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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. MALOY).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 20, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CELESTE
MALOY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Lord, if You can do anything, have
compassion on us and help us.

Would that we show the maturity of
faith that our lives would reflect our
belief in You and that in You, we would
believe all things are possible. Lord, we
believe. Help our unbelief.

For you, O God, rule all things in
wisdom and righteousness. You have
called each one of us to serve You and
be obedient to Your will. In Your provi-
dence, You lay before us the ability to
trust in our present and hope for our
future. Lord, we hope. Help our uncer-
tainty.

You, O God, who are love, and in love
created each one of us, and in love still
cherish every person where they are
and just as they are, call us to share
that love with our colleagues, our fam-
ily and friends, and even our enemies.
Lord, we love You. Help us in our in-
ability to love our neighbor.

In our belief, may we find the pa-
tience to hope. And in hoping may we
become more loving. And in hoping and
loving, may we grow stronger in our
faith and closer in our walk with You.

In the name of the one who showed us
how to love, we pray.
Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. QUIGLEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———————

SYRIA LIBERATED

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, the murderous Assad
regime in Syria, backed by war crimi-
nal Putin, and the Tehran terrorist re-
gime and its Hezbollah puppet, caused
the worst refugee crisis since World
War II. With 12 million citizens, over
one-half of Syria has been displaced.
Now murderous Assad escapes to Mos-
cow while one million citizens will be
returning in the next 6 months.

Helping Syrians return home should
be a priority. This can best promote re-
construction. American policies should
reduce sanctions on Syria to help Syr-
ians stay in their homes or return
home. It would be positive to see the
building of a new Trump Tower in Da-
mascus.

Success for democracy in Moldova
and Romania this month, with coura-
geous Ukrainian resistance, and Syria
expelling Putin, is an inspiration for
patriots in Georgia defeating war
criminal Putin puppets.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Open borders for dictators put all
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks
imminent as warned by the FBI.
Trump will reinstitute existing laws to
protect American families with peace
through strength.

Wishing Chaplain Margaret Kibben a
merry Christmas.

——————

ATTACKS ON TRANSGENDER
COMMUNITY

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker,
today, as in every day, we open the
House with the Pledge of Allegiance
and the words ‘‘with liberty and justice
for all.”

However, some of our Nation’s great-
est ills have come from moments when
we have chosen to make exceptions to
“all.” Right now there are those who,
once again, make exceptions, this time
by carving out the transgender commu-
nity by targeting them for discrimina-
tory policies.

To those crafting these policies,
every economic challenge, shift in cul-
ture, and electoral loss can be blamed
on one small, minority population or
another. To them, every problem is
someone else’s fault, and if only that
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group didn’t exist or if they were more
like the majority, then perhaps our
country’s challenges would be solved.

Let us remind ourselves that never
have our Nation’s problems been solved
by creating a scapegoat. In light of Su-
preme Court cases and derogatory
posts, we need to remind ourselves that
these are real people whom we are
talking about. Just because you may
not understand someone’s experience,
Madam Speaker, does not make them
any less valid.

A lack of understanding does not give
anyone the liberty to attack someone’s
existence. Let us lead with empathy
and strive to learn from our neighbors.

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT
OF MIKE VESTA

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
retirement of the chief information of-
ficer of the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center, FLETC, Mike Vesta.

Mr. Vesta was appointed as the as-
sistant director and chief information
officer of FLETC in August of 2016, and
he will retire on December 31.

Mr. Vesta has an extensive back-
ground in providing training resources
to State, local, campus, Tribal, and
international law enforcement. He held
a crucial role in Federal law enforce-
ment training, as FLETC serves as a
law enforcement training agency for
over 90 Federal agencies and other
partner organizations.

Mr. Vesta began his career in the
Federal Government in 1986 where he
spent 4 years enlisted in the U.S. Air
Force. He also held many roles within
the National Weather Service begin-
ning in 1991.

In 2002, Mr. Vesta became the CIO of
the Overton Brooks VA Medical Center
where he influenced change with infor-
mation technology in the healthcare
world before joining FLETC in 2006.

I celebrate Mr. Vesta’s impressive
knowledge and impactful career that
has supported the U.S. Air Force and
advancements in information tech-
nology and Federal law enforcement
training.

I congratulate Mr. Vesta on his re-
tirement.

————

BIPARTISAN SPENDING
AGREEMENT

(Mrs. LEE CARTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. LEE CARTER. Madam Speaker,
I did not expect to be here today. We
had a bipartisan agreement, and we
were set to vote on Wednesday. It was
bipartisan and bicameral, yet, at the
eleventh hour it was pulled, doing in-
justice to the American people.

I call for that same agreement to
come to the floor so that we can regain
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the trust of the American people, keep
our government open, and do what
they have asked us to do, which is fund
disaster relief and provide vast, impor-
tant services across our Nation.

I also rise because this may be my
last time in the well. It has been my
honor to be a voice for the 18th Con-
gressional District and bring an impor-
tant vote back to this House in mem-
ory of my mother, the Honorable Shei-
la Jackson Lee, fighting for justice,
freedom, access to healthcare, women’s
rights, human rights, and economic op-
portunity for all.

She always fought for it to be a more
perfect union and for America to live
up to her promise. I think that we
should do well to remember that when
we have these discussions today.

May her legacy live on in this body
and live on in this Nation forever. It
has been a true honor to be with my
colleagues, but I ask that we do what is
right in this season of giving for the
American people and bring the bipar-
tisan agreement back to the floor for a
vote.

———
RECOGNIZING SLOAN McPHERSON

(Mr. ROSENDALE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROSENDALE. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize Montana Griz-
zly defensive end Sloan McPherson
from Glendive, Montana. While Sloan
is a fantastic football player, I recog-
nize him today for his lifesaving efforts
off the gridiron.

Every spring, the Montana Griz foot-
ball team walks the campus encour-
aging people to participate in the Na-
tional Marrow Be the Match Program.
Along with encouraging others to join
the registry, many players selflessly
add their own names to the list.

This past summer, Sloan got a call
saying that his stem cells matched a
patient with life-threatening leukemia
and sickle cell anemia. Sloan made the
decision to potentially pass up the op-
portunity to begin the season with his
team and instead flew to Boise, Idaho,
to donate his stem cells.

This selfless act resulted in a saved
life. When Sloan is asked about his do-
nation, he humbly says: When there is
someone in need and you can help
them, you have to do it. I have known
Sloan since he was born. He lives next
door to me. Like his parents, Craig and
April, T am proud of the young man
that he has grown to be.

The world can use more men like
Sloan McPherson.

CELEBRATING THOMAS EYE
GROUP’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. CLYDE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYDE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the 50th anniversary
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of Thomas Eye Group. For one-half
century, Thomas Eye Group has pro-
vided exceptional eye care for folks
throughout the north Georgia region,
becoming a cornerstone of Georgia’s
healthcare community.

Whether it is through pediatric care,
advanced surgeries, or the everyday
gift of clearer sight, Thomas Eye
Group has embodied what it means to
serve with purpose. Their skilled doc-
tors and staff have not only improved
their patients’ vision but transformed
lives, restoring hope and clarity to
countless Georgians.

I applaud their unwavering commit-
ment to their patients, their integrity
in practice, and their drive to embrace
innovation while never losing sight of
their mission.

Madam Speaker, 1 congratulate
Thomas Eye Group on this incredible
milestone. As we look ahead to the
next 50 years, I am confident their top-
notch team will continue leading the
way in delivering exceptional eye care.

Wishes for a merry Christmas.

——

OUR COUNTRY’S BEST

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
appreciate the efforts of our chairman,
G.T. THOMPSON, of the Ag Committee
and many of our colleagues in making
sure that this year-end agreement we
have is going to also include the impor-
tance of agriculture.

Agriculture is in big trouble with the
commodity prices and disasters they
face around the country. Many of these
amazing crops you see right here on
this poster board, Madam Speaker,
would not exist, and, without this aid
that we have in this package here, they
will be in big trouble and maybe not
get the finances here.

Some of the finest quality crops any-
where come from California and the
U.S.

Also, some of the finest quality staff
we have, our Ella, a staff member who
works on this floor, will be leaving us
pretty soon and heading over to a dif-
ferent building to work in a new Mem-
ber’s office. We will still miss her and
her high-quality work and her thumbs-
up like an empress up there in front.

Madam Speaker, I wish Ella best
wishes and good luck. God bless Ella.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 12 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1653
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
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tempore (Mr. MOLINARO) at 4 o’clock
and 53 minutes p.m.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 20, 2024.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 20, 2024, at 1:55 p.m.

That the Senate passed S. 623.

That the Senate passed S. 2020.

That the Senate passed S. 2160.

That the Senate passed S. 2784.

That the Senate passed S. 3617.

That the Senate passed S. 3790.

That the Senate passed S. 4404.

That the Senate passed S. 4451.

That the Senate passed S. 4640.

That the Senate passed S. 4634.

That the Senate passed S. 4803.

That the Senate passed S. 4851.

That the Senate passed S. 4974.

That the Senate passed S. 5062.

That the Senate passed without
ment H.R. 1555.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 1823.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 3354.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 5867.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6116.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6162.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6188.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6244.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6492.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6633.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6750.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6810.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 6983.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 7158.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 7180.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 7365.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 7385.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 7417.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 7507.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 7508.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 7606.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 7607.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 7893.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 7938.

That the Senate
ment H.R. 8057.

amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-
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That the Senate
ment H.R. 8641.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 8717.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 8909.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 8841.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 8868.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 8919.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 8976.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 9285.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 9322.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 9421.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 9487.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 9544.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 9549.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 9580.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 9592.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 9600.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 9775.
That the Senate
ment H.R. 10065.
Appointment: United States Commission
on International Religious Freedom.
With best wishes, I am,
Sincerely,

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

passed without amend-

KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Acting Clerk.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

AMERICAN RELIEF ACT, 2025

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 10545) making further continuing
appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2025, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 10545

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Relief Act, 2025,

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents of this Act is as fol-
lows:

Sec. 1. Short title.
Sec. 2. Table of contents.
Sec. 3. References.

DIVISION A—FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025
DIVISION B—DISASTER RELIEF SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025
DIVISION C—HEALTH

Sec. 3001. Short title; table of contents.
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TITLE I—PUBLIC HEALTH EXTENDERS

Sec. 3101. Extension for community health
centers, National Health Serv-
ice Corps, and teaching health
centers that operate GME pro-
grams.

Extension of special diabetes pro-
grams.

National health security exten-
sions.

TITLE II—-MEDICARE

Extension of increased inpatient
hospital payment adjustment
for certain low-volume hos-
pitals.

Extension of the Medicare-depend-
ent hospital (MDH) program.
Extension of add-on payments for

ambulance services.

Extension of funding for quality
measure endorsement, input,
and selection.

Extension of funding outreach and
assistance for low-income pro-
grams.

Extension of the work geographic
index floor.

Extension of certain telehealth
flexibilities.

Extending acute hospital care at
home waiver authorities.

Extension of temporary inclusion
of authorized oral antiviral
drugs as covered part D drugs.

3210. Medicare improvement fund.
TITLE III—HUMAN SERVICES

3301. Sexual risk avoidance education
extension.

3302. Personal responsibility education
extension.

3303. Extension of funding for family-
to-family health information
centers.

TITLE IV—MEDICAID

3401. Eliminating certain dispropor-
tionate share hospital payment
cuts.

DIVISION D—EXTENSION OF
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS

4101. Extension of agricultural
grams.
DIVISION E—OTHER MATTERS
5101. Commodity futures trading com-
mission whistleblower program.
Protection of certain facilities and
assets from unmanned aircraft.
Additional special assessment.
National cybersecurity protection
system authorization.
Extension of temporary order for
fentanyl-related substances.
SEC. 3. REFERENCES.

Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘‘this Act’ contained in any
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division.

DIVISION A—FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025

SEC. 101. The Continuing Appropriations
Act, 2025 (division A of Public Law 118-83) is
amended—

(1) by striking the date specified in section
106(3) and inserting ‘‘March 14, 2025’;

(2) in section 126 to read as follows:

“SEC. 126. Notwithstanding section 101,
amounts are provided for ‘District of Colum-
bia—Federal Payment for Emergency Plan-
ning and Security Costs in the District of
Columbia’ at a rate for operations of
$90,000,000, of which not less than $50,000,000
shall be for costs associated with the Presi-
dential Inauguration to be held in January
2025: Provided, That such amounts may be ap-
portioned up to the rate for operations nec-
essary to maintain emergency planning and
security activities.”’; and

Sec. 3102.

Sec. 3103.

Sec. 3201.

Sec. 3202.

Sec. 3203.

Sec. 3204.

Sec. 3205.

Sec. 3206.

Sec. 3207.
Sec. 3208.

Sec. 3209.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. pro-
Sec.
Sec. 5102.

5103.
5104.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5105.
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(3) by adding after section 152 the following
new sections:

“SEC. 1563. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘Department of Commerce—Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion—Procurement, Acquisition and Con-
struction’ may be apportioned up to the rate
for operations necessary to maintain the ac-
quisition schedule for Geostationary Earth
Orbit in an amount not to exceed $625,000,000.

“SEC. 154. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘Department of Justice—Justice
Operations, Management and Account-
ability—Justice Information Sharing Tech-
nology’ may be apportioned up to the rate
for operations mnecessary to carry out
proactive vulnerability detection and pene-
tration testing activities.

“SEC. 155. In addition to amounts other-
wise provided by section 101, there is appro-
priated to the Department of Justice for
‘Federal Bureau of Investigation—Salaries
and Expenses’, $16,668,000, for an additional
amount for fiscal year 2025, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2026, to conduct risk
reduction and modification of National Secu-
rity Systems: Provided, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

“SEC. 156. (a) Amounts made available by
section 101 to the Department of Defense for
‘Procurement—Shipbuilding and Conversion,
Navy’, may be apportioned up to the rate for
operations necessary for ‘Columbia Class
Submarine (AP)’ in an amount not to exceed
$5,996,130,000.

‘“(b) Amounts made available by section
101 to the Department of Defense for ‘Pro-
curement—Shipbuilding and Conversion,
Navy’ may be apportioned up to the rate for
operations necessary for ‘Columbia Class
Submarine’ in an amount not to exceed
$2,922,300,000.

“SEC. 157. (a) In addition to amounts other-
wise provided by section 101, there is appro-
priated to the Department of Defense for
‘Procurement—Shipbuilding and Conversion,
Navy’, $5,691,000,000, for an additional
amount for fiscal year 2025, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2029, for the Vir-
ginia Class Submarine program and for
workforce wage and non-executive salary im-
provements for other nuclear-powered vessel
programs: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

““(b) Amounts appropriated by subsection
(a) may be used to incrementally fund con-
tract obligations for the improvement of
workforce wages and non-executive level sal-
aries on new or existing contracts pertaining
to the Virginia Class Submarine program or
to other nuclear-powered vessel programs.

‘“SEC. 158. In addition to amounts other-
wise provided by section 101, there is appro-
priated to the Department of Defense for
‘Operation and Maintenance—Defense-Wide’,
$913,440,000, for an additional amount for fis-
cal year 2025, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, to conduct risk reduction
and modification of National Security Sys-
tems: Provided, That the amount provided by
this section may be transferred to accounts
under the headings ‘Operation and Mainte-
nance’, ‘Procurement’, and ‘Research, Devel-
opment, Test and Evaluation’: Provided fur-
ther, That funds transferred pursuant to the
preceding proviso shall be merged with and
available for the same purpose and for the
same time period as the appropriations to
which the funds are transferred: Provided fur-
ther, That any transfer authority provided
herein is in addition to any other transfer
authority provided by law: Provided further,
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That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

““SEC. 159. (a) Amounts made available by
section 101 for ‘Department of Energy—
Atomic Energy Defense Activities—Environ-
mental and Other Defense Activities—Other
Defense Activities’ may be apportioned up to
the rate for operations necessary to sustain
specialized security activities.

‘“(b) The Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and the Secretary of En-
ergy shall notify the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate not later than 3 days after
each use of the authority provided in sub-
section (a).

“SEC. 160. In addition to amounts other-
wise provided by section 101, there is appro-
priated to the Department of Energy for
‘Atomic Energy Defense Activities—Envi-
ronmental and Other Defense Activities—
Other Defense Activities’, $1,750,000, for an
additional amount for fiscal year 2025, to re-
main available until September 30, 2026, to
conduct risk reduction and modification of
National Security Systems: Provided, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

‘“SEC. 161. During the period covered by
this Act, section 10609(a) of the Northwestern
New Mexico Rural Water Projects Act (sub-
title B of title X of Public Law 111-11) shall
be applied by substituting ‘$1,640,000,000° for
¢$870,000,000° and ‘2025’ for ‘2024’.

“SEC. 162. In addition to amounts other-
wise provided by section 101, there is appro-
priated to the Department of the Treasury
for ‘Departmental Offices—Office of Ter-
rorism and Financial Intelligence—Salaries
and Expenses’, $908,000, for an additional
amount for fiscal year 2025, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2026, to conduct risk
reduction and modification of National Secu-
rity Systems: Provided, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

‘““SEC. 163. Section 302 of title III of Public
Law 108-494 shall be applied by substituting
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act
for ‘December 31, 2024’ each place it appears.

‘“SEC. 164. (a) Notwithstanding section 101,
section 747 of title VII of division B of Public
Law 118-47 shall be applied through the date
specified in section 106(3) of this Act by—

‘(1) substituting 2024’ for ‘2023’ each place
it appears;

‘“(2) substituting 2025’ for ‘2024’ each place
it appears;

¢(3) substituting ‘2026° for ‘2025’; and

‘“(4) substituting ‘section 747 of division B
of Public Law 118-47, as in effect on Sep-
tember 30, 2024 for ‘section 747 of division E
of Public Law 117-328’ each place it appears.

“(b) Subsection (a) shall not take effect
until the first day of the first applicable pay
period beginning on or after January 1, 2025.

‘““‘SEC. 165. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘Department of Education—Stu-
dent Aid Administration’ may be appor-
tioned up to the rate for operations nec-
essary to ensure the continuation of student
loan servicing activities and student aid ap-
plication and eligibility determination proc-
esses.

“SEC. 166. During the period covered by
this Act, section 123 of division A of Public
Law 11842 and the provisions carrying the
same restriction in prior Acts making appro-
priations to the Department of Defense for
military construction shall not apply to un-
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obligated balances from prior year appro-
priations made available under the heading
‘Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Army’ and such balances may be obli-
gated for an access road project at Arlington
National Cemetery.

“SEC. 167. (a) Notwithstanding section 101,
the second proviso under the heading ‘De-
partment of Veterans Affairs—Veterans
Health Administration—Medical Services’
shall not apply during the period covered by
this Act.

‘“‘(b) Notwithstanding section 101, the sec-
ond proviso under the heading ‘Department
of Veterans Affairs—Veterans Health Admin-
istration—Medical Community Care’ shall
not apply during the period covered by this
Act.

‘‘(c) Notwithstanding section 101, the sec-
ond proviso under the heading ‘Department
of Veterans Affairs—Veterans Health Admin-
istration—Medical Support and Compliance’
shall not apply during the period covered by
this Act.

‘“SEC. 168. Notwithstanding section 101, the
fifth and sixth provisos under the heading
‘Millennium Challenge Corporation’ in divi-
sion F of Public Law 118-47 shall be applied
by substituting ‘December 31, 2025’ for ‘De-
cember 31, 2024’ each place it appears.

““SEC. 169. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘Department of Transportation—
Federal Aviation Administration—Oper-
ations’ may be apportioned up to the rate for
operations necessary to fund mandatory pay
increases and other inflationary adjust-
ments, to maintain and improve air traffic
services, to hire and train air traffic control-
lers, and to continue aviation safety over-
sight, while avoiding service reductions.”’.

This division may be cited as the ‘“‘Further
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2025.
DIVISION B—DISASTER RELIEF SUPPLE-

MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2025

The following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2025, and for other purposes,
namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS
PROCESSING, RESEARCH, AND MARKETING
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Office of the
Secretary’’, $30,780,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for necessary expenses
related to losses of revenue, quality or pro-
duction of crops (including milk, on-farm
stored commodities, crops prevented from
planting, and harvested adulterated wine
grapes), trees, bushes, and vines, as a con-
sequence of droughts, wildfires, hurricanes,
floods, derechos, excessive heat, tornadoes,
winter storms, freeze, including a polar vor-
tex, smoke exposure, and excessive moisture
occurring in calendar years 2023 and 2024
under such terms and conditions as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Agriculture (re-
ferred to in this title as ‘‘Secretary’’): Pro-
vided, That of the amounts provided in this
paragraph under this heading in this Act, the
Secretary shall use up to $2,000,000,000 to pro-
vide assistance to producers of livestock, as
determined by the Secretary, for losses in-
curred during calendar years 2023 and 2024
due to drought, wildfires, or floods: Provided
further, That the Secretary may provide as-
sistance for such losses in the form of block
grants to eligible States and territories and
such assistance may include compensation
to producers, as determined by the Sec-
retary, for timber (including payments to
non-Federal forest landowners), citrus,
pecan, and poultry (including infrastructure)
losses, and for agricultural producers who
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have suffered losses due to the failure of
Mexico to deliver water to the United States
in accordance with the 1944 Water Treaty:
Provided further, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this heading in this Act, the Sec-
retary shall offer individualized technical as-
sistance to interested non-insured producers
to help them apply for assistance made
available under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amounts made available
under this paragraph under this heading in
this Act, the Secretary may use up to
$30,000,000, for reimbursement for adminis-
trative and operating expenses available for
crop insurance contracts for 2022 and 2023 re-
insurance years in a manner consistent with
Section 771 of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (Public Law 117-328): Provided
further, That of the amounts made available
under this paragraph under this heading in
this Act, and without regard to 44 U.S.C. 3501
et. seq., the Secretary shall use $3,000,000 to
carry out regular testing for the purposes of
verifying and validating the methodology
and protocols of the inspection of molasses
at any United States ports of entry, includ-
ing whether the molasses meets each statu-
tory requirement without the use of addi-
tives or blending, relevant definitional ex-
planatory notes, and each property typical of
molasses in the United States as directed in
Senate Report 118-193: Provided further, That
at the election of a processor eligible for a
loan under section 156 of the Federal Agri-
culture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996
(7 U.S.C. 7272) or a cooperative processor of
dairy, the Secretary shall make payments
for losses in 2023 and 2024 to such processors
(to be paid to producers, as determined by
such processors) in lieu of payments to pro-
ducers and under the same terms and condi-
tions as payments made to processors pursu-
ant to title I of the Additional Supplemental
Appropriations for Disaster Relief Act, 2019
(Public Law 116-20) under the heading ‘‘De-
partment of Agriculture—Agricultural Pro-
grams—Processing, Research and Mar-
keting—Office of the Secretary’, as last
amended by section 791(c) of title VII of divi-
sion B of the Further Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2020 (Public Law 116-94): Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding section
760.1503(j) of title 7, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, in the event that a processor described
in the preceding proviso does not elect to re-
ceive payments under such clause, the Sec-
retary shall make direct payments to pro-
ducers under this heading in this Act: Pro-
vided further, That the total amount of pay-
ments received under this paragraph under
this heading in this Act for producers who
did not obtain a policy or plan of insurance
for an insurable commodity for the applica-
ble crop year under the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act (7 U.S.C. 1501 et seq.) for the crop
incurring the losses or did not file the re-
quired paperwork and pay the service fee by
the applicable State filing deadline for a
noninsurable commodity for the applicable
crop year under Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program for the crop incurring
the losses shall not exceed 70 percent of the
loss as determined by the Secretary, except
the Secretary shall provide payments not to
exceed 90 percent of the producer’s revenue
losses as determined by the Secretary if the
Secretary determines a de minimis amount
of a producer’s revenue loss is attributable
to crops for which the producer did not in-
sure or obtain Noninsured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program coverage: Provided further,
That the amount provided in this paragraph
under this heading in this Act shall be sub-
ject to the terms and conditions set forth in
the first, second, sixth, seventh, eighth,
ninth, tenth, and 12th provisos under this
heading in title I of the Disaster Relief Sup-
plemental Appropriations Act, 2022 (division
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B of Public Law 117-43), except that such
ninth proviso under such heading shall be ap-
plied by substituting 2023 and 2024 for
€¢2020 and 2021’ and the Secretary shall apply
a separate payment limit for economic as-
sistance payments: Provided further, That not
later than 120 days after the enactment of
this Act, and for each fiscal quarter there-
after until the amounts provided under this
heading in this Act are expended, the Sec-
retary shall report to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate on the implementation of
any programs provided for under this head-
ing in this Act specifying the type, amount,
and method of such assistance by State and
territory: Provided further, That of the
amounts provided in this paragraph,
$10,000,000,000 shall be made available for the
Secretary to make economic assistance
available pursuant to section 2102 of this
title in this Act: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

For an additional amount for ‘‘Office of the
Secretary’’, $220,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for the Secretary to provide
assistance in the form of block grants to eli-
gible States to provide compensation to pro-
ducers for necessary expenses related to
crop, timber, and livestock losses, including
on-farm infrastructure, as a consequence of
any weather event in 2023 or 2024 that a
State, in its sole discretion, determines war-
rants such relief: Provided, That eligible
States are those States with a net farm in-
come for 2023 of less than $250,000,000, as re-
corded in the data in the Economic Research
Service publication ‘“Farm Income and
Wealth Statistics” as of December 3, 2024,
and fewer than eight thousand farms and an
average farm size of fewer than one thousand
acres per farm, as recorded in the National
Agricultural Statistics Service publication
“Farms and Land in Farms 2023 Summary
(February, 2024)”’: Provided further, That the
Secretary shall work with eligible States on
any necessary terms and conditions of the
block grants, fully taking in account the
needs of each State: Provided further, That
any such terms and conditions may not im-
pose additional costs on producers: Provided
further, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)()
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For an additional amount for ‘‘Office of In-
spector General’’, $7,500,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for audits, investiga-
tions, and other oversight of projects and ac-
tivities carried out with funds made avail-
able to the Department of Agriculture in
this Act: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Buildings
and Facilities’’, $42,500,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.
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FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
PROGRAMS
FARM SERVICE AGENCY

EMERGENCY FOREST RESTORATION PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘‘Emergency
Forest Restoration Program’’, $356,535,000, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

EMERGENCY CONSERVATION PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘‘Emergency
Conservation Program’, $828,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘‘Emergency
Watershed Protection Program’ for nec-
essary expenses for the Emergency Water-
shed Protection Program, $920,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
RURAL DEVELOPMENT DISASTER ASSISTANCE
FUND

For an additional amount for the ‘‘Rural
Development Disaster Assistance Fund’ as
authorized under section 6945 of title 7,
United States Code, as amended by this Act,
$362,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That section 6945(b) of title
7, United States Code, shall apply to
amounts provided under this heading in this
Act: Provided further, That amounts provided
under this heading in this Act may not be
transferred pursuant to section 2257 of title
7, United States Code: Provided further, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS
F0oOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE
COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘‘Commodity
Assistance Program’ for the emergency food
assistance program as authorized by section
27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7
U.S.C. 2036(a)) and section 204(a)(1) of the
Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983 (7
U.S.C. 7508(a)(1)), $25,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2026: Provided, That
such funds shall be for infrastructure needs
related to the consequences of a major dis-
aster declaration pursuant to the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) in cal-
endar years 2023 and 2024: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS TITLE

SEC. 2101. Section 10101 of the Disaster Re-
lief and Recovery Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act, 2008 (division B of Public Law 110—
329; 7 U.S.C. 6945) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the first sentence—

(i) by striking ‘‘for authorized activities”
and inserting ‘¢, in the form of loans, grants,
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loan guarantees, or cooperative agreements,
for any authorized activity’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘or’” between ‘‘President’”’
and ‘‘the Secretary of Agriculture” and in-
serting a comma; and

(iii) by inserting after ‘‘the Secretary of
Agriculture” the following: ‘‘, or the Gov-
ernor of a State or Territory’’;

(B) in the second sentence, inserting after
“to carry out the activity”, the following: *,
but shall not be limited to the original form
of assistance, if any’’; and

(C) by inserting after the first sentence, as
so amended, the following: ‘“The cost of such
direct and guaranteed loans, including the
cost of modifying loans, shall be as defined
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974.”’; and

(2) in subsection (c¢), to read as follows—

“(c) WAIVER OF ACTIVITY OR PROJECT LIMI-
TATIONS.—For any activity or project for
which amounts in the Rural Development
Disaster Assistance Fund will be obligated
under subsection (b)—

‘(1) the Secretary of Agriculture may
waive any limits on population, income, age,
and duplication with respect to replacement
of damaged or destroyed utilities, or cost-
sharing otherwise applicable, except that, if
the amounts proposed to be obligated in con-
nection with the disaster would exceed the
amount specified in subsection (h), the noti-
fication required by that subsection shall in-
clude information and justification with re-
gard to any waivers to be granted under this
subsection;

‘“(2) the Secretary of Agriculture may use
alternative sources of income data provided
by local, regional, State, or Federal govern-
ment sources to determine program eligi-
bility; and

‘“(3) with respect to grants authorized by 7
U.S.C. 1926(a)(19), the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall not require the applicant to
demonstrate that it is unable to finance the
proposed project from its own resources, or
through commercial credit at reasonable
rates and terms, or other funding sources
without grant assistance.”.

(3) Amounts provided by this section are
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(I) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 2102. (a)(1) With respect to the 2024
crop year, if the Secretary determines that
the expected gross return per acre for an eli-
gible commodity determined under para-
graph (2) is less than the expected cost of
production per acre for that eligible com-
modity determined under paragraph (3), the
Secretary shall, not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, make a 1-
time economic assistance payment to each
producer of that eligible commodity during
that crop year.

(2) The expected gross return per acre for
an eligible commodity referred to in para-
graph (1) shall be equal to—

(A) in the case of wheat, corn, grain sor-
ghum, barley, oats, cotton, rice, and soy-
beans, the product obtained by multiplying—

(i) the projected average farm price for the
applicable eligible commodity for the 2024-
2025 marketing year contained in the most
recent World Agricultural Supply and De-
mand Estimates published before the date of
enactment of this Act by the World Agricul-
tural Outlook Board; and

(ii) the national average harvested yield
per acre for the applicable eligible com-
modity for the most recent 10 crop years, as
determined by the Secretary; and

(B) in the case of each eligible commodity
not specified in subparagraph (A), a com-
parable estimate of gross returns, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.
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(3) The expected cost of production per
acre for an eligible commodity referred to in
paragraph (1) shall be equal to—

(A) in the case of wheat, corn, grain sor-
ghum, barley, oats, cotton, rice, and soy-
beans, the total costs listed for the 2024 crop
year with respect to the applicable eligible
commodity contained in the most recent
data product entitled ‘‘national average
cost-of-production forecasts for major U.S.
field crops’ published by the Economic Re-
search Service; and

(B) in the case of each eligible commodity
not specified in subparagraph (A), a com-
parable total estimated cost-of-production,
as determined by the Secretary.

(4)(A) The amount of an economic assist-
ance payment to a producer for an eligible
commodity under paragraph (1) shall be
equal to 26 percent of the product obtained
by multiplying—

(i) the economic loss for that eligible com-
modity determined under subparagraph (B);
and

(ii) the eligible acres of that eligible com-
modity on the farm determined under sub-
paragraph (C).

(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A)@),
the economic loss for an eligible commodity
shall be equal to the difference between—

(i) the expected cost of production per acre
for that eligible commodity, as determined
under paragraph (3); and

(ii) the expected gross return per acre for
that eligible commodity, as determined
under paragraph (2).

(C) For purposes of subparagraph (A)(ii),
the eligible acres of an eligible commodity
on a farm shall be equal to the sum obtained
by adding—

(i) the acreage planted on the farm to that
eligible commodity for harvest, grazing,
haying, silage, or other similar purposes for
the 2024 crop year; and

(ii) an amount equal to 50 percent of the
acreage on the farm that was prevented from
being planted during the 2024 crop year to
that eligible commodity because of drought,
flood, or other natural disaster, or other con-
dition beyond the control of the producers on
the farm, as determined by the Secretary.

(D) For purposes of subparagraph (C)(i), the
Secretary shall consider acreage planted to
include any land devoted to planted acres for
accepted skip-row planting patterns, as de-
termined by the Secretary.

(E) If the Secretary determines there is in-
sufficient data to determine the comparable
estimate of gross returns with respect to an
eligible commodity under paragraph (2)(B) or
a comparable total estimated cost-of-produc-
tion with respect to an eligible commodity
under paragraph (3)(B), the Secretary shall
use data related to a similarly situated com-
modity for purposes of determining the pay-
ment amount under this paragraph.

(5) In no case shall the amount of an eco-
nomic assistance payment to a producer for
an eligible commodity under paragraph (1)
be equal to less than the product obtained by
multiplying—

(A) 8 percent of the reference price for the
eligible commodity described in section
1111(19) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7
U.S.C. 9011(19));

(B) the national average payment yield for
the eligible commodity described in section
1111(15) of that Act (7 U.S.C. 9011(15)); and

(C) the number of eligible acres for the eli-
gible commodity described in paragraph
(H(O).

(b)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2),
sections 1001, 1001A, 1001B, and 1001C of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (7 U.S.C. 1308, 1308
1, 1308-2, 1308-3) shall apply with respect to
assistance provided under this section.

(2) The total amount of payments received,
directly or indirectly, by a person or legal
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entity (except a joint venture or general
partnership) under this section may not ex-
ceed—

(A) $125,000, if less than 75 percent of the
average gross income of the person or legal
entity for the 2020, 2021, and 2022 tax years is
derived from farming, ranching, or
silviculture activities; and

(B) $250,000, if not less than 75 percent of
the average gross income of the person or
legal entity for the 2020, 2021, and 2022 tax
years is derived from farming, ranching, or
silviculture activities.

(3) The payment limitations under para-
graph (2) shall be separate from annual pay-
ment limitations under any other program.

(c) In this section:

(1) The terms ‘‘extra-long staple cotton’
and ‘‘producer” have the meanings given
those terms in section 1111 of the Agricul-
tural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9011).

(2) The term ‘‘cotton” means extra-long
staple cotton and upland cotton.

(3)(A) The term ‘‘eligible commodity’’
means a loan commodity (as defined in sec-
tion 1201(a) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7
U.S.C. 9031(a)).

(B) The term ‘‘eligible commodity’ does
not include graded wool, nongraded wool,
mohair, or honey.

(4) The terms ‘‘legal entity’ and ‘‘person”
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 1001(a) of the Food Security Act of 1985
(7 U.S.C. 1308(a)).

(56) The term ‘‘rice’” means long grain rice
and medium grain rice.

(6) The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of Agriculture.

(d) Amounts provided by this section are
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

TITLE II
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘‘Economic
Development Assistance Programs”’,
$1,510,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, pursuant to sections 209 and 703 of
the Public Works and Economic Develop-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 3149 and 3233), for eco-
nomic adjustment assistance related to flood
mitigation, disaster relief, long-term recov-
ery, and restoration of infrastructure in
areas that received a major disaster designa-
tion as a result of hurricanes, wildfires, se-
vere storms and flooding, tornadoes, and
other natural disasters occurring in calendar
years 2023 and 2024 under the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.): Provided,
That within the amount appropriated under
this heading in this Act, up to 3 percent of
funds may be transferred to ‘‘Salaries and
Expenses” for administration and oversight
activities: Provided further, That within the
amount appropriated under this heading in
this Act, $10,000,000 shall be transferred to
the Delta Regional Authority (7 U.S.C.
2009aa et seq.): Provided further, That the
Delta Regional Authority shall notify the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate 15 days
prior to the obligation of the amounts made
available under the preceding proviso: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Com-
merce is authorized to appoint and fix the
compensation of such temporary personnel
as may be necessary to implement the re-
quirements under this heading in this Act,
without regard to the provisions of title 5,
United States Code, governing appointments
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in the competitive service: Provided further,
That within the amount appropriated under
this heading in this Act, $7,000,000 shall be
transferred to ‘‘Departmental Management—
Office of Inspector General’’ for carrying out
investigations and audits related to the
funding provided under this heading in this
Act: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operations,
Research, and Facilities’ for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of hurri-
canes, typhoons, flooding, wildfires, and
other disasters in calendar years 2023 and
2024, $244,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2026, as follows:

(1) $144,000,000 for repair and replacement
of observing assets, real property, and equip-
ment; for marine debris assessment and re-
moval; and for mapping, charting, and geod-
esy services; and

(2) $100,000,000 for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of tornadoes, hur-
ricanes, typhoons, flooding, and wildfires in
calendar year 2024;

Provided, That the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration shall submit a
spending plan to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate not later than 45 days after
the date of enactment of this Act: Provided
further, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment, Acquisition and Construction” for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of hurricanes, typhoons, wildfires,
volcanoes, and other disasters in calendar
years 2022, 2023 and 2024, $499,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, as follows:

(1) $100,000,000 for repair and replacement
of observing assets, real property, and equip-
ment; and

(2) $399,000,000 for the acquisition of hurri-
cane hunter aircraft and related expenses as
authorized under section 11708 of division K
of Public Law 117-263:

Provided, That the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration shall submit a
spending plan to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate not later than 45 days after
the date of enactment of this Act: Provided
further, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

FISHERIES DISASTER ASSISTANCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Fisheries
Disaster Assistance’ for necessary expenses
associated with fishery resource disaster re-
lief as authorized by law, $300,000,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That notwithstanding section 312(a)(3)(A) of
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act (18 U.Ss.C.
1861a(a)(3)(A)), any request for a fishery re-
source disaster determination in Tribal
salmon and urchin fisheries received by the
Secretary prior to September 30, 2025, may
be evaluated by the Secretary: Provided fur-
ther, That a portion of the amounts provided
under this heading in this Act shall be used
to provide additional assistance up to the
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historical percentage for positively deter-
mined disasters announced in calendar year
2024 that were partially funded: Provided fur-
ther, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’, $12,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027, for necessary
expenses related to the protection of the
residences of the Supreme Court Justices:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Buildings
and Facilities’, $64,795,500, to remain avail-
able until expended, for necessary expenses
related to the consequences of major disas-
ters: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
2561(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SCIENCE

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
ADMINISTRATION

CONSTRUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPLIANCE AND RESTORATION

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion and Environmental Compliance and
Restoration” for repair and replacement of
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion facilities damaged by hurricanes, trop-
ical storms, typhoons, and tornadoes in cal-
endar years 2023 and 2024, $740,200,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That up to 20 percent of such amount may be
transferred to ‘‘Space Operations’ for nec-
essary expenses related to communications
facilities and equipment, required remedi-
ation, and alternative operations caused by
Typhoon Mawar: Provided further, That ex-
cept as provided in the preceding proviso, the
amounts appropriated under this heading in
this Act shall not be available for transfer
under any transfer authority provided for
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration in an appropriation Act for fiscal
year 2025: Provided further, That the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration shall
submit a spending plan to the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate not later than 45 days
after the date of enactment of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

TITLE III
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Army”’, $451,894,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025, for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of severe storms, straight-line
winds, tornadoes, microbursts, and hurri-
canes in calendar years 2023 and 2024: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
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the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, NAVY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Navy’’, $1,454,153,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025, for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricanes Ian, Nicole, Idalia,
Helene, and Milton, Typhoon Mawar, and se-
vere storms in calendar year 2023: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, MARINE CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Marine Corps’’, $8,900,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2025,
for necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricanes Helene and Milton:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A){)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Air Force’’, $912,778,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2025, for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricanes Helene and Milton
and Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, SPACE FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Space Force’, $90,230,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2025,
for necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricanes Helene and Milton
and Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Defense-Wide’’, $1,208,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2025,
for necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricanes Helene and Milton:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY

RESERVE
For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Army Reserve”’,

$19,694,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Hurricanes He-
lene and Milton and microbursts in calendar
year 2024: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

RESERVE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Air Force Reserve”’,
$1,319,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Hurricanes He-
lene and Milton and Typhoon Mawar: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of



H7400

the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, ARMY
NATIONAL GUARD

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Army National Guard”,
$26,065,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Hurricanes He-
lene and Milton, Typhoon Mawar, and severe
storms in calendar years 2023 and 2024: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, AIR NATIONAL

GUARD

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
and Maintenance, Air National Guard”,
$2,209,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Hurricane He-
lene and Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

PROCUREMENT
PROCUREMENT OF AMMUNITION, ARMY

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment of Ammunition, Army”’, $125,100,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2027, for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Hurricane Helene: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)() of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

OTHER PROCUREMENT, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘“Other Pro-
curement, Air Force”, $129,722,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

PROCUREMENT, SPACE FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment, Space Force’, $37,994,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND

EVALUATION

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, ARMY
For an additional amount for ‘‘Research,
Development, Test and Evaluation, Army”’,
$41,400,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of severe storms
and wave overwash: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND
EVALUATION, AIR FORCE
For an additional amount for ‘‘Research,
Development, Test and Evaluation, Air
Force”’, $69,278,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2026, for necessary expenses re-
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lated to the consequences of Typhoon
Mawar: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
OTHER DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
PROGRAMS
DEFENSE HEALTH PROGRAM
For an additional amount for ‘‘Defense
Health Program”, $17,362,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2025, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricanes Helene and Milton: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.
TITLE IV
CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL
INVESTIGATIONS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Investiga-
tions’’, $20,000,000, to remain available until
expended, for necessary expenses related to
the completion, or initiation and comple-
tion, of flood and storm damage reduction,
including shore protection, studies that are
currently authorized, to reduce risks from
future floods and hurricanes, at full Federal
expense: Provided, That amounts made avail-
able under this heading in this Act shall be
for high-priority studies of projects in States
and insular areas with a major disaster, in-
cluding for glacial lake outbursts, in cal-
endar year 2022, 2023, or 2024: Provided fur-
ther, That not later than 60 days after the
date of enactment of this Act and not less
than three business days prior to public re-
lease, the Chief of Engineers shall submit di-
rectly to the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate a detailed work plan for the funds pro-
vided under this heading in this Act, includ-
ing a list of study locations, new studies se-
lected to be initiated, the total cost for each
study selected for funding, the remaining
cost for each ongoing study selected for
funding, and a schedule by fiscal year of the
proposed use of such funds: Provided further,
That the Secretary of the Army shall not de-
viate from the work plan, once the plan has
been submitted to such Committees: Pro-
vided further, That funds included in a sub-
mitted work plan shall be deemed allocated
to specific projects and subject to the re-
programming requirements specified in sec-
tion 101(6) of the Energy and Water Develop-
ment and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2024: Provided further, That beginning
not later than 60 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act and until all amounts
provided under this heading in this Act have
been expended, the Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Civil Works shall provide a
quarterly report directly to such Commit-
tees detailing the allocation, obligation, and
expenditure of the funds provided under this
heading in this Act: Provided further, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion’’, $700,000,000, to remain available until
expended, for necessary expenses to address
emergency situations at Corps of Engineers
projects, construct Corps of Engineers
projects, and rehabilitate and repair dam-
ages caused by natural disasters to Corps of
Engineers projects: Provided, That of the
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amount provided under this heading in this
Act, $100,000,000 shall be used for continuing
authorities projects to reduce the risk of
flooding and storm damage, notwithstanding
project number or program cost limitations:
Provided further, That of the amount pro-
vided under this heading in this Act,
$300,000,000 shall be to complete, or initiate
and complete, without regard to new start or
new investment decision considerations, a
useful increment of work for water-related
environmental infrastructure assistance in
States and insular areas that were impacted
by disasters occurring in or prior to calendar
year 2024: Provided further, That of the
amount provided under this heading in this
Act, $300,000,000 shall be for projects that
have previously received funds under this
heading in chapter 4 of title X of the Dis-
aster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (divi-
sion A of Public Law 113-2), title IV of divi-
sion B of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-123), or title IV of the Dis-
aster Relief Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 2022 (division B of Public Law 117-43),
and for which non-Federal interests have en-
tered into binding agreements with the Sec-
retary as of the date of enactment of this
Act: Provided further, That each project re-
ceiving funds pursuant to the preceding pro-
viso shall be subject to the terms and condi-
tions of such chapter 4 of title X of the Dis-
aster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (divi-
sion A of Public Law 113-2), title IV of divi-
sion B of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-123), or title IV of the Dis-
aster Relief Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 2022 (division B of Public Law 117-43),
and as specifically modified by section 111 of
the Energy and Water Development and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2024 (di-
vision D of Public Law 118-42), as applicable:
Provided further, That of the amount pro-
vided under this heading in this Act, such
sums as are necessary to cover the Federal
share of eligible construction costs for coast-
al harbors and channels, and for inland har-
bors eligible to be derived from the Harbor
Maintenance Trust Fund under section 101 or
section 104 of the Water Resources and De-
velopment Act of 2020 shall be derived from
the general fund of the Treasury: Provided
further, That for projects receiving funding
under this heading in this Act, the limita-
tion concerning total project costs in section
902 of the Water Resources Development Act
of 1986 (Public Law 99-662) shall not apply to
funds provided under this heading in this
Act: Provided further, That for any projects
using funding provided under this heading in
this Act, the non-Federal cash contribution
for projects shall be financed in accordance
with the provisions of section 103(k) of Pub-
lic Law 99-662 over a period of 30 years from
the date of completion of the project, sepa-
rable element, or useful increment: Provided
further, That any projects initiated using
funds provided under this heading in this Act
shall be initiated only after non-Federal in-
terests have entered into binding agreements
with the Secretary requiring, where applica-
ble, the non-Federal interests to pay 100 per-
cent of the operation, maintenance, repair,
replacement, and rehabilitation costs of the
project and to hold and save the United
States free from damages due to the con-
struction or operation and maintenance of
the project, except for damages due to the
fault or negligence of the United States or
its contractors: Provided further, That not
later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act and not less than three
business days prior to public release, the
Chief of Engineers shall submit directly to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
detailed work plan for the funds provided
under this heading in this Act, including a
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list of project locations, the total cost for all
projects, and a schedule by fiscal year of pro-
posed use of such funds: Provided further,
That the Secretary shall not deviate from
the work plan, once the plan has been sub-
mitted to such Committees: Provided further,
That funds included in a submitted work
plan shall be deemed allocated to specific
projects and subject to the reprogramming
requirements specified in section 101(7) of
the Energy and Water Development and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2024: Pro-
vided further, That beginning not later than
60 days after the date of enactment of this
Act and until all amounts provided under
this heading in this Act have been expended,
the Assistant Secretary of the Army for
Civil Works shall provide a quarterly report
directly to such Committees detailing the al-
location, obligation, and expenditure of the
funds provided under this heading in this
Act: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Mississippi
River and Tributaries”, $50,000,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses to address emergency situations at
Corps of Engineers projects, and to con-
struct, and rehabilitate and repair damages
to Corps of Engineers projects, caused by
natural disasters: Provided, That beginning
not later than 60 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act and until all amounts
provided under this heading in this Act have
been expended, the Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Civil Works shall provide a
quarterly report directly to the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate detailing the alloca-
tion, obligation, and expenditure of the funds
provided under this heading in this Act: Pro-
vided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

FLOOD CONTROL AND COASTAL EMERGENCIES

For an additional amount for ‘“Flood Con-
trol and Coastal Emergencies’’, as authorized
by section 5 of the Act of August 18, 1941 (33
U.S.C. 701n), $745,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for necessary expenses to
prepare for flood, hurricane, and other nat-
ural disasters and support emergency oper-
ations, repairs, and other activities in re-
sponse to such disasters, as authorized by
law: Provided, That funding provided under
this heading in this Act utilized to repair au-
thorized shore protection projects shall re-
store such projects to their full project pro-
file at full Federal expense: Provided further,
That beginning not later than 60 days after
the date of enactment of this Act and until
all amounts provided under this heading in
this Act have been expended, the Chief of En-
gineers shall provide a quarterly report di-
rectly to the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate detailing the allocation, obligation, and
expenditure of the funds provided under this
heading in this Act: Provided further, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES

For an additional amount for ‘“Water and
Related Resources’, $74,464,000, to remain
available until expended, of which $27,930,000
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shall be for necessary expenses related to the
consequences of natural disasters that occur-
ring in or prior to calendar year 2024: Pro-
vided, That $46,534,000 shall be available for
deposit into the Aging Infrastructure Ac-
count established by section 9603(d)(1) of the
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of
2009 (43 U.S.C. 510b(d)(1)), and shall be made
available for reserved or transferred works
that have suffered a critical failure, in ac-
cordance with section 40901(2)(A) of division
D of Public Law 117-58: Provided further, That
such amount is designated by the Congress
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
ENERGY PROGRAMS
STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Strategic
Petroleum Reserve’, $60,000,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to damages caused by natural
disasters: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
2561(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

ATOMIC ENERGY DEFENSE ACTIVITIES

NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY
ADMINISTRATION

WEAPONS ACTIVITIES

For an additional amount for ‘“Weapons
Activities’, $1,884,000, to remain available
until expended, for necessary expenses re-
lated to damages caused by Hurricanes He-
lene and Milton: Provided, That such amount
is designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER DEFENSE
ACTIVITIES

DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP

For an additional amount for ‘‘Defense En-
vironmental Cleanup’’, $2,415,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to damages caused by Hurri-
canes Helene and Milton: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

TITLE V
THE JUDICIARY
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’, $13,5697,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for protection of the
residences of the Supreme Court Justices:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
DISASTER LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘‘Disaster
Loans Program Account’ for the cost of di-
rect loans authorized by section 7(b) of the
Small Business Act, $2,249,000,000, to remain
available until expended, of which $50,000,000
shall be transferred to ‘‘Small Business Ad-
ministration—Office of Inspector General’”
for audits and reviews of disaster loans and
the disaster loans programs, and of which
$613,000,000 may be transferred to ‘‘Small
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Business Administration—Salaries and Ex-
penses’ for administrative expenses to carry
out the disaster loan program authorized by
section 7(b) of the Small Business Act: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
TITLE VI
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

SECURITY, ENFORCEMENT, AND
INVESTIGATIONS
COAST GUARD
OPERATIONS AND SUPPORT

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operations
and Support’, $102,500,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027, for necessary
expenses related to the consequences of the
Francis Scott Key Bridge collapse and other
disasters, including for minor repairs, main-
tenance, and environmental remediation
costs: Provided, That the Commandant of the
Coast Guard shall provide to the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate an expenditure plan
and quarterly updates for the expenditure of
such funds: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

PROCUREMENT, CONSTRUCTION, AND

IMPROVEMENTS
For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment, Construction, and Improvements’’,

$210,200,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of disasters: Pro-
vided, That the Commandant of the Coast
Guard shall provide to the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate an expenditure plan and
quarterly updates for the expenditure of such
funds: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
PROTECTION, PREPAREDNESS,
RESPONSE, AND RECOVERY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
DISASTER RELIEF FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘‘Disaster
Relief Fund”’, $29,000,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which $28,000,000,000
shall be for major disasters declared pursu-
ant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
5121 et seq.): Provided, That $4,000,000 shall be
transferred to ‘‘Office of Inspector General—
Operations and Support” for audits and in-
vestigations funded under ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief
Fund’’: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
HERMIT’S PEAK/CALF CANYON FIRE ASSISTANCE

ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for ‘“‘Hermit’s
Peak/Calf Canyon Fire Assistance Account”,
$1,500,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That $1,000,000 shall be
transferred to ‘‘Office of Inspector General—
Operations and Support’ for oversight of ac-
tivities authorized by the Hermit’s Peak/Calf
Canyon Fire Assistance Act: Provided further,
That the amounts provided under this head-
ing in this Act shall be subject to the report-
ing requirement in the third proviso of sec-
tion 136 of the Continuing Appropriations
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Act, 2023 (division A of Public Law 117-180):
Provided further, That amounts provided
under this heading in this Act shall be sub-
ject to the same authorities and conditions
as if such amounts were provided by title III
of the Department of Homeland Security Ap-
propriations Act, 2024 (division C of Public
Law 118-47): Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TRAINING,
AND SERVICES
FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING
CENTERS

PROCUREMENT, CONSTRUCTION, AND
IMPROVEMENTS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Procure-
ment, Construction, and Improvements’’,
$14,020,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029, for necessary expenses relat-
ing to the consequences of disasters: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

TITLE VII
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
MANAGEMENT OF LANDS AND RESOURCES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Manage-
ment of Lands and Resources”, $58,115,000, to
remain available until expended, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of natural disasters occurring in and prior to
calendar year 2024: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion’’, $500,000,000, to remain available until
expended, for necessary expenses related to
the consequences of natural disasters occur-
ring in and prior to calendar year 2024: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND

For an additional amount for ‘‘Historic
Preservation Fund”, $50,000,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of natural
disasters occurring in and prior to calendar
year 2024, including costs to States, Tribes,
and territories necessary to complete com-
pliance activities required by section 306108
of title 54, United States Code, and costs
needed to administer the program: Provided,
That funds appropriated under this heading
in this Act shall be used for historic and cul-
tural resource preservation work that meets
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and
Guidelines as published in the Federal Reg-
ister (Vol. 48, No. 190, September 29, 1983), to
include Reconstruction of National Register
listed or eligible sites: Provided further, That
grants using funds appropriated under this
heading in this Act shall only be available
for areas that have received a major disaster
declaration pursuant to the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.): Provided fur-
ther, That such grants shall not be subject to
a non-Federal matching requirement: Pro-
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vided further, That such amount is des-

ignated by the Congress as being for an

emergency requirement pursuant to section

251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and

Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion”’, $2,262,871,000, to remain available until
expended, for necessary expenses related to
the consequences of disasters, including hur-
ricanes, tropical storms, tornadoes, and
other severe storms, wildfire, fire, and flood-
ing occurring in and prior to calendar year
2024: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH

For an additional amount for ‘‘Surveys, In-
vestigations, and Research”, $2,743,000, to re-
main available until expended, for necessary
expenses related to the consequences of nat-
ural disasters occurring in and prior to cal-
endar year 2024: Provided, That such amount
is designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

INDIAN AFFAIRS
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
OPERATION OF INDIAN PROGRAMS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation
of Indian Programs’, $17,765,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of natural
disasters occurring in and prior to calendar
year 2024: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION
EDUCATION CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘‘Education
Construction”, $153,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for necessary expenses
related to the consequences of natural disas-
ters occurring in and prior to calendar year
2024: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’, $8,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for oversight of the De-
partment of the Interior activities funded by
this Act: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK TRUST
FUND PROGRAM

For an additional amount for ‘‘Leaking
Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund Pro-
gram’’, $17,000,000, to remain available until
expended, for necessary expenses related to
the consequences of Hurricanes Helene and
Hilary: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
2561(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS

For an additional amount for ‘“State and
Tribal Assistance Grants’, $3,000,000,000 to
remain available until expended, of which
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$1,230,000,000 shall be for capitalization
grants for the Clean Water State Revolving
Funds under title VI of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act, and of which
$1,770,000,000 shall be for capitalization
grants under section 1452 of the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 604(a) of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act and section
1452(a)(1)(D) of the Safe Drinking Water Act,
funds appropriated under this paragraph in
this Act shall be provided to States or terri-
tories in EPA Regions 3, 4, and 9 in amounts
determined by the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency for waste-
water treatment works and drinking water
facilities impacted by Hurricanes Helene and
Milton and Hawaii wildfires: Provided further,
That notwithstanding the requirements of
section 603(i) of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act and section 1452(d) of the Safe
Drinking Water Act, for the funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act,
each State shall use not less than 30 percent
of the amount of its capitalization grants to
provide additional subsidization to eligible
recipients in the form of forgiveness of prin-
cipal, negative interest loans or grants, or
any combination of these: Provided further,
That the funds appropriated under this para-
graph in this Act shall be used for eligible
projects whose purpose is to reduce flood or
fire damage risk and vulnerability or to en-
hance resiliency to rapid hydrologic change
or natural disaster at treatment works, as
defined by section 212 of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act, or any eligible facili-
ties under section 1452 of the Safe Drinking
Water Act, and for other eligible tasks at
such treatment works or facilities necessary
to further such purposes: Provided further,
That the funds provided under this para-
graph in this Act shall not be subject to the
matching or cost share requirements of sec-
tion 1452(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act:
Provided further, That funds provided under
this paragraph in this Act shall not be sub-
ject to the matching or cost share require-
ments of sections 602(b)(2), 602(b)(3), or 202 of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act:
Provided further, That the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency may
retain up to $5,000,000 of the funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act for
management and oversight: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)() of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

For an additional amount for ‘“State and
Tribal Assistance Grants’’, $85,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for capital-
ization grants for the Clean Water State Re-
volving Funds under title VI of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act: Provided, That
notwithstanding section 604(a) of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act
shall be provided to States or territories in
EPA Regions 3 and 4 impacted by Hurricanes
Helene and Milton in amounts determined by
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency to improve the resilience
of decentralized wastewater treatment sys-
tems to flooding, to assess the potential to
connect homes served by decentralized
wastewater treatment systems to centralized
wastewater systems, and to fund such con-
nections: Provided further, That notwith-
standing the requirements of section 603(i) of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, for
the funds appropriated under this paragraph
in this Act, each State shall use 100 percent
of the amount of its capitalization grants to
provide additional subsidization to eligible
recipients in the form of forgiveness of prin-
cipal, grants, negative interest loans, other
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loan forgiveness, and through buying, refi-
nancing, or restructuring debt or any com-
bination thereof: Provided further, That funds
appropriated under this paragraph in this
Act shall not be subject to the matching or
cost share requirements of sections 602(b)(2),
602(b)(3), or 202 of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act: Provided further, That the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency may retain up to $3,000,000 of
the funds appropriated under this paragraph
in this Act for management and oversight:
Provided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

For an additional amount for ‘“State and
Tribal Assistance Grants’, $60,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for necessary
expenses to address water emergencies under
section 1442(b) of the Safe Drinking Water
Act (42 U.S.C. 300j-1(b)) or section 504(a) of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33
U.S.C. 1364) in States or territories in EPA
Regions 3 and 4 impacted by Hurricanes He-
lene and Milton: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 1442(b) of the Safe Drinking
Water Act, funds appropriated under this
paragraph in this Act may be used to provide
technical assistance and grants regardless of
whether the emergency situation presents a
substantial danger to public health: Provided
further, That notwithstanding section 1442(b)
of the Safe Drinking Water Act, funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act may
be used to provide grants regardless of
whether such grants will be used to support
actions that would not otherwise be taken
without emergency assistance: Provided fur-
ther, That funds appropriated under this
paragraph in this Act may be used to provide
technical assistance and grants under sec-
tion 1442(b) of the Safe Drinking Water Act
to any appropriate recipient, as determined
by the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, to assist in responding to
and alleviating an emergency situation af-
fecting a privately owned water system: Pro-
vided further, That funds appropriated under
this paragraph in this Act may be used to
take actions authorized under section 504(a)
of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act
that the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency deems necessary
to protect the health or welfare of persons
affected by a water emergency, including
other necessary actions and for providing
technical assistance and grants to address
such water emergency: Provided further, That
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency may retain up to
$1,000,000 of the funds appropriated under
this paragraph in this Act for management
and oversight: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

For an additional amount for “State and
Tribal Assistance Grants’’, $10,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for grants
and other activities authorized by sub-
sections (a) through (c) of section 103 of the
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7403) or section 105
of such Act (42 U.S.C. 7405) for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of Hurri-
canes Milton and Helene, including repair or
replacement of damaged air monitoring
equipment: Provided, That funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act may
be awarded noncompetitively: Provided fur-
ther, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
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For an additional amount for ‘‘State and
Tribal Assistance Grants’’, $95,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for the haz-
ardous waste financial assistance grants pro-
gram and other solid waste management ac-
tivities for necessary expenses related to the
consequences of Hurricanes Helene and Mil-
ton: Provided, That none of the funds appro-
priated under this paragraph in this Act
shall be subject to section 3011(b) of the Solid
Waste Disposal Act: Provided further, That
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency may retain up to $500,000
of the funds appropriated under this para-
graph in this Act for management and over-
sight: Provided further, That such amount is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE
FOREST SERVICE OPERATIONS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Forest
Service Operations’, $68,100,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of cal-
endar year 2022, 2023, and 2024 wildfires, hur-
ricanes, and other natural disasters: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

FOREST AND RANGELAND RESEARCH

For an additional amount for ‘‘Forest and
Rangeland Research’, $26,000,000, to remain
available until expended, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of cal-
endar year 2022, 2023, and 2024 wildfires, hur-
ricanes, and other natural disasters: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

STATE, PRIVATE, AND TRIBAL FORESTRY

For an additional amount for ‘“‘State, Pri-
vate, and Tribal Forestry’’, $208,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for necessary
expenses related to the consequences of cal-
endar year 2022, 2023, and 2024 wildfires, hur-
ricanes, and other natural disasters: Pro-
vided, That of the amounts made available
under this heading in this Act, $14,000,000
shall be to provide Forest Health Protection
assistance to States for an emerging eastern
spruce budworm outbreak approaching the
northeastern U.S. border: Provided further,
That with respect to the preceding proviso,
an award of financial assistance from the
Forest Service will not be subject to a non-
Federal cost-share requirement: Provided fur-
ther, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM

For an additional amount for ‘‘National
Forest System”, $2,523,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That of
the amounts made available under this head-
ing in this Act, $2,448,000,000 shall be for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of calendar year 2022, 2023, and 2024 wildfires,
hurricanes, and other natural disasters: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made
available under this heading in this Act,
$75,000,000 shall be for the construction or
maintenance of shaded fuel breaks in the Pa-
cific Regions: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
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Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Capital Im-
provement and Maintenance’, $3,525,000,000,
to remain available until expended, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of calendar year 2022, 2023, and 2024 wildfires,
hurricanes, and other natural disasters: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS TITLE

SEC. 2701. Notwithstanding section 3304 of
title 5, United States Code, and without re-
gard to the provisions of sections 3309
through 3318 of such title 5, the Secretary of
the Interior and the Secretary of Agri-
culture, acting through the Chief of the For-
est Service, may recruit and directly appoint
highly qualified individuals into the com-
petitive service to address critical hiring
needs for the planning and execution of the
projects and activities funded in this title:
Provided, That such authority shall not
apply to positions in the Excepted Service or
the Senior Executive Service: Provided fur-
ther, That any action authorized herein shall
be consistent with the merit principles of
section 2301 of such title 5, and the Depart-
ment of the Interior and the Department of
Agriculture shall comply with the public no-
tice requirements of section 3327 of such title
5: Provided further, That the authority under
this section shall terminate on September 30,
2029: Provided further, That amounts provided
by this section are designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

SEC. 2702. Not later than 45 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the agencies
receiving funds appropriated by this title
shall provide a detailed operating plan of an-
ticipated uses of funds made available in this
title by State and Territory, and by pro-
gram, project, and activity, to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate: Provided, That
no such funds shall be obligated before the
operating plans are provided to such Com-
mittees: Provided further, That such plans
shall be updated, including obligations and
expenditures to date, and submitted to such
Committees on Appropriations every 60 days
until all such funds are expended.

TITLE VIII

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR THE CHILD CARE AND
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

For an additional amount for ‘“‘Payments
to States for the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant”, $250,000,000, to remain
available through September 30, 2026, for
necessary expenses directly related to the
consequences of major disasters and emer-
gencies declared pursuant to the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) occurring
in 2023 and 2024 (referred to under this head-
ing in this Act as ‘‘covered disaster or emer-
gency’’), including activities authorized
under section 319(a) of the Public Health
Service Act: Provided, That the Secretary of
Health and Human Services shall allocate
such funds to States, territories, and Tribes
based on assessed need notwithstanding sec-
tions 658J and 6580 of the Child Care and De-
velopment Block Grant Act of 1990: Provided
further, That not to exceed 2 percent of funds
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appropriated in this paragraph may be re-
served, to remain available until expended,
for Federal administration costs: Provided
further, That such funds may be used for al-
teration, renovation, construction, equip-
ment, and other capital improvement costs,
including for child care facilities without re-
gard to section 658F(b) of such Act, and for
other expenditures related to child care, as
necessary to meet the needs of areas affected
by a covered disaster or emergency: Provided
further, That funds made available in this
paragraph may be used without regard to
section 658G of such Act and with amounts
allocated for such purposes excluded from
the calculation of percentages under sub-
section 658E(c)(3) of such Act: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding section 658J(c) of
such Act, funds allotted to a State may be
obligated by the State in that fiscal year or
the succeeding three fiscal years: Provided
further, That Federal interest provisions will
not apply to the renovation or construction
of privately-owned family child care homes,
and the Secretary of Health and Human
Services shall develop parameters on the use
of funds for family child care homes: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary shall not
retain Federal interest after a period of 10
years (from the date on which the funds are
made available to purchase or improve the
property) in any facility renovated or con-
structed with funds made available in this
paragraph: Provided further, That funds made
available in this paragraph shall not be
available for costs that are reimbursed by
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, under a contract for insurance, or by self-
insurance: Provided further, That funds ap-
propriated in this paragraph may be made
available to restore amounts, either directly
or through reimbursement, for obligations
incurred for such purposes, prior to the date
of enactment of this Act: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)() of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

For an additional amount for ‘‘Payments
to States for the Child Care and Develop-
ment Block Grant”, $250,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2025: Provided,
That amounts made available in this para-
graph shall be available without regard to
requirements in sections 658E(c)(3)(E) or 658G
of the Child Care and Development Block
Grant Act: Provided further, That payments
made to States, territories, Indian Tribes,
and Tribal organizations from amounts made
available in this paragraph shall be obligated
in this fiscal year or the succeeding two fis-
cal years: Provided further, That amounts
made available in this paragraph shall be
used to supplement and not supplant other
Federal, State, and local public funds ex-
pended to provide child care services for eli-
gible individuals: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

GENERAL PROVISION—THIS TITLE

SEC. 2801. Not later than 45 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the agencies
receiving funds appropriated by this title in
this Act shall provide a detailed operating
plan of anticipated uses of funds made avail-
able in this title in this Act by State and
territory, and by program, project, and ac-
tivity, to the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate: Provided, That no such funds shall be ob-
ligated before the operating plans are pro-
vided to such Committees: Provided further,
That such plans shall be updated, including
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obligations to date and anticipated use of
funds made available in this title in this Act,
and submitted to such Committees quarterly
until all such funds expire.

TITLE IX
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’, $10,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, for audits and investiga-
tions related to Hurricanes Helene and Mil-
ton, and other disasters declared pursuant to
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et
seq.) in calendar years 2023 and 2024: Pro-
vided, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

TITLE X
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘Military
Construction, Navy and Marine Corps”,
$1,127,281,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Typhoon
Mawar: Provided, That not later than 60 days
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Navy, or their designee, shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate
form 1391 for each specific project and an ex-
penditure plan for funds provided under this
heading in this Act: Provided further, That
such funds may be obligated or expended for
design and military construction projects
not otherwise authorized by law: Provided
further, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Military
Construction, Air Force”, $487,300,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2029, for
necessary expenses related to the con-
sequences of Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That
not later than 60 days after enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of the Air Force, or
their designee, shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate form 1391 for
each specific project and an expenditure plan
for funds provided under this heading in this
Act: Provided further, That such funds may
be obligated or expended for design and mili-
tary construction projects not otherwise au-
thorized by law: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL
GUARD

For an additional amount for ‘‘Military
Construction, Army National Guard”,
$21,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2029, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Typhoon Mawar
and severe storms in calendar year 2023: Pro-
vided, That not later than 60 days after en-
actment of this Act, the Director of the
Army National Guard, or their designee,
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate form 1391 for each specific
project and an expenditure plan for funds
provided under this heading in this Act: Pro-
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vided further, That such funds may be obli-
gated or expended for design and military
construction projects not otherwise author-
ized by law: Provided further, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘Family
Housing Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’’, $27,399,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2029, for necessary expenses re-
lated to the consequences of Typhoon
Mawar: Provided, That not later than 60 days
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Navy, or their designee, shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate an
expenditure plan for funds provided under
this heading in this Act: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Family
Housing Operation and Maintenance, Navy
and Marine Corps’, $102,168,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2026, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Typhoon Mawar: Provided, That not later
than 60 days after enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Navy, or their designee,
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate an expenditure plan for funds
provided under this heading in this Act: Pro-
vided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
261(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
MEDICAL SERVICES

For an additional amount for ‘“Medical
Services’, $19,258,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of Hurri-
canes Milton and Helene: Provided, That such
amount is designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985.

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE

For an additional amount for ‘“Medical
Support and Compliance’’, $330,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricanes Milton and Helene: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

MEDICAL FACILITIES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Medical Fa-
cilities’, $41,660,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2029, for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of Hurri-
canes Milton and Helene and other Federally
declared disasters occurring in 2023 and 2024:
Provided, That such amount is designated by
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.
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NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION
For an additional amount for ‘‘National
Cemetery Administration” for necessary ex-
penses related to the consequences of Hurri-
canes Milton and Helene, $693,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2029: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.
DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION
CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion, Major Projects’’, $4,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2029, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricanes Milton and Helene: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({1) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’, $2,020,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2029, for nec-
essary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricanes Milton and Helene: Provided,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

TITLE XI

DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND RELATED
AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSIONS

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER
COMMISSION, UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion”’, $250,000,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That funds provided
under this heading in this Act shall be sub-
ject to prior consultation with, and the reg-
ular notification procedures of, the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate: Provided further,
That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)() of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985.

TITLE XII
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
EMERGENCY RELIEF PROGRAM

For an additional amount for the ‘‘Emer-
gency Relief Program’ as authorized under
section 125 of title 23, United States Code,
$8,086,020,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That notwithstanding sub-
section (e) of section 120 of title 23, United
States Code, for any obligations made on or
after March 26, 2024, for fiscal year 2024, this
fiscal year, and hereafter, the Federal share
for Emergency Relief funds made available
under section 125 of such title to respond to
damage caused by the cargo ship Dali to the
Francis Scott Key Bridge located in Balti-
more City and Baltimore and Anne Arundel
Counties, Maryland, including reconstruc-
tion of that bridge and its approaches, shall
be 100 percent: Provided further, That con-
sistent with section 668.105(e) of title 23,
Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor
regulation), any insurance proceeds, judg-
ments, settlements, penalties, fines, or other
compensation for damages, including inter-
est, from whatever source derived, recovered
by a State, a political subdivision of a State,
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or a toll authority for repair, including re-
construction, of the Francis Scott Key
Bridge located in Baltimore City and Balti-
more and Anne Arundel Counties, Maryland,
in response to, or as a result of, the damage
caused by the cargo ship Dali to that bridge
and its approaches, shall be used upon re-
ceipt to reduce liability on the repair, in-
cluding reconstruction, of such bridge and
its approaches from the emergency fund au-
thorized under section 125 of title 23, United
States Code: Provided further, That any funds
recovered and used to reduce liability pursu-
ant to the preceding proviso shall not exceed
the total amount of liability on the repair,
including reconstruction, of the Francis
Scott Key Bridge located in Baltimore City
and Baltimore and Anne Arundel Counties,
Maryland, and its approaches, from the
emergency fund authorized under section 125
of title 23, United States Code: Provided fur-
ther, That such amount is designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For an additional amount for “‘Community
Development Fund’, $12,039,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for the same
purposes and under the same terms and con-
ditions as funds appropriated under such
heading in title VIII of the Disaster Relief
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2022 (Pub-
lic Law 117-43), except that such amounts
shall be for major disasters that occurred in
2023 or 2024 and the fourth, tenth, 15th, 16th,
20th, and 21st provisos under such heading in
such Act shall not apply: Provided, That the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment shall allocate all funds provided under
this heading in this Act for the total esti-
mate for unmet needs including additional
mitigation for qualifying disasters and pub-
lish such allocations in the Federal Register
no later than January 15, 2025: Provided fur-
ther, That the amount obligated for each
qualifying disaster area shall be no less than
the amounts specified in such Federal Reg-
ister publication, unless such allocation is
rejected by the grantee: Provided further,
That a grantee shall submit a plan to the
Secretary for approval detailing the pro-
posed use of all funds, including criteria for
eligibility and how the use of these funds
will address long-term recovery and restora-
tion of infrastructure and housing, economic
revitalization, and mitigation in the most
impacted and distressed areas: Provided fur-
ther, That unobligated balances remaining as
of the date of enactment of this Act included
under Treasury Appropriation Fund Symbol
86 X 0162 from Public Laws 108-324, 109-148,
109-234, 110-252, 110-329, 111-212, 112-55, and
113-2 shall also be available for the purposes
authorized under this heading in this Act
(except that the amount for each set-aside
provided herein shall not be exceeded), not-
withstanding the purposes for which such
amounts were appropriated: Provided further,
That of the amounts made available under
this heading in this Act, $45,000,000 shall be
transferred to ‘‘Department of Housing and
Urban Development—Management and Ad-
ministration—Program Offices’ for salaries
and expenses of the Office of Community
Planning and Development for necessary
costs, including information technology
costs, of administering and overseeing the
obligation and expenditure of amounts made
available for activities authorized under
title I of the Housing and Community Devel-
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opment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) re-
lated to disaster relief, long-term recovery,
restoration of infrastructure and housing,
economic revitalization, and mitigation in
the most impacted and distressed areas re-
sulting from a major disaster in this, prior,
or future Acts (‘‘this, prior, or future dis-
aster Acts’’): Provided further, That of the
amounts made available under this heading
in this Act, $1,850,000 shall be transferred to
“Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment—Information Technology Fund” for
the disaster recovery data portal: Provided
further, That of the amounts made available
under this heading in this Act, $7,000,000
shall be transferred to ‘‘Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development—Office of In-
spector General’’ for necessary costs of over-
seeing and auditing amounts made available
in this, prior, or future disaster Acts: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made
available under this heading in this Act,
$25,000,000 shall be made available for capac-
ity building and technical assistance, includ-
ing assistance on contracting and procure-
ment processes, to support recipients of allo-
cations from this, prior, or future disaster
Acts: Provided further, That amounts made
available under this heading in this Act may
be used by a grantee to assist utilities as
part of a disaster-related eligible activity
under section 105(a) of the Housing and Com-
munity Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C.
5305(a)): Provided further, That recipients of
funds made available in this, prior, or future
disaster Acts that use such funds to supple-
ment other Federal assistance may adopt,
without review or public comment, any envi-
ronmental review, approval, or permit per-
formed by a Federal agency, and such adop-
tion shall satisfy the responsibilities of the
recipient with respect to such environmental
review, approval or permit, so long as the ac-
tions covered by the existing environmental
review, approval, or permit and the actions
proposed for these supplemental funds are
substantially the same: Provided further,
That the Secretary or a State may, upon re-
ceipt of a request for release of funds and
certification, immediately approve the re-
lease of funds for any activity or project if
the recipient has adopted an environmental
review, approval or permit under the pre-
vious proviso or if the activity or project is
categorically excluded from review under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), notwithstanding sec-
tion 104(g)(2) of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5304(g)(2)):
Provided further, That such amount and
amounts repurposed under this heading that
were previously designated by the Congress
as an emergency requirement pursuant to a
concurrent resolution on the budget or the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985 are designated by the
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)({i) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
TITLE XIII
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 21301. Each amount appropriated or
made available by this Act is in addition to
amounts otherwise appropriated for the fis-
cal year involved.

SEC. 21302. No part of any appropriation
contained in this Act shall remain available
for obligation beyond the current fiscal year
unless expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 21303. Unless otherwise provided for by
this Act, the additional amounts appro-
priated by this Act to appropriations ac-
counts shall be available under the authori-
ties and conditions applicable to such appro-
priations accounts for fiscal year 2025.

SEC. 21304. Each amount designated in divi-
sions A or B by the Congress as being for an
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emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 shall
be available (or repurposed, rescinded, or
transferred, if applicable) only if the Presi-
dent subsequently so designates all such
amounts and transmits such designations to
the Congress.

SEC. 21305. Any amount appropriated by di-
visions A or B, designated by the Congress as
an emergency requirement pursuant to sec-
tion 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985,
and subsequently so designated by the Presi-
dent, and transferred pursuant to transfer
authorities provided by this division shall re-
tain such designation.

SEcC. 21306. Budgetary Effects.—

(1) STATUTORY PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The
budgetary effects of division C and each suc-
ceeding division shall not be entered on ei-
ther PAYGO scorecard maintained pursuant
to section 4(d) of the Statutory Pay-As-You-
Go Act of 2010.

(2) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The budg-
etary effects of division C and each suc-
ceeding division shall not be entered on any
PAYGO scorecard maintained for purposes of
section 4106 of H. Con. Res. 71 (115th Con-
gress).

(3) CLASSIFICATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.—Notwithstanding Rule 3 of the Budg-
et Scorekeeping Guidelines set forth in the
joint explanatory statement of the com-
mittee of conference accompanying Con-
ference Report 105-217 and section 250(c)(8) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985, the budgetary effects of
division C and each succeeding division shall
not be estimated—

(A) for purposes of section 251 of such Act;

(B) for purposes of an allocation to the
Committee on Appropriations pursuant to
section 302(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974; and

(C) for purposes of paragraph (4)(C) of sec-
tion 3 of the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act
of 2010 as being included in an appropriation
Act.

(4) BALANCES ON THE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—
Effective on the date of the adjournment of
the second session of the 118th Congress, and
for the purposes of the annual report issued
pursuant to section 5 of the Statutory Pay-
As-You-Go Act of 2010 (2 U.S.C. 934) after
such adjournment and for determining
whether a sequestration order is necessary
under such section, the balances on the
PAYGO scorecards established pursuant to
paragraphs (4) and (5) of section 4(d) of such
Act shall be zero.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Disaster
Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act,
2025,

DIVISION C—HEALTH
SEC. 3001. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be
cited as the ‘“Health Extensions and Other
Matters Act, 2025°".
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:
Sec. 3001. Short title; table of contents.
TITLE I—PUBLIC HEALTH EXTENDERS
Sec. 3101. Extension for community health
centers, National Health Serv-
ice Corps, and teaching health
centers that operate GME pro-
grams.

Sec. 3102. Extension of special diabetes pro-

grams.

Sec. 3103. National health security exten-
sions.

TITLE II-MEDICARE

Sec. 3201. Extension of increased inpatient
hospital payment adjustment
for certain low-volume hos-
pitals.
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Sec. 3202. Extension of the Medicare-depend-
ent hospital (MDH) program.
Extension of add-on payments for

ambulance services.

Extension of funding for quality
measure endorsement, input,
and selection.

Extension of funding outreach and
assistance for low-income pro-
grams.

Extension of the work geographic
index floor.

Extension of certain telehealth
flexibilities.

Extending acute hospital care at
home waiver authorities.

Extension of temporary inclusion
of authorized oral antiviral
drugs as covered part D drugs.

3210. Medicare improvement fund.
TITLE III—HUMAN SERVICES

3301. Sexual risk avoidance education
extension.

3302. Personal responsibility education
extension.

3303. Extension of funding for family-
to-family health information
centers.

TITLE IV—MEDICAID
Sec. 3401. Eliminating certain dispropor-
tionate share hospital payment
cuts.

TITLE I—PUBLIC HEALTH EXTENDERS
SEC. 3101. EXTENSION FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH

CENTERS, NATIONAL HEALTH SERV-
ICE CORPS, AND TEACHING HEALTH
CENTERS THAT OPERATE GME PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) EXTENSION FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH CEN-
TERS.—Section 10503(b)(1) of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C.
254b-2(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘and”’
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (F), by striking ¢,
$4,000,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2019
through 2023’ and all that follows through
‘“‘and ending on December 31, 2024; and” and
inserting a semicolon; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(&) $4,000,000,000 for each of fiscal years
2019 through 2023;

““(H) $526,027,397 for the period beginning on
October 1, 2023, and ending on November 17,
2023, $690,410,959 for the period beginning on
November 18, 2023, and ending on January 19,
2024, $536,986,301 for the period beginning on
January 20, 2024, and ending on March 8, 2024,
and $3,592,328,767 for the period beginning on
October 1, 2023, and ending on December 31,
2024; and

“(I) $1,050,410,959 for the period beginning
on January 1, 2025, and ending on March 31,
2025.”".

(b) EXTENSION FOR THE NATIONAL HEALTH
SERVICE CORPS.—Section 10503(b)(2) of the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(42 U.S.C. 254b—2(b)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (H), by striking ‘‘and”’
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (I), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

““(J) $85,068,493 for the period beginning on
January 1, 2025, and ending on March 31,
2025.”".

(c) TEACHING HEALTH CENTERS THAT OPER-
ATE GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION PRO-
GRAMS.—Section 340H(g)(1) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 256h(g)(1)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘not to exceed $230,000,000"’
and all that follows through ‘‘and ending on
December 31, 2024,”’; and

(2) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting the following: *‘, not to exceed—

““(A) $230,000,000, for the period of fiscal
years 2011 through 2015;

Sec. 3203.

Sec. 3204.

Sec. 3205.

Sec. 3206.

Sec. 3207.
Sec. 3208.

Sec. 3209.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
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‘4(B) $60,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2016
and 2017;

“(C) $126,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2018
through 2023;

‘(D) $16,635,616 for the period beginning on
October 1, 2023, and ending on November 17,
2023, $21,834,247 for the period beginning on
November 18, 2023, and ending on January 19,
2024, $16,982,192 for the period beginning on
January 20, 2024, and ending on March 8, 2024,
and $164,136,986 for the period beginning on
October 1, 2023, and ending on December 31,
2024; and

‘“(BE) $43,150,685 for the period beginning on
January 1, 2025, and ending on March 31,
2025.”.

(d) APPLICATION OF PROVISIONS.—Amounts
appropriated pursuant to the amendments
made by this section shall be subject to the
requirements contained in Public Law 117-
328 for funds for programs authorized under
sections 330 through 340 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254b et seq.).

(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
3014(h) of title 18, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘under
subparagraphs (E) and (F) of section
10503(b)(1) of the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 254b-2(b)(1))”
and inserting ‘‘under section 10503(b)(1) of
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (42 U.S.C. 254b-2(b)(1)) for fiscal year 2015
and each subsequent fiscal year (or period
thereof)”’; and

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘and sec-
tion 101(d) of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘section 101(d)
of division G of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2024, and section 3101(d) of the
Health Extensions and Other Matters Act,
2025,

SEC. 3102. EXTENSION
PROGRAMS.

(a) EXTENSION OF SPECIAL DIABETES PRO-
GRAMS FOR TYPE I DIABETES.—Section
330B(b)(2) of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 254c—2(b)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(F) $39,261,745 for the period beginning on
January 1, 2025, and ending on March 31, 2025,
to remain available until expended.”’.

(b) EXTENDING FUNDING FOR SPECIAL DIABE-
TES PROGRAMS FOR  INDIANS.—Section
330C(c)(2) of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 254c-3(c)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(F) $39,261,745 for the period beginning on
January 1, 2025, and ending on March 31, 2025,
to remain available until expended.”.

SEC. 3103. NATIONAL HEALTH SECURITY EXTEN-
SIONS.

(a) Section 319(e)(8) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d(e)(8)) is amended
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and insert-
ing ‘““March 31, 2025,

(b) Section 319L(e)(1)(D) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 TU.S.C. 247d-
Te(e)(1)(D)) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025.

(c) Section 319L-1(b) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d-7f(b)) is amended
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and insert-
ing ‘“March 31, 2025”".

(d)(1) Section 2811A(g) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-10b(g)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and in-
serting ‘“March 31, 2025°.

(2) Section 2811B(g)(1) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-10c(g)(1)) is

OF SPECIAL DIABETES
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amended by striking ‘“December 31, 2024’° and
inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°.
(3) Section 2811C(g)(1) of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-10d(g)(1)) is
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and
inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025.
(e) Section 2812(c)(4)(B) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 TU.S.C. 300hh—
11(c)(4)(B)) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025.
TITLE II—-MEDICARE

SEC. 3201. EXTENSION OF INCREASED INPATIENT
HOSPITAL PAYMENT ADJUSTMENT
FOR CERTAIN LOW-VOLUME HOS-
PITALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.——Section 1886(d)(12) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1395ww(d)(12)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘January 1,
2025’ and inserting ‘‘April 1, 2025°’;

(2) in subparagraph (C)(i)—

(A) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and insert-
ing ‘“March 31, 2025°’;

(B) in subclause (III), by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025’;
and

(C) in subclause (IV), by striking ‘‘January
1, 2025’ and inserting ‘“April 1, 2025’’; and

(3) in subparagraph (D)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘“‘December 31, 2024’ and inserting
“March 31, 2025’; and

(B) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘December 31,
2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services may implement
the amendments made by this section by
program instruction or otherwise.

SEC. 3202. EXTENSION OF THE MEDICARE-DE-
PENDENT HOSPITAL (MDH) PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.——Section 1886(d)(5)(G) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1395ww(d)(5)(G)) is amended—

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘January 1,
2025’ and inserting ‘‘April 1, 2025’; and

(2) in clause (ii)(II), by striking ‘‘January
1, 2025”° and inserting ‘‘April 1, 2025”".

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1886(b)(3)(D) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395ww(b)(3)(D)) is amended—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘January 1, 2025 and inserting
“April 1, 2025”’; and

(B) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘December
31, 2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025”°.

(2) PERMITTING HOSPITALS TO DECLINE RE-
CLASSIFICATION.—Section 13501(e)(2) of the
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993
(42 U.S.C. 1395ww note) is amended by strik-

ing ‘“‘December 31, 2024 and inserting
“March 31, 2025,
SEC. 3203. EXTENSION OF ADD-ON PAYMENTS

FOR AMBULANCE SERVICES.
Section 1834(1) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395m(1)) is amended—
(1) in paragraph (12)(A), by striking ‘‘Janu-
ary 1, 2025 and inserting ‘‘April 1, 2025’; and
(2) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘January
1, 2025 each place it appears and inserting
““April 1, 2025’ in each such place.
SEC. 3204. EXTENSION OF FUNDING FOR QUALITY
MEASURE ENDORSEMENT, INPUT,
AND SELECTION.
Section 1890(d)(2) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395aaa(d)(2)) is amended—
(1) in the first sentence—
(A) by striking $9,000,000” and inserting
¢°$11,030,000°’; and
(B) by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’° and in-
serting ‘‘March 31, 2025”°; and
(2) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31,
2025,
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SEC. 3205. EXTENSION OF FUNDING OUTREACH
AND ASSISTANCE FOR LOW-INCOME
PROGRAMS.

(a) STATE HEALTH INSURANCE ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS.—Subsection (a)(1)(B)(xiv) of sec-
tion 119 of the Medicare Improvements for
Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (42 U.S.C.
1395b-3 note) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2024, $18,750,000 and inserting
“March 31, 2025, $22,500,000"".

(b) AREA AGENCIES ON AGING.—Subsection
(b)(1)(B)(xiv) of such section 119 is amended
by striking ‘‘December 31, 2024, $18,750,000
and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025, $22,500,000"°.

(c) AGING AND DISABILITY RESOURCE CEN-
TERS.—Subsection (¢)(1)(B)(xiv) of such sec-
tion 119 is amended by striking ‘‘December
31, 2024, $6,250,000’ and inserting ‘‘March 31,
2025, $8,500,000"°.

(d) COORDINATION OF EFFORTS TO INFORM
OLDER AMERICANS ABOUT BENEFITS AVAIL-
ABLE UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE PRO-
GRAMS.—Subsection (d)(2)(xiv) of such sec-
tion 119 is amended by striking ‘‘December
31, 2024, $18,750,000”’ and inserting ‘‘March 31,
2025, $22,500,000"".

SEC. 3206. EXTENSION OF THE WORK GEO-
GRAPHIC INDEX FLOOR.

Section 1848(e)(1)(E) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w—4(e)(1)(E)) is amended by
striking ‘‘January 1, 2025 and inserting
“April 1, 2025”°.

SEC. 3207. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN TELEHEALTH
FLEXIBILITIES.

(a) REMOVING GEOGRAPHIC REQUIREMENTS
AND EXPANDING ORIGINATING SITES FOR TELE-
HEALTH SERVICES.—Section 1834(m) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395m(m)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)(B)(iii),
“‘ending December 31, 2024
‘‘ending March 31, 2025’; and

(2) in paragraph (4)(C)(iii), by striking
“‘ending on December 31, 2024’ and inserting
“‘ending on March 31, 2025°.

(b) EXPANDING PRACTITIONERS ELIGIBLE TO
FURNISH TELEHEALTH SERVICES.—Section
1834(m)(4)(E) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395m(m)(4)(E)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘ending on December 31, 2024’ and in-
serting ‘‘ending on March 31, 2025.

(c) EXTENDING TELEHEALTH SERVICES FOR
FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS AND
RURAL HEALTH CLINICS.—Section
1834(m)(8)(A) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395m(m)(8)(A)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘ending on December 31, 2024 and in-
serting ‘‘ending on March 31, 2025”°.

(d) DELAYING THE IN-PERSON REQUIREMENTS
UNDER MEDICARE FOR MENTAL HEALTH SERV-
ICES FURNISHED THROUGH TELEHEALTH AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY.—

(1) DELAY IN REQUIREMENTS FOR MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES FURNISHED THROUGH TELE-
HEALTH.—Section 1834(m)(7)(B)(i) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395m(m)(7)(B)(i1)) is amended, in the matter
preceding subclause (I), by striking ‘‘on or
after’” and all that follows through ‘‘de-
scribed in section 1135(g)(1)(B))”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘on or after April 1, 2025”°.

(2) MENTAL HEALTH VISITS FURNISHED BY
RURAL HEALTH CLINICS.—Section 1834(y)(2) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1395m(y)(2)) is amended by striking ‘‘January
1, 2025 and all that follows through the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘April 1, 2025.”’.

(3) MENTAL HEALTH VISITS FURNISHED BY
FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS.—Sec-
tion 1834(0)(4)(B) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395m(0)(4)(B)) is amended by
striking ‘“‘January 1, 2025’ and all that fol-
lows through the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘April 1, 2025.”".

(¢) ALLOWING FOR THE FURNISHING OF
AUDIO-ONLY TELEHEALTH SERVICES.—Section
1834(m)(9) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395m(m)(9)) is amended by striking

by striking
and inserting
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“‘ending on December 31, 2024’ and inserting
“ending on March 31, 2025°.

(f) EXTENDING USE OF TELEHEALTH TO CON-
DUCT FACE-TO-FACE ENCOUNTER PRIOR TO RE-
CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR HOSPICE
CARE.—Section 1814(a)(7)(D)(A)(II) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395f(a)(T)(D)(1)(IT)) is amended by striking
“‘ending on December 31, 2024’ and inserting
“ending on March 31, 2025°.

(g) PROGRAM INSTRUCTION AUTHORITY.—The
Secretary of Health and Human Services
may implement the amendments made by
this section through program instruction or
otherwise.

SEC. 3208. EXTENDING ACUTE HOSPITAL CARE AT
HOME WAIVER AUTHORITIES.

Section 1866G(a)(1) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395cc-T(a)(1)) is amended by
striking ‘“‘December 31, 2024’ and inserting
“March 31, 2025,

SEC. 3209. EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY INCLU-
SION OF AUTHORIZED ORAL
ANTIVIRAL DRUGS AS COVERED
PART D DRUGS.

Section 1860D-2(e)(1)(C) of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w-102(e)(1)(C)) is
amended by striking ‘“December 31, 2024’° and
inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°.

SEC. 3210. MEDICARE IMPROVEMENT FUND.

Section 1898(b)(1) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395iii(b)(1)) is amended by
striking °$3,197,000,000°" and inserting
*‘$1,251,000,000"".

TITLE ITI—HUMAN SERVICES

SEC. 3301. SEXUAL RISK AVOIDANCE EDUCATION
EXTENSION.

Section 510 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 710) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31,
2025’; and

(2) in subsection (f)(1), by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°.
SEC. 3302. PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY EDU-

CATION EXTENSION.

Section 513 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 713) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘December 31,
2024’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B)(i), by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2024 and inserting ‘‘March 31,
2025’; and

(2) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘December
31, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025°.

SEC. 3303. EXTENSION OF FUNDING FOR FAMILY-
TO-FAMILY HEALTH INFORMATION
CENTERS.

Section 501(c)(1)(A)(viii) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 701(c)(1)(A)(viii)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘$1,500,000’ and inserting
‘$3,000,000"’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2025 and in-
serting ‘‘April 1, 2025”°.

TITLE IV—MEDICAID

SEC. 3401. ELIMINATING CERTAIN DISPROPOR-
TIONATE SHARE HOSPITAL PAY-
MENT CUTS.

Section 1923(f)(7)(A) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396r- 4(f)(T)(A)) is amended—

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘January 1’
and inserting ‘“‘April 1”’; and

(2) in clause (ii), by striking ‘“‘January 17
and inserting ‘“‘April 1”°.

DIVISION D—EXTENSION OF
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS

SEC. 4101. EXTENSION OF AGRICULTURAL PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) EXTENSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this section and the amendments
made by this section, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the authorities (in-
cluding any limitations on such authorities)
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provided by each provision of the Agri-
culture Improvement Act of 2018 (Public Law
115-334; 132 Stat. 4490) and each provision of
law amended by that Act (and for mandatory
programs at such funding levels) as in effect
(including pursuant to section 102 of division
B of the Further Continuing Appropriations
and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Public Law
118-22)) on September 30, 2024, shall continue
and be carried out until the date specified in
paragraph (2).

(2) DATE SPECIFIED.—With respect to an au-
thority described in paragraph (1), the date
specified in this paragraph is the later of—

(A) September 30, 2025;

(B) the date specified with respect to such
authority in the Agriculture Improvement
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-334; 132 Stat. 4490)
or a provision of law amended by that Act
(Public Law 115-334; 132 Stat. 4490); or

(C) the date in effect with respect to such
authority pursuant to section 102 of division
B of the Further Continuing Appropriations
and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Public Law
118-22)).

(b) DISCRETIONARY PROGRAMS.—Programs
carried out using the authorities described in
subsection (a)(1) that are funded by discre-
tionary appropriations (as defined in section
250(c) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency
Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 900(c)))
shall be subject to the availability of appro-
priations.

(c) COMMODITY PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of law ap-
plicable to a covered commodity (as defined
in section 1111 of the Agricultural Act of 2014
(7 U.S.C. 9011)), a loan commodity (as defined
in section 1201 of that Act (7 U.S.C. 9031)),
sugarcane, or sugar beets for the 2024 crop
year pursuant to title I of that Act (7 U.S.C.
9011 et seq.), each amendment made by sub-
title C of title I of the Agriculture Improve-
ment Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-334; 132
Stat. 4511), and section 102 of division B of
the Further Continuing Appropriations and
Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Public Law 118-
22) shall be applicable to the 2025 crop year
for that covered commodity, loan com-
modity, sugarcane, or sugar beets.

(2) EXTRA LONG STAPLE COTTON.—Section
1208(a) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7
U.S.C. 9038 (a)) is amended by striking ‘2024’
and inserting ‘‘2026°.

(3) EXTENSION OF PAYMENT AMOUNT.—Sec-
tion 1116(d) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7
U.S.C. 9016(d)) is amended, in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘2024 and
inserting ‘2025’

(4) DAIRY.—

(A) DAIRY MARGIN COVERAGE.—

(i) DURATION.—Section 1409 of the Agricul-
tural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9059) is amended by
striking ‘‘December 31, 2024’ and inserting
“December 31, 2025"°.

(ii) AVAILABILITY OF PREMIUM DISCOUNT.—
With respect to coverage for calendar year
2025, section 1407(g) of the Agricultural Act
of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9057(g)) shall only apply to a
participating dairy operation with respect to
which the premium was reduced in accord-
ance with that section (as applied to such
participating dairy operation pursuant to
section 102(c)(2)(B)(ii) of division B of the
Further Continuing Appropriations and
Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Public Law 118-
22)) for calendar year 2024.

(B) DAIRY FORWARD PRICING PROGRAM.—
Section 1502(e)(2) of the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8772(e)(2)) is
amended by striking 2027’ and inserting
2028,

() SUSPENSION OF PERMANENT PRICE SUP-
PORT AUTHORITIES.—The provisions of law
specified in—

(A) subsections (a) and (b) of section 1602 of
the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9092)—
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(i) shall not be applicable to the 2025 crops
of covered commodities (as defined in section
1111 of that Act (7 U.S.C. 9011)), cotton, and
sugar; and

(ii) shall not be applicable to milk through
December 31, 2025; and

(B) section 1602(c) of that Act (7 U.S.C.
9092(c)) shall not be applicable to the crops of
wheat planted for harvest in calendar year
2025.

(d) OTHER PROGRAMS.—

(1) TRADE.—Section 302(h)(2) of the Bill
Emerson Humanitarian Trust Act (7 U.S.C.
1736f-1(h)(2)) is amended by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2024 and inserting ‘‘September
30, 2025,

(2) GRAZINGLANDS RESEARCH LABORATORY.—
Section 7502 of the Food, Conservation, and
Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-246; 122
Stat. 2019; 132 Stat. 4817) is amended to read
as follows:

“SEC. 7502. GRAZINGLANDS RESEARCH LABORA-
TORY.

‘“‘Except as otherwise specifically author-
ized by law and notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Federal land and facili-
ties at El Reno, Oklahoma, administered by
the Secretary (as of the date of enactment of
this Act) as the Grazinglands Research Lab-
oratory, shall not at any time, in whole or in
part, be declared to be excess or surplus Fed-
eral property under chapter 5 of subtitle I of
title 40, United States Code, or otherwise be
conveyed or transferred in whole or in part,
for the period beginning on the date of the
enactment of this Act and ending on Sep-
tember 30, 2025.”".

(3) ENERGY.—Section 9010(b) of the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 8110(b)) is amended in paragraphs
((A) and (2)(A) by striking 2024 each
place it appears and inserting ‘2025°.

(e) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) COMMODITIES.—Subsection (a) does not
apply with respect to mandatory funding
under the following provisions of law:

(A) Section 1614(c)(4) of the Agricultural
Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9097(c)(4)).

(B) Section 12314(h) of the Agricultural Act
of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 2101 note; Public Law 113-79).

(C) Section 12315(f) of the Agricultural Act
of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 7101 note; Public Law 113-79).

(D) Section 12316(a) of the Agricultural Act
of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 7101 note; Public Law 113-79).

(2) CONSERVATION.—

(A) MANDATORY FUNDING.—Subsection (a)
does not apply with respect to mandatory
funding under the following provisions of law
for fiscal years 2024 and 2025:

(i) Section 12400(b)(3) of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb-2(b)(3)).

(ii) Section 1240R(f)(1) of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb-5(f)(1)).

(iii) Subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section
1241(a)(1) of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16
U.S.C. 3841(a)(1)).

(iv) Section 2408(g)(1) of the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018 (7 U.S.C. 8351 note).

(B) LIMITATIONS.—Subsection (a) does not
apply with respect to limitations under the
following provisions of law:

(i) Section 1240G of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa-17).

(ii) Section 1240L(f) of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa—-24(f)).

(3) NUTRITION.—Subsection (a) does not
apply with respect to the mandatory funding
in section 203D(d)(5) of the Emergency Food
Assistance Act of 1983 (7 U.S.C. 7507(d)(5)).

(4) RURAL DEVELOPMENT.—Subsection (a)
does not apply with respect to the manda-
tory funding in section 313B(e)(2) of the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C.
940c-2(e)(2)).

(5) RESEARCH.—Subsection (a) does not
apply with respect to mandatory funding
under the following provisions of law:
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(A) Section 1446(b)(1) of the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3222a(b)(1)).

(B) Section 1672E(d)(1) of the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990
(7 U.S.C. 5925g(d)(1)).

(C) Section 7601(g)(1)(A) of the Agricultural
Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 5939(g)(1)(A)).

(6) ENERGY.—Subsection (a) does not apply
with respect to mandatory funding under the
following provisions of law:

(A) Section 9002(k)(1) of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
8102(k)(1)).

(B) Section 9003(g)(1)(A) of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 8103(g)(1)(A)).

(C) Section 9005(g)(1) of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
8105(g)(1)).

(7) HORTICULTURE.—Subsection (a) does not
apply with respect to mandatory funding
under the following provisions of law:

(A) Section 7407(d)(1) of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
59256c(d)(1)).

(B) Section 2123(c)(4) of the Organic Foods
Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 6522(c)(4)).

(C) Section 10606(d)(1)(C) of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 65623(d)(1)(C)).

(D) Section 10109(c)(1) of the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-
334).

(8) MISCELLANEOUS.—Subsection (a) does
not apply with respect to mandatory funding
under the following provisions of law:

(A) Section 209(c) of the Agricultural Mar-
keting Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1627a(c)).

(B) Section 12605(d) of the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018 (7 U.S.C. 7632 note).

(f) REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
any requirement under a provision of law de-
scribed in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) to
submit a report on a recurring basis, and the
final report under which was required to be
submitted during fiscal year 2024, shall con-
tinue, and the requirement shall be carried
out, on the same recurring basis, until the
later of the dates specified in paragraph (2)
of that subsection.

(2) APPROPRIATIONS REQUIRED.—If discre-
tionary appropriations (as defined in section
250(c) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency
Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 900(c)))
are required to carry out a reporting require-
ment described in paragraph (1), the applica-
tion of that paragraph to that reporting re-
quirement shall be subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations.

(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section and the
amendments made by this section shall be
applied and administered as if this section
and those amendments had been enacted on
September 30, 2024.

DIVISION E—OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 5101. COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COM-
MISSION WHISTLEBLOWER PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1(b) of Public
Law 117-25 (135 Stat. 297; 136 Stat. 2133; 136
Stat. 5984) is amended, in paragraphs (3) and
(4), by striking ‘“‘October 1, 2024’ each place
it appears and inserting ‘‘March 14, 2025”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as if
enacted on September 30, 2024.

SEC. 5102. PROTECTION OF CERTAIN FACILITIES
AND ASSETS FROM UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT.

Section 210G(i) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 124n(i)) is amended by
striking ‘“‘December 20, 2024’ and inserting
‘““March 14, 2025°.
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SEC. 5103. ADDITIONAL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT.
Section 3014 of title 18, United States Code,
is amended by striking ‘‘December 23, 2024’
and inserting ‘‘March 14, 2025,
SEC. 5104. NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY PROTEC-
TION SYSTEM AUTHORIZATION.
Section 227(a) of the Federal Cybersecurity
Enhancement Act of 2015 (6 U.S.C. 1525(a)) is
amended by striking ‘“December 20, 2024’° and
inserting ‘‘March 14, 2025.

SEC. 5105. EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY ORDER
FOR FENTANYL-RELATED SUB-
STANCES.

Effective as if included in the enactment of
the Temporary Reauthorization and Study of
the Emergency Scheduling of Fentanyl Ana-
logues Act (Public Law 116-114), section 2 of
such Act is amended by striking ‘‘December
31, 2024’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2025"°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. COLE) and the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms.
DELAURO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oklahoma.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R.
10545.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 10545, the American Relief Act
of 2025. This bill provides continuing
appropriations to keep the government
open and operating through March 14,
2025.

When the House Appropriations Com-
mittee began our process of drafting
bills for fiscal year 2025, we knew we
had to work quickly to put the House
in the best position possible. To that
end, we successfully reported all 12 of
our annual appropriations bills out of
committee and succeeded in passing
five of them across the floor of the
House by the end of July.

Unfortunately, the House does not
act on its own, and I am sorry to say
that, whether we like it or not, our col-
leagues in the Senate have input into
the process. To date, the Senate has
yet to pass a single fiscal year 2025 ap-
propriations bill across the floor.

As time has gone on, we have reached
the deadline of December 20, meaning
another extension is necessary.
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Today’s bill extends government
funding through March 14, which will
grant Congress the needed time to
reach a final agreement on our FY25
spending bills. It will also give Presi-
dent-elect Trump an opportunity to
participate in the process.

Governing by continuing resolution,
Mr. Speaker, is never ideal, but Con-
gress has a responsibility to keep the
government open and operating for the
American people. The alternative, a
government shutdown, would be dev-
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astating to our national defense and
our constituents, and would be a grave
mistake.

Today’s bill, Mr. Speaker, avoids
such a self-inflicted error. Today’s bill
will also provide much-needed relief to
Americans struggling to recover from
recent natural disasters.

This includes destruction in my own
district, which faced tornados that
ripped through Oklahoma, and it will
especially provide support for commu-
nities ravaged by Hurricanes Helene
and Milton.

The devastation caused by these
storms and other disasters is heart-
breaking. Congress must act. In this
bill, we provide $100 billion in supple-
mental emergency disaster funding.
This will provide the necessary disaster
recovery aid for States and commu-
nities as our fellow citizens rebuild and
restore.

Finally, the bill also provides $10 bil-
lion in economic assistance for our
farmers and ranchers. In the wake of
many natural disasters and a difficult
farm economy, our farmers and ranch-
ers are in dire need of economic assist-
ance.

While there is still a long road ahead
for recovery efforts and rebuilding, this
aid will mark a vital step forward and
will help preserve family farms and
ranches across the country while also
continuing to ensure food and agricul-
tural security for our Nation.

For these reasons, Mr. Speaker, I
urge all my colleagues to vote in sup-
port of H.R. 10545 today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
this continuing resolution. We had a
strong bipartisan and bicameral agree-
ment among the leadership of both par-
ties at both ends of the Capitol to avert
a disastrous and pointless government
shutdown, to provide desperately need-
ed disaster aid and emergency assist-
ance, and to provide Congress with the
time required to enact full-year fund-
ing bills for fiscal year 2025, which is
our responsibility.

That bill was a result of a com-
promise. There were things in it Demo-
crats liked and Republicans did not.
There were things in it Republicans
liked that Democrats would have pre-
ferred to leave out, but that is the na-
ture of government funding bills. They
require compromise, which we accom-
plished with the support of Democrats
and Republicans in the House and in
the Senate, in order to become the law
of the land.

That was true throughout the 118th
Congress, despite Republicans’ re-
peated and failed efforts to write ex-
treme and partisan funding bills, and
that will be true in the 119th Congress
as well.

We are on the cusp of an agreement
to move this country forward. Then 2
days ago, a multibillionaire with ap-
parently no working knowledge of our
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government or of appropriations, some-
one who is a self-appointed president of
the United States, Elon Musk, issued a
marching order for House Republicans
to go against their own elected leader-
ship and shut down the government.

House Republicans are responsible
for any harm and uncertainty brought
upon the American people. Should
some get their wish for a month-long
government shutdown, they will be re-
sponsible for cleaning up their mess
come Inauguration Day.

Indeed, we are in completely unprec-
edented times when someone who has
no knowledge of government, who has
no knowledge of an appropriations
process, and who is external to the
House of Representatives can make his
weight felt here in turning what was a
bill that was on its way—a bipartisan
bill, a bicameral bill was on its way to
achieving its goal of keeping the U.S.
Government open. The goal, actually,
is providing services to American citi-
zens, to working families, middle-class
families, vulnerable families, where
our responsibility lies.

The world’s richest man, reaping bil-
lions in government contracts, is call-
ing the shots in the Republican Party.
At the behest of the world’s richest
man who no one voted for, the United
States Congress has been thrown into
pandemonium.

It leads you to the question of who is
in charge. I thought that there was a
Republican majority in this body, not a
president Musk majority.

We had a bill on Tuesday that was
the result of a year and a half of work
and which had the input, as I have said,
of Republicans and Democrats. It rep-
resented their interests, the interests
of their constituents, their concerns,
and the needs of their constituents.
This bill that we are discussing right
now has no such bipartisan input.

This was no deal or no agreement, ex-
cept for among a small group of House
Republicans. The bill removes key pro-
visions to limit the power of pharma-
ceutical companies, which means our
prescription drug prices and what hap-
pens to the rising prescription drug
prices which families can’t get to in
order to be able to deal with any illness
they have or to save their lives.

It removes a provision to protect
SNAP recipients, people at risk of hun-
ger, from the theft of their benefits. It
struck a provision from our colleague,
Congresswoman WEXTON, to support re-
search into treatments and cures for
childhood cancer.

I am a cancer survivor. I know what
it means to have a cancer diagnosis. I
know what it means when parents are
told your child has cancer. We want to
remove the provision that supports re-
search into treatments and cures for
childhood cancer?

It drops necessary pandemic pre-
paredness and response programs, in-
cluding the strategic national stock-
pile. I know that is something that my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
are very concerned about and always
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work to protect what we do with the
strategic national stockpile.

It also drops the necessary efforts for
our hospital preparedness programs.
That is for hospitals all over the coun-
try. I might add, that is really a big
problem for rural American hospitals,
which are clamoring for these efforts.

It also shortchanges programs to pre-
pare for future public health emer-
gencies, like bird flu, which we now
know is striking people on the West
Coast of this country in California.

This bill also abandons our bipar-
tisan efforts to ensure American dol-
lars and intellectual property are rein-
vested in American businesses and
workers instead of fueling the China
Communist Party’s technology and ca-
pabilities.

I am deeply disappointed that this bi-
partisan priority was abandoned after
president Elon Musk bullied Repub-
licans into going back on their word.
This is Musk, who got rich off of $20
billion in Federal contracts for his
companies.

He now makes half of his company’s
cars at Tesla’s $7 billion plant in
Shanghai. He clearly does not want to
have to answer any questions about
how much he plans to expand his busi-
ness and businesses in China and how
many American technologies he plans
to sell to the highest bidder.

It is chapter and verse. There are
many more pieces of fact about his re-
lationship with China, and he has spent
the last few years cozying up to the
Chinese Communist Party to protect
his own business interests.

The fight is not over. This is some-
thing that simply must be done to safe-
guard our supply chains and our crit-
ical capabilities. American policy
should be set on behalf of America’s
workers, not billionaires who cozy up
to Communist China.

We must immediately return to con-
sidering the bipartisan, bicameral com-
promise legislation that Speaker JOHN-
SON, Leader SCHUMER, Leader JEFFRIES,
Leader MCCONNELL, and, I might add,
the four corners of the Committee on
Appropriations, which are the chair of
the House Committee on Appropria-
tions, myself as ranking member, the
chair of the Senate Committee on Ap-
propriations, Senator MURRAY, and the
ranking member on the Senate side of
appropriations, Senator SUSAN COL-
LINS. This is the group that con-
structed the deal on behalf of the
American public, and those services are
now being shortchanged.

We must unequivocally reject the il-
legitimate oligarchy that seeks to
usurp the authority of the United
States Congress and of the American
people.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. MEUSER).

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the agreement reached be-
tween the two houses, the incoming
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Trump White House and the Repub-
lican-led United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. Speaker, CRs are not ideal. They
are not preferred, but come the New
Year, we will begin a new era of regular
order. As well, I expect we will be
working in a concerted manner for the
next 4 years to, borrowing a phrase,
‘““Make America Great Again.”

As we are all aware, the vacuum of
leadership from the current White
House has been filled already by the in-
coming White House. The Trump DOGE
team also proved to be consequential,
Mr. Speaker, rooting out unnecessary
provisions throughout this govern-
ment-funding process, streamlining
bloated legislation, and exposing it to
the American people, which resulted in
a better, leaner deal and a reduction of
pages in the bill from 1,547 to 118, a
huge reduction, all done in Trump
time.

This legislation delivers responsible
disaster relief, targets spending reduc-
tions, includes an agreement to address
the debt ceiling, and avoids a govern-
ment shutdown.

Our work will reflect the will of the
people to carry out the America First
agenda. We must deliver results to
show the American people that we are
serious about correcting the course of
our Nation, and this bill is the first
step in that direction.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE), the distin-
guished ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I heard
my colleague on the Republican side
talk about the reduction in the number
of pages in the bill. What I want to
point out is by reducing the number of
pages, which is not the issue, they re-
duced the help for the American people
that is in this bill. That is what the Re-
publicans have done.

At the beginning of the week, we had
a bipartisan bill that provided critical
relief for the American people. From
my perspective on the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, what we have
done over the last year was hear from
our constituents. We had hearings to
hear about what was necessary to
lower costs, to provide relief for people
that, as you know, feel very strongly
that prices are too high, that there are
all kinds of problems with corporate
interests and websites that are not pro-
tecting their interests, not protecting
their privacy, and soliciting all kinds
of things with misinformation. We are
the committee that deals primarily
with healthcare, with consumer protec-
tion, with environmental concern.

What we did is worked on a bipar-
tisan basis to put together in this leg-
islation proposals that would really
make a difference from what we heard
from our constituents around the coun-
try.
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Now, that is what has been taken out
of this bill, and it has been taken out
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because one man, a billionaire, decided
to tell my Republican colleagues that
he did not want this bill. I am not
going to try to figure out why he
doesn’t want it, but obviously, you
know, the types of things that I am
talking about are not the things that
he would want in the bill.

What are we talking about here?
What was taken out of this bill?

Well, first, my colleague, the ranking
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, mentioned pediatric cancer and
rare disease therapies, research for
cancer for kids that are facing cancer
problems; community health centers;
teaching health centers to provide for
more primary care doctors were ex-
tended for 2 years and then for 5 years
with more funding for that purpose;
and prescription drug reforms.

One of the biggest problems that we
face right now. Is called PBMs, phar-
maceutical benefit managers. Theoreti-
cally what they are supposed to do is
work between the insurer or the indi-
vidual and the drug companies to re-
duce prices, but because there is no
transparency, what they actually do is
pocket the money that they have nego-
tiated, the savings that they have ne-
gotiated for themselves, rather than
give it back to the consumer.

What we did on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee is we said, no, we
want reform of PBMs. That basically is
sort of a way of saying that if they ne-
gotiate savings, that has to go back to
the consumer to lower costs, to lower
the costs for prescription drugs, which
is one of the biggest things that people
are concerned about now, it is one of
the biggest costs they have in
healthcare.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the gentleman an additional 30 sec-
onds.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, these
are the types of things that have been
taken out of this bill: healthcare pro-
tections, consumer protections, envi-
ronmental protections, safety protec-
tions. These are the types of things
that have been taken out of this bill
because some billionaire, the richest
man on Earth, decided that he didn’t
want those things.

This has now become a bill that has
taken out anything that is essentially
important for consumer or health pro-
tection or for relief to lower costs for
the American people.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER),
my very good friend.

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, tonight
let’s put the politics aside. We are here
right now discussing a bill that has
very good things in it. As my good
friend Mr. COLE says, let’s not fight
about what is not in it at this moment.

We know that Democrats had prior-
ities in it earlier, and Republicans had
priorities in this bill earlier. We are
going to break the fever here in Wash-
ington and stop putting the Christmas
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tree gifts in at the last minute that
cost American taxpayers millions and
millions of dollars.

Let’s talk about what is in this bill.

For the small family farmer, for that
dairy farmer from Minnesota that was
in my office 48 hours ago begging me
for assistance, this bill will help that
farmer and many other farmers across
this great country.

For the victims of the hurricanes,
Helene and Milton, the victims tonight
who are sleeping in tents, Mr. Speaker,
because they don’t have a house, there
is American rescue. Taxpayers are
going to come and help you tonight.
Through no fault of your own you suf-
fered through a hurricane, and the U.S.
Congress tonight, the House of Rep-
resentatives, are going to vote to sup-
port you.

This is a clean resolution with the
debt ceiling. This is what my good
friends and colleagues on the other side
of the aisle wanted just yesterday.

Let’s talk about the good things that
are in it. To our farmers, we will sup-
port you, both Republicans and Demo-
crats. To our victims of natural disas-
ters, we will support you tonight. This
is a clean CR, and I support this resolu-
tion.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. ALFORD),
my very good friend.

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, ‘twas 5 days before Christ-
mas, and all through this House, not a law-
maker was resting, not even their spouse.

The CR was stalled, the debates full of
heat, while a shutdown shadow loomed over
our streets.

My friends, it is time to fund our defense
and aid for our farms and disaster relief to
protect our very own citizens from harm.

Our farmers work hard. They deserve every
chance to grow and to prosper, advance, and
enhance.

Mr. Speaker, this Christmas, this Christ-
mas let’s give we the people their due, a
funded government from leaders who are
true.

So as we vote on this CR, let’s keep this in
sight: America First, and to all a good night.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I advise my
friend I am prepared to close whenever
she is, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, if the
gentleman would understand that I am
waiting for someone else who was com-
ing, but I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I would in-
quire as to how much time is remain-
ing on each side.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma has 12% min-
utes remaining. The gentlewoman from
Connecticut has 7 minutes remaining.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I just want
to take a moment to address some-
thing the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. PALLONE), my very good friend,
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had to say about what is not in the bill.
Again, as another speaker referenced, 1
always believe you look at legislation
according to what is in the bill and
don’t worry about what is not in it.
Make the judgment on what is there.

The reality is, in this bill we keep
the government open. My friends favor
that. I hope they vote that way to-
night. In this bill we provide badly
needed aid to Americans that are suf-
fering in a disaster. I know my friends
favor doing that. I hope they vote ac-
cordingly tonight.

As several speakers have mentioned,
we provide much-needed assistance to
America’s rural economy. I hope my
friends actually support that as well
with a positive vote tonight.

I also want to point out, and I speak
now not as a Republican or a Democrat
but as an appropriator: I for one think
these very good ideas that people have
ought to generally move to the floor as
separate bills. One of the reasons peo-
ple distrust this institution is because
we quite often pile things on bills that
are totally unrelated.

Everything that my friends on the
other side and I negotiated in the ap-
propriations area is actually in this
bill and actually as negotiated. I think
it is unfortunate—and we do this on
both sides, so I am not trying to score
political points, but as I said, I am
speaking as an appropriator. I hope we
get back to doing what we should do
and that is move legislation through
this body appropriately, as narrowly
focused as possible, and these end-of-
the-year or end-of-the-session or just
before breaks massive bills I don’t
think serve the American people well. I
don’t think they serve this institution
well.

I know many of my friends on the
other side actually agree with that.
Let’s look at this as an opportunity to
step back and actually focus on what
our job here is. We have no more im-
portant job than funding the govern-
ment, helping Americans in disaster,
assisting folks over a long-term crisis
in rural America and then closing down
our business and going home. These
other matters can and should be dealt
with next year, and as has been indi-
cated if they are generally bipartisan
in nature, they ought to move through
on their own. That is just my thought,
my reflection.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

I would like to take a moment of my
time that I have to highlight that we
did come to an agreement and ac-
knowledge there are things in this bill
that reflect the bipartisan and bi-
cameral agreement on disaster relief. I
also might add, as the ranking member
on Appropriations, we came to agree-
ment on moving forward on appropria-
tions bills. The supplemental, by the
way, includes substantial Democratic
wins.

Since the summer of 2023, we have
been pushing Republicans for a com-
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prehensive disaster supplemental. I am
pleased that we have an agreement on
$100 billion in disaster aid, and that in-
cludes $8 billion for emergency high-
way funds, including paying the full 100
percent cost to replace the Key Bridge
in Maryland; $2.3 billion for disaster
loans for small businesses; more than
$3 Dbillion for water infrastructure
grants from the EPA; and $1.5 billion
for the Army Corps of Engineer
projects; $12 billion for community de-
velopment block grants to assist with
long-term housing, infrastructure, and
economic recovery needs; and $21 bil-
lion in disaster assistance to farmers,
to producers. This, by the way, is sepa-
rate from the agreement on an addi-
tional $10 billion for farm aid.

I might add that at the outset of the
negotiations I think it is important to
know that there were those on the
other side of the aisle who wanted to
really cut the disaster effort even to
have to provide offsets for the disaster.
That was very real. Democrats held the
line and said, no, no, that we would get
$100 billion for disaster aid because of
how critically important it is.

I might add, there was agreement, as
well as what Democrats talked about
on disaster relief. There was also agree-
ment on pediatric cancer and rare dis-
ease research, community health cen-
ters, teaching health centers, prescrip-
tion drug reform, pediatric therapies.
This was all agreed to. It wasn’t that
we were saying we don’t want disaster
relief, you don’t want this. We came to
a conclusion that these were all of the
pieces that were needed to move for-
ward.

I also might add because I am very
concerned about our supply chain and
what happens with regard to what we
transmit and provide for the Com-
munist Party for China, and while I
support all of disaster pieces and I sup-
ported all the health pieces, it is mad-
dening that the Republicans walked
away from that bipartisan priority, the
outbound investment to ensure Amer-
ican dollars and intellectual property
are reinvested in America’s businesses
and workers instead of fueling the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s technology
and their capabilities; and that, again,
which can be documented is something
that is critically important that it not
be there to Elon Musk because of all of
his efforts and contracts that he has
and the work that he has in China.
That should not enter into how we
craft a bill that serves the American
people and American workers.

It is unfortunate the way that this
process has worked out.

You know, we want to and we really
need to rely on each other. We need to
rely on each other to keep our word
that when we have an agreement that
we keep that agreement. I said this, as
well, yesterday. I think all of us know
here in the Congress that the only
thing that we have is our credibility
and our word. That is what allows us to
move forward to trust one another, to
move forward on legislation that helps
and serves the American people.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

O 1730

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance my time.

Mr. Speaker, I want to begin and re-
iterate a point that I made earlier. I
know my good friend from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO) and I may disagree to-
night on this particular instance, but I
think as a broad principle we probably
do agree that it is much better, hon-
estly, that as appropriators, we are not
carrying everybody else’s weight.
Sometimes the mule finally breaks
down.

I would just tell my friends, working
in good faith, particularly on bipar-
tisan bills like we had in WIOA reau-
thorization and some of the health
issues that were mentioned earlier,
please bring your bills to the floor
under your own time. Don’t try to
catch a ride with us right at the end.
People hate that.

Our own Members don’t get a chance
to read the bills in some cases. The
public doesn’t get a chance to hear a
full debate on the issue. It is simply
not good governance. I would actually
argue that this legislation is focused
and easy to understand and easy to
read.

The parts that are important to it
are really only about 130 pages. Those
are the things that the Appropriations
Committee did, and we did it in a bi-
partisan fashion and in good-faith de-
bate. All of those things are in this
bill.

I tell my friends on both sides of the
aisle, and I say this, again, not in a
partisan sense at all. Remember that if
you vote ‘“‘no’’ on this bill, you are ef-
fectively voting to shut down the gov-
ernment.

If you vote ‘“‘no’’ on this bill, you are
effectively voting to deny assistance to
Americans who suffered enormously
from natural disasters.

If you vote ‘“‘no’’ on this bill, you are
effectively voting ‘“‘no’> to help rural
America in a time of crisis on our
farms and ranches all throughout the
country.

The stakes are pretty clear here. I
am hopeful we agree on all these
things. We don’t have any partisan dis-
agreement. These are things that we
agree on, and there is nothing in this
bill certainly that my friends on the
other side disagree with. There may
certainly be some other disagreements
here or there. Broadly speaking, this is
something we should do.

None of us or most of us do not want
to shut down the government. It is not
a good thing for the country. I can go
on, and we can get into a debate. 1
would like to be, you know, in a give-
and-take of debate as much as anybody
else. It is, after all, the holiday season.
I know I have Members that are anx-
ious to get home and be with their fam-
ilies and their friends in the holiday
season.

I simply want to conclude by wishing
everybody a merry Christmas, a happy

Hanukkah, or whatever would be ap-
propriate in their faith or tradition. I
hope my colleagues have a wonderful
and blessed New Year and that we have
a great year for America in store ahead
of us.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair wishes to express appreciation on
behalf of the House to Members for the
tone and tenor of tonight’s debate and
express appreciation to the staff on
both sides of the House for working
through these last 48 hours.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
CoOLE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 10545.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 366, nays 34,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 29, as
follows:

[Roll No. 517]

YEAS—366

Adams Ciscomani Franklin, Scott
Aderholt Clark (MA) Frost
Aguilar Clarke (NY) Fry
Alford Cleaver Gallego
Allen Cline Garbarino
Amo Cohen Garcia (IL)
Amodei Cole Garcia (TX)
Arrington Collins Garcia, Robert
Auchincloss Comer Gimenez
Babin Connolly Golden (ME)
Bacon Correa Goldman (NY)
Baird Courtney Gomez
Balderson Craig Gonzalez, V.
Balint Crawford Gosar
Barr Crenshaw Gottheimer
Barragan Crow Graves (LA)
Bean (FL) Cuellar Graves (MO)
Beatty D’Esposito Green (TN)
Bentz Davids (KS) Green, Al (TX)
Bera Davidson Griffith
Bergman Dayvis (IL) Guest
Beyer Davis (NC) Guthrie
Bice De La Cruz Hageman
Bilirakis Dean (PA) Harder (CA)
Bishop (GA) DeGette Hayes
Blunt Rochester  DeLauro Hern
Bonamici DelBene Higgins (LA)
Bost Deluzio Hill
Bowman DeSaulnier Himes
Boyle (PA) Diaz-Balart Hinson
Brown Dingell Horsford
Brownley Doggett Houchin
Buchanan Donalds Houlahan
Budzinski Duarte Hoyer
Bush Duncan Hoyle (OR)
Calvert Dunn (FL) Hudson
Cammack Edwards Huffman
Caraveo Ellzey Huizenga
Carbajal Emmer Issa
Cardenas Escobar Ivey
Carey Eshoo Jackson (IL)
Carl Espaillat Jackson (NC)
Carson Estes Jackson (TX)
Carter (GA) Ezell Jacobs
Carter (LA) Feenstra James
Carter (TX) Finstad Jayapal
Cartwright Fischbach Jeffries
Casar Fitzgerald Johnson (GA)
Case Fitzpatrick Johnson (LA)
Casten Fleischmann Johnson (SD)
Castor (FL) Flood Jordan
Castro (TX) Fong Joyce (OH)
Chavez-DeRemer Foster Joyce (PA)
Cherfilus- Foushee Kamlager-Dove

McCormick Foxx Kaptur
Chu Frankel, Lois Kean (NJ)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee
Kiley
Kilmer
Kim (CA)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)
Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Lee Carter
Leger Fernandez
Letlow
Levin
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luna
Luttrell
Lynch
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Manning
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
MecClain
MecClellan
MecClintock
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
McHenry
Mclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)

Banks
Biggs
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Brecheen
Burchett
Burlison
Cloud
Clyde
Crane
Curtis
DesdJarlais
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Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler

Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Nickel
Norcross
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Peltola
Pence
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Posey
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz

Rulli
Ruppersberger
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill

NAYS—34

Fulcher
Gongzales, Tony
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Grothman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hunt

Lesko

Lopez

Mace

Massie

Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Spartz
Stansbury
Stanton
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Stevens
Strickland
Strong
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Timmons
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wagner
Walberg
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Wexton
Wied
Wild
Williams (GA)
Williams (NY)
Wilson (FL)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

McCormick
Mills
Mooney
Ogles
Perry
Rosendale
Roy

Self
Tiffany
Van Duyne

ANSWERED “PRESENT”—1

Allred
Blumenauer
Bucshon
Burgess
Clyburn
Costa

Evans
Fallon
Ferguson
Fletcher

Crockett

Garamendi
Garcia, Mike
Granger
Greene (GA)
Grijalva
Lamborn
Lieu
Luetkemeyer
Moulton
Napolitano

NOT VOTING—29

Newhouse
Pelosi
Phillips
Rodgers (WA)
Steube

Suozzi

Waltz
Wenstrup
Williams (TX)
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Mr. GROTHMAN changed his vote
from ‘‘aye’ to ‘‘no.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. ALLRED. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
during the time of votes due to illness. Had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 517, H.R. 10545, American Relief Act
2025.

———

RESEARCH SECURITY AND
ACCOUNTABILITY IN DHS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill
(H.R. 9748) to require the Under Sec-
retary of the Science and Technology
Directorate of the Department of
Homeland Security to develop a De-
partment-wide policy and process to
safeguard research and development
from unauthorized access to or disclo-
sure of sensitive information in re-
search and development acquisitions,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

TSA COMMUTING FAIRNESS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill
(H.R. 8662) to reduce commuting bur-
dens on Transportation Security Ad-
ministration employees, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
SPEAKER
The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives:
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WASHINGTON, DC,
December 20, 2024.

I hereby designate the period from Friday,
December 20, 2024, through the remainder of
the 118th Congress, as a ‘‘district work pe-
riod”” under section 3(z) of House Resolution
5.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

RECOGNIZING MITCHELL ANGOVE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the outstanding achievement of Warren
County native Mitchell Angove.

Mitchell was recently named to
Forbes’ ‘30 Under 30 List.”” This list is
produced annually by Forbes magazine
and recognizes notable individuals
under the age of 30 nationwide.

A native of Pennsylvania, Mitchell
attended the Eisenhower High School
in Russell, Pennsylvania. He graduated
in 2018 and earned his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees throughout the fol-
lowing years.

Today, Mitchell is the cofounder and
CEO of Feanix Biotechnologies. This
company is helping transform the agri-
culture industry by analyzing animal
genomes to predict traits such as size,
milk production, and other key health
factors.

As the chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture, I have seen
firsthand the issues currently affecting
our American farmers, and I am proud
to see motivated individuals such as
Mitchell continue to pursue advance-
ments that could help farmers nation-
wide.

———
MAUI MINUTE NO. 30

(Ms. TOKUDA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, this is
my 30th Maui minute. After months of
delay, three successive requests from
President Biden, and unnecessary anx-
iety for millions of Americans courtesy
of the richest man in the world, Con-
gress will now finally send much-need-
ed disaster recovery funding across the
country.

For over a year, I have led bipartisan
efforts pushing to deliver this aid to
Maui. We have delivered speeches in
this Chamber and we have sent letters
to leadership to introduce amendments
that were blocked.

Finally, we got this done. This dis-
aster recovery package will provide a
much-needed boost to meeting all our
people’s needs. The package will send
over $2.1 billion in Federal disaster re-
lief to Hawaii, including about $1.6 bil-
lion in the Community Development
Block Grant Disaster Recovery Fund,
or CDBG-DR, $350 million to rebuild
drinking water and wastewater infra-
structure, and $72 million to rebuild
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roads and bridges. It will replenish the
Small Business Administration’s dis-
aster loans program so homeowners
and small businesses can continue to
recover.

For my Maui constituents still recov-
ering from the deadly fires, it has been
far too long of a wait, but our work
will not stop here. We will use these
dollars to rebuild housing and infra-
structure, restore our ‘‘‘aina,” ‘“land,”
and bring our Maui ‘‘ ‘ohana,” ‘‘fam-
ily,” home.

RECOGNIZING TEAM MICHIGAN

(Ms. STEVENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
the concluding salvo of this Congress
to thank the 118th session for allowing
me to advocate for the incredible con-
stituents and communities that com-
prise my district, from our robust man-
ufacturing economy, to our amazing
public schools, to the hardworking
tradespeople building homes and new
factories.

Most of all, I recognize my team, the
staff here in Washington, D.C., and in
Farmington Hills, who had sleeves
rolled up and helping people each and
every day. We have authored over 31
unique bills, 2 that have become signed
into law, and 6 that passed this very
Chamber.

Here is to the 118th session and more
to come.

———
SEASON OF GRATITUDE

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Still I rise, Mr.
Speaker, very honored and very proud
to stand here and have this preeminent
opportunity to speak for 1 minute.

Mr. Speaker, I speak tonight with an
expression of gratitude because this is
the season of giving and the season of
being grateful for that which we have.

I thank all of the many persons who
have made it possible for us to have
these opportunities. I am especially
grateful to the staff that I have. They
have worked tirelessly over this year.

While everything did not go as I
would have had it, I do appreciate the
fact that there will not be a shutdown,
that the American people can go on
about their way, and enjoy this and
make it the best holiday ever.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues and I
should thank each other for getting
this done. There ought to be thanks to
the 196 Democrats and to the 170 Re-
publicans.

————
ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to section 3(z) of House Resolution

5, the House stands adjourned until 10
a.m. on Tuesday, December 24, 2024.
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Thereupon (at 6 o’clock and 13 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the

House adjourned until Tuesday, De-
cember 24, 2024, at 10 a.m.
———
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-6488. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Walnuts Grown in California; In-
creased Assessment Rate [Doc. No.: AMS-SC-
24-0039] received December 4, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

EC-6489. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, Agricultural Marketing Service, Spe-
cialty Crops Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Pears Grown in Oregon and Wash-
ington; Marketing Order Approval Require-
ment [Doc. No.: AMS-SC-22-0079] received
December 4, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.

EC-6490. A letter from the Senior Congres-
sional Liaison, Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, transmitting the Bureau’s final
rule — Truth in Lending Act (Regulation Z)
Adjustment to Asset-Size Exemption Thresh-
old received December 19, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

EC-6491. A letter from the Senior Congres-
sional Liaison, Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, transmitting the Bureau’s final
rule — Home Mortgage Disclosure (Regula-
tion C) Adjustment to Asset-Size Exemption
Threshold received December 19, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

EC-6492. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, National Institutes of Health, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Clinical Trials Registration and Results In-
formation Submission [Docket No.: NIH-2024-
0001] (RIN: 0925-AAT71) received December 5,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-6493. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Transmittal
No. DDTC 24-088 Certification of Proposed
Issuance of an Export License Pursuant to
Sec 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-6494. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Transmittal
No. DDTC 24-043 Certification of Proposed
Issuance of an Export License Pursuant to
Sec 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-6495. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Transmittal
No. DDTC 24-060 Certification of Proposed
Issuance of an Export License Pursuant to
Sec 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-6496. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Department of Health and Human
Services, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Use of Federal Real Property To
Assist the Homeless (RIN: 0991-AC14) re-
ceived November 12, 2024, pursuant to 5
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U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-6497. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Specialist, General Services Adminis-
tration, transmitting the Administration’s
final rule — Use of Federal Real Property To
Assist the Homeless (RIN: 3090-AK46) re-
ceived November 25, 2025, pursuant to b5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-6498. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s
summary presentation of final rules — Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation; Federal Acqui-
sition Circular 2025-02; Introduction [Docket
No.: FAR-2024-0051, Sequence No.: 7] received
December 18, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-6499. A letter from the Policy Advisor,
National Wildlife Refuge System, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — National Wildlife Refuge System;
2024-2025 Station-Specific Hunting and Sport
Fishing Regulations [Docket No.: FWS-HQ-
NWRS-2024-0034; FXRS12610900000-245-
FF09R20000] (RIN: 1018-BH17) December 3,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-6500. A letter from the Chief Regu-
latory Officer, Citizenship and Immigration
Services, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Increase of the Automatic Extension Period
of Employment Authorization and Docu-
mentation for Certain Employment Author-
ization Document Renewal Applicants [CIS
No.: 2785-24; DHS Docket No.: USCIS-2024-
0002] (RIN: 1615-AC78) received December 13,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-6501. A letter from the Chief Regu-
latory Officer, Citizenship and Immigration
Services, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Application of Certain Mandatory Bars in
Fear Screenings [CIS No.: 2776-24; DHS Dock-
et No.: USCIS-2024-0005] (RIN: 1615-AC91) re-
ceived December 18, 2024, pursuant to b5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-6502. A letter from the Chief Regu-
latory Officer, Citizenship and Immigration
Services, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Modernizing H-2 Program Requirements,
Oversight, and Worker Protections [CIS No.:
2740-23; DHS Docket No.: USCIS-2023-0012]
(RIN: 1615-AC"76) received December 18, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-6503. A letter from the Chief Regu-
latory Officer, Citizenship and Immigration
Services, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Modernizing H-1B Requirements, Providing
Flexibility in the F-1 Program, and Program
Improvements Affecting Other Non-
immigrant Workers [CIS No.: 2766-24; DHS
Docket No.: USCIS-2023-0005] (RIN: 1615-
ACT0) received December 18, 2024, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

EC-6504. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Establishment of Categorical Reasonable Pe-
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riod of Time for Action on Requests for
Water Quality Certification Under Section
401(a)(1) of the Clean Water Act and Clari-
fying Types of Hydroelectric Project Pro-
ceedings That May Require Water Quality
Certification [Docket No.: RM24-5-000] re-
ceived December 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-6505. A letter from the Adjutant Gen-
eral, Veterans of Foreign Wars, transmitting
the proceedings of the 124th National Con-
vention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the United States, held in Phoenix, Arizona,
July 22-27, 2023 (H. Doc. No. 118—185); to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and ordered
to be printed.

EC-6506. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Service’s final rule — Taxable
Income or Loss and Currency Gain or Loss
With Respect to a Qualified Business Unit
[TD 10016] (RIN: 1545-BO07) received Decem-
ber 17, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

EC-6507. A letter from the Senior Attor-
ney, Office of the Chief Counsel for Trade En-
forcement and Compliance, Enforcement and
Compliance, International Trade Adminis-
tration, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Regula-
tions Enhancing the Administration of the
Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Trade
Remedy Laws [Docket No.: 241206-0317] (RIN:
0625-AB25) received December 16, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

EC-6508. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s IRB only rule — Revised
Timeline Regarding Implementation of
Amended Section 6050W(e) [Notice 2024-85]
received December 17, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

EC-6509. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s IRB only rule — Exempt
organization rulings and determination let-
ters procedures (Rev. Proc. 2025-5) received
December 17, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. BOST: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
Activities Report (Rept. 118-941). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

—————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. GARBARINO:

H.R. 10543. A bill to reauthorize the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

By Mr. TIMMONS (for himself and Mr.
TORRES of New York):
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H.R. 10544. A bill to specify the treatment
of covered non-fungible tokens under the se-
curities laws, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. COLE (for himself and Mr.
EDWARDS):

H.R. 10545. A Dbill making further con-
tinuing appropriations for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2025, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committees on Appropriations
and the Budget; considered and passed.

By Mr. BEYER:

H.R. 10546. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow the disclosure
of certain business tax return information to
the Bureau of Economic Analysis and the
Bureau of Labor Statistics for certain statis-
tical purposes; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mr. COURTNEY (for himself, Mrs.
HAYES, and Mr. BISHOP of Georgia):

H.R. 105647. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act to expand the
Magnet Schools Assistance Program; to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce.

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 10548. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to protect children’s
health by denying any deduction for adver-
tising and marketing directed at children to
promote the consumption of food of poor nu-
tritional quality; to the Committee on Ways
and Means, and in addition to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. HIGGINS OF LOUISIANA:

H.R. 10549. A bill to abolish the Environ-
mental Protection Agency; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Agriculture,
Transportation and Infrastructure, and
Science, Space, and Technology, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. ISSA (for himself,
OBERNOLTE, and Mr. CLINE):

H.R. 10550. A bill to amend the Trademark
Act of 1946 to clarify the applicability of
Federal trademark law in the area of digital
replicas of identifying characteristics of in-
dividuals, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. LEE OF PENNSYLVANIA:

H.R. 10551. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to permit a retired member of
the Armed Forces to serve as a required
member of the funeral honors detail for the
funeral of a veteran; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Ms. LEE OF PENNSYLVANIA (for her-
self and Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin):

H.R. 10552. A bill to require the Secretary
of Agriculture to cancel existing school meal
debt; to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce, and in addition to the Committee
on Agriculture, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ:

H.R. 10553. A bill to amend title 54, United
States Code, to increase amounts deposited
in the Historic Preservation Fund, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources, and in addition to the Committee
on the Budget, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Ms. PORTER:

H.R. 10554. A bill to direct the Secretary of

Defense to submit to Congress annual re-

Mr.
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ports on medical malpractice claims by
members of the uniformed services; to the
Committee on Armed Services.
By Mr. SMITH oF NEW JERSEY (for
himself and Mr. VAN DREW):

H.R. 10555. A bill to create mechanisms by
which state law enforcement can coordinate
with the federal government to detect and
stop drones involved in unlawful activities,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, Homeland Security, and Armed Serv-
ices, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. VAN DUYNE (for herself and
Mr. CRENSHAW):

H.R. 10556. A bill to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to promptly comply
with State requests for information regard-
ing the citizenship status of an individual; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. VAN DUYNE:

H.R. 10557. A bill to prohibit the use of Fed-
eral funds for congressional earmarks tar-
geted to a State or unit of local government
that is a sanctuary jurisdiction; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. VARGAS:

H.R. 10558. A bill to amend the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1980 and the
Housing Act of 1949 to make financial assist-
ance available to DACA recipients, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Mr. GARBARINO:

H.R. 10543.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill extends the National Flood Insur-
ance Program through September 30, 2025.

By Mr. TIMMONS:

H.R. 10544.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To define non-fungible tokens and exempt
consumptive NFTs, those used for private,
personal, or familial use from securities law.

By Mr. COLE:

H.R. 10545.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The principal constitutional authority for
this legislation is clause 7 of section 9 of ar-
ticle I of the Constitution of the United
States (the appropriation power), which
states: “No Money shall be drawn from the
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropria-
tions made by Law . . . .”” In addition, clause
1 of section 8 of article I of the Constitution
(the spending power) provides: ‘“The Con-
gress shall have the Power . .. to pay the
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Debts and provide for the common Defence
and general Welfare of the United States . . .
. Together, these specific constitutional pro-
visions establish the congressional power of
the purse, granting Congress the authority
to appropriate funds, to determine their pur-
pose, amount, and period of availability, and
to set forth terms and conditions governing
their use.

The single subject of this legislation is:

The making of continuing appropriations
and disaster relief supplemental appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025.

By Mr. BEYER:

H.R. 10546.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To allow the disclosure of federal business
tax data to the Bureau of Economic Analysis
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics for statis-
tical purposes.

By Mr. COURTNEY:

H.R. 105647.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act to expand the Magnet Schools
Assistance Program.

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 10548.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the United States Constitution
and its subsequent amendments, and further
clarified and interpreted by the Supreme
Court of the United States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This legislation would amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to protect children’s
health by denying any deduction for adver-
tising and marketing directed at children to
promote the consumption of food of poor nu-
tritional quality.

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana:

H.R. 10549.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitu-
tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or any Department or Officer there-
of”

The single subject of this legislation is:

To abolish the Environmental Protection
Agency.

By Mr. ISSA:

H.R. 10550.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 8 provides Con-
gress with the power to promote the
“Progress of Science and useful Arts, by se-
curing for limited Times to Authors and In-
ventors the exclusive Right to their respec-
tive Writings and Discoveries.”’

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Trademark Act of 1946 to
clarify the applicability of Federal trade-
mark law in the area of digital replicas of
identifying characteristics of individuals,
and for other purposes.

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 10551.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 14 provides Con-
gress with the power to make rules for the
government and regulation of the land and
naval forces.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Veterans
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Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 10552.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 18 allows Con-
gress to make all laws ‘“‘which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into execu-
tion” any ‘‘other’ powers vested by the Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Agriculture and Food

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ:

H.R. 10553.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Historic Preservation

By Ms. PORTER:

H.R. 10554.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To direct the Secretary of Defense to sub-
mit to Congress annual reports on medical
malpractice claims by members of the uni-
formed services

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey:

H.R. 10555.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Law Enforcement Authorities

By Ms. VAN DUYNE:

H.R. 10556.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Sec. 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Elections

By Ms. VAN DUYNE:

H.R. 10557.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Appropriations

By Mr. VARGAS:

H.R. 10558.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Housing and Community De-
velopment Act of 1980 and the Housing Act of
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1949 to make financial assistance available
to DACA recipients.

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 451: Mr. CROW.

H.R. 472: Mr. CROW.

H.R. 791: Mr. GOMEZ.

H.R. 827: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

H.R. 866: Ms. TLAIB, Mr. TAKANO, and Mr.
DAVIs of North Carolina.

H.R. 1002: Mr. POCAN, Mr.
TLAIB, and Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 1235: Mr. TAKANO, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr.
COHEN, and Mr. SOTO.

H.R. 1244: Mrs. LEE CARTER.

H.R. 1406: . BROWNLEY.

H.R. 1538: . DAVIS of Illinois.

H.R. 2530: . DELBENE.

H.R. 2961: . WATERS.

H.R. 3036: . CLINE.

H.R. 3611: . WiLLIAMS of Texas.

H.R. 3777: . NEGUSE.

H.R. 3998: . NEGUSE.

H.R. 4052: . MULLIN and Mr. NICKEL.

H.R. 4579: . MENG.

H.R. 4974: . MCCLELLAN.

H.R. 5104: . NEGUSE.

H.R. 5126: . SPANBERGER.

H.R. 5344: . SPANBERGER.

H.R. 5577: . HAGEMAN.

H.R. 5645: . NICKEL.

H.R. 5663: . KEATING.

H.R. 5937: . NEGUSE.

H.R. 5962: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Ms. LOF-
GREN, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. NOR-
TON, and Ms. STEVENS.

H.R. 5976: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois.

TAKANO, Ms.

H.R. 6021: Ms. TITUsS, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
McCoLLuM, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. LOFGREN,
Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, and Mr.

GOTTHEIMER.

. 6373: Mr. CROW.

. 7039: Mrs. LEE CARTER.

. 7062: . NEGUSE.

. 7127: . TAKANO and Mr. CASTEN.

. 7573 . ROBERT GARCIA of California.
. '7666: . HAGEMAN.

. 7670: . PAPPAS.

. 7958: . KEATING.

. 8200: Mr. CARBAJAL.

. 8331: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas and Ms.

. 8370: Mr. TAKANO and Mr. SOTO.

December 20, 2024

H.R. 8540: Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 8617: Ms. NORTON, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr.
TRONE, Ms. SPANBERGER, Ms. TOKUDA, and
Mr. FROST.

H.R. 8714: Ms. MENG.

H.R. 8996: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas.

H.R. 9156: Ms. TLAIB.

H.R. 9164: Mr. LAHoOD, Mr. SoTO, and Mr.
SUO0ZZI.

H.R. 9497: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 9564: Mr. CROW.

H.R. 9699: Mr. HUNT, Ms. TENNEY, Mr.
JOYCE of Ohio, Mr. EZELL, Mr. SCOTT FRANK-
LIN of Florida, Mr. WITTMAN, Mrs. HINSON,
and Mr. BERGMAN.

H.R. 9770: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky.

H.R. 9792: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 9855: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 10268: Ms. MENG and Ms. LEE of Penn-
sylvania.

H.R. 10318: Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana.

H.R. 10512: Mr. NEWHOUSE.

H.R. 10514: Mr. ROSE.

H. Res. 991: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois.

———

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

PT-56. The SPEAKER presented a petition
of Mr. Gregory D. Watson, a citizen of Aus-
tin, TX, relative to requesting enactment of
Federal legislation that would prohibit Fed-
eral, State, or local taxation upon disburse-
ments from the Social Security program;
which was referred to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

———

DISCHARGE PETITIONS—
ADDITIONS AND WITHDRAWALS

The following Members added their
names to the following discharge peti-
tions:

Petition 18 by Mr. COHEN on House Reso-
lution 1452: Ms. DeGette, Mr. Boyle of Penn-
sylvania, Ms. Titus, Mr. Carbajal, Mr. Garcla
of Illinois, Mr. Landsman, Ms. Velazquez,
Mrs. Fletcher, Mr. Castro of Texas, Mr. Nad-
ler, Mr. Soto, Mr. Meeks, Mrs. Hayes, Ms.
Brown, Ms. Brownley, Mr. Ruiz, Mr.
Huffman, Mrs. Dingell, Ms. Sanchez, Ms. Da-
vids of Kansas, Mr. Courtney, and Mr. Crow.

Petition 20 by Mr. MOULTON on House
Resolution 1560: Mr. Garcla of Illinois, Mr.
Kennedy, and Mr. Allred.
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The Senate met at 10 a.m., on the ex-
piration of the recess, and was called to
order by the Honorable ALEX PADILLA,
a Senator from the State of California.

———
PRAYER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s opening prayer will be offered by
the wonderful Senator from the State
of Oklahoma JAMES LANKFORD.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Wonderful Counselor, mighty God,
everlasting Father, Prince of Peace,
the One who holds the government on
Your shoulders, we are grateful for all
the joy in this Christmas season. When
we were arrogant, powerless, and with-
out hope, You came.

The first Christmas You set the ex-
ample of humility. You are the suf-
fering servant who loved us and forgave
us when we could bring You nothing.
We could never say thank You enough.

A prayer of blessing on the Senators
who are retiring from the Senate this
week. In the days ahead, help them to
hear Your voice and to know Your af-
fection.

I pray for my friend Chaplain Barry
Black and his family as they care for
him. Give him rest, healing, and fresh
insight into Your word and vision in
the days ahead.

Father, You told us that when we
lack wisdom, we should ask You. We
are asking now. As we start this day,
we do not know how it will end, but we
are fixing our eyes on You, and we are
asking for Your help. If You could
guide the wise men from the East with
a star, You can certainly guide us with
Your wisdom and with Your presence.

Today, would You give us the clarity
of mind to hear Your thoughts, the hu-
mility to listen to each other, and the
boldness to do the right thing the right
way.

Senate

Forgive us as only You can and heal
our land as we turn to You.

I pray this in the powerful and
present Name of Jesus. Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, December 20, 2024.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ALEX PADILLA, a Sen-
ator from the State of California, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. PADILLA thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the following nomination, which the
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Benjamin J.
Cheeks, of California, to be United

(Legislative day of Monday, December 16, 2024)

States District Judge for the Southern
District of California.
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if Re-
publicans do not work with Democrats
in a bipartisan way very soon, the gov-
ernment will shut down at midnight.

It is time to go back to the original
agreement we had just a few days ago.
It is time the House votes on our bipar-
tisan CR. It is the quickest, simplest,
and easiest way we can make sure the
government stays open while deliv-
ering critical emergency aid to the
American people.

If the House put our original agree-
ment on the floor today, it would pass,
and we could put the threat of a shut-
down behind us. Our agreement would
keep the government open, provide
emergency aid for communities bat-
tered by hurricanes and other natural
disasters, support our seniors, support
our doctors, nurses, rural hospitals,
and protect our farmers from the dairy
cliff.

As I said, the only—only—way to get
anything done is through bipartisan-
ship.

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Mr. President, now on Senate busi-
ness, as the Senate continues working
on government funding, the Senate has
other matters to attend to on the floor.

Today, the Senate is scheduled to
vote on two more district judges: Ben
Cheeks to be the district judge for the
Southern District of California and
Serena Murillo to be the district judge
for the Central District of California.

For the information of my col-
leagues, our first vote will be at 11
o’clock to advance the Cheeks nomina-
tion. If cloture is invoked, the Senate
will then vote to confirm Judge Cheeks

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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sometime this afternoon. And after
that, we will proceed with a rollcall
vote to advance the Murillo nomina-
tion. It is my hope that we can finish
voting on these two judicial nominees
by the end of the day.

SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT

Mr. President, finally, the Senate
will keep working on the Social Secu-
rity Fairness Act. We should pass the
bill sent to us by the House as soon as
we can. It is very important for our re-
tired teachers and firefighters and
postal workers and police officers and
s0 many other public servants who de-
serve their full Social Security bene-
fits.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The Senator from Iowa.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I am
here to visit with my colleagues about
the Social Security bill that is before
the Senate, but before I do that, I
would like to give my point of view
from past shutdowns of the Federal
Government and why the shutdown of
the Government is a bad idea.

Usually, people approach shutting
the Government down because they
have some big scheme they want to ac-
complish, and they will accomplish it
during the negotiations to opening up
the Government or accomplishing from
the threat of shutting down the Gov-
ernment. What I have found in past in-
stances when that has been tried: You
shut the government down. You open
the government up. And that Member
or Members have not accomplished the
goal that they wanted to accomplish.

It costs money to shut the Govern-
ment down. It costs money during this
week to get ready to shut the Govern-
ment down. And after a period of time
of a day or, at the most, 35 days, about
6 or 7 years ago, Government opens up,
and it costs money to open the Govern-
ment up.

The Government is supposed to be a
service for the American people, and
you can’t serve the American people
when the Government isn’t operating.
So I hope that something can be ac-
complished today or tomorrow so the
Government stays open.

SOCTAL SECURITY TRUST FUND

Mr. President, now to the Social Se-
curity trust fund, that fund is speeding
toward insolvency. Come 2033, seniors
will automatically see their retirement
benefits cut 25 percent, absent congres-
sional action. Congress should be work-
ing toward a consensus on legislation
to ensure that this never happens. In-
stead, we are on the cusp of enacting
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significant changes to Social Security
that will result in larger cuts that
would normally happen 2033 but now
happen sooner. If the bill before us is
enacted, a typical senior would see
their benefits cut by an additional
$4,000 and 6 months earlier than that
date that is predicted now to be the
yvear 2033. That is quite a stocking
stuffer for 50 million seniors that de-
pend on Social Security, some who
have no other income, like from pen-
sions, for example.

While the vast majority of seniors
stand to receive a lump of coal for
Christmas, a select few State and local
government employees will be gifted a
boost in their benefits. In Iowa, only 1
percent of the retirees would benefit,
while everyone else would get less.
That doesn’t sound fair to me.

Now, don’t get me wrong. I have
great respect for the government work-
ers in Iowa. This includes the police offi-
cers and firefighters to whom we owe our
gratitude. Congress should work to address
the inequities that the bill before us is try-
ing to solve.

Let’s be crystal clear: This bill would
increase unfairness in how Social Secu-
rity benefits are calculated. The Social
Security windfall elimination provi-
sion—or WEP, as it is called around
here—which this bill repeals, addresses
a real concern that exists in how the
Social Security benefit formula works,
or more, how it fails to work when the
government employee spends most of
their career in non-Social Security
covered positions. The Social Security
benefit formula is designed to be pro-
gressive; that is, it provides a low-in-
come worker a more generous benefit
relative to their contributions com-
pared to a middle-class income indi-
vidual. As a result, absent the windfall
elimination provision, senior-level em-
ployees who spend most of their career
not contributing to Social Security,
while also earning a high salary and a
government pension, would receive a
generous Social Security benefit work-
ing as few as 10 years covered by Social
Security.

The Social Security formula treats
those 10 years as if this was their only
income during their working life and
therefore provides an unfair bonus.
That is simply not fair to the average
private sector worker who spends their
entire career paying Social Security
taxes, earning similar or lower pay
than the government workers but re-
ceives less Social Security benefit per
dollar paid in.

Now, you don’t have to take this Sen-
ator’s word for it. AARP, the premiere
voice for senior citizens, says as much
in its website, noting that repealing
the WEP without replacing it would
allow individuals to inaccurately re-
ceive a higher Social Security benefit
than if they had worked their whole ca-
reers in jobs covered by Social Secu-
rity.

This unfairness doesn’t only exist be-
tween government workers and private
sector workers. Most States have opted
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into Social Security for the vast ma-
jority of their workers. These States’
government employees and retirees
covered by Social Security see no ben-
efit under this bill.

In Iowa, only 8 percent of govern-
ment workers are not covered by So-
cial Security. For some States, it is
fewer than 5 percent. But there hap-
pens to be a handful of States where 50
percent or more of their workers are
exempt from Social Security and thus
don’t pay Social Security taxes. For in-
stance, in the State of Massachusetts,
it is over 97 percent of their govern-
ment employees.

Can you imagine that? Liberal Mas-
sachusetts thinks their government
employees are too good for Social Se-
curity.

It is these States that will be the big
winner under this bill. Effectively,
States like Iowa, where the vast major-
ity of government employees are cov-
ered by Social Security, are being
asked to subsidize the retirement of
government workers in Massachusetts,
California, Colorado—States that
largely choose to opt out of Social Se-
curity.

I have put forward a commonsense
and fiscally responsible amendment. It
would address the inequity that can
arise due to how current law addresses
noncovered $Social Security employ-
ment without the unfairness that will
arise under the bill before us.

My amendment would pay for the re-
peal of the windfall elimination provi-
sion and the government pension off-
set, while also making Social Security
fair for everyone.

Under my amendment, if State and
local employees who are not currently
covered by Social Security voluntarily
opt in to Social Security, these rules
are repealed for current and future re-
tirees of that State’s government pen-
sion system.

Only current workers under 52 or
with at least 10 years until retirement
would need to join Social Security.
This helps ensure such workers will
work long enough to earn Social Secu-
rity benefits. They would also be able
to get the benefit of the more generous
Social Security formula.

The underlying bill would raid from
the Social Security trust fund $200 bil-
lion. In contrast, my amendment would
increase Social Security solvency by
$100 billion if all States took advantage
of my proposal. So that is a win-win for
everyone.

Now, I know that this bill will prob-
ably be debated under no opportunity
to offer my amendment or an amend-
ment by Senator CRUZ of Texas that
would also be more fiscally responsible
than the bill before us and not harm
senior citizens by reducing their in-
come from the Social Security trust
fund 6 months sooner than otherwise.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.
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Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

GAZA

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, we
are all here, getting ready to leave
after we fund the government and re-
turn home to our families. We get pret-
ty excited about this time of year
thinking about the holidays to come.
We are heading home to our loved ones.
We know there will be extended family
gatherings. There will be games with
the children. There will be exchanges
of presents. There will be food. There
will be awesome food—ham, turkey, all
kinds of wonderfully crafted vegetable
dishes—and there will be so much that
we can drink. Oh, yes. There will be
wine varieties. There will eggnog; per-
haps some of it will be spiked. There
will be carbonated apple juice or cran-
berry juice for the kids. We will put it
into glasses, and we will have a toast.
We will really celebrate life. We will
celebrate life with a roof over our
heads, with our loved ones close by,
and with our cupboards well-stocked.

Also in these holidays, there will be
time for reflection in every religious
tradition. For those of us who are for-
tunate to have that roof over our heads
and food in the cupboards and our
loved ones close by, we will recognize
that, for so many, that is not the case.
For so many here in the United States,
who by virtue of economic conditions
or the ravages of disease or mental af-
flictions, they will not have a roof over
their heads; they may not have family
members close by; they may not even
have a cupboard, let alone one that is
well-stocked. We will ponder our re-
sponsibility to try to improve those
conditions.

We will ponder the landscape across
the broader globe, knowing that in
many places, people have been so rav-
aged by natural disasters, so affected
by conflict and war. I am sure we will
see programs and commentary about
Sudan, where millions have been dis-
placed by civil war and by drought and
by famine; or in Burma, where so many
are suffering escalating violence; or in
Ukraine, where people are brutalized
by Putin’s invasion, in the efforts to
defend their country.

No matter where you look, there is
no shortage of suffering, but the place
that weighs the heaviest on my heart
this season is the Middle East. We have
the families of Israel continuing to
grieve the losses of 1,200 of their own
loved ones on October 7, 2023. We have
families in Israel who continue to not
know the fate of their loved ones taken
hostage—whether they are alive,
whether they are dead, whether they
are being cared for, whether they are
suffering. Will they be released? And
there will be an empty chair at the
table.

The victims in Israel weigh on my
heart, but the Palestinian victims also
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weigh on my heart, individuals in the
West Bank—Palestinians who have suf-
fered from decades of occupation, of
the economic constraints and indignity
that come from checkpoints, that come
from land lost to settlements and to
outposts, to olive orchards bulldozed
down, to lives lost and injuries suffered
from increasing violence by settlers
against Palestinian villagers.

But, by far, the most devastated
communities are the Palestinian com-
munities in Gaza because of the ex-
traordinary level of devastation. And it
weighs on my heart because of the con-
nection between the United States and
Israel, our close connection with our
ally, where we share security strate-
gies, where we provide economic and
military assistance. We share intel-
ligence on the issues of the world. We
are so closely connected that we are
connected to the devastation in Gaza.

Since October 7, 2023, more than
45,000 Palestinians in Gaza have died.
More than 100,000 have been severely
injured. The vast bulk of those injured
and those who have died are women
and children and seniors—people who
have no connection whatsoever to
Hamas, which conducted the raids on
October 7 of 2023. The devastation is
massive.

This same picture, taken in North
Gaza, could be almost copied for com-
munity after community from north to
south of Gaza.

Of the 2.1 million people, the Pal-
estinians in Gaza, some 1.9 million—al-
most everyone, that is—are without a
home, either because their home has
been blasted into smithereens or be-
cause they have been forcibly moved to
a different location within Gaza—
forced relocation.

A year ago, Senator VAN HOLLEN and
I went to Rafah gate. We had hoped to
get inside Gaza to see with our own
eyes and talk to people and understand
better the devastation, but what we
heard a year ago was that all of the
fundamentals for a normal community
were devastated. Shelter I have already
spoken to—the 1.9 million people relo-
cated either because they were forced
to flee or because their homes no
longer existed; that the phone net-
works were down; that the cell net-
works were down; that the internet
networks were down. Even if they were
up, people had very little opportunity
to recharge their cell phones because
there wasn’t electricity. So the power
was down. The transportation was
down because many roads were impass-
able. Food was in short supply, driving
malnutrition a year ago. Clean water
was often unavailable a year ago.

A year ago, Senator VAN HOLLEN and
I could not get into Gaza. Reporters
have not been allowed into Gaza except
for very carefully monitored, short vis-
its monitored by the Netanyahu gov-
ernment. Humanitarian organizations
were having a hard time getting in and
often had to do a very careful exchange
of an exact number for an exact num-
ber coming out.
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But as we stood there at that gate, a
couple of doctors came out, and I spent
some time talking to them. One of
them was a burn specialist, who de-
scribed how hard it was to treat many
of the massive burns he had witnessed.
The other was a bone doctor, and he
said: I can treat the broken bones, but
I can’t necessarily treat the soft tissue
damage that comes from the shock
waves that emanate from all of the ex-
plosions taking down the buildings.
The impact, he said, of a blast’s radius
in terms of the shock waves was even
greater than the physical damage.

We were able to talk to humanitarian
organizations of aid workers who had
been in Gaza, and they said: Under-
stand this—that we are seasoned work-
ers who have been in the worst places
in the world. We have been in Yemen.
We have been on the frontlines of
Ukraine. We have been in Sudan. Noth-
ing compares to the devastation in
Gaza.

That was a year ago.

I was particularly affected by hearing
about the challenges of mothers. Moth-
ers receive our attention particularly
when they are carrying babies because
all our efforts go to making sure that
delivery—that child will come safely
into the world, healthy into the world,
and that the mother will be cared for.
But what we heard from the humani-
tarian organizations was that hunger
was driving malnutrition and mal-
nutrition made people more susceptible
to disease, and for mothers, it meant
increases in miscarriages, increases in
stillbirths, increases in very low birth
weight babies, increases in the dif-
ficulty of mothers’ breastfeeding their
children because they were too mal-
nourished to produce milk, and babies
getting sick because when formula was
used, if available, the water might be
contaminated.

Think about the children you have
brought into the world or that your
wife or your partner has brought into
the world and how horrific it would be
to see those circumstances.

This time of year is a time of year in
my spiritual tradition where we think
a lot about the challenges Mary went
through. She and Joseph were trav-
eling from Galilee to Bethlehem, and
they were traveling there at the time
that Mary was very pregnant with
Jesus, because a census had been or-
dered by Roman Emperor Caesar Au-
gustus, and they were required to be
there and report to Joseph’s ancestral
home of Bethlehem. Traveling the
roads when one is pregnant is very
hard. And then they weren’t able to
find a room in Bethlehem, and Mary
went into labor and delivered in a
barn—not ideal circumstances.

Because of this time of year and be-
cause we think about that story so
much, the mothers in Gaza—their con-
ditions are so much worse. It is some-
thing we can connect with. And now
the children in Gaza are entering their
second year in this devastation. Some
have some format of school, but many
do not.
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Now, we here in America know—we
know—what COVID did to interrupt
the education of our children. Some did
well with tutors. Many suffered isola-
tion. Many suffered setbacks in what
they learned. Many are still carrying
that challenge forward as they seek
education. So we can also connect to
the children of Gaza who have had
their education, their lives so dis-
rupted—Ilives disrupted by a lack of
food and water, instability, a lack of
safety.

Two weeks ago, an ambassador from
the Middle East drew attention to a
part of Gaza in worse shape than the
rest of Gaza, and he referred to this
area. Specifically, it is North Gaza.
And where is North Gaza? You have
northern Gaza and southern Gaza sepa-
rated by the Netzarim Corridor that
travels from Israel to the Mediterra-
nean Sea. But then within northern
Gaza, you have Gaza City and then
communities: Beit Lahia, Beit Hanoun,
and Jabalia. In those communities, he
said, there are 65,000 people who are
starving to death because food cannot
get in—65,000 people starving.

We know food conditions have been
horrific in Gaza for a year; but in this
case, it is sustained prevention of food
getting in, and people are starving. He
asserted this, so I asked a visiting offi-
cial from another Middle Eastern coun-
try about this. And he emphasized, yes.
Yes, he said, there are, in fact, 65,000
people or more starving in northern
Gaza, isolated from the rest of the
world.

OK. Well, that is two officials. But
that is a big thing to say. But then this
came out, ‘‘Gaza Humanitarian Access
Snapshot #8.”” It is cosigned by 30 orga-
nizations, organizations like Save the
Children, like CARE, like Mercy Corps,
and 27 others.

What do they say in this report?
They say.

. . . leaving 65,000-75,000 people trapped with-
out food, water, electricity or reliable
healthcare.

That is a direct quote from the re-
port of these 30 humanitarian organiza-
tions.

It goes on to say:

Humanitarian aid has been almost entirely
blocked for 60 days.

It goes on to say that ‘“‘only three
hospitals remain partially operational
with restricted access.” Very little
healthcare.

It says:

The population faces imminent risks of
disease, starvation, and violence without ur-
gent relief.

Without urgent relief.

I called up Cindy McCain. We know
Cindy well here. Cindy McCain is exec-
utive director of the World Food Pro-
gramme. She is the spouse of our
former deceased colleague John
McCain. I said to her: Is this right? Are
65,000 people isolated in north Gaza for
week after week after week, no deliv-
eries of food or virtually none? She
said, ‘“Yes.” She said, yes, that is the
case.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

She didn’t just say it to me. She also
talked about Gaza more broadly. She
said we can no longer sit by and just
allow these people to starve to death.
Children, especially, she said, are
starving to death. The height of mal-
nutrition, the height of hunger in that
region is unbelievably horrible.

In November, the United Nations
made 41 attempts to deliver aid to this
section of north Gaza, to the besieged
people trapped in north Gaza. But 37 of
the 41 attempts were blocked by the
Netanyahu government; four other de-
liveries were not blocked but were
troubled.

Here is the situation. A year ago, we
heard that if there isn’t sufficient food,
chaos will ensue because starving peo-
ple will storm whatever truck there is
that has food because they are des-
perate. The trucks won’t be able to
make it to the warehouse. Or if they do
make it to the warehouse, the ware-
house will be sacked.

We are now in the very condition
that the humanitarian organizations
told us would happen. So very little
food is being allowed in; and what is
being allowed in can’t be distributed in
any significant, organized fashion, and
people are starving. Even if those four
truckloads could have been at the
warehouse and distributed, there is too
little food—a microscopic amount of
food—for the 65,000 people who are
there.

So here we are now. Gaza’s destruc-
tion—this destruction that we saw in
the previous chart, this destruction—
this is carried out by American bombs.
This is how we are complicit in this
situation. It is our munitions that are
being used by the Israel Defense Forces
to produce this result. We are con-
nected; and, therefore, we are morally
connected to the situation in Gaza.

Our weapon packages have included
50,000 120-mm high explosive mortar
rounds. Our provisions have included
more than 32,000 120-mm tank rounds,
more than 14,000 2,000-pound bombs,
and 6,500 500-pound bombs, and hun-
dreds of 250-pound bombs.

Think about a 2,000-pound bomb. This
is like the biggest bomb. The New York
Times described how, when it is
dropped, it is designed to break for-
tified military bunkers. It will create a
massive crater 40 to 50 feet wide. And
when it explodes, it will shatter ‘“‘into
razor-sharp fragments that can Kkill or
incapacitate people over several hun-
dred feet.”

You kind of get the feeling how any
bomb like that is indiscriminate.
Whether it is dropped on the intended
building or it falls somewhere further
afield, it kills a tremendous number of
civilians. We are providing those
bombs.

The Biden administration suspended
the delivery of 200-pound bombs to the
Netanyahu government because of that
and also suspended the 500-pound
bombs. But the Wall Street Journal re-
ported in July that the delivery of the
500-pound bombs had been restored.
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The point here is we continue to be
deeply connected and tied to this dev-
astation in Gaza. It is not just the dev-
astation of civilians, it is also Amer-
ican lives, and it is also international
law.

National Security Memorandum 20—
a process that was created because of
the work of my colleague Senator VAN HOL-
LEN, says this:

It is reasonable to assess that defense arti-
cles covered . .. have been used by Israeli
security forces . . . inconsistent with its
International Humanitarian Law [and the]
obligations for mitigating civilian harm.

So what have we done? It was last
February—now 10 months ago—that a
group of us called on the United States
for ‘““‘Operation Gaza Relief.”” We must
at least provide massive amounts of
humanitarian aid so people are not
starving in Gaza. We have that respon-
sibility.

If we are urging Israel to provide the
aid, which is the best strategy, but
they do not do it, we have the obliga-
tion to provide it. And we did so little.

We have the most massive sealift ca-
pability in the world, and we didn’t use
a single bit of it to address the humani-
tarian crisis in Gaza.

We have two hospital ships that have
a thousand beds each, and we did not
move them into the Mediterranean to
help out. We did not encourage other
nations to provide their hospital ships.

We did do one modest thing. We did a
floating pier that operated intermit-
tently from May to July that had all
kinds of problems breaking up in the
waves. It provided, ultimately—at the
best estimate—enough food for people
of Gaza for a week, not at all address-
ing the magnitude of the challenge.

We had a responsibility to provide
help, independent of any other ces-
sation of hostilities, and we failed.

Yes, we pressed for a cessation of
hostilities. We pressed for a ceasefire.
And I applaud the administration for
doing so. But while that failed, we also
failed. We, America, failed in our re-
sponsibility to provide relief to the hu-
manitarian suffering, on which we are
so closely connected.

Our own law says that if our aid is
impeded—as it has been by the
Netanyahu government—that we can-
not provide arms. But we have been
violating our own law.

6201 says:

No assistance shall be furnished under this
Act or the Arms Export Control Act to any
country when it is made known to the Presi-
dent that the government of such country
prohibits or other otherwise redirects, di-
rectly or indirectly, the transport or deliv-
ery of United States humanitarian assist-
ance.

We have a moral responsibility, and
we have a legal responsibility. So we
must—must—do more. We must do
more in the remaining weeks of this
administration. We must do more in
the opening year of the next adminis-
tration, because these issues of moral
responsibility, these issues of inter-
national law, do not depend on who sits
in the Oval Office.
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So as we stand here about to go home
and celebrate with our big plates of
food and our full pitchers of wine, as
we read our cards calling for peace in
the world, as we offer our prayers, let
us not forget those who suffer in the
Middle East. Let us not forget the fam-
ilies who lost their family members on
October 7 in Israel. Let us not forget
the families in Israel whose family
members are still held hostage. Let us
not forget those on the West Bank suf-
fering the inflictions of local violence.
But most of all, let us not forget the
victims in Gaza and do all we can,
under our moral responsibility, under
our legal responsibility, to come to
their aid.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN
HOLLEN). The Senator from California.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum call.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays
before the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 849, Ben-
jamin J. Cheeks, of California, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of California.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Tammy Duckworth, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Tammy Baldwin, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Debbie Stabenow, Patty Mur-
ray, Amy Klobuchar, Chris Van Hollen,
Jack Reed, Jeanne Shaheen, Andy
Kim, Margaret Wood Hassan, Elizabeth
Warren, Christopher A. Coons, Adam B.
Schiff, Jeff Merkley.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Benjamin J. Cheeks, of California, to
be United States District Judge for the
Southern District of California, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SCHIFF) are necessarily ab-
sent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Florida (Mr. RUBIO) and the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 329 Ex.]

YEAS—49
Baldwin Cantwell Cortez Masto
Bennet Cardin Duckworth
Blumenthal Carper Durbin
Booker Casey Fetterman
Brown Coons Gillibrand
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Hassan Murphy Smith
Heinrich Murray Stabenow
Hickenlooper Ossoff Tester
Hirono Padilla Van Hollen
Kaine Peters Warner
Kelly Reed Warnock
Kim Rosen Warren
King Sanders
Klobuchar Schatz e e
Lujan Schumer Wyden
Markey Shaheen
Merkley Sinema
NAYS—47

Barrasso Fischer Murkowski
Blackburn Graham Paul
Boozman Grassley Ricketts
Braun Hagerty Risch
Britt Hawley Romney
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Cassidy Johnson
Collins Kennedy gggzt gé‘;
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cotton Lee
Cramer Lummis Thuln €
Crapo Marshall Tillis
Cruz McConnell Tuberville
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Mullin Young

NOT VOTING—4
Manchin Schiff
Rubio Vance

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 49, the nays are 47.

The motion is agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Maryland.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 766

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, in a mo-
ment, I am going to be making a unan-
imous consent request. I am going to
wait for Senator GRASSLEY to be on the
floor.

Let me just, if I might, explain what
the unanimous consent will be. It deals
with H.R. 766. I am a proud sponsor of
the Preventive Health Savings Act
since the 113th Congress as it stands.
The Congressional Budget Office scores
budgetary implications of preventive
health legislation in a 10-year time-
frame, limiting Congress’s ability to
understand the long-term impacts of
meaningful prevention policies.

This bicameral, bipartisan legisla-
tion would direct CBO to more accu-
rately reflect the long-term cost saving
potential of preventive healthcare ini-
tiatives and encourage the use of data-
informed preventive health measures.

On March 19 of this year, the House
of Representatives passed this legisla-
tion by voice vote.

Now, here is the challenge we have.
This legislation will allow us to imple-
ment preventive healthcare sooner.
That will save lives and will save dol-
lars. To just give you one example, we
now have a multicancer blood screen-
ing test that could be implemented for
certain targeted populations.

The longer that is delayed—and being
reimbursable under our healthcare sys-
tem—the more people are not going to
have the advantage of that, and more
lives are going to be lost. And later de-
tection of cancer, we know, is a more
costly type of care that is needed, and
it costs more money.

So we have a chance today, because
this is a House-passed bill, to send this
bill to the President, and that is why I
will be making a unanimous consent
request in regards to the bill.
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I know that Senator GRASSLEY has
other legislation that he has been try-
ing to get attached. I will urge him not
to do that because it will, obviously,
mean this bill will not pass. His issue is
not related to the issue that this bill is
about.

I want to thank Senator WHITEHOUSE
and Senator GRASSLEY for their help on
the Budget Committee itself. But this
is our last opportunity to do something
meaningful to implement preventive
healthcare that will save lives and ac-
tually save dollars for the taxpayers of
this country. There is no question
about it. This bill saves money, and we
can get it done now.

Any amendment on it, obviously,
would have to go back to the House,
and there is no possibility that the
House would agree to it.

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of H.R. 766, which was re-
ceived from the House and is at the
desk; further, that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed; and
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Iowa is recognized.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, I have a
counteroffer. But before I get to that, I
want to say, first of all, it is not easy
for me to stand here and object to
something the Senator from Maryland
wants to bring up, because he is a gen-
tleman in the 100 percent way in the
U.S. Senate. So it is not easy to go
against his ideas.

But I want you to know, I have been
working on the this with Representa-
tive BURGESS, the leader in the House
of Representatives, and we offered four
amendments to him. In the negotia-
tions, he agreed to two of them, and
two of them he didn’t agree to. And we
agreed not to push for that amend-
ment.

So we felt that we had good discus-
sions with Representative BURGESS.
But now we are working on the House
bill here, and none of those things that
Burgess agreed to could be. So where
we are is that, even though Burgess
agreed to some compromise, Senators
over here have issues with preventing
Congress from depositing savings into
the Medicare Improvement Fund in
budget years 11 through 30, based upon
CBO estimates of preventing health
savings legislation.

Now, I have no doubt that preventive
medicine saves money, but putting
money in a fund for 11 to 30 years out
can only lead to what we know happens
too often here in the U.S. Senate of
budget gimmicks, saying that we are
going to use funds in a certain fund.
Well, that is a perfectly legitimate
thing to do, but you have to have con-
fidence that what CBO says about that
is going to be legitimate and have
credibility.

And so what I have been trying to
work out with Representative BURGESS
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is just exactly to do that: Put this fund
out there. As you say, it is going to
save money. But I want to make sure
that CBO, when they say something,
we have a way of verifying that.

So I want to say that I appreciate the
intentions of this bill. Increasing pre-
ventive healthcare to improve health
outcomes and help patients and tax-
payers avoid costly treatment and
services down the road is a laudable
goal. However, I am concerned that, as
currently constructed, this bill will
lead to budget gimmicks that will ulti-
mately increase rather than decrease
health spending.

The sponsors are well aware of my
concerns. I worked in good faith to
offer up ideas to address my budget
gimmick concerns. I made it clear I am
willing to compromise. I have already
done so with my most recent offer and
dropped commonsense budget process
reform provisions that I thought were
important. And these budget process
reforms were what was in the famous
Enzi-Whitehouse bill that Senator
Enzi—former-Senator Enzi—and, now,
Senator WHITEHOUSE worked out in
Budget Committee reform. And I have
said that BURGESS was willing to go
along with my changes to establish
commonsense guardrails and to pre-
vent budget gimmicks. But these
changes have been rejected in the Sen-
ate, and my concerns haven’t been ad-
dressed.

The bill before us contains no com-
monsense guardrails, such as requiring
a disclaimer that a supplementary esti-
mate doesn’t replace a CBO 10-year
cost estimate, ensuring supplementary
estimates are separate and distinct
from the 10-year cost estimates, and re-
quiring the Congressional Budget Of-
fice to be transparent in their mod-
eling.

That latter point is based on the
proposition that we expect CBO to
show us how they arrived at figures
dealing with cost savings of some par-
ticular preventive medicine program.

The bill also doesn’t address concerns
about how supplementary analysis
could be used for budget gimmicks in
the future, such as depositing uncer-
tain out-year savings into the Medicare
and Medicaid Improvement Funds.

The bill needs commonsense guard-
rails to prevent budget gimmicks. So I
would like to suggest this alternative.

So I ask the Senator from Maryland
to modify his request to include my
amendment, which is at the desk; that
the amendment be considered and
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the modification?

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, if I might—and,
again, I appreciate Senator GRASSLEY’S
comments about this Senator. I feel
the same about Senator GRASSLEY. He
has been an incredible voice in the U.S.
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Senate, particularly on transparency,
particularly against waste, and has
taken on some of the most challenging
battles here on the floor of the U.S.
Senate.

I have worked on this legislation now
for several Congresses. My partners are
Senator CRAPO, Senator CRAMER, Sen-
ator KING. We have all worked on this
bill together.

And the bill is very simple. It just al-
lows a more realistic budget window
for preventive healthcare. And it is
something that we have been talking
about for a long time so that we don’t
get trapped with high upfront costs
that have large savings, and we never
get to the savings because CBO cannot
score it under the current budget rules.

The challenges that Senator GRASS-
LEY is raising are not in this bill. We
have worked very closely with the
budget people to make sure that this
bill does not contain the concerns that
Senator GRASSLEY is raising.

The Senator might be raising a very
legitimate concerns, but it is not this
legislation that is causing it. This leg-
islation only allows us to be able to im-
plement in a more realistic way pre-
ventive healthcare services with legiti-
mate cost estimates and offsets so that
we can get the savings from preventive
healthcare and implement preventive
healthcare sooner, saving lives and dol-
lars.

We can make progress on this issue
now. The problem is twofold with the
request that is being made. First, the
potential abuse is not in this legisla-
tion. It deals with a broader issue. And
then, secondly, if this bill is amended,
I think Senator GRASSLEY also under-
stands the chances of passage are zero.
There is no possibility that this bill
can be taken up in the House at this
late stage.

So this is our last opportunity. I
came to the floor today and not before
because 1 respect greatly Senator
GRASSLEY and his concerns, and I was
hoping we could find a path forward for
that to happen. But there is no path
forward for that to happen now, and by
including the request, I would be sacri-
ficing both bills. And I would hope the
Senator would recognize that and allow
this modest improvement for preven-
tive healthcare to go forward.

With that, I regretfully object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion on the modification is heard.

Is there objection to the original re-
quest?

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, yes, I
object. I would like to—

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Around here, we use
the words ‘‘budget gimmickry’ pretty
freely. And I want to say, as an exam-
ple, that every Senator in this Senate
knows the term ‘‘Medicare sequester”
as a budget gimmick, so something at
the end of the 10-year window we are
going to draw in to spend money today.
That is one example of a budget gim-
mick. I just want to make sure that we
don’t widen that down the road.
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I yield the floor.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

COUNTER-UAS AUTHORITY
EXTENSION ACT

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session and notwithstanding
rule XXII, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of S. 5639, which
was introduced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 5639) to extend the authority for
the protection of certain facilities and assets
from unmanned aircraft.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. PETERS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read
three times and passed and that the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 5639) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 5639

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Counter-
UAS Authority Extension Act’.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF COUNTER-UAS AUTHORI-
TIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY AND THE DE-
PARTMENT OF JUSTICE.

Section 210G(i) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 124n(i)) is amended by
striking ‘‘December 20, 2024’ and inserting
‘“‘September 30, 2025,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, as we
near the deadline to fund the govern-
ment tonight without a clear path
from my Republican colleagues in the
House, it appears that we are once
again on the brink of a government
shutdown. When the clock runs out at
midnight, the current authorities that
the Department of Homeland Security
and the FBI have to safely disable
drones that pose a security threat will
also expire, and we simply cannot let
that happen.

I just received unanimous consent to
pass a bill that will extend the current
authorities for 1 year. I appreciate my
Senate colleagues for joining me in
passing this legislation so that our
Federal law enforcement Agencies can
continue to protect against dangerous
drones while giving us additional time
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to work on bipartisan legislation that
Senator JOHNSON and I have authored
to strengthen counterdrone efforts.

There are now more than 1 million
drones currently registered in the
United States, and the overwhelming
majority of them are used for hobby,
commercial, or law enforcement pur-
poses and in a responsible and legal
way, but we have also seen many in-
stances where drones can pose a serious
threat to the safety of the public, our
critical infrastructure, our airports,
and our communities.

From the reports of drone sightings
in New Jersey that have led to airport
runway closures and caused alarm in
multiple cities to drone incursions at
NFL games that put fans and teams’
safety at risk, we need to be able to
take the appropriate actions to iden-
tify, track, and safely disable drones
that could be a threat.

Earlier this week, I called on the
Senate to pass strong bipartisan legis-
lation that would not only extend the
current authorities we have in place to
take down threatening drones but that
would also help address the current
concerns we are seeing from commu-
nities all across our country by helping
to provide State and local law enforce-
ment with the authority to use tech-
nology to identify and disarm risky
drones so that they can protect our
own communities. Unfortunately, that
legislation was blocked from passing,
and that is why it is so important that
we just passed this 1-year extension so
that the FBI and the DHS will be able
to disable any drones that pose a dan-
ger to public service.

So I want to thank my colleagues for
joining me in passing this 1-year exten-
sion so that we can ensure we will be
able to protect our communities from
any immediate drone threats. I hope
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
will continue to work with me in the
months ahead, along with Senator
JOHNSON, on a larger piece of legisla-
tion that will allow us to more effec-
tively address the risks posed by in-
creasing numbers of drones in our
country.

I yield the floor.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas.
118TH CONGRESS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, it is
hardly breaking news that this is De-
cember 20—5 days before Christmas, a
day celebrated by 2 billion people
throughout the world. It is also the
last day of the 118th Congress, and
there is no better time than the
present to take stock of what we have
done or not done this last year.

Students around the country wrapped
up their semester, and they have come
home with a report card to show their
parents the grades they have earned in
things like math, science, English, and
other subjects. Of course, report cards
are a helpful metric of advancement—
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or not, as the case may be. It is also a
means to hold people accountable—
where they are excelling, where they
need to improve.

Here in the Senate, I think it is im-
portant to issue the Democratic major-
ity a similar report card-style evalua-
tion. People may wonder: Well, why
would it just be of the Democratic ma-
jority and not the Senate as a whole?
Well, obviously each of us represents
our respective State, but there is one
important difference: Only the major-
ity leader, the Democratic majority
leader, sets the Senate’s schedule.

That means we consider bills that
only he calls up for consideration. No
one else in the Senate—not the other 99
of us—can schedule bills for votes.

That also means that what he does
not schedule on the Senate’s calendar
is not comsidered, including bills that
have passed the House, even by broad
bipartisan majorities. And in a few
short days, all the bills that he has
chosen not to schedule will suffer a
quiet death.

The majority leader’s ability to run
this Chamber has repercussions in
every State, city, and community
across the country. As public servants,
we are all accountable to the people we
serve. And leaders of the institution
should be accountable as well, which is
what I want to proceed to do now.

Last year, the majority leader’s re-
port card at the halfway mark of the
congressional session showed that he
had quite a bit of room for improve-
ment in the second half of this 2-year
session. But, unfortunately, I am sorry
to report, he did not improve his per-
formance last year. In fact, in the re-
cent referendum on Senate Democrats’
performance, which is the general elec-
tion of November 5, the American peo-
ple voted for Republicans to take over
the reins of the Senate next year be-
cause they believed the Senate—and
the country—was headed in the wrong
direction.

So let’s start with government fund-
ing. That seems particularly timely
now, since here we are in another gov-
ernment shutdown narrative, which
is—I will show or attempt to show that
it is entirely contrived and is by design
and is not the way the Senate should
be running.

You recall, last year, the majority
leader earned an incomplete on this
subject. I had hopes that we would see
a change in the way we handled the
government funding. So the first 2
months of this calendar year, we saw
the Appropriations Committee pass bi-
partisan appropriations bills that were
never scheduled on the Senate floor.

Now we find ourselves in the exact
same situation as last year. The Appro-
priations Committee did their work,
again, on a bipartisan basis. Many of
the 12 bills they passed were passed
unanimously but never called up or
scheduled for votes here in the Senate.

Leader SCHUMER made the exact
same mistake he made last year. He
procrastinated on scheduling floor time
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to consider the bills, and we are, even
now, as I speak, dealing with the fund-
ing decisions that should have been de-
cided and settled last September.

So here we are, less than 3 days be-
fore the Senate was scheduled to head
home, he negotiated a text of a bill
that was more than 1,500 pages. You
might wonder why is it that he would
fail to call up the 12 funding bills for
the entire rest of the year and then 3
days before we are supposed to leave
for the Christmas recess, propose a
1,500-page bill.

Well, it should seem pretty obvious.
It is because the people who negotiate
that bill are not the rank-and-file
members of the Senate. As a matter of
fact, they don’t even get a chance to
change the negotiated product, which
is done between the so-called Big Four.
So he was hoping to shove through a
“‘cramnibus’ that lawmakers would
not even have time to read, and he
snuck in a pay raise for Congress to
boot.

Now it is only a few days before the
end of the year, and we are in the exact
same boat we found ourselves last year.
We are now tasked with passing a con-
tinuing resolution to kick the can
down the road even more into March.
Again, this should have been addressed
last September.

I must say, I am disappointed but not
entirely surprised. It was part of a
plan.

So I believe that on the appropria-
tions process, keeping the lights on and
keeping the government open, the re-
port card for the Democratic majority
and the majority leader is an F.

Now let’s turn to the National De-
fense Authorization Act. I have said
time and time again on this floor some-
thing that I think we all recognize;
that this is the most dangerous world
since World War II, with North Korea
sending soldiers to fight with the Rus-
sians in Ukraine; with Kim Jong Un
launching missiles over allies of the
United States into the Sea of Japan;
with Hamas and Hezbollah and the
Houthis—the proxies for Tehran—Kkill-
ing innocent people; and then, of
course, the war in Ukraine, which has
tragically gone on for 2 years with hun-
dreds and thousands of people dead. So
you would think that one of the most
important things we would do is pass
the National Defense Authorization
bill—something we have done literally
63 years in a row.

That bill should have been signed
into law by the end of the last fiscal
year, which is September 30. But, yes,
once again, the majority leader—the
only person who can schedule these
bills on the floor—procrastinated.

That bill was finally completed the
last week of the year, more than 2
months past the deadline. But just like
government funding, the majority lead-
er did not learn from his mistakes on
the NDAA.

Two days ago, on Wednesday of this
week, he actually came down here and
brazenly acknowledged what many peo-
ple had said; that they were worried
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that we would not even be able to pass
the Defense Authorization bill this
year because he hadn’t scheduled it for
consideration on the floor. But he came
down and bragged that, yes, here we
are; we are going to vote on the NDAA.
But it is a conference report that rank-
and-file members have never had the
chance to debate and amend on the
Senate floor. This, again, was a bill ne-
gotiated behind closed doors, not in the
light of day with Senators—all 100 Sen-
ators—having a chance to participate.
It was just a railroad job. He acts like
the way he handled it was to his credit,
but just the opposite is true.

Next, we have the farm bill. A strong
and on-time farm bill is essential to
the health and well-being of the agri-
culture industry, the American people,
and our economy.

Texas, which I am proud to rep-
resent, is home to more than 230,000
farms and ranches—more than any
other State in the country. One out of
every seven Texans works in an ag-re-
lated job, so this legislation provides
critical lifelines for the folks back
home. And here again, last year, the
Senate failed to pass a farm bill on a
timely basis and instead Kkicked the
can down the road.

Unfortunately, recently, the chair of
the Agriculture Committee—a Demo-
cratic chair—waited until November—
that was just last month—to release a
partisan farm bill that was simply not
going to cut it for our farmers and
ranchers back home, and it had no
chance of passing because it was strict-
ly a party-line, partisan bill. So in-
stead of working together on a bipar-
tisan basis to pass a fair and effective
farm bill on time, we had to scramble
to include farm assistance in the end-
of-the-year continuing resolution. That
was part of the 1,500-page bill that the
majority leader and others negotiated,
which, unfortunately, does not look
like it is going to go anywhere—that
part of it, the farm assistance.

But we wouldn’t have needed to do
that, or at least not the scale at which
that farm assistance was provided for,
if we had simply done our work on time
and passed a timely farm bill.

Of course, this continuing resolution,
or whatever the House ends up sending
to us, doesn’t allow producers to plan,
doesn’t give them certainty for mul-
tiple years. The least Congress could do
for our farmers and ranchers is to pro-
vide them agricultural assistance now.

Playing politics with the livelihoods
of the very people who grow our crops
and feed the world is unacceptable.
That is why getting our work done on
the farm bill on time is so important,
and it is something that the Repub-
lican majority will deliver on next
year.

So for this Congress, the Democratic
leader, once again, has earned an F for
failing to pass a timely farm bill.

With a C-plus on the NDAA and mul-
tiple F's, we have to wonder, What has
Senator SCHUMER been doing all year?
What has the Senate been doing all
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year if we haven’t done our work on
time? What has happened?

The answer is, we have simply squan-
dered our time. There are 365 days in a
year. According to my colleague, the
incoming Senate majority leader JOHN
THUNE, in 2024, the Senate had been in
session only 116 days out of 365—116
days—as of today. Last year, we were
in session a little bit longer, 124 days.
But this year, we had nine Mondays
during the regular session weeks where
the Senate took an extra recess day
off. So we came in on Tuesday and left
on Thursday. Honestly, looking at it,
we only worked about 2% days a week.

I am relieved that the incoming ma-
jority leader is going to put this Cham-
ber back to work and produce our work
on time next year.

The majority leader has also wasted
a significant part of the year with the
summer of show votes, when he could
have been getting this other essential
work done. Show votes are something
that he knows are not going to pass but
are designed for political messaging or
to embarrass the opposing political
party.

We voted on a number of bills that
were never intended to pass. We voted
on a tax package that hadn’t even been
considered here in the Senate by the
Finance Committee mere hours before
the Senate was scheduled for a recess.

This is a huge bill that hadn’t re-
ceived any input from the Senate Fi-
nance Committee—none. It could not
have been more clear that the majority
leader was playing games, not actually
trying to produce a legislative result.

So the only subject where the Demo-
cratic leader was remotely successful
was this last one here, procrastination.
He gets an A. But no one takes a class
in procrastination. Recess is not a sub-
ject that receives a grade either.

In short, this is an embarrassing re-
port card for the majority leader and
the Democratic majority this last year.

It is no surprise, given this lack lus-
ter performance, that the American
people chose a different direction in
the November 5 election.

While I am disappointed, I am very
much looking forward to working with
my Republican colleagues and Presi-
dent Trump and any willing Democrat
who is willing to join us to make sure
we can report back to the American
people with some better news and a
better report card next year.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
KELLY). The Senator from Hawaii.

———

TRUTH AND HEALING COMMISSION
ON INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL
POLICIES ACT

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, earlier
this week, I spoke about the historic
accomplishments of the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs with my good
friend and vice chair LISA MURKOWSKI
over the last 4 years.

I made it very clear that the founda-
tion of this success—and continues to
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be—Native leaders, communities, and
advocates sharing their priorities and
telling us what is most important to
them.

I also emphasized that we cannot and
will not rest on our laurels because our
progress is still in progress.

That is why, today, we have to pass
S. 1723, the Truth and Healing Commis-
sion on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies Act.

This bill would establish a Federal
commission to investigate the Federal
Indian boarding school era, when the
Federal Government partnered with re-
ligious institutions in an attempt to
assimilate Native children at so-called
schools, often far from their homes and
families, where they were stripped of
their cultures, languages, and identi-
ties and beaten and abused, both men-
tally and physically. Thousands—like-
ly more—died at those schools, and
those who returned home were never
the same.

The Truth and Healing Commission
would turn the page on this shameful
era and help begin the healing process
for Native survivors, descendants, and
communities and those who continue
to experience the generational trauma
and lasting legacy of these policies

today.
S. 1723 passed out of the committee
after extensive Dbipartisan debate.

Since then, Vice Chair MURKOWSKI and
I have worked with the bill’s sponsor,
Senator WARREN, the Native American
Boarding School Coalition, and other
advocates to refine the bill and to ac-
commodate feedback. The current
version of this legislation is the result
of hundreds of hours—hundreds of
hours—of drafting, redrafting, discus-
sion, and tough negotiations.

I will now turn it over to the vice
chair for some remarks before I make a
unanimous consent request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
want to thank and acknowledge Sen-
ator SCHATZ, as well as his team on the
Indian Affairs Committee, for their
work as we have sought to advance S.
1723, the Truth and Healing Commis-
sion on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies Act.

I also want to acknowledge Senator
WARREN for her help on this and, of
course, the Native American Boarding
School Coalition and so many of the
advocates that really, really have
helped us advance this.

As the chairman of the committee
has noted, we have worked this legisla-
tion over a long period of time, and it
is a priority for us in the committee
because, for too long—for far too long—
this dark legacy of the Indian boarding
school era has just kind of sat in the
corner, unrecognized and
unacknowledged.

From 1819 to 1969, the U.S. Govern-
ment forcibly removed Native children
from their families and Tribes and
placed them in boarding schools. These
Indian boarding schools, as they came
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to be called, were not just education
institutions, but, oftentimes, they were
viewed as tools to eradicate Native cul-
tures, languages, and traditions to
“‘civilize” Native American children—
again, a very dark era within our gov-
ernment.

So what we seek to do with this bill
is to create a commission to bring light
to the generational trauma caused by
this time of Indian boarding schools.
By allowing people’s stories to be
heard, we can help honor the experi-
ence of victims and their families, fa-
cilitate healing, and foster greater un-
derstanding and empathy among all
people.

I think this is a good step and an im-
portant step in helping the survivors of
Indian boarding schools and the fami-
lies and communities that were im-
pacted, to help them find healing. We
have heard stories—I have heard sto-
ries—of many in my State who at-
tended boarding schools, some in the
State of Alaska, some outside the
State of Alaska, in the listening ses-
sions that Secretary Haaland led, as
Secretary of the Interior, on this very
important issue. Again, these are sto-
ries that must be recognized. And,
again, I thank those who have shared
them because, at many times, they
were very bpainful, uncovering scars
from the past. But how we can offer
ways to pursue healing is what this
commission is all about.

Again, my thanks to Chairman
ScHATZ for being such a great partner
on this legislation, as well as on so
many other matters that we have been
able to advance successfully through
the committee. And my thanks to the
chairman’s team and to mine, as the
ranking member on the committee. We
have done good work. It has been a suc-
cessful year for the committee.

I am hoping—hoping—that there is a
path somehow and that this legislation
will actually be able to be taken up by
the House of Representatives and
signed into law. That would be a good
and a fitting ending.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session and notwithstanding
rule XXII, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of Calendar No. 432,
S. 1723.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1723) to establish the Truth and
Healing Commission on Indian Boarding
School Policies in the United States, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Indian Affairs with an amendment
to strike all after the enacting clause
and insert in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE—This Act may be cited as
the “Truth and Healing Commission on Indian
Boarding School Policies Act of 2023”°.
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(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Findings.
Sec. 3. Purposes.
Sec. 4. Definitions.
TITLE [—COMMISSION AND
SUBCOMMITTEES

Subtitle A—Truth and Healing Commission on
Indian Boarding School Policies in the United
States

Sec. 101. Truth and Healing Commission on In-
dian Boarding School Policies in
the United States.

Subtitle B—Duties of the Commission
Sec. 111. Duties of the Commission.

Subtitle C—Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee

Sec. 121. Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee.

TITLE II—ADVISORY COMMITTEES

Subtitle A—Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee

Sec. 201. Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee.

Subtitle B—Federal Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee

Sec. 211. Federal Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee.

TITLE III—GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 301. Clarification.

Sec. 302. Burial management.

Sec. 303. Co-stewardship agreements.
Sec. 304. No right of action.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) attempts to destroy Native American cul-
tures, religions, and languages through
assimilationist practices and policies can be
traced to the early 17th century and the found-
ing charters of some of the oldest educational
institutions in the United States;

(2) in June 2021, and in light of the long his-
tory of the assimilationist policies and practices
referred to in paragraph (1) and calls for reform
from Native peoples, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior directed the Department of the Interior to
investigate the role of the Federal Government
in supporting those policies and practices and
the intergenerational impacts of those policies
and practices;

(3) in May 2022, the Department of the Inte-
rior published volume 1 of a report entitled
“Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative In-
vestigative Report’’ (referred to in this section as
the “Report’’), which found that—

(A) as early as 1819, and until 1969, the Fed-
eral Government directly or indirectly supported
approximately 408 Indian Boarding Schools
across 37 States;

(B) American Indian, Alaska Native, and Na-
tive Hawaiian children, as young as 3 years old,
were forcibly removed from their homes and sent
to Indian Boarding Schools located throughout
the United States;

(C) Indian Boarding Schools used systematic,
violent, and militarized identity-altering meth-
ods, such as physical, sexual, and psychological
abuse and neglect, to attempt to forcibly assimi-
late Native children and strip them of their lan-
guages, cultures, and social connections;

(D) the violent methods referred to in sub-
paragraph (C) were carried out for the purpose
of—

(i) destroying the cultures, languages, and re-
ligions of Native peoples; and

(ii) dispossessing Native peoples of their an-
cestral lands;

(E) many of the children who were taken to
Indian Boarding Schools did not survive, and of
those who did survive, many never returned to
their parents, extended families, or communities;

(F) many of the children who were taken to
Indian Boarding Schools and did not survive
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were interred in cemeteries and unmarked
graves; and

(G) American Indian, Alaska Native, and Na-
tive Hawaiian communities continue to experi-
ence intergenerational trauma and cultural and
familial disruption from experiences rooted in
Indian Boarding Schools Policies, which divided
family structures, damaged cultures and indi-
vidual identities, and inflicted chronic physical
and psychological ramifications on American
Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian
children, families, and communities;

(4) the ethos and rationale for Indian Board-
ing Schools is infamously expressed in the fol-
lowing quote from the founder of the Carlisle
Indian Industrial School, Richard Henry Pratt:
“Kill the Indian in him, and save the man.’’;

(5) the children who perished at Indian
Boarding Schools or in neighboring hospitals
and other institutions were buried in on-campus
and off-campus cemeteries and unmarked
graves;

(6) parents of children who were forcibly re-
moved from or coerced into leaving their homes
and placed in Indian Boarding Schools were
prohibited from wvisiting or engaging in cor-
respondence with their children;

(7) parental resistance to compliance with the
harsh, mo-contact policy of Indian Boarding
Schools resulted in parents being incarcerated
or losing access to basic human rights, food ra-
tions, and clothing; and

(8) the Federal Government has a responsi-
bility to fully investigate its role in, and the
lasting effects of, Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies.

SEC. 3. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are—

(1) to establish a Truth and Healing Commis-
sion on Indian Boarding School Policies in the
United States, including other mecessary advi-
sory committees and subcommittees;

(2) to formally investigate, document, and re-
port on the histories of Indian Boarding
Schools, Indian Boarding School Polices, and
the systematic and long-term effects of those
schools and policies on Native American peo-
ples;

(3) to develop recommendations for Federal
action based on the findings of the Commission;
and

(4) to promote healing for survivors of Indian
Boarding Schools, the descendants of those sur-
vivors, and the communities of those survivors.
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘“‘Commission”
means the Truth and Healing Commission on
Indian Boarding School Policies in the United
States established by section 101(a).

(2) FEDERAL TRUTH AND HEALING ADVISORY
COMMITTEE.—The term ‘‘Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee’” means the Federal
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee estab-
lished by section 211(a).

(3) INDIAN.—The term “‘Indian’’ has the mean-
ing given the term in section 6151 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7491).

(4) INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL.—The term “‘In-
dian Boarding School’ means—

(A) a site of an institution that—

(i) provided on-site housing or overnight lodg-
ing;

(ii) was described in Federal records as pro-
viding formal academic or vocational training
and instruction to American Indians, Alaska
Natives, or Native Hawaiians;

(iii) received Federal funds or other Federal
support; and

(iv) was operational before 1969;

(B) a site of an institution identified by the
Department of the Interior in appendices A and
B of the report entitled ‘‘Federal Indian Board-
ing School Initiative Investigative Report’ and
dated May 2022 (or a successor report); or

(C) any other institution that implemented In-
dian Boarding School Policies, including an In-
dian day school.
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(5) INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL POLICIES.—The
term ‘‘Indian Boarding School Policies’’ means
Federal laws, policies, and practices purported
to ‘“‘assimilate’” and ‘‘civilize”’ American Indi-
ans, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians that
included psychological, physical, sexual, and
mental abuse, forced removal from home or com-
munity, and identity-altering practices intended
to terminate Native languages, cultures, reli-
gions, social organizations, or connections to
traditional land.

(6) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe”
has the meaning given the term in section 4 of
the Indian Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

(7) NATIVE AMERICAN.—The term
American’’ means an individual who is—

(A) an Indian; or

(B) a Native Hawaiian.

(8) NATIVE AMERICAN TRUTH AND HEALING AD-
VISORY COMMITTEE.—The term ‘‘Native Amer-
ican Truth and Healing Advisory Committee’’
means the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee established by the Commis-
sion under section 201(a).

(9) NATIVE HAWAIIAN.—The term ‘‘Native Ha-
waiian’’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 6207 of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7517).

(10) NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATION.—The
term ‘‘Native Hawaiian organization’ means a
private nonprofit organization that—

(4) serves and represents the interests of Na-
tive Hawaiians;

(B) has as its primary and stated purpose the
provision of services to Native Hawaiians;

(C) has Native Hawaiians serving in sub-
stantive and policymaking positions; and

(D) is recognized for having expertise in Na-
tive Hawaiian affairs.

(11) OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS.—The term
“Office of Hawaiian Affairs’ has the meaning
given the term in section 6207 of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
7517).

(12) SURVIVORS TRUTH AND HEALING SUB-
COMMITTEE.—The term ‘‘Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee’” means the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee established by
section 121(a).

(13) TRAUMA-INFORMED CARE.—The term
“trauma-informed care’’ means holistic psycho-
logical and health care practices that include
promoting culturally responsive practices, pa-
tient psychological, physical, and emotional
safety, and environments of healing, trust, peer
support, and recovery.

(14) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘“‘Tribal
organization’’ has the meaning given the term
in section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

TITLETI COMMISSION AND
SUBCOMMITTEES
Subrcy A Trcr o, dH oy
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SEC. 101. TRUTH AND HEALING COMMISSION ON

INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL POLI-
CIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
commission, to be known as the ‘“‘Truth and
Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School
Policies in the United States’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall in-
clude 5 members, to be jointly appointed by the
majority and minority leaders of the Senate, in
consultation with the Chairperson and Vice
Chairperson of the Committee on Indian Affairs
of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the minority leader of the House of
Representatives, and the Chair and Ranking
Member of the Committee on Natural Resources
of the House of Representatives, from among the
nominees submitted under paragraph (2)(A4), of
whom—

“Native
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(i) 1 shall be an individual with extensive ex-
perience and expertise as a principal investi-
gator overseeing or leading complex research
initiatives with and for Indian Tribes and Na-
tive Americans;

(ii) 1 shall be an individual (barred in good
standing) with extensive experience and exper-
tise in the area of indigenous human rights law
and policy, including overseeing or leading
broad-scale investigations of abuses of indige-
nous human rights;

(iii) 1 shall be an individual with extensive ex-
perience and expertise in Tribal court judicial
and restorative justice systems and Federal
agencies, such as participation as a Tribal
judge, researcher, or former presidentially ap-
pointed commissioner;

(iv) 1 shall be an individual with extensive ex-
perience and expertise in providing and coordi-
nating trauma-informed care and other health-
related services to Indian Tribes and Native
Americans; and

(v) 1 shall be a Native American individual
recognized as a traditional cultural authority by
their respective Native community.

(B) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBER-
SHIP.—In addition to the requirements described
in subparagraph (A), members of the Commis-
sion shall be persons of recognized integrity and
empathy, with a demonstrated commitment to
the values of truth, reconciliation, healing, and
expertise in truth and healing endeavors that
are traditionally and culturally appropriate so
as to provide balanced points of view and exper-
tise with respect to the duties of the Commis-
sion.

(2) NOMINATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Indian Tribes, Tribal orga-
nizations, Native Americans, the Office of Ha-
waiian Affairs, and Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions may submit to the Secretary of the Interior
nominations for individuals to be appointed to
the Commission not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(B) NATIVE AMERICAN PREFERENCE.—Individ-
uals nominated under subparagraph (A) who
are Native American shall receive a preference
in the selection process for appointment to the
Commission under paragraph (1).

(C) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
7 days after the submission deadline for nomina-
tions described in subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall submit to Congress a
list of the individuals nominated under that
subparagraph.

(3) DATE.—Members of the Commission under
paragraph (1) shall be appointed not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this Act.

(4) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES; RE-
MOVAL.—

(A) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—A member of
the Commission shall be appointed for a term
that is the shorter of—

(i) 6 years; and

(ii) the life of the Commission.

(B) VACANCIES.—After all initial members of
the Commission are appointed and the initial
business meeting of the Commission has been
convened under subsection (c)(1), a single va-
cancy in the Commission—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Commis-
sion; and

(ii) shall be filled within 90 days in the same
manner as was the original appointment.

(C) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of the
Commission may remove a member of the Com-
mission only for neglect of duty or malfeasance.

(5) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall ter-
minate 30 days after the date on which the Com-
mission completes its duties wunder section
111(e)(5)(B).

(6) LIMITATION.—No member of the Commis-
sion shall be an officer or employee of the Fed-
eral Government.

(c) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL BUSINESS MEETING.—90 days after
the date on which all of the members of the
Commission are appointed under subsection
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(b)(1)(4), the Commission shall hold the initial
business meeting of the Commission—

(A) to appoint a Chairperson, a Vice Chair-
person, a Secretary, and such other positions as
determined necessary by the Commission;

(B) to establish rules for meetings of the Com-
mission; and

(C) to appoint members of—

(i) the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee under section 121(b)(1); and

(ii) the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee under section 201(b)(1).

(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Commission is
held under paragraph (1), the Commission shall
meet at the call of the Chairperson.

(3) ADVISORY AND SUBCOMMITTEE COMMITTEES
DESIGNEES.—Each Commission business meeting
shall include participation by 2 non-voting des-
ignees from each of the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee, the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee, and the
Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Committee,
as appointed in accordance with section
121(c)(1)(D), section 201(e)(1)(C), and section
211(c)(1)(C), as applicable.

(4) FORMAT OF MEETINGS.—A business meeting
of the Commission may be conducted in-person,
virtually, or via phone.

(5) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting of
the Commission may only be held once a
quorum, established in accordance with sub-
section (d), is present.

(d) QUORUM.—A simple majority of the mem-
bers of the Commission present shall constitute
a quorum for a business meeting.

(e) RULES.—The Commission may establish, by
a majority vote, any rules for the conduct of
Commission business, in accordance with this
section and other applicable law.

(f) COMMISSION PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION OF COMMISSIONERS.—A
member of the Commission shall be compensated
at a daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic
pay prescribed for grade 14 of the General
Schedule under section 5332 of title 5, United
States Code, for each day, not to exceed 14 days
per month, for which a member is engaged in
the performance of their duties under this Act,
including convening meetings, including busi-
ness meetings or public or private meetings to re-
ceive testimony in furtherance of the duties of
the Commission and the purposes of this Act.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the Com-
mission shall be allowed travel expenses, includ-
ing per diem in lieu of subsistence, at rates au-
thoriced for employees of agencies under sub-
chapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United States
Code, while away from their homes or regular
places of business in the performance of services
for the Commission.

(3) DETAIL OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.—Any
Federal Govermment employee, with the ap-
proval of the head of the appropriate Federal
agency and at the request of the Commission,
may be detailed to the Commission without—

(4) reimbursement to the agency of that em-
ployee; and

(B) interruption or loss of civil service status,
benefits, or privileges.

(9) POWERS OF COMMISSION.—

(1) HEARINGS AND EVIDENCE.—The Commission
may, for the purpose of carrying out this Act—

(4) hold such hearings and sit and act at such
times and places, take such testimony, and re-
ceive such evidence, virtually or in-person, as
the Commission may determine necessary to ac-
complish the purposes of this Act;

(B) conduct or request such interdisciplinary
research, investigation, or analysis of such in-
formation and documents, records, or other evi-
dence as the Commission may determine nec-
essary to accomplish the purposes of this Act,
including—

(i) securing, directly from a Federal agency,
such information as the Commission considers
necessary to accomplish the purposes of this
Act; and
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(ii) requesting the head of any relevant Tribal
or State agency to provide to the Commission
such information as the Commission considers
necessary to accomplish the purposes of this
Act;

(C) subject to paragraphs (1) and (2) of sub-
section (i), require, by subpoena or otherwise,
the production of such records, papers, cor-
respondence, memoranda, documents, books,
videos, oral histories, recordings, or any other
paper or electronic material, as the Commission
may determine necessary to accomplish the pur-
poses of this Act;

(D) oversee, direct, and collaborate with the
Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Committee,
the Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee, and the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee to accomplish the pur-
poses of this Act; and

(E) coordinate with Federal and non-Federal
entities to preserve and archive, as appropriate,
any gifts, documents, or other property received
while carrying out the purposes of this Act.

(2) CONTRACTING; VOLUNTEER SERVICES.—

(A) CONTRACTING.—The Commission may, to
such extent and in such amounts as are pro-
vided in appropriations Acts, and in accordance
with applicable law, enter into contracts and
other agreements with public agencies, private
organizations, and individuals to enable the
Commission to carry out the duties of the Com-
mission under this Act.

(B) VOLUNTEER AND UNCOMPENSATED SERV-
ICES.—Notwithstanding section 1342 of title 31,
United States Code, the Commission may accept
and use such voluntary and uncompensated
services as the Commission determines to be nec-
essary.

(C) GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION.—The
Administrator of General Services shall provide,
on request of the Commission, on a reimbursable
basis, administrative support and other services
for the performance of the functions of the Com-
mission under this Act.

(3) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission may
use the United States mails in the same manner
and under the same conditions as other agencies
of the Federal Government.

(4) GIFTS, FUNDRAISING, AND DISBURSEMENT.—

(A) GIFTS AND DONATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may accept,
use, and dispose of any gift, donation, service,
property, or other record or recording to accom-
plish the purposes of this Act.

(ii) RETURN OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS.—Omn ter-
mination of the Commission under subsection
(b)(5), any gifts, unspent donations, property,
or other record or recording accepted by the
Commission under clause (i) shall be—

(1) returned to the applicable donor that made
the donation under that clause; or

(II) archived under subparagraph (E).

(B) FUNDRAISING.—The Commission may, on
the affirmative vote of % of the members of the
Commission, solicit funds to accomplish the pur-
poses of this Act.

(C) DISBURSEMENT.—The Commission may, on
the affirmative vote of % of the members of the
Commission, approve the expenditure of funds
to accomplish the purposes of this Act.

(D) TAX DOCUMENTS.—The Commission (or a
designee) shall, on request of a donor under
subparagraph (A) or (B), provide taxr docu-
mentation to that donor for any tax-deductible
gift made by that donor under those subpara-
graphs.

(E) ARCHIVING.—The Commission shall coordi-
nate with the Library of Congress and the Na-
tional Museum of the American Indian to ar-
chive and preserve relevant gifts or donations
received under subparagraph (A) or (B).

(h) CONVENING.—

(1) CONVENING PROTOCOL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days after
the initial business meeting of the Native Amer-
ican Truth and Healing Advisory Committee,
the Commission, 3 designees from the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
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mittee, and 3 designees from the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee shall hold a meeting
to establish rules, protocols, and formats for
convenings carried out under this subsection.

(B) RULES AND PROTOCOLS.—Not later than 45
days after the initial meeting described in sub-
paragraph (A), the Commission shall finalize
rules, protocols, and formats for convenings car-
ried out under this subsection by a ¥ majority
in attendance at a meeting of the Commission.

(C) ADDITIONAL MEETINGS.—The Commission
and designees described in subparagraph (A)
may hold additional meetings, as necessary, to
amend, by a 3 majority in attendance at a
meeting of the Commission, the rules, protocols,
and formats for convenings established under
that subparagraph.

(2) ANNOUNCEMENT OF CONVENINGS.—Not later
than 30 days before the date of a convening
under this subsection, the Commission shall an-
nounce the location and details of the con-
vening.

(3) MINIMUM NUMBER OF CONVENINGS.—The
Commission shall hold—

(A) not fewer than 1 convening in each of the
12 regions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and
Hawai‘i during the life of the Commission; and

(B) beginning 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, not fewer than 1 convening per
quarter to receive testimony each calendar year
until the date on which the Commission submits
the final report of the Commission under section
111(e)(3).

(4) OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE TESTIMONY.—No
person or entity shall be denied the opportunity
to provide relevant testimony at a convenings
held under this subsection, subject to the discre-
tion of the Chairperson of the Commission (or a
designee).

(i) SUBPOENAS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

(A) ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENAS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—If a person fails to supply in-
formation requested by the Commission, the
Commission may issue, on a unanimous vote of
the Commission, a subpoena requiring from a
person the production of any written or re-
corded evidence necessary to carry out the du-
ties of the Commission under section 111.

(ii) NOTIFICATION.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 10 days before
the date on which the Commission issues a sub-
poena under clause (i), the Commission shall
submit to the Attorney General a confidential,
written notice of the intent to issue the sub-
poena.

(1I) SUBPOENA PROHIBITED BY ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL.—

(aa) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General, on
receiving a notice under subclause (I), may, on
a showing of a procedural or substantive defect,
and after the Commission has a reasonable op-
portunity to cure, prohibit the issuance of the
applicable subpoena described in that notice.

(bb) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—On prohibi-
tion of the issuance of a subpoena under item
(aa), the Attorney General shall submit to Con-
gress a report detailing the reasons for that pro-
hibition.

(B) PRODUCTION OF EVIDENCE.—The produc-
tion of evidence may be required from any place
within the United States.

(2) FAILURE TO OBEY A SUBPOENA.—

(A) ORDER FROM A DISTRICT COURT OF THE
UNITED STATES.—If a person does mot obey a
subpoena issued under paragraph (1), the Com-
mission is authorized to apply to a district court
of the United States described in subparagraph
(B) for an order requiring that person to comply
with the subpoena.

(B) LOCATION.—An application under sub-
paragraph (A) may be made within the judicial
district where the person described in that sub-
paragraph resides or transacts business.

(C) PENALTY.—Any failure to obey an order of
a court described in subparagraph (A) may be
punished by the court as a civil contempt.

(3) SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION.—The dis-
trict court of the United States in which an ac-
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tion is brought under paragraph (2)(B) shall
have original jurisdiction over any civil action
brought by the Commission to enforce, secure a
declaratory judgment concerning the validity of,
or prevent a threatened refusal or failure to
comply with the applicable subpoena issued by
the Commission.

(4) SERVICE OF SUBPOENAS.—The subpoenas of
the Commission shall be served in the manner
provided for subpoenas issued by a district court
of the United States under the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure.

(5) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—AIl process of any
court to which an application is made under
paragraph (2) may be served in the judicial dis-
trict in which the person required to be served
resides or transacts business.

(j) NONDISCLOSURE.—

(1) PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 APPLICABILITY.—Sub-
section (b) of section 552a of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Privacy
Act of 1974”’), shall not apply to the Commis-
sion.

(2) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT APPLICA-
BILITY.—Records and other communications
provided to, from, between, or within the Com-
mission, the Federal Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee, the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee, the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee, and related
agencies shall be exempt from disclosure under
subsection (b)(3)(B) of section 552 of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Freedom of Information Act”’).

(3) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT APPLI-
CABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘“‘Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act’’), shall not apply to the
Commission.

(k) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH NA-
TIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL ORGA-
NIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS,
AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATIONS.—In car-
rying out the duties of the Commission under
section 111, the Commission shall meaningfully
consult or engage, as appropriate, in a timely
manner with Native Americans, Indian Tribes,
Tribal organizations, the Office of Hawaiian Af-
fairs, and Native Hawaiian organizations.

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Commission to carry out this Act $15,000,000 for
each fiscal year, to remain available until ex-
pended.

Sulrcy B Ducy® fe Copent®S1 1a
SEC. 111. DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION.

(a) INVESTIGATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall con-
duct a comprehensive interdisciplinary inves-
tigation of Indian Boarding School Policies, in-
cluding the social, cultural, economic, emo-
tional, and physical effects of Indian Boarding
School Policies in the United States on Native
American communities, Indian Tribes, survivors
of Indian Boarding Schools, families of those
survivors, and their descendants.

(2) MATTERS TO BE INVESTIGATED.—The mat-
ters to be investigated by the Commission under
paragraph (1) shall include, at a minimum—

(4) conducting a comprehensive review of ex-
isting research and historical records of Indian
Boarding School Policies and any documenta-
tion, scholarship, or other resources relevant to
the purposes of this Act from—

(i) any archive or any other document storage
location, notwithstanding the location of that
archive or document storage location; and

(ii) any research conducted by private individ-
uals, private entities, and non-Federal Govern-
ment entities, whether domestic or foreign, in-
cluding religious institutions;

(B) collaborating with the Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee to obtain all rel-
evant information from—

(i) the Department of the Interior, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, other rel-
evant Federal agencies, and institutions or or-
ganizations, including religious institutions or
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organizations, that operated an Indian Board-
ing School, carried out Indian Boarding School
Policies, or have information the Commission
determines relevant to the investigation of the
Commission; and

(ii) Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations, Na-
tive Americans, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs,
and Native Hawaiian organizations; and

(C) conducting a comprehensive assessment of
the impacts of Indian Boarding School Policies
on American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native
Hawaiian cultures, traditions, and languages.

(3) RESEARCH RELATED TO OBJECTS, ARTI-
FACTS, AND REAL PROPERTY.—If the Commission
conducts a comprehensive review of research de-
scribed in paragraph (2)(A)(ii) that focuses on
objects, artifacts, or real or personal property
that are in the possession or control of private
individuals, private entities, or non-Federal gov-
ernment entities within the United States, the
Commission may enter into a contract or agree-
ment to acquire, hold, curate, or maintain those
objects, artifacts, or real or personal property
until the objects, artifacts, or real or personal
property can be properly repatriated or re-
turned, consistent with applicable Federal law
and regulations, subject to the condition that no
Federal funds may be used to purchase those
objects, artifacts, or real or personal property.

(b) MEETINGS AND CONVENINGS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall hold,
with the advice of the Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee and the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee, and in
coordination with, as relevant, Indian Tribes,
Tribal organizations, the Office of Hawaiian Af-
fairs, and Native Hawaiian organizations, as
part of its investigation under subsection (a),
safe, trauma-informed, and culturally appro-
priate public or private meetings or convenings
to receive testimony relating to that investiga-
tion.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Commission shall en-
sure that meetings and convenings held under
paragraph (1) provide access to adequate trau-
ma-informed care services for participants,
attendees, and communities during and fol-
lowing the meetings and convenings where the
Commission receives testimony, including ensur-
ing private space is available for survivors and
descendants of survivors, family members, and
other community members to receive trauma-in-
formed care services.

(¢) RECOMMENDATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall make
recommendations to Congress relating to the in-
vestigation carried out under subsection (a),
which shall be included in the final report re-
quired under subsection (e)(3).

2) INCLUSIONS.—Recommendations made
under paragraph (1) shall include, at a min-
imum, recommendations relating to—

(A) in light of Tribal and Native Hawaiian
law, Tribal customary law, tradition, custom,
and practice, how the Federal Government can
meaningfully acknowledge the role of the Fed-
eral Government in supporting Indian Boarding
School Policies in all issue areas that the Com-
mission determines relevant, including appro-
priate forms of memorialization, preservation of
records, objects, artifacts, and burials;

(B) how modification of existing laws, proce-
dures, regulations, policies, budgets, and prac-
tices will, in the determination of the Commis-
sion, address the findings of the Commission
and ongoing effects of Indian Boarding School
Policies; and

(C) how the Federal Government can promote
public awareness and education of Indian
Boarding School Policies and the impacts of
those policies, including through coordinating
with the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee, the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee, the National Museum of
the American Indian, and other relevant insti-
tutions and organizations.

(d) DUTIES RELATED TO BURIALS.—The Com-
mission shall, with respect to burial sites associ-
ated with Indian Boarding Schools—
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(1) coordinate, as appropriate, with the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee, the Federal Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee, the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee, lineal descendants, Indian
Tribes, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Federal
agencies, institutions, and organizations to lo-
cate and identify, in a culturally appropriate
manner, marked and unmarked burial sites, in-
cluding cemeteries, unmarked graves, and mass
burial sites, where students of Indian Boarding
Schools were originally or later interred;

(2) locate, document, analyze, and coordinate
the preservation or continued preservation of
records and information relating to the inter-
ment of students, including any records held by
Federal, State, international, or local entities or
religious institutions or organizations; and

(3) share, to the extent practicable, with af-
fected lineal descendants, Indian Tribes, and
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs burial locations
and the identities of children that attended In-
dian Boarding Schools.

(e) REPORTS.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not less
frequently than annually each year until the
year before the year in which the Commission
submits the final report under paragraph (3),
the Commission shall submit to the Committee
on Indian Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives a report that describes the ac-
tivities of the Committee during the previous
year, including an accounting of funds and
gifts received and expenditures made, the
progress made, and any barriers encountered in
carrying out this Act.

(2) COMMISSION INITIAL REPORT.—Not later
than 4 years after the date on which a majority
of the members of the Commission are appointed
under section 101(b)(1), the Commission shall
submit to the individuals described in paragraph
(4), and make publicly available, an initial re-
port containing—

(A) a detailed review of existing research, in-
cluding documentation, scholarship, or other re-
sources shared with the Commission that further
the purposes of this Act;

(B) a detailed statement of the initial findings
and conclusions of the Commission; and

(C) a detailed statement of the initial rec-
ommendations of the Commission.

(3) COMMISSION FINAL REPORT.—Not later
than 6 years after the date on which a majority
of the members of the Commission are appointed
under section 101(b)(1), the Commission shall
submit to the individuals described in paragraph
(4), and make publicly available, a final report
containing the findings, conclusions, and rec-
ommendations of the Commission that have been
agreed on by the vote of a majority of the mem-
bers of the Commission and 5 of the members of
each of the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee and the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee.

(4) REPORT RECIPIENTS.—The individuals re-
ferred to in paragraphs (2) and (3) are—

(A) the President;

(B) the Secretary of the Interior;

(C) the Attorney General;

(D) the Comptroller General of the United
States;

(E) the Secretary of Education;

(F) the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices;

(G) the Secretary of Defense;

(H) the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of
the Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate;

(I) the Chairperson and Ranking Member of
the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives;

(J) the Chair and Co-Chair of the Congres-
sional Native American Caucus;

(K) the Executive Director of the White House
Council on Native American Affairs;

(L) the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget;

(M) the Archivist of the United States;
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(N) the Librarian of Congress; and

(O) the Director of the National Museum of
the American Indian.

(5) ADDITIONAL COMMISSION RESPONSIBILITIES
RELATING TO THE PUBLICATION OF THE INITIAL
AND FINAL REPORTS.—

(A) EVENTS RELATING TO INITIAL REPORT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall hold
not fewer than 2 events in each region of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and Hawai‘i following
publication of the initial report under para-
graph (2) to receive comments on the initial re-
port.

(ii) TIMING.—The schedule of events referred
to in clause (i) shall be announced not later
than 90 days after the date on which the initial
report under paragraph (2) is published.

(B) PUBLICATION OF FINAL REPORT.—Not later
than 180 days after the date on which the Com-
mission submits the final report under para-
graph (3), the Commission, the Secretary of the
Interior, the Secretary of Education, the Sec-
retary of Defense, and the Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall each make the final
report publicly available on the website of the
applicable agency.

(6) SECRETARIAL RESPONSE TO FINAL REPORT.—
Not later than 120 days after the date on which
the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of
Education, the Secretary of Defense, and the
Secretary of Health and Human Services receive
the final report under paragraph (3), the Secre-
taries shall each make publicly available a writ-
ten response to recommendations for future ac-
tion by those agencies, if any, contained in the
final report, and submit the written response
to—

(A) the President;

(B) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate;

(C) the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives; and

(D) the Comptroller General of the United
States.
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SEC. 121. SURVIVORS TRUTH AND HEALING SUB-
COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
subcommittee of the Commission, to be known as
the “‘Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee’’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP, NOMINATION, AND APPOINT-
MENT TO THE SURVIVORS TRUTH AND HEALING
SUBCOMMITTEE.—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee shall include 15 members,
to be appointed by the Commission, in consulta-
tion with the National Native American Board-
ing School Healing Coalition, from among the
nominees submitted under paragraph (2)(4), of
whom—

(A) 13 shall be representatives from each of
the 12 regions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
and Hawai‘i;

(B) 9 shall be individuals who attended an In-
dian Boarding School, of whom—

(i) not fewer than 2 shall be individuals who
graduated during the 5-year period preceding
the date of enactment of this Act from—

(I) an Indian Boarding School in operation as
of that date of enactment; or

(II) a Bureau of Indian Education-funded
school; and

(ii) all shall represent diverse regions of the
United States;

(C) § shall be descendants of individuals who
attended Indian Boarding Schools, who shall
represent diverse regions of the United States;
and

(D) 1 shall be an educator who, as of the date
of the appointment—

(i) is employed at an Indian Boarding School;
or

(ii) was employed at an Indian Boarding
School during the 5-year period preceding the
date of enactment of this Act.
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(2) NOMINATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Indian Tribes, Tribal orga-
nizations, Native Americans, the Office of Ha-
waiian Affairs, and Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions may submit to the Secretary of the Interior
nominations for individuals to be appointed to
the Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
not later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(B) SUBMISSION.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall provide the Commission with nomina-
tions submitted under subparagraph (A) at the
initial business meeting of the Commission
under section 101(c)(1) and the Commission shall
select the members of the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee from among those nomi-
nees.

(3) DATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall ap-
point all members of the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee during the initial busi-
ness meeting of the Commission under section
101(c)(1).

(B) FAILURE TO APPOINT.—If the Commission
fails to appoint all members of the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee in accordance
with subparagraph (A), the Chair of the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs of the Senate, with the
concurrence of the Vice Chair of the Committee
on Indian Affairs of the Senate, shall appoint
individuals, in accordance with the require-
ments of paragraph (1), to all vacant positions
of the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee not later than 30 days after the date
of the initial business meeting of the Commission
under section 101(c)(1).

(4) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES; RE-
MOVAL.—

(A) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—A member of
the Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
shall be appointed for an automatically renew-
able term of 2 years.

(B) VACANCIES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee may self-va-
cate the position at any time and for any rea-
son.

(ii) EFFECT; FILLING OF VACANCY.—A vacancy
in the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee—

(1) shall not affect the powers of the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee if a simple ma-
jority of the positions of the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee are filled; and

(II) shall be filled within 90 days in the same
manner as was the original appointment.

(C) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of the
Commission may remove a member of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee only for
neglect of duty or malfeasance.

(5) TERMINATION.—The Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee shall terminate 90 days
after the date on which the Commission submits
the final report required under section 111(e)(3).

(6) LIMITATION.—No member of the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee shall be an of-
ficer or employee of the Federal Government.

(c) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later 30 days after
the date on which all members of the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee are appointed
under subsection (b)(1), the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee shall hold an initial busi-
ness meeting—

(A) to appoint—

(i) a Chairperson, who shall also serve as the
Vice Chairperson of the Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee;

(ii) a Vice Chairperson, who shall also serve
as the Vice Chairperson of the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee; and

(iii) a Secretary;

(B) to establish, with the advice of the Com-
mission, rules for the Survivors Truth and Heal-
ing Subcommittee;

(C) to appoint 3 designees to fulfill the respon-
sibilities described in section 101(h)(1)(A); and

(D) to appoint, with the advice of the Commis-
sion, 2 members of the Survivors Truth and
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Healing Subcommittee to serve as non-voting
designees on the Commission in accordance with
section 101(c)(3).

(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Survivors
Truth and Healing subcommittee is held under
paragraph (1), the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee shall meet at the call of the
Chairperson.

(3) FORMAT OF BUSINESS MEETINGS.—A busi-
ness meeting of the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee may be conducted in-person, vir-
tually, or via phone.

(4) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting of
the Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
may only be held once a quorum, established in
accordance with subsection (d), is present.

(d) QUORUM.—A simple magjority of the mem-
bers of the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee present shall constitute a quorum for
a business meeting.

(e) RULES.—The Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee, with the advice of the Commis-
sion, may establish, by a majority vote, any
rules for the conduct of business, in accordance
with this section and other applicable law.

(f) DUTIES.—The Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee shall—

(1) assist the Commission, the Native Amer-
ican Truth and Healing Advisory Committee,
and the Federal Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee in coordinating public and private
convenings, including—

(A) providing advice to the Commission on de-
veloping criteria and protocols for convenings;
and

(B) providing advice and evaluating Com-
mittee recommendations relating to the com-
memoration and public education relating to In-
dian Boarding Schools and Indian Boarding
School Policies; and

(2) provide advice to, or fulfill such other re-
quests by, the Commission as the Commission
may require to carry out the purposes described
in section 3.

(9) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH NA-
TIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL ORGA-
NIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS,
AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATIONS.—In car-
rying out the duties of the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee under subsection (f), the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
shall meaningfully consult or engage, as appro-
priate, in a timely manner with Native Ameri-
cans, Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations, the
Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and Native Hawai-
ian organizations.

(h) NONDISCLOSURE.—

(1) PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 APPLICABILITY.—Sub-
section (b) of section 552a of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Privacy
Act of 1974”°), shall not apply to the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee.

(2) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT APPLICA-
BILITY.—Records and other communications
provided to, from, between, or within the Com-
mission, the Federal Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee, the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee, the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee, and related
agencies shall be exempt from disclosure under
subsection (b)(3)(B) of section 552 of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Freedom of Information Act’”).

(3) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT APPLI-
CABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act’’), shall not apply to the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee.

(i) PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—A member of
the Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
shall be compensated at a daily equivalent of
the annual rate of basic pay prescribed for
grade 13 of the General Schedule under section
5332 of title 5, United States Code, for each day,
not to exceed 14 days per month, for which a
member of the Survivors Truth and Healing
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Subcommittee is engaged in the performance of
their duties under this Act, including the con-
vening of meetings, including public and private
meetings to receive testimony in furtherance of
the duties of the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee and the purposes of this Act.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee shall be
allowed travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, at rates authorized for em-
ployees of agencies under subchapter I of chap-
ter 57 of title 5, United States Code, while away
from their homes or regular places of business in
the performance of services for the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee.

TITLE 11 ADVISO& COMMITTEES
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SEC. 201. NATIVE AMERICAN TRUTH AND HEAL-
ING ADVISOE}, COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commission shall
establish an advisory committee, to be known as
the ‘““Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee’’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP, NOMINATION, AND APPOINT-
MENT TO THE NATIVE AMERICAN TRUTH AND
HEALING ADVISORY COMMITTEE .—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee shall include
19 members, to be appointed by the Commission
from among the nominees submitted under para-
graph (2)(4), of whom—

(i) 1 shall be the Vice Chairperson of the Com-
mission, who shall serve as the Chairperson of
the Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee;

(ii) 1 shall be the Vice Chairperson of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee, who
shall serve as the Vice Chairperson of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee;

(iii) 1 shall be the Secretary of the Interior, or
a designee, who shall serve as the Secretary of
the Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee;

(iv) 13 shall be representatives from each of
the 12 regions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
and Hawai‘i;

(v) 1 shall represent the National Native
American Boarding School Healing Coalition;

(vi) 1 shall represent the National Association
of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers; and

(vii) 1 shall represent the National Indian
Education Association.

(B) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—Not fewer
than 2 members of the Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee shall have ex-
perience with health care or mental health, tra-
ditional healing or cultural practices, coun-
seling, or working with survivors, or descend-
ants of survivors, of Indian Boarding Schools to
ensure that the Commission considers culturally
responsive support for survivors, families, and
communities.

(2) NOMINATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Indian Tribes, Tribal orga-
nizations, Native Americans, the Office of Ha-
waiian Affairs, and Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions may submit to the Secretary of the Interior
nominations for individuals to be appointed to
the Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(B) SUBMISSION.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall provide the Commission with nomina-
tions submitted under subparagraph (A) at the
initial business meeting of the Commission
under section 101(c)(1) and the Commission shall
select the members of the Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee from among
those nominees.

(3) DATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall ap-
point all members of the Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee during the ini-
tial business meeting of the Commission under
section 101(c)(1).
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(B) FAILURE TO APPOINT.—If the Commission
fails to appoint all members of the Native Amer-
ican Truth and Healing Advisory Committee in
accordance with subparagraph (4), the Chair of
the Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate,
with the concurrence of the Vice Chair of the
Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate, shall
appoint, in accordance with the requirements of
paragraph (1), individuals to all vacant posi-
tions of the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee not later than 30 days after
the date of the initial business meeting of the
Commission under section 101(c)(1).

(4) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES.—

(A) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—A member of
the Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee shall be appointed for an auto-
matically renewable term of 2 years.

(B) VACANCIES.—A wvacancy in the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee if a simple majority of the positions of the
Native American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee are filled; and

(ii) shall be filled within 90 days in the same
manner as was the original appointment.

(5) TERMINATION.—The Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee shall
terminate 90 days after the date on which the
Commission submits the final report required
under section 111(e)(3).

(6) LIMITATION.—No member of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee (other than the member described in
paragraph (1)(A)(iii)) shall be an officer or em-
ployee of the Federal Government.

(c) QUORUM.—A simple majority of the mem-
bers of the Native American Truth and Healing
Committee shall constitute a quorum.

(d) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of the
Native American Truth and Healing Committee
may remove another member only for neglect of
duty or malfeasance.

(e) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL BUSINESS MEETING.—Not later than
30 days after the date on which all members of
the Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee are appointed under subsection
(b)(1)(A4), the Native American Truth and Heal-
ing Advisory Committee shall hold an initial
business meeting—

(A) to establish rules for the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee;

(B) to appoint 3 designees to fulfill the respon-
sibilities described in section 101(h)(1)(A); and

(C) to appoint 2 members of the Native Amer-
ican Truth and Healing Advisory Committee to
serve non-voting as designees on the Commission
in accordance with section 101(c)(3).

(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Native Amer-
ican Truth and Healing Advisory Committee is
held under paragraph (1), the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee shall
meet at the call of the Chairperson.

(3) FORMAT OF BUSINESS MEETINGS.—A meet-
ing of the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee may be conducted in-per-
son, virtually, or via phone.

(4) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting of
the Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee may only be held once a
quorum, established in accordance with sub-
section (c), is present.

(f) RULES.—The Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee may establish, with
the advice of the Commission, by a majority
vote, any rules for the conduct of business, in
accordance with this section and other applica-
ble law.

(9) DUTIES.—The Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee shall—

(1) serve as an advisory body to the Commis-
sion;

(2) assist the Commission in organizing and
carrying out culturally appropriate public and
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private convenings relating to the duties of the
Commission;

(3) assist the Commission in determining what
documentation from Federal and religious orga-
nizations and institutions may be mecessary to
fulfill the duties of the Commission;

(4) assist the Commission in the production of
the initial report and final report required
under paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively, of
section 111(e);

(5) coordinate with the Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee and the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee; and

(6) provide advice to, or fulfill such other re-
quests by, the Commission as the Commission
may require to carry out the purposes described
in section 3.

(h) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH NA-
TIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL ORGA-
NIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS,
AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATIONS.—In car-
rying out the duties of the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee under
subsection (g), the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee shall meaningfully
consult or engage, as appropriate, in a timely
manner with Native Americans, Indian Tribes,
Tribal organizations, the Office of Hawaiian Af-
fairs, and Native Hawaiian organizations.

(i) NONDISCLOSURE.—

(1) PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 APPLICABILITY.—Sub-
section (b) of section 552a of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Privacy
Act of 1974”°), shall not apply to the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee.

(2) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT APPLICA-
BILITY.—Records and other communications
provided to, from, between, or within the Com-
mission, the Federal Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee, the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee, the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee, and related
agencies shall be exempt from disclosure under
subsection (b)(3)(B) of section 552 of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Freedom of Information Act”’).

(3) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT APPLI-
CABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act’’), shall not apply to the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee.

(7) PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—A member of
the Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee shall be compensated at a daily
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay pre-
scribed for grade 13 of the General Schedule
under section 5332 of title 5, United States Code,
for each day, not to exceed 14 days per month,
for which a member is engaged in the perform-
ance of their duties under this Act, including
the convening of meetings, including public and
private meetings to receive testimony in further-
ance of the duties of the Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee and the pur-
poses of this Act.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee shall be allowed travel expenses, includ-
ing per diem in lieu of subsistence, at rates au-
thorized for employees of agencies under sub-
chapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United States
Code, while away from their homes or regular
places of business in the performance of services
for the Native American Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee.
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SEC. 211. FEDERAL TRUTH AND HEALING ADVI-
SO. COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the Department of the Interior an advi-
sory committee, to be known as the ‘‘Federal
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee’’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT TO THE
FEDERAL TRUTH AND HEALING ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE.—
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(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee shall include 17
members, of whom—

(A) 1 shall be the Chairperson of the Commis-
sion, who shall serve as the Chairperson of the
Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Committee;

(B) 1 shall be the Chairperson of the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee, who shall
serve as the Vice Chairperson of the Federal
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee;

(C) 1 shall be the White House Domestic Pol-
icy Adwvisor, who shall serve as the Secretary of
the Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee;

(D) 1 shall be the Director of the Bureau of
Trust Funds Administration (or a designee);

(E) 1 shall be the Archivist of the United
States (or a designee);

(F) 1 shall be the Librarian of Congress (or a
designee);

(G) 1 shall be the Director of the Department
of the Interior Library (or a designee);

(H) 1 shall be the Director of the Indian
Health Service (or a designee);

(I) 1 shall be the Assistant Secretary for Men-
tal Health and Substance Abuse of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (or a des-
ignee);

(J) 1 shall be the Commissioner of the Admin-
istration for Native Americans of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (or a des-
ignee);

(K) 1 shall be the Director of the National In-
stitutes of Health (or a designee);

(L) 1 shall be the Senior Program Director of
the Office of Native Hawaiian Relations of the
Department of the Interior (or a designee);

(M) 1 shall be the Director of the Office of In-
dian Education of the Department of Education
(or a designee);

(N) 1 shall be the Director of the Rural, Insu-
lar, and Native American Achievement Pro-
grams of the Department of Education (or a des-
ignee);

(0O) 1 shall be the Chair of the Advisory Coun-
cil on Historic Preservation (or a designee);

(P) 1 shall be the Assistant Secretary of In-
dian Affairs (or a designee); and

(®) 1 shall be the Director of the Bureau of
Indian Education (or a designee).

(2) PERIOD OF SERVICE; VACANCIES;
MOVAL.—

(A) PERIOD OF SERVICE.—A member of the
Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Committee
shall serve for an automatically renewable term
of 2 years.

(B) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Federal
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Federal
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee if a sim-
ple majority of the positions of the Federal
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee are
filled; and

(ii) shall be filled within 90 days in the same
manner as was the original appointment.

(C) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of the
Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Committee
may remove a member of the Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee only for neglect of
duty or malfeasance.

(3) TERMINATION.—The Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee shall terminate 90
days after the date on which the Commission
submits the final report required under section
111(e)(3).

(c) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL BUSINESS MEETING.—Not later than
30 days after the date of the initial business
meeting of the Commission under section
101(c)(1), the Federal Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee shall hold an initial business
meeting—

(A) to establish rules for the Federal Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee; and

(B) to appoint 2 members of the Federal Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee to serve as
non-voting designees on the Commission in ac-
cordance with section 101(c)(3).

RE-
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(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Federal Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee is held under
paragraph (1), the Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee shall meet at the call of the
Chairperson.

(3) FORMAT OF BUSINESS MEETINGS.—A busi-
ness meeting of the Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee may be conducted in-per-
son, virtually, or via phone.

(4) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting of
the Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee may only be held once a quorum, estab-
lished in accordance with subsection (d), is
present.

(d) QUORUM.—A simple majority of the mem-
bers of the Federal Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee present shall constitute a quorum for
a business meeting.

(e) RULES.—The Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee may establish, with the ad-
vice of the Commission, by a majority vote, any
rules for the conduct of business, in accordance
with this section and other applicable law.

(f) DUTIES.—The Federal Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee shall—

(1) ensure the effective and timely coordina-
tion between Federal agencies in furtherance of
the purposes of this Act;

(2) assist the Commission and the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee in coordinating—

(A) meetings and other related public and pri-
vate convenings; and

(B) the collection, organization, and preserva-
tion of information obtained from witnesses and
by other Federal agencies; and

(3) ensure the timely submission to the Com-
mission of materials, documents, testimony, and
such other information as the Commission deter-
mines to be necessary to carry out the duties of
the Commission.

(9) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH NA-
TIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL ORGA-
NIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS,
AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATIONS.—In car-
rying out the duties of the Federal Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee under subsection
(f), the Federal Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee shall meaningfully consult or engage,
as appropriate, in a timely manner with Native
Americans, Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations,
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and Native Ha-
waiian organizations.

(h) NONDISCLOSURE.—

(1) PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 APPLICABILITY.—Sub-
section (b) of section 552a of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Privacy
Act of 1974”’), shall not apply to the Federal
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee.

(2) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT APPLICA-
BILITY.—Records and other communications
provided to, from, between, or within the Com-
mission, the Federal Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee, the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee, the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee, and related
agencies shall be exempt from disclosure under
subsection (b)(3)(B) of section 552 of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Freedom of Information Act”).

(3) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT APPLI-
CABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘“Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act’’), shall not apply to the
Federal Truth and Healing Advisory Committee.

TITLE III GENERAL PROVISIONS
SEC. 301. CLARIFICATION.

Any human remains or associated or
unassociated funerary objects located on Fed-
eral land, on land managed by a Federal agen-
cy, or land otherwise curated by a Federal
agency and relating to an Indian Boarding
School shall be considered collections or hold-
ings over which a Federal agency has possession
or control and the Native American Graves Pro-
tection and Repatriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001 et
seq.) shall apply.
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SEC. 302. BURIAL MANAGEMENT.

A Federal agency that carries out activities
pursuant to this Act or that created or controls
a cemetery with remains of an individual who
attended an Indian Boarding School may
rebury the remains of that individual and any
associated funerary items that have been repa-
triated pursuant to section 7 of the Native Amer-
ican Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (25
U.S.C. 3005), consistent with Tribal practices, on
any Federal land as agreed to by the relevant
parties.

SEC. 303. CO-STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENTS.

A Federal agency that carries out activities
pursuant to this Act or that created or controls
a cemetery with remains of an individual who
attended an Indian Boarding School or an In-
dian Boarding School may enter into a co-stew-
ardship agreement for the management of the
cemetery or Indian Boarding School.

SEC. 304. NO RIGHT OF ACTION.

Nothing in this Act creates a private right of
action to seek administrative or judicial relief.

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be withdrawn; that
the Schatz-Murkowski substitute
amendment at the desk be considered
and agreed to; and that the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was with-
drawn.

The amendment (No. 3351) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as
follows:

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD (legislative day of December
16, 2024) under ‘‘Text of Amendments.”’)

The bill, as amended, was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading and
was read the third time.

Mr. SCHATZ. I know of no further
debate on the bill, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the bill, as amended?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill, as amended, pass?

The bill (S. 1723), as amended, was
passed as follows:

S. 1723

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “Truth and Healing Commission on In-
dian Boarding School Policies Act of 2024°°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Purposes.
Sec. 3. Definitions.
TITLE I-COMMISSION AND
SUBCOMMITTEES
Subtitle A—Truth and Healing Commission
on Indian Boarding School Policies in the
United States
Sec. 101. Truth and Healing Commission on
Indian Boarding School Policies
in the United States.
Subtitle B—Duties of the Commission
Sec. 111. Duties of the Commission.
Subtitle C—Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee

Sec. 121. Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-

committee.
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TITLE II—ADVISORY COMMITTEES
Subtitle A—Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee
Sec. 201. Native American Truth and Heal-

ing Advisory Committee.
Subtitle B—Federal and Religious Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee
Sec. 211. Federal and Religious Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee.
TITLE III—GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sec. 301. Clarification.
Sec. 302. Burial management.
Sec. 303. Co-stewardship agreements.
Sec. 304. No right of action.
SEC. 2. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are—

(1) to establish a Truth and Healing Com-
mission on Indian Boarding School Policies
in the United States, including other nec-
essary advisory committees and subcommit-
tees;

(2) to formally investigate, document, and
report on the histories of Indian Boarding
Schools, Indian Boarding School Polices, and
the systematic and long-term effects of those
schools and policies on Native American peo-
ples;

(3) to develop recommendations for Federal
efforts based on the findings of the Commis-
sion; and

(4) to promote healing for survivors of In-
dian Boarding Schools, the descendants of
those survivors, and the communities of
those survivors.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CoMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’
means the Truth and Healing Commission on
Indian Boarding School Policies in the
United States established by section 101(a).

(2) FEDERAL AND RELIGIOUS TRUTH AND
HEALING ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—The term
“Federal and Religious Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee’ means the Federal and
Religious Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee established by section 211(a).

(3) INDIAN.—The term ‘‘Indian’ has the
meaning given the term in section 6151 of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7491).

(4) INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL.—The term
“Indian Boarding School’” means—

(A) a site of an institution that—

(i) provided on-site housing or overnight
lodging;

(ii) was described in Federal records as pro-
viding formal academic or vocational train-
ing and instruction to Native Americans;

(iii) received Federal funds or other Fed-
eral support; and

(iv) was operational before 1969;

(B) a site of an institution identified by the
Department of the Interior in appendices A
and B of the report entitled ‘‘Federal Indian
Boarding School Initiative Investigative Re-
port” and dated May 2022 (or a successor re-
port); or

(C) any other institution that implemented
Indian Boarding School Policies, including
an Indian day school.

(5) INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL POLICIES.—The
term ‘‘Indian Boarding School Policies”
means Federal laws, policies, and practices
purported to ‘‘assimilate’ and ‘‘civilize’’ Na-
tive Americans that included psychological,
physical, sexual, and mental abuse, forced
removal from home or community, and iden-
tity-altering practices intended to terminate
Native languages, cultures, religions, social
organizations, or connections to traditional
land.

(6) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe”’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 5304).

(7) NATIVE AMERICAN.—The term ‘‘Native
American” means an individual who is—
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(A) an Indian; or

(B) a Native Hawaiian.

(8) NATIVE AMERICAN TRUTH AND HEALING
ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—The term ‘‘Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee”” means the Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee established
by the Commission under section 201(a).

(9) NATIVE HAWAIIAN.—The term ‘‘Native
Hawaiian’ has the meaning given the term
in section 6207 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7517).

(10) NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZATION.—The
term ‘‘Native Hawaiian organization’ means
a private nonprofit organization that—

(A) serves and represents the interests of
Native Hawaiians;

(B) has as its primary and stated purpose
the provision of services to Native Hawai-
ians;

(C) has Native Hawaiians serving in sub-
stantive and policymaking positions; and

(D) has expertise in Native Hawaiian af-
fairs.

(11) OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS.—The
term ‘‘Office of Hawaiian Affairs” has the
meaning given the term in section 6207 of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7517).

(12) SURVIVORS TRUTH AND HEALING SUB-
COMMITTEE.—The term ‘‘Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee’” means the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee es-
tablished by section 121(a).

(13) TRAUMA-INFORMED CARE.—The term
“trauma-informed care’ means holistic psy-
chological and health care practices that in-
clude promoting culturally responsive prac-
tices, patient psychological, physical, and
emotional safety, and environments of heal-
ing, trust, peer support, and recovery.

(14) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term
“Tribal organization’ has the meaning given
the term in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304).

TITLE I—COMMISSION AND
SUBCOMMITTEES
Subtitle A—Truth and Healing Commission
on Indian Boarding School Policies in the

United States
SEC. 101. TRUTH AND HEALING COMMISSION ON

INDIAN BOARDING SCHOOL POLI-
CIES IN THE UNITED STATES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the legislative branch a commission, to be
known as the ‘“‘Truth and Healing Commis-
sion on Indian Boarding School Policies in
the United States’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) APPOINTMENT.—Nominees submitted
under paragraph (2)(A) shall be appointed as
members to the Commission as follows:

(A) 1 member shall be appointed by the ma-
jority leader of the Senate, in consultation
with the Chairperson of the Committee on
Indian Affairs of the Senate.

(B) 1 member shall be appointed by the mi-
nority leader of the Senate, in consultation
with the Vice Chairperson of the Committee
on Indian Affairs of the Senate.

(C) 1 member shall be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, in
consultation with the Chair of the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives.

(D) 1 member shall be appointed by the mi-
nority leader of the House of Representa-
tives, in consultation with the Ranking
Member of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House of Representatives.

(E) 1 member shall be jointly appointed by
the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the
Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate.

(2) NOMINATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations, Native
Americans, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs,
and Native Hawaiian organizations may sub-
mit to the Secretary of the Interior nomina-
tions for individuals to be appointed as mem-
bers of the Commission.

(B) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 7 days after the submission deadline for
nominations described in subparagraph (A),
the Secretary of the Interior shall submit to
Congress a list of the individuals nominated
under that subparagraph.

(C) QUALIFICATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Nominees to serve on the
Commission shall have significant experi-
ence in matters relating to—

(I) overseeing or leading complex research
initiatives with and for Indian Tribes and
Native Americans;

(IT) indigenous human rights law and pol-
1cy;

(ITI) Tribal court judicial and restorative
justice systems and Federal agencies, such
as participation as a Tribal judge, re-
searcher, or former presidentially appointed
commissioner;

(IV) providing and coordinating trauma-in-
formed care and other health-related serv-
ices to Indian Tribes and Native Americans;
or

(V) traditional and cultural resources and
practices in Native communities.

(ii) ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS.—In addi-
tion to the qualifications described in clause
(i), each member of the Commission shall be
an individual of recognized integrity and em-
pathy, with a demonstrated commitment to
the values of truth, reconciliation, healing,
and expertise in truth and healing endeavors
that are traditionally and culturally appro-
priate so as to provide balanced points of
view and expertise with respect to the duties
of the Commission.

(3) DATE.—Members of the Commission
under paragraph (1) shall be appointed not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(4) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES; RE-
MOVAL.—

(A) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—A member of
the Commission shall be appointed for a
term that is the shorter of—

(i) 6 years; and

(ii) the life of the Commission.

(B) VACANCIES.—After all initial members
of the Commission are appointed and the ini-
tial business meeting of the Commission has
been convened under subsection (c)(1), a sin-
gle vacancy in the Commission—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Com-
mission; and

(ii) shall be filled within 90 days in the
same manner as was the original appoint-
ment.

(C) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of
the Commission may remove a member of
the Commission only for neglect of duty or
malfeasance.

(5) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall
terminate 6 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(6) LIMITATION.—No member of the Com-
mission may otherwise be an officer or em-
ployee of the Federal Government.

(¢c) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL BUSINESS MEETING.—90 days
after the date on which all of the members of
the Commission are appointed under sub-
section (b)(1)(A), the Commission shall hold
the initial business meeting of the Commis-
sion—

(A) to appoint a Chairperson, a Vice Chair-
person, and such other positions as deter-
mined necessary by the Commission;

(B) to establish rules for meetings of the
Commission; and

(C) to appoint members of—
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(i) the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee under section 121(b)(1); and

(ii) the Native American Truth and Heal-
ing Advisory Committee under section
201(b)(1).

(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Commis-
sion is held under paragraph (1), the Commis-
sion shall meet at the call of the Chair-
person.

(3) ADVISORY AND SUBCOMMITTEE COMMIT-
TEES DESIGNEES.—Each Commission business
meeting shall include participation by 2 non-
voting designees from each of the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee, the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee, and the Federal and Religious
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee, as
appointed in accordance with section
121(c)(1)(D), section 201(e)(1)(C), and section
211(c)(1)(B), as applicable.

(4) FORMAT OF MEETINGS.—A business meet-
ing of the Commission may be conducted in-
person or virtually.

(5) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting
of the Commission may be held only after a
quorum, established in accordance with sub-
section (d), is present.

(d) QUORUM.—A simple majority of the
members of the Commission shall constitute
a quorum for a business meeting.

(e) RULES.—The Commission may estab-
lish, by a majority vote, any rules for the
conduct of Commission business, in accord-
ance with this section and other applicable
law.

(f) COMMISSION PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION OF COMMISSIONERS.—A
member of the Commission shall be com-
pensated at a daily equivalent of the annual
rate of basic pay prescribed for grade 5 of the
General Schedule under section 5332 of title
5, United States Code, for each day, not to
exceed 10 days per month, for which a mem-
ber is engaged in the performance of their
duties under this Act, limited to convening
meetings, including public or private meet-
ings to receive testimony in furtherance of
the duties of the Commission and the pur-
poses of this Act.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
Commission shall be allowed travel expenses,
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at
rates authorized for employees of agencies
under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5,
United States Code, while away from their
homes or regular places of business in the
performance of services for the Commission.

(3) DETAIL OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.—
Any Federal Government employee, with the
approval of the head of the appropriate Fed-
eral agency and at the request of the Com-
mission, may be detailed to the Commission
without—

(A) reimbursement to the agency of that
employee; and

(B) interruption or loss of civil service sta-
tus, benefits, or privileges.

(g) POWERS OF COMMISSION.—

(1) CONVENINGS AND INFORMATION.—The
Commission may, for the purpose of carrying
out this Act—

(A) hold such convenings and sit and act at
such times and places, take such testimony,
and receive such information, virtually or
in-person, as the Commission may determine
necessary to accomplish the purposes of this
Act;

(B) conduct or request such interdiscipli-
nary research, investigation, or analysis of
such information and documents, records, or
other data as the Commission may deter-
mine necessary to accomplish the purposes
of this Act, including—

(i) securing, directly from a Federal agen-
cy, such information as the Commission con-
siders necessary to accomplish the purposes
of this Act; and
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(ii) requesting the head of any relevant
Tribal or State agency to provide to the
Commission such information as the Com-
mission considers necessary to accomplish
the purposes of this Act;

(C) request such records, papers, cor-
respondence, memoranda, documents, books,
videos, oral histories, recordings, or any
other paper or electronic material, as the
Commission may determine necessary to ac-
complish the purposes of this Act;

(D) oversee, direct, and collaborate with
the Federal and Religious Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee, the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee, and
the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee to accomplish the purposes of
this Act; and

(E) coordinate with Federal and non-Fed-
eral entities to preserve and archive, as ap-
propriate, any gifts, documents, or other
property received while carrying out the pur-
poses of this Act.

(2) CONTRACTING; VOLUNTEER SERVICES.—

(A) CONTRACTING.—The Commission may,
to such extent and in such amounts as are
provided in appropriations Acts, and in ac-
cordance with applicable law, enter into con-
tracts and other agreements with public
agencies, private organizations, and individ-
uals to enable the Commission to carry out
the duties of the Commission under this Act.

(B) VOLUNTEER AND UNCOMPENSATED SERV-
ICES.—Notwithstanding section 1342 of title
31, United States Code, the Commission may
accept and use such voluntary and uncom-
pensated services as the Commission deter-
mines to be necessary.

(C) GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION.—
The Administrator of General Services shall
provide, on request of the Commission, on a
reimbursable basis, administrative support
and other services for the performance of the
functions of the Commission under this Act.

(3) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission
may use the United States mails in the same
manner and under the same conditions as
other agencies of the Federal Government.

(4) GIFTS, FUNDRAISING, AND DISBURSE-
MENT.—

(A) GIFTS AND DONATIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may ac-
cept, use, and dispose of any gift, donation,
service, property, or other record or record-
ing to accomplish the purposes of this Act.

(ii) RETURN OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS.—On
termination of the Commission under sub-
section (b)(b), any gifts, unspent donations,
property, or other record or recording ac-
cepted by the Commission under clause (i)
shall be—

(I) returned to the donor that made the do-
nation under that clause; or

(IT) archived under subparagraph (E).

(B) FUNDRAISING.—The Commission may,
on the affirmative vote of 3 of the members
of the Commission, solicit funds to accom-
plish the purposes of this Act.

(C) DISBURSEMENT.—The Commission may,
on the affirmative vote of 35 of the members
of the Commission, approve a spending plan
of funds to accomplish the purposes of this
Act.

(D) TAX DOCUMENTS.—The Commission (or
a designee) shall, on request of a donor under
subparagraph (A) or (B), provide tax docu-
mentation to that donor for any tax-deduct-
ible gift made by that donor under those sub-
paragraphs.

(E) ARCHIVING.—The Commission shall co-
ordinate with the Library of Congress and
the Smithsonian Institution to archive and
preserve relevant gifts or donations received
under subparagraph (A) or (B).

(h) CONVENING.—

(1) CONVENING PROTOCOL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days
after the initial business meeting of the Na-
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tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee, the Commission, 3 designees
from the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee, and 3 designees from
the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee shall hold a meeting to rec-
ommend rules, protocols, and formats for
convenings carried out under this sub-
section.

(B) RULES AND PROTOCOLS.—Not later than
45 days after the initial meeting described in
subparagraph (A), the Commission shall fi-
nalize rules, protocols, and formats for
convenings carried out under this subsection
by a 3 majority in attendance at a meeting
of the Commission.

(C) ADDITIONAL MEETINGS.—The Commis-
sion and designees described in subparagraph
(A) may hold additional meetings, as nec-
essary, to amend, by a 3 majority in attend-
ance at a meeting of the Commission, the
rules, protocols, and formats for convenings
established under that subparagraph.

(2) ANNOUNCEMENT OF CONVENINGS.—Not
later than 30 days before the date of a con-
vening under this subsection, the Commis-
sion shall announce the location and details
of the convening.

(3) MINIMUM NUMBER OF CONVENINGS.—The
Commission shall hold—

(A) not fewer than 1 convening in each of
the 12 regions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
and in Hawai‘i during the life of the Commis-
sion; and

(B) beginning 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, not fewer than 1 con-
vening in each quarter to receive testimony
each calendar year until the date on which
the Commission submits the final report of
the Commission under section 111(e)(3).

(4) OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE TESTIMONY.—
No person or entity shall be denied the op-
portunity to provide relevant testimony or
information at a convening held under this
subsection, except at the discretion of the
Chairperson of the Commission (or a des-
ignee).

(i) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘“‘Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act’’), shall not
apply to the Commission.

(j) CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.—For purposes of the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1301 et seq.)—

(1) any individual who is an employee of
the Commission shall be considered a cov-
ered employee under the Act; and

(2) the Commission shall be considered an
employing office under the Act; and

(3) a member of the Commission shall be
considered a covered employee under the
Act.

(k) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH
NATIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL
ORGANIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AF-
FAIRS, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—In carrying out the duties of the
Commission under section 111, the Commis-
sion shall meaningfully consult or engage, as
appropriate, in a timely manner with Native
Americans, Indian Tribes, Tribal organiza-
tions, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and Na-
tive Hawaiian organizations.

(1) FUNDING.—Of the amounts authorized to
be appropriated pursuant to section 105 of
the Indian Land Consolidation Act Amend-
ments of 2000 (25 U.S.C. 2201 note; Public Law
106-462) and section 403 of the Indian Financ-
ing Act of 1974 (25 U.S.C. 1523), $90,000,000
shall be used to carry out this Act.

Subtitle B—Duties of the Commission
SEC. 111. DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION.

(a) INVESTIGATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
conduct a comprehensive interdisciplinary
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investigation of Indian Boarding School
Policies, including the social, cultural, eco-
nomic, emotional, and physical effects of In-
dian Boarding School Policies in the United
States on Native American communities, In-
dian Tribes, survivors of Indian Boarding
Schools, families of those survivors, and
their descendants.

(2) MATTERS TO BE INVESTIGATED.—The
matters to be investigated by the Commis-
sion under paragraph (1) shall include, at a
minimum—

(A) conducting a comprehensive review of
existing research and historical records of
Indian Boarding School Policies and any
documentation, scholarship, or other re-
sources relevant to the purposes of this Act
from—

(i) any archive or any other document stor-
age location, notwithstanding the location of
that archive or document storage location;
and

(ii) any research conducted by private indi-
viduals, private entities, and non-Federal
Government entities, whether domestic or
foreign, including religious institutions;

(B) collaborating with the Federal and Re-
ligious Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee to obtain all relevant information
from—

(i) the Department of the Interior, the De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
other relevant Federal agencies, and institu-
tions or organizations, including religious
institutions or organizations, that operated
an Indian Boarding School, carried out In-
dian Boarding School Policies, or have infor-
mation that the Commission determines to
be relevant to the investigation of the Com-
mission; and

(ii) Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations, Na-
tive Americans, the Office of Hawaiian Af-
fairs, and Native Hawaiian organizations;
and

(C) conducting a comprehensive assess-
ment of the impacts of Indian Boarding
School Policies on Native American students
and alumni, including the impact on cul-
tures, traditions, and languages.

(3) RESEARCH RELATED TO OBJECTS, ARTI-
FACTS, AND REAL PROPERTY.—If the Commis-
sion conducts a comprehensive review of re-
search described in paragraph (2)(A)(ii) that
focuses on objects, artifacts, or real or per-
sonal property that are in the possession or
control of private individuals, private enti-
ties, or non-Federal Government entities
within the United States, the Commission
may enter into a contract or agreement to
acquire, hold, curate, or maintain those ob-
jects, artifacts, or real or personal property
until the objects, artifacts, or real or per-
sonal property can be properly repatriated or
returned, consistent with applicable Federal
law, subject to the condition that no Federal
funds may be used to purchase those objects,
artifacts, or real or personal property.

(b) MEETINGS AND CONVENINGS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
hold, with the advice of the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee and
the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee, and in coordination with, as rel-
evant, Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations,
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and Native
Hawaiian organizations, as part of its inves-
tigation under subsection (a), safe, trauma-
informed, and culturally appropriate public
or private meetings or convenings to receive
testimony relating to that investigation.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Commission shall
ensure that meetings and convenings held
under paragraph (1) provide access to ade-
quate trauma-informed care services for par-
ticipants, attendees, and communities dur-
ing and following the meetings and
convenings where the Commission receives
testimony, including ensuring that private
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space is available for survivors and descend-
ants of survivors, family members, and other
community members to receive trauma-in-
formed care services.

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
make recommendations to Congress relating
to the investigation carried out under sub-
section (a), which shall be included in the
final report required under subsection (e)(3).

(2) INCLUSIONS.—Recommendations made
under paragraph (1) shall include, at a min-
imum, recommendations relating to—

(A) in light of Tribal and Native Hawaiian
law, Tribal customary law, tradition, cus-
tom, and practice, how the Federal Govern-
ment can meaningfully acknowledge the role
of the Federal Government in supporting In-
dian Boarding School Policies in all issue
areas that the Commission determines rel-
evant, including appropriate forms of memo-
rialization, preservation of records, objects,
artifacts, and burials;

(B) how modification of existing statutes,
procedures, regulations, policies, budgets,
and practices will, in the determination of
the Commission, address the findings of the
Commission and ongoing effects of Indian
Boarding School Policies;

(C) how the Federal Government can pro-
mote public awareness of, and education
about, Indian Boarding School Policies and
the impacts of those policies, including
through coordinating with the Native Amer-
ican Truth and Healing Advisory Committee,
the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee, the Smithsonian Institution, and
other relevant institutions and organiza-
tions; and

(D) the views of religious institutions.

(d) DUTIES RELATED TO BURIALS.—The
Commission shall, with respect to burial
sites associated with Indian Boarding
Schools—

(1) coordinate, as appropriate, with the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee, the Federal and Religious Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee, the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee, lin-
eal descendants, Indian Tribes, the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs, Federal agencies, institu-
tions, and organizations to locate and iden-
tify, in a culturally appropriate manner,
marked and unmarked burial sites, including
cemeteries, unmarked graves, and mass bur-
ial sites, where students of Indian Boarding
Schools were originally or later interred;

(2) locate, document, analyze, and coordi-
nate the preservation or continued preserva-
tion of records and information relating to
the interment of students, including any
records held by Federal, State, inter-
national, or local entities or religious insti-
tutions or organizations; and

(3) share, to the extent practicable, with
affected lineal descendants, Indian Tribes,
and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs burial lo-
cations and the identities of children who at-
tended Indian Boarding Schools.

(e) REPORTS.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not less
frequently than annually until the year be-
fore the year in which the Commission ter-
minates, the Commission shall submit to the
Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate
and the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives a report that
describes the activities of the Commission
during the previous year, including an ac-
counting of funds and gifts received and ex-
penditures made, the progress made, and any
barriers encountered in carrying out this
Act.

(2) COMMISSION INITIAL REPORT.—Not later
than 4 years after the date on which a major-
ity of the members of the Commission are
appointed under section 101(b)(1), the Com-
mission shall submit to the individuals de-
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scribed in paragraph (4), and make publicly
available, an initial report containing—

(A) a detailed review of existing research,
including documentation, scholarship, or
other resources shared with the Commission
that further the purposes of this Act;

(B) a detailed statement of the initial find-
ings and conclusions of the Commission; and

(C) a detailed statement of the initial rec-
ommendations of the Commission.

(3) COMMISSION FINAL REPORT.—Before the
termination of the Commission, the Commis-
sion shall submit to the individuals de-
scribed in paragraph (4), and make publicly
available, a final report containing the find-
ings, conclusions, and recommendations of
the Commission that have been agreed on by
the vote of a majority of the members of the
Commission and % of the members of each of
the Native American Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee and the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee.

(4) REPORT RECIPIENTS.—The individuals re-
ferred to in paragraphs (2) and (3) are—

(A) the President;

(B) the Secretary of the Interior;

(C) the Attorney General;

(D) the Comptroller General of the United
States;

(E) the Secretary of Education;

(F) the Secretary of Health and Human
Services;

(G) the Secretary of Defense;

(H) the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate;

(I) the Chairperson and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House of Representatives;

(J) the Co-Chairs of the Congressional Na-
tive American Caucus;

(K) the Executive Director of the White
House Council on Native American Affairs;

(L) the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget;

(M) the Archivist of the United States;

(N) the Librarian of Congress; and

(O) the Director of the National Museum of
the American Indian.

(5) ADDITIONAL COMMISSION RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES RELATING TO THE PUBLICATION OF THE
INITIAL AND FINAL REPORTS.—

(A) EVENTS RELATING TO INITIAL REPORT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
hold not fewer than 2 events in each region
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and in
Hawai‘i following publication of the initial
report under paragraph (2) to receive com-
ments on the initial report.

(ii) TIMING.—The schedule of events re-
ferred to in clause (i) shall be announced not
later than 90 days after the date on which
the initial report under paragraph (2) is pub-
lished.

(B) PUBLICATION OF FINAL REPORT.—Not
later than 180 days after the date on which
the Commission submits the final report
under paragraph (3), the Commission, the
Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of
Education, the Secretary of Defense, and the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall each make the final report publicly
available on the website of the applicable
agency.

(6) SECRETARIAL RESPONSE TO FINAL RE-
PORT.—Not later than 120 days after the date
on which the Secretary of the Interior, the
Secretary of Education, the Secretary of De-
fense, and the Secretary of Health and
Human Services receive the final report
under paragraph (3), the Secretaries shall
each make publicly available a written re-
sponse to recommendations for future action
by those agencies, if any, contained in the
final report, and submit the written response
to—

(A) the President;
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(B) the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate;

(C) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives; and

(D) the Comptroller General of the United
States.

Subtitle C—Survivors Truth and Healing

Subcommittee
SEC. 121. SURVIVORS TRUTH AND HEALING SUB-
COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a
subcommittee of the Commission, to be
known as the ‘““‘Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP, NOMINATION, AND APPOINT-
MENT TO THE SURVIVORS TRUTH AND HEALING
SUBCOMMITTEE.—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee shall include 15 mem-
bers, to be appointed by the Commission, in
consultation with the National Native Amer-
ican Boarding School Healing Coalition,
from among the nominees submitted under
paragraph (2)(A), of whom—

(A) 12 shall be representatives from each of
the 12 regions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
and 1 shall be a representative from Hawai‘i;

(B) 9 shall be individuals who attended an
Indian Boarding School of whom—

(i) not fewer than 2 shall be individuals
who graduated during the 5-year period pre-
ceding the date of the enactment of this Act
from—

(I) an Indian Boarding School in operation
as of that date of the enactment; or

(IT) a Bureau of Indian Education-funded
school; and

(ii) all shall represent diverse regions of
the United States;

(C) 5 shall be descendants of individuals
who attended Indian Boarding Schools, who
shall represent diverse regions of the United
States; and

(D) 1 shall be an educator who, as of the
date of the appointment—

(i) is employed at an Indian Boarding
School; or

(ii) was employed at an Indian Boarding
School during the 5-year period preceding
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) NOMINATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations, Native
Americans, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs,
and Native Hawaiian organizations may sub-
mit to the Secretary of the Interior nomina-
tions for individuals to be appointed as mem-
bers of the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee.

(B) SUBMISSION.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall provide the Commission with
nominations submitted under subparagraph
(A) at the initial business meeting of the
Commission under section 101(c)(1) and the
Commission shall select the members of the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
from among those nominees.

(3) DATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall ap-
point all members of the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee during the initial
business meeting of the Commission under
section 101(c)(1).

(B) FAILURE TO APPOINT.—If the Commis-
sion fails to appoint all members of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee in
accordance with subparagraph (A), the Chair
of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate, with the concurrence of the Vice
Chair of the Committee on Indian Affairs of
the Senate, shall appoint individuals, in ac-
cordance with the requirements of paragraph
(1), to all vacant positions of the Survivors
Truth and Healing Subcommittee not later
than 30 days after the date of the initial
business meeting of the Commission under
section 101(c)(1).
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(4) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES; RE-
MOVAL.—

(A) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—A member of
the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee shall be appointed for an auto-
matically renewable term of 2 years.

(B) VACANCIES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee may
vacate the position at any time and for any
reason.

(ii) EFFECT; FILLING OF VACANCY.—A va-
cancy in the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee—

(I) shall not affect the powers of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee if a
simple majority of the positions of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee are
filled; and

(II) shall be filled within 90 days in the
same manner as was the original appoint-
ment.

(C) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of
the Commission may remove a member of
the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee only for neglect of duty or mal-
feasance.

(5) TERMINATION.—The Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee shall terminate 90
days after the date on which the Commission
submits the final report required under sec-
tion 111(e)(3).

(6) LIMITATION.—No member of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee may
otherwise be an officer or employee of the
Federal Government.

(c) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 30
days after the date on which all members of
the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee are appointed under subsection
(b)(1), the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee shall hold an initial business
meeting—

(A) to appoint—

(i) a Chairperson, who shall also serve as
the Vice Chairperson of the Federal and Reli-
gious Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee;

(ii) a Vice Chairperson, who shall also
serve as the Vice Chairperson of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee; and

(iii) other positions, as determined nec-
essary by the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee;

(B) to establish, with the advice of the
Commission, rules for the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee;

(C) to appoint 3 designees to fulfill the re-
sponsibilities described in section
101(h)(1)(A); and

(D) to appoint, with the advice of the Com-
mission, 2 members of the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee to serve as non-
voting designees on the Commission in ac-
cordance with section 101(c)(3).

(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Survivors
Truth and Healing subcommittee is held
under paragraph (1), the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee shall meet at the call
of the Chairperson.

(3) FORMAT OF BUSINESS MEETINGS.—A busi-
ness meeting of the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee may be conducted in-
person or virtually.

(4) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting
of the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee may be held only after a quorum,
established in accordance with subsection
(d), is present.

(d) QUORUM.—A simple majority of the
members of the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee shall constitute a quorum for
a business meeting.

(e) RULES.—The Survivors Truth and Heal-
ing Subcommittee, with the advice of the
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Commission, may establish, by a majority
vote, any rules for the conduct of business,
in accordance with this section and other ap-
plicable law.

(f) DUTIES.—The Survivors Truth and Heal-
ing Subcommittee shall—

(1) assist the Commission, the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee, and the Federal and Religious Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee in coordi-
nating public and private convenings, includ-
ing providing advice to the Commission on
developing criteria and protocols for
convenings;

(2) provide advice and evaluate Committee
recommendations relating to the commemo-
ration and public education relating to In-
dian Boarding Schools and Indian Boarding
School Policies;

(3) assist the Commission—

(A) in the production of the initial and
final reports required under paragraphs (2)
and (3), respectively, of section 111(e); and

(B) by providing such other advice, or ful-
filling such other requests, as may be re-
quired by the Commission; and

(4) coordinate with the Commission, the
Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee, and the Federal and Reli-
gious Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee.

(g) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH
NATIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL
ORGANIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AF-
FAIRS, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—In carrying out the duties of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
under subsection (f), the Survivors Truth and
Healing Subcommittee shall meaningfully
consult or engage, as appropriate, in a time-
ly manner with Native Americans, Indian
Tribes, Tribal organizations, the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs, and Native Hawaiian orga-
nizations.

(h) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘“Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act’’), shall not
apply to the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee.

(i) CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.—For purposes of the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1301 et seq.), any individual who is a member
of the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee shall be considered a covered em-
ployee under the Act.

(j) PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—A member
of the Survivors Truth and Healing Sub-
committee shall be compensated at a daily
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay
prescribed for grade 7, step 1, of the General
Schedule under section 5332 of title 5, United
States Code, for each day, not to exceed 10
days per month, for which a member of the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
is engaged in the performance of their duties
under this Act limited to convening meet-
ings, including public and private meetings
to receive testimony in furtherance of the
duties of the Survivors Truth and Healing
Subcommittee and the purposes of this Act.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee
shall be allowed travel expenses, including
per diem in lieu of subsistence, at rates au-
thorized for employees of agencies under sub-
chapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, United
States Code, while away from their homes or
regular places of business in the performance
of services for the Survivors Truth and Heal-
ing Subcommittee.
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TITLE II—ADVISORY COMMITTEES
Subtitle A—Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee
SEC. 201. NATIVE AMERICAN TRUTH AND HEAL-

ING ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commission shall
establish an advisory committee, to be
known as the ‘‘Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP, NOMINATION, AND APPOINT-
MENT TO THE NATIVE AMERICAN TRUTH AND
HEALING ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee shall
include 19 members, to be appointed by the
Commission from among the nominees sub-
mitted under paragraph (2)(A), of whom—

(i) 1 shall be the Vice Chairperson of the
Commission, who shall serve as the Chair-
person of the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee;

(ii) 1 shall be the Vice Chairperson of the
Survivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee,
who shall serve as the Vice Chairperson of
the Native American Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee;

(iii) 1 shall be the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, or a designee, who shall serve as the
Secretary of the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee;

(iv) 12 shall be representatives from each of
the 12 regions of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
and 1 shall be a representative from Hawai‘i;

(v) 1 shall represent the National Native
American Boarding School Healing Coali-
tion;

(vi) 1 shall represent the National Associa-
tion of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers;
and

(vii) 1 shall represent the National Indian
Education Association.

(B) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—Not fewer
than 2 members of the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee shall
have experience with health care or mental
health, traditional healing or cultural prac-
tices, counseling, or working with survivors,
or descendants of survivors, of Indian Board-
ing Schools to ensure that the Commission
considers culturally responsive support for
survivors, families, and communities.

(2) NOMINATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
Indian Tribes, Tribal organizations, Native
Americans, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs,
and Native Hawaiian organizations may sub-
mit to the Secretary of the Interior nomina-
tions for individuals to be appointed as mem-
bers of the Native American Truth and Heal-
ing Advisory Committee.

(B) SUBMISSION.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall provide the Commission with
nominations submitted under subparagraph
(A) at the initial business meeting of the
Commission under section 101(c)(1) and the
Commission shall select the members of the
Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee from among those nomi-
nees.

(3) DATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall ap-
point all members of the Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee dur-
ing the initial business meeting of the Com-
mission under section 101(c)(1).

(B) FAILURE TO APPOINT.—If the Commis-
sion fails to appoint all members of the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee in accordance with subparagraph
(A), the Chair of the Committee on Indian
Affairs of the Senate, with the concurrence
of the Vice Chair of the Committee on Indian
Affairs of the Senate, shall appoint, in ac-
cordance with the requirements of paragraph
(1), individuals to all vacant positions of the
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Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee not later than 30 days after
the date of the initial business meeting of
the Commission under section 101(c)(1).

(4) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES.—

(A) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—A member of
the Native American Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee shall be appointed for an
automatically renewable term of 2 years.

(B) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee if a simple majority of the positions
of the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee are filled; and

(ii) shall be filled within 90 days in the
same manner as was the original appoint-
ment.

(5) TERMINATION.—The Native American
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee shall
terminate 90 days after the date on which
the Commission submits the final report re-
quired under section 111(e)(3).

(6) LIMITATION.—No member of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee (other than the member described in
paragraph (1)(A)(iii)) may otherwise be an of-
ficer or employee of the Federal Govern-
ment.

(c) QUORUM.—A simple majority of the
members of the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee shall con-
stitute a quorum.

(d) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of the
Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee may remove another mem-
ber only for neglect of duty or malfeasance.

(e) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL BUSINESS MEETING.—Not later
than 30 days after the date on which all
members of the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee are appointed
under subsection (b)(1)(A), the Native Amer-
ican Truth and Healing Advisory Committee
shall hold an initial business meeting—

(A) to establish rules for the Native Amer-
ican Truth and Healing Advisory Committee;

(B) to appoint 3 designees to fulfill the re-
sponsibilities described in section
101(h)(1)(A); and

(C) to appoint 2 members of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee to serve as non-voting designees on
the Commission in accordance with section
101(c)(3).

(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee is held under paragraph (1), the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee shall meet at the call of the
Chairperson.

(3) FORMAT OF BUSINESS MEETINGS.—A
meeting of the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee may be con-
ducted in-person or virtually.

(4) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting
of the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee may be held only after
a quorum, established in accordance with
subsection (c), is present.

(f) RULES.—The Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee may estab-
lish, with the advice of the Commission, by
a majority vote, any rules for the conduct of
business, in accordance with this section and
other applicable law.

(g) DUTIES.—The Native American Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee shall—

(1) serve as an advisory body to the Com-
mission;

(2) assist the Commission in organizing and
carrying out culturally appropriate public
and private convenings relating to the duties
of the Commission;
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(3) assist the Commission in determining
what documentation from Federal and reli-
gious organizations and institutions may be
necessary to fulfill the duties of the Commis-
sion;

(4) assist the Commission in the production
of the initial report and final report required
under paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively, of
section 111(e);

(5) coordinate with the Commission, the
Federal and Religious Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee, and the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee; and

(6) provide advice to, or fulfill such other
requests by, the Commission as the Commis-
sion may require to carry out the purposes
described in section 2.

(h) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH
NATIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL
ORGANIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AF-
FAIRS, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—In carrying out the duties of the Na-
tive American Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee under subsection (g), the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee shall meaningfully consult or engage,
as appropriate, in a timely manner with Na-
tive Americans, Indian Tribes, Tribal organi-
zations, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and
Native Hawaiian organizations.

(i) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘“‘Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act’’), shall not
apply to the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee.

(j) CONGRESSIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.—For purposes of the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1301 et seq.), any individual who is a member
of the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee shall be considered a
covered employee under the Act.

(k) PERSONNEL MATTERS.—

(1) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—A member
of the Native American Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee shall be compensated at
a daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic
pay prescribed for grade 7, step 1, of the Gen-
eral Schedule under section 5332 of title 5,
United States Code, for each day, not to ex-
ceed 14 days per month, for which a member
is engaged in the performance of their duties
under this Act, limited to convening meet-
ings, including public and private meetings
to receive testimony in furtherance of the
duties of the Native American Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee and the pur-
poses of this Act.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee shall be allowed travel ex-
penses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, at rates authorized for employees of
agencies under subchapter I of chapter 57 of
title 5, United States Code, while away from
their homes or regular places of business in
the performance of services for the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee.

Subtitle B—Federal and Religious Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee
SEC. 211. FEDERAL AND RELIGIOUS TRUTH AND
HEALING ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the Department of the Interior an ad-
visory committee, to be known as the ‘‘Fed-
eral and Religious Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee”.

(b) MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT TO THE
FEDERAL AND RELIGIOUS TRUTH AND HEALING
ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The Federal and Reli-
gious Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee shall include 20 members, of whom—

(A) 1 shall be the Chairperson of the Com-
mission, who shall serve as the Chairperson
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of the Federal and Religious Truth and Heal-
ing Advisory Committee;

(B) 1 shall be the Chairperson of the Sur-
vivors Truth and Healing Subcommittee,
who shall serve as the Vice Chairperson of
the Federal and Religious Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee;

(C) 1 shall be the White House Domestic
Policy Advisor, who shall serve as the Sec-
retary of the Federal and Religious Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee;

(D) 1 shall be the Director of the Bureau of
Trust Funds Administration (or a designee);

(E) 1 shall be the Archivist of the United
States (or a designee);

(F') 1 shall be the Librarian of Congress (or
a designee);

(G) 1 shall be the Director of the Depart-
ment of the Interior Library (or a designee);

(H) 1 shall be the Director of the Indian
Health Service (or a designee);

(I) 1 shall be the Assistant Secretary for
Mental Health and Substance Abuse of the
Department of Health and Human Services
(or a designee);

(J) 1 shall be the Commissioner of the Ad-
ministration for Native Americans of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services (or
a designee);

(K) 1 shall be the Director of the National
Institutes of Health (or a designee);

(L) 1 shall be the Senior Program Director
of the Office of Native Hawaiian Relations of
the Department of the Interior (or a des-
ignee);

(M) 1 shall be the Director of the Office of
Indian Education of the Department of Edu-
cation (or a designee);

(N) 1 shall be the Director of the Rural, In-
sular, and Native American Achievement
Programs of the Department of Education
(or a designee);

(O) 1 shall be the Chair of the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation (or a des-
ignee);

(P) 1 shall be the Assistant Secretary of In-
dian Affairs (or a designee);

(Q) 1 shall be the Director of the Bureau of
Indian Education (or a designee); and

(R) 3 shall be representatives employed by,
or representatives of, religious institutions,
to be appointed by the White House Office of
Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships
in consultation with relevant religious insti-
tutions.

(2) PERIOD OF SERVICE; VACANCIES;
MOVAL.—

(A) PERIOD OF SERVICE.—A member of the
Federal and Religious Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee shall serve for an auto-
matically renewable term of 2 years.

(B) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Federal
and Religious Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Fed-
eral and Religious Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee if a simple majority of the
positions of the Federal and Religious Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee are filled;
and

(ii) shall be filled within 90 days in the
same manner as was the original appoint-
ment.

(C) REMOVAL.—A quorum of members of
the Federal and Religious Truth and Healing
Advisory Committee may remove a member
of the Federal and Religious Truth and Heal-
ing Advisory Committee only for neglect of
duty or malfeasance.

(3) TERMINATION.—The Federal and Reli-
gious Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee shall terminate 90 days after the date
on which the Commission submits the final
report required under section 111(e)(3).

(c) BUSINESS MEETINGS.—

(1) INITIAL BUSINESS MEETING.—Not later
than 30 days after the date of the initial
business meeting of the Commission under

RE-
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section 101(c)(1), the Federal and Religious
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee shall
hold an initial business meeting—

(A) to establish rules for the Federal and
Religious Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee; and

(B) to appoint 2 members of the Federal
and Religious Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee to serve as non-voting designees
on the Commission in accordance with sec-
tion 101(c)(3).

(2) SUBSEQUENT BUSINESS MEETINGS.—After
the initial business meeting of the Federal
and Religious Truth and Healing Advisory
Committee is held under paragraph (1), the
Federal and Religious Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee shall meet at the call of
the Chairperson.

(3) FORMAT OF BUSINESS MEETINGS.—A busi-
ness meeting of the Federal and Religious
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee may
be conducted in-person or virtually.

(4) QUORUM REQUIRED.—A business meeting
of the Federal and Religious Truth and Heal-
ing Advisory Committee may be held only
after a quorum, established in accordance
with subsection (d), is present.

(d) QUORUM.—A simple majority of the
members of the Federal and Religious Truth
and Healing Advisory Committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for a business meeting.

(e) RULES.—The Federal and Religious
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee may
establish, with the advice of the Commis-
sion, by a majority vote, any rules for the
conduct of business, in accordance with this
section and other applicable law.

(f) DuUTIES.—The Federal and Religious
Truth and Healing Advisory Committee
shall—

(1) ensure the effective and timely coordi-
nation among Federal agencies and religious
institutions in furtherance of the purposes of
this Act;

(2) assist the Commission and the Native
American Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
mittee in coordinating—

(A) meetings and other related public and
private convenings; and

(B) the collection, organization, and pres-
ervation of information obtained from wit-
nesses and by other Federal agencies and re-
ligious institutions;

(3) ensure the timely submission to the
Commission of materials, documents, testi-
mony, and such other information as the
Commission determines to be necessary to
carry out the duties of the Commission; and

(4) coordinate with the Commission, the
Native American Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee, and the Survivors Truth
and Healing Subcommittee to carry out the
purposes of this Act.

(g) CONSULTATION OR ENGAGEMENT WITH
NATIVE AMERICANS, INDIAN TRIBES, TRIBAL
ORGANIZATIONS, THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AF-
FAIRS, AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—In carrying out the duties of the Fed-
eral and Religious Truth and Healing Advi-
sory Committee under subsection (f), the
Federal and Religious Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee shall meaningfully con-
sult or engage, as appropriate, in a timely
manner with Native Americans, Indian
Tribes, Tribal organizations, the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs, and Native Hawaiian orga-
nizations.

(h) NONDISCLOSURE.—

(1) PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 APPLICABILITY.—
Subsection (b) of section 552a of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Privacy Act of 1974”’), shall not apply to the
Federal and Religious Truth and Healing Ad-
visory Committee.

(2) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT APPLICA-
BILITY.—Records and other communications
in the possession of the Federal and Reli-
gious Truth and Healing Advisory Com-
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mittee shall be exempt from disclosure under
subsection (b)(3)(B) of section 552 of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Freedom of Information Act’’).

(3) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.—Chapter 10 of title 5, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘“‘Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act’’), shall not
apply to the Federal and Religious Truth and
Healing Advisory Committee.

TITLE III—GENERAL PROVISIONS
SEC. 301. CLARIFICATION.

The Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.)
shall apply to cultural items (as defined in
section 2 of that Act (25 U.S.C. 3001)) relating
to an Indian Boarding School or Indian
Boarding School Policies regardless of inter-
pretation of applicability by a Federal agen-
cy.

SEC. 302. BURIAL MANAGEMENT.

Federal agencies shall permit reburial of
cultural items relating to an Indian Board-
ing School or Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies that have been repatriated pursuant to
the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (256 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.), or
returned to a lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization by
any other disinterment process, on any Fed-
eral land as agreed to by the relevant par-
ties.

SEC. 303. CO-STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENTS.

A Federal agency that carries out activi-
ties pursuant to this Act or that created or
controls a cemetery with remains of an indi-
vidual who attended an Indian Boarding
School or an Indian Boarding School may
enter into a co-stewardship agreement for
the management of the cemetery or Indian
Boarding School.

SEC. 304. NO RIGHT OF ACTION.

Nothing in this Act creates a private right
of action to seek administrative or judicial
relief.

Mr. SCHATZ. 1 ask that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, it is no
small task for us to confront the un-
bearable burden of our history. Yet to
stand before that history in silence and
to remain idle while these wounds per-
sist is to turn away from one of the
most fundamental acts of justice and
healing that we are in a position to do
something about. We have to turn the
light on and let the truth out.

This is the work that we have done in
the Senate now, and we do hope the
House takes action and passes this in-
credibly important measure into law.

I yield the floor.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada.
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 993

Ms. MASTO. Mr. President, through-
out my career, I have been committed
to tackling the drug problem in this
country and protecting our commu-
nities. I have passed bills to hold crimi-
nals accountable and crack down on
fentanyl manufacturing and traf-
ficking.

But I am here today because our
work to protect Americans from these
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harmful drugs is far from over. As we
continue our work to keep our families
safe from fentanyl, we must also focus
on new drugs that are emerging, like
xylazine. Drug traffickers have been
adding xylazine to fentanyl to increase
the potency of the drug and to boost
their profits.

Its nickname is ‘“‘tranq’ because it is
an animal tranquilizer, and it is surg-
ing, unfortunately, across the United
States. I have been hearing from law
enforcement in Nevada about how
xylazine is spreading to the West. Be-
tween the years 2019 and 2022, the num-
ber of overdose deaths in this country
related to xylazine skyrocketed by 276
percent.

Xylazine can do catastrophic damage
to our communities, and, right now, it
is almost entirely unregulated. We
have to get ahead of that. That is why
I have introduced the bipartisan, bi-
cameral Combating Illicit Xylazine Act
with Senators CHUCK GRASSLEY and
MAGGIE HASSAN. This bill has the sup-
port of over 115 bipartisan Members of
Congress in both Chambers because it
is essential.

This legislation would make xylazine
a schedule III drug and give the DEA,
or the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion, and local law enforcement the re-
sources they need to get it off our
streets, while also protecting its use as
a veterinary tranquilizer for our farm-
ers and ranchers.

Let me stress this again. This legisla-
tion also gives our veterinarians the
ability to still have access to this drug,
which they need, as a tranquilizer for
their animals.

This is not a partisan issue. We all
want to keep our families safe from
horrific drugs like xylazine. We must
act now to pass the Combating Illicit
Xylazine Act and get this harmful drug
out of our neighborhoods and out of the
hands of our kids so that we can save
lives.

So, Mr. President, as if in legislative
session and notwithstanding rule XXII,
I ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of S. 993 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration; further, that the Cortez
Masto-Grassley substitute amendment
at the desk be agreed to; that the bill,
as amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Massachusetts.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, I thank Senator
CORTEZ MASTO for being such a leader
on fighting the opioid epidemic. She is
on the frontline of conducting that bat-
tle against this scourge. We are both
here on the floor today in an effort to
find the best solutions for addressing
this crisis.

We lost over 105,000 Americans to
overdose last year. That is over 1 mil-
lion people in a decade who have died,
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at that pace. And to put this in more
concrete terms, we lost more Ameri-
cans in a single year to overdose than
in the entirety of the Vietnam war or
the Korean war—in just 1 year, 105,000
people.

For every death, we unleash waves of
grief and hurt on families and commu-
nities that lose one of their own. Now,
105,000 deaths is more than unaccept-
able; it is a tragedy. And this epidemic
is made worse by the scourge of
xylazine. The tragedy does call for im-
mediate, full-scale solutions. Ameri-
cans need solutions that work.

In developing those solutions, we
must be conscious about any unin-
tended consequences, and I am con-
cerned about the unintended con-
sequences of passing the Combating Il-
licit Xylazine Act.

The bill would require scheduling
xylazine under the Controlled Sub-
stances Act as a schedule IIT drug. And
these schedules are meant to create re-
strictions based on a balance of the
substance’s legitimate medical use and
their potential for abuse. It is a bal-
ance. And in the United States we ac-
tually have a process to schedule
xylazine and other drugs. We have a
process that is time tested, that re-
quires the Department of Health and
Human Services to provide a scientific
and medical evaluation.

And as the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration, the DEA, has indicated, they
have already started that process. So
instead of waiting for the scientific and
medical evaluation to be completed,
this bill would actually require we skip
the process and let Congress decide
what scheduling is the most appro-
priate.

But, ultimately, this process is some-
thing which I believe has to be given
due respect. If we schedule this without
waiting for the experts, this could lead
to more people struggling with addic-
tion, having a hard time asking for
help, and less research into xylazine
testing, overdose reversal, and treat-
ment.

So, from my perspective, I just don’t
think we should be skipping over ex-
pert recommendations that would help
us avoid those unintended con-
sequences. And efforts to skip medical
and scientific evaluation should cer-
tainly not be supported by the DEA,
working to undercut the administra-
tion’s own health experts in their role
in developing a scheduling rec-
ommendation.

So there is a tension here that exists
between the DEA and between our
health officials in terms of the proc-
esses that we should be using. And I
understand that part of the justifica-
tion for a legislative solution is to cre-
ate exemptions for veterinary medicine
to avoid unnecessary interference in le-
gitimate uses of xylazine. We can do
that once we have a complete medical
and scientific recommendation, and I
look forward, obviously, to working
with my great friend Senator CORTEZ
MASTO—she is, again, a great leader in
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this battle against the opioid epi-
demic—to identify the appropriate leg-
islative solution once we have obtained
that medical recommendation from the
medical experts.

I also look forward to working with
the Drug Enforcement Administration
in making a serious effort to support
Americans who are struggling with ad-
diction, and that includes increasing
access to medication treatment, in-
cluding methadone, for opioid use dis-
order.

Senator CORTEZ MASTO and I agree
xylazine is dangerous. Our overdose
epidemic is unacceptable, and we need
solutions. I am honored to work with
Senator CORTEZ MASTO in this fight.
We have solutions that we can pursue.
We need to pass the Support Act Reau-
thorization. We need to give commu-
nities the tools to test and respond to
substances coming into their commu-
nities. We need to train and support
law enforcement and health providers
responding to overdose after overdose.
We need to break down old War on
Drug structures that make it nearly
impossible for Americans to get treat-
ment they need without being
criminalized, penalized, and stig-
matized. But in pursuing these goals,
we cannot provide solutions that offer
the potential of undermining the proc-
ess that has been in place to rely upon
medical and scientific evaluation and
then work in coordination with the
Drug Enforcement Agency.

For that set of reasons, at this time,
I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Nevada.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
I absolutely respect my colleague from
Massachusetts and look forward to
working with him.

Let me just put on the record here
the concern in why this legislation is
50 necessary. Time is of the essence
here. We are talking about saving lives.

Never, ever would we want to under-
mine the process to move forward, but
unfortunately, in this case, the process
of moving forward is going to take,
one, time that we know is very bureau-
cratic; two, the process moving for-
ward, if we are to wait for it, does not
take into consideration our veterinar-
ians, farmers, and ranchers. If we wait
for the proposal to come forward from
the DEA, that proposal will not carve
out and still allow this particular drug,
xylazine, to be utilized by our veteri-
narians and farmers. It will absolutely
make it a schedule IIT and take it off
completely.

That is why this legislation was es-
sential. That is why, working with our
veterinarians and working with the
DEA and the entire executive branch,
we wanted to bring them into this
process, without undermining that
process, to make sure we were doing
everything possible to address this in a
timely manner.

It is also why, earlier this year, the
executive branch issued several legisla-
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tive proposals in its ‘‘Detect and De-
feat” Counter-Fentanyl Proposal,
which was shared with Congress. Those
proposals made a provision to make
xylazine a schedule III drug. That leg-
islation proposed to place xylazine in
schedule III by the executive branch is
supported by the entire executive
branch, including specifically the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices and the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration. They have been brought into
the process. Those are the health ex-
perts.

That is what this is about. The goal
was to bring everybody together now,
to bring all the key stakeholders so we
can make this timely legislation and
move it because time is of the essence
if we are to save lives. That is why,
honestly, many of the veterinarian as-
sociations across the country, includ-
ing in Massachusetts, support this
process. They do not want to be left
out.

If we are to wait for the DEA process
to go forward, there is not going to be
a carve-out for veterinarians to access
this drug.

This was my attempt and Senator
GRASSLEY’s and so many of us working
with all the key stakeholders on good
legislation that makes sense, that is
common sense to move forward here.
Nobody was left out of the process, in-
cluding the health experts.

I am disappointed we can’t move this
today, but I am hopeful, working with
my colleague from Massachusetts, that
we can provide him with the necessary
information that he is seeking to move
this legislation in a timely manner. I
know he cares about this issue, about
saving lives, as well.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGERS

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, earlier
this week, Democrats and Republicans
from both the House and the Senate
made a deal that struck a blow against
the healthcare middlemen that manip-
ulate our healthcare system to enrich
themselves.

Unfortunately, the very first act of
the second Trump administration—or
should I say, the first Musk adminis-
tration—was to step in and strip out
the bipartisan agreement that stops
the drug middlemen known as phar-
macy benefit managers from ripping
off taxpayers and seniors.

We all understand that healthcare is
an unavoidable expense for most Amer-
ican families. That is why I went into
public service. Healthcare is not a
Democratic or a Republican issue; it is
a family issue. And we know if you or
your loved ones don’t have their
health, everything else in the house
goes by the board.

Unfortunately, the chaos sown by the
President-elect and his billionaire
“mini-me”’—though, again, it is hard
to tell which is which—they serve to
protect the middlemen, the pharmacy
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benefit managers, and insurance com-
panies that take money out of the sys-
tem while our families are stuck with
big medical bills and substandard care.

Donald Trump has spent the last 2
weeks telling everybody who will listen
that he wants to take on the drug mid-
dlemen. Let me quote Donald Trump
here. He said:

They’re rich as hell.

We’re going to knock them out.

Well, at the very first opportunity to
do that, he abandoned that pledge in
order to follow Elon Musk’s lead.

You don’t choose to do business with
pharmacy benefit managers, but I will
tell you, they are dining out on your
paycheck, nevertheless. These PBMs
squat between Big Pharma and the in-
surance companies. While they are sup-
posed to negotiate coverage and the
price of prescription medicine for your
insurance plan, they have ended up fa-
voring higher priced drugs by taking a
fee that is linked to the price of the
drug.

The effort to reform these PBM prac-
tices has been bipartisan from the get-
go. It ought to be a no-brainer. I think
I told the President of the Senate, the
Senator from Idaho, Senator CRAPO,
and I kicked this effort off 2 years ago
when the Senate Finance Committee
passed a bill 26 to 0 and the House of
Representatives has worked in a simi-
larly bipartisan way.

Our legislation would end the prac-
tice of profiting off higher prices in
Medicare by ensuring that a PBM can
only receive a flat fee from
drugmakers. That is going to save tax-
payers’ and seniors’ hard-earned dol-
lars because, finally, these pharmacy
benefit managers are going to have an
incentive to pick lower priced drugs.

Let me just pause on that point for a
second. These middlemen are not the
good guys. Earlier this week—and I
heard my colleagues talking about
matters involving opioids—the New
York Times reported that in negotia-
tions with opioid manufacturers like
Purdue Pharma, the pharmacy benefit
managers traded away protections de-
signed to reduce the rate of opioid
overdoses and addiction in order to
make yet another fast buck. These are
the people Donald Trump is letting off
the hook at Elon Musk’s direction.

The bipartisan agreement, I might
also add, is particularly important for
us Westerners because we have seen
our small, independent community
pharmacies hit so hard. These small
businesses have been closing their
doors at an alarming rate over the past
decade, again, in large part, due to the
practices by these PBM giants. The
pharmacy benefit managers are able to
pay independent pharmacies whatever
they feel like and then the little phar-
macy in Arizona or Oregon or Idaho or
anywhere else—the small pharmacy
has to accept what the PBMs will pay.

What we do in our bipartisan legisla-
tion, what a number of committees in
the Senate have worked on—what has
been the effort in the House and what
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our program is all about is giving the
small pharmacies a chance to fight
back by reporting unreasonable con-
tract terms to a Federal watchdog who
is in a position to enforce a fair con-
tract.

That is going to mean that inde-
pendent community pharmacies are
paid what they are owed and keep their
doors open in rural America without
having to pay off the PBMs by gouging
customers.

Beyond the drug middlemen—I am
just going to mention several other
areas that the bipartisan legislation
cracks down on in terms of helping the
American people. The bipartisan legis-
lation goes after ghost networks that
are blocking Americans from getting
the care they need. What these ghost
networks are all about is, essentially,
the insurance companies take your
money, and then there aren’t any pro-
viders, there aren’t any navigators,
there isn’t anybody to help you get
your coverage.

So under what we are calling for in a
bipartisan way, the insurance compa-
nies would have to have a list of doc-
tors that actually are going to make
care available so Americans who need
care can contact them, make an ap-
pointment, and not have to pay extra
costs by going out of the healthcare
network they paid for.

Too often, based on investigations
conducted by the Government Ac-
countability Office, as well as the in-
vestigative staff in the Finance Com-
mittee, we have found that, essen-
tially, these ghost networks mean
there is no: There, there. You paid your
money, and you can’t get access to real
care. Either the doctors don’t take new
patients, nobody picks up the phone,
you aren’t able to get what you paid
for.

Finally, the bipartisan agreement—
that Donald Trump has directed be re-
jected. The Dbipartisan agreement
strengthens requirements for insurance
companies that sell Medicare Advan-
tage plans to make sure that their di-
rectories are actually up to date.

Once again, we are seeing an area
that cries out for reform because
Americans across the political spec-
trum are sick and tired of paying pre-
miums for health insurance, only to
find they can’t actually get care when
they need it. So Medicare Advantage,
ghost networks, these are the areas
that we are strengthening in our bipar-
tisan effort.

I will close by saying there is a lot
more to like in the legislation when it
comes to healthcare, like continuing
access to telehealth and Medicare.

Again, Mr. President, bipartisan.

The late Senator Orrin Hatch nego-
tiated with me the Chronic Care bill,
which had telemedicine provisions
which became the foundation for what
we did to fight COVID—again, during
the Trump administration.

But we are not getting the benefits of
telehealth if we reject this bipartisan
agreement, as Donald Trump is urging.
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Telemedicine is in our package and
higher funding for community health
centers.

I want to commend Senator SANDERS
and Senator CASSIDY for working in a
bipartisan way on that. And we also
have improvements to help moms and
kids and Americans with disabilities
and seniors with Medicaid coverage.
Those, of course, are the dual eligibles,
the folks who are eligible for Medicaid
and Medicare.

I come to the floor simply to say, we
have the holidays coming up. Every-
body understands that. But there is an-
other gift we can give to the American
people, and that is a more fair shake in
American healthcare.

We are spending enough money, Mr.
President. We are spending over $4 tril-
lion. There are 330 million of us. Divide
the 330 million into $4 trillion, you
could send every family of four in
America a check for more than $50,000
and say: ‘‘Get your healthcare.” We are
not spending it in the right places. 1
will tell you, in many instances, the
reason that is the case is because of
these middle men. They made sense 30
years ago when you didn’t have all the
technology and all the data and people
who knew how to use it. But today,
these pharmacy benefit managers are,
in too many instances, ripping off sen-
iors and taxpayers. And I hope Donald
Trump will see that our bipartisan bill
is important to do now; important to
do before we go home and get some re-
lief to seniors and taxpayers.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

DEFENDING AMERICAN PROPERTY ABROAD ACT

Mr. HAGERTY. Mr. President, I am
here today to discuss worrying develop-
ments in Mexico, our neighbors to the
south, and to promote a solution in
which we can all work together in the
next Congress.

Sadly, I also need to call out actions
by our own U.S. trade representative
that would directly undermine Amer-
ican companies facing threats from
Mexico by allowing the Mexican gov-
ernment to expropriate their prop-
erties.

Under the leadership of Mexico’s pre-
vious President, Andrés Manuel Lopez
Obrador—colloquially known as
“AMLO”—and current President Clau-
dia Sheinbaum, the Mexican govern-
ment is committing a blatant theft
against a major America company and,
by extension, the United States itself.

BEarlier this year, AMLO launched an
aggressive campaign of intimidation
and ‘‘lawfare’ to support the outright
theft of assets in Mexico belonging to
Vulcan Materials, an Alabama-based
company that has been a trusted part-
ner in our Nation’s infrastructure de-
velopment for decades. Vulcan built
and operated the only deepwater port
on the Yucatan Peninsula and has used
it to supply the crushed limestone es-
sential to infrastructure projects from
Florida to California.

Vulcan’s operations in Mexico are
not just a business venture; they form
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a critical link in our supply chain and
a testament to the importance of
American investment in Mexico.

But AMLO decided that he wanted
Vulcan’s assets for himself. Cloaking
his true intentions under the facade of
environmental claims, AMLO shut
down Vulcan’s operations and sent
armed law enforcement and the mili-
tary to intimidate Vulcan’s employees.
And now, under his handpicked suc-
cessor, President Sheinbaum, Mexico is
now seizing Vulcan’s deepwater port.

President Sheinbaum now seeks to fi-
nalize this theft by declaring the prop-
erty a naturally protected area.

Let’s call this what it is: Corruption
dressed up as environmentalism. This
is not protection. It is plunder. Lend-
ing any credence to this authorization
is absurd.

These actions violate international
norms. They ignore contractual obliga-
tions. They trample over U.S.-Canada-
Mexico Free Trade Agreement, again,
an agreement where America actually
gives preferential trade treatment to
Mexico.

Surely America’s government is
standing up for her own Nation’s inter-
est in the face of this brazen mis-
conduct by the government of Mexico,
right? Sadly, no. A key reason for the
current circumstances is an absence of
American leadership, especially at the
Office of the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive. America’s top trade representa-
tives—or America’s top trade nego-
tiator, U.S. Trade Representative
Katherine Tai, along with our State
Department, have stood idly by while
AMLO and Sheinbaum have escalated
their anti-trade and anti-American
agenda.

Their inaction has sent a dangerous
signal that the United States will
allow its businesses around the world
to be bullied, its laws to be ignored,
and its negotiated agreements to be
undermined.

And it gets worse. Now, as reported
in the Wall Street Journal, we are
learning that the Office of the U.S.
Trade Representative is siding with
Mexico against the interests of U.S.
firms by reinterpreting trade rules in a
way that will erode the rights of Amer-
ican investors whose property was ei-
ther confiscated or expropriated.

According to news reports, USTR
wants to limit the ability to seek re-
dress by American companies whose
property is expropriated.

I stand here before my colleagues in
the Senate asking why neither Con-
gress nor the U.S. companies that
would be impacted by these actions
were ever consulted before the USTR
stealthily moved to alter the USMCA
agreement in a manner that under-
mines American interest.

Ambassador Tai and USTR leader-
ship need to clearly understand how
negatively their actions will be viewed
by this Congress. I can assure you, they
will not be forgotten.

Making last minute, 11th-hour
changes to U.S. trade agreements with-
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out review from Congress or the U.S.
companies that would be negatively
impacted is outright malpractice. It is
a slap in the face of American investors
and employers who have risked their
capital overseas, and it will drive scar-
city and inflation of critical infrastruc-
ture materials in the United States if
Mexico is allowed to confiscate these
assets, including a very strategic deep-
water port.

The implications of Mexico’s theft
and the failure of U.S. trade officials to
defend America’s interest go far be-
yond Vulcan materials. They directly
attack the foundational principles of
reciprocal trade, investor protection,
and the rule of law.

If Mexico is allowed to target, with-
out repercussion, a company like Vul-
can, one that employs thousands of
Americans and has operated respon-
sibly in Mexico for decades, that means
no American business is safe in Mexico.
This kind of lawlessness will shatter
investor confidence in Mexico. Why
would any U.S. company risk capital in
a country where contracts are mean-
ingless, regulations are weaponized,
and property can be seized at the gov-
ernment’s whim?

This erosion of trust threatens not
only American jobs, but also the eco-
nomic integration of North America,
which many think is vital to our na-
tional security and our global competi-
tiveness.

Let’s remember what the USMCA
was supposed to be: a safeguard for
trade and investment, a framework to
protect the rule of law, and a corner-
stone of North American prosperity.

AMLO and Sheinbaum have shredded
the spirit of this agreement by expro-
priating Vulcan’s port and its property
and by pursuing an anti-investor agen-
da. AMLO and Sheinbaum are acting
like saboteurs of the partnership that
binds our two nations.

Congress must respond with strength
and resolve, rather than roll over under
the ruse of environmentalism. The U.S.
Trade Representative should follow its
duty as stated on its own website to
protect American rights under our
trade agreements and ‘‘ensure that
American workers, farmers, ranchers,
and businesses receive the maximum
benefit under our international trade
agreement.” What USTR is contem-
plating now is anything but that.

That is why my colleagues and I are
fully committed to passing S. 5137, the
Defending American Property Abroad
Act. This legislation will ensure that
those who benefit from stolen Amer-
ican assets, whether they be individ-
uals or governments, face substantial
consequences.

The Defending American Property
Abroad Act will prohibit vessels that
utilize expropriated American infra-
structure from ever entering U.S.
ports. It will bar such facilities from
U.S. trade and mandate a full account-
ing of these violations in the upcoming
2026 USMCA review. The Defending
American Property Abroad Act will
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make clear to President Sheinbaum
that the United States will not tol-
erate the theft of American property.

AMLO and Sheinbaum must under-
stand that their actions will have seri-
ous consequences. I will not stand by
as Mexico betrays its commitments
and undermines decades of cooperation.

The United States must defend its
companies, its workers, and its prin-
ciples with unwavering strength. That
is why I am calling on my colleagues to
join me in urgently finalizing and pass-
ing the Defending American Property
Abroad Act in the next Congress. This
cannot wait.

Mexico’s actions are a test of our re-
solve. If we fail to respond decisively,
we will invite further aggression, not
just from Mexico but from every for-
eign leader watching to see if America
will defend its interests. The United
States should never be bullied, stolen
from, or too feckless to respond to ef-
forts to undermine its strength and
sovereignty.

And here at home, USTR leadership
must immediately reverse course from
its plan to renegotiate trade rules and
pull the rug from under U.S. firms—a
particularly disgraceful capstone, I
might say, for the reputation of this
outgoing administration.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I am glad
to be here with my colleagues from
Tennessee and Alabama to speak about
this Mexican government’s unfair, dis-
criminatory treatment of Vulcan Mate-
rials and to encourage colleagues to
support the Defending American Prop-
erty Abroad Act.

Before I get into the details—and I
see I am engendering an amazing re-
sponse from the Gallery—I do want to
say, I was a strong supporter of the
USMCA. NAFTA was 20 years old. And
any deal after 20 years, you would have
learned what worked, what didn’t, how
to make it better. And I viewed
USMCA as a significant achievement of
the Trump administration, which I was
glad to support. It got the over-
whelming and bipartisan support of
this body as well as the House.

I am very worried about incursions
into this deal. We will have plenty of
time to talk next year about one worry
I have, which is the incoming adminis-

tration’s proposal to levy tariffs
against Canada and Mexico. My
thought is: Once you have a trade

agreement that is a state-of-the-art
trade agreement that has been voted
for by an overwhelming bipartisan ma-
jority, that gives you an avenue of
communication that you should be able
to use with Canada and Mexico, and
you shouldn’t need to use tariffs
against these trade partners. You
should use the framework of the agree-
ment to resolve disputes that you have.

But that is a matter for another day.
Today, I want to talk about, in some
detail, the matter that my friend and
colleague Senator HAGERTY raised,
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which is the treatment of Vulcan Mate-
rials. And it is not just the treatment
of Vulcan, but what it might say either
about the Mexican government’s treat-
ment of American companies generally
or, frankly, the American govern-
ment’s posture of either battling to
protect American companies or stand-
ing by while they are mistreated.

Vulcan is headquartered in Ala-
bama—I see colleagues from Alabama
on the floor—but employs over a thou-
sand people in Virginia, nearly 70 fa-
cilities in the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. Vulcan has been operating in the
Yucatan Peninsula for more than 30
years.

Senator HAGERTY and I came to the
floor to talk about this matter a num-
ber of months ago in the hopes that we
might be able to avert what the AMLO
administration has done. But, never-
theless, even in a transition of govern-
ment, Mexico has continued to ratchet
up efforts to seize Vulcan’s property in
the Yucatan.

These actions against Vulcan were
initiated, to be sure, by the Lopez
Obrador administration. But with the
inauguration of the new President
Sheinbaum earlier in 2024, these efforts
that would continue to degrade the
rule of law in Mexico continue. They
are chilling investor confidence. They
are making Mexico a more challenging
place for American firms to do busi-
ness.

In August, I joined Senators CARDIN,
RI1scH, and RUBIO in expressing our
deep concern over proposed constitu-
tional reforms in Mexico. Separate and
apart from the matter of Vulcan, there
is a larger context of actions in Mexico
that should cause us some significant
concerns. There is a judicial reform un-
derway in Mexico promoted by the
AMLO administration that was widely
viewed by civil actors within Mexico,
human rights and other organizations,
as an effort to undermine the independ-
ence of the judiciary and make it hard-
er for the Mexican judiciary to stand
up against actions, illegal actions, by
the Mexican government.

We strongly urged the AMLO admin-
istration in this bipartisan letter, as
well as the incoming administration,
to pursue only reforms that enhanced
the professionalism and the independ-
ence of the judiciary; but, unfortu-
nately, neither administration has
heeded our call and, instead, moved
forward on implementing reforms that
weaken the independence of the Mexi-
can judiciary.

Taken together, the direct bad-faith
actions against Vulcan and the two ad-
ministrations’ insistence on degrading
the independence of the Mexican judi-
ciary are jeopardizing critical eco-
nomic security interests of both of our
nations.

Mexico is one of the top three trade
partners of the United States, whether
you measure by outgoing or incoming
top three; and, certainly, it is the same
in Virginia. Our two countries have a
long history of friendship, and our cul-
tural ties run deep.
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The NAFTA, followed by USMCA,
have integrated supply chains in the
United States, Canada, and Mexico in a
degree that I view as generally posi-
tive. We do share essential traditions
of democracy, and they require con-
sistent work to ensure strong and inde-
pendent institutions.

Looking more closely at the USMCA
in particular, my colleague talked
about worries that rules are being re-
negotiated around the resolution of
disputes that would make it harder for
Vulcan and companies like Vulcan to
seek assistance.

We have been in this Free Trade
Agreement for three decades now. In
exchange for preferential access to
American markets, which has resulted
in the intertwined supply chain that I
described, Mexico has committed to
uphold certain standards that Amer-
ican workers, consumers, companies,
and investors expect. The standards
were reinforced and strengthened in
the USMCA in 2019. They include ro-
bust protection for workers, for the en-
vironment, and for companies oper-
ating abroad. And the standards not
only protect Americans but promote
economic growth in Mexico, helping
address the root causes of migration
and other challenges.

The protections for American invest-
ments, for instance, give certainty to
other companies and investors looking
to participate in helping grow and ex-
pand the Mexican economy.

Particularly as companies are look-
ing to near-shore in the aftermath of
COVID and looking to bring supply
chains back to the United States and
nations closer to the United States
with which we have free-trade agree-
ments, Mexico has been seen as a very
attractive destination, but actions like
those that are being taken against Vul-
can now undermine that momentum.
So in response to these actions, Sen-
ators HAGERTY, BRITT, TUBERVILLE,
BARRASSO, BUDD, and I introduced the
Defending American Property Abroad
Act earlier this year. The bill would
make it clear that the United States
does not condone discriminatory treat-
ment against American companies,
particularly with our free-trade agree-
ment partners.

We understand, even if we don’t ac-
cept the notion, that some American
companies are put at great disadvan-
tage in nations where there are not
trade agreements, but where there are
trade agreements—particularly like
USMCA, which is going to be scheduled
for a renegotiation and consideration
in 2026—we should not condone mis-
treatment of American companies by
our trade agreement partners.

The bill that we have introduced
would reiterate that it is a bipartisan
priority in Congress for the U.S. Gov-
ernment to work to uphold the
USMCA’s investment standards in the
upcoming 6-year review of the trade
agreement. It would work to deter
Mexico and any country in our hemi-
sphere from illegally seizing additional
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U.S. assets. We must make it clear
that this behavior will not be toler-
ated.

I note for my colleague with some
sense of dismay that I think I have
some colleagues on my side of the aisle
who don’t like the notion that a dis-
appointed company can seek relief
against a regulation put in place by an-
other country. They are concerned
about whether that is a violation of
sovereignty in some sense.

Yes, it is the case that the USMCA
leaves wide latitude for the partici-
pating nations to adopt their own regu-
latory framework, but there should be
no disagreement in this body that an
effort to completely seize the property
of an American company can never be
justified as an appropriate regulatory
action, and that is what is happening
with Vulcan.

I would hope colleagues on both sides
of the aisle, in thinking about compa-
nies in their own States, would realize
that if this is allowed to happen with
the United States turning a blind eye
or shrugging their shoulders to it, you
will see a 1ot more of it, and we need to
stop this now.

I look forward to continuing to work
to pass our bill next Congress. We must
ensure that the future of the U.S.-Mex-
ico relationship continues to Dbe
grounded in the rule of law.

I am the chairman of the Western
Hemisphere Subcommittee of the For-
eign Relations Committee. I care about
this relationship. I want it to get
stronger and stronger. I celebrate its
successes. I celebrate Mexico’s suc-
cesses. But I don’t hesitate to stand
and challenge actions either by the
Mexican Government or the inaction of
the U.S. Government that pose risk to
Americans and American companies.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The Senator from Ala-
bama.

Mrs. BRITT. Madam President, as
has been discussed by my distinguished
colleagues, in May of 2022, the Mexican
military forcibly shut down Vwulcan
Materials Company’s operations. Al-
most a year later, military police came
in—the military of our supposed ally—
and they breached and seized Vulcan’s
port facility at gunpoint. That is right.
Instead of using its armed forces to
confiscate the fentanyl Kkilling hun-
dreds of American citizens every single
day, the Mexican military, under the
directive of their former President,
confiscated a port rightfully owned by
an American company, an Alabama
company. Instead of going after the
cartels, our neighbor went after law-
abiding Americans.

Radical leftist Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador seized Vulcan’s operations and
property. Make no mistake, that ac-
tion was illegal under both Mexican
and international law, and it is unac-
ceptable that Mexico’s new President
seems to be carrying the water for him.
She said absolutely nothing except
that she is going to continue Lopez
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Obrador’s unlawful seizure of an Amer-
ican company and she stands with him.

Time and time again over the past 4
years, bad actors across the globe have
poked and prodded at the United States
because they saw weakness in the
White House. They saw they could do it
and get away with it. When they did it
without even the slightest bit of re-
sponse, let alone consequences, they
just kept doing it.

The Wall Street Journal recently
published an editorial citing sources
stating that this administration, the
Biden administration, has undergone
last-minute, backroom negotiations on
the U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade agree-
ment. The changes, the Journal re-
ported, would rob American companies
like Vulcan of the protections they
have relied on when investing in part-
ner countries—the protections that
would have prevented those partner
countries from seizing, for example, op-
eration centers or port facilities.

The Biden administration and its
U.S. Trade Representative are actively
undermining American interests. They
are leaving American companies out in
the cold without consulting Congress,
preventing us from exercising our con-
stitutional duty to provide oversight
on trade.

The Biden administration’s actions
should be a front-page story in every
newspaper across this Nation. The idea
that a sitting President and/or his ad-
ministration would be working against
the interests of the country and/or the
people he was elected to serve is abso-
lutely unacceptable.

While we wait for January 20, I am
proud, in the interim, to support—
proudly—Senator BILL HAGERTY’S piece
of legislation. It is called Defending
American Property Abroad Act. I
joined this quickly, alongside Senators
BARRASSO, BUDD, KAINE, TUBERVILLE,
and WICKER. It would prohibit the
Mexican Government from profiting
from its unlawful seizure of Vulcan’s
property and port facility. No vessel
that has used a port, land, or infra-
structure illegally seized from an
American entity would be allowed
entry into a U.S. port. Should the
Mexican Government attempt to vio-
late the law, it would be met with
crushing consequences.

The United States can no longer
stand by as its companies are terror-
ized by foreign governments. We will
not sit back and watch as our own gov-
ernment allows our interests around
the world, in our own hemisphere, to
come under attack, and we will not be
afraid of protecting our own citizens
and their interests.

This past November, the American
people did not choose decline; we chose
renewal. We must begin to reassert
ourselves and make sure that no coun-
try—not Mexico, not anyone else—can
get away with seizures like the one the
Mexican Government carried out
against Vulcan.

American interests, American fami-
lies, American values, and American
securities must come first.
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I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Madam Presi-
dent, I would like to thank Senator
HAGERTY for coordinating this event
and Senator KAINE and Senator BRITT
for standing up and supporting Vulcan
Materials.

You Kknow, supporting American
businesses abroad should be a unifying
position across political parties, and I
thank our Democratic colleagues who
have joined me in this effort for the
past several months.

Unfortunately, we have seen just how
little this administration cares about
protecting American investments over-
seas. We could have corrected this
problem. Specifically, I am talking
about the unlawful actions taken by
the Government of Mexico against Vul-
can Materials Company, which is
headquartered in Birmingham, AL.

Vulcan is the Nation’s largest pro-
ducer of construction inputs, including
crushed stone, sand, and gravel. Vulcan
is also a major producer of materials
like asphalt and ready-mix concrete.
The materials produced by Vulcan are
used in nearly all forms of construc-
tion. This includes infrastructure re-
pairs to a bridge or a road or when a
new office building is built or a church
that mneeds to be Dbuilt. While
headquartered in Alabama, Vulcan has
720 facilities and more than 12,000 em-
ployees in the United States of Amer-
ica. Its reach is international.

Vulcan has operated a quarry in Mex-
ico since the eighties. This quarry sup-
plies materials to Alabama, Florida,
Louisiana, Mississippi, South Carolina,
and Texas.

Vulcan has quarried limestone le-
gally in Mexico, on land that it owns
and has paid for, for over 30 years. It
has full ownership of the property in
Mexico and owns the limestone re-
serves on the property—all paid for by
Vulcan. Vulcan also operates a deep-
water port in Mexico paid for by Vul-
can. Vulcan operates that port because
Vulcan built the port.

Over the course of 30 years, Vulcan
Materials has paid billions in taxes to
the Mexican Government. It has em-
ployed thousands of people over the
years, providing them with healthcare
and pensions, which is why I was
shocked when, 2 years ago, the Mexican
Government swooped in and announced
it would pursue legal action against
Vulcan overnight. After all that Vul-
can has done for the country of Mexico,
the Mexican Government swooped in to
stop all their operations in just a few
days. The Mexican Government’s base-
less claim was that the company is op-
erating illegally in Mexico—after 30
years. That statement is categorically
false.

Unfortunately, the Government of
Mexico followed through with its
threat and legal action. Mexican Gov-
ernment officials presented local Vul-
can employees with orders to imme-
diately cease operations on Vulcan’s
own land in Mexico.
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I believe this shutdown ordered by
the Mexican Government represents a
baseless attack on U.S. companies and
demonstrates a disregard for rule of
law. It is why I joined Senator
HAGERTY in introducing the Defending
American Property Abroad Act to im-
pose retaliatory prohibitions that deter
and punish any Western Hemisphere
nation that unlawfully seizes American
assets.

Clearly, Mexico’s new President,
Claudia Sheinbaum, didn’t get the mes-
sage that this is unacceptable. Under
her leadership, the Mexican Govern-
ment continues to pursue legal action
against Vulcan.

Vulcan has been and continues to be
subject to public harassment, intimida-
tion tactics, and all kinds of harass-
ment from the Mexican Government.
The Mexican Navy sent troops to the
entrance of the Vulcan facility for sev-
eral days. The Mexican Navy flew
Black Hawk helicopters and drones
over Vulcan’s property. The Mexican
Navy sent patrol boats to Vulcan’s har-
bor. The Mexican Government withheld
the issuance of a routine customs per-
mit for several months.

These actions by the Mexican Gov-
ernment are contrary to the most basic
principles of international law and the
free-trade agreements that bind our
two countries together. Most notably,
it goes against the USMCA—United
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement—
that was signed into law by President
Trump.

However, the Mexican Government’s
attack on Vulcan is bigger than just
one company. First of all, it under-
mines the rule of law in Mexico. It ig-
nores international law and free-trade
agreements. It weakens our bilateral
relationship. It will discourage future
U.S. investment in Mexico.

Over the last several years, we have
all heard about the actions the Mexi-
can Government has attempted to take
against U.S. energy companies in Mex-
ico. This action against Vulcan is just
an example of how far Mexico is willing
to go.

This will have a direct impact on the
supply chain for major infrastructure
projects in the United States and the
entire world.

We cannot allow this to stand, and I
know President Trump is not going to
allow this to stand. He will not tol-
erate countries abusing the good work
of American companies. As chief archi-
tect of the USMCA, President Trump
won’t allow any country in the West-
ern Hemisphere to bully American
businesses. It is a fight any country
should think twice about starting.

In the meantime, I urge the Biden ad-
ministration to take appropriate ac-
tion at the Office of the United States
Trade Representative and through dip-
lomatic channels to ensure that Vul-
can—a great, great, great American
company—can maintain critical oper-
ations in Mexico.

I yield the floor.
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NOMINATION OF BENJAMIN J. CHEEKS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote to confirm Ben-
jamin Jerome Cheeks to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Southern District of
California.

Born in Albany, GA, Judge Cheeks
earned his B.A. from the University of
Miami in 2000 and his J.D. from the
Washington College of Law at Amer-
ican University in 2003.

Judge Cheeks began his career in
public service as an assistant district
attorney in the New York County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office from 2003 to
2010. Cheeks then served as an assistant
U.S. attorney in the United States At-
torney’s Office for the Southern Dis-
trict of California between 2010 and
2013.

Prior to joining the bench, he worked
as a criminal defense attorney at his
own firm from 2013 to 2024. As a mem-
ber of the Criminal Justice Act panel,
Judge Cheeks was regularly assigned to
represent indigent defendants, and
those cases comprised 98 percent of his
caseload.

Since July of 2024, Judge Cheeks has
served as a magistrate judge on the
U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of California.

Judge Cheeks enjoys the strong sup-
port of both of his home State Sen-
ators, and the American Bar Associa-
tion unanimously rated him as ‘‘quali-
fied”’ to serve on the district court.

Having served as a prosecutor, de-
fense attorney, and Federal magistrate
judge, Judge Cheeks is well prepared to
serve as a district judge in the South-
ern District of California.

I am proud to support his nomination
and urge my colleagues to do the same.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the
Murillo cloture motion be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON CHEEKS NOMINATION

All postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Cheeks nomina-
tion?

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SCHIFF) are necessarily ab-
sent.

Mr. THUNE: The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Florida (Mr. RUBIO) and the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

The result was announced—yeas 49,
nays 47, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 330 Ex.]

YEAS—49
Baldwin Hickenlooper Sanders
Bennet Hirono Schatz
Blumenthal Kaine Schumer
Booker Kelly Shaheen
Brown Kim Sinema
Cantwell King Smith
Cardin Klobuchar Stabenow
Carper Lujan
Casey Markey $§§1ugollen
Coons Merkley Warner
Cortez Masto Murphy
Duckworth Murray Warnock
Durbin Ossoff Warren
Fetterman Padilla Welch
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden
Heinrich Rosen

NAYS—47
Barrasso Fischer Murkowski
Blackburn Graham Paul
Boozman Grassley Ricketts
Braun Hagerty Risch
Britt Hawley Romney
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Cassidy Johnson
Collins Kennedy Sggzt gé‘;
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cotton Lee
Cramer Lummis Thulne
Crapo Marshall Tillis
Cruz McConnell Tuberville
Daines Moran Wicker
Ernst Mullin Young

NOT VOTING—4

Manchin Schiff
Rubio Vance

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DUR-
BIN). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to complete my
remarks prior to the next rollcall vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

END OF THE 118TH CONGRESS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, it is
not entirely clear yet how or when
Congress will conclude its end-of-the-
year business. But when the Senate
does adjourn, I will just about mark
the end of my tenure as the Republican
leader.

I have made it clear this year that
our colleagues haven’t seen the last of
me. I still fully intend to keep frus-
trating my critics in the years ahead.
But while I still command this par-
ticular podium, I thought I might
make a few observations I have picked
up along the way.

Folks come to Washington to do one
of two things: either to make a point
or to make a difference—to make a
point or to make a difference. It is usu-
ally not that hard to tell who is doing
which, especially in situations like the
one we are in right now.

The people who are here to make a
difference recognize pretty quickly you
never get everything you want, but,
often, you can get quite a lot. And the
folks who prefer to make a point have
a funny habit of reminding us out loud
how poorly they understand that fact.
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I don’t care to count how many times
I have reminded our colleagues—and
our House counterparts—how harmful
it is to shut the government down and
how foolish it is to bet your own side
won’t take the blame for it.

Recent history doesn’t leave a whole
lot of room for interpretation on this
one: When you try to use normal gov-
ernment function as a bargaining chip,
you pay a political price.

That said, if I took it personally
every time my advice went unheeded, I
probably wouldn’t have spent as long
as I have in this particular job. Getting
a legislative outcome in the Senate re-
quires large majorities of people who
don’t share all of the same views to ac-
tually work together toward outcomes
where they do see eye to eye.

We have had divided government here
most of the time I have been in this
job; neither side has owned the place.
You have a choice: Do nothing or try to
find things you can agree on and do
them together.

With the exception of just one short
period of a few months, this place
hasn’t seen a filibuster-proof Senate in
50 years. Getting things done almost
inevitably requires dealing with a lot
of people who disagree with you on
most things.

And in the interests of stable, endur-
ing outcomes, that is actually a good
thing. Anyone who comes to the Sen-
ate hoping for a rigid, hard-line con-
formity and prompt action is barking
up the wrong tree.

I have heard folks who like making a
point, they would rather serve with 30
colleagues who all agree than with a
majority who didn’t. So if you want to
accomplish absolutely nothing—noth-
ing—sign up with the group that would
rather se