Pt. 1). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.R. 8811. A bill to reauthorize
the America’s Conservation Enhancement
Act, and for other purposes; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 118-753, Pt. 1). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. MCHENRY: Committee on Financial
Services. H.R. 5535. A bill to prohibit the
Federal Insurance Office of the Department
of the Treasury and other financial regu-
lators from collecting data directly from an
insurance company; with an amendment
(Rept. 118-759, Pt. 1). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington: Committee
on Energy and Commerce. H.R. 133. A bill to
amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to clarify the use of the national coverage
determination process under the Medicare
program; with an amendment (Rept. 118-764,
Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. MCHENRY: Committee on Financial
Services. H.R. 3244. A bill to provide author-
ity to the Secretary of the Treasury to take
special measures against certain entities
outside of the United States of primary
money laundering concern in connection
with illicit fentanyl and narcotics financing,
and for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 118-783, Pt. 1). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural
Resources. H.J. Res. 96. A resolution to ap-
prove the 2023 Agreement to Amend the U.S.-
FSM Compact, and related agreements, be-
tween the Government of the United States
of America and the Government of the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, the 2023 Agree-
ment to Amend the U.S.-RMI Compact, and
certain related agreements between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands, and the 2023 U.S.-Palau Com-
pact Review Agreement between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Republic of Palau, to
appropriate funds to carry out the agree-
ments, and for other purposes (Rept. 118-785,
Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. MCHENRY: Committee on Financial
Services. H.R. 3556. A bill to amend the Fed-
eral financial laws to increase financial reg-
ulatory accountability and transparency,
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and for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 118-793, Pt. 1). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. MCHENRY: Committee on Financial
Services. H.R. 3378. A bill to amend the De-
fense Production Act of 1950 to include the
Secretary of Agriculture as a member of the
Committee on Foreign Investment in the
United States, and for other purposes; with
an amendment (Rept. 118-798, Pt. 1). Referred
to the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. MCHENRY: Committee on Financial
Services. H.R. 8302. A bill to establish a com-
mission to review the programs of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
and make recommendations for legislative
reforms, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 118-800, Pt. 1). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. MCHENRY: Committee on Financial
Services. H.R. 5409. A bill to amend the De-
fense Production Act of 1950 to require the
Committee on Foreign Investment in the
United States to determine whether a na-
tional security review is needed for report-
able agricultural land transactions referred
by the Secretary of Agriculture, and for
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept.
118-801, Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee: Committee on
Homeland Security. H.R. 4406. A bill to re-
quire reporting regarding accreditation of
basic training programs of the Department
of Homeland Security, and for other pur-
poses; (Rept. 118-821, Pt. 1). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Ms. FOXX: Committee on Education and
the Workforce. H.R. 9457. A bill to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974 to prohibit increased payments under
a group health plan or group health insur-
ance coverage for telehealth services fur-
nished by a provider located at a facility;
with an amendment (Rept. 118-876, Pt. 1). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union.

Mr. SMITH of Missouri: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 8261. A bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
tend certain flexibilities and payment ad-
justments under the Medicare program, and
for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 118-891, Pt. 1). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 1720.
A Dbill to modify permitting requirements
with respect to the discharge of any pollut-
ant from the Point Loma Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant in certain circumstances, and for
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept.
118-929). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 3316.
A bill to amend titles 46 and 49, United
States Code, to streamline the environ-
mental review process for major projects,
and for other purposes (Rept. 118-930). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 3356.
A Dbill to amend title 49, United States Code,
with respect to employment screening for
the motor carrier industry, and for other
purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 118-931).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 8616.
A Dbill to amend the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
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aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
to require the President to establish a dis-
aster deductible for each State to offset the
amount provided to such State in response
to a major disaster, and for other purposes
(Rept. 118-932). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 7070.
A bill to direct the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency to con-
duct a review of the criteria for evaluating
the cost-effectiveness of certain mitigation
projects, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 118-933). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 3988.
A Dbill to provide for congressional approval
of national emergency declarations; with an
amendment (Rept. 118-934, Pt. 1). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 8505.
A Dbill to amend title 49, United States Code,
to expand the authority of the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration to assess penalties for viola-
tions of laws and regulations relating to the
shipping of household goods, and for other
purposes; with amendments (Rept. 118-935).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 2367.
A Dbill to amend title 23, United States Code,
to establish a competitive grant program for
projects for commercial motor vehicle park-
ing, and for other purposes; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 118-936). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri: Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 2948.
A bill to amend title 23, United States Code,
with respect to the operation of certain spe-
cialized hauling vehicles on the Interstate
System, and for other purposes (Rept. 118-
937). Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. BOST: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. H.R. 1753. A bill to ensure that certain
members of the Armed Forces who served in
female cultural support teams receive proper
credit for such service; with an amendment
(Rept. 118-938, Pt. 1). Ordered to be printed.

Mr. COMER: Committee on Oversight and
Accountability. H.R. 4552. A bill to improve
the cybersecurity of the Federal Govern-
ment, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 118-939, Pt. 1). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. COMER: Committee on Oversight and
Accountability. H.R. 8784. A bill to require
each agency to evaluate the permitting sys-
tem of the agency, to consider whether a per-
mit by rule could replace that system, and
for other purposes; with amendments (Rept.
118-940). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Ways and Means dis-
charged from further consideration.
H.R. 133 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Agriculture discharged
from further consideration. H.R. 200 re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Agriculture discharged
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from further consideration. H.R. 1380
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Ways and Means dis-
charged from further consideration.
H.R. 2666 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure discharged from further
consideration. H.R. 3196 referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on the Judiciary discharged
from further consideration. H.R. 3244
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committees on Energy and Commerce
and Foreign Affairs discharged from
further consideration. H.R. 3378 re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability discharged from further consid-
eration. H.R. 3556 referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committees on Foreign Affairs and
Rules discharged from further consid-
eration. H.R. 3988 referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Armed Services dis-
charged from further consideration.
H.R. 4377 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on the Judiciary discharged
from further consideration. H.R. 4406
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committees on Energy and Commerce
and Ways and Means discharged from
further consideration. H.R. 4507 re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committees on Science, Space, and
Technology, Homeland Security, and
Armed Services discharged from fur-
ther consideration. H.R. 4552 referred
to the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committees on Foreign Affairs and En-
ergy and Commerce discharged from
further consideration. H.R. 5409 re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Agriculture discharged
from further consideration. H.R. 5535
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Agriculture discharged
from further consideration. H.R. 5665
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.
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Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Armed Services dis-
charged from further consideration.
H.R. 6070 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Energy and Commerce
discharged from further consideration.
H.R. 7513 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Appropriations dis-
charged from further consideration.
H.R. 7687 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Energy and Commerce
discharged from further consideration.
H.R. 8261 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Rules discharged from
further consideration. H.R. 8302 re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committees on Transportation and In-
frastructure, Agriculture, and Energy
and Commerce discharged from further
consideration. H.R. 8811 referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committee on Energy and Commerce
discharged from further consideration.
H.R. 9457 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs, Over-
sight and Accountability, Agriculture,
and Ways and Means discharged from
further consideration. H.J. Res. 96 re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Ms. CAS-
TOR of Florida, and Mr. BACON):

H.R. 10512. A bill to extend the RAISE
Family Caregivers Act; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. CURTIS (for himself and Mr.
LEVIN):

H.R. 10513. A bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to co-locate renewable
energy projects on certain existing Federal
leased areas, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
(for himself, Mr. ALFORD, Mr.
LAMALFA, Mr. BACON, Mr. AUSTIN
ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr.
ROUZER, Mr. KELLY of Mississippi,
Mr. FINSTAD, Mr. VAN ORDEN, and Mr.
BAIRD):

H.R. 10514. A bill to provide additional as-
sistance to certain agricultural producers,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture, and in addition to the Com-
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mittee on Education and the Workforce, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.
By Mr. COLE (for himself and Mr.
EDWARDS):

H.R. 10515. A bill making further con-
tinuing appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2025, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Appropriations,
and in addition to the Committee on the
Budget, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. ARRINGTON (for himself, Ms.
VAN DUYNE, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr.
FEENSTRA, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska,
Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. ESTES, Mr. FINSTAD,
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas, Ms. TENNEY,
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. RoOY, and Mr.
BABIN):

H.R. 10516. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the credit for
new clean vehicles, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BEAN of Florida:

H.R. 10517. A bill to require the head of
each Executive agency to relocate 30 percent
of the employees assigned to the head-
quarters of the Executive agency to duty
stations outside the Washington metropoli-
tan area, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability.

By Mrs. BEATTY (for herself, Ms.
BROWN, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. LEE of

Pennsylvania, Mr. LYNCH, Mrs.
MCIVER, Mr. SWALWELL, and Ms. NOR-
TON):

H.R. 10518. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to pro-
vide grants to local educational agencies to
encourage girls and underrepresented mi-
norities to pursue studies and careers in
STEM fields; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

By Mr. BURLISON:

H.R. 10519. A bill to strengthen the reli-
ability of the United States’ power grids by
preventing the premature retirement of es-
sential electric generating units by the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. CARDENAS:

H.R. 10520. A bill to amend the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 to reauthorize the Clean
School Bus program, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. CONNOLLY:

H.R. 10521. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a credit
against income tax for qualified conserva-
tion contributions which include National
Scenic Trails; to the Committee on Ways and
Means, and in addition to the Committee on
Natural Resources, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. CONNOLLY:

H.R. 10522. A bill to establish an inter-
agency task force to increase vital docu-
ments access for unaccompanied homeless
youth; to the Committee on Ways and
Means, and in addition to the Committee on
Financial Services, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. CURTIS:

H.R. 10523. A bill to establish and carry out

a Federal Wildfire Relief Fund; to the Com-
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mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, and in addition to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the

committee concerned.
By Mr. D’ESPOSITO (for himself and

Mr. LALOTA):

H.R. 10524. A bill to amend the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act of 2002 to prohibit the use of
Federal funds for the administration of elec-
tions for Federal, State, or local office in
States which do not have in effect laws to
permit units of local government to hold
elections for local office in odd-numbered
years, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 10525. A bill to facilitate efficient in-
vestments and financing of infrastructure
projects and new job creation through the es-
tablishment of a National Infrastructure De-
velopment Bank, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committees on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and Financial
Services, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself and Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY):

H.R. 10526. A bill to amend the Social Secu-
rity Act to establish a Medicare for America
health program to provide for comprehensive
health coverage for all Americans; to the
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Energy and Com-
merce, the Judiciary, Natural Resources,
Education and the Workforce, and House Ad-
ministration, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mrs. DINGELL (for herself and Mr.
LAWLER):

H.R. 10527. A bill to direct the National
Park Service to pursue options for the provi-
sion of mineral-based, broad-spectrum sun-
screen or other protective methods at low or
no cost in national parks; to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

By Ms. HAGEMAN:

H.R. 10528. A bill to exempt Federal actions
related to energy and mineral activities on
certain Federal lands from the requirements
of the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana:

H.R. 10529. A bill to provide for the reform
and continuation of agricultural and other
programs of the Department of Agriculture
through fiscal year 2029, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. KHANNA (for himself, Ms. WIL-
SON of Florida, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Ms. TLAIB, and Mr. JACKSON
of Illinois):

H.R. 10530. A bill to amend the Federal Re-
serve Act to modify the goals of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, to
eliminate class A and B directors from the
board of directors of each Federal reserve
bank, and to establish certain reporting re-
quirements for the Board of Governors, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

By Mr. KHANNA:

H.R. 10531. A bill to prohibit the expor-
tation of gasoline during periods of high gas-
oline prices; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.
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By Mr. KHANNA:

H.R. 10532. A Dbill to amend the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 to prohibit a
candidate for election to the office or Rep-
resentative in Congress or Senator from ac-
cepting contributions from any political
committee other than an authorized com-
mittee of the candidate and from estab-
lishing a leadership PAC; to the Committee
on House Administration.

By Mr. KILMER (for himself, Ms. SALI-
NAS, and Mr. GUEST):

H.R. 10533. A bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to administratively
transfer covered parcels of National Forest
System land to the Secretary of the Interior
to be held in trust for the benefit of Indian
Tribes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, and in addition to the Committee on
Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania (for her-
self, Mr. CARSON, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, and Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia):

H.R. 10534. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require institutions of
higher education, as a condition of partici-
pating in programs under title IV of such
Act, to annually conduct a survey to meas-
ure student experiences with discrimination
at such institutions, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 10535. A bill to provide grants to State
and local governments that enact right to
counsel legislation for low-income tenants
facing eviction, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MCGARVEY (for himself and
Mr. LEVIN):

H.R. 10536. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to establish a mission of the
Veterans Health Administration to innovate,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. MCGOVERN:

H.R. 10537. A bill to support and promote
the human rights of Southern Mongolians in
the People’s Republic of China, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, and in addition to the Committees on
the Judiciary, Financial Services, and House
Administration, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. NADLER (for himself and Mr.
CORREA):

H.R. 10538. A bill to amend title 11, United
States Code, to improve protections for em-
ployees and retirees in business bank-
ruptcies; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. RAMIREZ:

H.R. 10539. A bill to amend section 222 of
the Immigration and Nationality Act to pro-
hibit the rejection of immigrant and non-
immigrant applications for omissions in cer-
tain fields not required; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Ms. SCANLON (for herself, Ms.
JAYAPAL, Ms. VELAZQUEz, and Mr.
ESPAILLAT):

H.R. 10540. A bill to prohibit data brokers
from selling and transferring certain sen-
sitive data; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. SWALWELL:

H.R. 10541. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to limit the deferral of
gain for officers of the executive branch of
the Federal Government in the case of the
sale of property to comply with conflict-of-
interest requirements; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.
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By Ms. WATERS:

H.R. 10542. A bill to amend the Federal De-
posit Insurance Act and the Federal Credit
Union Act to authorize a temporary trans-
action account guarantee program, expand
deposit and share insurance to cover busi-
ness payment accounts, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Mr. BURLISON:

H.J. Res. 229. A joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States related to the public debt; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ROSENDALE:

H.J. Res. 230. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment related to the Record of Decision and
Approved Resource Management Plan
Amendment for the Miles City Field Office,
Montana; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. AMO (for himself and Mrs. KiMm
of California):

H. Res. 1622. A resolution emphasizing the
importance and power of distributed ledger
technologies (DLT) to support democratic
governance, human rights, internet freedom,
and transparency; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

By Mr. WENSTRUP:

H. Res. 1623. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
the rate of chronic absenteeism in American
schools must urgently be reduced, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

By Mr. WENSTRUP:

H. Res. 1624. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee, as
an entity of the United States Postal Serv-
ice, should issue a series of forever postage
stamps to honor the sacrifices of
servicemembers who have been designated
prisoner, missing, or unaccounted for, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia (for her-
self, Mr. MOORE of Utah, Mr. NEAL,
Mr. CISCOMANI, Mr. BISHOP of Geor-
gia, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CARTER of Lou-
isiana, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK,
Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. STANTON, Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. TITUS,
Mr. VEASEY, and Ms. SCHOLTEN):

H. Res. 1625. A resolution supporting the
recognition of “World Basketball Day’’, cele-
brated globally on December 21 each year,
and honoring the contributions of basketball
to global unity, international sports diplo-
macy, and the transformative impact of the
sport on communities across the world; to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of Rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the U.S. Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Ms. BONAMICI:

H.R. 10512.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the United States
Constitution
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The single subject of this legislation is:
Family caregivers
By Mr. CURTIS:

H.R. 10513.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2

The single subject of this legislation is:

Management of federal lands.

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 10514.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

the power to provide for the general Wel-
fare of the United States under Article 1,
Section 8, Clause 1 which includes the power
to promote the economic viability of Rural
America.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Economic aid for farmers, ranchers and
dairy producers

By Mr. COLE:

H.R. 10515.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The principal constitutional authority for
this legislation is clause 7 of section 9 of ar-
ticle I of the Constitution of the United
States (the appropriation power), which
states: “No Money shall be drawn from the
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropria-
tions made by Law . . .”” In addition, clause
1 of section 8 of article I of the Constitution
(the spending power) provides: ‘“‘The Con-
gress shall have the Power . .. to pay the
Debts and provide for the common Defence
and general Welfare of the United
States. . . .”” Together, these specific con-
stitutional provisions establish the congres-
sional power of the purse, granting Congress
the authority to appropriate funds, to deter-
mine their purpose, amount, and period of
availability, and to set forth terms and con-
ditions governing their use.

The single subject of this legislation is:

The subject of the bill is the making of
continuing appropriations and disaster relief
supplemental appropriations for fiscal year
2025.

By Mr. ARRINGTON:

H.R. 10516.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill repeals tax credits related to pur-
chasing and charging electric vehicles.

By Mr. BEAN of Florida:

H.R. 10517.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 Clause 18, the Necessary
and Proper Clause

[The Congress shall have Power .. .] To
make all Laws which shall be necessary and
proper for parrying into Execution the fore-
going Powers, and all Other Powers vested
by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require the head of each Executive-
agency to relocate 30 percent of the employ-
ees assigned to the headquarters of the Exec-
utive agency to duty stations outside the
Washington metropolitan area, and for other
purposes.

By Mrs. BEATTY:

H.R. 10518.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 1 (Taxing and
Spending Clause)

The single subject of this legislation is:

Appropriations

By Mr. BURLISON:

H.R. 10519.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill protects the electric grid from en-
ergy Kkilling regulations promulgated from
the Environmental Protection Agency.

By Mr. CARDENAS:

H.R. 10520.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 1.

All legislative powers herein granted shall
be vested in a Congress of the United States,
which shall consist of a Senate and House of
Representatives.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Clean School Bus Program.

By Mr. CONNOLLY:

H.R. 10521.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to allow a credit against income tax for
qualified conservation contributions which
include National Scenic Trails.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill aims to modify the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 by introducing a tax credit
for National Scenic Trails conservartion
contributions.

By Mr. CONNOLLY:

H.R. 10522.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To establish an interagency task force to
increase vital documents access for unac-
companied homeless youth.

By Mr. CURTIS:

H.R. 10523.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

The President, through the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA), shall be
required to declare a wildfire as a cata-
strophic wildfire for relief to be available
under this Act.

By Mr. D’ESPOSITO:

H.R. 10524.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Sectle 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Help America Vote Act of
2002 to prohibit the use of Federal funds for
the administration of elections for Federal,
State, or local office in States which do not
have in effect laws to permit units of local
government to hold elections for local office
in odd-numbered years, and for other pur-
poses.

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 10525.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

infrastructure

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 10526.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill establishes several health insur-
ance programs and otherwise modifies cer-
tain requirements relating to health care
coverage, costs, and services.

By Mrs. DINGELL:

H.R. 10527.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To direct the National Park Service to
pursue options for the provision of mineral-
based, broad-spectrum sunscreen or other
protective methods at low or not cost in na-
tional parks.

By Ms. HAGEMAN:

H.R. 10528.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Atricle I Section VIII

The single subject of this legislation is:

Exempts Federal actions related to energy
and mineral activities on certain Federal
lands from the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana:

H.R. 10529.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitu-
tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or any Department or Officer there-
of”’

The single subject of this legislation is:

To provide for the reform and continuation
of agricultural and other programs of the De-
partment of Agriculture through fiscal year
2029, and for other purposes.

By Mr. KHANNA:

H.R. 10530.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution
gives Congress the power to make laws that
are necessary and proper to carry out its
enumerated powers.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Employment

By Mr. KHANNA:

H.R. 10531.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 1, Article 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit the exportation of gasoline
during periods of high gasoline prices.

By Mr. KHANNA:

H.R. 10532.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Finance

By Mr. KILMER:

H.R. 10533.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

forestry policy

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 10534.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Art. I, Sec. 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To promote more diverse and inclusive col-
lege campuses by establishing a college cam-
pus racial climate survey.

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 10535.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 18 allows Con-
gress to make all laws ‘‘which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into execu-
tion”’ any ‘‘other’’ powers vested by the Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States.
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The single subject of this legislation is:
Housing and Community Development
By Mr. MCGARVEY:

H.R. 10536.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Veterans

By Mr. MCGOVERN:

H.R. 10537.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clauses 3 and 18.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To support and promote the human rights
of Southern Mongolians in the People’s Re-
public of China, and for other purposes.

By Mr. NADLER:

H.R. 10538.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Judiciary

By Mrs. RAMIREZ:

H.R. 10539.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This legislation would amend section 222 of
the Immigration and Nationality Act to pro-
hibit the rejection of immigrant and non-
immigrant applications for omissions in cer-
tain fields not required.

By Ms. SCANLON:

H.R. 10540.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit data brokers from selling and
transferring certain sensitive data.

By Mr. SWALWELL:

H.R. 10541.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, of the United States
Constitution, specifically Clause 18 (relating
to the power to make all laws necessary and
proper for carrying out the powers vested in
congress).

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill amends the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to limit the deferral of gain for
officers of the executive branch of the Fed-
eral Government in the case of the sale of
property to comply with conflict-of-interest
requirements.

By Ms. WATERS:

H.R. 105642.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution, which provides Congress with
the power to ‘‘regulate commerce with for-
eign nations, and among the several states,
and with the Indian tribes.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

The bill modernizes the deposit insurance
framework to better protect small business
payment accounts.

By Mr. BURLISON:

H.J. Res. 229.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

This joint resolution proposes an amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution related to the
public debt.

By Mr. ROSENDALE:

H.J. Res. 230.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article 1, Section 8
The single subject of this legislation is:
Natural Resources

————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 646: Mr. GUTHRIE.

H.R. 887: Mr. GUTHRIE.

H.R. 1378: Mr.
H.R. 1477: Mr.
H.R. 1645: Mr.
H.R. 1788: Mr.
H.R. 2604: Mr.
H.R. 2671: Ms.
H.R. 2761: Mr.
H.R. 2854: Mr.
H.R. 3074: Mr.
H.R.
H.R. 3409:
ESPAILLAT.

H.R. 3481: Mr.
H.R. 3520: Mr.
H.R. 3610: Mr.

JOYCE of Ohio.

JOYCE of Ohio.

PAPPAS.

NEGUSE.

COHEN.

HOYLE of Oregon.
PAPPAS.

CROW.

THOMPSON of California.

3220: Mrs. RAMIREZ.

Ms. HOULAHAN and Mr.
COSTA.
JOYCE of Ohio.

SMITH of Washington and Mr.

GARCIA of Illinois.

H.R. 3644: Mr.
H.R. 3718: Mr.
H.R. 4074:
VELAZQUEZ.

H.R. 4263: Mr.
H.R. 4303: Mr.
H.R. 4721: Mr.
H.R. 4896: Mr.
H.R. 5147: Mr.

H.R. 5353: Mr.

MCCORMICK.
H.R. 5413: Mr.

GUTHRIE.
STANTON.

Mr. THANEDAR and Ms.
LANDSMAN.

MCGARVEY.

JOYCE of Ohio.

PAPPAS.

NEGUSE.

CORREA and Mrs. CHERFILUS-

PAPPAS.

H.R. 5864: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 5940: Ms. CASTOR of Florida.

H.R. 5970: Ms. PINGREE, Mr. MOLINARO, Ms.
TOKUDA, Ms. McCoLLUM, and Ms. TLAIB.

H.R. 6053: Mr. DOGGETT.

H.R. 6145: Ms. SCANLON, Ms. GARCIA of
Texas, Ms. NORTON, and Mr. LANDSMAN.

H.R. 6159: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 6163: Mr. FROST.

H.R. 6199: Mr. COURTNEY.

H.R. 6337: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 6373: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 6430: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 6445: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 6455: Mr. LIEU.

H.R. 6772: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 6805: Ms. CASTOR of Florida.

H.R. 6815: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 6961: Ms. TLAIB.

H.R. 7025: Mr. CROW.

H.R. 7055: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 7091: Mr. JOYCE of Ohio.

H.R. 7127: Mr. VASQUEZ.

H.R. 7136: Mr. JOYCE of Ohio.

H.R. 7472: Mr. GUTHRIE.

H.R. 7504: Mr. JOYCE of Ohio.

H.R. 7517: Ms. BONAMICI.

H.R. 7840: Mr. TRONE.

H.R. 7999: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 8061: Mr. FROST and Mr. BILIRAKIS.

H.R. 8202: Mr. VAN DREW.

H.R. 8260: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 8312: Mr. JOYCE of Ohio.

H.R. 8331: Mr. THANEDAR and Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 8358: Mr. CASE.

H.R. 8370: Mr. CONNOLLY.

H.R. 8405: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 8419: Mr. LARSEN of Washington.

H.R. 8565: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 8673: Ms. BoNAMICI, Mr. AMO, Mr. Fos-
TER, Mr. BEYER, and Ms. JACOBS.
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: Ms

: Mr.
: Ms.
: Mr.
: Mr.
: Mr.
: Ms.
. LEE of Pennsylvania.
: Ms.
: Mr.
: Mr.
: Mr.
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GREEN of Texas.

DAVIDS of Kansas.
THOMPSON of California.
VAN DREW.

JOYCE of Ohio.

LEE of Florida.

OMAR.

JOYCE of Ohio.
JOYCE of Ohio.
NEGUSE.

: Ms.
: Ms.
: Ms.

DEAN of Pennsylvania.
TENNEY.

CASTOR of Florida.

: Ms. BARRAGAN.

: Ms. OMAR.

. 9734: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Ms. PIN-

. 9912: Ms. DELBENE.
. 9950: Mr. GROTHMAN.
. 9982: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 10055: Mr. IVEY.

H.R. 10134: Mr. WEBER of Texas and Mr.
NEHLS.
. 10137:
. 10189:
. 10230:
. 10427:
. 10462:
. 10476: Mr.
. 10505: Ms.
10507:
GARAMENDI.

H.J. Res. 33: Mr. JOYCE of Ohio.

H. Res. 376: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

H. Res. 1022: Mr. GUTHRIE.

H. Res. 1499: Mr. LARSEN of Washington.

H. Res. 1618: Mr. FROST and Mrs. RAMIREZ.

Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

NORTON.

GREEN of Texas.
FROST.
WOMACK.
WEBER of Texas.
SESSIONS.
NORTON.

Ms. DELBENE and Mr.
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The Senate met at 10, on the expira-
tion of the recess, and was called to
order by the President pro tempore
(Mrs. MURRAY).

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. Lisa Wink
Schultz, offered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Most merciful God, help us to re-
member that the Earth is Yours. You
established it, and You will sustain it.
Thank You that one day You will make
a new Heaven and a new Earth. We
long for a day when our broken bodies
will be healed and our souls at rest.

Today, give our Senators clean hands
and pure hearts to do Your will. May
they be men and women who seek after
You. As they come together to make
decisions on funding the government,
may they have Your wisdom to do what
is best for the people they serve.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT
OF 2023—MOTION TO PROCEED—
Continued

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will report the unfinished busi-
ness.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 693, H.R.
82, a bill to amend title II of the Social Secu-

Senate

rity Act to repeal the Government pension
offset and windfall elimination provisions.
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The majority leader is rec-
ognized.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
this morning, thanks to Republicans,
we are less than 48 hours away from a
Christmas shutdown. Unfortunately, it
seems Republicans are in shambles
over in the House. But as they try to
piece things together, they should re-
member one thing: The only way to get
things done is through bipartisanship—
the only way.

Let me repeat: The only way to get
things done is through bipartisanship.

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT AT ARMS GENERAL

KAREN GIBSON

Now, on the Sergeant at Arms, today,
it fills me with immense gratitude to
pay tribute and say thank you to the
Senate Sergeant at Arms, General
Karen Gibson, sitting right here.

None of us, no matter what we do,
could get through the day without the
individual responsible for maintaining
order, enforcing security, and keeping
everyone in the Senate safe. That is
what the Sergeant at Arms does.

General Gibson took on this role in
March of 2021, in the painful aftermath
of the January 6 insurrection. By no
means did she need to take this job. It
was the Senate that needed her. We
needed her three decades of leadership
as an Army intelligence officer. We
needed her steady hand and ability to
change how organizations function.
And, to this day, I thank God she an-
swered my phone call.

General Gibson helped us get through
those difficult months after January 6.
She was a breath of fresh air, a boost in
morale, a jolt of much needed con-
fidence. She transformed how the Ser-
geant at Arms operates for the better.

Under General Gibson’s watch, her
team revitalized how the Senate ap-
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proaches security and safety, from top
to bottom. She increased how we share
intelligence, communications, and
planning with the rest of the Federal
Government and State and local part-
ners. She transformed the way the Sen-
ate handles moments of crisis. There is
now a single Senate Operations Center
that stands watch at all times and
alerts us to potential threats or disrup-
tions in realtime.

She was a godsend for other Senate
staff across the Capitol Complex, intro-
ducing new emergency preparedness
applications, new trainings, and new
protocols staff could adopt to keep
their offices safe and prepared.

Finally, she revolutionized how the
Senate approaches cyber security, con-
ducting the most comprehensive cyber
security assessment ever. And every
step of the way, she had a first-rate
team by her side to help execute her vi-
sion.

And one other thing—a bit intan-
gible—the morale of our Capitol Police
Force has dramatically improved after
the horrible day of January 6, and
much of that goes to what General Gib-
son did. She made them feel needed and
confident and loved and well-trained
and prepared. And I can tell just from
speaking to so many Capitol Police of-
ficers how much they appreciate her
tenure and her candor.

So I am forever grateful to General
Gibson for her four terms as our Ser-
geant at Arms. The Senate today is far
more secure and far more prepared
than the day she entered the role. My
congratulations to her on a job well
done, and the Senate thanks her—all of
us, Democrat and Republican—for
many years of service.

TRIBUTE TO ANN BERRY

Madam President, on Ann Berry, I
also want to say thank you to our won-
derful Secretary of the Senate, Ann
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Berry. Of the many talented and excep-
tional Senate officers I had the privi-
lege of nominating as majority leader,
Ann is one of the very best.

The job of Secretary of the Senate is
one of the utmost important and indis-
pensable jobs here in the Senate. In
fact, just days after the Senate
achieved its first quorum in 1789, one of
its top priorities was to elect the very
first Secretary of the Senate. Back
then, the Senate’s responsibilities were
merely a fraction of what they are
today. There is virtually nothing that
happens in the Senate these days—leg-
islatively, financially, administra-
tively—that doesn’t cross the Sec-
retary’s desk. So to hold such an ex-
traordinary position that brings life to
the Senate, you need an extraordinary
human being who brings life to the job.

Where is she? She is probably just so
busy doing her job; she is not here.

But, anyway, that is Ann Berry, to a
tee.

From the moment Ann was sworn in,
she has carried out her responsibilities
as Secretary with unparalleled excel-
lence and supreme professionalism.
And she did it while making history as
the first ever Black woman to serve as
Secretary of the Senate.

Of course, Ann’s success as Secretary
came as little surprise to anyone who
knows her background. She is a vet-
eran of some of the most revered Sen-
ators to pass through this Chamber,
the likes of Senators Leahy, Edwards,
CARPER, Jones, and my mentor Senator
Moynihan.

For the last nearly 4 years, Ann has
been one of the most invaluable mem-
bers of the entire Senate operation.
She made our days easier, our oper-
ations smoother, and made the Senate
work better for the American people.
And that is perhaps the highest testa-
ment to a public servant.

So, Ann, on behalf of a grateful Sen-
ate, a grateful Democratic caucus, and
a grateful majority leader, we say con-
gratulations. Thank you. Job well
done.

TRIBUTE TO DAN YOKEN

Madam President, now to
Yoken, whom I will so dearly miss.

Is he here somewhere? Where is Dan?

Dan Yoken.

Socrates said:

The only good is knowledge and the only
evil is ignorance.

If that is true—and I think Socrates
was onto something—then this is going
to be a particularly difficult good-bye
for me to get through, because, today,
it fills me with immense gratitude but
also deep sadness to bid farewell and
thank you to one of the most knowl-
edgeable and trusted members of my
team, Dan Yoken.

Officially, Dan has served as my Di-
rector of Rapid Response the entire
time I have served in leadership, but in
truth, he is far more than that. He is,
in a word, the brain—the knowledge
base—of our messaging and research
operation. He is the truthkeeper, the
facts sleuth, the go-to person when our

Dan

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

team needs something figured out right
away.

But what sets Dan apart is that he
also sees the big picture. He is not just
looking at the little details. Anyone
who excels at these things, by neces-
sity, must possess a love of details—
and Dan certainly does—but what
makes him so effective is how fluidly,
how effortlessly, how naturally he con-
nects the details to the main thrust of
what our team tries to do every day
and to the larger picture of where we
are headed as a caucus and as a coun-
try.

Dan is also a craftsman. There is no
speech, no press release, no tweet, no
video that doesn’t pass through his
careful touch.

A native of Nevada, Dan came to the
Senate and earned his stripes as a
young press assistant for the former
leader, Harry Reid, whom we miss
every day. Every single day, it was
Dan’s job to wake up early, read all of
the news, and then brief Senator Reid
personally on what was going on that
day. If Senator Reid had a question, it
was Dan’s job to answer. If it was a spe-
cific detail he wanted, it was Dan’s job
to remember it.

For most people right out of school,
that would pretty much be a baptism
by fire, but for Dan, it was early con-
firmation that he belonged here in the
Senate. In no time, he became Leader
Reid’s deputy communications director
and then joined my team as the re-
search director of the DPCC. And when
I became leader, there was never a mo-
ment of doubt that I wanted Dan to
come with me.

Running our messaging operation is
not easy. It is a round-the-clock, 7-day-
a-week commitment. I call him at all
hours to ask him about this or that. It
is stressful, ever-changing, thankless—
and on top of that, they have to deal
with me. It is not so easy sometimes,
but every day, my team succeeds, and
I succeed because Dan has always been
there as a steady and stabilizing force.
His knowledge of the Senate—its his-
tory, its Members, its operation—gives
our work shape and form. All of this is
possible because, deep down, Dan loves
this institution and loves this great de-
mocracy.

Of course, anyone who knows Dan un-
derstands he loves many other good
things as well. Just ask him, for exam-
ple, about the Las Vegas Golden
Knights and that time they came to
the White House to celebrate their
championship or ask him about the
last Roots concert he went to or ask
him about poker night or about the
next time he is planning to organize a
“Schumerland” outing to Audi Field.
Ask him, certainly, about his wonder-
ful family—about his beautiful, red-
headed 2-year-old; his wife and his
partner for so many years as well; and
then ask him about their dog Daisy,
who is a regular here in the Senate
every Friday.

Ask him about any of these things,
and you will see Dan for who he is—
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someone who leads a rich life, someone
who has a gifted mind, and someone
who is loyal, kind, and thoughtful to
all those he comes across. Having him
on my team for so long has been a
blessing to our office, to the Senate, to
the country.

So, Dan, wherever you are—he is
probably working as well—thank you,
thank you, thank you. You know how
much we will miss you. You know how
much we love you. You know how
much you will always be part of our
Schumer family, and we can’t wait to
see what the future holds in store for
you.

I yield the floor to the Republican
leader.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized.

TRIBUTE TO SHARON SODERSTROM

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
for months now, I have been calling the
Senate’s attention to the extraor-
dinary people who have served me, this
institution, and our Nation so well and
for so long in the Republican leader’s
office.

Today, I have reached the end of the
list. My one remaining task is to pre-
pare our colleagues for a Senate with-
out Sharon Soderstrom.

To tell the story of my chief of staff,
you might start in 2010 when she as-
sumed that title or in 2007 when she
joined my team or, perhaps, back in
1999 when she set up in the Republican
leader’s suite for the first time. But if
you want to make sense of the person
I have been so fortunate to have at my
right hand—the friend and counselor I
have trusted so deeply for so long—it is
worth starting at the beginning with
the people who have made Sharon
Soderstrom who she is.

Sharon grew up in Stony Brook, NY,
on the campus of the Christian school
where her father was a teacher and
headmaster. In the house on campus,
where Karl and Jean Soderstrom raised
Sharon, along with her brother Mark
and her sister Cheryl, faith and learn-
ing were unshakable cornerstones.
Quite literally, the windows of
Sharon’s bedroom looked out on one
side to the chapel and on the other side
to the classrooms. When you hear
about Sharon’s upbringing for the first
time, everything you know about her
starts to make even more sense.

My seniormost adviser is a woman of
integrity and a teacher who leads by
example. And rather than reinvent the
wheel, I think the best way to sum up
her distinguished service is through
some of the lessons that her favorite
teacher—her dad—taught in the same
way.

Lesson No. 1: Do meaningful work for
a long time among peers who become
lifelong friends.

A long time ago—I won’t tell quite
how long—Sharon began her meaning-
ful work here in the Senate. As a jun-
ior legislative aide to a freshman Sen-
ator, the prospect of devoting her life
to this institution might not yet have
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crossed her mind, but the Senate was
beginning to reel her in and work its
will all the same.

Sharon likely wouldn’t have allowed
herself to have imagined that, some-
day, the Senate’s sharpest minds would
bring their weightiest questions to her
or that, eventually, an entire institu-
tion would come to lean on her volumi-
nous legislative knowledge, her plumb-
and-true political analysis, and her
wise personal counsel. And if she had,
her deep humility wouldn’t have let it
show.

Instead, perhaps the sharpest and
most singularly capable staff leader
the Senate has ever seen chose to in-
vest her time and talents in building
teams, in mentoring colleagues, and in
making a series of the highest profile
principals look a lot smarter than we
have deserved. She has spent her time
in public service notching accomplish-
ments of the greatest consequence on
the most visible stage, all while nimbly
deflecting the praise.

But what Sharon hasn’t been able to
dodge is the admiration of legions of
colleagues, past and present, who count
standing in the trenches with her
among the greatest honors of their ca-
reers. It is no mystery why Sharon’s
calendar fills so quickly with invita-
tions to celebrate weddings and birth-
days, and it is no surprise how readily
she clears her schedule to be with
friends and colleagues in moments of
grief. Our friend—our chief—has done
meaningful work for its own sake, but
she has got the admirers to prove it.

I will turn now to the second lesson
from Mr. Soderstrom: Decide to live as
a servant, and take every moment as
an opportunity to practice.

Public service—it is there right in
the name; yet the brand of gracious
and selfless leadership that has become
Sharon’s calling card and the thought-
ful courtesy which comes naturally to
her, these are exceedingly rare.

I was reminded recently of an occa-
sion years ago—at about this time in
December—when one of the juniormost
members of our front office team
brought a familiar concern to Sharon.
The cheapest flight she could find to
get home for the holidays was non-
refundable, and it was looking more
and more like the Senate might have
to spend Christmas at work. What
should she do?

Sharon didn’t hesitate. She told this
young lady to keep her flight, to get
home safely, and the team would make
do. In fact, the team did make do, and
Sharon was the first to volunteer to
cover her shift at the front desk.

I am certain that no one who knows
her would be surprised to hear this—
certainly not any of us who have
watched Sharon summon the
strength—even when her enormous pro-
fessional responsibilities have weighed
heaviest—to be a loyal sister, a loving
aunt to her nephew Karl, and a devoted
caregiver to both of her parents in
their final years.
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May the RECORD reflect that the Sen-
ate’s most influential staff leader
chooses every day to live as a servant.

The third lesson is to laugh often
and, as I am sure Sharon’s dad would
add, not just when there is cause to be
joyful.

That means laughing even when you
don’t get the reference, as Sharon does
good-naturedly when her colleagues
use sporting analogies around the of-
fice. Of course, it helps that, almost in-
variably, such references are meant as
compliments. It is like when they com-
pare her legislative and procedural
chops to Willie Mays’ dual threat of
speed and power or when a wise former
colleague likened staffing the Repub-
lican leader’s office around Sharon to
building a starting lineup around a
franchise player.

But in a job as strenuous and de-
manding as Sharon’s, laughing often
means finding levity in even the most
confounding circumstances—for exam-
ple: the time she and a colleague were
leaving the White House after a com-
pletely fruitless negotiation in the
middle of a government shutdown. As I
understand it, after walking out the
wrong exit, they heard a guard with a
machine gun yelling: ‘“Stop!” Without
missing a beat, my top adviser turned
to her colleague and remarked: If we
just keep walking, this can all be over.

(Laughter.)

Fortunately for me and for the entire
country, even in the bleakest of stale-
mates, Sharon was just joking. Heeding
these lessons isn’t some simple, sure-
fire formula for producing a prolific
public servant in the mold of Sharon.
Devotion to meaningful work is always
good advice. And, yes, if more people
practiced servant leadership and
learned to laugh more, the world would
be a much better place.

But let’s be absolutely clear: Sharon
Soderstrom is one of one. The combina-
tion of unflappable calm, unassailable
integrity, unwavering conviction, and
unshakable devotion that resides in my
chief of staff is greater than the sum of
its parts.

One of Sharon’s former colleagues on
that staff once described her office as
an emergency room, where colleagues
would wheel in stretchers heaped with
big, thorny problems and a head doctor
with nerves of absolute steel would
begin to set things right.

Invariably, Sharon’s steady de-
meanor inspired confidence in others.
Her resolve bolstered morale, and from
the most niche institutional matters to
the heaviest questions of national pol-
icy, her wutter and complete com-
petence carried the day.

Now, I will admit I wasn’t the first
Member of the body to recognize
Sharon’s talents—not even the first
Republican leader—but claiming dibs
on Sharon and managing to keep her
for so long have been among my proud-
est accomplishments.

Come January, the Senate will con-
vene again. The 119th Congress will
bring us a new slate of weighty busi-
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ness, new moments of minor crisis, and
new opportunities to better serve the
Nation that we all love. But in the
most trying moments and the most tri-
umphant ones, a great many of us will
feel like something is missing. We will
miss having Sharon—the 101st Sen-
ator—on the case and at our sides.

Sharon, you have served the Senate
with honor. You are the greatest at
what you do. You have modeled the les-
sons of the ones you look up to most,
and you have earned countless friends
who look up to you. The proudest tri-
umphs of my time in this office have
been your doing, and I am forever in
your debt.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that any Members
or staff in the Chamber at this time be
allowed to applaud for a period of up to
30 seconds.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(Applause.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER
LUJAN). The Republican whip.

TRIBUTE TO MITCH MCCONNELL

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the longest
serving party leader in Senate history:
Republican Leader MITCH MCCONNELL.

Over the course of a political career
that began with a hard-fought race for
student council president in his junior
year of high school—a race, I might
add, that he won with what would be-
come his signature blend of hard work,
intelligence, and determination—Mitch
has built a legacy that will long, long
outlast his time here in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

The day he became the longest serv-
ing party leader in Senate history,
Leader McCONNELL delivered a speech
discussing past Senate party leaders
and their characteristics, from the
mastery of relationships demonstrated
by Lyndon Johnson to the ‘‘tackle
football” of Joseph Taylor Robinson. It
got me thinking about some of the
things that have characterized MITCH’S
tenure, and there are three of them
that stand out to me, in particular.

First, there is MITCH’S peerless
knowledge of Senate procedure. I sus-
pect few who have served in this body
have developed the kind of knowledge
that MITCH possesses of the most ar-
cane details—and they are arcane—of
Senate rules. But MITCH recognized
early on that knowledge of Senate pro-
cedure could play a big part in success
as a Senator, and he was right. And so,
with his signature determination, he
set out to acquire it and became an un-
disputed master.

Second, to that wealth of knowledge,
he has added a fierce commitment to
the Senate as an institution, a commit-
ment I hope to emulate when I take
the reins as majority leader next year.

There are a lot of people out there
these days who would like to see the
Senate turn into a copy of the House of
Representatives, but that is not what

(Mr.



S7190

our Founders envisioned or what our
country needs, and MITCH has served
our entire country by fighting to en-
sure that the Senate maintains its in-
stitutional character.

Finally, perhaps the aspect of
MITCH’s tenure that stands out to me
the most is the work that he has done
to protect the rule of law by filling the
judiciary with judges and Justices who
understand what the role of a judge is:
to interpret the law and not make it;
to call balls and strikes, not rewrite
the rules of the game.

During his time as majority leader,
MITCH oversaw the confirmation of 234
men and women to the Federal bench—
3 of them as Supreme Court Justices.
And the effects of that will be felt for
a long time to come in decisions up and
down the judiciary that respect the law
and the Constitution. That is no small
legacy.

And MITCH can step down from his
post knowing that no one has done
more to preserve our legal system and
the essential role that it plays in our
Republic.

MITCH, it has been a great honor to
serve with you. And I am grateful that,
while you are stepping down from your
role as leader, you will still be here in
the Senate, bringing your mastery of
Senate procedure to leadership of the
Senate Rules Committee. Hopefully—
hopefully—you won’t mind a few
knocks on your door for advice.

Thank you for your long and faithful
service to our party, to the Senate, and
to our country. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with you in the years
ahead.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 935

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, last
week, Joe Biden commuted the sen-
tences of nearly 1,500 convicted crimi-
nals, including drug dealers, fraudsters,
and corrupt public officials. These are
not sympathetic figures. These are in-
dividuals who stole from the poor and
poisoned the sick. They tore families
apart and menaced communities. They
were sent to jail. They belong in jail.

With this action, Joe Biden didn’t
just reward 1,600 criminals; he robbed
hundreds of thousands of victims of the
closure and justice they deserve. The
cruelty of these commutations is only
matched by the shameless incom-
petence of the administration that
issued them. This administration ad-
mitted—it admitted—that Joe Biden
didn’t individually review these cases
or, for that matter, did anyone else in-
dividually review the cases. Yet he nul-
lified the verdict of thousands of jurors
and judges anyway. He also
disrespected the countless man-hours
that Federal law enforcement and pros-
ecutors dedicated to solving these
cases.

The whole purpose of the Presi-
dential pardon power is to correct indi-
vidual and Ilimited failures of the
criminal justice system. It is in the na-
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ture of the power in government itself.
We are a legislature. We make gen-
erally applicable prospective laws for
everyone. Can those laws, in certain
cases, yield unjust outcomes? Yes, of
course. That is the nature of the legis-
lative power, and the reason an Execu-
tive has the pardon power, is to miti-
gate that injustice in specific, par-
ticular cases. It is not to make gen-
erally applicable pardons in a broad set
of parameters, as White House officials
have caused here—certainly not to
blindly free hundreds of duly convicted
criminals.

These blanket commutations dem-
onstrate a gross contempt for our legal
system and its traditions. To put Presi-
dent Biden’s actions in context, he
issued more commutations in a single
day than Donald Trump, George Bush,
and Bill Clinton issued in their entire
Presidencies—combined.

Let’s just talk about a few of the
beneficiaries of Joe Biden’s jailbreak:
Jacqueline Mills stole $3 million that
was intended for hungry Arkansas Kids
and low-income families.

Dr. Meera Sachdeva defrauded Medi-
care by diluting chemotherapy drugs
and reusing old needles on cancer pa-
tients. At least one patient—at least
one—contracted HIV as a result.

Fraudster Paul Burks ran a nearly $1
billion Ponzi scheme that robbed
900,000 investors of their money.

Drug dealer Wendy Hechtman and
her husband manufactured and distrib-
uted superdeadly carfentanil,
unleashing an epidemic of drug
overdoses in Omaha.

Another drug dealer, Daniel Fillerup,
killed a 31-year-old relapsing addict by
selling her fentanyl, which is 50 times
stronger than the heroin she thought
she was buying.

Shaquan Hemingway trafficked her-
oin, fentanyl, cocaine, methamphet-
amine, and guns for the vicious Jalisco
New Generation Cartel.

Joe Biden even commuted the sen-
tence of a serial Kkiller, Virginia Gray,
who is known as the ‘“‘Black Widow”
for murdering two husbands and a boy-
friend and collecting insurance money.

Perhaps the President would have re-
considered this decision if he knew
anything about Ms. Gray, but he didn’t
because, yet again, he and White House
officials did not review individual cases
on the merits. They didn’t pick up the
case file. They didn’t talk to victims or
families.

Then there is the parade of corrupt
public officials, the worst of whom is
Michael Conahan, the so-called ‘‘cash
for kids” judge who accepted Kkick-
backs in exchange for his role in send-
ing more than 2,300 children to private
detention centers, including an 8-year-
old. Again, a judge in Pennsylvania
sentenced more than 2,300 children to
private juvenile detention centers in
return for cash kickbacks. One man he
sent to jail later killed himself. He was
just 23 years old. His mother said that
she is shocked and hurt by Joe Biden’s
commutation. Yet again, the President
did not review the case individually.
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President Biden also commuted the
sentence of an Ohio commissioner who
took $450,000 in bribes. He even com-
muted the sentence of Rita Crundwell,
a city comptroller from Illinois who
embezzled $54 million. Crundwell was
responsible for not only the biggest
city embezzlement scandal in the his-
tory of Illinois, she was responsible for
the biggest municipal embezzlement
scandal in the history of America up to
that time.

Now, I understand that we have dis-
agreements about criminal justice, and
the Democrats don’t always share my
view on these things, but for years, we
have heard lectures about the rule of
law and how Joe Biden and Democrats
are the defenders of democracy. Yet
Joe Biden is the one commuting the
sentences of the very public officials
who most threaten the public trust in
our democracy.

The American people also know that
Joe Biden issued these commutations
for a simple reason: It helps cover up
the corrupt pardon that he issued to
his corrupt son to protect his family.

I think we should condemn all of
these pardons and certainly condemn
the President for not individually re-
viewing the merits of the cases. But
again, I understand my Democratic
colleagues don’t agree with that, so I
only offer a resolution to condemn one
pardon—simply one—maybe the worst
of them all, the commutation of Mi-
chael Conahan, the ‘‘cash for kids”
judge who took cash kickbacks and
bribes to sentence more than 2,300 kids
to private detention centers—the judge
who put American children in jail for
money. Surely, the Senate can con-
demn this single act of corrupt clem-
ency.

Therefore, notwithstanding rule
XXII, T ask unanimous consent that
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of S. Res. 935, which is at the
desk; further, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to; that
the preamble be agreed to; and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, I would like to
clarify the record on President Biden’s
use of the pardon power, which is es-
tablished in the Constitution in article
II, section 2.

On December 12, President Biden
commuted the sentences of nearly 1,500
Americans who were placed in home
confinement under a bipartisan—bipar-
tisan—provision of the CARES Act.
These individuals were all convicted of
nonviolent offenses and have complied
with the terms of home confinement
for more than 1 year.

This clemency is consistent with a
long history of Presidents using a cat-
egorical approach to exercise the con-
stitutional power of pardon. For exam-
ple, President Kennedy pardoned all
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first-time offenders convicted of vio-
lating the Narcotics Control Act of
1956. President Truman granted par-
dons to more than 1,500 men convicted
of violating the Selected Service Act
during the draft in World War II. Presi-
dent Carter provided a categorical par-
don for hundreds of thousands of men
who evaded the draft during the Viet-
nam war.

I understand that Senator COTTON is
opposed to clemency in a particular in-
dividual’s case, but if Senator COTTON
is concerned about undermining the
rule of law and robbing victims of jus-
tice, we should consider just a few of
President Donald Trump’s pardons.

For example, take President Trump’s
decision to grant clemency to at least
10 healthcare executives and doctors
convicted in large-scale Medicare fraud
schemes. These decisions wiped away
years of prison sentences and restitu-
tion totaling hundreds of millions of
dollars for some of the worst
healthcare fraudsters in the history of
the United States of America.

Consider one—Philip Esformes, who
had been sentenced to 20 years in pris-
on for involving himself in the largest
healthcare fraud scheme ever charged
by the Department of Justice.
Esformes received more than $37 mil-
lion in a scheme involving $1.3 billion
in fraudulent claims. Following his
commutation from President Trump,
Mr. Esformes pled guilty to new Med-
icaid fraud charges. In October, he was
arrested for domestic violence. He was
at least the seventh person pardoned
by President Trump to be charged with
a new crime.

President Trump also used his pardon
power to provide relief for his political
loyalists, including his former cam-
paign manager Paul Manafort, his Na-
tional Security Advisor Michael Flynn,
his former adviser Steve Bannon, and
at least seven Republican Congressmen
who had been convicted of crimes.

Bannon was charged with defrauding
donors of more than $1 million as part
of a fundraising campaign reportedly
aimed at supporting President Trump’s
border wall. Do you remember that? He
ended up soliciting true loyalists and
friends of Donald Trump, saying that
he was going to raise money and build
the wall that Donald Trump, as can-
didate, spoke of so frequently. Bannon
actually used the money he raised to
cover hundreds of thousands of dollars
of his own personal expenses.

President Trump has now promised
that he will pardon the January 6 riot-
ers on day one of his new administra-
tion. He calls them ‘‘political pris-
oners.”

You remember January 6, Mr. Presi-
dent. I will bet you the Senator from
Arkansas remembers it, too. This in-
surrectionist mob beat down the doors
of the Capitol, invaded this Chamber,
and took control of this building—to
the shame of our country to allow that
to happen. And then along comes Presi-
dent Trump, who says: If I am re-
elected, I will pardon them.
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I would like to ask my colleague
from Arkansas if he supports pardoning
the following individuals who were
prosecuted for wrongdoing on January
6:

David Dempsey, convicted of assault-
ing police officers by using ‘‘his hands,
feet, flag poles, crutches, pepper spray,
broken pieces of furniture, and any-
thing else he could get his hands on’ as
weapons against the police.

How about Shane Jenkins, who was
convicted of using two tomahawk axes
to break into this Capitol Building and
assaulting police officers by throwing a
wooden desk drawer and a flagpole at
them?

How about a Trump pardon for Kyle
Fitzsimons? On January 6—he was con-
victed of five separate assaults against
law enforcement, including one that
caused career-ending, life-altering inju-
ries to U.S. Capitol Police Sergeant
Aquilino Gonell.

Kenneth Bonawitz—another, perhaps,
beneficiary of a Trump pardon when he
is sworn in as President again. Mr.
Bonawitz was a member of the so-
called Proud Boys. He assaulted at
least six officers, including placing one
officer in a chokehold and lifting him
up by the neck. Bonawitz injured one
officer so severely, the officer was
forced to retire from the police force.

So if you want to talk about misuse
of a Presidential pardon power, let’s be
fair, honest, and balanced. I don’t re-
call the Senator from Arkansas or any
single Republican colleague of his in-
troducing similar resolutions to criti-
cize any of President Trump’s pardons,
and I haven’t heard any Senate Repub-
lican urging President-elect Trump not
to pardon the January 6 rioters.

President Biden’s commutations—di-
rected at a group of individuals who
have demonstrated a commitment to
rehabilitation—are far more defensible
than President Trump’s use of pardon
power during his first term and what
he is planning from the beginning—the
very first day, the day of his dictato-
rial rule, as he called it—the beginning
of his second term.

For these reasons, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Arkansas.

Mr. COTTON. I heard a lot of very
troubling cases from the Senator from
Illinois. And it is true, I generally
think Presidents have given out
improvidential pardons over time, and
I am not going to defend many of those
cases of pardons. For instance, I am
not going to defend Jimmy Carter par-
doning draft dodgers indiscriminately,
mostly rich and privileged kids who
didn’t do their duty, when poor Kkids
from places like Yell County, AR, or
south Little Rock were doing their
duty in Vietnam like my father was.

But we are not here to talk about
Vietnam draft dodgers or who Presi-
dent Trump pardoned or who he might
pardon. There is a resolution pending
on the floor that specifically condemns
Michael Conahan, the ‘“‘cash for kids”
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judge, who took cash kickbacks to sen-
tence children to private juvenile de-
tention centers.

Some words about this judge:

I do feel strongly that President Biden got
it absolutely wrong and created a lot of
panic.

Some children took their lives because of
this.

Frankly, I thought the sentence the judge
got was too light.

He deserved to be behind bars, not walking
as a free man.

Strong words. Not my words. Those
are the words of Pennsylvania’s Demo-
cratic Governor Josh Shapiro who,
again, called Joe Biden’s clemency de-
cision absolutely wrong.

The senior Senator from Minnesota
joined Governor Shapiro and said that
she, too, disagreed with the President’s
decision. She said that she ‘‘did not
like that one.”

Even the chairman of the West Vir-
ginia Democratic Party publicly con-
demned President Biden’s
commutations and specifically singled
out the commutation of Judge
Conahan, the ‘‘cash for kids’’ judge.

This resolution is not partisan. It is
not sweeping. It is common sense. It is
about a single egregious case that hap-
pened because of egregiously bad judg-
ment.

The President and his aides set broad
parameters. Apparently, those param-
eters kicked back 1,500 cases, and they
didn’t even have the time and the de-
cency to say: Now, let’s look at these
cases and see if each one of these peo-
ple deserves a pardon.

Maybe if one was an elderly, non-
violent offender who had redeemed
himself, whose victims had forgiven
him—I could understand clemency in
that case, not the ‘‘cash for kids”
judge.

It is only 1,500 cases. They have thou-
sands of lawyers running around the
Department of Justice. Could they not
individually look at these cases? 1
guess not. It is just another example of
how Democrats have spent 8 years of
accusing Donald Trump of doing this,
that, or the other dastardly thing
when, in reality, they are doing much
worse.

We heard the Senator from Illinois
talking about a pardon for political
loyalists. Who could be more of a polit-
ical loyalist than a President’s own
son? And that is what Joe Biden did.
His first big post-election pardon—par-
don his son, not just for specific crimes
to which he had pleaded guilty or for
which he had been convicted, gun
crimes and tax crimes, but for all
crimes—all crimes—that he committed
or may have committed for 11 years.
That is almost twice the length of a
similar pardon President Ford gave to
President Nixon, which I think, al-
though condemned at the time, most
people would now view as an act of po-
litical courage.

I don’t think anyone in retrospect is
going to think that Joe Biden par-
doning his son for every crime he
might have committed against the
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United States for 11 years is ever going
to be seen as an act of political courage
or if he does the same thing for his
brother or any other members of his
family before noon on January 20.

Starting next year, I really won’t
have time for crocodile tears about
President Trump’s pardon decisions if
the Senate can’t bring itself today to
condemn one—just one—single egre-
gious case of abuse of the pardon
power: the ‘‘cash for kids’ judge who
sentenced 2,300 children to private de-
tention centers in return for cash kick-
backs.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL
MUSEUM NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARK ACT

FORT ONTARIO HOLOCAUST REF-
UGEE SHELTER NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK ESTABLISHMENT
ACT

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, on
March 5, 1946, President Harry S. Tru-
man of Missouri invited a former
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,

Winston Churchill, to Fulton, MO,
Westminster College, to deliver a
speech.

The two men actually traveled to the
speech together over land by train, and
it was really a remarkable occasion. By
this time, of course, Churchill was in
retirement—or a brief retirement; he
was to return to public office some
short time thereafter. And Churchill
might have chosen, at that speech in
Fulton at Westminster College, to talk
about any number of things. He might
have talked about his legacy, as many
people do in Washington, DC, these
days. He might have told stories about
the recently won Second World War.
But, instead, he gave one of the most
significant speeches of the 20th cen-
tury, a speech that defined with moral
clarity unparalleled the challenges of
the second half of the 20th century. He
called it the ‘“‘Sinews of Peace’ speech,
but it came to be known ever after as
““The Iron Curtain’’ speech.

It was in Fulton, MO, that Churchill
so famously said that an iron curtain
has descended across the European con-
tinent, and he went on to say that the
struggle against Soviet communism
would be the great moral challenge—
and, of course, the national security
challenge—the great cause of free peo-
ples everywhere in the second half of
the 20th century.

He was absolutely correct. And that
speech set the tone; it set the agenda;
it set the moral framework for the dec-
ades that followed, culminating, of
course, with President Reagan’s own
victory over Soviet communism in
which he led this country to triumph
and the fall of the Berlin Wall, which
would come over four decades after
Churchill visited Fulton.
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Now, interestingly, when Churchill
came to Fulton that day and to West-
minster College, they didn’t have a
space big enough for him, other than
the Westminster College gymnasium.
So Churchill gave his speech in the
gym there at Westminster College.

In the years that followed, as the
speech became progressively more fa-
mous, as Churchill’s prophetic insight
became more and more recognized, the
residents of Fulton decided that it
would be fitting to create a memorial
there on the college campus at West-
minster College to commemorate that
speech. And so they settled upon some-
thing interesting. In 1966, 20 years after
the speech had first been delivered, the
residents of Fulton transported from
London the bricks of a church, a parish
church in London called St. Mary
Aldermanbury that had been destroyed
in the Blitz of 1940 when Churchill was
Prime Minister, when England stood
alone against the Nazi scourge. The
residents of Fulton transported those
bricks from that church that had been
destroyed to Fulton, MO, to the West-
minster campus, and they rebuilt the
church right there on the campus of
Westminster.

Here it is now, as it stands today.
And there is a statue of Churchill right
next to it.

The thing about this church is it was
first built in the 11th century. The first
mention we have of it is in 1181 when it
was a parish church in the city of Lon-
don. It was actually destroyed once be-
fore in the Great Fire of London in
1666, and then it was rebuilt by Sir
Christopher Wren before it was gutted
again by the Blitz in 1940.

So here it stands today in Fulton,
MO, on the campus of Westminster Col-
lege, a monument to Winston Church-
ill, yes, but also a monument to the
great bonds between the United States
and the United Kingdom, to our shared
struggle to free the world of tyranny in
the 20th century and to our shared vic-
tories together across that great cen-
tury.

And today, Mr. President, I am here
on this floor to ask consent to pass leg-
islation to designate this memorial as
a national historic landmark to make
sure that, from now on, the America’s
National Churchill Museum, as it is
called in Fulton, will stand recognized
by this country as a national historic
landmark and that the National Park
Service will continue to help maintain
it and to study future potential des-
ignations for the site.

So we are going to pause, I under-
stand, for one moment, and then I will
ask permission to pass the bill.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President,
during World War II, Fort Ontario was
the only U.S. refugee shelter for people
fleeing the Holocaust. Let me say it
again. Fort Ontario was the only U.S.
refugee shelter for people fleeing the
Holocaust. It gave them a safe haven.
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It gave them strength. It gave them
hope that when they needed it the very
most, we were there. And it was one of
the first places where American resi-
dents would ever hear firsthand ac-
counts about what happened during the
Holocaust.

In fact, there are still residents in
this and other communities today who
remember the experiences of living in
or outside of Fort Ontario at a time
when nearly 1,000 Holocaust refugees
were living there and receiving medical
care, food, and education.

Located along Lake Ontario in
Oswego, NY, the Fort Ontario Holo-
caust Refugee Center was supposed to
be the first of many temporary relief
camps across the United States during
World War II, but it was the only one
that came to fruition.

For years, I have been working with
the local community members to honor
and preserve it. I have visited them. I
have heard their stories. I have learned
about the importance of the Fort On-
tario Holocaust Refugee Shelter to
them and their families and the larger
community.

This site has long played an extraor-
dinary role in our Nation’s history, and
its story deserves to be part of the Na-
tional Park System. Establishing the
Fort Ontario Holocaust Refugee Shel-
ter National Historic Park would give
this site permanent protection, and it
would help to make sure it is preserved
and enshrined in the site’s legacy of
hope, compassion, and resilience for fu-
ture generations.

I want to thank Congresswoman
TENNEY and former Congressman
Katko for helping lead this effort. And
I also want to thank Senator HAWLEY
for his partnership and the Senate for
passing this bill.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President,
notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of the
following bills en bloc: Calendar No.
630, S. 4607; Calendar No. 589, S. 2742.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bills en bloc.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I ask unanimous
consent that the committee-reported
substitute amendments, where applica-
ble, be agreed to; the bills, as amended,
if amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bills were passed en bloc as fol-
lows:
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AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL
MUSEUM NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARK ACT

A Dbill (S. 4607) to designate the Amer-
ica’s National Churchill Museum Na-
tional Historic Landmark, and for
other purposes, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed as fol-
lows:

S. 4607

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘America’s
National Churchill Museum National His-
toric Landmark Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CitY.—The term ‘‘City’”’ means the city
of Fulton, Missouri.

(2) COLLEGE.—The term ‘‘College’” means
Westminster College, located at 501 West-
minster Avenue in the City.

(3) LANDMARK.—The term ‘‘Landmark”
means the America’s National Churchill Mu-
seum National Historic Landmark des-
ignated by section 3(a).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(56) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the
State of Missouri.

SEC. 3. AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL MU-
SEUM NATIONAL HISTORIC LAND-
MARK.

(a) DESIGNATION.—America’s National
Churchill Museum located at the College, in-
cluding the Winston Churchill Memorial list-
ed on the National Register of Historic
Places, is designated as the ‘‘America’s Na-
tional Churchill Museum National Historic
Landmark™.

(b) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the State, the City, and the
College, may enter into cooperative agree-
ments with appropriate public or private en-
tities, for the purposes of—

(A) protecting historic resources at the
Landmark; and

(B) providing educational and interpretive
facilities and programs at the Landmark for
the public.

(2) TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—
The Secretary may provide technical and fi-
nancial assistance to any entity with which
the Secretary has entered into a cooperative
agreement under paragraph (1).

(c) No EFFECT ON ACTIONS OF PROPERTY
OWNERS.—Designation of the America’s Na-
tional Churchill Museum as a National His-
toric Landmark shall not prohibit any ac-
tions that may otherwise be taken by a prop-
erty owner (including the College and any
other owner of the Landmark) with respect
to the property of the owner.

(d) No EFFECT ON ADMINISTRATION.—Noth-
ing in this section affects the administration
of the Landmark by the State, the City, or
the College.

SEC. 4. SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a special resource study of the Land-
mark.

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study
under this section, the Secretary shall—

(1) evaluate the national significance of
the Landmark;

(2) determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating the Landmark as a unit
of the National Park System;

(3)(A) consider alternatives to that des-
ignation for the preservation, protection,
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and interpretation of the Landmark by the
Federal Government, the State, the City and
other affected units of local government, or
private and nonprofit organizations (includ-
ing the College); and

(B) identify cost estimates for any Federal
acquisition, development, interpretation, op-
eration, and maintenance associated with
the alternatives described in subparagraph
(A); and

(4) consult with interested Federal agen-
cies, the State, the City and other affected
units of local government, private and non-
profit entities (including the College), and
other interested individuals.

(c) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall
conduct the study under this section in ac-
cordance with section 100507 of title 54,
United States Code.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which funds are first made avail-
able to carry out the study under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate and the Committee on Natural
Resources of the House of Representatives a
report that describes—

(1) the results of the study; and

(2) any conclusions and recommendations
of the Secretary.

——————

FORT ONTARIO HOLOCAUST REF-
UGEE SHELTER NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK ESTABLISHMENT
ACT

A bill (8. 2742) to establish the Fort
Ontario National Monument in the
State of New York as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other pur-
poses, which had been reported from
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fort Ontario
Holocaust Refugee Shelter National Historical
Park Establishment Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) MAP.—The term “map’’ means the map en-
titled ‘‘Fort Ontario Holocaust Refugee Shelter
National Historical Park Proposed Boundary’’,
numbered 962/194,681, and dated September 2024.

(2) NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK.—The term
“National Historical Park’ means the Fort On-
tario Holocaust Refugee Shelter National Histor-
ical Park established by section 3(a)(1).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

(4) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the State
of New York.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF FORT ONTARIO HOL-
OCAUST REFUGEE SHELTER NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3),
there is established in the State as a unit of the
National Park System the Fort Ontario Holo-
caust Refugee Shelter National Historical Park.

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the National
Historical Park is to preserve, protect, and inter-
pret for the benefit of present and future gen-
erations resources associated with the stories of
the 982 refugees from World War II who were
housed at Fort Ontario from August of 1944
until February of 1946.

(3) CONDITIONS OF ESTABLISHMENT.—

(A) DETERMINATION BY THE SECRETARY.—The
National Historical Park shall not be established
until the date on which the Secretary deter-
mines that a sufficient quantity of land or inter-
ests in land has been acquired from land identi-
fied as ‘‘Proposed Boundary’ on the map to
constitute a manageable park unit.
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(B) NOTICE.—Not later than 30 days after the
date on which the Secretary makes a determina-
tion under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall publish in the Federal Register notice of
the establishment of the National Historical
Park.

(4) MAP.—The map shall be on file and avail-
able for public inspection in the appropriate of-
fices of the National Park Service.

(5) BOUNDARY.—The boundary of the Na-
tional Historical Park shall include any land or
interests in land acquired by the Secretary
under this section.

(b) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall admin-
ister the National Historical Park in accordance
with—

(A) this section; and

(B) the laws generally applicable to units of
the National Park System, including—

(i) sections 100101(a), 100751(a), 100752, 100753,
and 102101 of title 54, United States Code; and

(i1) chapters 1003 and 3201 of title 54, United
States Code.

(2) AGREEMENTS.—

(A) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—In accord-
ance with section 101702 of title 54, United
States Code, the Secretary may enter into coop-
erative agreements with the State or other pub-
lic and private entities to provide interpretive
and educational services within the National
Historical Park.

(B) INTERPRETATION AND RESTORATION AGREE-
MENTS.—The Secretary may enter into agree-
ments to identify, interpret, and restore nation-
ally significant historic or cultural resources lo-
cated on non-Federal land within the boundary
of, or in close proximity to, the National Histor-
ical Park.

(C) PUBLIC ACCESS.—Any cooperative agree-
ment entered into under subparagraph (B) to
provide assistance to non-Federal land shall
provide for reasonable public access to the non-
Federal land.

(3) ACQUISITION OF LAND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Secretary may acquire land and inter-
ests in land located within the boundary of the
National Historical Park by—

(i) donation;

(ii) purchase with donated or appropriated
funds; or

(iii) exchange.

(B) LIMITATION.—Any land owned by the
State or a political subdivision of the State may
be acquired for inclusion in the National Histor-
ical Park only by donation.

(4) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Not later than 3 fis-
cal years after the date on which funds are
made available to carry out this section, the
Secretary, in consultation with the State, shall
complete a general management plan for the Na-
tional Historical Park in accordance with—

(A) section 100502 of title 54, United States
Code; and

(B) any other applicable laws.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2742), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read a third time, and passed.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KiNG). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, last

week, I came to the floor to speak
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about a new acronym that we are be-
coming more and more familiar with—
DOGE, or the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency—that will be led by
Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy.
One of the priorities I am looking for-
ward to working with DOGE on to ac-
complish, as a founding member of the
caucus, is to reform and, hopefully, re-
vitalize the Pentagon.

As I have said repeatedly, we are liv-
ing in one of the most dangerous times
since World War II. So it is absolutely
critical that our systems at the Pen-
tagon are operating in top-notch shape.
But as we know, as of now, many of the
acquisition processes the Pentagon fol-
lows are similar, if not identical, to
those followed by the Soviet Union
back in the day. If you know your his-
tory, the United States beat the Soviet
Union when the wall fell and when the
Soviet Union collapsed. So it is obvious
that their model doesn’t work very
well, and neither did their system of
military procurement.

But, as I mentioned last week, where
and how we spend our money is just as
important as how much we spend. We
seem to be fixated on the ‘““how much”
but not how and where the money is
spent. Preparing for the strategic com-
petition we are in the midst of is not as
simple as just increasing the percent-
age of the spending of GDP. We need to
make sure that the money that is
spent is spent efficiently and accu-
rately, meeting the needs of the
world—the dangerous world—we live
in.

The end of the Cold War brought us a
peace dividend, but one consequence of
that victory was the overwhelming
consolidation of the defense industrial
base and the weakening of our supply
chains. In the early 1990s, we had sev-
eral hundred companies participating
in our national defense industrial base.
Today, we have five. The lack of com-
petition in this area, combined with
our penchant for requiring unique de-
fense systems, has hampered our bar-
gaining power and led to waste and
abuse.

The use of cost-plus contracts shifts
the risk of cost overruns to the govern-
ment. As a result, it is not unusual to
find projects delayed by years and run-
ning hundreds of millions of dollars
over budget. Take, for example, under-
sea autonomous vehicles. Boeing was
contracted to deliver five Orca vehicles
for about $379 million in 2022. Yet here
we are $620 million later with an an-
ticipated delivery date of 2025. If we
keep going at this rate, we simply will
not be prepared for the confrontation
from the authoritarian axis that is
quickly coming our way.

But the good news is this story
doesn’t have to end the way the Soviet
Union did. We are, after all, the United
States of America, and I am optimistic
we can learn from the mistakes other
countries have made in the past to win
this strategic competition with the
axis of authoritarians. I am hopeful
that by implementing reforms, we can
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pivot from the path we are on to one of
peace through strength. Ultimately,
the goal should be deterrence, pre-
venting the next war.

The Pentagon should move away
from cost-plus contracts toward reli-
ance on fixed-price contracts. Under a
fixed-price model, cost overruns are
borne by the contractor instead of the
buyer, which, in this case, is the Pen-
tagon. This is just a commonsense best
practice that should be the standard
model to incentivize productivity and
efficient operations. Newer, nontradi-
tional defense companies like Anduril
and Palantir, as well as Elon Musk’s
SpaceX in my home State of Texas,
have made a strong case for this com-
monsense business approach.

These companies have leveraged bil-
lions of dollars in our capital markets,
perhaps our greatest strategic advan-
tage when compared to our adversaries,
to produce quality defense items at un-
matched scale and speed.

They also provide important and
critical jobs across a variety of skill
levels, often in a low-cost-of-living,
high-growth opportunity area. This
helps revitalize our towns and commu-
nities in need of new industries to rein-
vigorate their job markets.

This model underscores the need to
transition away from our centralized,
Soviet-style acquisition process, first
created in the 1960s, to a more agile
model which leverages the private sec-
tor to strengthen our national defense.

In addition to shifting our model for
procurement and acquisition, we need
to change the risk-averse culture at
the Department of Defense. I don’t
mean taking unnecessary risks; I mean
taking calculated risks where called
for and where indicated.

Newer entities, such as the Defense
Innovation Unit or the Office of Stra-
tegic Capital, are willing to assume
greater risks since they understand the
need for rapid acquisition. Their abil-
ity to identify and adopt commercial
technologies, for example, is one area
where procurement and contracting of-
fices should be emulating. Rather than
having the DOD create elaborate re-
quirements with multiple overlays of
bureaucracy and review, our officials
should be looking for existing products
and technologies that substantially
meet the needed requirement.

The Federal Acquisition Stream-
lining Act of 1994 actually requires
these officials to do that. The fact that
they are reluctant to do so underscores
the need to reform the culture of acqui-
sition and procurement.

While these are all needed updates
that must happen, I am optimistic that
the Pentagon can and will, with our
help and encouragement, make
progress in all of these fronts in order
to be prepared for the challenges that
our country faces ahead.

One reason I am optimistic is because
of some of these reforms that are al-
ready underway as they have been in-
cluded in the National Defense Author-
ization Act. And I am proud to have
championed several of them.
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Two of my bills included in the
NDAA would enhance our procurement
capabilities. One is the Capability-
Based Trade and Unconventional Re-
source Engagement—or CAPTURE
Act—which will create a pilot project
permitting contracting officers to use
alternative analyses to better deter-
mine the value of products produced by
nontraditional defense contractors.

And then there is my Encouraging
Qualitative Upgrades and Innovative
Procurements—or EQUIP—Act, which
will permit combatant commanders to
use the defense modernization fund to
procure commercial technologies.

Lastly, my Enable IC Partnerships
Act will encourage public-private part-
nerships in acquisition and develop
workforce talent. This will help ad-
dress the lack of competition and inno-
vation within the government and
within the country.

These reforms, I believe, are a start,
but our work is not yet complete.

I am confident that under new lead-
ership, including that of Secretary-des-
ignate Hegseth, in collaboration with
people like Elon Musk and Vivek
Ramaswamy at the Department of
Government Efficiency, we can con-
tinue and build on this process and
make additional needed reforms at the
Pentagon, again, with the goal of pre-
venting the next war or reestablishing
deterrence—something we have not
done now, as evidenced by all of the
hot spots around the world, ranging
from the Middle East to North Korea
to China to Russia.

I look forward to working with all of
my colleagues and with each of these
individuals to help them rebuild our
military into the powerhouse that has
long defined American strength.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, to-
day’s farmers across the country are
facing significant financial losses for
most commodities planted during the
2024 crop-year. It is a dire situation.
Basically, they are in trouble.

I have been saying this for a while
now: For the sake of American food se-
curity, national security, and rural
prosperity, Congress must pass eco-
nomic assistance for our farmers before
the end of this year.

That is why I am asking Congress to
pass a stand-alone economic assistance
package for our farmers, no strings at-
tached.

This isn’t for the lobbyists, special
interests, or liberal pet projects; it
would go directly to the people who
feed, clothe, and fuel the United States
of America and the world.

It is for the American farmers who
are desperate. They are in desperate
need of help to survive. This economic
assistance certainly won’t help farmers
make a profit. They have no chance. It
won’t even help them break even.

Right now, many farmers won’t be
able to secure financing and renew
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their operating loans to Kkeep their
farms running for another year. Again,
they are in trouble. This funding would
only help farmers cover part of the 2023
and 2024 losses for American producers.

For crops grown in my State of Ala-
bama specifically, the expected losses
this year are over $200 per acre. Cotton
producers are in worse shape, with
losses of approximately $373 per acre.
Peanut farmers’ losses are next, at al-
most $198 per acre. Other crops, such as
corn, soybean, and rice are also facing
devastating financial losses.

These losses are occurring after
farmers have produced bumper crops,
which have yielded some of the best
crops producers have seen in many,
many years.

This indicates that a major economic
disaster is looming for our producers
and our country. If this dire situation
continues, the American agricultural
industry will face permanent—perma-
nent—damage. American farming as we
know it could cease—I repeat, cease—
to exist.

Regardless of the region, State, crop,
or weather pattern, there is one thing
every farmer is subject to; that is, the
law of economics. And right now, it is
economic disaster for our farmers
across this country and all States.

The math is simple. With production
costs and interest rates at an alltime
high, farmers’ expenses are exceeding
their profits. Under President Biden’s
leadership, cost for feed is up 22 per-
cent; fertilizer, up 34 percent; fuel, up
30 percent. On top of that, labor is up 40
percent, and interest is up 54 percent
on crop loans—54 percent. You can’t
make these numbers up.

Input costs are skyrocketing while
commodity prices have plummeted—
absolutely plummeted—and are ex-
pected to continue falling.

According to the 2022 USDA agri-
culture census, our Nation has lost
over 25,000 producers in just the last
few years.

According to the USDA net farm in-
come, this year is projected to decline
4.1 percent from 2023. This follows a
shocking—listen to this—a shocking
22.6-percent decline from 2022 levels.
These figures represent over $40 billion
in lost revenue for America’s hard-
working producers.

No business—not one business—in
this country can survive like this. Our
farmers and our farms are no different.
This is the largest 2-year decline in
farm income in the history of this
country—the history of the country.

In Alabama alone, we have lost near-
ly 2,000 producers and over 3,200 farms
in just the last few years. This will
cause farms to get bigger, not smaller.

The economies of scale will continue
to push out small- and medium-sized
growers, resulting in further consolida-
tion of the agriculture industry. The
little guys, in other words, they can’t
compete. We cannot allow these ter-
rible trends to continue.

American farmers are rapidly ap-
proaching a steep financial cliff. Many
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will go off the ledge, never to recover
unless Congress throws them a lifeline
and pulls them back to safety.

This supplemental funding needs to
happen in addition to a long extension
of the farm bill. It has to be extended.

I continue to stand with Senate Agri-
culture Committee Ranking Member
B0o0ozMAN in emphasizing the need to
pass a strong farm bill with an ade-
quate farm safety net in the upcoming
Congress.

However, the truth is that even if we
did pass a new farm bill—which would
be improved, hopefully—containing in-
creased reference prices for title I com-
modities, assistance would not reach
farmers until October 2026. It will be a
little too late for the farmers this year,
for thousands of them.

Most farmers who wish to plant crops
in 2025 need renewed access to credit
before the end of this month. With
many balancing checkbooks in the
red—some for the second, third, and
fourth year in a row—farmers will have
a difficult time securing financing
without improved certainty within the
agriculture sector.

So while a 1-year farm bill extension
is important, it does not provide the
needed certainty for bankers and credi-
tors to extend farm loans for this com-
ing planting season. By failing to ex-
tend the adequate financial lifeline to
farmers, now our farmers will—and I
repeat—will not survive until the fall
of 2026. It will be over.

It is a sad reality. At the end of the
day, it is not their fault. They work 365
days a year, 7 days a week, and put
their hard-earned money as well as bor-
rowed money into their farms.

The supplemental assistance I am ad-
vocating for today will only serve as a
bandaid to slow the bleeding until they
get a farm loan and plant next season’s
crop.

I am hearing from producers all over
Alabama and across the country about
the dire state of the farm economy.
Producers can’t pay employees or their
bills for seed, chemicals, and fer-
tilizers. They can’t pay it. I have never
seen it this bad, never.

Lawsuits have already started—suing
farmers for something that they don’t
have. Farmers have bumper crops of
cotton, peanuts, corn, and beans. Yet
they are still on the brink of bank-
ruptcy. Something is wrong.

This isn’t about commodity versus
commodity or region versus region; it
is about the survival of the American
farmer and the communities that rely
on them. It is about saving the hard-
working men and women who play a
critical role in feeding and clothing
and fueling not only the United States
but, folks, the entire world.

Congress cannot defy the laws of eco-
nomics, but it can pass a stand-alone
economic assistance package for our
farmers to help them survive another
year. This is perfectly within our
power. There will be no funny business
for this economic assistance, just a
straight up-and-down vote to see who
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stands with our farmers, the food for
this country, and the world.

Democrats always try to hold emer-
gency funding for farmers hostage, like
we have this year, and they want
projects to go along with the funding,
basically holding us hostage, holding
these farmers who have worked hard
and put their own sweat and blood into
this crop that they have had.

Farmers from every corner of the
country need us now, more than ever.
There is not going to be another
chance for a high percentage of this
farming group that are farming this
year—it is not going to happen—which
is why I am calling on the House and
the Senate to put politics aside. I am
begging: Put politics aside.

I wish I could have farmers standing
up here today. They would be telling
you the same thing. They don’t like
handouts. They like to work for the
money that they make; they always
have. That is why they are special. But
they need a no-strings-attached eco-
nomic plan.

I know President Trump will do ev-
erything he can in his power to assist
American farmers when he is sworn
into office. Our next Secretary of Agri-
culture, Brooke Rollins, will deliver for
our farmers as soon as she is sworn in.
But until then, I ask the Senate to
stand up and stand with an economic
assistance package to throw our farm-
ers a lifeline. They deserve it. They
need it. And it is not just for them; it
is for the entire country.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The clerk will call the
roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DAINES. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 4444

Mr. DAINES. Madam President, with
only days left in the 118th Congress, I
come to the floor to fight on behalf of
my rural Montana communities. S.
4444, the Crow Revenue Act, is a win for
Montana, and it is one that cannot
wait any longer.

The bill is pretty simple. It swaps
minerals between the Crow Tribe, the
Federal Government, and the Hope
family and ensures that both the Crow
Tribe and Musselshell County will con-
tinue to receive much-needed revenue
from mineral development.

Let me be clear: If this bill does not
pass and is not signed into law this
year, there will be dramatic con-
sequences for Montana communities. If
we don’t act before the end of the year,
there will be 100 high-paying mining
jobs lost in Roundup, MT. And unlike
the show ‘‘Yellowstone,”” where it
looks like everybody has helicopters
and fancy barns and fancy houses, this
part of our State—and most of Mon-
tana—fights every day to make ends
meet.
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And, by the way, these 100 jobs that
will be lost is after 700 jobs were lost at
the Stillwater mine in Columbus, MT,
a few months ago. We can’t afford an-
other layoff of hard-working miners.

Furthermore, both Musselshell Coun-
ty and the Crow Tribe will see cuts in
their revenues, leading to fewer serv-
ices for their communities.

The Crow Revenue Act is a long-term
fix to a real problem that is happening
in my State. It has the strong support
of community leaders, county commis-
sioners, the Governor, other locally
elected officials, and, very impor-
tantly, the Crow Tribe.

I ask my colleagues to stand with me
and support our rural and our Tribal
communities.

Madam President, notwithstanding
rule XXII, I ask unanimous consent
that the Committee on Indian Affairs
be discharged from further consider-
ation of S. 4444 and the Senate proceed
to its immediate consideration; fur-
ther, that the Daines substitute
amendment at the desk be considered
and agreed to; that the bill, as amend-
ed, be considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Hawaii.

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, re-
serving the right to object, I am all for
considering bills that have gone
through the regular process for consid-
eration. In the past month alone, I
have been on the floor several times to
pass 12 bipartisan bills which advanced
out of the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs with unanimous bipartisan sup-
port.

The difference with this bill is it is
not ready. It is just not ready for that
consideration, and Senator DAINES
knows that. The bill has not cleared
the committee, and it is not for our
lack of trying. It was only introduced a
few months ago. And when it was fast-
tracked to a hearing at the Senator’s
request, it was clear that there re-
mained several open questions, and, as
of today, many of those questions have
still not been answered. And yet we are
trying to pass this bill unanimously.

What is happening is that this would
be recorded on the Senate floor as a
100-to-0 vote. This bill is not ready for
that. The only circumstances under
which—especially in Indian Affairs, but
mostly in any other jurisdiction, the
only way we pass something by unani-
mous consent is if it has been fully vet-
ted and it is either so meaningless,
right—a congratulatory resolution or
something—and people just let them
g0; or it has been so thoroughly vetted
that it is really ready and there are no
objectors. That is not the case for this
bill.

The Indian Affairs Committee has
had its most productive years in his-
tory these past two Congresses, and we
have done it through good-faith, bipar-
tisan work and respecting not just,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

generally speaking, the process but the
bipartisan tradition of the committee
itself. We don’t have one rule for some
bills and another for others. Every bill
that has made it through this process
is scrutinized by the committee, with
feedback from Tribes and others. And if
it can be considered, it generally passes
out on a bipartisan basis. Actually, our
standard is to try to pass these things
unanimously, not just one Member of
one party and all the Members of the
other party. We try to get zero ‘‘no”
votes. If there are any ‘‘no’” votes, it
won’t pass by consent on the floor.

We have done everything that we can
to oblige Senator DAINES and accel-
erate the consideration of this bill, but
we cannot pass a bill that is still going
through the process. The bill has no
score. The bill has no score—something
that has been required—sometimes to
my chagrin—of every single bill that
comes out of the Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs. I don’t love that stand-
ard because sometimes I just want to
pass a bill, and sometimes the score is
so de minimis that I think it is a little
bit of a waste of time. That is not the
case for this bill. It is going to score,
and we don’t have that score yet. And
I am not going to make an exception
for one bill. It hasn’t had a committee
markup, and there is no path in the
House.

The Senate hotline ran barely a day
ago, and offices are still reviewing it. I
want people to understand what that
means. That means that offices that
are not on the Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs are just getting emailed
about this bill. For them, it is an issue
of first impression. They are being
asked to ask their boss: Do you vote
yes on this bill that you haven’t even
analyzed? Do you vote yes on this bill,
and there is maybe 2 days—maybe
more but let’s assume 2 days left in the
actual Congress?

This is an attempt to circumvent our
normal procedures. That is not how we
do things here. For that reason, I ob-
ject.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

PETERS). The Senator from Utah.
————

AMENDING TITLE 28, UNITED

STATES CODE, TO AUTHORIZE
HOLDING COURT FOR THE CEN-
TRAL DIVISION OF UTAH IN
MOAB AND MONTICELLO

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
the Judiciary be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 8666 and that
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 8666) to amend title 28, United
States Code, to authorize holding court for
the Central Division of Utah in Moab and
Monticello.
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There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. LEE. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be considered read a third
time and passed and that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 8666) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——

GUARDING READINESS
RESOURCES ACT

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Armed Services be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 4511 and that
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 4511) to provide for the crediting
of funds received by the National Guard Bu-
reau as reimbursement from States.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. LEE. I ask unanimous consent
that the Lee substitute amendment at
the desk be considered and agreed to;
that the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3345) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Guarding
Readiness Resources Act”.

SEC. 2. TREATMENT OF FUNDS RECEIVED BY NA-

TIONAL GUARD BUREAU AS REIM-
BURSEMENT FROM STATES.

Section 710 of title 32, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘(g) TREATMENT OF REIMBURSED FUNDS.—
Any funds received by the National Guard
Bureau from a State, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia,
Guam, or the Virgin Islands as reimburse-
ment under this section for the use of mili-
tary property—

(1) shall be credited to—

‘“(A) the appropriation, fund, or account
used in incurring the obligation; or

‘“(B) an appropriate appropriation, fund, or
account currently available for the purposes
for which the expenditures were made; and

‘(2) may only be used by the Department
of Defense for the repair, maintenance, re-
placement, or other similar functions related
directly to assets used by National Guard
units while operating under State active
duty status.”.

The bill (S. 4511), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.
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SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT OF 2023

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise today to speak about commit-
ment—commitment across our Na-
tion—in each of our States and towns
and cities and in the villages in Alaska,
and the men and women who have
made a commitment to their neighbors
and to strangers and to the broader
community. These are our teachers.
They are our nurses. They are our fire-
fighters, emergency responders, and po-
lice—public servants who manage ap-
plications for Federal and State bene-
fits like SNAP, unemployment, and
disaster assistance. They ensure that
our elections are well run. They get
our streets paved and plowed. They
have made their commitment to serve.
And for many of these public servants,
their States have opted out of Social
Security, and so they are not paying
into the system.

But many of them have had other
jobs in the past or will have other jobs
in the future. These are jobs that will
require them to contribute into Social
Security. In many cases, they have
contributed to Social Security for an
entire career before taking on a job in
public service. And then, when they re-
tire—when folks retire, you assume
that the Social Security benefits that
you have paid into you are going to be
receiving. These are benefits that peo-
ple are entitled to receive, benefits
that they are entitled to as the spouse
or the survivor or both.

But for decades now, the commit-
ment that these public servants have
given to their communities and to our
Nation has been returned with two
acronyms that have had devastating
consequences for, unfortunately, far
too many Americans: GPO and WEP.
For many in my State of Alaska, these
are like swear words—GPO and WEP,
government pension offset and windfall
elimination provision.

The Social Security benefits of
spouses, widows, and widowers were
first cut by the GPO in 1977. Then, in
1983, Congress went after the benefits
of the retirees themselves with the
WEP. These two provisions have been
responsible for reducing Social Secu-
rity benefits from hard-working Ameri-
cans who have earned them and then
from their spouses, widows, and wid-
owers.

And it is in Alaska where the highest
number per capita of teachers and pub-
lic employees are impacted. So when
you look at the map of the United
States and those areas where you have
the highest negative impact from the
WEP provision and the GPO provision,
it is, unfortunately, in my home State
of Alaska.

And it might not sound like a lot—
15,156 Alaskans who are impacted by ei-
ther GPO or WEP or both. These are all
their stories. These are all individual
Alaskans who have stories about how
this has impacted them—like the re-
tired teacher who is just one paycheck
away from homelessness because, after
serving for years as a teacher, she lost
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two-thirds of her earned Social Secu-
rity benefits because of WEP; or the
young Alaska widow who is in dire fi-
nancial straits following her husband’s
recent unexpected death, simply be-
cause of GPO or WEP; or the senior cit-
izen who taught for over 25 years, then
turned to commercial fishing, and then
he worked for BLM and the U.S. Forest
Service—this is a career track that you
see with a lot of Alaskans. His Social
Security was cut by over 30 percent. So
now, at 82 years old, he is still working
to make ends meet. This is not retire-
ment, folks.

These aren’t hypotheticals. These are
real stories from Alaskans who have
reached out to me asking me, as their
Senator, to help them. I have been
hearing from these folks for the entire
tenure that I have been here in the
U.S. Senate—hearing about the dis-
parate impact on Alaskans, hearing
about the inequity, the unfairness: I
have earned these benefits, and yet I
am not able to receive the full benefit.
Where is the fairness in that?

And so I have not just listened to my
constituents; I have responded and
stepped forward. In every single Con-
gress since I have been here in the U.S.
Senate, I have cosponsored legislation
to eliminate GPO and WEP, and proud-
ly so. But it has been very frustrating
because, over these 22 years now, I
have got constituents who are saying:
This is happening to me in realtime
right now.

And I have to say: This is hard. This
formula is not right. We get it. We
have got to address it, but this is going
to be expensive. So until we are able to
do more wholesale reforms, I don’t
know how we are going to be able to
help you in the Senate.

That is not a satisfying answer to
that teacher, to that firefighter, and to
that widow.

So I was so pleased to be able to cast
my vote yesterday to move to passage
of the Social Security Fairness Act. I
am proud that 72 of us here in the Sen-
ate joined together, and I am truly
looking forward to final passage of this
important measure before I return
home.

And when I get home, I will be able
to tell school districts that you are
going to have a better chance. It is
going to be a little bit easier for you to
recruit and retain good teachers and
principals because the disincentive to
work in a State that is impacted by
GPO and WEP is going to be gone for
us in Alaska.

I will also be able to tell firefighters
and the police and EMS responders
that they are not going to have the
burden of knowing that their retire-
ment is going to be less secure or their
spouse’s retirement will be less secure
after years of putting themselves on
the line in service to our communities.

And I will be able to tell my neigh-
bors and the folks I meet in the gro-
cery store and in the community meet-
ings that their service is not more of a
sacrifice than it should be.
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I am proud of the work that we have
been able to do on behalf of Alaskans
and for over 800,000 Americans in other
States who are affected by GPO and
the over 2 million people in the States
who are impacted by WEP.

In the next Congress, it is going to be
up to all of us to look at Social Secu-
rity’s solvency from a larger perspec-
tive, to work on it, debate on it, and
vote on ways to ensure that this vital
retirement program is going to con-
tinue to ensure that Americans are
able to retire with dignity and secu-
rity.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I am on
the floor today to talk to my col-
leagues about something that is hap-
pening right in front of our eyes. It is
a set of events that aren’t random—
they are connected to one another—
that threaten to destroy this country
that we love.

Everybody can see it, but for some
reason—maybe the exhaustion of the
aftermath of a brutal election, maybe
the distraction of the Christmas sea-
son, maybe just an instinct to flee in-
stead of fight—there are far too many
people who are denying to themselves
what they are seeing.

What is happening right now is that
Donald Trump and his billionaire ad-
visers are unfolding for the country in
real time a plan to transition this
country from a democracy to a restric-
tive oligarchy, where political opposi-
tion is silenced, where the media isn’t
free, and where government just exists
to enrich a small cabal of elites that
surround the man in charge.

I know a lot of my colleagues do see
how these dots exist and how they con-
nect, and I know, in your gut, a lot of
you see the specter of the disaster that
is coming. But if you don’t, I want to
spend just a few minutes laying it out.

To make things simple, I am just
going to focus on three events that
happened in the last 7 days: the rec-
ommendation by House Republicans
that Trump critic Liz Cheney be sub-
ject to criminal prosecution, the law-
suit filed by Trump against an Iowa
pollster and an Iowa newspaper, and
the decision by ABC to pay Trump $15
million to get rid of a bogus lawsuit.

First, the recommendation from
House Republicans that Liz Cheney be
prosecuted. Liz Cheney was a member
of the January 6 Commission that tried
to find some accountability for the as-
sault on this Capitol that resulted in
people dying, that resulted in an officer
with blood running down his face run-
ning into this Chamber to rescue us be-
fore the violent rioters got ahold of us.

Donald Trump did not like that nar-
rative that he had something to do
with, that he inspired the January 6
riot. He doesn’t even like the narrative
that January 6 was a riot. His events
are opened by the January 6 choir in
commemoration of the events that day.
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What happened this week is that
Donald Trump made good on his prom-
ise. He said during the campaign that
he was going to use the military, law
enforcement, and the National Guard
to deal with ‘‘the enemy within.” When
asked who ‘‘the enemy within’’ was, he
said: NANCY PELOSI, ADAM SCHIFF,
Democrats.

Now, people laughed it off during the
campaign because that doesn’t happen
in America. We don’t use law enforce-
ment to lock up your political opposi-
tion. But that is exactly what is being
recommended when it comes to Liz
Cheney. Liz Cheney did nothing crimi-
nal. There is not even a whiff of a
criminal allegation. She was just in
charge of a Commission that Donald
Trump opposed. But House Repub-
licans, taking orders from Donald
Trump, just recommended that the
next administration, the next Depart-
ment of Justice, criminally prosecute
Liz Cheney.

By the way, Liz Cheney won’t be the
last. There will be other political oppo-
nents of Donald Trump who are re-
ferred for prosecution.

Now, that would be laughable today
under an FBI and a Department of Jus-
tice that doesn’t lock up people for po-
litical reasons, but Donald Trump is
changing the guard at the FBI. He is
putting in someone loyal to him as the
next Attorney General. The person he
is going to put in at the FBI wrote a
book about how important it was to
eliminate from government anybody
that doesn’t line up with the political
priorities of the President. He has said
that the people who ran fair elections
in 2020 should go to jail because if you
didn’t run an election that resulted in
Donald Trump being elected, then you
did something wrong.

This week, the House recommended
Liz Cheney for criminal prosecution.
Donald Trump cheered that rec-
ommendation. And we are getting
ready to vote on an Attorney General
and a Director of the FBI who have
made clear that they are ready to ea-
gerly prosecute Trump’s political oppo-
nents.

This is really important to talk
about because this is one of the key
ways that democracies fall all around
the world. It, frankly, doesn’t take
hundreds of political prosecutions; it
only takes a handful before ordinary,
average Americans just decide that
they would be better off staying quiet
instead of facing potential harassment
or intimidation or a jail sentence for
speaking out the way that Liz Cheney
did.

The second thing that happened in
this last week was that Donald Trump
filed a lawsuit against a pollster in
Iowa. The grounds of the lawsuit are
simple: He didn’t like the results of the
poll. The poll said the Iowa race was
close. The poll ended up being wrong,
but he is suing the pollster and the
newspaper because he was upset that
that poll helped galvanize opposition to
him.
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That poll, which suggested that race
was close, got a lot of people to donate
to his political opponent. It gave peo-
ple in Iowa some hope that maybe a
Democrat could win. That is not al-
lowed in Donald Trump’s world. It is
not allowed in Donald Trump’s world
for anything to be in service of his po-
litical opposition. So he is filing a law-
suit that has no chance of succeeding
because he wants to try to intimidate
journalists and the press into submis-
sion.

Whether we like it or not, it just is
true that maybe in the future, a poll-
ster who has a poll in front of them
that shows a race closing, shows a race
that is favorable to Democrats, won’t
publicize that poll out of fear of a law-
suit.

Connected to that lawsuit is the
third thing I want to talk about: the
decision by ABC to pay Donald Trump
$15 million to settle a bogus lawsuit—
a bogus defamation Ilawsuit—that
would have never succeeded in court.
But ABC, for whatever reason, decided
it would be better for them to just pay
Donald Trump to make it go away.

You are seeing repeated decisions by
people in the media to just go along
with Donald Trump rather than risk
his ire, rather than potentially put
their profits at risk if Donald Trump
and his regulatory Agencies turn
against them. You saw Jeff Bezos tell
his newspapers not to endorse KAMALA
HARRIS. You have seen an effort by
Comecast to divest itself from MSNBC.
You have seen ABC pay off Donald
Trump $15 million. Over and over
again, you see members of the press
starting to decide it is just better not
to fight him.

These three things taken together
show you the playbook: Threaten polit-
ical opposition with jail, throw a few of
them into jail to show you are serious,
sue and intimidate and harass anybody
that does anything that is helpful to
your political opposition, and intimi-
date and harass the media in the hopes
that they will just go away and stop
criticizing you.

I don’t think it is a coincidence that
during this period of media harassment
by Donald Trump, when Liz Cheney
was referred for criminal prosecution,
all the headlines played it totally
straight. None of the headlines sug-
gested that the criminal prosecution
was bogus, it was built on lies, it was
built on no understanding of the law.
The headlines just said: Liz Cheney re-
ferred for criminal prosecution.

I think it is really important that we
lay out what is happening here because
this is how a democracy vanishes, but
I think it is also equally important to
talk about why Donald Trump and
Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy and
all of his billionaire friends are en-
gaged in this very coordinated early at-
tack, even before he is sworn in, to try
to intimidate his political opposition
and bully the press.

The reason they are doing this, the
reason they are trying to suppress dis-
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sent, is because they are preparing to
steal from us. Donald Trump and his
billionaire buddies want to be in charge
of government so that they can make
themselves more wealthy at our ex-
pense. They want government con-
tracts. They want to privatize govern-
ment programs. They want to get big-
ger regulatory breaks. They want
lower taxes.

Donald Trump and his billionaire
cronies want government to serve
them, but they know the only way they
get away with that is if no one holds
them accountable. So in order to steal
from us, they have to silence political
opposition, intimidate activists into
submission, and try to get the press to
fold. If they do that, then they can get
away Wwith using government as a
mechanism to enrich themselves.

If you want further proof of their
agenda, look what is happening right
now, today, as we speak: Republicans
and Democrats had a deal to keep the
government open and operating, to
fund much-needed disaster assistance,
and it was killed yesterday by the two
billionaires closest to Donald Trump.
When asked as to what their alter-
native was, they said: Raise the debt
ceiling. Donald Trump said: Raise the
debt ceiling. You will have my support
for a continuing resolution if you raise
the debt ceiling.

Why do they want to raise the debt
ceiling? It is easy. They want to pass a
huge tax cut for the billionaires in
charge of Donald Trump’s government.
That is their agenda—big, big tax cut
for billionaires and corporations. But
the only way you can do that is if the
debt ceiling is raised. The only way
you can get away with that is if you
can borrow more money on the backs
of ordinary, average, everyday people
in order to pay for that tax cut.

So we are seeing the agenda of the
Trump administration before they are
even sworn in, in front of our eyes: Rig
the rules in order to make the billion-
aires richer, and telegraph that as your
No. 1 priority to Congress.

Listen, there aren’t just democracies
and dictatorships in the world. There
are dozens of countries that occupy a
gray zone in between those poles, coun-
tries where there are still elections but
the media and the political opposition
are so weak—weak because they have
been beaten into submission by the re-
gime—that the people actually have no
power. There are elections, but the
same group, the same man, the same
family wins every time.

America has been, for almost all of
our history, a functioning, robust de-
mocracy where the party or individual
in power changes regularly because
people hold all the tools necessary to
choose their leaders. But that could
change in a heartbeat, so quickly, but
without any one galvanizing moment,
that the transition might just be
missed by all of us. You could just
wake up one day and find out that the
rules of democracy have been so rigged
that Republicans or the Trump family
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never ever lose again and billionaires
get to steal from all of us without any
accountability.

I know that sounds hard to believe. I
admit that I might be wrong about all
of this. America’s democracy is the
longest existing democracy in the his-
tory of the world. It has proven to be
resilient. It is filled with grit. It has
survived challenges before. But like
every one of us eventually disappears
from this planet, so does every democ-
racy. Every democracy has a last day.

If you look around the world, the
steps that lead to the termination of a
democracy—the termination, end of
self-governance—are shockingly simi-
lar from country to country. The
wealthy people who control the media
and the economy fold into the regime.
Better to join than to fight. The citi-
zens get scared of joining up with the
opposition movement because they are
fearful of harassment. Better to stay
quiet than fight.

If we don’t speak out more loudly
and more boldly about the events of
the last week and the way we are see-
ing a purposeful, detailed roadmap con-
structed by Donald Trump and his bil-
lionaire friends to transition a democ-
racy to an oligarchy; if we don’t fight
like hell against these nominees, espe-
cially those going to the Department of
Justice that will execute this assault
on democracy, then our Nation, very
soon, could easily befall the same as
these other destructed democracies.

The survival of our 240-year experi-
ment is facing, right now, one of its
most severe tests, and I just think it is
time that everybody woke up to that
and pulled their heads out of the sand.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). The Senator from Con-
necticut.

——

THE CALENDAR
Mr. MURPHY. Madam President,

notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of the
following bills en bloc: Calendar No.
457, H.R. 15655; Calendar No. 532, S. 4404;
Calendar No. 533, S. 4634; Calendar No.
534, S. 4803; Calendar No. 535, H.R. 1823;
Calendar No. 536, H.R. 3354; Calendar
No. 537, H.R. 6810; Calendar No. 538,
H.R. 6983; Calendar No. 539, H.R. 7180;
Calendar No. 540, H.R. 7385; Calendar
No. 541, H.R. 7417; Calendar No. 542,
H.R. 7606; Calendar No. 543, H.R. 7607;
Calendar No. 544, H.R. 7893; Calendar
No. 568, H.R. 5867; Calendar No. 569,
H.R. 6162; Calendar No. 570, H.R. 6188;
Calendar No. 571, H.R. 6633; Calendar
No. 572, H.R. 6750; Calendar No. 573,
H.R. 8057.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to the measures, en bloc.

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bills
en bloc be considered read a third time
and passed and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table, all en bloc.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The bills passed, en bloc, as follows:

———————

CORPORAL MICHAEL D. ANDERSON
JR. POST OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 15655) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 2300 Sylvan Avenue
in Modesto, California, as the ‘‘Cor-
poral Michael D. Anderson Jr. Post Of-
fice Building”’ was ordered to a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

COMMANDER DELBERT AUSTIN
OLSON POST OFFICE

The bill (S. 4404) to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 840 Front Street in
Casselton, North Dakota, as the ‘“‘Com-
mander Delbert Austin Olson Post Of-
fice”” was ordered to be engrossed for a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed, as follows:

S. 4404

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. COMMANDER DELBERT AUSTIN
OLSON POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 840
Front Street in Casselton, North Dakota,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“‘Com-
mander Delbert Austin Olson Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Commander Delbert
Austin Olson Post Office”.

————

REPRESENTATIVE MAXINE BELL
POST OFFICE

The bill (S. 4634) to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 154 First Avenue East in
Jerome, Idaho, as the ‘“‘Representative
Maxine Bell Post Office’” was ordered
to be engrossed for a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed, as fol-
lows:

S. 4634

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REPRESENTATIVE MAXINE BELL
POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 154
First Avenue East in Jerome, Idaho, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Representa-
tive Maxine Bell Post Office™.

(b) REFE